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CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEOI. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 
Bonaparte's  refusal  to  be  seen — attack  op  vertigo — 

MR.  STOKOE  summoned  TO  LONGWOOD INCURS  THE  DIS- 
PLEASURE   OP     THE    GOVERNOR NAPOLEOn's     "  NOTEs"    ON 

LORD    BATHURSt's    LETTER o'mEARa's     LETTER     TO     THE 

ADMIRALTY,  AND  HIS  DISMISSAL  FROM  THE  NAVY REPUTA- 
TION OP  THE  CHARGES  AGAINST  SIR  HUDSON  LOWE  CON- 
TAINED IN  THAT  LETTER LOP^D  CHARLES  SOMERSET'S  OPIN- 
ION OP  LAS  cases'   journal. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1819,  Captahi  NichoUs  represented 
to  Major  Gorrequer  that  Bonaparte  had  of  late  thought  proper 
to  adopt  a  system  of  concealment  which  made  it  impossible 
for  him  to  do  his  duty  at  Longwood,  and  that  references  to 
any  of  his  followers  tended  only  to  embarrass,  rather  than 
facilitate,  his  duties.  He  said  that  the  day  before  he  had  had 
an  interview  with  Count  Montholon,  who  told  him  that,  for 
several  days  past,  Napoleon  had  been  so  ill  that  he  was  not 
able  to  sit  up  to  receive  visitors  ;  but  in  opposition  to  this 
Captain  Nicholls  asserted  that  he  Ifnew  "  that  General  Bona- 
parte was  seen  late  the  evening  before  in  one  of  his  gardens, 
dressed,  with  his  cocked-hat  on." 

At  an  interview  between  Count  Montholon  and  the  orderly 
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officer  on  the  14th,  the  former  told  him  that  Napoleon  had 
heard  that  the  Governor  had  by  Bome  means  got  possession 
of  a  picture  and  bust  of  his  son  ;  and  if  that  were  the  case  he 
thought  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  acted  in  a  very  indelicate  man- 
ner in  not  presenting  those  articles  to  him.  Captain  NichoUs 
was  directed  to  inform  Count  Montholon  that  the  Governor 
knew  nothing  of  any  bust  having  arrived,  except  the  one 
brought  by  the  ship  Baring,  which  was  sent  up  by  him  to 
Bonaparte  before  he  was  able  to  see  the  man  who  brought  it 
to  the  island,  and  for  which  the  only  acknowledgment  made 
was  the  most  violent  abuse  ;  that  a  print  had  come  to  St. 
Helena  which  the  Governor  had  not  in  his  possession,  nor  had 
he  ever  seen  it,  but  he  would  send  and  inform  the  person  to 
whom  it  belonged  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  desired  to  have  it. 

The  print  in  question  was  an  engraving  of  the  Duke  de 
Reichstadt  (Napoleon's  son)  in  a  newspaper  belonging  to 
Rear-Admiral  Plampin.  The  Admiral  immediately  sent  it 
to  Captain  NichoUs,  by  whom  it  was  delivered  to  Count 
Montholon  for  Bonaparte.  In  the  evening  Napoleon  desired 
the  Count  to  show  the  print  to  Captain  NichoUs,  Dr.  Verling, 
and  Lieutenant  Jackson  ;  and  Montholon  stated,  •'  The  Em- 
peror was  excessively  pleased  at  getting  the  picture  of  his 
son,  and  that  he  knew  of  its  heing  in  the  island  for  three 
months  past." 

On  the  night  of  the  16th  Bonaparte  had  an  attack  of  vertigo 
and  faintness.  Although  Dr.  Yerling  was  on  the  premises  he 
was  not  called  in,  but  Count  Montholon  gave  Captain  NichoUs 
a  letter  for  Mr.  Stokoe,  surgeon  of  the  Conqueror,  requiring 
him  to  come  immediately.  Mr.  Stokoe  arrived  at  Longwood 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and  remained  there  seven 
hours.  ^     It  was  proposed  to  him  by  Napoleon  that  he  should 

'  Notwithstanding  the  fact  here  stated  that  Mr.  Stokoe  was  sent  for, 
and  reached  Longwood  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  a  few  hours  after 
Napoleon's  attack.  Count  Montholon  in  his  recently  published  work,  has 
the  hardihood  to  assert  that  it  was  not  until  the  19th  that  medical  as- 
sistance was  procured  :  "  C'est  seulement  le  19  Janvier  que  le  Docteur 
Stokoe  vient  a  Longwood,  sur  une  nouvelle  demande  du  General  Ber- 
trand,  qui  lui  ecrivait,  'Monsieur,  vous  devez  etre  rendu,'"  &c. — 
Recils,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  321,  322.  The  English  edition  (vol.  iii.  p.  66)  is  differ- 
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become  his  physician,  provided  he  -was  willing  to  agree  to 
certain  articles  or  conditions  (seven  in  number)  prescribed  in 
a  written  paper,  to  which  Mr.  Stokoe  assented,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  Admiral  Plampin  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  In  or- 
der to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  latter,  Count  Montholon  re- 
quested the  orderly  officer  to  accompany  him  late  in  the 
evening  to  Plantation  House.  Their  ride  is  thus  described  in 
Captain  Nicholls's  Journal : 

"  We  set  oil'  at  nine  o'clock  with  two  men  mounted  and 
carrying  lanterns.  The  night  was  dark  and  rainy.  Montho- 
lon had  an  interview  with  the  Governor.  We  took  coffee 
and  returned  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock.  I  was  excessively 
wet.  I  met  one  of  my  dragoons  on  the  road,  going  by  the 
way  of  Plantation  House,  with  a  letter  for  Dr.  Stokoe  of  the 
Conqueror,  from  Count  Bertrand.  Note. — Dr.  Verling,  a  re- 
spectable physician,  at  Longwood,  and  not  called  to  see  Na- 
poleon; he  could  not  be  very  ill  in  my  humble  opinion." 

At  this  interview  Count  Montholon  told  the  Governor  that 
he  expected  the  Emperor  would  have  a  return  of  his  attack 
during  the  night,  and  that  he  dreaded  "  un  coup  d'apoplexie  ;" 
that  the  blood  rushed  into  his  head  "  comme  d'un  coup  de 
piston,"  and  it  was  necessary  to  have  some  one  at  hand  to 
bleed  him  should  a  recun'cnoe  of  this  take  place. 

As  Mr.  Stokoe  was  the  only  medical  rnan  in  whom  the 
Emperor  manifested  confidence,  and  the  only  one  he  would 
consent  to  see,  Count  Montholon  said  he  hoped  the  Governor 
would  make  no  objection  to  his  remaining  at  Longwood  until 
he  decided  the  question  of  his  being  established  there  as  the 
Emperor's  medical  attendant.  To  this  the  Governor  assent- 
ed, but  said  that  Mr.  Stokoe  was  under  the  Admiral's  author- 
ity, and  he  himself  could  not  dispose  of  his  services.  He 
would,  however,  confer  with  the  Admiral  on  the  matter,  and 
could  give  no  answer  until  he  had  consulted  him.  He  then 
remarked,  that  an  insult  was  offered  to  other  professional  per- 

ent,  but  not  less  at  variance  with  truth  :  "  On  the  1.9th,  Dr.  Stokoe  not 
having'  corneas  he  had  promised,  the  Grand  Marshal  again  wrote."  Mr. 
Stokoe  did  come  on  the  19th,  and  remained  the  night  at  Longwood,  but 
it  was  his  secciid  visit. 
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sons  on  the  island  by  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Stokoe's  ser- 
vices had  been  required,  and  said  that  he  had  not  called  upon 
him  since  his  visit  to  Longwood  to  give  him  any  information 
respecting  Bonaparte's  health.  Count  Montholon  condemned 
the  manner  in  which  the  aflair  had  been  managed,  and  threw 
the  blame  on  Bertraud,  saying  that  he  was  for  his  own  part 
extremely  sorry  that  Dr.  Verling  was  not  the  person  selected ; 
1  hat  he  had  the  highest  respect  and  value  for  him  as  a  med- 
ical man  as  well  as  personally,  and  that  he  and  his  wife 
would  always  recollect  with  gratitude  the  attention  and  assi- 
duity he  had  manifested  toward  Madame  Montholon  in  her 
illness. 

Count  Montholon  afterward  asked  Sir  Hudson  how  he  wish- 
ed him  to  regulate  himself  in  their  correspondence,  lor  lately 
they  had  been  returning  each  other's  letters,  in  consequence 
of  his  using  the  appellation  of  "  I'Empereur,"  though  it  was 
the  same  form  of  "  protocole"  he  had  followed  for  the  last 
three  years  ;  and  he  quoted  two  letters  he  had  addressed  to 
the  Grovernor  in  the  preceding  July  where  that  title  was  used, 
and  which,  notwithstanding,  were  not  returned.  The  Gov- 
ernor replied  that  he  had  acted  on  his  own  discretion  in  some 
cases,  and  overlooked  the  circumstance  ;  but  he  had  fully  ex- 
plained himself  by  letter  on  that  subject  long  ago,  and  he 
would  not  depart  from  the  rule  now. 

The  Count  said  that  he  was  very  sorry  to  hear  it,  as  in 
that  case  there  could  be  no  correspondence  between  them.  He 
admitted  that  it  was  childishness  {enfantillage)  to  give  the 
title  of  Emperor  to  one  who  had  no  longer  a  throne  ;  and  in 
his  present  situation  it  was  perhaps  ridiculous ;  "  but  since  he 
wishes  it,"  added  Montholon,  "  what  am  I  to  do  ?" 

In  reply,  the  Governor  asked  him  why  he  did  not  simply 
say,  "  Napoleon"  in  the  notes  which  he  wrote  in  his  own 
name.  The  Count  answered  that  he  never  wrote  any,  except 
such  as  were  upon  unimportant  matters,  but  by  his  dictation — 
they  were  all  written  in  his  own  words.  He  made,  however, 
the  remark,  that  in  the  proposals  about  Mr.  Stokoe,  which  Na- 
poleon had  himself  written,  he  had  been  careful  to  avoid  the 
title  of  "  Emperor."     He  was  told  he  was  mistaken,  for  that 
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in  the  heading  of  the  paper  it  was  proposed  to  give  Mr.  Stokoe 
"  le  caractere  de  medecin  de  I'Empereur  Napoleon;"  on 
which  Montholon  said  that,  if  so,  it  was  unintentional,  Bona- 
parte's object  having  been  to  keep  that  title  out  of  the  paper, 
but  he  was  so  accustomed  to  write  "  TEmpereur,"  that  it  had 
slipped  in  there  by  accident. 

Mr.  Stokoe  fell  into  the  same  mistake  as  O'Meara  with  re- 
spect to  Napoleon's  complaint.  He  treated  it  as  a  disease  of 
the  liver,  and,  in  a  report  to  Admiral  Plampin  on  the  20th 
of  January,  said  that  he  had  taken  the  opportunity  of  partic- 
ularly examining  that  region,  and  was  fully  persuaded  of  its 
diseased  state,  "having  distinctly  felt  a  degree  of  hardness." 
In  a  previous  report  he  spoke  of  the  symptoms  as  being  those 
of  "chronic  hepatitis."  And  this  idea  seems  to  have  taken 
full  possession  of  Napoleon's  mind,  at  which  we  need  not  be 
surprised — erroneous  as  it  was  afterward  proved  to  be — for 
abundant  cause  was  on  a  post-mortcvi  examination  shown 
to  have  existed  for  the  uneasiness  he  at  times  felt  in  the 
stomach,  and  he  naturally  adopted  the  opinion  as  to  its  origin 
which  was  held  by  his  medical  attendants. 

On  the  19th  a  paper  in  the  handwriting  of  Count  Montho- 
lon, dated  Longwood,  but  without  any  signature,  and  clearly 
and  beyond  all  doubt  directly  dictated  by  Napoleon,  was  left 
at  Plantation  House  for  the  Governor,  who  however  returned 
it  the  same  day,  with  a  note  addressed  to  Count  Montholon, 
telling  him  that  no  representation  respecting  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte could  be  received,  unless  it  had  his  signature,  or  that  of 
some  officer  in  attendance  upon  him,  who,  before  he  signed 
his  name,  must  distinctly  express  that  the  letter  or  paper  sent 
was  written  by  his  direction. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  however,  took  care  to  have  a  copy  made 
of  this  document  before  he  sent  it  back,  and  it  proved  to  be 
as  usual  an  attempt  to  frighten  the  Governor  into  a  compli- 
ance with  Bonaparte's  views,  by  representations  of  the  fatal 
consequences  that  would  ensue  to  his  health  if  they  were  dis- 
regarded. But  the  contents  vniU  speak  for  themselves,  as  the 
paper  is  not  too  long  to  be  quoted  entire.  The  following  is  a 
translation  of  it : 
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"  It  is  necessary  that  Dr.  Stokoe  should  remain  at  Long- 
wood,  if  he  is  to  pursue  the  treatment  which  has  been  inter- 
rupted since  the  departure  of  Mr.  O'Meara,  that  is  to  say, 
during  six  months  ;  which  interruption  has  greatly  increased 
the  disease  of  the  liver,  the  first  symptoms  of  which  appeared 
sixteen  months  ago.  The  whole  system  of  life  is  deranged  : 
it  is  necessary  for  the  doctor  to  see  his  patient  several  times 
a  day.  The  attack  which  took  place  on  the  day  before  yes- 
terday was  the  fifth  which  has  occurred  within  six  months  ; 
they  always  come  on  at  night.  Count  Bertrand  or  Count 
Montholon  has  always  been  with  the  Emperor  during  them, 
without  any  medical  man ;  but  the  attacks  were  never  before 
so  serious  as  that  which  took  place  the  other  night,  when  for 
a  moment  they  despaired  of  his  life.  Count  Bertrand  offered 
to  send  for  Dr.  Verling — the  patient  refused  to  permit  it  ;  the 
proposal  alone  altered  his  countenance,  and  immediately  in- 
creased the  violence  of  the  attack ;  this  determined  Count 
Bertrand  to  send  for  Dr.  Stokoe  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  ; 
he  arrived  at  six  o'clock  ;  the  orderly  officer  not  being  author- 
ized to  write  to  the  town,  he  was  obliged  to  ask  permission  of 
the  Governor  to  do  so,  and  this  doubled  the  distance.  The 
doctor  arrived  too  late  ;  but  happily  the  patient's  constitution 
had  overcome  the  crisis.  Thus  were  verified  the  words  con- 
tained in  Count  Montholon's  letter  to  the  Governor  of  the  25th 
of  July  last,  when  Dr.  O'Meara  had  been  torn  away  from 
Longwood,  but  was  still  at  James  Town  :  '  That  even  in  the 
agonies  of  death  he  Avill  receive  no  assistance,  nor  take  any 
remedies,  but  from  the  hands  of  his  own  physician,  and  if  he 
is  deprived  of  him  he  will  receive  no  one,  and  will  consider 
himself  assassinated  by  you.'  When  Dr.  Stokoe  arrived,  he 
went  to  Bertrand  :  the  latter  proposed  to  him  to  fill  Dr. 
O'Meara's  place,  and  presented  to  him  the  seven  articles 
which  have  since  been  forwarded  to  the  Governor.  He  ac- 
cepted the  ofier,  and  was  then  introduced  to  the  patient.  The 
Governor  could  not  prevent  this  transaction,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  without  throwing  off  the  mask.  Thus  the 
treatment  of  the  disease,  interrupted  during  six  months,  is 
now  again  adjourned  until  the  arrival  of  the  French  physician. 
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The  disease  of  the  liver  will  make  greater  ravages  during  this 
period,  and,  if  it  should  at  length  hecome  incurahle,  who  will 
have  killed  the  Emperor?  What  has  occurred  during  the  last 
six  months  gives  reason  to  fear  a  crisis  every  month,  and,  if 
we  send  for  Dr.  Stokoe,  he  will  arrive  too  late  !  If  one  day  he 
finds  the  patient  dead,  who  will  have  killed  him  ?  The  world 
and  history  will  answer  loudly. 
"LoNGWooD,  January  19,  1819. 

An  attempt  was  now  made  by  the  French  to  get  rid  of  Dr. 
Verling's  presence  at  Longwood,  where,  although  his  profes- 
sional assistance  was  declined,  he  continued  by  order  of  the 
Governor,  since  the  departure  of  O'Meara  to  reside.  Count 
Bertrand  called  upon  him  on  the  19th,  and  after  many  expres- 
sions of  good  will  told  him  that  obstacles  were  thrown  by  the 
Governor  in  the  way  of  the  choice  of  a  medical  attendant  by 
Napoleon  ;  the  correspondence  was  becoming  more  warm,  and 
motives  would  soon  be  attributed  to  the  former  for  the  line  of 
conduct  he  adopted,  in  which  Dr.  Verling's  name  would  un- 
avoidably be  implicated,  and  in  a  manner  in  which  it  ought 
never  to  appear.  He  therefore  advised  him  to  retire  imme- 
diately from  the  situation.  Dr.  Verling  however  replied  with 
brevity  and  spirit,  that  he  was  there  as  a  military  man,  in 
obedience  to  orders  from  his  superiors,  and  his  conscience  would 
enable  him  to  despise  any  false  imputations. 

Napoleon's  plan  of  having  Mr.  Stokoe  at  Longwood  in  the 
place  of  O'Meara  came  to  a  speedy  end.  He  was  closely  exam- 
ined by  the  Admiral  respecting  his  visits  there  on  the  19th  and 
20th,  and  the  nature  of  his  communications  with  the  French, 
when  he  admitted  that  he  had  acquainted  them  with  O'Meara's 
calumnious  charges  at  Ascension  Island  against  the  Governor, 
and  spoken  to  them  about  the  letters  and  books  which  had 
arrived  for  O'Meara  under  a  feigned  name  in  the  Lusitania 
store-ship,  and  other  matters,  which  led  the  Admiral  to  tell 
him  that  he  was  a  very  dangerous  character.  Upon  this  Mr. 
Stokoe  not  unnaturally  declined  to  have  any  further  commu- 
nication with  Longwood,  and  wrote  to  the  Admiral  requesting, 
in  case  his  services  were  again  required  by  Bonaparte,  that 
his  decision  might  be  made  known  to  Count  Bertrand.     A 
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few  days  afterward  he  asked  to  be  invalided  and  sent  home 
to  England,  and  his  request  was  complied  with. 

About  this  time  or  a  little  later  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  received 
from  Lord  Bathurst  a  dispatch  insisting  that  Bonaparte  should 
be  seen  by  the  orderly  officer  twice  every  day.  Lord  Bathurst 
said — 

"  You  will  therefore  propose  to  General  Bonaparte  the  reg- 
ular admission  of  the  orderly  officer  to  a  personal  interview 
between  the  hours  of  nine  and  eleven  every  morning  and  even- 
ing, leaving  it  to  his  discretion  each  day  to  select,  within  the 
time  limited,  the  precise  moment  at  which  he  may  prefer 
admitting  the  officer. 

"  You  will  acquaint  him  also  that,  upon  his  acquiescence 
in  this  arrangement,  you  are  authorized  to  relax  the  other  re- 
strictions, so  far  as  to  admit  of  his  taking  exercise,  either  on 
foot,  in  a  carriage,  or  on  horseback,  through  the  greater  part 
of  the  island,  unattended  by  a  British  officer  (but  subject  al- 
ways to  the  regulations  as  to  hours  which  are  at  present  in 
force),  and  to  assure  him  that  in  such  case  the  sentries  will  in 
future  only  be  posted  round  Longwood  from  the  time  in  the 
evening  at  which  he  may  have  admitted  the  orderly  officer 
until  the  hour  at  which  he  may  again  receive  him  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning." 

In  another  letter  written  a  few  days  later  Lord  Bathurst 
expressed  his  apprehension  that  Bonaparte  might  still  decline 
to  admit  the  orderly  officer  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  he  then 
thus  proceeded  : 

"  Should  such  be  his  determination,  and  should  his  system 
of  seclusion  render  it  necessary  to  adopt  some  compulsory  mode 
of  learning  a  fact  indispensable  to  the  prevention  of  his  escape, 
you  will  instruct  the  orderly  officer  to  take  proper  measures 
for  obtaining  a  view  of  his  person  at  some  hour  in  the  course 
of  every  day  ;  and  should  any  resistance  be  made  to  the 
orderly  officer  on  the  part  of  his  attendants  in  this  necessary 
branch  of  his  duty,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  furnish  the  means 
of  overcoming  that  resistance,  and  of  punishing  by  a  removal 
from  Longwood  the  persons  who  may  have  engaged  in  it." 
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On  the  12th  of  October  1818  there  had  appeared  in  the 
"  Morning  Chronicle,"  a  series  of  comments,  in  French,  upon 
the  contents  of  the  dispatches  of  Lord  Bathurst  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  of  the  1st  of  January  that  year,  in  which  the  Colonial 
Secretary  said  that  he  transmitted  back  to  St.  Helena  Napo- 
leon's letter  to  Lord  Liverpool  before  laying  it  before  the 
Prince  Regent,  for  whom  it  was  intended,  in  order  that  the 
Governor  might  first  have  air  opportunity  of  seeing  and 
answering  the  charges  there  brought  against  him.  Extracts 
from  these  dispatches,  when  they  were  received,  had  been 
sent  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  Bonaparte,  and  the  article  in 
the  "Morning  Chronicle"  consisted  of  comments  upon  them, 
headed,  "  Notes  approuvees  par  Napoleon."  A  copy  of  that 
newspaper  arrived  at  St.  Helena  in  February  this  year,  and 
was  the  first  intimation  the  Governor  had  of  the  existence  of 
the  "  Notes."  On  the  14th  he  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  and 
said — "  I  was  naturally  struck  with  great  surprise  on  observ- 
ing the  Notes  contained  in  this  paper,  under  the  head  of 
'  Notes  approuv6es  par  Napoleon,'  having  received  no  reply 
whatever  from  him  or  from  any  of  his  followers  on  the  subject 
of  your  Lordship's  instructions  to  which  they  refer,  although, 
when  I  transmitted  these  extracts  under  cover  to  Count  Ber- 
trand  (to  which  I  was  induced  solely  from  the  reference  they 
made  to  him),  I  accompanied  them  with  a  note  for  the  in- 
formation of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  which  proves  the 
falsehood  of  the  assertion  contained  in  the  very  first  paragraph 
of  the  Notes,  wherein  it  is  said  the  extracts  were  sent  '  sans 
lettre  d'envoi.'  "  He  added  that  he  availed  himself  of  that 
opportunity  to  transmit  some  observations  upon  the  Notes, 
which  he  had  written  after  seeing  them  in  print,  and  which 
will  be  found,  together  with  the  "  Notes"  themselves,  at  the 
end  of  the  work,  being  neither  brief  nor  interesting  enough  for 
insertion  here. 

Throughout  this  month  nothing  occurred  at  Longwood 
which  deserves  notice.  Bonaparte  was  very  seldom  seen  out 
of  doors,  but  he  now  and  then  walked  in  his  little  flower- 
garden,  and  is  described  by  the  orderly  officer  in  one  of  his 
reports  as  "  dressed  in  green,  with  a  cooked  hat  on."     Captain 
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NichoUs  had  great  difficulty  in  accomplishing  the  task  of 
seeing  him  as  often  as  his  instructions  required,  and  he  had 
frequently  to  remonstrate  on  the  subject  with  Count  Mon- 
tholon,  but  without  effect.  Napoleon  admitted  no  company 
to  his  presence,  and  kept  himself  in  sohtary  gloom  within 
doors  at  Longwood. 

On  the  27th  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  and 
said  that  there  appeared  "  little  probability  of  his  being  soon 
relieved  from  the  state  of  seclusion  in  which  he  at  present 
lives,  except  by  shaking  off  his  dependence  upon  Count  Ber- 
trand,  whom  no  officer  now  visits."  He  added,  "  Count  Ber- 
trand  will  receive  no  person  in  the  presence  of  an  officer  ;  and 
even  where  the  orderly  officer  has  been  exercising  his  duty  in 
the  most  simple  and  natural  manner,  he  has  found  himself 
exposed  to  insults,  such  even  as  I  could  not  approve  he  should 

submit  to They  are  very  anxious  at  Longwood  to  hear 

something  respecting  the  French  surgeon,  without,  however, 
showing  any  desire  to  change  the  present  one.  Madame  Ber- 
trand  asked  Dr.  Verling  if  the  proposals  made  to  Mr.  Stokoe 
were  shown  to  him,  would  he  accept  them  ?  He  declined 
entering  into  any  reply  [discussion  ?]  with  her  on  the  subject, 
when  she  said  to  him,  '  If  you  wish  to  become  the  Emperor's 
physician,  why  do  you  maintain  such  a  distance  from  my 
husband'?'  He  visits  frequently  at  the  house  at  her  request, 
but  is  on  terms  of  ceremony  with  him.  Dr.  Verling  has  said 
to  me  more  than  once  that  he  sees  it  is  not  a  medical  person 
they  want,  but  one  whom  they  can  render  an  instrument  in 
some  way  or  other  for  external  communication." 

On  the  ICth  of  March.,  the  Redwing  arrived  at  St.  Helena 
with  dispatches  for  the  Governor  from  Lord  Bathurst,  who 
sent  him  a  copy  of  the  celebrated  letter  to  the  Admiralty 
written  by  O'Meara  on  the  28th  of  October,  1818.  This  letter 
was  inspired  by  a  spirit  of  the  bitterest  hatred  against  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  and  was  a  kind  of  epitome  or  abstract  of  all 
the  charges  against  him,  which  he  afterward  expanded  in  his 
book  into  the  form  of  a  journal  of  real  occurrences.  It  is  of 
great  length,  and,  as  it  has  been  already  published,  it  is  not 
inserted  here,  but  is  given  without  abridgment  at  the  end  of 
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the  work,  accompanied  by  the  indignant  notes  written  by  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  upon  its  calumnious  statements.  It  is  greatly 
to  be  lamented  that  this  vindication  of  himself  should  not 
have  been  given  to  the  world  long  before  now ;  and  even 
O'Meara  himself  could  hardly  have  anticipated  the  success 
which  his  malignity  achieved  in  blackening  the  character  of 
the  Governor,  upon  whose  silence  he  could  not  have  reckoned. 
But  in  one  respect  he  overshot  the  mark. 

"  He  who  of  old  would  rend  the  oak 
Dreamed  not  of  the  rebound." 

In  his  eagerness  to  attack  he  placed  himself  in  a  dilemma 
from  which  there  was  no  escape,  and  instant  punishment  to 
himself  was  the  consequence  of  his  accusation  of  another.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  in  his  passage  home  to  England 
O'Meara  threw  out  dark  insinuations  that  the  life  of  Napoleon 
was  not  safe  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and  that  he, 
in  his  capacity  of  medical  attendant,  had  been  tampered  with 
to  see  if  he  would  assist  in  the  murderous  scheme.  This 
charge  he  repeated  in  his  letter  in  terms  that  could  not  be 
mistaken,  and  the  consequence  was  instant  dismissal  from  the 
service.  The  reasons  for  this  step  are  detailed  in  the  follow- 
ing letter  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Oroker,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  on  the  2d  of  November,  in  reply  to  his  of  the 
28th  of  October,  and  they  are  unanswerable.  It  was  a  re- 
ponse  sans  replique : 

"Admiralty  Office,  Nov.  3,  1818. 

"  Sir — I  have  received  and  laid  before  my  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  (and  its  inclosure)  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  in  which  you  state  several  particulars  of  your 
conduct  in  the  situation  you  lately  held  at  St.  Helena,  and 
request '  that  their  Lordships  would,  as  soon  as  their  important 
duties  should  allow,  coipmunicate  to  you  their  judgment 
thereupon.' 

"  Their  Lordships  have  lost  no  time  in  considering  your 
statement,  and  they  command  me  to  inform  you  that  (even 
without  reference  to  the  complaints  made  against  you  by 
Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe)  they  find  in  your  own  ad- 
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missions  ample  ground  for  marking  your  proceedings  with 
their  severest  displeasure. 

"But  there  is  one  passage  in  your  said  letter  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  animadverting  upon 
any  other  parts  of  it.     This  passage  is  as  follows  : 

"  '  In  the  third  interview  which  iSir  Hudson  Lowe  had  with 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  in  the  month  of  May  1816,  he  proposed 
to  the  latter  to  send  me  away,  and  to  replace  me  by  Mr.  Bax- 
ter, who  had  been  sevei'al  years  surgeon  with  him  in  the  Cor- 
sican  Rangers.  This  proposition  was  rejected  with  indigna- 
tion by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  upon  the  grounds  of  the  indeli- 
cacy of  a  proposal  to  substitute  an  army  surgeon  for  the  private 
surgeon  of  his  own  choice. 

"'Failing  in  this  attempt.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  adopted  the 
resolution  of  manifesting  great  confidence  in  me,  by  loading 
me  with  civilities,  inviting  me  constantly  to  dinner  with  him, 
conversing  for  hours  together  with  me  alone,  both  at  his  own 
house  and  grounds  and  at  Longwood,  either  in  my  own  room 
or  under  the  trees  and  elsewhere.  On  some  of  these  occasions 
he  made  to  me  observations  upon  the  benefit  which  would 
result  to  Europe  from  the  death  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  of 
which  event  he  spoke  in  a  manner  which,  considering  his 
situation  and  mine,  was  peculiarly  distressing  to  me.' 

"  It  is  impossible  to  doubt  the  meaning  which  this  passage 
was  intended  to  convey,  and  my  Lords  can  as  little  doubt  that 
the  insinuation  is  a  calumnious  falsehood ;  but  if  it  were  true, 
and  if  so  horrible  a  suggestion  were  made  to  you  directly  or 
indirectly,  it  was  your  bounden  duty  not  to  have  lost  a  mo- 
ment in  communicating  it  to  the  Admiral  on  the  spot,  or  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  or  to  their  Lordships. 

"An  overture  so  monstrous  in  itself,  and  so  deeply  involving 
not  merely  the  personal  character  of  the  Governor,  but  the 
honor  of  the  nation  and  the  important  interests  committed 
to  his  charge,  should  not  have  been  reserved  in  your  own 
breast  for  two  years,  to  .be  produced  at  last,  not  (as  it  would 
appear)  from  a  sense  of  public  duty,  but  in  furtherance  of 
your  personal  hostility  against  the  Governor. 

"  Either  the  charge  is  in  the  last  degree  false  and  calum- 
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nious,  or  you  can  have  no  possible  excuse  for  having  hitherto 
suppressed  it. 

"  In  either  case,  and  without  adverting  to  the  general  tenor 
of  your  conduct  as  stated  in  your  letter,  my  Lords  consider  you 
to  be  an  improper  person  to  continue  in  His  Majesty's  service, 
and  they  have  directed  your  name  to  be  erased  from  the  list 
of  naval  surgeons  accordingly.     I  have,  &c. 

"J.  W.  Choker." 

In  transmitting  O'Meara's  letter  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  Lord 
Bathurst  wrote,  "  It  will  be  a  trial  of  your  temper  to  read 
Mr.  O'Meara's  charges  against  you.  The  answer  which  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  gave  to  it  must  be  satisfactory  to  you, 
more  especially  when  you  know  that  Sir  George  Cockburn 
was  the  first  person  who,  on  reading  the  charges,  declared 
that  Mr.  O'Meara  ought  to  be  instantly  dismissed  the  service." 

When  the  letter  reached  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  at  St.  Helena 
he  lost  no  "time  in  preparing  a  refutation  of  its  contents.  For 
this  purpose  he  submitted  each  separate  charge  to  those  persons 
who  had  been  vouched  by  the  writer  as  able  to  confirm  his 
statements,  and  with  minute  and  anxious  accuracy  investi- 
gated every  allegation  which  was  capable  of  being  brought  to 
the  test  of  proof  Point  by  point  and  line  by  line  the  asser- 
tions of  O'Meara  were  subjected  to  a  rigorous  examination,  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  a  more  triumphant  answer  was 
never  given  to  the  charges  of  an  accuser.  Some,  if  not  all, 
of  these  have  been  already  proved  to  be  false  ;  and  in  the 
progress  of  our  narrative  there  has  been  given  a  sufficient  con- 
futation to  many  accusations  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  ^t  the 
time  when  they  were  made  known  to  him  was  enabled  to 
disprove  by  the  testimony  of  others  who  were  acquainted  with 
the  facts.  It  is  therefore  needless  to  encumber  this  part  of 
the  work  by  going  again  over  the  same  ground,  and  repeating 
details  which  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  their  proper  place 
and  order,  and  we  shall  only  introduce  here  some  items  which 
either  have  not  been  already  mentioned  or  not  yet  fully  ex- 
plained. 

O'Meara  stated  in  his  letter  to  the  Admiralty  that  Captain 
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Blakeney  resigned  the  situation  of  orderly  officer  at  Longwood, 
because  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  required  him  to  perform  duties  de- 
grading to  a  British  officer,  and  to  report  the  conversation 
and  actions  of  persons  with  whom  he  daily  sat  down  at  table. 

And  in  a  letter  from  Bertrand  to  Las  Cases,  which  was 
published  in  an  English  newspaper,  there  occurred  the  follow- 
ing passage  respecting  Captain  Blakeney, 

"  Within  a  very  few  days  of  his  arrival  he  found  that  the 
Governor  required  things  of  him  very  unworthy  of  a  man  of 
honor  ;  but,  as  that  evil  sensibly  increased,  he  urgently  re- 
quested, as  soon  as  his  year's  service  in  that  disgusting  post 
expired,  that  he  might  be  relieved  from  it.  We  know  that 
'he  declared  confidentially  to  his  friends  in  the  regiment  that 
it  was  impossible  for  a  man  of  honor  to  continue  in  that  post 
without  forfeiting  his  own  good  opinion." 

The  newspaper  containing  Bertrand's  letter  arrived  at  St. 
Helena  at  the  same  time  as  O'Meara's  letter  to  the»Admiralty, 
and  Captain  Blakeney  immediately  vraote  to  the  Count,  and 
said — 

"  The  only  observation  I  have  to  make  upon  the  above  is, 
that,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  myself,  it  is  false,  and  that  I  con- 
ceive it  to  be  an  infamous  calumny  upon  my  character.  The 
confinement  necessarily  attending  the  situation,  and  being 
deprived  in  a  great  measure  of  the  society  of  my  brother 
officers,  was  sufficient  for  my  wishing  to  be  relieved,  and  not 
those  reasons  imputed  to  me  by  you." 

In  addition  to  this  denial  by  Captain  Blakeney  himself,  the 
officers  of  the  66th  Regiment  met,  and  signed  the  following 
declaration  : 

•'We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  regiment,  do  hereby 
declare  and  certify  upon  honor  as  officers  and  gentlemen,  that 
we  never  heard  Captain  Blakeney  on  any  occasion,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  make  use  of  the  above  expressions  men- 
tioned in  Count  Bertrand's  letter  to  Count  Las  Cases  (dated 
St.  Helena,  16th  August,  1818,  and  [which]  appeared  in  the 
'  Courier'  of  the  29th  October,  1818),  or  any  words  to  that 
effect." 
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Captain  Blakeney  also  wrote  the  following  contradiction  of 
O'Meara's  statement : 

"  I  never  was  required  to  perform  any  duties  degrading  to 
myself  or  situation  ;  and  the  assertion  of  my  being  desired  by 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  or  any  one  else  to  make  reports  of  the  con- 
versations and  actions  of  persons  with  whom  I  daily  sat  down 
to  table,  is  entirely  false." 

Another  of  O'Meara's  assertions  was  that  the  post-ofEce  at 
St.  Helena  had  been  tampered  with ;  and  the  Governor  in 
consequence  applied  to  Mr.  Cole,  who  had  charge  of  that  de- 
partment, for  his  statement  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Cole  imme- 
diately wrote  to  Colonel  Wynyard,  and  said  that  no  impedi- 
ment whatever  was  ever  opposed  to  O'Meara's  receiving  any 
letters  that  came  addressed  to  him.  He  added,  "  Such  an 
assertion  as  '  that  the  Governor  required  and  endeavored  to 
compel  me  as  Postmaster  to  furnish  him  with  all  such  letters 
as  he  thought  proper,  addressed  to  British  subjects  within  the 
island  of  St.  Helena,  that  he  might  secretly  open  them  and 
examine  their  contents,'  is  false.  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor must  be  aware  that  an  officer  of  his  staff  has  regularly 
attended  at  the  opemng  of  mails." 

In  another  letter  Mr.  Cole  said  that  no  seizure  of  newspa- 
pers was  ever  made  at  the  post-office,  and  that  all  newspapers 
as  well  as  letters  addressed  to  British  subjects  had  been  in- 
variably delivered  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  addressed, 
on  their  application. 

O'Meara  had  further  asserted  that  the  Governor  "caused 
false  bulletins  to  be  made  out,  and  employed  for  that  purpose 
a  surgeon,  Mr.  Baxter,  who  never  saw  the  patient,  and  who 
consequently  could  not  be  a  judge  of  his  complaint ;"  and 
that  he  caused  the  restrictions  of  the  10th  of  April,  1818,  im- 
posed upon  him  (O'Meara),  to  be  removed,  because  he  had 
been  made  to  comprehend,  by  "  authorized  persons,"  that  if 
Napoleon  died  during  the  time  he  kept  his  physician  in  con- 
finement, or  under  the  hands  of  any  surgeon  forced  upon  him, 
strange  surmises  respecting  his  death  would  arise  in  England 
and  Europe,  of  which  they  themselves  would  be  unable  to 
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give  a  satisfactory  explanation.  The  question  of  the  "false" 
bulletins  has  already  been  sufficiently  discussed, ^  and  we  need 
only  add  that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  submitted  these  extracts  from 
the  letter  to  the  Foreign  Commissioners,  who  alone  could  be 
meant  by  the  expression  "  authorized  persons."  Count  Bal- 
main  immediately  answered  his  inquiry,  and,  with  respect  to 
the  latter  part  of  O'Meara's  statement,  denied  that  he  had  ever 
interfered  or  assumed  the  right  to  question  the  conduct  of  the 
Governor.  He  said  that  he  had  frequently  heard  such  in- 
sinuations as  those  alluded  to  from  the  French  at  Longwood 
{jiersonnes  de  Longivood),  which  he  had  constantly  repelled, 
and  had  striven  to  disabuse  their  minds  of  any  such  idea ; 
and  that  General  Gourgaud  after  he  left  Longwood  had  told 
him  and  Baron  Stiirmer,  "  Ce  que  vous  me  repetez  sans  cesse 
est  vrai.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  n'est  rien  de  ce  que  croit  I'Em- 
pereur.     J'en  suis  convainou  maintenant." 

The  Marquis  de  Montohenu  was  equally  explicit  in  his 
denial,  and  some  time  afterward  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Governor  in  which  he  went  more  fully  into  the  subject,  and 
gave  the  substance  of  a  conversation  he  had  had  at  Longwood 
at  the  time  of  O'Meara's  detention,  when  he  was  told  that,  if 
the  doctor  was  willing  to  listen  to  the  insinuations  that  were 
made  to  him,  the  Emperor  would  not  be  long  alive.  The 
Marquis  then  described  with  such  dramatic  vivacity  his  horror 
at  hearing  this  language,  that  it  would  be  a  pity  not  to  quote 
the  passage  in  the  original : 

"  A  ce  mot  un  mouvement  d'lionxur  semblable  aune  con- 
vulsion  s'empara  de  moi ;  mes  deux  mains  se  leverent  en  I'air, 
et  mon  corps  en  arriere ;  je  ne  dis  que  Ho !  ho  I  Sur  ce  mouve- 
ment. Ton  me  dit  tout-de-suite,  d'un  ton  radouci.  Nous  ne  le 
crayons  pas,  viais  c'est  toujours  bon  a  dire." 

In  thanking  Count  Balmain  for  his  letter,  Sir  Hudson  Lowo 
wrote  the  following  indignant  comment  on  the  foul  accusation 
brought  against  him  : 

"  It  would  be  supposing  myself,  however,  in  a  state  of  hu- 
'  See  ante,  p.  549. 
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lailiation,  entirely  beneath  the  rank  I  hold,  the  country  to 
which  I  belong,  or  the  Government  I  serve,  to  stand  in  need 
of  any  vindication  vchatever  against  aspersions  of  so  foul  a 
nature,  while  at  the  same  time  I  can  hardly  imagine  a  lower 
scale  of  moral  self-degradation,  or  a  more  complete  absence  of 
every  thing  like  a  spirit  of  true  honor,  than  what  has  been 
exemplified  in  the  conduct  of  the  principal  persons  ypu  have 
adverted  to,  both  bearing  the  appellation  of  general  officers, 
and  claiming  noble  rank  besides,  by  their  descending  to  the 
invention  of  such  miserable  calumnies,  or,  if  they  did  not 
themselves  invent  and  believe  them,  rendering  themselves 
such  ready  and  willing  instruments  for  their  dissemination." 

As  so  much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  the  supply 
furnished  to  the  establishment  at  Longwood,  and  it  was  made 
a  prominent  topic  of  complaint  in  the  letter  addressed  by 
O'Meara  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  on  the  28th  of 
October,  1818,  we  will  here  give  at  length  Major  Gorrequer's 
observations  on  that  statement,  and  the  reader  wiU  thus  have 
before  him  at  one  view  the  Governor's  defense  to  the  charge 
of  stinting  the  table  of  the  French  exiles  : 

"  In  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  Count  Montholon  on 
the  19th  July,  1816,  he  said  that,  when  the  'Emperor'  first 
heard  of  the  intention  of  the  British  Government  to  curtail 
the  expense  of  his  establishment,  he  declared  he  would  rather 
bear  the  whole  expense  himself  than  be  indebted  to  Govern- 
ment for  a  part.  Count  Montholon  then  remarked  that  the 
'  Emperor'  could  easily  procure  the  means  of  paying  for  his 
expenses,  by  drawing  upon  some  of  his  relations,  either  his 
mother  (Madame),  Princess  PauUne,  Prince  Joseph,  his  own 
son,  or  Prince  Eugene,  or  some  other  of  his  family  ;  for  all  of 
whom  he  had  done  so  much,  and  who  surely  would  not  refuse 
him  500,000  francs  if  he  applied  to  them  ;  particularly  Prince 
Eugene,  to  whom  the  '  Emperor'  said  he  had  in  one  day  made 
over  twenty  millions  of  livres  ;  that,  however,  the  '  Emperor' 
would  only  agree  to  draw  for  money  by  means  of  sealed  letters, 
and,  if  the  Governor  wished  to  make  any  proposition  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  the  '  Emperor'  would  be  ready  to  receive  it. 
Vol.  II.— B 
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"  The  Governor  called  upon  Count  Bertrand  on  the  16th 
August,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  a  full  explanation 
with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  reduction  contemplated  in 
the  annual  expenditure  of  the  establishment,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  warmth  shown  by  Count  Bertrand  on  this  oc- 
casion, which  terminated  by  his  declining  to  interfere,  and 
referring  the  Governor  to  Count  Montholon,  the  subject  was 
broken  off  abruptly. 

"  On  the  5th  September  I  waited  on  Count  Montholon  by 
the  Governor's  desire,  and  made  the  following  communication 
to  him  in  presence  of  Mr.  O'Meara  : 

"  '  As  it  is  possible  the  British  Government  may  not  have 
been  aware  that  General  Bonaparte's  establishment  had  suf- 
fered no  diminution  of  numbers  when  it  fixed  £8000  per 
annum  as  the  limit.s  for  its  expense,  and  required  the  excess 
to  be  paid  by  General  Bonaparte  himself,  the  Governor  has 
undertaken  on  his  oivn  res2')0)isibility,  to  allow  a  further  sum. 
of  £4000  to  be  expended  by  Mr.  Balcombe,  including  all 
c/jarg'es,  until  he  receives  further  instructions.  Mr  Balcombe 
must  arrange  with  Count  Montholon  that  the  expense  does 
not  in  any  case  exceed  £1000  per  month,  and  the  Governor 
fixes  this  sum  with  the  conviction  that  it  may  be  rendered 
sufficient  if  proper  economy  is  observed. 

"  '  If  General  Bonaparte  is  averse  to  restrictions  of  any  kind 
on  this  head,  the  Governor  will  authorize  further  expenses 
to  be  incurred,  but  drafts  must  in  such  case  be  given  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  understood  from  General  Bonaparte  him- 
self and  Count  Montholon  would  be  the  case.' 

"  General  Montholon  said  that  the  greatest  economy  had 
been  established  by  him  in  the  household  with  a  view  to  cur- 
tail the  expenses,  and  that  he  was  certain  they  could  not  by 
any  means  come  within  the  proposed  sum  of  £12,000  but 
he  would  state  the  purport  of  the  communication  I  had  made 
to  him  to  General  Bonaparte,  and  give  me  his  answer  in  two 
days  after,  if  I  called  at  Longwood  ;  that  he  however  was 
persuaded  the  '  Emperor'  would  not  either  authorize,  or  even 
allow  him,  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it ;  that  his  answer 
(he  anticipated)  would  be,  '  Let  the  Governor  send'me  what 
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he  thinks  proper ;  I  ask  for  nothing ;  I  must  take  what  he 
sends  me,  since  there  is  nothing  else  for  it :  c'est  un  cas  de 
neoessite  a  qu'il  faut  se  soumettre ;  let  him  follow  his 
orders.' 

"  General  Montholon  declared,  he  himself  would  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  Mr.  Balcombe  in  any  arrangement  for  the 
diminution  of  the  expense,  when  his  own  conscience  convinced 
him  the  present  allowance  was  barely  sufficient ;  that  the 
'  Emperor'  countenancing  any  arrangement  for  a  decrease,  or 
his  (Count  Montholon)  assisting  in  carrying  it  into  effect,  would 
be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and 
he  therefore  would"  take  no  further  interest  in  the  matter. 
He  then  said  that  the  '  Emperor'  was  anxious  to  enter  into  any 
arrangement  for  paying  the  whole  of  the  expenses  of  his  es- 
tablishment, provided  any  house  here,  or  in  England,  or  on 
the  continent  of  Europe  (to  be  fixed  upon  with  the  Governor's 
concurrence,  or  even  at  his  own  choice),  was  named  to  trans- 
act his  money  matters,  under  an  assurance  from  the  '  Em- 
peror' that  all  letters  sent  *hrough  this  house  would  be  solely 
on  pecuniary  affairs  ;  but  provided  also  that  all  such  letters 
should  pass  sealed  and  unopened  to  their  destination. 

"  General  Montholon  added,  the  '  Emperor'  did  not  blame 
the  Governor  for  executing  the  instructions  of  his  Government. 

"  He  concluded  by  saying  that,  in  the  event  of  the  mode  he 
proposed  for  the  payment  of  the  '  Emperor's  expenses  being 
acceded  to,  it  was  to  be  distinctly  understood  he  (General 
Bonaparte  must  in  that  case  have  the  undisputed  right  of  se- 
lecting the  persons  to  be  employed  as  purveyors. 

"  Having  again  called  on  Count  Montholon  on  the  7th 
September,  for  the  purpose  of  knowing  the  decision  of  General 
Bonaparte  on  the  subject  of  the  communication  I  had  made 
to  him  on  the  6th  by  the  Governor's  direction,  he  told  me,  in 
the  presence  of  the  orderly  officer  and  Mr.  O'Meara,  that  he 
had  repeated  to  the  '  Emperor'  the  conversation  that  had 
passed  between  us,  who  had  expressed  how  painful,  it  was  to 
his  feelings  to  find  he  was  obliged  to  enter  into  details  of  that 
nature  ;  and  that  he  had  never  felt  so  mortified  in  his  life  as  to 
be  obliged  to  discuss  the  matter  of  a  bottle  of  wine  or  a  chicken 
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more  or  less,  and  that  the  British  Government  should  find  it 
necessary  to  descend  to  the  consideration  of  one  or  two  thou- 
sand pounds  as  an  object  in  the  expenses  of  his  house.  That 
if  Government  was  so  desirous  of  retrenchment  and  economy, 
why  did  it  not  accede  to  his  proposal  of  paying  the  whole  of 
his  expenses  himseli'  which  he  most  particularly  desired  to 
do  (always,  however,  on  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
conversation),  and  it  would  save  the  British  nation  the  neces- 
sity of  expending  any  thing  whatever  on  his  account. 

"Count  Montholon  said  the  'Emperor'  and  himself  had 
been  employed  the  whole  of  that  morning  to  see  what  reduc- 
tions might  take  place  in  the  establishment,  so  as  to  approx- 
imate the  expenses  to  the  allowance  notified  to  him  as  fixed 
upon  (if  the  Governor  persisted  in  not  acceding  to  the  mode 
proposed  by  him  of  obtaining  the  means  of  payment  from 
his  own  funds) ;  that  the  '  Emperor'  had  sent  for  him  very 
early  for  that  purpose,  and  had  entered  into  the  business  with 
the  greatest  readiness  and  the  best  humor  possible.  He  had 
first  asked  him  how  many  English  servants  were  employed  in 
the  house  ;  on  his  answering  twelve,  and  describing  their  dif- 
ferent occupations,  he  said,  '  There  are  too  many,  we  can  do 
with  fewer,'  and  had  directed  that  six  of  them  and  a  black 
servant  (an  inhabitant)  should  be  discharged.  The  '  Emperor' 
had  also  inquired  what  quantity  of  wine  was  consumed  daily, 
and,  on  being  informed,  he  answered,  '  We  must  be  satisfied 
with  less  ;  twelve  bottles  of  wine,  including  claret  and  white 
wines  of  all  descriptions,  must  suffice'  (viz.  for  the  use  of  him- 
self and  of  the  officers  and  their  families) ;  that  he  also  direct- 
ed a  proportionate  diminution  to  be  made  in  the  Cape  wine, 
in  consequence  of  the  reduction  he  had  ordered  in  the  number 
of  servants  ;  but  that,  with  regard  to  the  provisions,  he  had 
observed  he  could  not  see  any  possibility  of  their  being  re- 
duced below  the  quantity  now  furnished. 

"  Count  Montholon  here  promised  to  send  me  the  list  of 
things  which  General  Bonaparte  considered  as  sufficient,  and 
stated  he  had  been  desired  to  say  that,  if  it  appeared  still 
necessary  to  restrict  them  further  in  any  of  the  articles  of  pro- 
visions, &^.,  she  '  EiP-pero*'  m  tka«  case  ha.^  charged  him  to 
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dispose  of  about  25,000  livres  worth  of  his  plate  in  a  private 
manner,  either  to  Mr.  Baloomhe  or  any  other  merchant  in 
town,  as  he  could  spare  that  quantity  (not  being  at  the  time 
in  use),  and  from  the  produce  of  its  sale  contrive  to  provide 
those  little  comforts  denied  them  ;  that  this  might  last  them 
two  or  three  months  longer,  or  until  some  fresh  instructions 
arrived  from  England  ;  if  the  Governor  should  have  no  ob- 
jection, he  (Count  Montholon)  would  therefore  send  for  Mr. 
Baloombe,  or  some  other  merchant,  to  arrange  about  the  dis- 
posal of  this  plate  ;  it  however  would  be  more  desirable  that 
a  certain  sum  should  be  advanced  upon  the  security  of  the 
plate  than  to  actually  dispose  of  it. 

"  Count  Montholon  declared  the  '  Emperor'  bore  no  ill  will, 
nor  felt  any  cause  of  complaint  against  the  Governor  in  regard 
to  these  retrenchments  ;  he  was  only  executing  his  instructions, 
and  the  orders  of  his  Government  left  him  no  choice.  '  II  est 
vrai'  (he  added),  '  que  j'ai  ecrit,  par  ordre  de  I'Empereur  re- 
cemment,  des  choses  bien  dures,  tres  fortes,  tres  serieuses,  au 
Gouvemeur,  mais  qui  ne  lui  etaient  point  personelles ;  et 
I'Empereur  est  tres  bien  convaincu  qu'il  ne  doit  pas  s'attendre 
que  le  Gouvemeur  paie  de  sa  poche,  ou  aille  au  dela  de  ce 
que  son  Gouvernement  lui  prescrit.' 

"  After  separating  from  Count  Montholon,  Mr.  O'Meara 
told  me  that  General  Bonaparte  had  sent  for  Cipriani  (his 
maitre-d' hotel)  that  morning,  before  he  saw  General  Montho- 
lon, and  directed  him  so  to  arrange  that  Count  Bertrand's  house 
expenses  should  never  exceed  100  francs  per  day.  On  the 
10th  of  September  Mr.  O'Meara  informed  me  atLongwood  that 
General  Bonaparte  had  told  him  Count  Montholon  had  stated 
to  him  that  in  the  conversation  of  the  7th  I  had  either  pro- 
posed or  insinuated  the  adoption  of  the  measure  of  disposing 
of  the  plate  to  assist  in  paying  the  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment ;  that  General  Bonaparte  appeared  much  irritated  and 
very  indignant  about  it ;  but  that,  he  (Mr.  O'Meara  having 
replied  he  was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  conversation, 
and  that  no  such  proposal  or  suggestion  was  made  by  me, 
General  Bonaparte  asked  him  if  he  would  say  so  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Count  Montholon ;  on  his  answering,  certainly  he 
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would,  the  General  spoke  of  Montholon  in  very  angry  terms, 
called  him  '  a  bavard,  un  coglione,'  said  he  had  never  author- 
ized him  to  enter  upon  any  subject  of  that  nature,  and  abused 
him  for  having  done  so  without  his  permission.  Mr.  O'Meara 
also  mentioned  that  General  Bonaparte  told  him  Count  Mon- 
tholon had  denied  having  said  to  me  that,  in  the  event  of 
the  Governor's  stating  to  him  in  a  letter  that  he  would  pledge 
himself,  if  bills  of  exchange  were  sent  under  cover  to  him  (the 
Governor)  unsealed,  they  would  only  be  seen  by  himself  on 
the  island,  and  by  His  Majesty's  ministers  in  England  (to 
whom  he  would  transmit  them),  and  those  immediately  con- 
cerned in  the  payment  of  them,  the  Count  would  submit  such 
an  assurance  to  General  Bonaparte  ;  that  he  (Mr.  O'Meara) 
replied,  he  was  present  and  heard  Count  Montholon  express 
himself  to  that  eflect  to  me. 

"  On  the  12th  September  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  O'Meara, 
that  since  he  last  saw  me  he  had  fully  explained  to  General 
Bonaparte  that  part  of  my  conversation  with  Count  Montho- 
lon about  the  plate,  who  then  acknowledged  that  he  had  au- 
thorized Count  Montholon  to  sell  some  of  the  plate  ;  adding, 
'  The  next  thing  1  must  sell  will  be  my  clothes.' 

"  Having  upon  several  occasions,  when  at  Longwood  re- 
ceived complaints  of  various  kinds  from  Count  Montholon 
against  Mr.  Balcombe,  the  purveyor,  who  had  even  gone  so 
far  as  to  say  that,  although  he  did  not  mean  to  assert  Mr. 
Balcombe  was  k  thief  yet  that  he  had  thieves  employed  un- 
der him  ;  and  having  also  been  told  by  Count  Montholon  that, 
in  the  event  of  General  Bonaparte  paying  for  his  expenses,  it 
was  to  be  explicitly  understood  he  would  not  consider  himself 
obliged  to  contiime  Mr.  Balcombe  as  purveyor,  but  appoint 
whoever  he  thought  proper ;  I  was  very  much  surprised  to 
learn  from  Mr.  O'Meara  what  Count  Montholon  had  stated 
to  Mr.  Balcombe  respecting  me. 

"  Count  Montholon  not  having  kept  his  word  of  sending  me 
the  list  of  what  supplies  would  be  considered  sufficient  for  the- 
establishment  at  Longwood,  as  he  promised  me  on  the  7th, 
the  purveyor  was  desired  to  prepare  an  estimate  for  the  future 
expenditure  on  that  head,  after  consulting  with  Count  Mon- 
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tholon,  so  as  to  bring  the  amount  as  near  as  possible  to 
X12,000  per  annum,  as  Count  Montholon  had  been  informed 
by  me  on  the  5th  would  be  done ;  and  after  two  or  three 
sketches  had  been  made  out  by  the  purveyor,  the  schedule  A 
was  approved  of  by  the  Governor  on  the  13th  September,  and 
subsequently  acted  upon. 

"  The  quantity  of  claret,  Madeira,  Constantia,  Champagne, 
vin  de  Grave,  and  malt  liquors,  is  that  fixed  upon  by  Count 
Montholon  with  me,  who  told  me  that,  calculating  at  the  rate 
of  one  bottle  of  claret  daily  for  each  of  the  gentleman  and 
ladies,  exclusively  of  the  quantity  of  the  above-named  white 
wines  as  specified  in  scale  A,  would  be  sufficient,  and  that  for 
each  of  the  domestics  male  and  female,  living  in  the  house, 
one  bottle  of  Cape  wine  would  be  required. 

"The  Governor,  however,  considering  the  six  principal 
French  domestics  as  of  a  more  respectable  class  of  persons, 
directed  that  their  table  should  be  supplied  with  a  superior 
kind  of  wine,  and  they  were  stated  to  prefer  Teneriffe.  The 
English  soldier  servants  and  Chinese  employed  in  the  house 
received  their  island  rations,  and  were  not  included  in  the 
scale.  The  orderly  officer  and  surgeon  had  a  table  supplied 
separately,  at  a  fixed  amount  of  expense.  A  nominal  list  of 
the  persons  composing  the  establishment  at  Lougwood  at  this 
period,  supplied  as  per  schedule  A,  is  also  annexed  thereto. 
No.  1 ;  and  No.  2,  being  an  average  estimate  of  the  annual 
expense  calculated  on  this  scale,  likewise  accompanying  it. 
This  arrangement  continued  until  the  departure  of  Captain 
Piontkowski  and  three  French  domestics  for  the  Cape  and  an 
English  gardener  for  England,  the  removal  of  a  servant  of 
Count  Las  Cases,  and  the  discharge  of  one  of  General  Gour- 
gaud's,  both  inhabitants. 

"The  schedule  B  shows  the  rate  of  supplies  on  the  25th 
November,  1816,  after  the  departure  of  the  above  persons,  and 
the  alterations  that  took  place  in  consequence  ;  by  which  it 
will  appear  that  the  only  reduction  was  1  bottle  of  claret  and 
5  of  Cape  wine,  lOlbs.  of  meat,  and  lOlbs.  of  bread  ;  at  the 
same  time  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  Captain  Piontkowski  had  a 
separate  table  kept  for  him  while  at  Longwood  :   the  reduc- 
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tion  in  the  wine  was  in  conformity  to  Count  Montholon's  own 
previous  computation.  It  will  be  observed  in  this  scale  that 
an  increase  took  place  in  some  articles  (on  its  being  so  required 
through  the  purveyor)  on  the  21st  November  ;  the  expense 
for  vegetables  was  increased  from  20s.  to  26s.  daily,  and  the 
purveyor  was  informed  by  me  that,  when  the  amount  for  con- 
fectionery was  not  expended,  the  difference  was  to  be  added 
to  that  for  vegetables. 

"  Count  Las  Cases,  who  had  been  separated  from  Long- 
wood,  was,  as  well  as  his  son,  supplied  with  provisions,  wines, 
and  all  other  articles  necessary  for  the  table,  from  the  25th  to 
30th  November,  from  the  Governor's  own  house ;  and  upon 
their  removal  to  James  Town,  preparatory  to  their  embarka- 
tion for  the  Cape,  they  were  supplied  from  a  board  and  lodg- 
ing house  (Mr.  Solomon's)  until  the  30th  December,  when  they 
sailed.  The  additional  expense  incurred  on  account  of  these 
two  persons  from  the  25th  November  till  their  embarkation, 
includingtheirseastock  to  the  Cape,  amounted  to  £240  17s.  3d. 

"  No  diminution  whatever  was  made  in  the  supplies  of  the 
establishment  in  consequence  of  the  departure  of  Count  Las 
Cases  and  son.  Island  beef  exclusively  commenced  to  be 
issued,  through  the  contractor  employed  by  the  commissariat 
(Mr.  Barker),  on  the  27th  May,  1817,  and  has  been  thus  sup- 
plied ever  since.'     Schedule  C  will  be  found  to  contain  the 

'  The  following  note  was  sent  from  Major  Gorrequer  to  Captain  Blake- 
ney,  the  orderly  officer,  dated  December  31,  1817: — "Mr.  O'Meara 
having  yesterday  shown  the  Governor  a  sample  of  bread  sent  to  Long- 
wood  for  the  use  of  General  Bonaparte,  stating  at  the  same  time  it  had 
been  occasionally  bad  of  late,  I  inquired  the  reason  of  its  being  so.  I 
am  now  informed  by  Mr.  Carr,  the  baker,  who  came  up  here  himself 
this  morning  to  explain  the  circumstance,  that  the  cause  of  the  bread 
being  less  pleasant  to  the  taste  within  a  few  days  past  proceeds  from 
the  necessity  he  has  been  under  of  using  leaven  instead  of  yeast  during 
the  Christmas  holidays,  a  period  when  the  breweries  are  shut  up,  and 
an  evil  irremediable  for  a  few  days.  He  at  the  same  time  brought  up 
a  sample  of  rolls  made  of  yeast,  which  is  now  again  procurable,  and 
they  appeared  perfectly  well  made,  and  free  from  the  leaven  acidity  of 
the  sample  of  yesterday.  Mr.  Carr  has  received  the  strictest  injunctions 
to  spare  no  pains  to  have  a  constant  supply  of  the  best  flour  for  the  use 
of  Longwood,  and  he  seems  very  much  inclined  to  use  every  means  in 
his  power  to  furnish  the  best  quaUty  of  bread." 
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rate  of  supplies  on  the  29th  May,  1817,  also  the  increase  of 
several  articles,  viz.  bread,  on  a  request  made  hy  the  '  inaitre- 
d'hotel,'  Cipriani,  to  the  Governor  ;  an  additional  amount 
charged  for  fish,  in  consequence  of  the  price  having  risen ;  and, 
on  the  representation  of  Mr.  O'Meara  that  a  greater  quantity 
of  fuel  vi'ould  be  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  rainy  season 
having  set  in,  it  vi^as  increased  from  3^  cwt.  to  7  cwt.  of  coals 
daily  throughout  the  year,  and  the  wood  was  also  increased 
from  3  cwt.  to  6  cwt.,  because  an  aversion  was  stated  on  the 
part  of  General  Bonaparte  to  coals,  and  that  they  were  in 
consequence  only  used  for  preparing  hot-baths  (which  all  the 
families  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  using  at  Longwood). 

"Count  Montholon  having  requested  that  less  champagne 
should  be  sent,  and  that  the  difference  might  be  added  to  the 
quantity  of  vin  de  Grave,  this  last  was  immediately  doubled, 
but  no  decrease  took  place  in  the  quantity  of  Champagne. 

"The  assertion  of  Mr.  O'Meara,  in  his  scale  subjoined,  that 
the  claret  was  reduced  to  six  bottles  daily,  and  the  fowls  to 
five  in  number,  on  the  departure  of  Count  Las  Cases,  is  per- 
fectly groundless. 

"  In  consequence  of  a  memorandum  in  Mr.  O'Meara's  hand- 
writing presented  to  the  purveyor  by  the  '  maitre-d'hotel,' 
dated  3d  August,  requiring  an  increase  of  'rotis,'  turkeys, 
geese,  and  pigeons  were  accordingly  immediately  directed  to 
be  added  to  the  usual  quantity,  as  well  as  flour,  oil,  and  some 
other  minor  articles  (on  the  '  maitre  d'hotel's'  application),  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  above  schedule. 

"  Scale  D  is  the  list  of  supplies  as  furnished  on  the  4th  Au- 
gust, 1817,  which  continued  without  alteration  till  the  month 
of  December  following,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  Govern- 
or's becoming  informed  by  Cipriani  that  General  Montholon's 
family  lived  separately,  and  that  General  Gourgaud  also  did 
the  same  (instead  of  dining  at  General  Bonaparte's  table,  as 
had  been  the  custom  before),  a  bottle  of  claret  was  added,  and 
an  increase  took  place  in  some  other  articles. 

"  Schedule  E  contains  the  rate  at  which  the  supplies  were 
provided  on  the  27th  January,  1818,  which  continued  with-, 
out  alteration  during  the  whole  of  the  period  the  purveyor- 


34  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.         Chap.  XXIII. 

ship  /'imained  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Balcomhe,  viz.  to  31st 
Warcli,  1818. 

"The  annexed  certificate  of  the  officer  of  the  commissa- 
riat department  who  was  charged  with  the  issue  of  French 
wines  sent  by  the  English  Government  for  General  Bona- 
jparte's  establishment,  will  prove  that  the  quantity  of  claret 
supplied  at  Longwood  by  him  has  always  exceeded,  during 
the  time  adverted  to  by  Mr.  O'Meara,  the  rate  oi  eight  bot- 
%\es  per  day ;  and  that  for  two-thirds  of  that  time,  viz.  from 
';he  1st  October,  1816,  to  30th  June,  1817,  it  has  not  been 
less  than  nine  bottles,  for  the  delivery  of  which  the  '  maitre- 
■d'hotel's  receipts  were  regularly  given  to  him  ;  and  that 
Champagne  and  vin  de  Grave  have  been  furnished  at  the 
rate  of  1^  bottles  daily  for  the  period  Mr.  O'Meara  speaks 
of. 

"  The  Madeira,  Constantia,  Teneriffe,  and  Cape  wines  have 
been  regularly  supplied,  according  to  the  rates  stated  in  the 
schedules,  by  the  purveyor  (as  will  appear  by  the  accounts 
sent  home),  for  the  delivery  of  which  the  receipts  of  the 
'  maitre-d' hotel'  were  invariably  taken.  Burgundy  imported 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  some  of  the  choicest  Constantia 
(white  and  red),  procured  at  the  Cape,  were  sent  to  Long- 
wood,  exclusively  of  the  wines  mentioned  in  the  schedules.^ 

"The  purveyor's  accounts,  specifying  all  the  supplies  furn- 
ished, were  always  certified  as  received  (before  payment  was 
made  to  him)  by  Count  Montholon.  If  in  any  case  the  sup- 
plies have  been  below  the  quantity  stated  in  the  schedules,  it 
could  not  be  avoided,  the  articles  not  being  procurable,  and 
this  could  have  been  but  very  rarely  indeed.  I  have  invari- 
ably and  repeatedly  desired  of  the  purveyor  on  no  account 

^  Extract  of  a  note  from  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  the  orderly  officer  at 
Longwood,  dated  August  27,  1817: — "I  have  sent  also  a  case  of  three 
dozen  Burgundy,  received  as  a  sample  from  Rio  Janeiro  ;  and  I  have 
given  orders  also  for  some  flour,  received  on  my  own  account  from 
Rio  Janeiro,  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Balcombe  for  the  use  of  the  establish- 
ment." 

Another  case  of  three  dozen  Burgundy  was  afterward  sent,  and  two 
casks  of  the  best  Constantia.  The  Governor  repeatedly  provided  the 
purveyor  with  American  flour,  butter,  cheese  and  other  articles,  out  of 
his  own  stores,  when  there  was  any  deficiency. 
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whatever  to  aiTord  the  least  ground  of  complaint  m  this  par- 
ticular. Fruit  and  fish,  are  articles  which  were  not  always 
to  be  obtained  to  the  extent  required. 

"After  Captain  Piontkowski,  Count  Las  Cases  and  his  son, 
three  French  domestics,  and  several  English  servants  were  re- 
moved, in  October  and  November,  1816,  there  only  remain- 
ed General  Bonaparte,  three  officers,  two  ladies,  and  a  few 
children  (some  of  them  infants)  to  be  supplied,  exclusively  of 
the  domestics  ;  and  one  of  these  three  officers.  General  Gour- 
gaud,  left  Longwood  in  Februaiy,  1818. 

"  Macaroni,  vermicelli,  and  dried  haricots,  liqueurs,  foreign 
cheeses  of  superior  description.  Mocha  cofree,^  &c.,  have  been 
supplied,  which  are  not  noticed  in  the  schedules. 

"On  the  5th  of  March,  1818,  subsequent  to  the  death  of 
Cipriani  and  departure  of  General  Gourgaud,  Count  Montho- 
lon  informed  me  he  had  desired  the  purveyor  to  send  a  lesser 
proportion  of  Teneriffe  wine,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
the  former  ;  and  stated  his  intention  also  of  making  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  other  wines,  the  meat,  and  the  bread,  as  there  was 
a  greater  quantity  of  these  last  articles  provided  than  was 
necessary  for  the  actual  number  of  persons  in  the  establish- 
ment. I  said  the  Governor  wished  the  house  to  be  amply 
provided,  though  at  the  same  time  he  was  desirous  that  waste 
should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible,  which  there  was  rea- 
son to  suppose  had  taken  place,  from  upward  of  20  lbs.  of 
wax  candles  having  been  found  in  possession  of  one  of  the 
English  soldier  servants  employed  at  the  house.  The  Count 
spoke  much  about  the  waste  occasioned  by  General  Gourgaud's 
mode  of  living,  and  said  that  their  eating  separately  had  cer- 
tainly caused  an  increased  consumption,  but  that  now  there 
would  be  one  table  less  to  provide  for  ;  and  he  added,  '  Soyez 
sur  que  nous  sommes  tres  bien  persuades  de  la  bonne  volontS 

*  Extract  of  a  note  from  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  the  orderly  officer, 
dated  August  27,  1817: — "The  bearer  will  deliver  a  bag  of  coffee  sent 
me  by  Mr.  Farquhar,  Governor  of  the  Isle  of  France,  destined  particu- 
larly for  General  Bonaparte's  use.  It  is  the  whole  of  what  I  received, 
and  is  of  a  quality  tl>at  can  not  be  again  readily  procured.  Another  bag 
is  sent  up  of  the  best  quality  that  can  be  generally  had — recommended 
also  as  being  superior,  but  not  so  perfect  as  the  other." 
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du  Gouverneur.'  On  my  showing  him  copy  of  the  schedule 
C,  he  said  there  was,  it  appeared,  an  increase  in  several  ar- 
ticles, -which  the  late  '  maitre-d'hotel'  (Cipriani)  had  not 
mentioned  to  him,  and  which  he  was  not  before  aware  of,  in 
consequence  of  not  having  for  a  long  time  past  examined  his 
books,  on  account  of  his  (the  '  maitre-d'hotel's')  illness  and 
death  ;  but  he  promised  to  examine  the  list  which  I  left  with 
him,  and  to  make  such  alterations  as  the  reduction  in  the 
numbers  of  the  establishment  would  permit. 

"  On  the  21st  March  I  again  saw  Count  Montholon,  who 
in  the  course  of  conversation  respecting  the  supplies  for  the  es- 
tablishment said,  ■  Nous  n'avons  aucun  reproche  a  faire  au 
Gouverneur  ;  nous  ne  nous  plaignions  de  rien,  et  nous  avons 
abondance  de  tout  ce  qui  est  necessaire;'  that  he  found  since 
he  last  saw  me,  eight  bottles  of  claret  daily  would  be  sufficient, 
and  one  of  vin  de  Grave  ;  that  from  10  to  15  bottles  of  Cham- 
pagne monthly  would  be  quite  ample  ;  one  of  Constantia 
daily  was  more  than  was  used  (particularly  as  they  had  re- 
ceived 360  bottles  of  Constantia  the  preceding  year,  besides 
what  was  regularly  furnished  by  the  purveyor) ;  that  they 
always  had  an  ample  provision  of  Champagne,  even  at  times 
too  much,  for  at  the  very  moment  he  was  speaking  there 
were  no  less  than  3  cases  in  their  possession  untouched,  and 
more  than  a  case  of  via  de  Grave  ;  that  sending  them  more 
of  those  wines  than  they  used  was  '  inutile,'  as  they  would 
be  obliged  to  say,  '  You  give  us  too  great  a  quantity,'  and  it 
was  therefore  better  they  should  appply  for  it  when  wanted. 
'  Presque  toutes  les  fois,'  continued  he,  '  que  Mr.  Darling  vient 
ici,  il  me  demande,  Avez  vous  assez  de  vin  ?  vous  manque-t-il 
quelque  chose  ?  et  je  lui  reponds  toujoui's,  que  nous  ne  man- 
quons  de  rien.' 

"  The  Count  said  he  had  found  nuich  fault  with  Cipriani 
for  allowing  one  bottle  of  claret  daily  to  the  cook,  it  never 
having  been  their  intention  that  wine  should  have  been  used 
hut  '  pour  la  table  des  rnaitres,'  and  he  had  immediately  or- 
dered it  to  be  discontinued  ;  that,  notwithstanding  the  good 
opinion  he  had  of  Cipriani,  he  found  there  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  '  coulage'  (leakage)  under  him. 
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"  Count  Montholon  then  mentioned  to  me  all  the  reductions 
he  thought  might  be  made  in  the  supplies,  and  I  took  a  me- 
morandum of  them  under  his  own  eye. 

"  The  '  Emperor'  had  observed  to  him,  he  added,  that  al- 
though they  thought  proper  to  ke«p  separate  tables  that  was 
not  a  reason  why  the  British  Government  should  be  burdened 
with  any  greater  expense  in  consequence.  The  Count  again 
acknowledged  his  sense  of  the  attention  the  Governor  had 
paid  to  their  being  well  provided. 

"  I  mentioned  to  Count  Montholon  that  the  purveyorship 
was  to  be  conducted  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Ibbetson  from  the 
1st  of  April  ensuing,  as  Mr.  Balcombe's  situation  of  purveyor 
would  cease  on  the  31st  of  March.  He  replied,  that  was  a 
subject  in  which  they  of  course  took  no  interest  ;  it  signified 
nothing  to  them  whether  this  or  that  person  was  employed  as 
'  fournisseur  ;'  it  was  naturally  a  matter  for  the  Governor's 
determination. 

"  The  preceding  details  on  the  supplies  provided  for  the 
establishment  at  Longwood  from  September,  1816,  to  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  will  generally  refute  Mr.  O'Meara's  allegations  on 
that  subject. 

"  Mr.  O'Meara  states,  that '  an  order  was  given  in  writing 
by  the  Governor,  directing  Mr.  Breame,  the  Company's  farm- 
er, to  supply  the  French  monthly  with  a  stipulated  quantity 
of  veal  at  their  own  expense  ;'  the  demand  was  made  through 
him.  He  then  proceeds  to  assert  'that  Mr.  Balcombe,  the 
purveyor,  having  been  rigidly  restricted  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
to  a  certain  price  in  the  purchase  of  sheep,  the  mutton  was 
frequently  of  a  very  bad  quality,  as  no  good  sheep  were  to  be 
obtained  from  the  farmers  at  the  prices  fixed  by  him,  although 
good  ones  were  to  be  purchased  at  a  considerable  increase. 
Similar  restrictions  in  the  price  of  poultry  also  frequently  pre- 
vented any  of  good  quality  from  arriving  at  Longwood.' 

"  There  never  was  any  permanently  fixed  price  for  the 
sheep,  as  will  be  apparent  by  reference  to  the  purveyor's  ac- 
counts transmitted  to  England. 

"From  the  1st  July  up  to  the  23d  of  October,  1816,  the 
price  of  sheep  charged  by  the  purveyor  never  exceeded,  but 
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in  the  instance  of  a  single  one  (which  cost  £2  10s.),  £2  5s.  ;^ 
and  when  his  supplies  failed  him,  he  was  allowed  to  re- 
ceive from  the  East  India  Company's  stockyard  good  stall-fed 
sheep  at  that  rate. 

"  From  the  24th  October  to  the  5th  December  he  contin- 
ued receiving  sheep  as  he  required  them  from  the  Company's 
stockyard,  but  at  the  rate  of  £2  10s.,  the  price  having  been 
increased  from  the  former  date  5s.  a  head. 

"  The  number  of  sheep  in  the  Company's  stockyard  being 
at  this  time  very  much  reduced,  and  it  becoming  necessary  to 
reserve  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  use  of  the  hospitals,  Mr. 
Balcombe  was  desired  to  endeavor  to  procure  thera  elsewhere,^ 
and  on  the  3d  of  December  he  reported  to  the  Governor  that 
the  island  farmers  asked  £2  15s.  ;  the  Governor  (now  re- 
ferred to  for  the  first  time  with  respect  to  the  price)  did  not 
see  any  motive,  because  the  purveyor  had  not  made  a  pre- 
vious arrangement  for  a  regular  supply  from  the  Cape,  that 
any  encouragement  should  be  held  out  to  increase  the  market 
price  on  the  island,  and  he  therefore  directed  that  the  pur- 
veyor should  obtain  them  fi-om  the  Company's  farm  at  the 
usual  rate. 

"From  the  5th  December  to  the  11th  February,  1817,  the 
purveyor  was  consequently  supplied  from  the  Company's  farm 
at  the  rate  of  £2  10s  ;  the  sheep  from  this  farm,  which  is 
the  largest  on  the  island,  being  equal  to  those  bred  on  other 
farms. 

"  On  the  9th  of  February  the  purveyor  was  directed  to  es- 
tablish a  regular  stockyard,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  stall-feed- 
ing cattle  and  sheep  for  the  Longwood  establishment ;    he 

'  During  the  months  of  February  and  March,  1816,  ?.  e.  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  the  average  price  of  island  sheep  was 
£2  15s. 

^  Note  from  Mr.  Balcombe  to  Major  Gorrequer,  dated  December  3, 
1817  : — "  I  have  supplied  all  the  sheep  I  had  to  the  Longwood  estab- 
lishment at  505.  each,  and  have  made  application  to  the  farmers  to  know 
their  prices,  and  find  the  lowest  will  be  55s.  each.  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  you  to  let  me  know  as  early  as  possible  whether  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  will  permit  me  to  purchase  them  from  the  farmers  at  that 
rate." 
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commeneed  forming  his  flock  of  sheep  from  those  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Company's  farm,  but  not  being  able  to  pro- 
cure a  sufficiency  from  thence,  he  began  on  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary purchasing  them  from  the  island  farmers  at  the  rate  of 
£3  each,  and  furnished  his  stockyard  partly  from  the  island 
farmers,  partly  from  the  Company's  farm,  and  sheep  imported 
into  the  island. '^ 

"  The  sheep  purchased  at  the  lowe.st  prices,  it  however  will 
be  found  by  reference  to  the  purveyor's  accounts,  were  those 
which  weighed  most. 

"  The  expense  of  the  sheep  furnished  from  the  purveyor's 
stockyard  from  the  9th  of  February  to  the  30th  June,  1817, 
was  found  so  great,  as  will  appear  by  the  letter  marked  F, 
that  from  that  date  they  were  directed  to  be  exclusively  sup- 
plied from  the  East  India  Company's  stockyard ;  and  the 
average  price  of  them  (Cape  breed)  has  ever  since  been  from 
£1  12s.  8d.  to  £2  lis.  &d.,  including  keep  and  fattening. 
From  that  period  the  best  mutton  has  been  invariably  sup- 
plied, and  no  complaints  on  that  head  have  been  made  at 
Longwood.  On  the  contrary,  acknowledgments  have  been 
received  of  their  satisfaction. 

"  The  purveyor  was  always  permitted  to  charge  5s.  6d.  for 
fowls  which  was  6d.  more  than  the  current  price,  in  order  that 
there  should  be  no  complaint  at  Longwood,  and  also  to  indem- 
nify himself  for  such  as  might  die ;  but  as  the  fowls  were, 
notwithstanding,  disapproved  of,  and  that  [as  ?]  one  of  the 
French  servants  at  Longwood  had  offered  to  furnish  them  of 
a  better  sort,  he  (the  French  servant)  was  allowed  6s.  a  piece 
for  them  ;  and  a  poultry-house  was  built  for  him  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  to  enable  him  to  rear  them,  which  he  continued 
to  do  for  some  months.  The  market-price  was  at  this  time 
only  5s.  The  price  charged  by  the  purveyor  for  all  sorts  of 
poultry  was  always  the  highest  paid  in  the  island.      The  stew- 

'  Extract  from  a  note  from  Major  Gorrequer  to  Mr.  Balcombe,  dated 
January  10,  1817: — "A  complaint  has  been  made,  through  the  or- 
derly officer  at  Longwood,  of  the  quality  of  the  mutton  sent  up  these 
two  or  three  last  days.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  give  the  strictest 
directions  that  it  is  sent  up  of  the  best  quality  V 
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ard  of  Plantation  House,  -where  the  greatest  consumption  takes 
place,  was  always  found  (whenever  questioned  on  the  price 
of  poultry)  to  pay  less  than  the  purveyor  ;  since  the  purvey- 
orship  was  put  into  other  hands  the  price  of  fowls  has  never 
exceeded  5s.,  and  those  of  approved  description. 

"  The  highest  price  was  always  paid  to  insure  good  butch- 
er's meat  {i.  e.  island  beef  when  supplied).  The  purveyor  had 
tonnage  appropriated  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  importing  cat- 
tle, sheep,  poultry,  and  all  other  kind  of  stock  and  provi.sions 
by  every  Government  vessel  which  went  to  the  Cape  or  other 
places  for  supplies,  and  which,  had  he  fully  availed  himself 
of,  would  have  enabled  him  to  obtain  all  those  articles  at  per- 
haps one-third,  or  at  least  one-half  of  the  island  prices. 

"  As  a  proof  how  little  restricted  the  purveyor  was  in  the 
price  of  the  supplies  for  Longwood,  notwithstanding  a  salary 
of  £500  per  annum,  and  the  means  afforded  him  of  import- 
ing free  of  freight,  the  annexed  paper'  will  show  that  he 
charged  the  retail  price  upon  articles  which  ought  to  have 
been  procured  at  a  price  much  below  that  of  the  dealers. 


Comparative  Rate  of  Prices. 


;  Prime  Cost 
at  the  Cape 
or  elsewhere. 


Island 
Prices. 


Madeira per  bottle 

Constantia     do. 

Teneriflfe do. 

Cape  wine do. 

Rum do. 

Cape  butter   per  lb. 

Lard do. 

Vinegar per  bottle 

Rice per  cwt. 

CofTee do. 

Flour do. 

Salt per  gallon 

Pepper per  lb. 

Capers per  pint 

Soap per  lb. 

Loaf  sugar do. 


s.  d. 

3  4 

6  0 

2  3 


16  0 

0  10 

0  5 

0  8 

0  9 

1  9 


«.    d. 

\       5  10 

10     6 

;     4   2 

'        2     6 

2s.  6rf.to3s 
2     0 

2  6 

i  11.  4s  Od. 

3  0 


2     6 


Purveyor's 
Prices. 


i.    d. 

5  10 

10     6 

4     2 


i;.  10s.  Od. 
1     6 


0  5 

1  1 

2  0 
5  3 

1  3 

2  6 
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But  would  it  have  been  just  toward  the  inhabitants,  the  navy 
and  military,  ships  taking  in  refreshments,  and  strangers  ar- 
riving at  the  island,  that  the  purveyor  should  have  been  left 
to  his  own  discretion  to  pay  any  price  for  articles  of  consump- 
tion, merely  because  they  were  for  General  Bonaparte's  estab- 
lishment, and  that  he  knew  Government  would  repay  him, 
thus  enhancing  the  market  prices  to  the  prejudice  of  all 
others  ?  And  was  it  not  proper  that  before  he  increased  his 
charges  he  should  have  made  it  appear  that  a  necessity  for 
it  existed  ? 

"  Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  a  tariff  of 
prices  had  been  established  for  all  sorts  of  fresh  provisions  on 
the  island,  but  since  the  increase  of  population  it  has  not  been 
enforced,  and  the  competition  in  the  market  has  generally 
regulated  the  price  ;  how  much,  therefore,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, could  not  the  purveyor  have  influenced  those 
prices,  by  giving  higher  ones  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  ! 

"  In  saying  that  there  was  a  stop  put  to  fresh  butter  for 
Longwood  by  the  Governor's  purchasing  the  cows  that  for- 
merly supplied  the  milk  that  made  it,  Mr.  O'Meara  is  in  con- 
tradiction with  his  own  scale,  as  he  therein  mentions  fresh 
butter  as  one  of  the  items.  The  fact  is,  that  it  was  for  a  long 
time  very  rarely  to  be  had,  and  when  procured  very  poor,  and 
good  Cape  butter  very  superior.  The  farmer  who  contracts 
for  the  beef,  forage,  &c.,  at  last  engaged  to  make  it  purposely 
for  General  Bonaparte,  who  has  ever  since  been  constantly 
supplied  with  the  best.  Half  a  pound  per  day  was  the  quan- 
tity first  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Longwood,  but  the  '  maitre- 
d'hotel'  said  it  was  too  much,  and  he  himself  fixed  the  quan- 
tity required  to  be  furnished  ;  the  price  is  7s.  6d.  per  lb. 

"  With  regard  to  Mr.  O'Meara's  assertion,  that  until  Octo- 
ber, 1817,  when  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  caused  island  bullocks  to 
be  slaughtered,  the  meat  was  almost  invariably  of  a  bad 
quality,  &c.,  and  that  '  from  being  carted  up  in  the  sun  it 
was  often,  on  its  arrival,  stinking,  and  unfit  for  human  use,' 
I  shall  quote  what  Mr.  O'Meara  said  a  month  previous 
(viz.  on  the  2d  September,  1817)  in  my  presence,  to  Sir  Hud- 
son  Lowe  upon   this  subject,  in   consequence  of  the   lallcr 
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adverting  to  what  Santini  had  asserted  in  his  pamphlet  on 
that  point : 

"  '  That  he  (Mr.  O'Meara)  had  in  three  or  four  instances 
sent  back  meat  which  was  fly-blown,  in  consequence  of  being 
brought  up  not  properly  sheltered  from  the  rays  of  the  sun ; 
it  had,  however,  come  up  in  that  state  but  a  very  few  times,  as 
it  was  afterward  properly  covered  over  ;  that  Santini  would 
of  course  exaggerate  the  thing  as  much  as  possible.' 

"  The  Governor  having  asked  him  if,  on  the  occaslop.  of  his 
sending  the  meat  back,  the  same  quantity  had  always  been 
replaced,  he  answered,  Yes,  certainly,  he  believed,  but  per- 
haps not  in  every  case  the  same  day.  He  further  stated  that 
the  meat  sent  up  for  a  Imig  time  past  had  been  extremely 
good. 

"  Mr.  O'Meara  declares,  '  that  several  articles  indispensable 
to  the  table  were  frequently  of  bad  quality,  in  consequence  of 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  having  compelled  the  purveyor  to  purchase 
damaged  and  musty  provisions  at  the  Company's  stores,'  &c. 
The  purveyor  was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  from  the  stores 
before  the  arrival  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and  it  was  continued 
because  the  articles  from  thence  were  equally  good  as  in  the 
shops,  and  at  a  lower  rate  ;  there  were  very  few  articles  of  a 
perishable  nature  in  the  stores  ;  and  if  the  purveyor  had  ever 
received  any  thing  of  a  bad  quality  from  thence,  he  would 
have  been  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  the  Governor's  direc- 
tions, which'^always  were  to  provide  the  best  of  every  thing. 
In  some  cases,  however,  where  cheese  was  represented  by  him 
not  so  fresh  in  the  stores  as  could  be  procured  in  the  town,  he 
was  desired  to  purchase  them  [it  ?]  there. 

"  Mr.  O'Meara  also  asserts,  that  '  any  savings  made  by  the 
French  in  articles  allowed  by  the  Governor  and  not  consumed 
by  them  (the  English  confectionery  for  example)  were  ordered 
by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  be  credited  to  the  account  of  Govern- 
ment, instead  of  allowing  the  French  to  balance  by  means  of 
them  (as  they  desired)  any  increase  of  consumption  in  other 
articles.'  So  far  the  reverse,  on  a  representation  being  made 
tliat  the  allowance  of  confectionery  was  more  than  requisite, 
the  surplus  was,  and  has  ever  since  been,  appropriated  to  a 
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further  supply  of  vegetables  as  desired,  in  addition  to  what 
was  before  provided  as  per  schedule.^ 

"  The  following  statement  of  Mr.  O'Meara,  viz.  that  '  on 
the  8th  of  April,  1818,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  required  that  the 
French  should  not  draw  more  than  £100  per  month  for  the 
extra  expenses  of  the  establishment  and  of  their  private  fam- 
ilies, but  that,  when  Madame  Bertrand  or  the  others  wanted 
to  make  purchases,  she  or  they  should  apply  through  the 
orderly  officer  specifying  them,  and  then  that  payment  should 
be  made  to  the  vendors  by  '  bons'  drawn  upon  Major  Gorre- 
quer,  and  countersigned  by  the  orderly  officer  at  Longwood,' 
I  shall  refute  by  giving  the  following  relation  of  what  passed 
in  conversation  between  Count  Bertrand  and  myself  on  the 
1st,  7th,  and  8th  April,  viz  : 

"  On  the  1st  of  April,  1818,  Count  Bertrand  having  re- 
quested to  see  me  at  Longwood,  he  delivered  to  me  the 
paper  annexed,^  containing  the  statement  of  certain  sums  they 
would  require,  he  said,  to  draw  for  inonthly,  by  bills  on  En- 
gland, for  the  use  of  the  establishment,  the  families,  and  pay- 
ing the  wages  of  the  domestics,  &c.,  and  begged  Mr.  Ibbetson 
might  be  allowed  to  cash  bills  to  that  amount,  and  pay  the 
the  sums  as  therein  specified. 

"On  the  7th  of  April  I  again  waited  on  Count  Bertrand, 
and  informed  him  the  Governor  would  give  authority  for  the 
payment  of  the  following  items  of  the  '  Repartition  mensuelle,' 

'  Memorandum  sent  to  the  purveyor  by  Major  Gorrequer,  November 
21,  1816  : — "  If  the  whole  allowance  for  confectionery  is  not  used,  the 
saving  under  that  head  may  be  laid  out  in  vegetables,  if  so  required." 

^  Repartition  mensuelle  de  fonds  pour  les  besoins  de  Longwood : 

1°.    Au  Signer  Marchand,  pour  la  toilette  de  I'Empereur.  1,000  fr. 

2°.  Pour  les  besoins  de  la  maison,  au  Signer  Pierron.  .  .  3,475 

3°.  Au  Comte  Bertrand 2,000 

4°.  Au  Comte  Montholon 2,000 

B°.  Aux  domestiques  pour  gages 1,525 

Total fr.  10,000 

S'il  se  presentait  quelques  depenses  extracrdinaires,  on  y  pourvoirait 
par  une  repartition  ad  hoc. 
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viz. — To  Marchand,  for  the  toilet,  1000  francs;  to  Count 
Bertrand,  2000  francs;  to  Count  Montholon,  2000  francs; 
and  for  the  domestics'  wages,  1525  francs  ;  but  that  he  con- 
sidered 2400  francs  monthly  as  the  utmost  he  would  be  jus- 
tified in  continuing  the  payment  of  on  account  of  the  house 
expenses  (and  that  o?ily  ivhen  the  case  of  an  actual  expendi- 
ture  was  jnade  out),  as  the  supplies  were  at  present  so  amply 
furnished.  If  more  was  at  any  time  wanting,  a  demand  '  ad 
hoc'  should  be  made.  That  his  objection,  however,  was  not 
so  much  to  the  amount  as  to  the  form  of  payment ;  he  did  not 
wish  so  much  money  to  be  paid  in  hand  ;  all  bills  for  the  house 
or  private  expenses  might  be  paid,  to  the  amount  specified  in 
the  monthly  '  repartition,'  by  a  check  on  Mr.  Ibbetson.  The 
Governor  suggested  this  as  the  best  mode  to  pursue,  as  well 
for  private  convenience  as  to  obviate  difficulty,  both  on  his 
part  and  that  of  Government,  whose  instructions  would  not 
bear  the  Governor  out  in  cash  payments,  except  under  such 
forms.  I  then  handed  him  a  printed  check-book  to  be  used 
in  giving  orders  (or  '  bons')  on  Mr.  Ibbetson. 

"  On  the  8th  of  April  Count  Bertrand  again  requested  to 
see  me  at  Longwood,  and,  having  called  upon  him,  he  showed 
me  some  papers  particularizing  various  incidental  expenses 
they  were  obliged  to  incur,  and  strongly  urged  that  the  amount 
of  the  monthly  repartition  might  be  paid  them  in  cash  by 
Mr.  Ibbetson,  General  Bonaparte  having  expressed  his  most 
decided  determination  not  to  admit  the  checks.  I  again 
repeated  that  it  was  not  so  much  against  the  amount  of 
the  sums  demanded  monthly  that  the  Governor  had  any 
objection,  as  against  payments  in  cash  generally,  where  he 
had  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
expended. 

"After  these  conversations  with  Count  Bertrand, Mr.  Ibbetson 
was  authorized  by  the  Governor  to  pay  the  monthly  reparti- 
tion, in  consequence  of  the  explanation  given  by  Count  Ber- 
trand of  the  intended  appropriation  of  the  different  sums 
therein  mentioned,  and  the  difficulty  which  he  represented  of 
their  discharging  in  all  cases  their  bills  by  '  bons  ;'   and  Mr. 
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Ibbetaon,  on  receiving  drafts  upon  a  house  in  London  for  the 
amount  of  the  monthly  repartition,  paid  the  sums  therein 
specified  to  the  persons  indicated. 

"Mr.  O'Meara's  assertion  that  £100  was  all  that  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  would  allow  to  be  drawn  for  the  extra  expenses  of  the 
establishment  and  of  their  private  families,  when  the  monthly 
repartition  submitted  and  authorized  to  be  paid  after  the  con- 
versation with  Count  Bertrand,  on  the  8th  of  April  was  10,000 
francs,  or  £416  13s.  4fZ.,  is  just  as  correct  as  the  other  asser- 
tion which  follows  it,  viz.,  if  Madame  Bertrand,  &c.,  wanted 
to  make  purchases,  that  payment  should  be  made  to  the  vend- 
ors by  '  bons'  drawn  upon  Major  Gorrequer,  when  it  is  noto- 
rious I  never  had  a  fraction  of  public  money  in  my  hands 
since  I  came  to  this  island,  nor  of  money  of  the  establishment 
at  Longwood  in  my  possession  or  under  my  charge,  the  pur- 
veyor having  been  the  only  person  who  transacted  their  pecu- 
niary concerns. 

"  In  the  conversation  I  had  with  Count  Bertrand  on  the 
8th  of  April,  he  made  the  following  remark  : 

"  '  L'Empereur  n'a  qu'a  parler  pour  avoir  des  millions  ;  il 
n'a  qu'a  donner  un  morceau  de  papier  de  cette  grandeur  la' 
(showing  me  a  bit  of  paper  of  an  inch  square)  '  qui  vaudrait 
un  million.' 

"  On  the  16th  October,  1818,  Count  Montholon  said  to  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  in  my  presence — 

"  '  Je  me  plais  aussi  a  tous  rendre  justice  sur  un  autre 
sujet ;  c'est-a-dire,  Tapprovislonnement  de  la  maison,  ou  vous 
avez  mis  toute  sorte  d' attentions,  et  qui  est  arrive  a  un  degre 
de  regularite  que  nous  n'avions  jamais  connu  auparavant. 
Si  j'avais  a  declarer  mes  sentiments  la-dessus,  je  dirais  que  te 
service  de  la  maison  n'a  jamais  ete  aussi  bien  fait  comme  il 
Test  aujourd'hui,  et  I'a  ete  depuis  longtems  ;  que  nous  n'avons 
jamais  ete  aussi  abondamment  pourvus  que  nous  le  sommes 
actuellement  (meme  du  commencement),  et  qu'il  ne  nous  reste 
rien  a  desirer  sur  cet  objet ;  qu'on  supplee  amplement  a  tons 
nos  besoins,  et  qu'il  n'y  a  eu  depuis  notre  arrivee  que  pendant 
quelque  tems  seulement,  a  I'occasion  du  retranchement  que  par 
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suite  des  ordres  de  votre  Gouveriiement  vous  avez  ete  oblige 
de  faire,  ou  nous  ayons  manque  de  quelque  chose.'' 
"St.  Helena,  1819." 

^   "  General  Statement  of  the  Wines  supplied  for  General  Bona- 
parte's Establishment,  from  October  1,  1816,  to  June  30,  1817. 

Quarter  commencing  October  1,  ani  ending  December  31,  1816. 
Supplied  from  the  Government  stores  :  Bottles 

Claret 830 

Vin  de  Grave 72 

Champagne 36 

Supplied  by  the  purveyor : 

Cape 2038 

Teneriffe     552 

Madeira 1 04 

Constantia 92 

Quarter  from  January  1,  to  March  31,  1817. 

Supplied  from  the  Government  stores  : 

Claret 816 

Port 24 

Vin  de  Grave 120 

Champagne 36 

Supplied  by  the  purveyor  : 

Cape. 1620 

Teneriffe 540 

Madeira 90 

Constantia 90 

Quarter  from  April  1,  to  June  30,  1817. 

Supplied  from  the  Government  stores  : 

Claret 732 

Vin  de  Grave 120 

Champagne 36 

Supplied  by  the  purveyor  ; 

Cape. 1642 

Teneriffe 545 

Madeira 9I 

Constantia gi 

The  quantity  of  malt  liquors  supplied  for  the  period  belovir  mentioned 
was  1512  bottles,  viz.  : 

Quarter  from  October  1,  to  December  31,  1816 504 

Ditto         January  1,  to  March  31,  1817 492 

Ditto         April  1,  to  June  30 300 

Ditto        July  1,  to  September  30 216 

1512 
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About  this  time  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  received  a  letter  from 

Lord  Charles  Somerset,  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
■where  it  will  be  remembered  Las  Cases  proceeded  on  quitting 
St.  Helena,  and  in  it  he  thus  spoke  of  the  Count  and  his 
Journal : 

Mr.  O'Meara's  Scale,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Observations. 

Allowed  by  Government  from  October,  1816,  to  June,  1817; 
Daily. 

Meat,  beef  and  mutton  included 82  lbs. 

Fowls,  in  number 6 

Bread 66  lbs. 

Butter 5" 

Lard 2  lbs. 

Salad  oil - Z\  pints. 

Sugar-candy r 4  lbs. 

Coffee 2     " 

Tea,  green \  " 

Do.  black i  " 

Candles,  wax 8     " 

Eggs,  in  number 30 

Common  sugar 5  lbs. 

Cheese 1     " 

Vinegar 1  quart, 

Flour 5  lbs. 

Salt  meat 6 

Firewood 3  cwt. 

Porter  or  ale 3  bottles. 

Vegetables  in  value Ws. 

Fruit 10s. 

Confectionery 8s. 

Per  Fortnight. 

Ducks,  in  number  8 

Turkeys 2 

Geese 2 

Loaf  sugar 3  loaves 

Fine  rice i  bag. 

Hams  (not  to  exceed  141bs.  each),  in  number.  2 

Coals 45  bushels. 

Fish,  in  value 80s. 

Milk 98s. 

Fresh  butter,   salt,  mustard,   pepper,  capers, 

lamp-oil,  peas,  not  to  exceed  in  value 71. 
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^'  The  whole  of  the  Count's  publication  (if  it  really  be  his) 
is  so  contemptible  a  performance,  that  I  own  his  wailings  and 
his  complaints,  as  far  as  they  involve  myself,  are  matters  per- 
fectly indifferent  to  me  :  with  regard  to  his  assertions  respect- 
ing the  Cape,  and  his  treatment  here,  I  know  them  to  be  so 
absolutely  and  impudently  false,  that  it  is  not  too  much  to 
presume  that  there  is  not  a  single  correct  statement  in  the 
whole  book." 

Wine,  daily. 

Bottles 

Champagne,  or  vin  de  Grave 1 

Madeira 1 

Constantia 1 

Claret 6 

N.B. — Since  the  departure  of  Las  Cases  and  Piontkowski  the  meat 
has  been  reduced  to  721bs.  daily,  and  5  fowls  daily.  Cape  wine  for  the 
servants,  at  the  rate  of  a  bottle  a  day,  was  also  given  by  Government, 
not  included  in  the  above  scale." 
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RUMOKS   OF    PLANS    FOR    ESCAPE DR.   VERLINg's    ACCOUNT    OF 

PROPOSAL     MADE     TO    HIM     BY    COUNT     MONTHOLON NAPO- 

LEON's    STATEMENT   OF   GRIEVANCES    TO   MR.   RICKETTS SIR 

HUDSON  LOWe's  EXPLANATION  OF  HIS  REFUSAL  TO  COMMUNI- 
CATE   WITH    COUNT    BERTRAND DIFFICULTIES    THROWN    IN 

THE  WAY  OF  THE  ORDERLY'  OFFICER DEPARTURE  OP  MADAME 

MONTHOLON  FROM  ST.  HELENA BRIBE  OFFERED  TO  CAPTAIN 

RIPLEY   TO   CONVEY  A   LETTER,  FROM   LONGWOOD   TO   EUROPE 
DEPARTURE  OF  SIR  GEORGE  BINGHAM. 

In  the  course  of  the  month  the  Governor  received  other 
dispatches  from  Lord  Bathurst,  in  one  of  which  he  authorized 
him  to  dispense  with  the  delivery  of  regular  bulletins  of  Na- 
poleon's health  if  he  continued  to  object  to  them.  They  were 
in  future  only  to  be  required  in  case  of  serious  indisposition. 
In  another  dispatch  Lord  Bathurst  gave  instructions  that,  in 
the  event  of  Bonaparte  being  seen  by  some  British  medical 
oiEcer  at  those  times  of  the  day  which  he  had  pointed  out  in 
a  former  letter,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  Governor  to 
insist  on  the  admission  of  the  orderly  officer,  provided  he  him- 
self received  from  the  medical  officer,  each  morning  and  even- 
ing, an  assurance  that  Bonaparte  was  indisposed,  and  actual- 
ly at  Longwood. 

These  dispatches  were  accompanied  by  a  private  letter 
from  Mr.  Goulburn,  which  is  worth  quoting,  to  show  how 
much  apprehension  was  felt  in  England  as  to  the  possibility 
of  Napoleon's  escape.  He  said  that  an  East  India  captain 
had  reported  that  an  American  ship  had  put  into  St.  Helena 
on  the  plea  of  distress,  and  that  on  examination  it  proved 
that  she  was  only  deficient  in  water,  which  deficiency  was 
supposed  to  have  been  purposely  created.  Mr.  Goulburn 
mentioned  that  the  captain  had  further  added  that  a  vessel 
had  been  for  some  time  observed  in  the  offing  of  St.  Helena, 
Vol.  II.— C 


60  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  Chap.  XXIV. 

the  sailing  of  which  had  proved  so  superior  to  that  of  the 
ships  of  war  on  the  station,  by  whom  she  had  been  repeated- 
ly chased,  that  all  attempts  to  come  up  with  her  had  failed, 
and  that  the  same  vessel  had  frequently,  after  being  chased, 
re-appeared  in  her  original  station,  and  continued  for  a  length 
of  time  to  hover  round  the  island.  From  this  description  it 
would  appear  as  if  the  captain  who  told  the  story  had  seen 
a  vision  of  the  Flying  Dutchman,  which  was  supposed 
to  frequent  those  seas  ;  but  the  Ministry  at  home  thought, 
not  unreasonably  perhaps,  that  the  mysterious  stranger 
was  connected  with  some  plan  for  the  escape  of  the  great 
captive. 

Mr.  Goulbourn  added — "  You  will  have  probably  seen  in 
the  papers  the  letter  addressed  by  General  Gourgaud  to  the 
Duchess  of  Parma,  giving  an  account  of  General  Bonaparte's 
health  and  treatment  utterly  at  variance  with  all  that  he  had 
previously  stated  either  to  you  or  to  me.  What  has  given 
rise  to  this  change  of  proceeding  on  his  part  it  is  impossible  to 
say,  but  he  has  latterly  associated  entirely  with  Mr.  O'Meara, 
and  other  persons  known  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  General 
Bonaparte's  friends.  As  permission  to  reside  here  was  given 
him  solely  on  the  condition  of  his  continuing  to  conduct  him- 
self with  propriety,  the  provisions  of  the  Alien  Act  have  been 
put  in  force  with  respect  to  him,  and  he  has  been  sent  to 
Hamburgh,  from  whence,  I  suppose,  he  will  from  time  to 
time  promulgate  the  same  fabricated  accounts  of  General 
Bonaparte's  treatment  which  others  of  his  former  companions 
have  indulged  in  in  other  parts  of  Europe." 

The  Governor  inclosed  extracts  from  the  instructions  he 
had  just  received  in  a  packet  addressed  "  Note  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,"  and  sent  it  to  Covmt  Mon- 
tholon  to  deliver  to  Bonaparte.  In  this  note  he  told  him  that, 
if  he  would  signify  his  acquiescence  in  the  priHui.sitions  con- 
tained in  the  extracts,  he  (the  Governor)  would  immediately 
act  upon  them.  At  the  same  time  he  specified  what  would 
in  that  case  be  the  parts  of  the  island  which  he  would  not 
be  allowed  to  visit  unless  accompanied  by  a  British  officer. 
Several  days,  however,  elapsed  before  the  note  came  into  the 
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hands  of  Bonaparte,  as  Montholon  pleaded  illness  and  inabili- 
ty to  visit  the  Emperor. 

On  the  1st  of  April  CoJnt  Montholon  made  a  remarkable 
proposal  to  Dr.  Verling,  which,  as  the  latter  wrote  a  memo- 
randum of  it  at  the  time,  shall  be  given  in  his  own  words  : — 
"  Having  had  occasion  to  visit  at  Count  Montholon's,  he  took 
an  opportunity,  when  we  were  alone,  of  introducing  the  sub- 
ject of  Napoleon's  choosing  a  surgeon.  He  said  that  I  must 
be  aware  that  he  had  long  endeavored  to  fix  Napoleon's 
choice  on  me,  and  how  flattering  it  would  be  to  me  should  I 
now  be  chosen,  notwithstanding  that  I  was  the  person  select- 
ed by  the  Governor,  as  this  must  be  attributed  to  the  favor- 
able impressions  made  by  my  conduct  during  the  eight  months 
I  had.  been  at  Longwood.  He  informed  me  that  propositions, 
which  the  Governor  might  perhaps  accept,  had  this  morning 
been  made,  and  if  accepted,  Napoleon  would  instantly  choose 
a  surgeon,  but  that  he  could  not  think  of  having  near  him 
'rhomme  du  Gouverneur  ;'  by  this  he  meant,  he  said,  any 
person  whose  views  of  promotion  and  of  self-interest  might 
prompt  him  to  act  under  the  Governor's  influence.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  I  was  willing  to  become  '  I'homme  de  I'Em- 
pereur,'  to  attach  myself  '  comme  le  sien  propre,'  he  (Count 
Montholon)  was  authorized  to  make  a  proposal  to  me,  which 
he  advised  me  to  accept,  as  I  should  at  once  obtain  a  degree 
of  his  confidence  by  avowing  the  motive  of  making  my  for- 
tune— a  miotive  much  more  intelligible  to  him  than  any 
vague  declaration  of  admiration  of  the  man. 

"  He  then  said  that  Napoleon  was  willing  to  give  me  an 
allowance  of  12,000  francs  per  annum,  to  be  paid  monthly; 
and  as  he  (Count  Montholon)  had  represented  to  him  the 
danger  I  might  incur  '  de  perdre  mon  etat,'  pointing  out  the 
examples  of  Mr.  O'Meara  find  Mr.  Stokoe,  he  would  at  once 
advance  a  sum  to  be  paid  into  my  pocket  in  bills  upon  the 
house  of  Baring,  the  interest  of  which  should  be  equal  to  my 
present  pay  from  the  British  Government.  He  asked  the 
amount  of  my  pay,  and  I  told  him  nearly  £l  per  day  on  the 
island,  He  went  on — Napoleon  would  not  require  from  me 
any  thing  which  should  compromise  me  with  Government, 
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or  with  any  tribunal,  or  even  in  public  opinion;  that  Mr. 
O'Meara  had  never  been  required  to  do  any  thing  of  this  nature. 
I  should  be  enabled,  when  I  saw  him,  to  judge  of  the  state  of 
his  hver,  which  he  himself  thought  was  much  diseased  ;  that 
in  my  bulletins  my  report  might  lean  rather  to  an  augmen- 
tation than  a  diminution  of  the  malady  ;  that  I  might  draw 
the  line  rather  above  than  below,  as  he  zvas  still  iii  lurpes  that 
'  la  force  des  clwses'  might  remove  him  from  St.  Helena.  He, 
however  (Count  Montholon),  was  much  more  in  dread  of  apo- 
plexy attacking  Napoleon,  to  which  they  all  thought  he  had 
a  strong  tendency,  but  advised  me  to  be  guarded  upon  this 
subject,  as  it  was  one  upon  which  he  would  not  converse,  and 
from  which  he  wished  to  avert  his  thoughts. 

"  To  this  proposal  I  replied  that  I  conceived  it  totally  in- 
compatible with  my  duty  to  enter  into  a  private  agreement 
with  Napoleon  Bonaparte." 

At  a  subsequent  interview  Count  Montholon  told  Dr.  Ver- 
ling  that  the  hint,  as  he  termed  it,  thrown  out  relative  to  the 
exaggeration  of  Napoleon's  maladies,  came  entirely  from  him- 
self, and  that  Napoleon  only  required  that  he  should  conduct 
himself  faithfully  {loyalement)  toward  him,  pledging  himself 
never  to  make  any  written  report  of  the  state  of  his  health 
without  giving  him  a  copy,  and  also  that  he  would  never  re- 
peat any  conversations  he  might  hear  at  Longwood,  unless  he 
should  conceive  they  were  of  a  nature  which  rendered  it  his 
duty  as  a  British  subject  to  divulge  them.  Dr.  Verling  re- 
plied that  he  could  not  enter  into  any  pledge  or  promise 
secretly,  and  that  if  such  were  necessary  they  should  be  made 
known  clearly  to  him  by  the  Governor. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Ricketts,  a  cou- 
sin of  Lord  Liverpool,  was  presented  to  Napoleon  by  Count 
Bertrand,  and  remained  in  conversation  with  him  for  four 
hours.  Napoleon  entered  fully  upon  the  subject  of  his  griev- 
ances, and  gave  his  visitor  the  following  memorandum  in 
■writing,  as  containing  a  short  abstract  of  his  wishes  and  com- 
plaints : 

"  1°,  3ortir  de  I'ile,  parceque  j'ai  une  hepathitis  chronique, 
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"  2°.  Glu'en  quelque  position  ou  je  sois,  la  raison  politique 
est  de  mettre  pres  de  moi  un  homme  d'honneur  qui  ait  des 
formes. 

"  3°.  M'envoyer  mon  medecin  O'Meara,  tn'en  donner  un 
Fran9ais,  ou  m'en  envoyer  un  Anglais  civil  qui  n'ait  aucun 
lien  militaire,  et  bien  fame. 

"4°.  Ne  pas  me  contraindre  a  habiter  la  nouvelle  maison, 
parcequ'il  n'y  a  pas  d'arbres,  parcequ'elle  est  trop  pres  du 
camp,  et  qu'elle  est  dans  la  position  de  File  ou  11  n'y  a  pas 
d'arbres  ;   que  c'est  un  chene  que  je  desire. 

"  5°.  due  si  Lord  Liverpool  envoie  I'ordre  qu'on  ne  viole 
pas  mon  interieur,  qu'on  ne  m'en  menace  point. 

"  6°.  du'il  autorise  une  correspondence  directe  avec  lui 
oachetee,  et  qui  ne  passe  pas  par  Lord  Bathurst ;  ou  avec  un 
pair  du  royaume  qui  soit  notre  avocat  pres  du  ministere,  tel 
que  Lord  Holland  :  c'est  le  moyen  que  le  public  ne  s'occupe 
plus  de  cela." 

Napoleon  also  desired  Mr.  Ricketts  to  give  his  "  remeroi- 
ments"  to  Lord  and  Lady  Holland  for  their  attention  in  send- 
ing him  books,  and  presents  to  Bertrand's  children;  his  "  re- 
meroiments"  also  to  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  and  his  "  souvenirs" 
to  Lord  Amherst. 

On  the  3d  Count  Montholon  wrote  to  the  Governor  stating, 
that  he  was  unwell,  and  requesting  him  to  address  himself  to 
Count  Bertrand  in  any  written  communication  he  might  have 
to  make.  He  complained  also  that  the  Emperor  felt  himself 
aggrieved  and  insulted  by  the  form  in  which  Sir  Hudson  had 
lately  transmitted  the  "  note"  to  Longwood  for  his  information, 
having  addressed  it  to  "  Napoleon  Bonaparte."  The  Gov- 
ernor in  his  reply  expressed  his  regret  that  Bonaparte  should 
consider  himself  as  outraged,  and  said,  "  In  using  the  name 
of '  Napoleon  Bonaparte'  I  have  strictly  followed  his  own  de- 
sire, communicated  to  me  by  Count  Bertrand  ;  while  in 
writing  papers  for  his  own  information,  and  inclosing  them  to 
a  person  of  his  family  for  delivery,  it  has  been  my  real  wish 
and  study  to  adopt  that  mode  of  address  and  communication 
which  I  conceived  was  least  likely  to  prove  displeasing  to 
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him."  And  with  reference  to  the  suggestion  that  he  should 
write  to  General  Bertrand,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  added,  "  Upon 
this  point  I  wish  to  be  most  distinctly  understood.  Regard 
to  peculiar  circumstances  in  the  situation  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, mixed  with  certain  consideration  toward  the  family  of 
Count  Bertrand  have  hitherto  alone  prevented  me  from  remov- 
ing Count  Bertrand  from  Longwood  ;  but  the  forbearance  I 
have  on  such  grounds  practiced  must  have  its  term,  nor  while  it 
continues  can  I  suffer  any  undue  advantage  to  be  drawn 
from  it.  I  have  no  pretension  to  interfere  in  any  private  re- 
lation between  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  any  of  the  French 
officers  who  have  followed  him  hither  ;  but  1  am  myself  re- 
solved not  to  enter  into  any  communication,  by  writing  or 
otherwi.se,  with  Count  Bertrand,  or  suffer  any  person  under 
my  authority  to  enter  into  such  with  him,  on  any  affair  what- 
ever that  regards  my  duties  toward  the  person  upon  whom  he 
is  in  attendance. 

"  In  the  letter  which  Count  Bertrand  addressed  to  me  on 
the  27th  April,  1818,  afterward  made  public,  he  himself  with- 
drew from  any  communication  with  me  respecting  the  affairs 
of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ;  and  in  a  letter  I  addressed  to  him  on 
the  21st  July,  I  desired  he  would  not  depart  from  this  rule. 
The-language  he  has  besides  at  various  times  held  to  officers 
of  my  staff,  and  others  whose  duties  have  led  them  near  him, 
has  been  in  the  highest  degree  disrespectful  and  insulting." 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  Captain  Nicholls  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  as  orderly  officer,  in  consequence  of  Bona- 
parte's willfully  concealing  himself  from  his  observation,  maj' 
be  judged  of  from  some  entries  in  his  journal  during  this 
month  : — April  3d.  "  Napoleon  still  keeps  himself  concealed. 
1  have  not  been  able  to  see  him  since  the  25th  ultimo."  .  .  . 
April  19th.  "  I  again  waited  on  Montholon,  and  told  him 
that  I  could  not  see  Napoleon.  He  appeared  surprised,  and 
said  they  had  seen  me.  N.B.  General  Bonaparte  has  got  in 
most  of  his  billiard-room  windows  small  holes  to  put  his  spy- 
glass through  :  consequently  he  is  able  to  see  them  [i.  e.  per- 
sons] without  being  himself  exposed  to  observation.  A  few 
minutes  past  6  p.m.  General  Bonaparte  appeared  in  his  back 
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flower-garden,  dressed  in  green,  with  his  cocked  hat.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  Bertrand  that  was  with  him.  I  was  nearly 
twelve  hours  on  my  legs  this  day,  endeavoring  to  see  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  before  I  succeeded,  and  I  have  experienced 
many  such  days  since  I  have  been  stationed  at  Longwood. 
While  at  dinner  this  evening  Sergeant  Kitts  told  me  that  Na- 
poleon was  walking  in  Longwood  garden  between  7  and  8 
P.M.  Montholon  told  me  this  day  that  General  Bonaparte 
could  not  appear  out  of  his  quarters,  he  was  so  chilly  and 

cold." "  23d.  I  believe  that  I  saw  Napoleon  Bonaparte 

to-day  in  the  act  of  strapping  his  razor  in  his  dressing-room." 
On  the  28th  of  April  a  conversation  occurred  between 
Count  Montholon  and  Major  Gorrequer  on  the  race-ground, 
when  the  Major  inquired  after  the  Countess,  whom  her  hus- 
band represented  as  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health,  owing  to 
the  liver  complaint.  He  asked,  "  Does  she  still  adhere  to  her 
intention  of  going  away  ?"  "  Oh,  mon  Dieu  !"  answered  Mon- 
tholon, "  oui,  bien  certainement."  "  But  you.  Monsieur  le 
Comte,  you  remain?"  "Ah!  non  ;  je  pense  bien  toujours 
partir  ;  je  ne  veux  pas  laisser  aller  ma  femme  sans  I'accom- 
pagner."  He  then  began  to  explain  the  conflict  he  had  daily 
to  go  through  with  Napoleon,  who  tried  every  means  of  per- 
suasion to  induce  him  to  change  his  intention,  and  urged  him 
at  all  events  to  remain  until  an  application  could  be  made  to 
the  British  Government  for  another  person  to  replace  him  i 
and  an  answer  could  arrive,  which  would  only  make  a  differ- 
ence to  him  of  six  months.  Napoleon  said  he  did  not  care 
who  was  sent  out ;  it  was  of  little  consequence,  provided  he 
were  a  person  who  was  able  to  write  expeditiously  and  cor- 
rectly, understood  French  well,  and  one  whom  he  could  em- 
ploy in  writing  for  him,  for  this  kind  of  occupation  was  a 
great  source  of  distraction  to  his  mind,  and  when  he  lost 
Count  Montholon,  and  was  deprived  of  the  means  of  pursuing 
this  habit,  his  situation  would  become  doubly  irksome  and  . 
painful.  Napoleon  added,  according  to  the  Count's  statement, 
that  Bertrand  could  not  compensat.e  his  loss,  as  he  was  not 
"  un  homme  de  travail,"  and  he  could  not  consequently  ren- 
der him  the  same  services. 
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Major  Gorrequer  afterward  inquired  after  the  health  of 
Bonaparte  and  Montholon  represented  him  as  "  se  plaignant 
toujours  d'etre  tres  souftmnt,  quoique  cependant  je  ne  m'ap- 
per^oive  pas  qu'il  empire  ;  il  prenait  son  bain  quand  je  suis 
sorti."  On  this  Major  Gorrequer  made  some  remark  on  the 
tendency  to  produce  debility  and  depression  of  spirits  which 
this  frequent  use  of  the  bath  must  have  ;  and  Montholon  re- 
plied that  he  himself  would  also  be  of  the  same  opinion  had 
not  the  Emperor  assured  him  that  it  acted  differently  upon 
him,  and  produced  a  bracing  effect  on  his  constitution.  It 
seems,  however,  impossible  to  believe  that  this  could  really 
be  the  case  for  the  result  of  such  constant  immersion  in  hot 
water  must  have  been  great  relaxation  of  the  muscles,  and 
opening  of  the  pores  of  the  skin,  so  as  to  render  the  body  ex- 
tremely susceptible  of  cold. 

With  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  departure  of  Napoleon's 
suite,  there  is  a  curious  passage  in  one  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's 
letters  to  Lord  Bathurst,  dated  the  19th  of  April  this  year, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  Emperor  issued  a  novel  sort  of 
command  to  General  Bertrand  in  order  to  secure  his  stay  in 
the  island : 

"  It  will  be  observed  by  Madame  Bertrand's  letter  to  Lady 
Malcolm  that  slfe  is  in  a  state  of  pregnancy.  Upon  a  former 
occasion,  when  Madame  Bertrand  was  urging  her  husband  to 
leave  the  island,  and  he  made  known  her  and  his  own  desires 
to  General  Bonaparte  on  the  subject,  saying  she  could  never 
be  happy  here,  the  reply  made  was,  '  Faites  lid  encore  un  en- 
fant.' This  always  creates  the  delay  of  removal  for  a  year, 
and  serves  Madame  Bertrand  also  as  a '  distraction.'  It  serves 
further  as  a  kind  of  protection  to  the  Count  himself  against 
any  strong  measure  on  my  part  toward  him  ;  but  I  shall  still 
be  equally  solicitous  for  some  particular  instruction  from  your 
Lordship  as  to  the  course  1  am  to  pursue  with  him." 

On  the  29th  Sir  Hudson  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst,  and  said — 

"It  is  my  intention,  if  no  French  medical  attendant  arrives 
in  the  William  Pitt,  or  either  of  the  other  two  store-ships,  to 
propose  to  Dr.  Arnott  that  he  should  relieve  Dr.  Verling  at 
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Longwood,  having  received  the  most  favorable  accounts  of  his 
private  character,  as  well  as  his  professional  skill,  and  having 
reason  to  believe  that  he  enjoyed  in  a  very  particular  man- 
ner the  confidence  and  esteem  of  two  very  distinguished  oiii- 
cers  by  whom  the  20th  Regiment  had  been  commanded,  the 
late  Major-General  Robert  Ross,  and  Colonel  Sir  John  Col- 
borne." 

The  following  report  from  Captain  NichoUs  to  Major  Gor- 
requer,  dated  the  15th  of  May,  1819,  will  show  the  extraor- 
dinary difficulties  interposed  by  Napoleon  in  the  way  of  the 
execution  of  his  duty.  Surely,  there  was  something  of  childish 
obstinacy  in  the  determination  of  the  fallen  Emperor  not  to 
submit  to  the  requisition  that  his  actual  presence  at  Long- 
wood  should  be  daily  ascertained  by  the  orderly  officer.  Such 
conduct  was  neither  dignified  nor  reasonable  : 

"  I  received  your  note  late  last  night,  and  this  morning  I 
again  waited  upon  Count  Montholon,  and  stated  to  him  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  I  or  some  other  officer  should 
daily  see  General  Bonaparte,  and  that  my  orders  on  this  head 
were  very  positive.  I  also  requested  that  the  Count  would 
be  pleased  to  point  out  a  certain  room  for  me  to  see  Napo- 
leon, or  that  some  one  of  General  Bonaparte's  family  would 
inform  me  where  he  would  be  seen.  The  Count  said  he  would 
state  this  to  Napoleon.  In  the  afternoon  I  again  saw  Count 
Montholon,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  r^ntioned  the  above 
to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  but  had  received  no  answer. 

"  I  must  here  beg  leave  to  state,  that  in  the  execution  of 
my  duty  yesterday  I  was  upon  my  feet  upward  of  ten  hours, 
endeavoring  to  procure  a  sight  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  either 
in  his  little  garden,  or  at  one  of  his  windows,  but  could  not 
succeed ;  that  during  the  whole  of  this  time  I  was  exposed  to 
the  observations  and  remarks  of  not  only  the  French  servants, 
but  also  to  the  gardeners  and  other  persons  employed  about 
Longwood  House  ;  and  that  I  have  very  frequently  experi- 
enced days  of  this  kind  since  I  have  been  employed  on  this 
duty." 

On  the  26th  of  May  Count  Montholon  called  on  the  Gov- 
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emor  to  request  permission  for  his  wife  to  return  to  Europe, 
in  consequence  of  her  bad  state  of  health.  The  Governor  ob- 
served that  the  Count  was  aware  of  the  rule  which  prescribed 
that  all  persons  of  the  establishment  at  Longwood  desiring  to 
return  to  Europe  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  the  first  instance,  until  the  instructions  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment arrived  respecting  their  further  destination  ;  and 
although  he  had  been  induced  in  the  case  of  General  Gour- 
gaud,  in  consequence  of  the  particular  circumstances  in  which 
he  stood,  to  take  upon  his  own  responsibility  to  send  him  to 
Europe  direct,  instead  of  the  Cape,  yet  this  deviation  in  one 
particular  instance,  and  under  certain  circumstances,  did  not 
form  a  precedent,  or  furnish  any  reason  for  again  dispensing 
with  a  rule  which  still  remained  in  force.  That,  whether 
from  premeditated  design  or  not,  it  had  nevertheless  occurred 
that,  on  every  occasion  of  persons  from  Longwood  returning 
to  Europe,  publications  had  invariably  appeared  soon  after 
their  arrival  there,  full  of  complaints  and  misrepresentations, 
and  it  was  therefore  impossible  to  divine  what  might  be  the 
real  object,  and  not  to  feel  mistrust  under  such  circumstances : 
that  it  would  be  therefore  proper  for  his  own  justification  to 
the  British  Government  to  have  certificates,  not  of  one,  but 
of  three  medical  persons,  to  show  the  necessity  of  Madame 
Montholon's  return  to  Europe  on  account  of  ill  health  ;  that 
no  certificate  however  was  necessary  for  her  quitting  Long- 
wood  ;  it  was  onlyU'equisite  in  case  she  desired  after  leaving 
St.  Helena  not  to  be  sent  to  the  Cape. 

The  Count  said  it  was  his  particular  wish  that  such  a  cer- 
tificate should  be  obtained,  and  he  would  be  delighted  if  the 
medical  men  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  his  wife  quitting  the  island  on  account  of  her  health  ; 
that  he  did  not  wish  her  to  go  by  any  means,  her  departure 
would  leave  him  very  unhappy ;  the  way  in  which  they  lived 
together,  and  his  attachment  to  his  children,  which  the  Gov- 
ernor was  not  a  stranger  to,  would  sufilciently  prove  to  him 
how  unhappy  his  situation  would  be  after  the  departure  of 
his  wife  and  family.  He  said  that  he  had  frequently  requested 
Dr,  Verljng,  and  had  also  applied  to  Mr.  Livingstone,  to  sign  a 
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certificate  of  her  state  of  health,  but  they  had  declined  giving, 
it,  fearing,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  that  it  might  be  considered 
as  a  political  question,  and  that  they  might  compromise  them 
selves ;  he  had  even  asked  Dr.  Verling  whether  the  Governoi 
had  prohibited  his  giving  it,  who  assured  him  he  had  not, 
and  said  that  the  refusal  to  do  so  was  his  own  act.  As  to 
sending  Madame  Montholon  to  the  Cape,  he  declared  "ce 
serait  I'envoyer  a  la  mort ;"  he  therefore  entreated  the  Gov- 
ernor to  permit  her  to  go  direct  to  Europe.  He  said  that  the 
latter  was  himself  a  father  and  a  husband,  and  would  there- 
fore easily  feel  for  him.  He  declared  that  Madame  Montho- 
lon would  charge  herself  with  nothing  from  thence ;  her  object 
was  to  go  to  France  and  join  her  family  there,  to  live  retired 
and  peaceably,  and  interfere  in  nothing ;  that  he  himself  had 
been  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  accompany  her,  and  the  Em- 
peror had  even  appeared  two  or  three  times  to  assent  to  it, 
but  afterward  withdrew,  saying,  "  Comment  !  vous  voulez 
vous  en  aller  et  me  laisser  seul  aveo  Bertrand  comme  cela  ! 
non."  He  wanted  to  have  some  one  in  Montholon's  place, 
if  he  left,  who  had  been  near  him  before,  and  was  acquainted 
with  his  habits,  "  avec  qu'il  peut  causer,"  and  who  could 
write  under  his  dictation,  "  enfin  un  autre  moi-meme,"  but 
Montholon  said  that  the  Emperor  did  not  care  who  was  selected. 

The  Governor  replied  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  an- 
ticipate the  sentiments  of  Government,  and  therefore  could  say 
nothing  on  the  subject ;  it  was  necessary  Count  Montholon 
should  write  to  him  officially  respecting  the  Countess's  desire 
to  return  to  Europe,  and  at  the  same  time  he  might  state 
also  what  he  had  just  said  verbally.  He  added,  that  before 
Madame  Montholon  could  proceed  to  England  it  was  neces- 
sary that  he  should  give  sufficient  previous  notice  of  the  appli- 
cation to  his  Government,  and  she  would  have  therefore  to 
remain  in  the  island  for  some  weeks  after  he  had  given  such 
intimation. 

Count  Montholon  begged  that  the  Governor  would  have 
the  goodness,  in  the  same  dispatch  by  which  he  signified 
Madame  Montholon's  intention  of  returning  to  Europe,  also 
to  announce  his  own  of  accompanying  her,  if  either  a  medi- 
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cal  attendant  or  a  priest  arrived  before  her  departure  ;  for, 
if  either  of  those  persons  had  arrived  (as  it  was  hoped  they 
would)  by  the  store-ships,  he  would  not  have  staid  any  longer. 
He  would  not,  however,  stay  beyond  six  months  after  his  wife 
left  him,  and  while  he  remained  he  would  continue  "I'hom- 
me  de  I'Empereur."  He  wished  to  leave  him  on  good  terms, 
and  not  lose  the  fruit  of  four  years'  attendance  upon  him  in 
such  a  situation  ;  "mais  des  Tinstant  que  je  quitte  Longwood 
je  rentre  dans  la  classe  des  citoyens."  From  that  moment 
his  object  would  solely  be  to  join  his  wife  in  France,  and  to 
live  unknown  and  forgotten. 

Count  Montholon  immediately  afterward  addressed  a  form- 
al letter  to  the  Governor  asking  permission  for  his  wife  to  go 
to  England,  and  stating  his  intention  of  rejoining  her  as  soon 
as  he  could  reconcile  his  departure  with  the  duties  which 
detained  him  at  Longwood.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  complied  with 
the  Count's  request,  and  two  days  after  the  interview  with 
him  he  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  detailing  their  conversation, 
and  said — 

"  The  Countess  Montholon's  bad  state  of  health  was  as- 
signed as  the  motive  for  her  departure.  Her  health,  it  ie 
well  known,  has  been  suffering  very  much,  she  being  stated 
to  be  afflicted  with  liver  complaint,  dating  from  a  long  period 
back,  and  having  been  under  the  hands  of  physicians  for  the 
same  disorder  in  France ;  she  had  lately  also  endured  a  mis- 
carriage. 

"  The  season  of  the  year  (the  middle  of  winter  here)  for 
sending  her  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  even  supposing  her 
medical  attendants  did  not  give  their  opinion  against  her 
being  sent  there,  is  besides  the  most  imfavorable.  I  have 
judged  it  best  therefore  to  decide  upon  allowing  her  to  pro- 
ceed to  Europe  within  such  a  space  of  time  from  hence  as 
will  enable  your  Lordship  to  take  the  same  precautions  pre- 
vious to  her  arrival  as  might  be  done  if  she  had  been  sent  by 
the  circuitous  route  of  the  Cape,  and  to  enable  her  also  to  ar- 
rive in  Europe  before  the  winter  season  commences  there." 
He  then  requested  Lord  Bathurst's  instructions  as  to  the  course 
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he  was  to  pursue  in  the  event  of  Montholon  making  an  appli- 
cation to  be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe  himself. 

On  the  Morning  of  the  27th  Captain  Nicholls  met  the  Count 
and  Countess  Bertrand  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden  at  Long- 
wood,  and  they  appeared  both  in  very  low  spirits  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sickness  of  their  youngest  child,  Arthur.  The 
Countess  said  that  she  wished  their  boy  to  try  change  of  air, 
either  in  some  other  part  of  the  island,  or  on  board  ship,  or  at 
the  Cape,  where  she  would  with  pleasure  accompany  him  if 
permitted,  and  she  said  she  cared  not  if  she  never  returned. 
The  Countess  was  in  tears  while  she  spoke.  Captain  Nicholls 
recommended  her  to  mention  the  circumstance  to  Dr.  Verling, 
in  which  advice  she  acquiesced. 

Two  days  afterward  a  conversation  took  place  between 
Captain  Ripley  of  the  H.E.I.C.  ship  Regent  and  Sir  Thomas 
Reade,  at  which  the  former  disclosed  a  proposal  made  to 
him  a  few  days  before,  which  proves  what  constant  attempts 
were  made  by  the  French  to  carry  on  a  clandestine  corre- 
spondence with  Europe.  Captain  Ripley  stated  that,  after  he 
had  landed  at  St.  Helena  on  the  24th,  he  was  told  by  some 
person  (but  whom  he  did  not  recollect)  that,  if  he  consented 
to  be  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  the  French  at  Longwood,  he 
might  receive  £600  for  so  doing ;  and  the  money  would  be  paid 
by  a  draft  upon  the  banking  firm  of  Sir  John  Lubbock  and  Co. 
He  was  told  that,  if  he  would  walk  on  the  road  between  Hutt's 
Gate  and  Longwood,  he  would  meet  a  person  who  would  de- 
liver both  the  letter  and  the  draft,  and  to  whom  he  would  have 
to  give  a  pledge  of  secrecy.  He  was  further  assured  that  two 
of  the  commanders  of  the  company's  ships  last  season  had 
taken  letters  in  a  like  manner,  and  had  each  received  a  similar 
draft  on  the  same  firm.  Sir  Thomas  Reade  several  times  asked 
Captain  Ripley  to  recollect  if  possible  the  name  of  the  person 
who  gave  him  this  information,  but  he  declared  he  could  not 
remember. 

At  the  end  of  this  month  the  Governor  sustained  a  serious 
loss  in  the  departure  of  General  Sir  George  Bingham,  who 
had  applied  for  leave  of  absence  to  proceed  to  England  on  ac- 
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*  count  of  his  own  private  affairs,  and  also  because  he  felt  hurt 
that  the  Court  of  Directors  had  not  confirmed  his  appointment 
as  member  of  Council  at  St.  Helena,  to  which  the  Governor 
had  provisionally  nominated  him. 

In  mentioning  the  circumstance  to  Lord  Bathurst  in  a  dis- 
patch of  the  28th  of  May,  Sir  Hudson  bore  the  following 
strong  testimony  to  that  officer's  merits  : 

"It  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  express  in  too  strong  terms 
the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  Brigadier  General  Sir  George 
Bingham's  very  important  and  useful  services  during  the 
period  he  has  been  under  my  command  ;  of  his  attention 
toward  the  comfort  as  well  as  dicipline  of  the  troops  placed 
under  his  immediate  orders;  of  the  cordial,  zealous,  and  ef- 
fectual assistance  and  support  I  have  derived  from  him  on 
every  occasion  in  the  execution  of  my  own  duties;  and  of  his 
vigilance  in  every  point  where  the  public  service  could  be 
benefited  by  it ;  but  I  can  not  afford  a  stronger  proof  of  the 
perfect  sincerity  with  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  thus  ex- 
pressing my  sense  of  his  conduct  than  by  making  known  my 
most  earnest  desire  that  he  may  be  enabled  soon  to  return 
here,  and  to  resume  the  performance  of  those  duties  which  he 
has  hitherto  executed  with  so  much  credit  to  himself,  and  so 
much  real  advantage  to  the  public  service." 

On  the  7th  of  June  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  sent  a  "  note  for  the 
information  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,"  in  which  he  told  him 
that  it  became  part  of  his  duty,  pursuant  to  the  instmctions 
he  had  received  from  the  British  Government,  founded  on  the 
protocol  of  the  Congress  of  Aix-la-Ghapelle,  already  com- 
municated to  Napoleon,  to  afford  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Allied  Sovereigns,  who  were  residing  on  this  island,  an  op- 
portunity of  being  enabled  to  fulfill  the  object  of  their  mis- 
sion there  by  seeing  him  ;  and  that  it  was  his  sincere  desii-e, 
as  it  was  the  instruction  of  his  Government,  that  this  duty 
should  be  performed  with  the  least  possible  intrusion.  He 
begged  therefore  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  would  be  pleased 
to  name  any  one  day  during  the  course  of  the  present  month, 
';    and  every  ensuing  month,  when  the  Commissioners  might 
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accompany  the  orderly  officer  and  see  him,  at  any  hour  be- 
tween nine  and  twelve  in  the  forenoon,  or  between  four  o'clock 
and  the  hour  at  which  the  sentries  were  posted  round  the  gar- 
den inclosure  in  the  evening. 

To  show  the  inveterate  hahit  of  deception  practiced  at 
Longwood,  we  will  here  quote  the  following  passages  from  a 
report  of  the  orderly  officer,  Captain  Nicholls,  on  the  14th  of 
June : 

"At  about  a  quarter  past  four  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  I 
waited  on  Count  Montholon  to  request  his  assistance,  as  I  had 
been  for  nearly  two  days  without  seeing  General  Bonaparte. 
The  Count  told  me  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  then  in  bed 
(or  on  it),  and  consequently  I  could  not  see  him.  In  the 
course  of  half  an  hour  after  this  intervieiv  I  unexpectedly 
saw  General  Bonaparte  in  the  lower  walk  of  Longwood  gar- 
den :  he  was  in  the  act  of  leaning  against  a  tree,  and  fill 
dressed,  in  a  cocked  hat,  green  coat,  white  breeches  and  stock- 
ings. The  Bertrands  joined  him  soon,  and  they  walked 
together  for  a  considerable  time." 

It  is  no  doubt  possible  that  during  the  half- hour  that  elapsed 
after  Montholon's  statement  Bonaparte  may  have  risen  and 
walked  out ;  but  the  excuse  of  illness,  or  being  in  bed,  or  in 
his  bath,  was  so  universal,  that  it  requires  some  charity  to 
beheve  that  the  Count  was  not  trying  on  this  occasion  to  mis- 
lead the  orderly  officer  into  the  belief  that  Napoleon  could 
not  be  seen  that  morning.  And  so  Captain  Nicholls  under- 
stood his  assertion,  for  he  said  he  mentioned  the  occurrence 
"  to  show  the  deception  which  these  people  are  at  times  in 
the  habit  of  practicing  toward  me." 

That  the  Governor  was  not  unmindful  of  the  comfort  of  his 
prisoners,  and  alive  to  acts  of  courtesy  and  politeness,  although 
his  conduct  has  been  represented  as  deficient  in  both,  appears 
from  numerous  instances  of  attention  which  he  paid  them, 
notwithstanding  the  small  encouragement  he  received.  Thui 
we  find  him  sending  pheasants  for  the  use  of  Bonaparte's  table  , 
and  Madame  Bertrand  returning  thanks  for  a  donkey  which 
he  sent  for  her  little  boy,  and  for  a  picture  in  tapestry  which 
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had  boeii  detained  from  her  by  a  person  in  the  island,  and 
which  the  Governor  instantly  procured  for  her.  These  are 
trifles  in  themselves,  but  they  are  trifles  which  indicate  kind- 
ness ;  and  a  man's  disposition  and  character  are  often  more 
clearly  shown  in  little  things  than  in  matters  of  more  serious 
import.  He  then  acts  as  it  were  upon  a  stage  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  we  can  not  always  be  sure  that  he  is  not  merely  play- 
ing a  part  to  secure  applause. 

The  Countess  Montholon  quitted  St.  Helena  at  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  and  just  after  she  had  sailed  a  note  was  brought  to 
the  Governor  for  her  from  her  husband,  which  contained  the 
following  passage  : — "  L'Empereur  temoigne  un  grand  regret 
de  ton  depart :  ses  larmes  ont  coule  pour  toi,  peut-etre  pour 
la  premiere  fois  de  sa  vie  !"  On  her  leaving  Longwood, 
Napoleon  had  presented  her  with  the  ivory  and  other  orna- 
ments which  had  been  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Elphinstone. 
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OBSTINATE  REFUSAL  OF  BONAPARTE  TO  SHOW  HIMSELF  TO 
THE  ORDERLY  OFFICER DIFFICULTIES  RESPECTING  MEDI- 
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DR.   ANTOMMARCHI    AND   TWO  PRIESTS COUNT  BERTRANd's 

BEHAVIOR o'mEARa's    "  EXPOSITION." 

From  the  1st  to  the  4th  of  July  Captain  Nicholls  continued 
to  see  Bonaparte  occasionally  ;  but  failing  to  do  so  on  the  5th, 
he  applied  the  next  day  to  Count  Montholon,  who  told  him 
that  Napoleon  often  walked  in  the  billiard-room  after  dinner, 
at  which  times  it  was  probable  he  might  see  him,  and  that, 
if  he  could  not  do  so  through  the  window,  he  could  see  him 
through  the  keyhole!  "I  told  the  Count,"  says  Captain 
Nicholls,  "  that  I  certainly  should  not  adopt  such  a  plan,  and 
we  parted." 

On  the  21st  the  unfortunate  orderly  officer,  who  had  been 
constantly  baffled  in  his  attempts  to  perform  his  duty,  reported 
as  follows : 

"  Yesterday  I  was  upon  my  feet  at  least  ten  hours  walking 
about  Longwood  garden,  but  had  no  opportunity  given  me  of 
seeing  General  Bonaparte.  I  heard  persons  talking  in  his 
billiard-room  at  about  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  This 
evening,  since  seven  o'clock,  I  have  been  employed  in  the  like 

manner The  weather  at  present  is  so  very  bad,  that 

I  fear  my  health  will  be  greatly  injured  if  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  continuing  the  system  of  walking  round  Longwood 
House  and  garden  in  the  execution  of  my  duty  as  orderly 
officer,  in  order  to  procure  a  sight  of  General  Bonaparte." 

In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  however,  Bonaparte  appeared 
out  of  doors  at  five  o'clock,  accompanied  by  Count  Montholon. 
"I  saw  him,"  says  Captain  Nicholls,  "  in  the   fronl  (.f  Bi-r- 
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trand's  house  with  his  hat  off,  looking  at  the  new  building. 
Napoleon  walked  firm,  and  appeared  in  good  health." 
On  the  25th  he  made  the  following  report  : 
"  I  am  son-y  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  sight  of  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte  to-day,  and  that  since  eight.o'clock  this  morn- 
ing I  have  passed  six  or  seven  hours  walking  Longwood  gar- 
den, in  order,  if  possible,  to  obtain  a  view  of  him.  At  about 
the  middle  of  the  day  I  met  Count  Montholon  returning  from 
Count  Bertrand's,  and  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  not  seen 
General  Bonaparte  to-day.  The  Count  told  me  that  he  had 
learnt  from  Bertrand  that  Napoleon  was  unwell,  and  that  he 
was  then  going  to  visit  him.  The  Count  further  added,  that 
it  was  probable  Napoleon  would  appear  out  in  the  course  of 
the  afternoon.  Count  Montholon  dined  in  General  Bonaparte's 
quarters  to  day,  and  I  believe  that  I  heard  him  reading 
half  an  hour  ago  in  the  General's  billiard-room." 

On  Mr.  Stokoe's  arrival  in  England  the  Admiralty  determ- 
ined to  send  him  back  to  St.  Helena,  that  he  might  be  tried 
by  a  court-martial  for  disobedience  of  orders  in  his  proceedings 
at  Longwood  in  the  preceding  January.  This  was  made 
known  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Goulburn, 
dated  the  8th  of  April,  which  reached  him  on  the  26th  of 
June.  The  fact  of  Mr.  Stokoe's  being  sent  back  to  St.  Hele- 
na was  known  long  before  the  cause  was  made  public,  and 
O'Meara  was  in  such  complete  ignorance  on  the  subject,  that 
he  says  in  his  "  Exposition.''^  which  appeared  about  that  time, 
"  The  universal  burst  of  public  opinion  which  has  led  to  Min- 
isters sending  Mr.  Stokoe  back  to  St.  Helena,  amply  proves 
that  those  principles  of  justice  to  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
continues  to  appeal  are  not  extinct  in  the  British  nation,  how- 
ever they  may  have  been  deviated  from  by  a  few  isolated 
individuals." 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Governor  of  St.  Helena  during 
the  whole  period  of  his  command  there  saw  almost  as  little 
of  his  prisoner  as  if  the  ocean  had  rolled  between  them.  In- 
deed, a  chance  voyager  upon  the  seas  was  more  likely  to  ob- 

'  P.  189. 
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tain  a  sight  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  than  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
himself;  for  his  vessel  might  happen  to  touch  at  the  island, 
and  it  was  sometimes  possible  to  procure  an  invitation  to 
Longwood.  But  after  the  last  interview  in  1816,  when  he 
was  so  grossly  insulted.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  never  attempted  to 
visit  Napoleon  ;  indeed,  no  man  who  had  a  proper  sense  of 
self  respect  could  have  done  so  after  being  treated  with  such 
indignity  ;  and  delicacy  prevented  him  from  seeking  opportu- 
nities of  seeing  Napoleon  unobserved,  merely  to  gratify  his 
curiosity.  It  deserves  therefore  to  be  chronicled  as  an  event 
in  the  captivity,  that  on  the  4th  of  August  this  year  the 
Governor  had  a  sight  of  Bonaparte  and  this  was  owing  to  an 
accident  of  which  he  gives  the  foUowmg  account  in  a  letter 
to  Earl  Bathurst  : 

"  I  had  on  the  4th  instant  a  most  distinct  view  myself  of 
his  person.  I  had  repaired  to  Longwood  to  give  directions 
about  some  alterations  he  had  himself  desired  in  his  garden, 
when  I  suddenly  found  myself  quite  close  to  him.  He  had 
his  back  turned  to  me,  and  he  had  a  long  stick  like  a  wand 
in  his  hand,  was  dressed  in  his  usual  uniform,  looked  as  lusty 
as  I  had  ever  seen  him,  but  walked  with  a  gait  that  bore 
somewhat  the  appearance  of  infirmity.  The  children  of 
Count  Bertrand  were  with  him.  The  rencontre  was  wholly 
unexpected  on  my  part." 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  not  a  word  of  recognition  passed 
between  them  ;  Napoleon  had  observed  Sir  Hudson  ajiproach- 
ing,  and  moved  away,  or,  as  Captain  Nicholls  expiesses  it, 
"  made  play"  up  a  path,  before  the  Governor  came  to  the  spot 
where  he  was  standing. 

The  whole  history  of  this  month  may  be  said  to  embrace 
only  one  subject,  and  that  is  the  series  of  vain  attempts  made 
by  the  orderly  officer  to  see  Napoleon  according  to  his  duty. 
It  is  impossible  to  read  the  reports  of  Captain  Nicholls  with- 
out a  mingled  feeling  of  the  painful  and  the  ludicrous. 
Every  means  that  tact  and  delicacy  could  suggest  were  em- 
ployed to  get  a  sight  of  the  captive  without  success,  and  the 
unfortunate  officer  upon  whom  the  irksome  task  devolved,  and 
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whose  difficulties  were  increased  by  his  total  ignorance  of  the 
French  language,  was  obliged  to  hang  about  the  house  and 
knock  at  doors  which  he  almost  always  found  locked,  like  a 
menial  or  a  beggar.  It  is  wonderful  that  he  exhibited  so 
much  patience,  and  the  Governor  so  much  forbearance.  A 
more  stern  and  peremptory  line  of  conduct  would  not  only 
have  been  justified,  but  would  instantly  have  brought  the 
French  at  Longwood  to  their  senses.  Napoleon  thought  that 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  would  not  dare  to  employ  force,  and  he  re- 
solved to  throw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  peaceable  exe- 
cution of  the  Governor's  instructions.  It  became  a  difficult 
matter  to  insure  the  transmission  to  the  hands  of  Napoleon 
of  any  letter  or  document  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  might  wish 
him  to  read  ;  and  on  one  occasion  Captain  Nicholls,  who  had 
to  deliver  a  packet  from  the  Governor  addressed  to  "  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,"  tendered  it  in  vain  to  Montholon,  Bertrand, 
and  the  valet  Marchand  successively,  who  all  refused  to  re- 
ceive it.  The  following  instructions,  given  by  Colonel  Wyn- 
yard  to  Captain  Nicholls  on  the  11th  of  August,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  conduct,  will  best  show  the  state  of  siege  in 
which  Bonaparte  chose  at  this  time  to  place  himself : 

"  Finding  I  can  not  gain  admission  into  the  house  by  the 
principal  entrance,  and  knowing  the  necessity  of  the  letter 
being  either  presented  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  or  left  in  the 
room  nearest  to  him  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  reach,  I  re- 
quest you  (being  in  fact  part  of  the  establishment)  will  enter 
the  house  by  the  offices,  and  proceed  toward  his  dressing- 
room  or  such  room  as  you  have  reason  to  suppose  he  is  in, 
knocking  at  every  door  that  may  be  closed  before  you  open 
it ;  and  should  you  find  them  barred  or  bolted,  or  any  personal 
obstacle  opposed,  merely  put  the  letter  down  on  a  table,  and, 
in  the  latter  case,  tell  the  person  -or  persons  opposing  your 
progress  they  are  responsible  for  the  delivery  of  the  letter 
giving  it  to  them,  or,  if  they  will  not  receive  it,  putting  it 
down  by  them. 

Count  Bertrand  told  Captain  Nicholls  that  Napoleon  would 
consider  any  person  as  an  assassin  who  should  enter  his  pri- 
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vate  apartments  without  his  consent ;  and  we  know  from 
O'Meara  that  he  declared  he  would  shoot  the  intruder, 
although  he  paid  the  penalty  of  his  own  life.  These  how- 
ever were  big  words,  and  must  not  be  literally  understood. 
A  limit  at  last  came  to  the  patience  of  the  Governor,  and  he 
directed  Sir  Thomas  E,eade  to  issue  instructions  to  the  orderly 
oiScer  how  he  was  in  future  to  proceed.  After  alluding  to 
Bonaparte's  conduct  in  suffering  Captain  NichoUs  to  remain 
"outside  his  doors,  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
in  the  worst  season  of  the  year,  sometimes  for  ten  hours  du- 
ring the  day,  to  procure  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him,"  Sir 
Thomas  Reade  said — 

"  If  therefore  it  should  on  any  day  occur  that  you  do  not 
see  him  before  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  you  will  (urJess 
any  extraordinary  case  should  arise  to  require  a  different  in- 
struction to  be  conveyed  to  you)  announce  to  any  of  the  per- 
sons who  may  bo  in  immediate  attendance  upon  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  your  desire  of  being  admitted  to  him,  and  request 
that  such  desire  may  be  made  known  to  him. 

"  You  will  on  such  occasions  proceed  to  the  hall  of  his 
apartments,  and  wait  there  a  sufficient  time  to  admit  the  mes- 
sage being  delivered,  and  his  reply  being  received  ;  and  if  he 
does  not  present  to  you  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him,  or  reply 
in  such  way  as  to  justify  a  delay  on  your  part  (which  can  only 
be  in  case  of  indisposition,  upon  which  a  rule  will  be  found 
adverted  to  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  this  letter),  you 
will  proceed  yourself  to  his  inner  apartments,  knocking  at 
every  door  before  you  open  it,  not  opening  any  door  until  you 
find  that  it  is  not  opened  to  you,  or  that  you  are  not  desired  to 
enter  ;  and  on  arriving  at  the  room  in  which  he  may  himself 
be,  you  will,  on  seeing  him,  make  your  salute  and  retire." 

Still  the  greatest  reluctance  was  felt  to  do  any  thing  offens- 
ive to  Bonaparte,  and  the  orderly  officer  endeavored  to  satisfy 
himself  of  his  presence  by  stealthy  glimpses  of  his  person.  In 
his  Journal  Captain  NichoUs  says — "  August  13th  :  I  saw 
General  Bonaparte  this  morning,  quarter  to  eleven,  up  to  his 
neck  in  water  in  a  bath.     He  had  a  most  ghastly  appear- 
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ance.  Marchand,  his  chief  valet  attending  him."  This  feat 
was  accomplished  by  peeping  through  an  opcu  window  at  the 
suggestion  of  Bertrand. 

On  the  16th  Bertrand  wrote  to  the  Governor,  inclosing  a 
"declaration"  signed  by  Napoleon,  which  he  requested  him 
to  forward  to  Lord  Liverpool,  and  he  begged  that  if  Mr.  Stokoe, 
who  was  expected  at  St.  Helena,  had  arrived,  he  might  be 
sent  to  Longwood  as  soon  as  possible  ;  or  that,  if  the  report 
of  his  coming  out  was  lyifounded,  the  Governor  would  authorize 
some  English  doctor  chosen  by  the  "Emperor"  to  sign  the 
same  conditions  as  had  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Stokoe.  This, 
said  Bertrand,  was  the  only  person  who  in  the  present  state 
of  health  of  the  Prince  (dans  I'etat  de  sante  ou  se  trouve  ce 
Prince)  could  be  admitted  to  attend  him.  The  paper  with 
Napoleon's  signature  consisted  of  a  protest  against  what  he 
called  the  violation  of  the  privacy  of  his  house  by  the  orderly 
ofBoer,  who  had  frequently,  according  to  his  instructions,  en- 
tered the  rooms  he  found  open  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  presence  of  Bonaparte,  but  had  invariably  been  stopped 
before  he  efiected  his  object  by  finding  some  inner  door  locked. 
It  also  contained  a  complaint  that  Napoleon  had  been  deprived 
of  both  his  medical  attendants,  and  he  was  left  to  struggle 
under  the  attacks  of  disease,  having  had  for  two  years  chronic 
hepatitis;  and  ended  by  expressing  his  resolution  never  to 
take  notice  of  or  receive  any  dispatch  or  packet  which  was 
addressed  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  form  that  had  been 
for  four  years  observed,  during  which  all  correspondence  with 
him  had  been  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  his  officers. 
If  this  form  was  not  adhered  to,  Napoleon  said  he  would 
throw  the  packets  into  the  fire  or  out  of  the  windows. 

The  Governor  replied  to  this  communication  by  the  follow- 
ing note,  which  was  addressed — 

"  Note  for  the  information  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

"  In  addition  to  the  extracts  from  Earl  Bathurst's  instruc- 
tions of  the  28th  Sptember  and  30th  November,  1818,  and 
6th  October,  1818,  transmitted  in  duplicate  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, the  Governor  has  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  perusal 
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of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  duplicates  or  copies  of  the  further 
papers  which  were  transmitted  for  his  information  with  the 
above  extracts  on  the  21st  and  25th  March  last. 

"  The  Governor  has  also  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  his 
replies  to  certain  propositions  made  by  Count  Montholon  on 
the  part  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  in  respect  to  the  terms  upon 
which  he  was  disposed  to  receive  the  assistance  of  a  British 
medical  attendant ;  in  conformity  to  which  replies,  or  upon 
the  simple  and  wholly  unobjectionable  ofler  contained  in  Earl 
Bathurst's  letter  of  the  16th  May,  1818,  it  rests  solely  with 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  have  recourse  to  such  assistance  while 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  medical  attendant  whose  selection 
has  been  left  to  a  member  of  his  own  family,  as  announced 
in  a  note  from  the  Governor,  transmitting  the  infoi'mation  con- 
veyed to  him  from  Earl  Bathurst  on  the  4th  November  last. 

"  The  Governor  has  also  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  let- 
ter he  addressed  to  Count  Montholon  on  the  4th  April  last, 
in  reply  to  a  suggestion  that  the  Governor  would  address  him- 
self to  Count  Bertrand  as  a  channel  of  communication  to 
Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

"  In  inclosing  these  papers  the  Governor  feels  himself  called 
upon,  from  the  obstacles  he  so  unceasingly  experiences  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  with  whatever  regard  it  has  been  his 
endeavor  to  have  them  executed,  to  declare  that  upon  all  the 
points  which  have  formed  the  subject  of  his  communications 
on  the  11th  instant,  as  well  as  on  the  present  occasion,  the 
determinations  he  has  taken,  being  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
instructions  of  his  Government,  and  considered  with  every 
attention  that  circumstances  have  admitted  to  the  particular 
situation  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  to  the  conduct  of  the 
persons  around  him,  are  and  must  remain  unalterable,  while 
he  is  equally  resolved  not  to  receive  a  communication  from 
any  person  in  attendance  upon  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  on  mat- 
ters that  relate  to  him,  wherein  it  is  not  most  explicitly  de- 
clared by  the  person  who  writes  that  he  addresses  the  Gover- 
nor by  the  orders  or  directions,  and  in  the  name,  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  himself  H.  Lowe. 

"Castle,  James  Town,  August  17,  1819." 
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At  the  same  time  the  Governor  ordered  Dr.  Verling  to  go 
at  once  to  Counts  Montholon  and  Bevtrand,  and  request  them 
to  acquaint  Bonaparte  that  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to  afford 
medical  assistance  to  him  if  he  was  disposed  to  accept  it. 
Montholon,  being  confined  to  his  room  by  sickness,  requested 
Dr.  Verling  to  address  himself  to  Bertrand.  He  accordingly 
went  to  the  house  of  the  latter,  and  made  a  tender  of  his  ser- 
vices. Bertrand  replied  that  Napoleon  would  not  see  any  phy- 
sician who  did  not  previously  sign  the  conditions  agreed  to  by 
Mr.  Stokoe ;  and  was  proceeding  to  explain  the  nature  of  those 
conditions,  when  Dr.  Verling  told  him  that  he  could  not  enter 
into  any  discussion  upon  the  subject,  and  requested  Count 
Bertrand  to  make  the  message  known  to  Bonaparte. 

He  saw  Bertrand  again  the  same  day,  who  told  him  that 
he  had  informed  Bonaparte  of  the  message,  and  that  he  was 
directed  to  reply  that  the  Emperor  was  willing  to  choose  a 
physician  whenever  the  Governor  would  authorize  whoever 
might  be  selected  to  sign  the  conditions  agreed  to  by  Mr. 
Stokoe,  and  that  he  would  not  see  any  person  who  declined 
signing  these  conditions.  Napoleon  was  also  informed  that 
Dr.  Arnott,  the  principal  medical  officer  on  the  island,  would 
be  ready  to  attend  immediately  to  any  call  that  might  be 
made  upon  him  for  his  services  ;  and  on  the  21st  of  August 
Dr.  Arnott  went  to  Longwood  and  saw  Count  Bertrand,  to 
whom  he  made  the  offer  of  his  professional  aid  to  Bonaparte. 
The  Count  took  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  and  having  read  a 
series  of  conditions,  asked  Dr.  Arnott  if  he  was  willing  to  as- 
sent to  them.  Dr.  Arnott  replied  that  he  would  enter  into  no 
conditions  whatever;  that  it  was  a  matter  of  course,  if  he 
visited  Bonaparte,  that  he  should  have  the  full  benefit  of  his 
professional  abilities,  whatever  they  might  be,  but  that  he 
would  enter  into  no  other  engagement.  The  interview  then 
ended. 

On  Mr.  Stokoe's  arrival  at  St.  Helena  he  was  immediately 
put  under  arrest,  and  brought  before  a  court-martial,  pursuant 
to  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty.  He  was  tried  upon  several 
charges,  which  were  forwarded  in  writing  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  and  of  which  the  principal  were  the  following  : 
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1st.  That,  having  on  the  17th  of  January  last  been  ordered 
by  Rear-Admiral  Plampin  to  visit  Longwood,  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  medical  assistance  to  General  Bonaparte,  he  had 
communicated  with  him  or  his  attendants  upon  subjects  not 
at  all  connected  with  medical  advice,  contrary  to  standing 
orders  in  force  for  the  governance  of  His  Majesty's  naval  offi- 
cers at  St.  Helena. 

2d.  That  he  had,  on  receiving  communications,  both  in 
writing  and  verbally,  from  some  of  the  French  prisoners  at 
Longwood,  taken  notice  of  and  given  an  answer  to  such  com- 
munications previous  to  making  the  same  known  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, contrary  to  the  said  standing  orders. 

3d.  That  he  had  signed  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  bulletin 
of  General  Bonaparte's  health,  and  delivered  the  same  to  the 
General  or  his  attendants,  contrary  to  the  said  orders. 

4th.  That  he  had  in  such  bulletin  stated  facts  relative  to 
the  health  of  General  Bonaparte  which  did  not  fall  under 
his  own  observation,  and  which,  as  he  afterward  confessed, 
were  dictated  or  suggested  to  him  by  the  General  or  his  at- 
tendants. 

5th.  That  he  had,  contrary  to  his  duty,  which  was  to  afford 
medical  advice  only,  communicated  to  General  Bonaparte  or 
his  attendants  information  relative  to  certain  books,  letters, 
and  papers  said  to  have  been  sent  from  Europe  for  them,  and 
which  had  been  intercepted  by  the  Governor  of  St.  Helena. 

6th.  That  he  had,  contrary  to  his  duty  and  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  British  naval  officer,  communicated  to  General  Bona- 
parte or  his  attendants  an  infamous  and  calumnious  imputa- 
tion cast  upon  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  Governor  of 
St.  Helena,  by  Barry  O'Meara,  late  a  surgeon  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  implying  that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  practiced  with  the 
said  O'Meara  to  induce  him  to  put  an  end  to  the  existence  of 
General  Bonaparte. 

7th.  That  he  had  in  the  whole  of  his  conduct  in  the  trans- 
actions evinced  a  disposition  to  thwart  the  intentions  and  reg- 
ulations of  the  Governor  and  the  Rear-Admiral,  and  to  furtter 
the  views  of  the  French  prisoners"  in  furnishing  them  with 
false  or  colored  pretences  for  complaint. 
Vol.  IL— D 
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All  these  charges  were  found  proved,  and  Mr.  Stokoe  was 
sentenced  to  be  dismissed  from  the  Navy,  but,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  very  long  services,  he  was  recommended  by  the 
Court  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, with  the  view  of  his  being  put  upon  half-pay.  One  of 
the  members  of  the  Court  was  Commander  Sir  William  Wise- 
man, Bart.,  a  son-in-law  of  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  and  in  a 
dispatch  to  Lord  Bathurst,  dated  the  15th  of  September  this 
year,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  alluding  to  him,  said — "  He  told  me, 
after  the  Court  Martial  was  over,  he  believed  there  had  never 
a  Court  Martial  assembled  where  the  deliberation  had  been 
more  full  and  impartial,  or  where  the  members  had  taken 
more  pains  to  inform  themselves  on  every  point,  and  to  form 
their  judgment  without  any  motives  of  prejudice.  He  had 
been  here  a  very  short  time  before.  He  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment at  the  infamous  falsehoods,  as  he  termed  them,  which 
had  been  circulated  in  England  respecting  the  system  observed 
here." 

It  was  no  doubt  a  severe  disappointment  to  Napoleon  and 
the  French  to  be  thus  deprived  of  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Sto- 
koe, on  which  they  had  calculated  ;  and  as  he  still  refused  to 
see  either  Dr.  Verling  or  Dr.  Arnott,  or  afibrd  any  facilities  to 
the  orderly  officer,  a  note  was  addressed  to  him  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, in  which  he  told  him  that  he  was  under  the  painful 
but  unavoidable  necessity  of  making  known  to  him  that,  pur- 
suant to  his  instruction  from  Lord  Bathurst,  he  had  granted  to 
the  orderly  officer  such  means  as  it  might  be  found  necessary 
to  employ  for  removing  any  obstruction  opposed  to  his  obtain- 
ing daily  access  to  the  place  where  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
might  be  seen.  He  was,  however,  to  have  recourse  to  force 
only  when  he  found  that  he  could  not  obtain  admission  with- 
out it. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month  a  pamphlet  which  had  been 
published  in  London  anonymously,  called  "  Facts  from  St. 
Helena,"^  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Governor.     The  author 


'  "  Facts  illustrative  of  the  Treatment  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  in  St. 
Helena,  being  the  result  of  minute  inquiries  and  personal  research  in 
that  isVnd." 
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was  Theodore  Hook,  who  stopped  at  St.  Helena  on  his  way 
from  the  Mauritius,  and  the  brochure  created  some  sensation 
at  the  time.  It  was  extremely  favorable  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
and  attacked  O'Meara,  who  in  consequence  published  his 
"  Exposition"  by  way  of  answer.  Writing  to  Lord  Bathurst 
on  the  8th  of  August,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  thvis  spoke  of  Theo- 
dore Hook's  performance  ; — "  I  have  not  yet  seen  Count  Las 
Cases'  last  publication,  and  it  is  only  two  days  since  I  obtained 
a  copy  of  the  "  Facts"  illustrative  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 
treatment  at  St.  Helena.  I  know  the  author,  but  not  in  his 
capacity  as  such,  nor  indeed  have  I  ever  had  any  further  ac- 
quaintance with  him  than  the  casual  one  which  is  formed  in 
general  with  the  passengers  from  the  East.  I  am,  however, 
very  sensible  of  his  good  intentions,  although  he  appears  to 
have  drawn  some  matters  in  rather  too  glowing  colors.  His 
iirformation  he  did  not  obtain  from  me,  but  I  believe  must 
have  got  it  from  some  naval  friend,  which  may  account,  for 
any  inaccuracy  into  which  he  may  have  fallen." 

Poor  Captain  Nieholls  was  not  only  ignorant  of  the  French 
language,  but  seems  to  have  been  puzzled  about  French 
customs.  With  amusing  naivete  he  wrote  to  Major  Gorre- 
quer  on  the  13th  of  September — •'  I  have  not  seen  General 
Bonaparte  to-day.  At  this  moment  there  is  a  person  sitting 
in  the  General's  billiard-room  with  a  cocked  hat  on.  I  how- 
ever can  only  see  the  hat  moving  about  If  the  French  are 
accustomed  to  sit  at  dinner  with  their  hats  on,  probably  this 
is  Napoleon  Bonaparte  at  his  dinner."  The  Major  replied 
with  becoming  gravity,  "  There  is  in  fact  no  other  person  of 
the  establishment  at  Longwood  in  the  habit  of  wearing  a 
cocked  hat,  and  consequently  it  is  more  than  probable  that  you 
did  see  him."  And  so  they  were  obliged  on  this  occasion  to 
consent  themselves  with  the  inference  drawn  from  the  cocked 
hat ;  although,  perhaps,  if  the  French  had  known  the  degree 
of  faith  reposed  in  this  signal  of  Bonaparte's  presence,  and  he 
had  himself  wished  to  make  the  attempt  to  escape,  it  would 
not  have  been  difficult  to  use  it  as  a  means  of  deceiving  the 
orderly  officer,  and  by  a  simple  stratagem  make  him  believe 
that  his  prisoner  was  at  Longwood,  although  actually  gone. 
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To  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  Governor,  Professor  Antom- 
marchi,  the  surgeon  who  was  chosen  by  Cardinal  Fesoh  to 
attend  upon  Bonaparte  arrived  on  the  20th  of  September. 
The  same  vessel  brought  *ut,  as  chaplains  to  the  French,  the 
Abbe  Buonavita,  an  elderly  priest,  who  had  been  for  many 
years  a  missionary  in  Mexico,  and  whose  recommendation  for 
this  new  oiSce  was  that  he  had  previously  been  confessor  to 
Napoleon's  mother,  and  the  Abbe  Vignali ;  also  Causal  the 
new  maitre-d'hotel,  and  Chaudelin  the  cook.  All  these  per- 
sons had  before  they  left  England  signed  a  declaration  to  the 
same  effect  as  had  been  required  from  Napoleon's  other  follow- 
ers. They  reached  Longwood  on  the  evening  of  the  20th, 
and  were  admitted  into  Bonaparte's  presence  the  next  day. 

Madame  Bertrand  was,  however,  the  only  lady  left  to  en- 
liven by  her  presence  the  society  at  Longwood,  and  she  natu- 
rally felt  oppressed  by  the  dulness  of  the  place.  The  con- 
duct of  Napoleon  in  shutting  himself  up  from  all  visitors  had 
greatly  increased  the  ennui  of  a  residence  there,  and  in  a 
note  she  wrote  about  this  time  to  the  Governor  she  complain- 
ed of  the  privation  she  felt,  as  though  it  were  his  fault  that 
they  had  not  more  society.  Sir  Hudson,  however,  reminded 
her  that  he  had  consented,  at  Count  Bertrand's  suggestion,  to 
the  proposal  that  the  latter  should  present  a  list  of  fifty  per- 
sons for  the  Governor's  approval,  who  might  be  allowed  to 
visit  Longwood  without  any  pass  from  him  upon  the  invita- 
tion of  Napoleon.  He  said  that,  the  list  not  having  been 
presented,  he  had  proposed  to  Count  Montholon  to  frame 
one,  but  they  had  not  availed  themselves  of  this  offer.  He 
added, — "  Of  the  society  which  most  generally  meets  at  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe's  own  house,  there  have  been  never  less  than 
twelve  persons  who  have  been  at  liberty  to  visit  at  Longwood 
without  any  pass  from  him.  This  number  will  now  however 
be  augmented,  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  will  make  known  to  the 
persons  comprehended  in  it  that  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
their  visits  on  his  part." 

Madame  Bertrand  immediately  forwarded  a  list  of  names, 
which  she  begged  the  Governor  to  send  to  the  orderly  officer 
with  instructions  to  allow  tliose  persons  to  come  and  visit  her 
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■without  a  pass,  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  courteously  assented. 
It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Countess  seems  to 
have  won  the  good  will  and  regard  of  all  who  knew  her. 
She  was  a  very  agreeable,  and  had  been  a  remarkably  hand- 
some woman,  and  her  presence  at  Longwood  must  have  in 
no  slight  degree  alleviated  the  tedium  and  discomfort  of  the 
captivity.  We  wish  we  could  say  any  thing  so  favorable  of 
her  husband,  but  his  influence  was  invariably  exerted  for 
evil,  and  his  behavior  to  the  Governor  was  intolerable.  In 
a  dispatch  from  Lord  Bathurst,  brought  by  the  same  vessel 
that  conveyed  Antommarohi  and  the  priests  to  St.  Helena,  he 
said — 

"  The  conduct  of  Count  Bertrand  makes  it  unfit  that  you 
should  any  longer  address  yourself  to  him  in  any  communica- 
tions which  you  may  have  occasion  to  make  to  General  Bona- 
parte ;  in  the  event  therefore  of  Count  Montholon's  departure, 
you  will  address  yourself  to  the  Abbe  Buonavita,  or  to  either 
of  the  two  other  gentlemen  who  go  out  with  him." 

In  another  dispatch  which  reached  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  at 
the  same  time,  Lord  Bathurst  said — 

"  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  direct  any  prosecutions 
against  the  "Morning  Chronicle,"  or  Mr.  O'Meara's  publica- 
tions ;  not  because  I  felt  any  indifference  on  the  subject,  but 
because  London  juries  are  very  uncertain  in  their  verdicts  ; 
and  one  ill-disposed  juryman  would  be  able  to  acquit  the  par- 
ties, which  would  give  occasion  for  triumph,  and  appear  to 
justify  the  complaints  which  have  been  mad«  against  you. 
As  it  is,  you  will  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that, 
after  all  their  publications  and  all  their  threats,  not  one  per- 
son has  ever  opened  his  mouth  in  Parliament  in  favor  of  Bo- 
naparte. 

"  You  are  acting  with  great  prudence  in  avoiding  if  possi- 
ble any  scene  with  Bonaparte  ;  and  I  trust  that  the  appre- 
hension of  the  orderly  officer  coming  into  his  room  will  in- 
duce him  to  show  himself,  so  as  to  make  a  scene  unnecessa- 
ry. You  will  find,  I  think.  Abbe  Buonavita  a  very  harmless 
man.     The  surgeon  is  reckoned  very  intelligent,  but  I  think 
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will  not  be  disposed  to  be  troublesome,  as  he  is  apparently  in- 
clined to  make  advances  to  the  Government,  by  preparing  to 
dedicate  the  work  he  is  completing  to  the  Prince  Regent. 

"  Nothing  could  have  been  more  fortunate  than  Mr.  Rick- 
etts's  visit  at  St  Helena.  He  has  given  the  most  satisfactory 
reports  concerning  the  real  state  of  the  business,  and  saw 
through  all  the  nnanoBiivres  which  were  practiced  to  impose 
upon  him.  I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Dr. 
Baxter,  but  I  expect  to  see  him  in  a  day  or  two. 

"With  respect  to  Mr.  Balcombe  you  will  let  it  be  known 
that,  in  the  event  of  his  arriving  at  St.  Helena,  you  have  or- 
ders to  send  him  away.  His  partners  must  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  their  contract  if  his  name  is  in  it. 

'•July  13. 
"  P.S. — I  see  by  the  newspapers  that  Mr.  Hutchinson  yes- 
terday said  something  about  Bonaparte  in  the  house  of  Com- 
mons, but  it  produced  no  effect,  and  was  not  attended  to." 

In  order  to  introduce  and  circulate  in  the  island  copies  of 
O'Meara's  "Exposition,"  which  was  full  of  the  grossest  calum- 
nies against  the  Governor,^  the  following  expedient  was  adopt- 
ed by  him  and  his  friends.  Eighteen  sets  of  the  work  were 
put  on  board  a  vessel  about  to  sail  for  St.  Helena,  in  small 
sealed  packets,  addressed  to  officers  and  inhabitants  on  the 
island.  The  Captain  thought  they  were  religious  tracts,  and 
sent  them  on  shore  without  making  any  manifest  as  the  regu- 
lations required,  and  they  were  afterward  delivered  to  the 
several  persons  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  They  were 
not  however  retained  by  a  single  individual,  but  sent  back  to 
the  publisher  with  the  leaves  uncut. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  veracity  of  this  work  we  may  quote 

^  I  should  like  to  quote  what  Count  Montholon  said  to  his  wife  in  a 
letter  respecting  this  publication  of  O'Meara,  but  I  can  not  satisfy  my- 
self that  it  ought  to  be  made  use  of.  Letters  written  by  a  husband  to 
a  wife,  or  by  a  wife  to  a  husband,  in  all  the  confidence  of  that  intimate 
and  affectionate  relationship,  and  not  intended  to  meet  the  public  eye, 
ought  to  be  held  sacred.  The  passage  from  one  of  Count  Montholon's 
letters  to  the  Countess,  quoted  in  a  previous  page  (see  p.  64,  ant€)f  is 
obviously  one  which  neither  could  object  to  being  printed. 
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the  assertion^  there  made,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vernon,  in  Feb- 
ruary 1817,  informed  Count  and  Countess  Bertrand  that  both 
himself  and  his  wife  would  come  very  often  to  see  them,  were 
it  not  that  the  Governor  obliged  every  -person  who  visited 
Longwood  to  undergo  a  long  interrogation  prior  to  grant- 
ing a  pass,  and  tliat  on  their  return  they  were  obliged  to 
make  a  report  of  every  thing  they  had  seen  or  heard.  When 
Mr.  Vernon's  attention  was  called  to  this  paragraph  by  Major 
Gorrequer,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber in  answer  to  it : 

"  The  note  in  Mr.  O'Meara's  publication  with  which  you 
have  favored  me  is  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  his  assertions. 
May  I  beg  you  to  assure  the  Governor  that  it  is  an  infamous 
fabrication  ? 

"  No  conversation,  of  such  a  nature  as  Mr.  O'Meara  repre- 
sents, was  ever  held  by  me  to  Count  or  Countess  Bertrand. 

"  Madame  Bertrand  once  or  twice  intimated  to  me  her  in- 
tention of  paying  Mrs.  Vernon  a  visit,  adding,  that,  having 
seen  her  once  at  Admiral  Malcolm's,  she  thought  her  very 
much  like  a  sister  of  hers,  and  was  desirous  of  seeing  her 
again ;  upon  which  I  remember  expressing  my  regret  that 
Mrs.  Vernon  was  unable  to  undertake  so  long  a  ride. 

"  To  the  second  question,  I  must  declare  that  the  only  '  in- 
terrogation previous  to  my  obtaining  a  pass  from  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  to  visit  at  Longwood'  came  from  me  to  the  Governor, 
viz.  '  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  a  pass  to  visit  Count 
Bertrand  ?'  The  invariable  answer  to  which  was,  '  Certainly, 
Mr.  Vernon.' 

"  And  upon  my  return  from  such  visits,  I  can  declare  that 
the  Governor  never  asked  me  any  questions  ;  except  once  or 
twice,  simply,  whether  I  had  succeeded  in  my  endeavors  to 
see  Bonaparte. 

"  Once,  indeed,  at  Plantation  House,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  asked 
me  what  had  passed  between  M.  Las  Cases  and  myself  at 
Longwood,  in  reference  to  a  conversation  that  had  occurred 

'  See  p.  109  of  the  "Exposition." 
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some  time  before,  and  which  at  the  express  desire  of  M.  Las 
Cases  I  had  commumoated  to  the  Governor." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  learnt  from  the  foreign  Commissioners 
about  this  time  that  the  French  officers  at  Longwood  had 
spoken  to  them  of  a  design  to  poison  Napoleon.  When  Count 
Montholon  mentioned  it  to  the  Marquis  do  Montchenu,  the 
latter  expressed  his  utter  disbelief  of  such  a  thing,  upon  which 
Count  Montholon  observed,  "  We  do  not  believe  it  ourselves, 

BUT  IT  IS  ALWAYS  WELL   TO  SAY  SO."^ 

'  "  Nous  ne  le  croyons  pas  nous-memes,  mais  c'est  toujours  bon  a 
dire." 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

NAPOLEON    CEASES    TO   SECLUDE    HIMSELF   IN   HIS    APARTMENTS 

HIS    FONDNESS     FOR    GARDENING DR.    ANTOMMARCHI-^ 

ENLARGEMENT    OF    THE    LIMITS INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  EARL 

BATHURST ORDERLY      OFFICER'S      REPORTS NAPOLEON 

TAKES    TO    GOAT-SHOOTING PLAYING    AT    SOLDIERS BALL 

PRACTICE. 

In  October  this  year  a  material  change  took  place  in  Bona- 
parte's conduct.  Instead  of  shutting  himself  up  in  his  apart- 
ments, and  vexatiously  preventing  the  orderly  officer  from 
seeing  him,  he  walked  out  nearly  every  day,  and  found  amuse- 
ment in  superintending  some  alterations  in  his  little  garden. 
From  this  period  a  decided  improvement  appeared  in  his 
health  and  spirits ;  and  his  undignified  struggle  to  prevent 
the  Governor  from  obeying  his  instructions  having  ceased,  the 
relations  between  them  assumed  a  much  more  agreeable 
character. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Lord  Bath- 
urst,  and  said  that,  although  there  had  been  no  change  of  im- 
portance in  the  general  system  upon  which  he  had  proceeded 
from  the  first  moment  of  his  arrival  on  the  island,  viz.  that 
of  combining  the  precautions  for  security  with  every  proper 
regard  and  attention  to  the  wants  and  comforts  of  the  person 
under  his  charge,  there  was  now  apparently  no  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  exercise  of  his  duty,  and  that  he  now  received  from 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns  every  proof  of 
accord  in  the  maintenance  of  the  principles  by  which  he  had 
always  hitherto,  although  sometimes  so  unsuccessfully,  en- 
deavored to  conduct  his  relations  toward  them,  as  well  as 
toward  Bonaparte  himself  And  in  a  private  letter  to  Lord 
Bathurst,  written  the  same  day.  Sir  Hudson  said, 

"  In  making  my  official  acknowledgments  to  your  Lord- 
ship for  the  high  favor  conferred  on  me  by  His  Royal  High- 
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ness  the  Prince  Regent's  gracious  approbation  of  my  conduct, 
I  have  taken  occasion  to  comment  upon  the  preient  favorable 
appearance  of  matters  in  general.  I  wish  to  be  understood, 
however,  as  speaking  only  of  the  present.  It  may  perhaps 
behoove  me  to  be  as  much  on  my  guard  against  the  advances 
that  may  be  eventually  made  to  me  as  against  the  attacks 
and  complaints  that  may  be  still  meditating.  I  shall  endeav- 
or to  hold  myself  equally  prepared  for  either.  I  have  been 
much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  accounts  brought  by  Mr. 
Ricketts  conveyed  so  much  satisfaction.  Had  he  been  en- 
abled to  remain  here  a  short  time  longer,  I  have  little  hesita- 
tion to  say  he  would  have  seen  matters  more  clearly.  I  feel, 
however,  only  the  more  sensible  of  his  obliging  attention,  and 
of  the  pains  he  took  to  inform  himself  with  so  much  accuracy 
in  so  very  short  a  stay." 

On  the  16th  he  wrote,  "  General  Bonaparte  continues  to 
show  himself .  daily,  and  is  now  occupied  in  directing  some 
little  improvements  in  his  garden,  principally  of  such  nature 
as  to  procure  shade  with  retirement,  and  hide  the  view  of  his 
windows." 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Antommarchi,  Dr.  Yerling,  who 
had  resided  at  Longwood  more  than  fourteen  months,  although 
never  permitted  by  Napoleon  to  visit  him,  applied  for  leave 
to  return  to  England,  and  he  received  the  highest  testimoni- 
als from  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  as  to  his  conduct,  especially  in  the 
irksome  and  painful  situation  which  the  proposals  of  Count 
Montholon  in  April,  and  the  refusal  of  Bonaparte  to  receive 
him  professionally  unless  he  acquiesced  in  them,  had  placed 
him.  His  departure  was  much  regretted  by  Madame  Ber- 
trand,  who  applied  to  the  Governor  to  authoi-ize  or  direct  him 
to  continue  his  medical  attendance  upon  her  and  her  family. 
On  being  told  by  Dr.  Verling  that  he  was  about  to  quit  the 
island,  she  expressed  much  concern,  and  said  she  should  ap- 
ply for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Henry,  assistant  surgeon  of  the 
66th  regiment,  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  ability,  the  au- 
thor of  "  Events  of  a  Military  Life,"  a  work  which  has  been 
frequently  quoted  in  the  course  of  the  narrative. 
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Dr.  Antommarchi  applied  for  permission  to  attend  the 
hospitals,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  diseases  most  preva- 
lent in  the  island.  This  was  readily  granted;  and  that  no 
restraint  might  he  placed  on  his  communications  with  the 
British  medical  officers,  the  officer  who  attended  him  to  the 
town  was  directed  to  leave  him  while  he  was  thus  profession- 
ally engaged  with  any  other  medical  man.  However  the  re- 
striction of  being  accompanied  from  Longwood  to  the  town 
by  an  officer,  and  the  circumstance  that  he  and  the  Abh6 
Buonavita  were  once  obstructed  by  a  sentry  on  returning  to 
Longwood  from  a  walk  after  gun-fire,  were  made  the  subject 
of  a  personal  complaint  by  Dr.  Antommarchi  to  the  Govern- 
or on  the  following  day.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  expressed  his 
regret  at  the  circumstance,  and  promised  to  have  it  investi- 
gated, but  he  said  he  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  French 
officers  had  not  made  himi  and  the  priests  acquainted  with 
the  regulations,  and  added  that  he  would  send  them  a  copy 
of  them.  Dr.  Antommarchi  then  begged  to  be  exempted 
from  the  attendance  of  an  officer  whenever  he  went  into  the 
town ;  hut  this  request  was  refused.  As  this  affair  of  the 
sentry  was  as  usual  made  the  subject  of  exaggerated  com- 
plaint and  misrepresentation,  we  will  give  Sir  Thomas  Reade's 
report  of  the  inquiry  instituted  immediately  after  the  occur- 
rence happened.     He  said — 

"  Having  examined  the  sergeant  of  the  guard,  and  the  sen- 
tries, relative  to  the  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Antommarchi, 
it  appears  that  he  and  the  Abbe  Buonavita  had  been  walk- 
ing on  Deadwood,  and  remained  there  after  it  was  dark,  when 
upon  their  return  they  endeavored  to  pass  the  sentry  at  the 
new  building,  who,  agreeably  to  his  orders,  stopped  them,  and 
desired  they  would  go  round  by  the  Longwood  guard,  as  it 
was  contrary  to  the  regulations  for  any  person  to  enter  the 
grounds  of  Longwood  after  dark,  unless  by  the  entrance 
where  the  guard  is  stationed.  They,  however,  did  not  go  as 
far  as  the  guard,  as  Mr.  Antommarchi  states,  but  got  over  the 
fence  between  the  new  building  and  the  guard-house.  The 
sentry  positively  denies  either  charging  his  bayonet  or  at- 
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tempting  to  load  his  firelock  ;  he  merely  told  them  it  was  con- 
trary to  orders  to  pass  his  post  after  dark.  The  officer  of  the 
guard  was  posting  his  sentries  on  the  Fisher's  Valley  side 
when  the  occurrence  took  place.  Major  Goldie  and  some 
other  ofiicers  of  the  66th  observed  that  it  was  dark  when  Mr. 
Antommarchi  and  the  priest  left  Deadwood." 

In  the  course  of  conversation  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  Dr. 
Antommarchi  mentioned  that  he  had  urged  Napoleon  to 
take  horse  exercise  as  absolutely  necessary  to  his  health,  but 
he  objected  to  it  on  account,  as  he  said,  of  an  apprehension 
that  he  might  be  interfered  with  by  the  guards  or  sentries, 
and  he  therefore  would  not  expose  himself  to  the  risk  of  being 
thus  interrupted  in  his  rides.  The  Governor  here  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  himself,  or 
the  persons  about  him,  never  believed  there  was  any  such 
risk  to  be  apprehended  ;  it  was  one  of  the  many  calumnies 
thathadbeen  directed  against  him.  He  then  quoted  O'Meara's 
assertion,  in  his  "  Exposition,"  that  the  sentries  had  orders,  in 
case  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  going  beyond  the  boundaries,  to 
fire  at  him,  which  he  declared  was  an  infamous  falsehood. ^ 
He  said  that,  if  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  really  apprehensive 
of  being  interrupted  on  his  return  home  by  the  sentries,  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  relieve  himself  from  this  apprehension 
by  acceding  to  the  propositions  which  had  been  made  to  him 
for  not  posting  them  until  between  9  and  11  o'clock  at  night. 
The  Governor  then  explained  the  offer  made  to  Bonaparte  of 
the  range  of  the  whole  island  for  taking  exercise  unaccom- 
panied by  a  British  officer  (excluding  merely  such  parts  as  led 
to  the  sea,  the  town,  or  batteries,  &c.),  under  the  simple  con- 
dition of  showing  himself  at  certain  hours,  and  that  it  rested 
with  him  alone  to  give  effect  to  it  as  soon  as  he  pleased  ;  by 

'  "Dr.  Antommarchi's  first  letters  to  England  speak  of  'gli  amici 
O'Meara  e  Holmes,'  and  a  letter  proceeding  by  this  occasion  speaks  of 
the  latter,  '11  banchiere  Holmes,'  as  his  agent  in  London.  Without  as- 
cribing any  improper  intentions  at  the  outset  to  Mr.  Antommarchi  it 
may  still  be  naturally  supposed  that  the  above-mentioned  friend  and 
agent  will  have  pointed  out  to  him  those  persons  residing  in  the  town 
who  were  most  in  their  confidence." — Note  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 
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which  arrangement  also  the  posting  of  the  sentries  around  the 
house,  -which  was  now  done  when  it  hecame  dark,  would  he 
protracted  to  a  later  hour,  viz.  between  9  and  11  o'clock. 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  authorized  Dr.  Antommarchi  to  state  to 
Napoleon  what  he  had  just  said,  adding  that,  when  Dr.  An- 
tommarchi spoke  of  difficulties,  he  ought  to  consider  at  the 
same  time  on  which  side  they  existed,  and  such  as  proceeded 
on  the  part  of  Napoleon  himself  must  not  be  ascribed  to  him. 
Dr.  Antommarchi  evinced  surprise  at  hearing  that  Bonaparte 
had  it  in  his  own  power  to  extend  his  limits  and  defer  the  posting 
of  the  sentries.  He  said  he  had  not  heard  any  thing  on  this 
subject  before,  and  he  declared  that  he  had  no  intention  of  in- 
terfering in  any  thing  but  his  professional  avocations ;  he 
knew  nothing  of  politics,  and  would  never  intermeddle  with 
matters  of  such  a  nature.  He  had  never  taken  interest  in  po- 
litical afiairs  ;  but,  as  Napoleon  had  mentioned  the  cause  of 
his  objection  to  take  horse  exercise  when  he  strongly  recom- 
mended riding  as  necessary  to  his  health,  he  conceived  it  his 
duty  to  mention  it  to  the  Governor.  Having  so  done,  he  left 
it  to  his  consideration,  and  would  say  nothing  further  on  that 
point.  The  Governor  recommended  him  to  continue  tourge 
on  Napoleon  Bonaparte  the  necessity  of  taking  exercise,  and  re- 
peated to  him  an  observation  made  by  O'Meara,  viz.  that  if 
he  would  take  horse  exercise  for  a  fortnight  he  would  be 
cured  of  all  his  complaints.  Antommarchi  replied,  this 
might  have  been  the  case  at  the  commencement  of  his  com- 
plaint ;  he  had  himself  only  begun  the  treatment  of  Napoleon 
as  his  patient  from  the  1st  of  October,  not  having  been  suffi- 
ciently settled  after  his  arrival  to  undertake  it  before  ;  he  was, 
however,  aware  that  the  principal  object  was  to  prevail  upon 
him  to  ride  and  take  exercise,  and  he  would  recommend  it  as 
strongly  as  he  could  on  all  occasions.  The  Governor  in  con- 
clusion, told  Dr.  Antommarchi  that,  in  the  orders  given  to  the 
several  guards  and  sentries,  it  was  impossible  to  push  personal 
regard  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  any  farther,  and  that  he  was 
absolutely  secured  by  them  from  any  unpleasant  interruption, 
and  so  he  might  assure  him. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  month  the  Governor  wrote  to  Lord 
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Charles  Somerset  at  the  Cape,  and  requested  him  to  send  to 
St.  Helena,  for  the  use  of  the  establishment  at  Longwood,  three 
or  four  good  saddle-horses.  "Two  of  them,"  he  said,  "I  should 
wish  to  be  of  rather  a  better  description  than  the  others  ; 
middle-sized,  strong,  active,  and  sure-footed,  as  also  of  good 
appearance,  rather  than  remarkable  for  either  swiftness  or 
blood,  which  might  perhaps  enhance  the  price  without  ren- 
dering them,  in  this  island,  either  more  useful  or  more  accept- 
able. The  two  others  should  also  be  perfectly  good  riding 
horses."  He  mentioned  that  one  of  them  would  be  required 
for  a  lady. 

Some  extracts  from  Captain  Nicholls's  journal  for  the 
month  of  November  may  be  thought  interesting,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  find  that  the  vexed  spirit  of  Napoleon  soothed  it- 
self in  the  delightful  occupation  of  gardening,  of  which  Lord 
Bacon  has  written  that  "  it  is  the  purest  of  human  pleasures, 
and  the  greatest  refreshment  to  the  spirits  of  man."  Napo- 
leon with  his  spade  in  his  hand,  digging  amid  the  Chinese 
servants,  or  amusing  himself  with  Bertrand's  children  among 
the  flower-beds,  might  form  a  companion  picture  to  one  which 
represented  Scipio  and  Lselius  gathering  shells  on  the  sea- 
shore, as  Cicero,  with  a  kind  of  half  apology  for  telling  so  trivial 
an  anecdote  of  such  eminent  men,  informs  us.  The  ex-Em- 
peror, however,  had  not  at  St.  Helena  the  royal  ordering  or 
platform  of  a  princely  garden  of  which  Bacon  speaks,  and 
could  not  have  "  statues  and  such  things  for  state  and  mag- 
nificence ;"  but,  as  the  great  philosopher  observes,  these  "add 
nothing  to  the  true  pleasure  of  a  garden." 

In  his  journal  the  orderly  officer  says — 

"  November  2d.  General  Bonaparte  was  out  to-day  in  his 
favorite  garden.  The  young  Bertrands  were  playing  round 
him.  3d.  General  Bonaparte  appeared  out  to-day :  he  then 
walked  very  stout.  12th.  General  Bonaparte  amused  himself 
for  a  considerable  time  to-day  gardening  among  the  Chinese, 
though  the  Governor  was  at  the  new  building  at  the  time. 
General  Bonaparte  walked  to  the  gate  in  the  sod  wall  to  look 
at  the  new  building.     19.  General  Bonaparte  passed  some 
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hours  during  this  day  in  his  iavorite  garden  ;  at  times  he  had 
a  spade  in  his  hand  at  work.  He  desired  Sowerhy  the  gar- 
dener to  go  to  the  ofBcer  for  two  more  pickaxes,  holding  up 
two  of  his  fingers  for  the  number.  He  had  five  or  six  Chinese 
at  work  besides.  Count  Montholon  stripped  and  hard  at  work, 
and  some  of  his  valets.  The  Governor  came  to  Longwood 
and  saw  General  Bonaparte  at  work.  20th.  General  Bona- 
parte out  at  work  in  his  little  garden  by  seven  o'clock  with  a 
spade,  and  five  or  six  Chinese  and  valets.  The  two  priests 
and  the  surgeon  were  likewise  employed.  The  General  and 
his  three  gentlemen  assistants  afterward  breakfasted  together 
in  the  garden.  Count  Montholon  is  unwell  to-day  ;  most 
probably  he  caught  cold  working  so  hard  yesterday.  The 
General  was  out  till  late  this  evening."  Bonaparte  continued 
to  employ  himself  in  this  manner  nearly  every  day,  and  some- 
times visited  the  Count  and  Countess  Bertrand  in  the  evening. 
To  none  was  this  alteration  in  Napoleon's  pursuits  more  im- 
portant than  to  the  orderly  officer,  who  had  suffered  so  much 
inconvenience  hitherto  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  he 
emphatically  recorded  his  satisfaction  in  an  entry  of  the  29th. 
"  General  Bonaparte  was  out  early  this  morning  employed  in 
his  favorite  garden,  with  a  number  of  assistants — Count  Mon- 
tholon, valets,  Chinese,  gardeners,  storemen,  &c.  &c.  He  is 
picking  holes  in  one  part  of  the  garden,  and  raising  mounds  in 
other  parts 

"  The  General  was  in  his  morning-gown  amidst  the  people 
at  work,  directing  them ;  takes  a  spade  at  times,  and  begins 
to  put  in  seeds — messages  to  me  for  carts,  shovels,  and  spades. 
God  send  he  may  always  continue  in  this  humor  during  my 
residence  at  Longwood  !  30th.  This  afternoon  he  stood  in 
Count  Montholon's  little  garden  looking  at  my  servants  water- 
ing some  flowers  at  my  door."     But 

"  medio  de  fonte  leporum 
SuTgit  amari  aliquid." 

This  halcyon  state  of  things  was  now  and  then  interrupted  by 
a  fit  of  petulance  on  the  part  of  Bonaparte.  One  day  a  trades- 
man had  come  to  Longwood  fo^  the  purpose  of  newly  carpet- 
ing and  papering  the  dining-room  at  his  request,  in  order  that 
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it  might  be  used  for  divine  worship  ;  but  Bonaparte  wished 
the  billiard-room  to  be  papered  first,  and  because  the  man 
made  some  difficulty  about  it,  as  he  had  no  orders  to  that 
effect,  and  the  orderly  officer  said  he  would  refer  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, Bonaparte  gave  orders  that  nothing  whatever  should 
be  done  to  his  house  ;  and  Count  Montholon,  with  his  usual 
candor  and  honesty,  told  Captain  NichoUs  that  Napoleon 
could  not  get  any  thing  done  that  he  wished  ;  on  which  the 
Captain  remarks  in  his  journal,  "  I  here  diflbrcd  in  opinion 
with  him,  and  positively  told  him  that  since  I  had  been  at 
Longwood  General  Bonaparte's  applications  had  always  been 
attended  to,  and  that  every  thing  had  been  done  for  him  as 
soon  as  asked." 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  trouble  taken  in  small  matters  to 
satisfy  the  wishes  of  the  exiles,  we  will  quote  the  following 
letter  from  Major  Gorrequer  to  the  orderly  officer,  dated 

"Plantation  House,  Nov.  11,  1819. 
"  Dear  Sir — Be  pleased  to  wait  on  Count  Montholon,  and 
explain  to  him  that  the  door  was  put  in  hand  the  moment 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  desired  to  have  it  done  ;  that  this  door  is 
a  glass  one,  and  takes  time  to  prepare  :  that  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  have  all  the  carpenter's  work  completed  before 
the  wall  was  broken ;  that  the  door,  it  is  believed,  is  now 
finished,  as  also  the  bookcase  required  ;  the  garden-tables  and 
the  trellis- work  for  the  walk  in  the  garden  well  advanced : 
and  that  all  these  little  works,  with  the  denmands  of  Count 
Bertrand  for  alterations  also  at  his  house,  as  well  as  the  em- 
ployment of  the  upholsterer  and  paper-hanger  at  Longwood, 
create  very  sensible  interruption  in  the  progress  of  the  new 
building  ;  the  more  so,  as  all  the  naval  carpenters  have  lately 
been  taken  away,  being  wanted  by  the  Admiral.  The  Gov- 
ernor desires  Count  Montholon  may  be  rendered  aware  of  this 
circumstance,  in  order  that  complaints  may  not  hereafter  arise ; 
that  what  is  essential  for  the  old  building,  and  all  that  has 
been  demanded  for  it,  is  executing,  notwithstanding,  as  fast 
as  it  can  possibly  be  done  ;  but  in  order  not  to  be  exposed  to 
any  unbecoming  remark  from  a  servant  of  the  establishment, 
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such  as  what  Noverraz  made  to  you  this  morning, '  that  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  would  not  have  his  billiard-room  papered  be- 
cause it  had  been  so  long  delayed,'  when  no  application  had 
been  made  to  the  Governor  for  it,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to 
know  what  is  wanted  in  the  house  when  no  one  sees  the 
interior  of  it,  it  is  requisite  that  the  demand  for  repairs,  where 
opportunities  are  not  afforded  to  see  that  they  are  wanted,  be 
made  by  some  officer  of  the  establishment. 

"  I  am,   &C.  G.  GORKBQUER." 

On  the  27th  of  November,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Lord 
Bathurst,  and  said,  "  The  circumstance  of  General  Bonaparte 
having  walked  to  the  new  house  might  lead  to  the  supposition 
that  he  intends  to  occupy  it  when  completed ;  but  in  propor- 
tion as  he  sees  an  evident  endeavor  to  hasten  its  completion, 
he  seems  inclined  to  make  improvements  and  alterations  in 
his  present  residence.  This  desire  on  his  part  has  proved  in 
several  instances  extremely  inconvenient,  because  it  tends  to 
take  the  workmen  from  the  new  building,  of  which  inconven- 
ience, through  Count  Montholon,  he  has  been  rendered  fre- 
quently aware.  I  endeavor,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  meet  his 
desires  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  complaint,  without  suffer- 
ing them,  however,  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  principal 
work." 

And  again  on  the  1st  of  December,  "  Nothing  can  exceed 
the  bustle  and  activity  which  has  been  recently  displayed  by 
General  Bonaparte,  in  giving  directions  about  his  flower- 
garden,  and  superintending  the  workmen  employed  at  it.  He 
is  hemming  it  in  all  round  with  as  bushy  trees  and  shrubs  as 
he  can  get  transplanted,  and  with  sod  walls,  so  as  to  screen 
himself  as  far  as  possible  from  external  observation." 

Most  of  the  days  in  December  were  passed  by  Napoleon  in 
his  garden,  superintending  the  workmen  ;  and  on  some  occa- 
sions he  dined  and  took  coffee  under  the  trees.  Jlis  principal 
employment  consisted  in  transplanting  trees  and  constructing 
a  reservoir  in  one  of  the  gardens.  We  again  avail  ourselves 
of  some  extracts  from  the  journal  of  the  orderly  officer  : — 
"  December  3d.  I  saw  General  Bonaparte  this  morning ;  he 
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was  turning  the  cock  of  a  cistern  to  allow  the  water  to  run 
over  the  flowers  in  one  of  his  little  gardens.  4th.  General 
Bonaparte  had  his  valets,  stablemen,  Chinese,  &c.,  at  work 
in  his  favorite  garden  from  five  o'clock  this  morning.  The 
General  is  filling  his  little  garden  with  trees,  I  fancy  not  only 
to  screen  him  from  the  sun,  but  also  from  general  view.  6th. 
I  saw  General  Bonaparte  this  afternoon  ;  he  was  in  full  dress, 
with  a  star  on  his  side,  walking  with  Count  Montholon.  At 
present  he  does  not  mind  any  body  seeing  him,  provided  they 
do  not  stand  looking  at  him.  He  appears  completely  occupied 
in  gardening  and  planting  ;  and  writing  and  study  seem  quite 
out  of  the  question."  .  .  .  .  "  23d.  I  saw  General  Bonaparte 
in  his  garden.  The  Governor  and  his  two  daughters-in-law^ 
came  to  Longwood  this  afternoon.  The  young  ladies  wished 
to  see  General  Bonaparte,  but  he  did  not  seem  inclined  to 
give  them  an  opportunity.  After  they  left  Longwood  he  had 
dinner  under  the  trees  in  his  favorite  garden  with  some  of  his 
family  between  five  and  six  o'clock.  He  saw  the  Miss  John- 
sons  26th.  I  saw  General  Bonaparte  this  afternoon  in 

one  of  his  little  ga.rdens  in  his  dressing-gown.  They  are  doing 
nothing  but  transplanting  trees.  Even  this  day,  though  Sun- 
day, they  are  moving  peach-trees  with  fruit  on  them.  They 
have  been  moving  young  oaks  in  full  leaf  and  the  trees  prob- 
ably will  survive,  but  the  leaf  is  falling  off  as  in  autumn.  .  .  . 
27th.  I  saw  General  Bonaparte  this  morning  in  his  little 
garden.  For  many  months  past  there  has  been  a  sentry 
placed  over  the  new  building  when  the  men  were  not  em- 
ployed there.  This  evening  General  Bonaparte  visited  Count 
Bertrand,  who  is  sick,  and  the  sentry  stood  looking  I  fancy  at 
the  General,  for  he  sent  Count  Montholon  to  rne  to  complain 
that  a  sentry  should  be  posted  so  near  him  during  the  day, 
contrary,  as  Montholon  said,  to  Lord  Bathurst's  directions." 
The  next  day  Captain  NichoUs  went  to  Plantation  House  to 
inform  the  Governor  of  this  circumstance,  and  he  says — 

"The  Governor  desired  me  to  tell  Count  Montholon  that 
the  sentry  in  question  had  been  placed  there  to  take  care  of 

'  i.  e.  stepdaughters,  daughters  of  Lady  Lowe  by  her  former  husband. 
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the  tools  at  the  new  building,  but,  as  it  was  disagreeable  to 
Napoleon,  he  should  be  discontinued  immediately.  I  ac- 
quainted Count  Montholon  with  this  message  on  my  return 
to  Longwood." 

On  the  19th  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  writing  to  Lord  Bathurst  said 
— "  General  Bonaparte  continues  to  occupy  himself  with  the 
improvements  in  his  garden.  He  caused  three  large  reservoirs 
to  be  dug  in  diflerent  forms,  within  a  few  paces  of  one  another  ; 
it  being  found  they  did  not  retain  the  water,  Count  Montho- 
lon applied  to  have  them  lined  with  lead.  It  was  calculated 
by  Major  Emmett  of  the  Engineers  this  would  create  an  im- 
mediate expense  of  near  £300  for  an  appurtenance  merely  to 
the  old  building.  I  proposed,  therefore,  that  a  stone  reservoir 
should  be  commenced  in  the  first  instance,  as  such  would 
be  always  found  useful.  In  the  mean  time  General  Bonaparte 
has  himself  caused  a  second  one  to  be  constructed  of  wood,  in 
the  form  of  an  immense  vat,  and  he  has  given  up  the  project 
of  the  third.  He  shows  himself  a  good  deal  in  his  garden,  and 
I  have  myself  lately  seen  him  twice,  but  not  at  such  near 
distance  as  to  observe  any  thing  further  than  that  he  appeared 
to  walk  as  strong  and  as  well  as  I  had  ever  seen  hira." 

From  the  very  first  Dr.  Antommarchi  became  the  slave  of 
Napoleon,  and,  of  course,  ready  to  misinterpret  every  thing 
to  the  disadvantage  of  England.  When  St.  Helena  first  came 
in  view  he  tells  us  that  the  thought  which  presented  itself  to 
his  mind  was  this — "  There  was  the  Emperor  ;  there  English 
cruelty  persecuted  its  victim  with  relentless  fury !  There  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  were  taking  revenge  upon  that  great 
man  for  the  errors  of  his  generosity .'"  But  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
is  the  great  object  of  his  attack,  and  he  takes  every  opportu- 
nity of  calumniating  him.  His  malice,  however,  constantly 
defeats  itself  by  giving  a  color  to  incidents  which  manifestly, 
without  any  confutation  or  explanation,  they  will  not  bear. 
For  instance,  he  tells  us  that  when  he  and  his  companions 
arrived  at  St.  Helena  they  were  extremely  impatient  to  land, 
"  but  not  so  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  It  was  necessary  to  lay  a 
Buaro  for  us,  and  he  wanted  a  few  hours  to  meditate  how  to 
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do  it."  And  what  does  the  i-eader  suppose  is  the  proof  which 
Antommavchi  adduces  of  this  meditated  snare  ?  He  says 
that  several  boats  came  and  rowed  about  the  ship,  but  he 
was  not  deceived  by  the  stratagem.  What  stratagem  ?  We 
shall  see.  "  'What  do  these  boats  want  ?'  said  I  to  the  Cap- 
tain. '  They  are  fishing-boats.'  '  Probably  the  men  have 
fish  ;  ask  them  to  sell  us  some.'  He  asked  them,  but  they  had 
not  yet  cast  their  nets.  My  question  had  disconcerted  them, 
and  they  went  away."^  It  certainly  required  some  ingenuity 
to  suspect  a  plot  in  this,  but  Antommarchi  means  that  the 
boats  were  sent  to  entrap  the  newly-arrived  strangers  into 
sending  some  letter  or  paper  clandestmely  ashore,  and  thus 
putting  themselves  in  the  power  of  the  G  overnor.  This  is  at 
the  beginning  of  his  book  ;  and  after  a  tissue  of  misrepresen- 
tation throughout,  it  consistently  concludes  with  positive  false- 
hood. He  pretends  that  when  he  arrived  in  London  after  the 
death  of  Napoleon  he  was  sent  for  by  the  Ministry,  or  as  he 
calls  it, the  Council,  and  that  the  following  colloquy  took  place : 
"  'What  signifies  after  all  the  death  of  General  Bonaparte  ? 
It  rids  us  of  an  implacable  enemy,  and  delivers  him  from  a 
painful  situation  in  which  he  would  have  remained  for  ever.' 
'  The  assurances  given  to  us  by  the  Governor,'  answered  I, 
'  were  not  of  that  nature.'  '  The  Governor  I  the  Governor  I' 
'  Your  Excellency  does  not  do  him  justice  :  he  was  a  strict 
follower  of  his  instructions.'  '  If  so,  why  did  he  not  cause 
the  body  of  Bonaparte  to  be  thrown  into  lime  ?  the  idol  would 
then  have  been  completely  destroyed,  and  we  should  have  the 
sooner  done  with  him.'  "  These  specimens  enable  us  to  judge 
of  the  value  of  statements  made  by  such  a  writer  in  dispar- 
agement of  others.^ 

'  "  Memoirs  of  Napoleon's  Exile,"  vol.  i.  pp.  55,  56. 

'  The  vanity  of  Antommarchi  is  extremely  ludicrous.  He  actually 
insinuates  that  when  he  was  in  London,  on  his  way  to  St.  Helena,  he 
was  assailed  with  offers  and  threats  to  induce  him  to  abandon  his  inten- 
tion, in  order  that  England  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  services  of  so 
great  an  anatomist.  But  he  modestly  adds,  "  England  abounds  in  first- 
rate  practitioners,  and  I  could  not,  therefore,  suppose  that  there  really 
existed  any  intention  to  secure  my  presence  and  my  services" — Ibid-t 
vol.  i.  p.  39. 
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He  soon  became  an  apt  pupil  in  the  art  of  grumbling.  He 
disregarded  the  regulations,  and,  when  stopped  by  the  sentries 
on  duty  bitterly  complained.  One  evening,  on  the  21st  of 
December,  he  remained  in  the  wood  near  Longwood  until  some 
time  after  it  was  dark,  and  then  attempted  to  pass  the  sentry, 
who  refused  to  allow  him  until  reference  was  made  to  the 
orderly  officer.  The  Doctor  made  this  the  subject  of  a  long 
letter  of  remonstrance  to  the  Governor  the  next  day,  and  he 
also  mentioned  another  affront.  He  had  invited  the  English 
medical  officers  to  dine  with  him,  and  they  had  declined  to 
come.  Dr.  Arnott  pleaded  a  prior  engagement ;  Mr.  Living- 
stone was  unwell  and  could  not  go  ;  Dr.  Verling  and  Mr. 
Henry  also  sent  excuses.  Whatever  may  have  been  their 
reasons,  the  Governor  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  he  did 
not  interfere  at  all.  Dr.  Antommarchi,  however,  in  his  letter 
attributed  their  refusal  to  the  "  universal  terror  impressed  on 
the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  ;"  and  in  his  reply 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  said,  after  explaining  the  conduct  of  the 
sentry,  "  In  regard  to  your  remark  as  to  the  difference  be- 
tween the  private  and  public  reception  you  have  met  from 
the  gentlemen  of  your  own  profession  on  this  island,  these 
gentlemen  alone  can  explain  the  cause  of  such  diflerence,  if 
they  are  themselves  conscious  of  it ;  but  even  should  they 
have  appeared  to  fail  in  any  act  of  expected  attention  toward 
you,  this  can  not  justify  your  making  a  most  unprovoked  and 
indecorous  attack  upon  ine,  such  as  is  conveyed  by  the  follow- 
ing reflection — '  presi  forse  ancor  loro  dall'  universal  terrore 
impresso  nell'  animo  degli  abitanti  di  quest'  isola  ;'  a  reflec- 
tion obtruded  under  the  most  false  and  misguided  impressions, 
and  only  affording  an  instance,  which,  I  have  had  real  regret 
to  observe,  of  your  readiness  to  seek  the  first  forced  occasion 
that  could  be  availed  of  to  hold  an  irritating  and  insulting 
.style  of  language  to  me.  You  can.  Sir,  have  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  trace  the  real  causes  which  influence  the  conduct  of 
individuals  on  this  island  in  their  relations  with  Longwood,  and 
without  such  knowledge  the  reflection  is  as  unjust  as  it  is  of- 
fensive. By  the  regulations  communicated  to  you  through 
the  Abbe  Buonavita,  you  were  informed  that  no  letters  contain- 
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ing  the  imperial  title  could  be  received  by  me.  In  your  pre- 
sent letter  there  has  been  an  unnecessary,  and  as  it  appears 
to  me,  from  the  particular  subject  of  the  passage  where  the 
title  appears,  a  purposed  disregard  of  this  rule  ;  I  can  not  in 
future  receive  any  letter  from  you  where  this  title  is  employed." 
The  Governor  now  determined,  upon  his  own  responsibility, 
to  make  an  addition  to  the  limits  of  the  space  hitherto  allowed 
to  the  French  at  Longwood  for  taking  exercise,  either  on 
horseback  or  on  foot,  unaccompanied  by  a  British  officer,  nor 
liable  to  interruption  by  any  sentry;  and  he  specified  the  new 
boundaries  in  the  following  memorandum,  inclosed  in  a  let- 
ter to  Count  Montholon  on  the  31st  of  December  : 

"  The  limits  to  the  westward  of  the  Alarm-house  and  Hutt's 
Gate  will  be  bounded  in  future  during  the  day  as  follows  : 

"From  the  Alarm-house  by  the  road  over  Peak  Hill  and 
Francis  Plain  to  Red  Hill,  from  thence  by  Merriman's  Hill  and 
Church  Ground  to  Bates's  Branch,  over  Sandy  Bay  Ridge, 
and  returning  by  the  road  across  Stick's  Ridge  to  Hutt's  Gate. 

"  The  limits  will  be  closed  at  the  same  time  in  the  evening 
as  heretofore  ;  should  any  person,  however,  accidentally  not 
have  returned  before  the  sentries  are  posted,  the  entrance  will 
remain  open  near  Longwood  New  House,  as  well  as  by  the 
Lodge,  to  pass  in  uninterrupted,  so  long  as  any  twilight  pre- 
vails." 

The  year  1820  commenced  very  tranquilly  at  Longwood. 
Napoleon  continued  to  amuse  himself  in  his  gardens,  where 
he  sometimes  spent  the  whole  day  busily  employed  in  plant- 
ing and  making  improvements.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  de- 
fended his  little  territory  against  invasion  by  animals  with  as 
much  resolution  and  energy  as  he  displayed  in  his  campaigns 
when  at  the  head  of  countless  armies.  The  journal  of  Gap- 
tain  Nicholls  supplies  us  with  many  interesting  notices  of  the 
discrowned  Emperor  in  his  new  occupation  of  nurseryman 
and  gardener. 

"  January  1st.  Sowerby  saw  General  Bonaparte  in  his 
favorite  garden  to-day.  He  was  also  out  in  the  evening  till 
gun-fire  (nine  o'clock)  looking  at  the  boys  and  others  firing 
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crackers."  The  next  day  he  was  "  amusing  himself  with  the 
pipe  of  the  fire-engine,  spouting  water  on  the  trees  and  flow- 
ers in  his  favorite  garden."  .  .  .  .  "  4th.  I  saw  General  Bona- 
parte several  times  to-day  walking  about  the  large  garden  ; 
he  still  amuses  himself  by  gardening,  that  is  superintending  ; 
however,  he  at  times  takes  a  watering-pot  in  his  hands,"  &c. 
On  the  5th  he  dined  under  the  trees  with  Count  Montholon. 
On  the  9th  he  was  "  busily  employed  amidst  his  valets  gar- 
dening ;  he  had  on  his  head  a  large  straw  hat ;  he  did  not 
seem  to  mind  a  little  rain  which  was  falling." 

On  the  10th  the  orderly  officer  reported — 

"  I  saw  General  Bonaparte  this  morning  ;  he  was  amusing 
himself  in  one  of  his  favorite  gardens ;  his  morning  dress  at 
present  consists  of  a  white  gown  and  straw  hat  with  a  long 
broad  brim  ;  in  the  afternoon  he  appears  out  in  a  cocked  hat, 
green  coat,  and  white  breeches  and  stockings  :  he  walks  a 
good  deal  most  afternoons  in  Longwood  garden,  accompanied 
by  either  Count  Montholon  or  Bertrand,  and  often  pays  a  visit 
to  the  Bertrands  in  the  evenings."  "  12th.  This  day  the  one- 
eyed  cooper  came  up  from  James  Town  with  a  large  tub 
(twelve  feet  wide)  for  General  Bonaparte's  favorite  garden,  to 
serve  as  a  reservoir.  The  cooper  told  me  that  the  General 
was  very  much  pleased  with  the  tub,  and  gave  him  a  glass 
of  wine  in  consequence  with  his  own  hand.  The  old  cooper 
seemed  highly  delighted."  "18th.  I  saw  General  Bonaparte 
in  his  little  garden  this  morning.  Counts  Bertrand  and  Mon- 
tholon busily  employed  measuring  out  more  ground  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  garden  for  the  General.  The  General  was  out  a 
good  deal  to-day.  The  day  uncommonly  fine."  On  the  19th 
Bonaparte  was  employed  "superintending  the  building  of  a 
sod-wall ;  he  had  Count  Montholon  and  all  his  valets  hard  at 
work.  The  young  Bertrands  carrying  water  to  wet  the  sods 
as  they  were  laid.  The  General's  appearance  was  rather  gro- 
tesque this  morning  ;  however,  he  appeared  highly  amused." 

But  the  menus  plaisirs  of  the  ex-Emperor  were  not  always 
quite  so  harmless.  On  the  evening  of  the  20th  a  goat  and 
two  kids  belonging  to  the  Countess  Bertrand   happened  to 
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stray  into  his  garden  and  make  free  with  his  flowers,  on  which 
he  took  his  fowling-piece  and  shot  one  of  the  animals  on  the 
spot.  The  Countess,  fearing  that  a  like  catastrophe  might 
happen  to  her  other  two  pets,  gave  them  away  to  Mrs.  Kings- 
mill,  the  wife  of  an  oflScer  of  the  66th  regiment ;  and  this  no 
doubt  saved  their  lives,  for  Napoleon  was  determined  to  guard 
his  domain  against  all  intruders.  A  few  days  afterward  he 
shot  three  hens,  and  next  day  a  kid  belonging  to  his  groom, 
which  he  caught  trespassing.  This  kind  of  sport  seemed  to 
afford  him  amusement,  and  he  sent  one  of  his  servants  to 
Sandy  Bay  to  buy  some  young  goats  for  him  to  shoot. 

Another  favorite  occupation  of  Napoleon  was  one  more  in 
unison  with  his  former  habits.  He  wrote  or  dictated  a  quan- 
tity of  papers  on  the  subject  of  defensive  operations  by  field- 
works,  and  the  depth  of  formations  of  troops.  The  French 
formed  their  line  three  deep,  but,  as  the  rear  rank  could  not 
fire  over  the  two  others  in  its  front,  he  preferred  the  English 
method  of  forming  two  deep  only,  so  long  as  effect  could  not 
be  given  to  the  fire  of  the  third  rank.  Count  Bertrand  men- 
tioned, shortly  after  his  death,  that  this  question  had  occupied 
his  mind  with  a  particular  degree  of  earnestness,  and  that 
he  would  get  up  as  often  as  seven  times  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  to  write  notes  upon  it.  He  frequently  sent  "  billets" 
to  Bertrand  on  the  subject  even  at  night.  He  used  to  trace 
out  all  his  plans  and  field-works  on  the  ground  of  his  little 
garden,  with  his  officers  and  attendants  around  him,  to  whom 
he  pointed  out  his  ideas.  He  described  the  mode  in  which 
he  would  give  effect  to  the  fire  of  a  line  drawn  up  in  ranks 
even  ten  deep,  by  placing  the  rows  of  men  on  inclined  posi- 
tions, or  drawing  them  up  with  the  men  of  lowest  stature  in 
the  front  rank  and  the  tallest  in  the  rear.  With  these  ranks, 
eight  or  ten  deep,  he  thought  himself  perfectly  unassailable, 
and  he  would  hear  of  no  objection  to  his  plan.  He  proposed 
that  in  those  places  where  the  ground  did  not  offer  a  slope 
the  men  should  be  made  to  dig  away  some  of  the  earth 
where  they  were  to  stand,  so  as  to  form  steps  which  would 
give  sufficient  elevation  to  the  rear  ranks  to  enable  them  to 
fire  over  those  in  front,  and  this  he  said  he  would  have  done 
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in  a  minute.  When  Bertrand  asked  for  another  minute,  he 
replied,  "  No  !  in  war  half  a  minute  is  too  much  to  lose  ; 
you  would  have  the  cavalry  upon  you,  and  be  cut  in  pieces." 
To  prove  the  practicability  of  such  depths  of  formation,  he 
sometimes  called  out,  "  Come  here,  Noverraz  ;  you  are  the 
tallest ;  place  yourself  there  :  and  you  others  come  here." 
Having  arranged  them  according  to  size  on  a  declivity,  he 
stood  behind,  saying,  "  I  who  am  the  smallest  will  be  in  the 
last  rank."  "  He  then,"  said  Bertrand,  "leveled  a  stick  and 
took  aim  over  our  heads,  exclaiming  in  triumph,  '  Eh  bien  I 
don't  you  see  that  I  fired  over  the  head  of  Noverraz  ?'  " 

Count  Montholon  rode  round  the  new  limits  on  the  3d  of 
January,  accompanied  by  Major  Gorrequer  and  Captain 
NichoUs.  "  We  were  both  there,"  says  the  latter  in  his 
journal,  "two  hours  and  a  half;  I  should  think  the  distance 
was  about  thirteen  miles."  During  the  ride  Major  Gorre- 
quer asked  Montholon  whether  the  establishment  at  Long- 
wood  was  Well  provided  in  respect  of  supplies,  and  whether 
the  articles  were  of  good  quality,  and  if  Mr.  Ibbetson  gave 
them  satisfaction  on  these  points.  He  answered,  they  were 
perfectly  well  provided  with  every  thing  ;  that  it  was  im- 
possible Mr.  Ibbetson  could  be  more  attentive,  or  acquit  him- 
self better  than  he  did  ;  if  there  ever  was  any  thing  to  find 
fault  with,  it  was  unavoidable,  and  merely  in  trifles  not 
worth  mentioning ;  every  thing  was  of  the  best  quality, 
"  and  we  can  only  congratulate  ourselves,"  he  said,  "  at  the 
manner  in  which  we  are  served." 

Lord  Charles  Somerset,  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  two  of  his  daughters,  arrived  at  St.  Helena  on  the 
25th,  and,  as  he  was  desirous  of  calling  on  Bonaparte,  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  sent  Major  Gorrequer  to  inform  Count  Mon- 
tholon of  his  wish.  The  Count  delivered  the  message,  but 
Napoleon  did  not  vouchsafe  an  answer. 

Next  day  Lord  Charles  Somerset  and  his  daughters,  ac- 
companied by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  proceeded  to  Longwood  to 
see  the  new  buildings  and  grounds.  At  that  moment,  says 
Captain  NichoUs,  "  Bonaparte  was  at  dinner  in  his  garden 
under  the  oak-trees  with  Count  Montholon.  The  Governor, 
Vol.  IL— E. 
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Lord  Charles  Somerset,  and  the  young  ladies,  passed  round 
the  garden  in  the  wood  :  however,  as  soon  as  they  were  per- 
ceived from  the  house,  the  General  rose  from  his  dinner  and 
ran  into  the  house.  The  dinner  was  carried  after  him  into 
the  house.  Lord  Charles  did  not  know  that  General  Bona- 
parte was  out,  having  only  walked  round  the  large  gai'den, 
and  did  not  intrude  near  to  the  house  out  of  delicacy  to  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte.  After  Lord  Charles's  party  had  left  Long- 
wood,  General  Bonaparte  immediately  walked  out." 

On  the  27th  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  : 
"  A  newspaper  had  mentioned  the  death  of  one  of  Count 
Montholon's  children.  I  inclosed  the  paper  with  a  short 
note  to  the  Abbe  Buonavita,  whom  I  thought  the  properest 
person  to  break  the  information  to  Count  Montholon.  The 
Abbe's  reply  is  the  most  civilly  expressed  thing  I  had  ever 
received  from  Longwood.  I  had  followed  the  same  course 
once  before  in  inclosing  to  Count  Bertrand  a  letter  which 
mentioned  the  death  of  the  Countess's  mother  ;  and  because, 
nearly  a  year  afterward,  the  Countess  received  a  letter 
brought  by  a  person  who  came  out  as  governess  to  her  chil- 
dren, speaking  of  the  death  of  her  mother  as  a  long-past 
event,  I  am,  under  the  head  of  '  Brutal  conduct  of  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe  to  the  Countess  Bertrand,' ^  accused  of  little  else 
than  a  design  upon  her  life,  in  having  suffered  the  letter  to 
reach  her." 

On  the  1st  of  February  Captain  NiohoUs  says,  "  I  saw 
General  Bonaparte  to-day  often  at  his  favorite  amusement, 
viz.  gardening.  He  was  himself  employed  placing  sods  on  a 
bank.  In  short,  his  sole  amusement,  at  present,  seems  to  be 
building  sod  walls,  making  reservoirs  to  hold  water,  &c.,  and 
pulling  down  to-day  that  which  he  had  reared  the  day  be- 
fore." He  shot  three  fowls  on  the  6th  for  trespassing,  two  of 
which  belonged  to  his  valet  Noverraz  ;  and  this  so  offended 
his  faithful  follower  that  he  wished  to  leave  his  service,  but 
was  dissuaded  by  the  Governor.  On  the  9th  Captain  Nich- 
olls,  at  his  own  request,  was  superseded  as  orderly  officer  by 

'  O'Meara's  "Exposition,"  pp.  152,  153. 
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Captain  Lutyens  of  the  20th  regiment,  whose  daily  reports 
supply  the  loss  of  Captain  Nicholls's  interesting  Journal. ^ 

Captain  Lutyens  was  very  graciously  received  by  all  the 
inmates  of  Longwood,  except  Bonaparte,  who  took  no  notice 
of  his  arrival.  He  reported  on  the  12th  that  Napoleon  "was 
out  early  this  morning,  and  shot  a  rabbit  he  had  let  out  on 
purpose  for  his  amusement.  I  have  sent  a  plumber  to  the 
General ;  he  is  going  to  have  a  leaden  tank  in  the  garden 
on  the  right  of  the  house."  In  the  morning  of  the  14th  Bo- 
naparte killed  another  goat  at  two  shots.  At  six  in  the 
morning  of  the  16th  Bonaparte  and  Count  Montholon  were 
hard  at  work,  the  ex-Emperor  lifting  sods,  and  the  Count 
fixing  them  with  a  mallet. 

It  seems  that  the  ball-practice  of  Napoleon  caused  some 
uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  both  the  Governor  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  Montchenu,  and  on  the  12th  of  February,  when 
the  Marquis  called  on  the  Governor  to  congratulate  him  on 
the  birth  of  a  son,  the  conversation  turned  on  the  subject  of 
Bonaparte's  new  amusement.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  said  that 
firing  with  ball  appeared  to  him  a  thing  "  tres  inconvenable  " 
for  a  person  in  Bonaparte's  situation.  The  Marquis  assented, 
and  said  he  had  no  doubt  the  Governor  must  have  been  struck 
with  it,  but  that,  if  any  accident  should  occur,  and  a  man 
were  shot  instead  of  a  goat,  he  could  do  nothing  with  him, 
only  perhaps  confine  him  more  closely.  "  II  est  le  prisonnier 
de  I'Europe  ;  il  salt  cela,  et  que  vous  ne  feriez  rien  avec  lui, 
sans  instruction,  a  cet  egard."  Sir  Hudson  replied,  "  I  do 
not  like  to  anticipate  cases  which  have  not  occurred.  I  be- 
lieve he  will  take  good  care  not  to  place  himself  in  such  a 
predicament." 

It  would  be  a  curious  subject  of  speculation  to  consider 
what  might  have  been  the  consequences  if  Bonaparte  in 
firing  carelessly  had  killed  a  person  under  circumstances 
which  would  amount  to  manslaughter  according  to  the  En- 

'  Captain  Nicholls  went  to  England  on  leave  of  absence,  and  bore 
■with  him  a  well-merited  testimonial  from  the  Governor  "  for  the  honor- 
able manner  in  which  he  had  fulfilled  the  duties  of  orderly  officer  at 
Longwood." 
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glisli  law.  Could  ho  have  been  tried  for  the  offense  ?  and, 
if  found  guilty,  what  would  have  been  the  punishment? 
The  question  was  actually  submitted  to  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  in  England,  as  Mr.  Goulburn  wrote  and  informed 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  but  a  copy  of  their  opinion  has  not  been 
found  among  the  papers  to  which  the  author  has  had  access. 
Happily,  however,  no  such  fatality  occurred,  and  a  few  goats 
and  poultry  with  the  rabbit  before  mentioned,  and  a  bullock 
as  will  be  noticed  hereafter,  where  the  only  victims  of  Na- 
poleon's gun. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Captain  Lutyens'  reports  : 
"  17th.  At  seven  o'clock  this  morning  I  saw  General  Bona- 
parte walking  in  his  garden  for  some  time,  in  conversation 
with  Count  Bertrand.  The  Count  kept  his  hat  in  his  hand 
the  whole  time.  This  form  1  never  observed  between  Count 
Montholon  and  the  General.  Yesterday  they  planted  a  row 
of  peach-trees  in  a  line  with  the  green  rails,  facing  toward 
the  officers'  guard." 

"20th.  In  passing  the  lawn  opposite  the  billiard-room,  I 
observed  a  small  pen,  in  which  was  confined  a  few  goats  and 
three  sheep  ;  the  pen  was  so  small  that  I  immediately  col- 
lected what  could  be  spared  of  the  invisible  fence,  sufficient 
to  go  twice  across  the  lawn,  and  had  it  conveyed  to  the  place 
where  it  was  wanted.  They  saw  what  I  was  doing.  I  had 
not  left  it  half  an  hour  before  they  came  out,  and  fixed  the 
inclosure  as  they  wished.  During  the  night  one  of  the  goats 
got  out  into  the  garden,  in  consequence  of  which  the  poor 
animal  became  a  victim,  for  at  seven  o'clock  this  morning 
General  Bonaparte  shot  it  on  the  lawn  with  a  double-bar- 
relled gun  :  he  after  this  fired  five  times  at  a  bottle.  There 
was  no  one  with  the  General  but  the  servants." 

"  25th.  I  saw  General  Bonaparte  at  seven  o'clock  this 
morning  in  the  garden  which  his  bedroom  opens  into ;  he 
was  playing  with  a  little  girl  of  the  name  of  Snell ;  the  child 
is  staying  a  few  days  with  Gentilini." 

On  the  26th  Count  Montholon  told  Captain  Lutyens  "in 
confidence,"  that  Bonaparte  was  much  displeased  when  he 
first  saw  the  new  path  :  "  not  but  the  path  was  exactly  what 
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the  General  intended  to  have  made ;  but  he  conceived  the 
gardener  a  servant  of  his  own,  and  that  no  interference  was 
to  be  made  with  any  little  arrangement  he  was  making  in 
the  gardens.  Count  Montholon  said,  if  there  was,  the  Gen- 
eral was  of  so  violent  a  disposition  that  he  in  all  probability 
would  knock  dovni  all  the  railing,  and  leave  the  ground  open, 
and  again  retire  to  his  house.  At  present  the  General  found 
a  great  fund  of  amusement  in  his  gardens.  Count  Montho- 
lon further  said  that  now  every  thing  went  on  very  well, 
and  that  he  thought  the  General  would  soon  appear  more 
than  he  had  ever  yet  done.''^ 

On  the  same  day  two  saddles,  made  by  one  of  the  first 
makers  in  London,  were  sent  back  from  Longwood  as  not 
being  suiHciently  good,  the  stirrup-irons  not  being  plated,  and 
the  flaps  not  ornamented.  They  were  intended  for  Bertrand, 
but  Archambaud,  the  groom,  said  they  were  not  fit  for  the 
Marshal  to  ride  on.  The  Governor  directed  the  orderly  offi- 
cer, to  make  it  known  that,  if  any  saddles  of  a  peculiar  de- 
scription were  wanted  for  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  own  use,  and 
he  would  be  pleased  to  cause  the  pattern  to  be  described,  they 
would  be  immediately  written  for. 

'  Captain  Lutyens'  report. 
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OFFENSE   TAKEN   BY   NAPOLEON    AT   THE    IRON   EAILING   OF   THE 

NEW    HOUSE RECALL    OF    THE    RUSSIAN    COMMISSIONER A 

BULLOCK    SHOT    BY    BONAFAKTE NEWS    OF    THE    ASSASSINA- 
TION OF   THE   DUC   DE  BERRI ITS  RECEPTION  AT   LONGWOOD 

CONVERSATION    BETWEEN    COUNT    MONTHOLON    AND     THE 

FRENCH  COMMISSIONER NAPOLEOn's  OPINION  OF   EVENTS  IN 

FRANCE HE  COMMENCES  HORSE  EXERCISE SECRET  CORRE- 
SPONDENCE WITH  ENGLAND COUNT  MONTHOLOn's  REMARKS 

ON   THE   POSSIBILITY   OF   ESCAPE ABBE    VIGNALI    PERSONAT- 
ING NAPOLEON. 

On  the  10th  of  March  Napoleon,  whose  fondness  for  warm 
baths  has  been  frequently  mentioned,  varied  his  usual  cus- 
tom and  took  a  healthy  plunge  in  the  cold  water  of  the  stone 
reservoir  in  the  garden.  Count  Montholoii  was  with  him, 
and  two  servants  assisted  him  in  dressing.  On  the  26th 
Captain  Lutyens  says — "  I  mentioned  to  Count  Montholon 
■what  Countess  Bertrand  had  said  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the 
barracks  being  removed  out  of  sight  of  the  new  building. 
He  said  she  had  told  him  that  she  had  spoken  to  me  about 
the  removal,  and  that  he  was  confident  it  was  not  the  wish 
of  General  Bonaparte  that  the  barracks  should  be  removed 
out  of  sight ;  on  the  contrary,  the  General  felt- amusement  in 
constantly  looking  to  the  barracks  with  his  glass.  Although 
the  General  did  not  like  a  sentry  exactly  at  his  door,  to  re- 
mind him  that  he  was  a  prisoner,  he  felt  pleasure  in  looking 
to  [at]  a  barrack  or  camp  of  brave  soldiers I  re- 
marked that  I  believed  General  Bonaparte  had  never  been  in 
the  new  house.  He  said,  No,  but  the  General  knew  very 
well  what  it  was,  from  having  looked  in  from  the  outside, 
and  he  thought  it  a  very  nice  house  ;  the  only  thing  the 
General  disapproved  of  was  the  iron  rails,  which  formed  a 
perfect  iron  cage,  and  he  always  said,  and  says,  he  will  not 
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inhabit  the  house  until  they  are  done  away  with  (except  by 
force) :  that,  if  the  railing  is  put  up  for  the  security  of  his  per- 
son, they  {i.  e.  the  rails)  disgust  him  ;  if  for  ornament,  it  does 
not  accord  with  his  taste  ;  and  if  there  is  occasion  for  a  fence, 
a  wooden  rail  would  answer.  That  General  Bonaparte  would 
have  frequently  visited  the  house,  and  given  some  directions, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  iron  rails.  General  Bonaparte  would 
be  very  happy  to  occupy  the  new  house,  which  appeared  to 
him  so  comibrtable,  for  his  present  residence  was  very  miser- 
able and  in  very  bad  repair,  was  it  not  for  the  iron  rails." 

The  railing  which  was  so  much  complained  of  was  of  the 
same  simple  kind  that  is  put  up  before  houses  in  England, 
and  it  had  been  placed  at  such  a  distance  in  front  of  the  new 
house  as  to  form  a  semicircle  of  about  four  hundred  yards, 
under  a  terrace  before  the  building,  so  as  not  to  be  seen  from 
it.  However,  as  soon  as  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  heard  of  Napo- 
leon's dislike  to  it,  he  directed  the  orderly  officer  to  acquaint 
Count  Montholon  that  he  would  not  continue  the  railing  any 
further  round  the  house,  but  that  Bonaparte's  objections  to 
what  had  already  been  done  should  have  been  made  known 
to  him  earlier.  In  mentioning  the  circumstance  in  a  letter  to 
Lord  Bathurst  the  Governor  said — "  There  is  no  species  of  in- 
closure  that  ought  so  completely  to  answer  General  Bona- 
parte's own  convenience,  from  the  triple  advantage  of  not  ob- 
structing his  view,  having  the  sentries  removed  at  a  distance 
from  the  house,  and  keeping  his  terrace  and  garden  effectually 
free  from  trespass  by  cattle." 

Some  dispatches  arrived  from  England  in  the  course  of  this 
month,  and  in  one  of  them  was  announced  the  recall  of  Count 
Balmain,  on  the  grounds  that  the  period  of  three  years  had 
expired  during  which  the  Emperor  of  Russia  intended  him  to 
remain,  and  that  he  had  himself  solicited  permission  to  return 
to  Europe.  Before,  however,  he  left  St.  Helena,  he  married 
Miss  Johnson,  Lady  Lowe's  eldest  daughter  by  her  former 
husband.  Dining  one  day  about  this  time  with  the  Governor 
at  Plantation  House,  he  said  that  Count  Montholon  had  told 
him  that  a  great  improvement  had  taken  place  in  Bona- 
parte's health,  bat  he  had  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
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medicine  at  intervals.  Count  Baknain's  departure  left  the 
Marquis  de  Montchenu  the  sole  representative  of  the  Allied 
Powers  of  the  Continent  at  St.  Helena  ;  or,  to  use  the  lively 
expression  of  the  Count  on  taking  leave  of  him,  "  Vous  voila 
reste  veuf,  Monsieur  le  Marquis  !" 

Count  Balmain  said  that  Montholon  told  him  they  had  no 
reason  to  complain  of  any  thing  at  present ;  they  were  much 
gratified  with  the  extension  given  to  their  limits  for  riding, 
but  Napoleon  and  the  whole  of  them  felt  a  great  deal  of  ennui 
in  their  solitude.  Count  Balmain  also  mentioned  that  he 
asked  Madame  Bertrand  why  she  had  not  called  on  Lady 
Lowe,  when  she  replied  that  her  situation  was  so  very  pecu- 
liar— "You  know,"  she  said,  "that  no  English  officer  speaks 
to  my  husband."  For  Count  Bertrand  himself  we  have  no 
pity.  His  conduct  had  been  uniformly  discourteous  and 
offensive,  and  he  deserved  this  state  of  isolation  ;  but  it  is 
impossible  not  to  feel  sympathy  for  the  lively  and  agreeable 
Countess,  who  must  have  spent  many  a  weary  day  at  Long- 
wood,  with  recollection  busy  retracing  the  scenes  of  her  for- 
mer life,  and  contrasting  the  solitude  of  Longwood,  rarely  in- 
terrupted by  the  arrival  of  a  chance  visitor,  with  the  brilliant 
company  that  thronged  her  salons  in  Paris. 

Under  the  date  of  the  6th  of  April,  Captain  Lutyens  men- 
tions an  anecdote  which  shows  how  promptly  Napoleon  pun- 
ished any  insubordination  in  his  household  : — "  The  four 
Chinese  who  have  constantly  been  employed  in  the  garden 
got  sulky  at  the  General  having  given  a  bottle  of  wine  to 
each  of  the  Chinese  that  are  employed  in  the  house,  who 
worked  at  the  sod  wall,  and  did  not  give  them  the  same  in- 
dulgence ;  they  therefore  refused  doing  what  the  General 
wanted  them  to  do,  which  put  him  in  a  great  rage,  and  he 
ordered  them  off  instantly."  He  adds — "General  Bonaparte 
is  hard  at  work  this  morning  in  the  same  garden  ;  he  has  cut 
a  large  hole  like  an  embrasure  in  the  sod  wall,  facing  my 
side-window,  in  which  they  are  now  fixing  a  large  tub  half 
up  the  wall,  to  form  a  sort  of  cascade  into  the  long  tank  in  the 
garden . ' ' 

The  necessity  for  some  kind  of  inclosure  round  the  new 
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building,  not  for  "  caging"  Napoleon,  but  for  keeping  off  cattle 
and  other  animals,  was  soon  made  apparent,  for  on  the  16th, 
as  he  was  walking  in  one  of  the  gardens  with  Montholon, 
he  discovered  two  bullocks  belonging  to  the  adjoining  farm  in 
the  outer  garden,  and  immediately  ordered  his  two  fowling- 
pieces  to  be  brought  out  loaded  with  ball,  both  of  which  he 
fired,  and  killed  one  of  the  oxen,  the  ball  passing  through  its 
neck.  Count  Montholon  told  the  orderly  officer  that  the  Em- 
peror was  determined  to  adopt  the  same  plan  if  he  again  saw 
cattle  in  the  garden.  Captain  Lutyens  replied  that  it  was 
very  dangerous  to  fire  with  ball  there,  and  that  Bonaparte 
might  have  killed  one  of  the  sentries  ;  upon  which  the  Count 
said  that  the  Emperor  took  the  precaution  of  going  round  and 
firing  toward  the  house. 

On  the  21st  of  April  the  news  arrived  at  St.  Helena  of  the 
death  of  King  George  III.,  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  the 
Abbe  Buonavita,  requesting  him  to  make  known  the  intelli- 
gence to  Napoleon.  The  Abbe  acknowledged  the  communi- 
cation in  a  most  courteous  letter,  in  which  he  lauded  the  de- 
ceased monarch  to  the  skies,  for  his  piety,  his  fidelity  to  his 
oaths,  and  his  magnanimous  protection  of  the  liberty  and 
safety  of  his  subjects. 

On  the  9th  of  May  the  orderly  officer  reported  that  Bona- 
parte had  got  "  a  large  bell,  which  he  rings  ;  immediately 
upon  this  signal  all  the  servants  turn  out  to  work  in  the  gar- 
dens." On  the  19th  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Lord  Bath- 
urst  and  mentioned  the  particulars  of  a  conversation  he  had 
lately  had  with  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu.  Captain  de 
Gord,  the  aid-de-camp  of  the  latter,  had  dined  with  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  the  Marquis  said — 

"  He  will  have  told  you  of  the  deep  affliction  into  which 
General  Bonaparte  had  been  ttaown  on  hearing  of  the  assas- 
sination of  the  Due  de  Berri,  that  he  had  shut  himself  up  in 
his  apartment  for  twenty-four  hours,  giving  way  to  his  grief, 
repeatedly  crying  out.  Oh  !  pauvre  France  !" 

In  his  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  said — 
"  I  told  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu  these  demonstrations 
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did  not  nr.'Di-d  with,  what  I  myself  had  an  occasion  to  know 
of  his  piucetding  on  the  day  he  received  this  information.  I 
had  sent  him  a  series  of  newspapers,  the  most  full  of  import- 
ant information  that  had  come  to  this  island  since  my  arri- 
val here,  for  the  months  of  January  and  February  of  this 
year.  He  remained  within  doors  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
day  after  receiving  them,  which  was  necessary  to  afford  him 
time  to  have  them  read  or  translated  to  him  ;  but  he  had 
vvalked  out  in  his  garden  as  usual  in  the  afternoon,  and  con- 
sequently had  not  confined  himself  through  grief  to  his 
apartments  for  twenty-four  hours  as  Count  Montholon  had 
stated. 

"  The  Marquis  immediately  said,  'I  had  a  much  stronger 
proof  than  what  you  say  of  the  real  effect  which  the  news 
produced.  Count  Montholon  was  accompanied  during  his 
visit  by  Napoleon  Bertrand'  (the  eldest  son  of  Count  Bertrand, 
a  boy  of  eleven  years  of  age).  '  I  had  asked  Count  Montholon 
and  him  to  partake  of  a  dejeuner.  We  had  been  sitting  for 
some  time,  when,  the  boy  appearing  impatient  and  tired,  I 
said  to  him,  "  Come  my  little  man,  you  are  weary  here  ;  you 
had  better  go  and  run  about,  but  don't  go  into  the  street — 
take  care  of  that ;  you  can  go  about  the  house  as  much  as 
you  like  ;  there  is  my  French  servant,  who  will  show  it  you." 
The  little  boy,'  the  Marquis  continued,  '  remained  away  for 
some  time,  and  when  he  came  back  Count  Montholon  and 
himself  had  left  the  dining-parlor,  and  were  in  the  sitting- 
room.'  Young  Napoleon  Bertrand,  looking  up  to  the  portrait 
of  Louis  XVIII.,  said,  '  Glui  est  ce  gros  pouf  ?'  '  C'est  le  Koi,' 
the  Marquis  replied.  '  Ah  1  c'est  un  grand  coquin,'  answered 
immediately  Napoleon  Bertrand.  '  Et  qui  est  cet  autre  ?' 
'  C'est  le  Due  de  Berri,'  said  the  Marquis.  '  Ah  I  il  est  tue ; 
c'est  un  grand  gueux  de  moins.'  "^ 

Captain  de  Gors  had  repeated  to  the  Governor  some  ob- 
servations made  by  Count  Montholon  respecting  the  Memoirs 

'  Count  Montholon  said  it  was  the  decided  opinion  of  Bonaparte  that 
the  assassination  of  the  Due  de  Berri  was  not  simply  the  act  of  an  in- 
dividual inspired  by  personal  malice  or  revenge,  but  that  he  had  been 
the  instrument  of  a  party. 
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of  Napoleon  edited  by  O'Meara,  the  ninth  book  of  which  had 
recently  arrived  at  St.  Helena ;  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  con- 
tinued— 

"  He  (the  Marquis)  said  that  Count  Montholon,  in  speaking 
of  the  book,  exclaimed, '  But  what  is  it  that  that  rascal,  that 
beggar  (ce  coquin,  ce  gueux)  has  done  ? — to  publish  a  preface 
as  if  he  had  acted  by  the  orders  of  the  Emperor,  and  com- 
promise him  and  so  many  other  persons.  If  he  had  wanted 
money  he  would  have  given  him  a  thousand  louis  (on  lui 
aurait  donne  miUe  louis).  It  spoils  the  whole  book  to  publish 
extracts  in  that  manner.  The  glory  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
is  limited  to  the  history  of  the  year  1815,  and,  besides,  the 
work  is  not  by  him.  It  is  I  who  have  the  original  in  my 
hands,  dictated  by  himself,  and  signed  by  me  at  every  page. 
I  do  not  say,  however,  that  that  which  is  printed  is  not  true 
— nine  parts  of  it  are  absolutely  so,  and  perhaps  the  tenth. 
If  you  doubt  it  I  can  send  you  the  original.  If  we  had  pub- 
lished it  we  would  not  have  inserted  the  names  of  persons  to 
compromise  them.' 

"  I  told  the  Marquis  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  work 
being  the  dictature  of  General  Bonaparte,  for  that  the  pub- 
lisher had  offered  to  show  the  original  manuscript  to  any 
person  who  would  call  to  see  it ;  and  had  even  said  that  Min- 
isters might  assure  themselves  of  its  being  original  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  letter  addressed  to  Lord  Liverpool ;  that  it 
was  probably  in  the  handwriting  of  St.  Denis,  one  of  General 
Bonaparte's  principal  domestics,  and  his  amanuensis ;  that 
the  address  of  the  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  had  been  in  his  handwriting  (all  the  papers  I 
have  received  signed  '  Napoleon'  have  been  in  the  handwrit- 
ing of  St.  Denis).  It  was  evident,  however,  from  Count  Mon- 
tholon's  method  of  speaking  to  the  Marquis,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  disavow  the  work,  but  merely  to  affect  disapproval 
of  the  manner  of  its  publication  ;  so  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  General  Bonaparte  had  authorized  its  pubhcation,  and 
also  he  may  have  approved  all  except  the  preface  and  the 
notes  of  the  editor." 
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Sir  Hudson  Lowe  then  told  Lord  Bathurst  that  he  men- 
tioned to  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu  the  constant  attempts 
made  by  Bertrand  and  Montholon  to  infringe  the  regulations 
by  sending  packets  clandestinely  to  Europe,  and  thus  con- 
tinued— 

"  '  Oh,'  said  the  Marquis,  '  they  are  prisoners,  and  of  course 
■will  endeavor  to  evade  your  regulations  ;  it  is  your  business 
to  prevent  them.  You  can  not  hinder  them  from  intrigu- 
ing.' 

"  '  They  all  signed  a  declaration,'  I  answered,  '  to  subject 
themselves  to  the  regulations  in  force  on  the  island,  during 
their  residence  upon  it ;  this  is  the  condition  upon  which  they 
were  allowed  to  remain  here,  and  consequently  what  has  been 
said  would  justify  me  in  turning  them  off  the  island.' 

"  '  What  good  would  that  do  ?'  said  the  Marquis,  '  it  is  pre- 
cisely what  the  Count  and  Countess  Bertrand  have  desired.' 

"  The  Marquis  did  not  appear  to  be  struck  "with  the  impro- 
priety of  allowing  Count  Montholon  to  hold  such  conversation 
with  him  ;  but  as  he  was  then  repeating  what  the  Count  had 
said,  I  did  not  further  interrupt  him.  He  went  on,  that  Count 
Montholon  expected  to  be  left  a  million  of  pounds  sterling  by 
General  Bonaparte.  On  my  expressing  surprise  at  his  expect- 
ing so  enormous  a  sum,  the  Marquis  informed  me  that  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte  possessed,  in  different  banks  in  Europe,  two 
hundred  millions  of  pounds  sterling. 

"  This  communication  led  to  a  long  conversation  as  to  the 
way  in  which  he  could  have  acquired  so  enormous  a  sum. 

"I  expressed  my  disbelief  of  his  possessing  it;  that  the 
Marquis  must  certainly  mean  livres,  and  not  pounds  sterling. 
He  said,  No,  that  Count  Montholon  had  told  him,  not  at  this 
visit,  but  on  a  former  occasion,  that  General  Bonaparte  was 
worth  two  hundred  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  sufficient  to 
produce  ten  millions  pounds  sterling  '  de  rente.'  I  said  again, 
ths  thing  appeared  to  me  impossible  :  that  the  civil  list  of  the 
King  of  England  was  only  a  million  of  pounds  sterling;  that 
what  Bonaparte  himself  enjoyed  when  at  the  head  of  the 
French  Government  did  not  much  exceed  that  sum.     The 
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Marquis  still  contested  the  point  of  his  immene  riches,  and 
produced  the  following  arguments  in  proof  of  what  he  said." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  these  arguments,  for  nobody  can 
believe  that  Montholon  spoke  seriously  if  he  asserted  that 
Bonaparte  was  in  possession  of  such  an  immense  sum.  He 
no  doubt  wished  to  give  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu  an  exag- 
gerated idea  of  the  vast  resources  of  the  ex-Emperor.  But  it 
turned  out  that  the  Marquis  was  mistaken  in  the  amo\mt  which 
Montholon  said  he  expected  as  a  legacy  from  his  master,  for 
he  met  the  Governor  in  the  street  a  day  or  two  afterward, 
and  told  him  that  instead  of  a  million  pounds  he  ought  to 
have  said  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling.  And  most 
probably  a  similar  kind  of  mistake  was  made  by  him  when 
repeating  what  Montholon  said  respecting  Napoleon's  wealth. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  proceeded  in  his  letter  to  say — 

"  The  circumstances  most  in  confirmation  of  what  the  Mar- 
quis has  said  are  the  offer  made  by  Count  Montholon  to  Dr. 
Verling  of  a  draft  of  £.12,000  on  the  house  of  Baring,  and  the 
offer  also  of  one  for  £600  to  Captain  Ripley  of  the  Regent 
East-Indiaman,  upon  the  house  of  Sir  John  Lubbock,  by  a 
person  whom  he  could  not  name,  if  he  would  take  charge  of 
a  letter.^ 

"  Count  Montholon  spoke  a  good  deal  to  the  Marquis  about 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  said.  General  Bonaparte  had  ob- 
served, the  principal  contest  after  the  death  of  the  King  would 
be  between  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  his  son  ;  that  the  King 
himself  might  not  live  to  see  the  overthrow  of  his  house,  hut 
he  would  say  to  himself,  '  C'est  I'affaire  de  mes  successeurs  ; 
je  puis  resister  moi-meme,  mais  eux  ils  seront  ecrases.'  " 

This  prophecy  has  been  fully  verified  by  the  event. 

The  Governor  then  mentioned  that  Count  Montholon  spoke 
to  the  Marquis  of  the  success  they  had  had  in  raising  vegeta- 
bles, and  pressed  him  to  accept  a  few  "  des  haricots  verts," 
or  "  des  haricots  blancs  ;"  to  which  the  Marquis  answered  that 
he  might  send  him  a  little  of  both. 

'  See  p.  61,  ante. 
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Sir  Hudson  Lowe  adds — ' '  Whether  the '  haricots  blancs'  and 
'  haricots  verts'  bear  any  reference  to  the  '  drapeau  blanc'  of  the 
Bourbons,  and  the  '  habit  vert'  of  General  Bonaparte  himself, 
and  the  livery  of  his  servants  at  liongwood,  I  am  unable  to  say  ; 
but  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu,  it  appears  to  me,  would  have 
acted  with  more  propriety  if  he  had  declined  receiving  either, 
or  limited  himself  to  a  demand  for  the  white  alone.  He  is  not 
aware  how  much  the  question  that  was  put  by  Count  Mon- 
tholon  to  Count  Balmain  may  be  made  to  apply  to  his  pro- 
ceeding  on  this  occasion."^ 

In  another  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst,  dated  the  22d  of  May 
this  year,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  said  that,  speaking  of  Count 
Montholon  in  conversation  with  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu, 
he  told  the  latter  that  "  it  was  impossible  for  a  person  to  ex- 
press himself  more  clearly,  or  to  explain  himself  with  more 
correctness,  than  Count  Montholon  did  when  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  do  so;  but  if  he  wished  to  insinuate  anything — 
to  drop  any  remark — to  state  any  doubtful  circumstance  upon 
which  he  was  desirous  to  evade  reply,  his  pronunciation  be- 
came rapid,  indistinct,  and  he  spoke  in  so  muttering  a  tone, 
that  it  became  difficult  to  catch  his  meaning,  or  to  follow  ex- 
actly what  he  said  ;  it  was  more  than  probable,  however,  he 
would  proceed  afterward  to  his  own  apartment,  write  down 
all  he  had  said,  "  et  rediger  une  espece  de  proces  verbal," 
and  perhaps  refer  to  it  in  a  year  or  two  afterward  as  an  offi- 
cial communicatioir  ;  that  I  thought  it  right  to  guard  against 
any  thing  of  this  nature,  with  respect  to  myself,  by  always 
having  a  second  person  present,  but  1  had  reason  to  believe 

'  What  this  question  was  I  am  unable  to  say.  It  certainly  does 
seem  ludicrous  to  suppose  that  there  could  have  been  any  concealed 
motive  in  the  offer  of  a  few  bean-stalks,  whether  white  or  green  ;  and 
it  may  be  thought  that  it  would  have  been  caricaturing  caution  to  have 
declined,  on  political  grounds.  Count  Montholon's  polite  offer.  But  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  thought  the  matter  of  some  importance,  and  again  allud- 
ed to  it  in  another  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst.  It  appears  that  Montho- 
lon and  the  Marquis  had  some  conversation  about  the  fidelity  of  parties 
to  their  colors — "blancs"  or  "verts  ;"  and  the -offer  of  "  des  haricots 
verts"  or  "des  haricots  blancs"  following  immediately  upon  this,  was  a 
little  suspicious.  The  classical  reader  will  be  reminded  of  the  oracular 
warning  of  Pythagoras,  Kvafiin/  an(x^<Tde,  "  abstain  from  beans!" 
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he  had  frequently  spoken  in  this  way  to  the  orderly  officer  at 
Longwood,  who  very  likely,  while  he  was  thus  discoursing,  may 
not  have  heen  able  to  understand  what  he  said,  or  attached 
■any  consequence  to  it." 

He  added  some  further  particulars  of  conversation  between 
Montholon  and  the  Marquis,  which  the  latter  repeated  to  him. 
"  General  Bonaparte  had  said,  '  It  is  a  great  misfortune  for 
f  rant:e  that  my  son  lives,  because  he  has  great  rights.'  He 
deprecated  exceedingly  the  return  of  all  the  proscribed  per- 
sons to  France,  particularly  such  as  had  been  members  of  the 
Convention,  and  were  known  for  their  republican  principles  ; 
he  considered  they  were  all  likely  to  be  hostile  to  him  ;  he 
was  much  vexed  that  their  return  had  been  peraiitted  ;  they 
were  all  Jacobins,  and  as  such  would  be  constantly  opposed 
to  the  present  system  of  government.  He  had  been  not  sorry 
to  see  some  of  his  old  generals  in  high  employment,  '  mais,  a 
present  que  le  Jacobin  ministre  (le  Comte  de  Cazes)  est 
dechu,  il  faut  qu'ils  sortent  aussi,'  General  Bonaparte 
added,  '  When  they  are  out  of  place  they  will  lose  their  influ- 
ence, for  it  is  the  circumstance  alone  of  their  being  employed 
which  gives  them  consequence.'  He  had  also  spoken  with 
great  indignation  of  the  regulations  at  present  existing  in 
France  with  respect  to  the  advancement  of  officers,  and  par- 
ticularly of  that  which  prevents  officers  from  holding  the  rank 
of  Colonel  until  they  have  attained  their  fortieth  year  ;  it  was 
a  shameful  thing  to  attempt  to  restrict  the  King  in  the  selec- 
tion of  his  own  officers,  it  was  an  act  of  '  lese-Majeste'  on  the 
part  of  the  minister  who  had  dared  to  make  the  proposition  ; 
had  any  minister  made  such  a  proposition  to  him  while  he 
was  on  the  throne,  'il  I'aurait  fait  punir  comme  un  traitre 
a  son  Souverain  :'  that  the  natural  consequence  of  the  way  in 
which  the  promotion  was  regulated  in  the  army  would  be  to 
exclude  men  of  birth,  education,  and  talent  from  entering  it ; 
that  no  man  of  rising  abilities  or  influence  would  now  make 
the  profession  his  study ;  the  army  would  soon  be  cfficercd  only 
by  sans  culottes  :  that  the  regulation  and  the  law  of  elections 
were  highly  derogatory  to  the  interests  of  royalty  and  the 
rights  of  the  Sovereign  ;  for  by  the  law  of  election,  as  it  at  pres- 
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ent  stood,    '  c'est  toujours  par  la  canaille   que  les  deputes 
seront  choisis. '  " 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  added  in  his  letter — "  As  an  instance 
of  the  principles  in  which  the  younger  part  of  the  establish- 
ment at  Longwood  are  brought  up,  the  Marquis,  in  addition 
to  what  has  been  repeated  by  [him  as  to]  young  Napoleon 
Bertrand's  remarks  respecting  the  Due  de  Berri,  mentioned 
that  it  was  inconceivable  the  abhorrence  which  Mademoiselle 
Hortense  Bertrand  evinced  every  time  she  saw  his  '  cocarde 
blanche  ;'  it  was  with  great  difficulty,  when  the  Countess 
Bertrand  with  her  family  fell  in  with  him,  which  has  been 
rarely,  except  at  the  race  meetings,  that  the  Countess  pre- 
vailed on  her  daughter  (a  young  girl  of  about  nine  or  ten  years 
of  age)  to  make  any  reply  to  him,  or  to  behave  herself  with 
common  civility ;  the  sight  of  his  '  cocarde  blanche'  struck 
her  with  a  kind  of  pain  or  horror  she  could  not  overcome." 

The  letter  thus  went  on  : 

"May  29.  The  following  alteration  has  recently  been  ob- 
served in  the  etiquette  which  is  still  affected  to  be  maintained 
at  Longwood.  Professor  Antommarchi,  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  paying  his  daily  visits  to  General  Bonaparte  in  a 
common  morning  dress,  with  pantaloons  and  boots,  has  during 
this  month  past  changed  this  dress  for  that  of  black  breeches, 
silk  stockings,  and  shoes  ;  he  pays  his  visit  to  General  Bona- 
parte thus  attired  at  about  ten  o'clock  every  morning,  remains 
with  him  from  about  five  to  ten  minutes,  returns  to  his  own 
apartments,  resumes  his  pantaloons  and  boots,  and  does  not 
see  the  General  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

"A  material  change  has  also  taken  place  in  General  Bona- 
parte's own  habits.  On  the  26th  instant,  Archambaud,  his 
head  groom,  brought  a  small  horse  out  to  him  which  had  been 
purchased  from  Lord  Charles  Somerset,  having  a  saddle  with 
crimson  housings,  when  General  Bonaparte,  for  the  first  time 
during  these  four  years  past,  mounted  and  look  a  ride,  in  what 
is  commonly  called  the  wood,  followed  by  his  groom  alone. 
He  has  now  ridden  three  days  successively,  going  out  at  six 
o'clock  every  morning,  and  returning  at  about  eight,  accom- 
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panied  by  no  other  person  than  his  groom,  and  confining  his 
ride  (as  if  to  avoid  observation),  to  the  wood,  where  he  had 
been  always  able  to  take  as  much  exercise  as  he  pleased, 
without  the  interruption  even  of  being  seen  by  hardly  any 
other  persons  than  those  of  his  own  household." 

This  circumstance  is  also  noticed  in  the  report  of  the  orderly 
officer,  who  under  the  date  of  the  28th  of  May  says — "  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte  on  Friday,  yesterday,  and  this  morning  a  lit- 
tle after  six  o'clock,  walked  toward  the  stable,  when  Archam- 
baud  brought  out  Miss  Somerset's  horse,  saddled  with  a  red 
velvet,  which  the  General  mounted  and  rode  into  the  wood 
for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  each  day,  accompanied 
only  by  Archambaud."  On  the  same  day  Count  Montholon 
told  Captain  Lutyens  that  he  would  be  obliged  if  he  would 
make  an  application  for  the  last  number  of  the  "  Edinburgh 
Review." 

It  must  now  be  perfectly  clear  that,  notwithstanding  all 
the  Governor's  vigilance,  the  French  at  Longwood  found  little 
difficulty  in  corresponding  secretly  with  England.  And  con- 
versing one  day  at  the  beginning  of  June  with  Montliolon,  the 
Marquis  de  Montchenu  endeavored  to  extract  from  him  some 
information  as  to  the  mode  in  which  Bonaparte  had  been 
enabled  to  transmit  papers  to  Europe,  referring  in  particular 
to  those  which  had  been  published  in  his  name  by  O'Meara. 
The  Count  said,  "  You  know  that  in  the  month  of  August 
last  we  experienced  much  persecution.  We  believed  that 
force  would  be  used;  and  as  Napoleon" — "it  is  thus,"  ob- 
served the  Marquis  in  repeating  the  conversation  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, "  that  Count  Montholon  always  speaks  of  General  Bo- 
naparte, calling  him  '  Napoleon,'  and  not  '  I'Empereur,'  ex- 
cept when  he  talks  of  events  that  occurred  prior  to  the  abdi- 
cationin  1815,  when  alone  the  word  '  Empereur'  is  introduced" 

"  as  Napoleon  has  great  bundles  of  papers  and  memoirs  in 

his  room,  he  became  very  uneasy  from  a  fear  lest  they  might 
be  searched ;  and  in  order  to  put  some  of  them  out  of  the 
reach  of  all  danger  he  sought  means  to  send  them  by  a  sure 
hand  to  England.     It  cost  us  a  good  deal  to  find  a  person 
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who  would  take  charge  of  them,  but  at  last  money  accom- 
plished it."  The  Count  also  told  the  Marquis  that  they  had 
received  things  by  the  same  channel  as  they  had  sent  papers 
by.  In  mentioning  this  conversation  to  Earl  Bathurst,  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  said — "  The  persecution,  as  Count  Montholon 
called  it,  which,  in  fact,  was  nothing  more  than  the  intima- 
tion made  to  General  Bonaparte  of  the  necessity  of  his  afford- 
ing to  the  orderly  officer  an  opportunity  of  seeing  him,  had 
commenced  before  the  Countess  Montholon  left  this  island  in 
the  month  of  July,  consequently  it  is  not  impossible  the  manu- 
script may  have  been  conveyed  about  her  person,  or  among 
her  dresses."  If,  however,  this  were  bo,  what  Count  Montho- 
lon said  about  money  would  be  nonsense,  for  he  could  not 
have  meant  that  his  ivife  required  to  be  largely  bribed  to  take 
the  papers  with  her  to  England. 

On  the  7th  the  Governor  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  and  said, 
"  I  inclose  a  paper  in  the  handwriting  of  St.  Denis,  General 
Bonaparte's  principal  amanuensis,  in  order  that  your  Lordship 
may  compare  it  with  the  writing  of  the  letter  to  Lord  Liver- 
pool, and,  whether  it  is  in  the  same  handwriting  or  not,  that 
your  Lordship  may  be  enabled  to  make  the  trial  which  the 
publisher  of  Mr.  O'Meara's  book  has  provoked,  of  proving  its 
originality  as  the  production  of  General  Bonaparte ;  and  if  the 
inclosed  is  in  the  same  handwriting  as  the  manuscript  in  Sir 
R.  Phillips's  possession,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  let- 
ter was  written  under  the  dictation  of  General  Bonaparte 
himself,  and  it  may  be  interesting  to  ascertain  this  fact,  as 
Marshal  Grouchy  is  much  more  violently  attacked  in  this 
work  than  in  either  that  of  General  Gourgaud,  or  of  Fleury 
de  Chaboulon." 

With  reference  to  the  work  of  Fleury  de  Chaboulon, ^  which 
had  recently  appeared.  Count  Montholon  told  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
in  the  course  of  conversation  that  he  was  a  man  who  had 
never  been  particularly  known  to  Bonaparte  until  they  met 
at  Lyons  in  1815  ;  he  had  been  before  that  time  "  un  secre- 
taire au  Conseil  d'Etat,  en  quatrieme  ;"  but  this  gave  him  no 

'  Memoires  pour  servir  a  I'Histoire  du  Retour  et  du  Regne  de  Napo- 
leon en  1815.     London,  1820. 
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particular  facility  of  access  to  Napoleon,  who  might  however 
possibly  have  dictated  occasionally  a  few  lines  to  him.  He 
said  his  work  might  cause  some  effect  in  England,  but  it 
would  be  discredited  in  France. 

At  another  period  Montholon  told  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu 
that  Bonaparte  felt  the  greatest  indignation  at  Fleury  de  Cha- 
boulon  for  having  dared  to  represent  Ney  and  Grouchy  as 
traitors — "Grouchy  especially — the  most  honorable  man  in 
the  world,  a  man  whom  the  Emperor  loves  and  esteems." 

We  may  here  mention  a  pleasing  instance  of  Bonaparte's 
kindness.  A  non-commissioned  officer  had  by  mistake  or 
carelessness  stopped  and  demanded  the  names  of  some  of  the 
servants  of  the  establishment  at  Longwood  while  they  were 
within  the  limits,  and  Captain  Lutyens  on  the  13th  of  the 
month  wrote  to  Major  Gorrequer,  and  said — 

"  Count  Montholon  has  this  moment  been  with  me.  He 
said  he  had  mentioned  the  circumstance  of  the  sergeant  of  the 
picket  having  demanded  the  name  of  some  of  the  servants  of 
the  establishment  who  passed  within  the  limits,  and  that  Na- 
poleon had  ordered  hijir  to  call  on  me  immediately,  that  I 
might  make  known  to  the  Governor  his  request  that  the  ser- 
geant should  not  be  punished,  and  requested  Count  Montho- 
lon would  give  Archambaud  a  severe  reprimand  for  presum- 
ing to  say  a  word  on  the  subject.  Count  Montholon  also  said 
to  me,  '  You  may  be  certain  that  Napoleon  is  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  every  thing  the  Governor  has  lately  done,  by  his 
having  ordered  me  to  call  twice  at  Plantation  House  within 
a  short  period.'  " 

Matters  now  went  on  smoothly  at  Longwood.  No  com- 
plaints were  made,  and  the  relations  between  the  Governor 
and  his  captives,  if  not  of  a  cordial,  were  at  all  events  of  an 
amicable  nature.  And  yet  it  deserves  to  be  particularly  noticed 
that  in  no  respect  had  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  changed  his  line  of 
conduct.  He  had  indeed  granted  more  extensive  limits  to 
Bonaparte's  suite  in  the  preceding  January,  but  this  could 
not  have  produced  such  an  agreeable  alteration  in  their  mas- 
ter's deportment.     !;Jo  that  Sir  Hudson  was  quite  justified  in 
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saying  to  Lord  Bathurst,  when  he  wrote  and  alluded  to  the 
circumstance,  "  There  has  been  no  more  cause  afforded  for 
expressing  satisfaction  at  the  present  moment  than  at  any 
former  period  of  my  governing  here."  He  added,  "  In  one 
point  of  view  I  have  been  even  opposing  somewhat  more  dif- 
ficulty than  heretofore  to  what  I  have  conceived  their  princi- 
pal object  at  Longwood,  by  refusing  passes  (except  very  rarely 
and  on  particular  occasions  when  no  vessels  are  sailing)  to 
tradespeople  from  the  town  to  go  thither,  with  the  view  to 
check  as  much  as  possible  all  means  of  clandestine  communi- 
cation." 

At  the  end  of  June  Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard,  who  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  chief  military  secretary  with  the  great- 
est zeal  and  assiduity,  returned  to  England,  and  Major  Gor- 
requer  was  appointed  to  the  office  in  his  place. 

Bonapai  te's  health  was  not  quite  so  good  in  July  this  year. 
He  had  a  bilious  attack,  and  was  at  times  feverish.  On  the 
27th  Count  Montholon  told  the  orderly  officer  that,  although 
the  Emperor  was  not  very  unwell,  he  was  very  low  and  in 
bad  spirits,  which  made  him  very  cross,  and  he  was  so  rest- 
less that  he  changed  from  one  bed  to  another  frequently  dur- 
ing the  day  and  night.  "  Count  Montholon,"  says  Captain 
Lutyens,  "  had  endeavored  to  persuade  him  to  get  up,  which 
he  refused,  saying  it  was  a  horrid  windy  day." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  reported  to  Lord  Bathurst  the  particulars 
of  a  conversation  which  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu  had  had 
with  Count  Montholon,  when  the  latter  entered  freely  upon 
the  subject  of  the  possibility  of  escape  from  the  island.  The 
Marquis  said  that  the  question  of  evasion  was  spoken  of  by 
Montholon  as  a  thing  which  they  conceived  not  absolutely 
impossible,  but  very  difficult,  not  merely  from  its  physical 
difficulties,  but  owing  to  the  "  morale"  of  Bonaparte  him- 
self, whose  mistrust  was  such  that  he  would  never  confide 
his  person  to  any  one  but  a  member  of  his  own  family,  or 
some  individual  among  his  former  servants  in  whom  he  had 
equal  confidence  ;  for,  said  Montholon,  "  if  he  got  on  board, 
who  knows  whether,  when  he  was  three  leagues  distant  from 
land,  he  might  not  be  thrown  into  the  sea.     Besides,"  added 
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the  Count,  "he  is  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  if  he 
was  caught  in  any  attempt  to  escape  they  would  blow  his 
brains  out."  This  opinion  the  Marquis  said  had  taken  the 
deepest  hold  of  him. 

Napoleon  showed  his  present  fretfulness  of  temper  in  his 
usual  manner,  by  confining  himself  more  closely  to  the  house 
and  affording  few  facilities  to  the  orderly  officer  for  assuring 
himself  of  his  actual  presence  at  Longwood.  The  Governor 
ascribed  his  ill-humor  chiefly  to  his  having  been  baflled  in  his 
attempt  to  re-establish  Marshal  Bertrand  as  the  medium  of 
introductions  to  and  communications  with  him. 

In  the  course  of  the  month  Rear- Admiral  Plampin  left  the 
station  and  was  succeeded  in  his  command  by  Rear-Admiral 
Lambert.  Before  the  former  sailed  he  made  known  at  Long- 
wood  his  wish  to  take  leave  of  Bonaparte  and  introduce  his 
successor,  but  Bonaparte  declined  to  receive  th«  new  Ad- 
miral unless  he  applied  for  an  introduction  through  Count 
Bertrand. 

A  curious  circumstance  now  occurred  in  an  apparent  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  the  Abbe  Vignali  to  personate  Napoleon 
and  thus  deceive  the  orderly  officer.  On  the  22d  of  July  it  was 
reported  to  the  Governor  that  Bonaparte  had  been  riding,  but 
it  turned  out  that  it  was  Vignali  mounted  on  one  of  the  ex- 
Emperor's  horses,  attended  by  his  groom,  and  dressed  nearly 
in  the  same  manner  as  himself  And  it  was  not  an  unim- 
portant fact  that  Bonaparte  did  not  leave  his  house  that  day 
at  all.  The  following  morning  he  attended  mass  in  his  own 
apartments,  and  was  seen  there  by  one  of  the  English  serv- 
ants. Next  day  Vignali  rode  out  attired  and  attended  in 
the  same  way  as  before,  but,  being  watched  on  his  return  by 
the  orderly  officer,  he  seemed  a  good  deal  disconcerted  at 
meeting  him  near  a  place  where  he  had  dismounted,  appar- 
ently in  order  to  avoid  being  observed. 

The  following  is  Captain  Lutyens'  account  of  the  in- 
cident : 

"  A  short  time  before  seven  o'clock  this  morning  I  saw 
Archambaud  go  to  priest  Vignali's  window ;  soon  after  which 
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I  saw  the  priest  come  out,  dressed  in  a  nankeen  jacket,  some- 
thing like  the  one  worn  by  General  Bonaparte,  black  breech- 
es, with  brown  top  boots,  a  straw  hat,  but  not  in  the  least 
like  the  hat  worn  by  the  General  ;  it  was  lined  with  green, 
and  bought  lately  at  Mr.  Eitchie's.  I  saw  him  mount  Major 
Obin's  horse  in  the  wood,  which  was  in  readiness  ;  Archam- 
baud  mounted  Miss  Somerset's  chestnut  horse  :  they  then  rode 
round  the  farm-fields  down  to  the  quarry,  and  were  returning 
by  the  left  of  Colonel  South's  cottage  when  they  perceived 
many  of  the  officers  and  men  on  the  look-out  :  they  imme- 
diately turned  their  horses  and  galloped  up  the  race-course, 
and  returned  to  Longwood  by  the  quarry-road,  entered  the 
wood,  and  dismounted.  I  then  showed  myself  at  a  little 
distance,  and  returned  to  my  room  before  the  priest  could  get 
to  his  :  he  came  up  the  garden  walk  facing  the  guard-house, 
and  sent  young  Bertrand  to  look  if  he  could  see  me.  When 
the  priest  got  clear  of  the  corner  of  the  sod-wall,  which  he 
had  been  waiting  behind,  I  left  my  room  on  purpose  that  he 
should  see  that  I  knew  him.     He  looked  very  foohsh." 

It  must  have  been  an  amusing  sight  to  see  the  priest 
equipped  in  riding  costume  and  trying  to  pass  himself  off  for 
the  great  military  chief 

^  This  was  not  the  only  disguise  practiced  in  th^sland,  for  not  long 
afterward  an  officer  of  the  66th  regiment  was  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
and  cashiered,  for  bringing,  while  in  command  of  the  Longwood  guard, 
a  midshipman  belonging  to  an  East-Indiaman,  dressed  in  the  uniform 
of  the  20th  regiment,  along  with  him  on  his  visit  to  the  sentinels 
posted  round  the  house.  The  court,  however,  recommended  him  for  a 
pardon,  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  supported  their  merciful  suggestion. 
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APPLICATION     FOR     EXTENSION     OP     LIMITS DISPATCH     FROM 

EARL      BATHTJRST LETTER      TO      LORD      LIVERPOOL THE 

FRENCH    COMMISSIONER,    THE    MARQUIS     DE     MONTCHENU 

NAPOLEON    AT    A    PIC-NIC CAPTAIN    SPENCEr's    CONVERSA- 
TIONS    Vl'ITH    BERTRAND     AND     MONTHOLON CHANGE     FOR 

THE     WORSE    IN    NAPOLEON's    HEALTH APPREHENSIONS    OF 

THE    ENGLISH    GOVERNMENT   AS    TO    A    MEDITATED    ESCAPE. 

During  the  month  of  August  Napoleon  resumed  horse-ex- 
ercise, and  rode  out  very  frequently  with  Bertrand  and  Mon- 
tholon,  and  sometimes  Madame  Bertrand  formed  one  of  the 
party.  His  steed  was  gayly  caparisoned  in  housings  of  scarlet 
and  gold,  and  he  was  himself  usually  in  full  dress.  But  he 
did  not  give  up  goat-shooting.  One  day  he  sent  for  a  he-goat 
telonging  to  him,  which  the  orderly  officer  had  kept  for  some 
time  with  his  own  flock,  and  had  it  turned  out  on  the  lawn, 
where  he  killed  it  at  the  second  shot.  Pleased  with  his  suc- 
cess, he  then  ordered  another  to  he  brought,  which  he  fired  at 
but  missed,  and  the  animal  escaped  unhurt.  At  another  time 
he  busied  himself  with  giving  directions  about  a  summer-house 
which  he  was  building  in  his  garden. 

He  was,  however,  anxious  still  farther  to  extend  his  limits, 
in  order  to  obtain  greater  variety  in  his  rides  ;  and  Count 
Montholon  had  one  or  two  conversations  with  the  Governor 
on  the  subject.  As  Montholon  said  Napoleon  wanted  distrac- 
tion and  change  of  scenery,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  told  him  that 
he  could  not  increase  the  limits  in  the  way  desired  without 
the  authority  of  his  Government ;  and  that  such  ample  inform- 
ation about  St.  Helena  had  been  given,  and  so  many  plans 
made  of  it,  that  it  was  as  well  known  in  Europe  as  on  the 
spot,  so  that  the  propriety  of  an  extension  of  limits  could  be 
judged  of  as  well  in  England  as  in  this  island.  But,  although 
he  felt  himself  unable  to  comply  with  this  request,  he  readily 
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acceded  to  several  suggestions  made  by  Montliolon  as  to  a 
more  convenient  mode  of  posting  some  of  the  sentries  to  keep 
them  out  of  view ;  and  he  himself  proposed  to  put  in  repair 
a  road  called  "  le  chemin  militaire,"  vv^hich  would  give  Na- 
poleon the  command  of  more  varied  and  agreeable  scenery. 
It  passed  over  the  crest  of  some  hills,  the  prospect  from  which 
was  the  best  in  the  island. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  Count  Montholon  remark- 
ed, that  the  Governor  had  shown  so  much  courtesy  and  con- 
sideration in  all  that  he  had  done  for  a  good  while  past,  that 
he  felt  very  certain  he  would  bo  equally  inclined  on  this  oc- 
casion to  do  all  in  his  power  which  might  contribute  to  their 
comfort.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  here  adverted  to  the  obstacles 
which  Bonaparte's  own  conduct  had  always  opposed,  on 
which  the  Count  said  it  was  not  so  now  ;  that  Bonaparte  had 
perceived  for  some  time  past  so  much  "  bienveillance  et  des 
soins  si  gracieux"  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  in  every  thing 
that  related  to  their  welfare  or  accommodation,  that  he  viewed 
matters  at  present  in  a  very  different  light.  The  Governor 
replied  that  there  had  been  no  change  in  his  own  sentiments 
or  in  the  principles  that  had  always  guided  him,  and  he  was 
not  sensible  that  there  had  been  any  change  in  his  conduct ; 
it  depended  entirely  on  the  way  of  looking  at  things.  He 
had  always  endeavored  to  put  himself  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion in  all  that  he  had  done. 

Count  Montholon  answered  that  he  must  himself,  notwith- 
standing, say  that  the  Governor  had  appeared  to  show  more 
attention  in  anticipating  their  wishes  for  some  time  past  than 
formerly,  on  which  Sir  Hudson  repeated  that  the  principles  of 
his  conduct  had  always  been  the  same. 

In  truth  there  was  no  real  difference,  but  the  French  were 
now  in  better  humor,  wearied,  probably,  of  prolonging  a  con- 
test of  which  they  must  have  often  felt  themselves  ashamed, 
and  they  were  disposed  to  take  in  good  part  offices  of  courtesy 
which  formerly  they  contemptuously  and  petulantly  rejected. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Governor,  Count  Montholon  called 
the  attention  of  Major  Gorrequer  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the 
provisions  supplied  at  Longwood.     The  bread,  he  said,  had 
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much  fallen  off;  the  beef  was  not  so  good  ;  the  beer  not  so 
dnnkable  ;  and  there  was  not  a  sufficknoy  of  fish.  Their 
Burgundy  also  had  become  very  sour  and  bad.  There  seems 
to  have  been  some  ground  for  these  complaints  ;  and,  after 
making  inquiry  on  the  subject,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  caused  a 
severe  letter  of  reprimand  to  be  written  to  the  purveyor,  tell- 
ing him  that  the  failure  of  any  article  of  ordinary  and  ex- 
pected supply  was  not  for  a  single  day  to  be  withheld  from 
his  information.  With  reference  to  the  beer,  the  purveyor  was 
directed  to  procure  some  casks  of  "what  is  called  Hodson's 
pale  ale." 

On  the  23d  of  August  a  vessel  arrived  from  England, 
which  brought  out  Brigadier-General  Coffin  as  successor  to 
Sir  George  Bingham,  and  by  the  same  ship  appears  to  have 
come  a  dispatch  from  Lord  Bathurst  which  is  worth  quoting 
as  a  proof  of  the  really  anxious  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  amusement 
of  their  illustrious  prisoner  : 

"  To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

"  Downing  Street,  June  2,  1820. 

"  SiE — It  appearing  .from  your  recent  dispatches  that  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte  has  of  late  found  much  amusement  in  the 
improvement  of  the  garden  at  Longwood  and  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  plants  and  shrubs,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  that 
you  should  take  an  early  opportunity  of  expressing  to  him  the 
satisfaction  which  His  Majesty's  Government  would  derive 
from  contributing  by  every  means  in  their  power  to  his  grati- 
fication in  this  particular.  I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you 
would  take  a  fit  opportunity  of  communicating  this  to  Gene- 
ral Bonaparte,  and  of  assuring  him  that,  if  there  are  any 
plants  either  at  the  Cape  or  at  any  other  British  settlement, 
or  in  this  country,  which  ho  may  wish  to  add  to  his  present 
collection,  no  effort  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  procure 
and  forward  them  to  St.  Helena  in  the  manner  best  calculated 
to  insure  their  safe  arrival. 

"  Ifj  in  consequence  of  this  communication,  General  Bona- 
parte should  express  any  wish  to  receive  either  seeds  or  plants 
Vol.  IL— F 
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from  the  Cape  or  the  Mauritius,  you  will  consider  yourself 
authorized  at  once  to  address  the  Governors  of  those  colonies, 
who  will,  I  am  sure,  lose  no  time  in  giving  effect  to  any  wish 
which  you  may  express  with  respect  to  them. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c.  Bathubst." 

On  the  2d  of  September  Count  Bertrand  forwarded  to  the 
Governor  a  letter,  written  and  addressed  by  him,  in  the  name 
of  the  Emperor,  to  Lord  Liverpool,  in  which  he  complained 
of  the  state  of  Napoleon's  health,  and  demanded  his  removal 
to  Europe.  He  said  that  the  Emperor  had  been  suffering 
under  an  attack  of  chronic  hepatitis  since  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1817  ;  that  no  remedies  applied  could  combat  the  malig- 
nity of  the  climate  of  St.  Helena  ;  that  he  required  the  use 
of  mineral  waters,  and  was  exhausted  by  his  five  years'  resi- 
dence in  that  frightful  climate,  deprived  of  every  thing,  and 
a  prey  to  the  worst  treatment ;  he  therefore  demanded  to  be 
transferred  to  Europe  as  the  only  means  of  diminishing  his 
sufferings. 

As  this  letter  ostentatiously  made  use  throughout  of  the  im- 
perial title,  the  Governor  felt  himself  obliged  to  return  it,  but 
he  first  had  an  accurate  copy  of  it  taken,  which  he  forwarded 
to  Lord  Bathurst. 

We  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  allude  to  the  trouble 
given  by  the  foreign  Commissioners,  although  the  reader  has 
been  spared  details  of  the  tedious  and  troublesome  disputes 
in  which  they  involved  themselves  with  the  Governor.  Those 
arose  wholly  from  their  anomalous  and  somewhat  ridiculous 
position.  Bonaparte  had  absolutely  refused  to  receive  them 
in  their  official  and  representative  character,  and  they  would 
not  visit  him  as  private  individuals.  Hence  they  had  liter- 
ally nothing  to  do  but  gossip  and  cabal,  and  had  given  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  much  trouble  by  their  repeated  attempts  at 
unauthorized  communications  with  the  French  families  at 
Longwood.  The  Russian  and  Austrian  Commissioners  were 
now  gone,  and  the  whole  dignity  of  their  office  was  represent- 
ed by  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu,  who  was  inffated  with 
rather  an  exaggerated  sense  of  his  own  dignity  and  the  im- 
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portance  of  the  functions  he  had  to  perform.  Early  in  Sep- 
tember he  informed  the  Governor  of  his  determination  to 
carry  into  effect  the  instructions  he  had  received  from  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu,  in  April,  1819,  directing  him  to  visit  the 
French  at  Longvi'ood  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion respecting  Bonaparte.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  however,  was 
firm  in  his  refusal  to  allow  this,  and  the  poor  Marquis  tried 
to  frighten  him  by  a  long  letter  on  the  7th,  in  which,  after 
dwelling  upon  his  own  "  inviolabilite,"  and  his  being  "  re- 
sponsible only  to  the  King  his  master,"  he  declared  in  due 
form  his  solemn  resolution  to  go  to  Longwood  "the  first  fine 
day,"  and  said,  "  if  contrary  to  all  likelihood,  you  cause  the 
gate  to  be  closed  by  a  sentinel,  you  know  that  I  do  not  un- 
derstand English,  and  should  not  comprehend  what  he  says ; 
but  I  will  pass  on,  even  if  he  were  to  fire  at  me  a  shot  which 
would  soon  re-echo  through  the  whole  of  Europe  !" 

He  was,  however,  mistaken  in  the  character  of  the  man 
with  whom  he  had  to  deal.  The  Governor  would  not  give 
way,  and  the  result  was  that  the  crestfallen  Marquis  made 
pacific  overtures — told  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  that  he  attached 
great  value  to  his  esteem,  and  desisted  from  his  magnilo- 
quently  announced  purpose. 

The  report  of  the  orderly  officer  on  the  12th  of  September 
illustrates  the  obstinacy  of  Napoleon's  character,  and  his  de- 
termination rather  to  punish  himself  than  not  carry  a  point 
on  which  he  had  set  his  heart.  Captain  Lutyens  says — 
"  General  Bonaparte  was  in  the  garden  the  whole  of  yester- 
day evening  in  his  full  dress  with  Count  Bertrand.  I  have 
this  moment  seen  Count  Montholon  and  informed  him  that  a 
cart-load  of  trees  had  arrived  for  the  plantation,  and  request- 
ed him  to  give  me  some  hint  where  he  would  like  to  have 
them  planted.  He  said  he  had  been  ordered  (only  yester- 
day) not  to  give  any  directions  whatever,  in  consequence  of 
his  having  then  mentioned  that  he  had  spoken  to  me  about 
planting,  at  which  General  Bonaparte  was  very  angry,  and 
ordered  him  not  to  give  any  directions  if  the  iron  railing  re- 
mained, and  even  requested  him  not  to  walk  about  the  new 
house." 
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Happily,  however,  he  no  longer  kept  himself  a  close  prison- 
er at  Longwood  House.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  soon 
after  six  o'clock,  Bonaparte,  attended  by  two  grooms,  quitted 
the  precincts  of  Longwood  on  horseback,  for  the  first  time 
dm-ing  four  years,  and  rode  round  the  entire  circuit  of  his 
limits,  as  they  were  originally  established  ;  he  then  returned 
home,  after  being  out  two  hours  and  a  half  Next  day  he 
drove  out  in  a  small  phaeton,  but  did  not  pass  beyond  the 
grounds  of  Longwood.  Count  Montbolon  said  that  he  was 
much  fatigued  and  exhausted  with  the  exercise  he  had  taken 
the  preceding  day,  having  walked  a  good  deal  as  well  as 
ridden. 

Next  day  Count  Montholon  came  up  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
on  the  race-course  and  asked  him  if  he  could  give  him  any 
information  relative  to  the  offer  made  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  send  out  a  person  to  replace  him  or  Count  Bertrand. 
The  Count  said  that  his  wife  had  written  to  inform  him  that 
such  an  offer  had  been  made.  As  the  Governor  had  sent  to 
Napoleon  by  the  hands  of  Montholon  himself  an  exact  copy 
of  Lord  Bathurst's  letter  of  the  16th  March,  communicating 
the  King's  intention  to  accede  to  any  request  which  Bona- 
parte might  make  with  respect  to  the  choice  of  a  person  to 
replace  Count  Montholon  or  Count  Bertrand,  he  told  the 
former,  in  reply,  that  he  had  made  a  notification  on  the  sub- 
ject to  Bonaparte,  and  had  delivered  it  to  him  (Montholon). 
"What,  then  I"  said  the  Count,  "it  was  the  letter  you  gave 
to  me  for  him  ?"  Sir  Hudson  answered  that  it  was  an  exact 
copy  of  the  information  he  had  himself  received,  and  he  lost 
no  time  after  receiving  it  in  communicating  it  to  Bonaparte. 
"Eh  hien  done!'  replied  Count  Montholon,  "?7  ')ioui  I'a  cacM 
— il  ne  710US  en  a  fas,  dit  un  mot."  The  Governor  then  said 
that  Montholon  had  at  all  events  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
the  subject  under  the  notice  of  Napoleon  by  showing  him  the 
letter  he  had  received  from  his  wife.  The  Count  mentioned 
that  he  had  done  so,  but  that  Bonaparte  answered  that  he 
had  received  no  communication  on  the  subject ;  and  Montho- 
lon added  that  perhaps  this  was  said  from  his  determination 
to  take  no  cognizance  of  any  paper  addressed  to  him  by  the 
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Governor,  but  that  at  all  events,  he  was  interested  in  keep- 
ing Count  Bertrand  and  him  there,  and  would  not  make 
known  to  them  the  communication  he  had  received. 

"We  must  now  describe  Napoleon  Bonaparte  enjoying  a 
picnic,  and  it  has  an  additional  interest  from  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  first  visit  he  ever  paid  in  the  island,  and  the  last  time 
he  ever  took  a  meal  in  the  presence  of  strangers,  or  any  where 
except  among  his  own  followers  in  the  seclusion  of  Longwood. 
About  five  miles  from  that  place  stood  the  house  and  grounds 
of  Sir  Wilham  Doveton,  called  Mount  Pleasant,  which,  at 
Napoleon's  special  request,  had  been  recently  included  within 
his  limits.  Sir  William  was  a  native  of  St.  Helena,  who  had 
been  for  many  years  Member  of  Council  there,  and  having 
visited  England  a  year  or  two  previously  he  had  received  the 
honor  of  knighthood.^  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  October, 
as  the  old  gentleman  was  taking  his  usual  walk  before  break- 
fast, he  observed  several  persons  on  horseback  coming  toward 
his  house,  and,  on  reconnoitering  them  with  his  spyglass,  per- 
ceived they  were  the  party  from  Longwood.  Count  Montho- 
lon  dismounted  from  his  horse,  and  Sir  William  went  to  the 
door  to  receive  him ;  the  Count  informed  him  that  the  Em- 
peror presented  his  compliments,  and  requested  he  might  come 
and  rest  himself  Sir  William  replied,  that  he  should  be  glad 
to  see  him,  and  that  any  accommodation  his  house  afforded 
was  at  General  Bonaparte's  service.  Montholon  then  mounted 
his  horse,  and  having  joined  the  party,  they  all  entered  the 
lawn.  Unfortunately  the  venerable  knight  was  quite  ignorant 
of  the  French  language,  and  could  only  communicate  through 
the  medium  of  Count  Bertrand,  whose  knowledge  of  English 
was  not  as  perfect  as  it  might  have  been.  However,  Sir 
William  made  his  compliments  in  the  best  manner  be  could, 

'  This  is  the  gentleman  of  whom  Theodore  Hook  tells  the  story,  that, 
happening  accidentally,  on  his  arrival  in  London,  to  meet  a  lady  whom 
he  knew  in  one  of  the  crowded  streets,  he  asked  whether  they  had  not 
better  defer  their  conversation  icntil  the  •procession  had  passed  !  The 
natives  of  St.  Helena  were  called  by  the  English  there  "  Yamstocks," 
and  had  the  reputation  of  being  very  unsophisticated.  A  lady  of  the 
island  once  inquired  whether  London  was  not  very  dull  after  the  China 
fleet  had  sailed. 
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and,  as  Bonaparte  appeared  a  good  deal  fatigued,  he  requested 
that  he  -would  walk  in  and  rest  himself,  upon  which  the  ex- 
Emperor  advanced  toward  the  door,  and  on  coming  up  the 
steps  was  assisted  by  Bertrand's  arm.  He  sat  on  the  sofa, 
and  entered  into  conversation  with  his  host,  throvigh  Bertrand 
as  interpreter.  Observing  Sir  William's  eldest  grand-daughter 
in  the  room,  he  said  he  supposed  she  was  about  ten  years  old. 
He  was  told  she  was  only  seven,  and  he  called  her  to  him, 
placed  two  of  his  fingers  over  her  nose,  and  gave  her  a  piece 
of  liquorice,  which  he  took  from  a  small  tortoise-shell  box. 
Sir  William  Doveton  begged  Bertrand  to  inform  Bonaparte 
that  he  hoped  he  would  stop  and  breakfast  with  him ;  but  this 
the  illustrious  visitor  declined,  saying,  they  had  brought  their 
own  breakfast,  and  preferred  taking  it  on  the  lawn.  Sir  Will- 
iam endeavored  to  dissuade  him  from  this,  saying  that  the  house, 
and  whatever  accommodation  he  could  aiTord,  was  at  their 
service,  and  he  took  Bonaparte  and  Bertrand  into  the  dining- 
room,  where  he  pointed  to  a  large  pat  of  fresh  butter  on  the 
breakfast  table,  saying  it  was  at  the  service  of  his  guests. 
Upon  this  Bonaparte  smiled,  and  gently  took  hold  of  his  host's 
right  ear,  as  was  his  custom  when  he  wished  to  signify  his 
approval.  They  then  returned  to  the  drawing-room,  and 
Bonaparte  resumed  his  seat  on  the  sofa.  Soon  afterward  one 
of  Sir  William's  daughters,  Mrs.  Greentree,  came  into  the  room 
with  her  youngest  child  in  her  arms,  and  Napoleon  rose  and 
pointed  to  the  sofa  as  a  sign  that  she  was  to  sit  there.  Two 
of  her  little  girls  had  each  their  noses  taken  hold  of  by  the 
affable  visitor,  and  received  from  him  a  small  piece  of  liq- 
uorice. In  the  mean  time  Count  Montholon  had  got  a  table 
and  laid  it  on  the  lawn.  Sir  William  Dovetonsent  outavariety 
of  good  things,  and  then  the  Count  came  in  and  announced 
that  breakfast  was  ready.  Their  host  was  requested  to  go 
and  share  their  meal,  which  he  did,  taking  with  him,  he  says, 
a  pint  bottle  of  Mount  Pleasant  water  {alias,  orange  shrub), 
made  by  his  daughter,  and  four  liqueur-glasses.  Bonaparte 
reserved  for  him  a  chair  on  his  right  hand,  and  desired  him 
to  sit  there.  After  doing  justice  to  some  substantial  viands, 
Bonaparte  filled  a  small  tumbler  of  champagne  for  Sir  William 
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and  another  for  himself,  and  he  afterward  drank  a  glass  of 
the  shrub.  Coffee  was  then  brought,  and  Bonaparte  requested 
that  Mrs.  Greentree  would  come  and  partake  of  it.  After 
she  had  tasted  the  coffee,  which  she  found  acid  and  disagreea- 
ble, Bonaparte  filled  a  liqueur-glass  with  shrub  and  offered  it 
to  her.  The  party  then  rose,  and  Bonaparte  handed  Mrs. 
Greentree  into  the  house,  where  he  took  his  former  seat  on 
the  sofa,  with  her  beside  him.  In  the  course  of  conversation 
he  put  his  favorite  question  to  Sir  William  Doveton,  and  asked 
him,  through  Count  Bertrand,  whether  he  ever  got  drunk  ?  To 
which  Sir  William  replied,  rather  equivocally,  "  I  like  a  glass 
of  wine  sometimes."  He  then  turned  to  Mrs.  Greentree,  and 
inquired,  "  How  often  does  your  husband  get  drunk  ? — is  he  so 
once  a  week  ?"  She  answered,  "  No."  "  Is  he  once  a  fort- 
night?" She  again  replied,  "No."  "  Once  amonth?"  "No; 
it  is  some  years  since  I  saw  him  so."  Bonaparte  then  said 
"Bah!"  and  changed  the  conversation. '  After  sitting  some 
time  he  rose  and  took  leave,  holding  Bertrand's  arm  as  he  went 
down  the  steps. 

"  The  breakfast,"  Sir  William  tells  us,  "  consisted  of  a  cold 
pie,  potted  meat,  cold  turkey,  curried  fowl,  ham  or  pork,  I 
could  not  tell  which ;  coffee,  dates,  almonds,  oranges,  and  a 
very  fine  salad.  From  every  appearance  but  his  pale  color, 
it  might  be  concluded  that  General  Bonaparte  was  in  good 
health  ;  his  face  is  astonishingly  fat,  and  his  body  and  thighs 
very  round  and  plump."  Indeed,  to  use  the  good  knight's 
own  words,  which  are  more  expressive  than  elegant,  "  he 
looked  as  fat  and  as  round  as  a  China  pig." 

Bonaparte  on  his  return  to  Longwood  was  met  at  Hutt's 
Gate  by  his  phaeton,  and  drove  home  in  it.  He  was  rather 
animated  while  on  horseback  going  to  Mount  Pleasant,  but  in 
the  carriage  appeared  a  good  deal  fatigued  and  drowsy,  which 
was  perhaps  caused  by  the  length  of  the  ride  he  had  taken — 

'  It  is  little  complimentary  to  our  national  character  at  that  time  that 
Napoleon  so  frequently  asked  this  question,  and  it  is  humiliating  to 
think  that  he  was  so  often  justified  in  asking  it. 

"  pudet  haec  opprobria  nobis 
Et  dici  potuisse  et  non  potuisse  refelli." 
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about  ten  miles  in  a  very  hilly  country.  He  now  frequently 
drove  out  in  his  phaeton  within  the  grounds  of  Longwood,  where 
some  avenues  have  been  cut  through  the  wood,  so  that  he  was 
able  to  vary  the  direction  of  his  drives  and  rides  on  level  ground 
within  a  space  of  about  four  miles,  an  advantage  of  which  he 
might  have  always  availed  himself  for  taking  exercise  unob- 
served and  uninterrupted,  and  which  he  could  not  have  en- 
joyed to  the  same  extent,  or  in  the  same  way,  had  his  resi- 
dence been  established  in  any  other  part  of  the  island. 

On  the  25th  of  October  H.  M.  S,  Owen  Glendower,  com- 
manded by  the  Hon.  Robert  Spencer,  arrived  at  St.  Helena. 
Although  belonging  to  a  family  whose  political  opinions  were 
in  opposition  to  the  Ministry,  he  was  not  honored  with  an  in- 
terview by  Bonaparte — apparently  because  he  declined  to 
apply  for  an  introduction  through  Count  Bertrand — but  he 
had  one  or  two  long  conversations  with  the  latter  and  Madame 
Bertrand,  and  they  both  spoke  freely  to  him,  under  the  idea 
that  he  belonged  to  a  party  in  England  which  espoused  their 
views.  Their  chief  if  not  sole  complaint  now  was  the  want 
of  society,  which  Bertrand,  as  has  been  before  mentioned, 
brought  entirely  upon  himself  by  his  improper  conduct.  Cap- 
tain Spencer  also  saw  and  conversed  with  Count  Montholon, 
and  he  remarked  to  the  G  overnor  the  disregard  of  truth  evinced 
in  what  was  told  him  by  the  two  French  Generals.  He  said 
that  several  statements  had  been  made  by  them  which  he 
knew  to  be  untrue,  and,  when  he  shovi'ed  by  his  replies  that 
he  felt  this,  they  began  to  retract  and  qualify  what  they  had 
just  asserted. 

On  the  7th' of  November,  Sir  Hudson  writing  to  Lord  Bath- 
urst  said — "  Captain  Spencer's  visit  has  formed  much  such 
another  epoch  as  that  of  Mr.  Ricketts  and  Lord  Amherst,  with 
this  difference,  that  Captain  Spencer  came  here  with  all  those 
prepossessions  that  prejudiced  or  party  views  may  have  en- 
deavored to  excite  in  General  Bonaparte's  favor,  and  to  lead 
to  the  opinion  of  his  being  harshly  and  severely  treated  here, 
and  he  has  quitted  the  island,  as  I  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose, entirely  the  convert  to  a  different  opinion.     He  did  not 
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hesitate,  in  fact,  to  avow  as  much  to  me,  seeming  to  think 
that,  if  the  precautions  erred  in  any  way,  it  was  more  on  the 
side  of  indulgence  than  uimecessary  restraint.  He  rode  round 
the  limits,  and  acknowledged  they  included  all  that  could  he 
fairly  desired." 

A  melancholy  change  now  took  place  in  the  state  of  Na- 
poleon's health.  Symptoms  of  the  fatal  disease  which  at  last 
carried  him  off  hegan  unequivocally  to  appear  in  frequent 
vomitings  and  pains  of  the  stomach.  His  extremities  became 
white  and  chilly  owing  to  deficient  circulation,  and  he  often 
kept  his  bed  in  consequence  of  a  feeling  of  oppressive  drow- 
siness which  came  over  him.  He  found  some  relief  from  the 
use  of  salt-water  baths,  and  Dr.  Antommarchi  was  con- 
stantly in  attendance.  He,  however,  still  refused  to  see  Dr. 
Arnott. 

In  writing  to  Lord  Bathurst  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  said,  "  In 
reply  to  the  ^ifer  I  made  of  Dr.  Arnott's  assistance,  the  or- 
derly oiEcer  was  desired  to  acquaint  me  that  General  Bona- 
parte did  not  conceive  either  the  British  Grovernment  or  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  appeared  sufficiently  interested  about  the  state 
of  his  health,  as  Count  Bertrand  sent  some  time  since  a  letter 
to  the  Governor  for  Lord  Liverpool,  containing  the  opinion 
of  Dr.  Antommarchi,  and  the  immediate  wish  of  General 
Bonaparte  himself,  for  the  information  of  the  British  Ministry ; 
which  letter  had  been  returned  in  consequence  of  Count  Ber- 
trand having  made  use  of  the  term  '  Emperor  Napoleon.'  " 

The  reports  of  the  orderly  officer  for  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber assume  almost  the  character  of  a  medical  journal,  and 
the  reader  may  be  spared  the  mention  of  minute  details 
which  marked  the  progress  of  Bonaparte's  disorder.  He 
sometimes  drove  out  in  his  carriage,  but  he  looked  pale,  and 
his  gait  in  walking  was  slow  and  feeble. 

On  one  of  these  occasions  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  again  unex- 
pectedly met  him,  and  he  thus  describes  the  rencontre  :  "  I 
was  returning  through  the  grounds  of  Longwood,  toward 
Longwood  House,  when  I  observed  a  phaeton  drawn  by  four 
horses  with  General  Bonaparte  and  Count  Montholon  in  it. 
As  soon  as  they  perceived  me,  the  drivers  were  desired  to 
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turn  off  by  another  road,  but  this  could  not  be  done  so  soon 
as  to  prevent  my  having  a  good  view  of  General  Bonaparte's 
side  face,  at  about  thirty  yards  distance.  He  wore  a  round 
hat,  and  green  surtout  buttoned  close  over  his  breast.  He 
appeared  much  paler  than  when  I  had  last  seen  him,  but  not 
fallen  away.  I  should  have  inferred,  however,  a  looseness  of 
fibre  and  inability  at  the  moment  of  any  active  exertion.  A 
sallow,  colorless  look  is  characteristic  of  his  appearance  in 
general,  and  any  degree  of  indisposition  would  naturally  add 
to  it."  He  was,  however,  as  eager  as  ever  for  news  from 
Europe,  and  when  any  newspapers  arrived  became  so  ab- 
sorbed in  them  as  sometimes  to  delay  his  dinner  for  four  or 
five  hours  beyond  the  usual  time. 

In  his  report  on  the  21st  of  November  Captain  Lutyens 
mentioned  that  Bonaparte  had  said  to  Count  Montholon,  in 
allusion  to  the  iron  railing,  of  which  part  still  remained  at 
the  back  of  the  new  house,  "  You  may  tell  the  Captain  offi- 
cially from  me,  that  I  do  not  like  any  of  the  railing,  and  I 
never  will  go  to  live  in  the  house  until  it  is  done  away  with, 
unless  by  force  ;"  and  he  requested  the  Count  not  to  men- 
tion the  house  to  him  while  the  railing  remained. 

His  sickness  in  the  mean  time  continued  to  increase  ;  and 
early  in  December  after  taking  carriage  exercise  he  fainted 
on  his  return  to  the  house.  His  stomach  frequently  rejected 
food,  and  he  seemed  to  be  perceptibly  weaker.  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  now  determined  to  remove  every  possible  objection  to 
Dr.  Arnott's  being  called  in,  and  he  directed  a  note  to  be 
written  to  Count  Montholon,  stating  that  that  medical  oificer 
would  be  allowed  to  attend  Bonaparte  as  an  ordinary  private 
patient,  which  had  been  originally  the  captive's  own  propo- 
sal. Still,  however,  the  ofler  was  declined,  and  Napoleon  in 
the  debility  of  sickness  and  exhaustion  of  pain  continued  to 
display  his  inflexible  obstinacy  of  character.  It  is  a  circum- 
stance worth  notice  that  from  the  time  when  he  began  to  be 
really  ill  he  showed  no  disinclination  to  be  seen  by  the  order- 
ly officer  ;  whereas,  while  O'Meara  attended  him  and  con- 
stantly gave  out  that  he  was  suffering  from  liver  complaint, 
he  eluded  observation  as  much  as  possible.  The  inference  is 
plain.     The  reports  of  O'Meara  were,  if  not  altogether  un- 
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true,  grossly  exaggerated,  and  every  opportunity  which  was 
afforded  of  seeing  Napoleon  tended  to  discredit  them  ;  but 
now  that  the  patient  was  seriously  unwell  he  had  no  motive 
for  concealing  himself  from  view.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  alluded 
to  this  change  of  tactics  in  a  lettes  to  Earl  Bathurst  of  the 
12th  of  December.     He  said —  • 

"  The  first  confirmation  I  almost  ever  received  of  General 
Bonaparte's  having  been  indisposed,  from  the  actual  personal 
ohservatimi  of  the  orderly  officer,  was  in  his  report  to  me  of 
the  7th  November  last,  where,  speaking  of  General  Bona- 
parte, he  mentions,  that  '  his  face  had  every  appearance  of 
his  being  lately  indisposed,'  and  it  was  remarkable  that 
upon  this  occasion  Count  Montholon  should  have  apprised 
the  orderly  officer  of  General  Bonaparte's  intention  to  take 
an  airing,  that  he  might  thus  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
him 

"  My  meeting  with  him  the  following  day  was  wholly  un- 
expected, and  admitted  not  time  for  any  previous  thought. 
The  disposition  he  shows  to  move  out  and  take  drives  in  his 
phaeton  shows  that  he  now  looks  to  air  and  exercise,  the  op- 
portunity for  which  he  had  before  so  much  neglected,  as  the 
principal  means  of  his  re-establishment,  and  meanwhile  what- 
ever difficulties  he  may  have  formerly  opposed  to  being  seen, 
when  stated  to  be  suffering  under  indisposition,  these  now  no 
longer  appear  to  operate,  except  as  to  the  rejecting  profes- 
sional aid,  and  thus  still  resisting  the  means  of  observation 
which  that  might  afford." 

The  English  Government,  however,  not  yet  aware  of  what 
was  passing  at  Longwood,  were  possessed  with  the  idea  that 
Bonaparte  meditated  escape,  as  appears  from  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  which  Lord  Bathurst  wrote  to  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe  on  the  30th  of  September  this  year  : 

"  The  reports  which  you  have  recently  made  of  the  con- 
duct of  General  Bonaparte  and  of  his  followers  make  me 
suspect  that  he  is  beginning  to  entertain  serious  thoughts  of 
escaping  from  St.  Helena,  and  the  accounts  which  he  will  have 
since  received  of  what  is  passing  in  Europe  will  not  fail  to 
encourage  him  in  this  project      The  overthrow  of  the  Nea- 
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politan  Government,  the  revolutionary  spirit  which  more  or 
less  prevails  over  all  Italy,  and  the  doubtful  state  of  France 
itself,  must  excite  his  attention,  and  clearly  shovi'  that  a  crisis 
is  fast  approaching,  if  not  already  arrived,  when  his  escape 
would  be  productive  of  important  consequences.  That  his 
partisans  arc  active  can  not  be  doubted  ;  and  if  he  be  ever 
willing  to  hazard  the  attempt,  he  will  never  allow  such  au 
opportunity  to  escape.  You  will  therefore  exert  all  your  at- 
tention in  watching  his  proceedings,  and  call  upon  the  Ad- 
miral to  use  his  utmost  vigilance,  as  upon  the  navy  so  much 
must  ultimately  depend. 

"  In  what  shape  and  in  what  manner  this  attempt  will  be 
made,  I  can  not  judge,  but  I  am  satisfied  this  storm  will  not 
pass  over  unnoticed  at  Longwood.  General  Bonaparte  has 
money  at  command ;  he  has  partisans  in  abundance  ;  he  has 
mieans  of  communication  which  your  regulations  may  occa- 
sionally intercept,  but  can  not  entirely  prevent ;  the  times 
are  most  favorable  for  the  attempt ;  and,  without  thinking 
that  he  habitually  courts  a  hazardous  enterprise,  I  can  not 
persuade  myself  that  he  will  shrink  from  one  which,  if  suc- 
cessful, must  now  promise  such  important  results." 

And  in  a  private  letter  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  written  a  few 
days  previously  Lord  Bathurst  said — 

"  You  will  receive  a  dispatch  from  me  respecting  the  prob- 
ability of  General  Bonaparte's  attempting  an  escape.  You 
are  at  liberty  to  show  it  in  exten$o  to  the  Admiral ;  indeed,  I 
have  written  it  in  a  great  measure  for  that  purpose,  as  it  will 
enable  you  to  take  a  review  with  him  of  all  the  different  ways 
by  which  Bonaparte  may  attempt  his  escape,  and  the  best 
means  therefore  of  preventing  it.  I  am  strongly  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  very  much  depends  upon  the  navy.  I 
have  not  the  honor  of  being  acquainted  with  the  Admiral, 
but  it  is  possible  he  may  feel  a  greater  security  than  the  pres- 
ent crisis  may  admit,  and  this  instruction  will  enable  you  to 
excite  his  attention  without  exposing  you  to  the  imputation 
of  being  unnecessarily  alarmed." 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

PROGRESS   OF    NAPOLEOn's  FATAL    ILLNESS LONG   CONVERSA- 
tion bet'vveen  the  governor  and  count  montholon 

Bonaparte's  opinion  of  antommarchi — notes  dictated 

BY  him  for  sir  HUDSON  LOWE THE   NEW  HOUSE  AND  IKON 

Railing — bonaparte's    objection    to    medicine — novel 

MODE    of     taking     EXERCISE SIR     HUDSON     LOWE    INSISTS 

THAT    THE   ORDERLY  OFFICER    SHALL    SEE    NAPOLEON THE 

LATTER   CONSENTS   TO  BE  VISITED   BY  DR.   ARNOTT DR.  AN- 
TOMMARCHI APPLIES    FOR  LEAVE   TO   RETURN    TO   EUROPE 

PRESENT   OF    BOOKS  BY    NAPOLEON   TO    THE    20tH  REGIMENT 
INCREASE  OF  HIS  MALADY. 

The  commencement  of  the  year  1821,  the  last  of  Na- 
poleon's existence,  found  him  weakened  and  suffering.  His 
attendants  became  anxious,  but  still  no  immediate  danger 
■was  apprehended,  and  he  continued  to  take  drives  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Longwood,  but  was  observed  to  require  as- 
sistance in  getting  in  and  out  of  the  carriage.  The  mortal 
disease  of  which  he  died  had  already  taken  firm  hold  of  him, 
and  few  more  painful  maladies  can  be  conceived.  It  was  a 
scirrhous  cancer  of  the  stomach,  which  by  a  slow  process  of 
ulceration  corroded  the  coat  of  that  organ,  and  rendered  it 
unfit  to  perform  its  functions.  This  explains  the  frequent 
vomitings  and  the  loss  of  appetite,  with  other  symptoms  which 
accompanied  his  illness. 

Dr.  Short,  Physician  to  the  Forces,  had  lately  arrived  at 
St.  Helena,  and  his  services  were  offered  in  addition  to  those 
of  Dr.  Arnott,  but  no  answer  appears  to  have  been  sent  to 
the  proposal.  And  yet  Bonaparte  had  no  confidence  in  An- 
tommarchi, who  was  in  truth  wholly  unequal  to  the  situation. 
In  one  of  the  orderly  officer's  reports  this  month  he  said  that 
Napoleon  had  been  very  angry  with  the  doctor,  because  the 
pills  which  he  had  been  taking  for  some  time  past  had  lost 
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their  proper  eflect.     This  might  be  very  hard  npon  Antom- 
marchi,  for  the  same  result  would  very  probably  have  hap- 
pened if  he  had  possessed  first-rate  skill  in  his  profession ;  but 
Napoleon  was  getting  tired  of  him,  and  wished  to  have  another 
physician  sent  out  in  his  place.     And  he  was  equally  dissatis- 
fied with  the  poor  old  Abbe  Buonavita,  who  was  no  theolo- 
gian, and  quite  unfit  to  hold  converse  on  religious  subjects 
with  the  keenest  intellect  of  the  age,  or  answer  the  questions 
of  such  a  skeptic  as  Napoleon  Bonaparte. ^     The  wishes  of 
the  exile  on  these  points  were  made  known  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  by  Count  Montholon  in  the  course  of  a  long  and  inter- 
esting conversation  he  had  with  him  on  the  27th  of  January. 
The  Count  said  that  he  was  charged  to  request  that  the  Abbe 
Buonavita  might  be  replaced  by  a  priest  from  Europe,  and 
that  a  physician  might  also  be  sent  out,  as  well  as  successors 
for  Count  Bertrand  and  himself;  but  that  Bonaparte  particu- 
larly desired  that  his  family  might  be  entirely  excluded  from 
all  interference  whatever  iii  the  choice  of  any  of  tlvem.     He 
had  great  reason  to  complain  of  the  choice  they  had  made  in 
the  persons  last  sent  to  St.  Helena.     The  Count  said  that  it 
perhaps  was  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the  family,  as  of  the 
position  in  which  they  were  placed,  in  an  ecclesiastical  state, 
where  they  could  not  act  with  sufficient  independence  in  mak- 
ing a  selection.     Besides,  they  had  no  relations  with  Paris,  to 
enable  them  to  make  a  good  choice.     Bonaparte  wished,  there- 
fore, to  leave  it  entirely  to  the  decision  of  the  King  of  France 
and  his  Ministers,  as  he  thought  none  could  choose  for  him 
better  than  the  French  Government,  the   present  Ministry 
being  composed  of  persons  nearly  all  of  whom  had  served 
him  in  the  same  offices,  and  who  so  well  knew  his  habits 
and  disposition  ;  for  instance,  there  was  Pasquier,  who  had 
been  ten  years  his  minister,  with  whom  he  confidentially  con- 
versed every  day  for  hours,  and  discussed  the  characters  of 
people ;  Monier  was  another  who  knew  him  perfectly,  as  well 
as  Segur,  Simeon,  Daru;  and  Latour-Maubourg,  at  this  time 
Minister  at  War,  who  served  with  him  for  twenty-four  years 

'  The  Abbe  Buonavita  quitted  St.  Helena  for  Europe  before  Bona- 
parte's death. 
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up  to  1814,  who  had  been  his  aid-de-camp,  had  accompa- 
nied him  to  Egypt,  and  whose  fortune  he  had  made.  There 
was  De  Cazes  himself,  once  his  private  secretary,  who  knew 
him  intimately  for  several  years,  and  who  was  in  possession 
of  many  secrets  known  to  none  hut  himself. 

At  a  previous  period  Count  Montholon  had  described  the 
new-comers  in  the  following  flattering  terms  :  "  The  Abbe 
can  only  speak  of  Mexico  ;  Antoramarchi  of  medicine ;  and 
Vignall  is  perfectly  ignorant." 

With  regard  to  a  priest,  Montholon  said  that  Bonaparte 
wanted  a  man  of  education  and  learning,  a  theologian,  with 
whom  he  could  maintain  arguments  in  theology,  who  would 
answer  all  his  questions  on  religious  matters  in  cases  which 
required  to  be  examined  and  sounded  to  their  depths  ;  one 
who  was  perfectly  versed  in  the  history  of  rehgion,  and  capa- 
ble of  acting  as  a  guide  to  him  in  the  perusal  of  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  able  to  convince  and  satisfy  bis  mind  upon  points  where 
he  felt  doubts.  He  wished  him  to  be  from  forty  to  fifty  years 
of  age,  a  man  of  erudition  ;  for  as  to  Buonavita,  he  was  in- 
capable of  discussing  any  religious  point,  and  had  never  studied ; 
he  was,  in  fact,  totally  ignorant  and  without  education.  Na- 
poleon, the  Count  said,  was  not  satisfied  without  explanations 
on  every  point ;  he  wished  to  fathom  every  thing,  and  had 
lately  observed  to  him,  "  Although  I  feel  myself  growing 
weaker  and  weaker  every  day,  and  am  extremely  ill,  I  am 
not  yet  brought  to  bay  in  a  state  to  require  the  succor  of 
religion ;  still,  if  I  found  myself  reduced  to  that  plight,  is 
it  to  a  person  like  that  I  could  address  myself  to  become  en- 
lightened and  obtaia  spiritual  aid  ?  Who  knows  ?  Voltaire 
himself  asked  for  the  consolations  of  religion  before  his  death, 
and  perhaps  1  also  might  find  much  comfort  and  relief  in  the 
society  of  an  ecclesiastic  capable  of  inspiring  in  me  a  taste  for 
religious  conversation,  who  might  render  me  devout." 

As  to  the  young  priest  Vignali,  Montholon  said,  when  he 
came  out  to  St.  Helena  he  could  neithei-  read  nor  ivrite,  though 
he  was  now  studying  very  hard,  and  making  great  eflbrts. 
With  respect  to  Dr.  Antommarchi,  he  was  a  good  anatomist, 
and  perhaps  a  good  surgeon  also  ;  but  he  was  very  ignorant. 
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He  had  not  even  finished  his  studies  when  he  came  to  the 
island,  and  had  never  been  in  society.  As  Napoleon  must 
know  every  thing,  and  have  his  inquiries  satisfactorily  an- 
swered, which  Antommarchi  could  not  do,  he  had  taken  a 
dislike  to  him.  Besides,  added  the  Count,  his  manners  were 
too  frivolous  and  presuming ;  he  had  begun  by  giving  him- 
self a  good  deal  of  importance,  and  on  his  arrival  believed 
that  the  whole  island  was  at  his  command.  There  could  be 
no  difficulty  in  making  a  selection  of  a  proper  person  ;  Paris 
abounded  with  physicians  of  the  highest  reputation,  and  the 
Ministers  of  the  King  of  France  might  easily  procure  one. 

With  respect  to  the  successors  of  Count  Bertrand  and  him- 
self, proceeded  Montholon,  one  was  required  to  be  an  officer, 
and  General  Drouot  was  the  person  preferred.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  means,  talent,  and  information,  had  been  long  near 
Bonaparte,  had  followed  him  to  Elba,  and  was  the  person, 
of  all  others,  best  adapted  for  the  situation. 

The  Governor  here  remarked,  that  he  thought  the  British 
Government  would  readily  consent  to  General  Drouot's  com- 
ing to  St.  Helena.  On  which  the  Count  said  that,  if  Drouot 
did  not  agree  to  it,  some  other  general  officer  (but  one  of  the 
two  must  be  an  officer),  should  be  selected  who  had  served 
with  Bonaparte,  and  who  had  a  knowledge  of  his  disposition 
and  character. 

As  to  the  second  person,  he  might  be  a  civilian,  and  even 
a  person  who  had  been  once  an  ecclesiastic,  who  had  been 
one  of  Napoleon's  Councilors  of  State  or  Chamberlains,  or  an 
old  confidential  friend,  who  might  have  been  intimate  with 
Bonaparte  when  he  was  an  officer  of  artillery  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  career  ;  provided  he  was  accomplished,  a 
man  of  literature,  of  talent,  and  of  gravity,  and  of  whom  he 
could  make  a  companion,  it  was  all  he  required. 

The  conversation  then  turned  upon  the  new  house,  which 
was  all  but  ready  for  Bonaparte's  reception,  and  Montholon 
said  they  were  much  in  want  of  a  new  bookcase,  for  they  had 
about  2700  volumes,  of  which  nearly  half  were  lying  on  the 
floor,  and  heaped  up  on  the  top  of  the  existing  bookcases 
This  shows  that  there  was  no  dearth  of  literature  at  Longwood 
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On  the  30th  of  January  Count  Montholon  wrote  to  the 
Governor,  and  said,  he  sent  some  notes  which  he  "  was 
charged"  to  address  to  him  on  the  subject  of  their  recent  con- 
versation.    They  were  the  following  : 

"1.  The  Emperor  Napoleon  is  ill,  and  can  never  experi- 
ence any  alleviation  in  this  island.  He  has  need  of  the  air 
of  Europe,  and  requires  this  year  mineral  waters.  He  has  long 
been  a  prey  to  the  most  cruel  agony. 

"  2.  Signer  Antommarchi,  his  surgeon,  is  insufficient  to 
afford  him  succor  in  his  actual  state  of  illness  ;  he  desires  to 
have  one  of  the  physicians  of  his  old  maison  de  sante  at  Paris, 
or  one  of  those  who  have  served  in  the  army  as  physician  in 
chief  to  the  forces  (Medecin  en  Chef  de  Corps  d'Armee),  and 
more  than  forty-five  years  of  age.  Messrs.  Dcgenette,  Pcrey, 
and  especially  M.  Larrey,  would  be  able  to  designate  the 
medical  man  whom  they  judged  worthy  to  gain  the  confi- 
dence of  the  invalid. 

"  3.  He  will  receive  with  pleasure  any  one  who  may  have 
been  attached  to  his  person,  and  especially  the  Dues  de  Vicence, 
de  Rpvigo,  the  Counts  de  Segur,  de  Montesquion,  Daru, 
Drouot,  de  Turenne,  and  the  literary  men  Barons  Denon,  and 
Arnauld. 

"  The  part  taken  by  Lord  Bathurst  in  addressing  himself 
to  Cardinal  Fesch  at  Rome,  which  appeared  prudent,  has 
proved  a  failure  by  reason  of  the  surveillance  exercised  over 
all  the  members  of  his  family  and  the  impossibility  of  their 
corresponding  with  France.  Every  thing  that  is  necessary 
to  do  can  be  done  only  hy  the  direct  intervention  of  the  En- 
glish or  French  Government. 

"  Le  General  Comte  de  Montholon. 

'■  LoNowooD,  January  30,  1831." 

These  notes  were  returned  the  next  day  to  Count  Montho- 
lon, with  the  following  reply  : 

"The  instructions  under  which  the  Governor  is  acting  place 
him  under  the  indispensable  necessity  of  returning  the  inclosed 
paper  on  account  of  the  use  in  it  of  the  imperial  title.  The 
Governor  had  already  the  honor  of  acquainting  Count  Mon- 
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tholon  that  he  should  not  fail  to  make  known  to  the  British 
Government  the  propositions  which  formed  the  subject  of  his 
communication  to  the  Governor  on  the  27th  instant,  and  the 
Governor  now  desires  to  add,  that  he  shall  not  omit  to  avail 
himself  of  the  more  specific  information  which  the  inclosed 
paper  has  conveyed  upon  some  of  the  points  that  were  then 
spoken  of,  to  render  the  report  to  his  Government  regai-ding 
them  as  full  and  as  exact  as  possible.  H.  Lowe. 

"Plantation  House,  January  31,  182L" 

During  February  Bonaparte  was  attacked  with  constant 
sickness,  and  he  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  any  food  upon 
his  stomach.  Meat  jelly  made  of  veal  was  what  he  most 
easily  retained,  and  when  this  was  discovered  some  was  im- 
mediately sent  for  his  use  from  Plantation  House,  and  a  cook 
was  also  dispatched  by  the  Governor  to  Long  wood  who  made 
excellent  soup,  of  which  Bonaparte  partook  and  relished  it  very 
much.  Count  Montholon  told  Captain  Lutyens  "it  was  so  good 
the  d — d  doctor  would  not  let  the  Emperor  eat  much  of  it." 

On  the  15th  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  and 
said — "  Having  asked  further  some  questions  of  the  orderly 
officer,  I  have  been  informed  by  him  that  the  servants  of  the 
house  say  General  Bonaparte  eats  very  frequently,  but  little  at 
a  time,  and  at  very  irregular  intervals  ;  sometimes  calhng  for 
soup  when  he  wakes  in  the  night-time.  He  walks  unassisted 
when  in  his  garden.  One  of  his  servants,  Noverraz,  is  fre- 
quently employed  in  shooting  doves  for  him  of  which  he  is 
said  to  be  foiad." 

On  the  19th  the  orderly  officer  reported — "  About  half-past 
four  yesterday  evening  I  was  coming  from  the  stables  on  horse- 
back, when  I  met  General  Bonaparte,  leaning  on  Count  Mon- 
tholon's  arm,  walking  toward  the  stables.  I  took  off  my  hat, 
which  the  General  returned  by  raising  his  on  his  head.  He 
looked  very  pale  and  languid.  I  see  no  alteration  in  his  ap- 
pearance for  the  better  since  I  last  had  a  good  view  of  him. 
They  then  drove  round  the  wood  in  the  phaeton,  and  returned 
in  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  Count  Montholon  requested 
I  would  return  his  thanks  for  the  jeUy." 
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In  the  course  of  conversation  at  Longwood,  where  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe  had  gone  on  the  1 0th  of  February,  to  call  upon 
Count  Montholon,  the  Governor  said  he  hoped  the  new  house 
would  be  found  convenient  and  comfortable,  if  they  were  dis- 
posed to  occupy  it  (si  Ton  est  dispose  a  I'occuper.) 

The  Count  replied — "  The  house  appears  to  me  very  com- 
fortable, and  convenient,  and  I  confess  I  am  astonished  that 
you  have  succeeded  in  erecting  such  a  building  in  so  short  a 
time  and  in  so  perfect  a  manner  with  the  few  materials  to  be 
found  in  this  island."  He  added  that  he  hoped  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  taking  possession  of  it,  and  that  indeed  he 
believed  there  would  be  no  real  obstacle  ;  for  his  own  part, 
he  was  extremely  desirous  on  every  account  that  it  should  be 
occupied.  He  said  that  the  floors  of  that  part  of  the  old  house 
occupied  by  Bonaparte  were  in  so  rotten  a  state,  that  in  some 
parts  the  boards  broke  under  the  feet  in  walking,  and  that 
his  own  rooms,  when  compared  to  that  portion  of  the  house, 
were  superb.  He  then  spoke  of  the  plantations,  and  men- 
tioned the  success  of  their  attempts  in  transplanting  trees  of 
considerable  growth,  peach-trees  in  particular,  and  even  sev- 
eral oaks  of  some  size,  and  suggested  that  similar  means 
should  be  adopted  for  procuring  shade  near  the  new  building. 

In  another  conversation  on  the  16th  Count  Montholon  said 
that  Bonaparte's  great  objection  to  the  iron  railing  was,  that 
it  came  up  too  close  to  the  left  of  the  new  house.  Had  it 
been  further  ofF  nothing  would  ever  have  been  heard  about  the 
matter  ;  on  the  contrary,  Bonaparte  would  have  been  glad  of 
it,  as  forming  a  secure  fence  against  the  cattle,  and  prevent- 
ing the  curious  from  intruding  beyond  it.  He  remarked  that, 
on  its  arrival  at  St.  Helena  from  England,  O'Meara  hurried  up 
from  town  to  tell  Bonaparte  that  a  ship  had  just  arrived 
loaded  with  "  400,000  livres"  of  iron  railings,  for  the  purpose 
of  hemming  him  in  and  inclosing  his  house  within  fifteen 
yards  distance  all  round  ;  in  fact,  to  form  an  iron  cage  round 
him.'     That,  in  consequence  of  this,  when  Napoleon  saw  the 

'  "  Soon  after  the  iron  railings  arrived  here,  and  began  to  be  landed, 
Mr.  O'Meara  told  me  that  General  Bonaparte  had  heard  of  it,  and  im- 
mediately complained  that  they  were  going  to  make  an  iron  cage  for 
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railing  being  put  up  along  the  lawn  in  front  of  the  new  build- 
ing, he  became  exasperated,  exclaiming,  "  There  is  the  cage. 
O'Meara  was  right.  I  am  going  to  be  imprisoned  within  an 
iron  raihng  I"  The  Count  said  that  he  had,  however,  reasoned 
so  much  with  him  on  the  subject,  that  it  was  no  longer  to  the 
railing  itself  he  objected,  but  to  its  being  so  near  the  house  ; 
that,  provided  he  had  a  space  inclosed,  so  that  the  new  house 
would  stand  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  grounds,  he  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  whole  of  such  extent  being  surrounded 
with  the  railing.  There  would  be  some  little  additions  re- 
quired in  the  interior  of  the  building,  all,  however,  connected 
with  the  personal  comfort  or  convenience  of  General  Bona- 
parte ;  he  could  not  exactly  tell  what  they  might  be  ;  but  the 
Governor  said  he  would  be  happy  to  do  any  thing  in  his 
power  to  render  the  dwelling  as  convenient  as  possible  for 
General  Bonaparte,  and  that  he  would  inspect  the  ground 
and  see  what  could  be  done  as  to  the  inclosure.  He  had  al- 
ready planned  an  inclosure  such  as  Count  Montholon  spoke  of. 

The  Count  observed  that  Bonaparte  would  himself  look 
about  the  place  and  see  what  could  be  done,  or  what  he  might 
desire  to  have  done,  in  regard  to  making  some  little  gardens 
about  the  new  house,  in  compensation,  as  it  were,  for  those  he 
should  lose  about  the  old  house. 

"  The  only  thing  now  which  annoys,"  added  Montholon, 
"is  the  six  o'clock  sentries"  (meaning  those  at  sunset),  "for 
at  that  hour  when  he  feels  well  he  wishes  to  walk  out.'     So 

him ;  but  he  (Mr.  O'Meara)  had  explained  to  General  Bonaparte,  with- 
out my  having  even  spoken  to  liim  before  on  tlie  subject,  that  tlie  railing 
was  precisely  of  the  same  description  as  that  put  up  in  the  front  of  gen- 
tlemen's houses  in  England  (which  it  really  is),  and  that  General  Bo- 
naparte had  become  quite  satisfied  after  this  explanation  had  been  given 
to  him.  I  preserved  no  note  of  this  conversation  with  Mr.  O'Meara, 
but  can  attest  that  it  not  only  occurred  as  above  related,  but  that  Mr. 
O'Meara  at  the  time  spoke  in  such  a  way  as  to  impress  nie  with  the 
idea  he  had  entirely  removed  all  objection  to  the  railing  ;  and  in  fact  I 
have  ascribed  the  silence  observed  by  him  on  this  subject,  in  the  differ- 
ent libels  against  me,  to  his  recollection  of  this  conversation." — Note 
by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

^  "  Count  Montholon's  objection  appeared  here  to  be  made  on  the 
supposition  that  the  sentries  were  to  bo  posted  round  the  iron  railing 
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long  as  he  continues  unwell,  it  is  of  little  consequence,  because 
at  that  hour  he  will  be  in  bed  ;  hut  not  so  when  he  finds 
himself  able  to  walk  out  in  the  evening."  He  said  that,  with 
respect  to  the  sentries  at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  Bonaparte 
was  quite  indiflerent  'on  that  subject ;  they  had  formerly  con- 
ceived it  would  be  very  pleasant  to  walk  about  during  the 
fine  nights,  but  now  they  found  it  was  not  to  be  done  without 
injury  to  health,  and  Bonaparte  had  entirely  surrendered  his 
former  opinion  on  that  point ;  the  sentries  might  be  planted 
close  to  the  very  wall  of  the  house  at  nine  o'clock  and  he  would 
be  perfectly  satisfied. 

However  much  he  might  try  to  conceal  the  fact,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  Bonaparte  took  great  interest  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  house  and  grounds  at  his  intended  new  abode, 
and  through  Count  Montholon  made  several  suggestions  in  the 
way  of  improvement.  In  one  of  these,  however,  he  was 
rather  inconsiderate.  After  allowing  the  work  to  be  so  far 
completed  before  he  hinted  at  any  desired  change,  Montholon 
told  the  Governor  that  Napoleon  wished,  as  the  quickest  way 
of  procuring  shade,  that  a  trellis-work,  such  as  had  been  made 
in  the  small  garden  near  the  old  house,  might  be  constructed 
in  front  of  the  new  building,  to  cross  over  the  terrace  down 
to  the  trees,  and  that  the  part  of  the  lawn  next  the  terrace 
might  be  brought  down  by  a  gentle  slope  to  the  trees,  and 
also  that  the  iron  railing  might  be  removed. 

The  Governor  remarked  that  this  plan  would  involve  im- 
mense work,  and  was  what  he  had  not  contemplated  ;  it  would 
be  rendering  vain  the  long  and  laborious  task  which  the  for- 
mation of  the  terrace  in  its  present  shape  had  involved.  He 
would  have  attended  with  pleasure  to  any  suggestion  on  this 
point,  and  readily  taken  into  consideration  the  proposals  now 
made  by  the  Count  had  they  been  communicated  to  him  while 
the  work  was  in  progress  ;  but  it  was  now  too  late  to  urge 

after  sunset ;  but  it  was  not  my  intention  to  place  them  round  it  until 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  having  already  designed  an  external  cordon  for 
those  after  sunset,  so  as  not  to  incommode  General  Bonaparte  by  their 
observation  during  the  very  short  time  that  any  twilight  prevails."— 
Note  by  Hir  Hudson  Lowe, 
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these  objections.  He  said  he  had  sent  plans  to  Longwood  to 
Montholon  himself,  desiring  an  opinion  on  them  before  the 
building  was  begun,  as  he  was  anxious  to  attend  as  much  as 
possible  to  their  wishes,  but  no  answer  had  been  returned. 

The  Count  replied  that  it  was  very  true  that  the  plans 
had  been  sent  for  inspection  to  Longwood,  but  unfortunately 
they  had  not  understood  each  other ;  and  by  his  gesture  and 
a  half-suppressed  lamentation  he  appeared  to  wish  it  to  be 
understood  that  it  had  not  been  his  fault,  although  he  was 
not  at  liberty  to  discuss  the  subject  then.  He  said,  however, 
that  nobody  was  more  desirous  to  take  possession  of  the  new 
building  than  Bonaparte  himself  who  often  asked,  "  Who 
can  have  a  greater  interest  in  seeing  that  I  occupy  it  than 
myself?  Is  it  not  plain  that  I  must  wish  to  be  lodged 
in  a  good  house  rather  than  remain  in  a  bad  one  ?  Is  it 
not  I  who  will  gain  the  most?"  "  He  feels  obliged,"  contin- 
ued the  Count,  "  to  the  English  Government  for  having  caused 
to  be  built  for  him  such  a  house,  and  to  you  for  the  pains  you 
have  taken  in  its  construction.  Napoleon,  however,"  added 
Montholon,  "  considered  the  old  house  with  the  gardens  ad- 
joining it  preferable  to  the  new  one,  if  it  remained  without 
the  adoption  of  his  suggestions ;  and  he  said,  '  Why,  then, 
should  I  leave  the  place  I  now  occupy  to  go  into  another  less 
pleasant  to  me  V  " 

Montholon  then  mentioned  another  objection — the  position 
of  the  orderly  officer's  quarters,  which  he  wished  to  be  re- 
moved further  off.  After  a  long  and  amicable  conversation, 
the  Governor  on  leaving  said  he  would  take  into  consideration 
all  that  had  been  mentioned  to  him. 

A  few  days  afterward  the  Governor  informed  Count  Mon- 
tholon that  he  had  decided  upon  including  the  whole  space 
in  front  of  the  new  house  containing  trees  within  the  inclo- 
sure  ;  and  ample  space  would  be  afforded  for  laying  out  the 
grounds  either  in  gardens  or  any  other  desirable  mode.  The 
Governor  then  alluded  to  the  "  grille,"  or  iron  railing,  and 
said  that,  if  he  understood  the  Count  rightly  he  had  stated 
that  the  objection  was  not  against  the  railing  itself,  but 
against  its  too  great  proximity  to  the  house,  and  thai,  so  long 
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as  it  was  placed  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  building,  it 
would  not  be  objected  to.  The  Count  replied  that  the  Gov- 
ernor had  perfectly  understood  him — the  objection  was  that 
it  was  too  near  the  house.  He  said  that  Bonaparte  always 
took  his  stand  on  the  principle  that  he  had  hitherto  enjoyed 
an  inclosure  of  a  certain  extent  about  his  house,  and  when 
he  found  that  distance  reduced  to  15  or  20  toises^  he  opposed 
it.  "  Why,"  he  asked,  "  should  I  make  such  a  sacrifice  ?" 
Their  object  was  in  all  cases  to  gain  whatever  they  could, 
and  not  to  lose  any  advantage  they  already  possessed — to 
surrender  nothing  without  obtaining  an  equivalent. 

As  a  further  illustration  of  this  line  of  policy,  Montholon 
mentioned  that  Bonaparte  had  also  acted  on  the  same  princi- 
ple with  regard  to  the  orderly  officer.  He  had  remarked, 
"  This  officer  is  now  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  toises  from  my 
apartments,  and  his  rooms  at  the  new  building  at  three  toises 
only  :  why  should  I  give  up  that  space,  and  let  him  thus 
gain  twelve  toises  upon  me  ?"  Had  the  new  house,  however, 
been  so  constructed  as  to  have  put  the  same  distance  between 
the  orderly  officer's  rooms  and  those  of  Bonaparte  as  at  present 
existed,  he  would  not  have  spoken  a  word  on  the  subject. 
He  considered  him  in  fact  as  the  officer  of  the  guard,  and 
they  had  never  been  inconvenienced  by  either — he  knew  that 
where  there  were  guards  there  must  be  officers. 

The  Governor  having  inquired  why  Bonaparte  did  not 
take  possession  of  the  new  house,  which  would  be  found  so 
much  more  comfortable  during  the  bad  weather  that  then 
prevailed,  the  Count  replied  that  for  two  days  Napoleon  had 
been  confined  to  his  bed  by  an  attack  of  fever.  He  said  that 
he  would  not  take  any  medicine,  notwithstanding  all  their 
entreaties  and  efforts  to  induce  him,  and  that  he  (Montholon) 
had  been  the  whole  day  trying  to  persuade  him  to  take  a 
dose  of  castor  oil,  but  he  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  do  so. 
"  You  have  no  idea,"  added  the  Count,  "  what  a  bad  patient 

'  "  The  difference  arises  as  follows: — The  garden,  being  about  100 
to  ses  in  depth,  lay  in  front  of  the  old  house,  whereas  it  is  in  the  rear 
of  the  new  one.  The  space  in  the  rear  of  the  old  house  was  not  even 
15  toises." — Note  ly  Sir  Hvdsm  Lowe. 
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he  is  ;  he  is  worse  than  an  infant  two  years  old — one  can  do 
nothing  with  him."  He  also  stated  that  the  last  time  they 
were  out  together  in  the  carriage  his  mind  began  to  wander, 
and  he  spoke  incoherently.  Dr.  Antommarchi  had  told  him 
that  he  perceived  during  the  night  that  there  was  an  inco- 
herence in  all  that  he  said,  and  that  he  was  much  struck 
with  it.  The  Count  then  said  that  Bonaparte  was  extremely 
ill  ;  his  mental  and  bodily  powers  were  equally  depressed  ;  he 
was  in  the  last  degree  of  weakness,  and  in  a  state  of  perfect 
prostration,  from  which  he  could  not  be  roused. 

The  Governor  asked  why  some  other  medical  men  were  not 
called  in,  and  a  consultation  held  in  his  case.  The  Count 
said  he  had  frequently  and  earnestly  urged  hirn  to  do  so. 
That  very  day,  or  the  preceding,  he  had  strongly  pressed  him 
to  have  recourse  to  further  medical  advice,  but  he  obstinately 
refused — not,  however,  because  he  felt  any  objection  to  see 
English  medical  men,  but  he  said  that,  as  he  could  not  keep 
any  thing  on  his  stomach  in  the  shape  of  food,  he  was  much 
less  likely  to  retain  medicine,  and  their  assistance  could  there- 
fore be  of  no  use.  He  had  taken  such  a  dislike  to  Antom- 
marchi in  consequence  of  the  medicine  he  had  given  him, 
that  he  could  not  now  bear  the  sight  of  him,  and  it  was  only 
by  stealth  that  he  (Montholon)  could  get  him  into  his  room. 
He  made  Antommarchi  slip  in  now  and  then,  when  he 
thought  it  was  necessary  he  should  see  him,  for  he  would  not 
allow  him  to  be  called.  Bonaparte  said  that  it  was  owing 
to  the  medicine  he  had  taken  that  he  was  so  ill. 

Reverting  to  the  state  of  Napoleon's  mind,  the  Count  said 
it  was  not  to  he  wondered  at  after  his  tremendous  fall,  and 
considering  the  height  from  which  he  had  been  precipitated, 
of  which  the  bare  idea  was  enough  to  crush  and  overwhelm  ; 
and  then  that  frightful  captivity  —  that  hopeless  exile  —  to 
which  no  limit  could  be  seen  1  He  remarked  that  Napoleon 
was  at  first  supported  by  the  hope  of  some  change — thinking 
that  the  British  Government  might  after  a  certain  time  re- 
move him  from  St.  Helena,  which  hope  his  attendants  had 
always  buoyed  up  ;  but  he  had  seen  two,  three,  four,  five 
years  expire  without  any  appearance  of  a  change,  and  he 
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now  sank  under  it.  He  had  himself  said,  a  short  time  ago, 
"  There  is  no  more  oil  in  the  lamp."  Dr.  Antommarchi's 
opinion,  added  the  Count,  was  that  Bonaparte's  principal 
malady  consisted  in  the  organs  of  digestion  and  the  heart, 
neither  of  which  performed  their  due  functions  ;  his  stomach 
was  incapable  of  producing  digestion,  and  his  heart  did  not 
excite  a  sufficiently  quick  circulation  of  the  blood.  This  last, 
however,  was  not  a  recent  complaint — the  circulation  of  the 
blood  had  always  been  defective  with  him.  About  twenty 
years  ago  Coivisart  had  predicted  to  him  it  would  in  the 
course  of  time  become  a  disease,  and  when  Napoleon  was 
complaining  to  him  of  his  being  so  meagre,  he  had  said, 
"  Do  not  desire  to  become  fat ;  you  will  be  so  too  soon,  and 
wiU  have  cause  to  regret  it."  He  was  then  a  General,  and 
Corvisart  observed,  "  While  you  are  actively  employed,  and 
you  continue  to  take  the  same  exercise  to  which  you  have 
been  hitherto  ha,bituated,  you  will  keep  away  the  disease  ; 
but  when  you  become  engaged  '  dans  le  travail  de  cabinet ' — 
when  you  must  devote  a  great  part  of  your  time  to  sedentary 
employment — you  will  grow  too  fat,  and  this  will  be  owing 
to  the  want  of  a  free  circulation  of  blood."  And  so,  said 
Montholon,  it  proved  ; — from  the  time  of  his  being  made 
First  Consul,  but  particularly  after  he  became  Emperor,  he 
rapidly  increased  in  corpulency  :  his  blood  flowed  in  so  slug- 
gish a  manner  now,  that  sometimes  his  pulse  could  scarcely 
be  felt  even  in  the  arteries,  and  it  produced  an  icy  coldness  in 
the  extremities.  Dr.  Antommarchi  had  found  out  for  some 
time  a  remedy  for  the  coldness  in  his  lower  limbs,  but  it  had 
returned  within  the  last  two  or  three  days,  and  reached  half- 
way up  above  the  knees.  In  order  to  restore  the  circulation 
he  was  obliged  to  use  hot  towels  and  flannels,  heated  to  such 
a  degree  that  his  attendants  could  scarcely  even  touch  them, 
and  yet  he  himself  scarcely  felt  them,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  application  of  six;  or  seven  of  these  that  the  usual  degree 
of  circulation  was  re-established.  It  was  this  slow  circula- 
tion of  blood,  said  Montholon,  which  made  him  so  calm. 
His  indifference  and  apathy  to  every  thing  had  now  become 
so  great  that  the  newspapers,  the  late  publications,  and  books 
Vol.  II.— G 


146  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  Chap.  XXIX. 

recently  arrived,  which  would  some  time  ago  have  proved  so 
interesting  to  him,  scarcely  attracted  a  moment's  attention. 
He  had  also  been  losing  his  memoiy  for  the  last  twelve 
months. 

As  the  Governor  was  taking  leave  he  renewed  an  offer  he 
had  previously  made  of  sending  any  thing  from  Plantation 
House  which  he  thought  Bonaparte  might  feel  inclined  to 
take.  For  this  the  Count  gratefully  returned  his  thanks, 
saying,  "  I  am  perfectly  sensible  of  your  obliging  offer,  and 
fully  persuaded  of  the  attention  you  are  disposed  to  manifest 
on  this  occasion." 

On  the  18th  of  March  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Lord 
Bathurst  and  said — 

"  I  yesterday  heard  of  an  extraordinary  way  in  which 
General  Bonaparte  has  of  late  contrived  to  take  riding  exer- 
cise within  doors,  mounted  on  a  species  of  hobby.  It  ap- 
pears that  in  his  bilhard-room,  which  has  remained  closed 
for  some  time  to  all  English  persons,  there  is  a  beam  fixed  in 
such  way  as  to  admit  of  another  being  suspended  in  balance 
across  it,  at  one  extremity  of  which  a  weight  is  placed  equal 
to  that  of  General  Bonaparte's  person,  and  at  the  other  end 
a  saddle.  This  saddle  General  Bonaparte  mounts,  and  raises 
himself  up  and  down  by  the  movement  of  his  feet  in  touching 
the  ground  at  his  pleasure.  The  person  who  gave  this  inform- 
ation is  Mr.  Darling,  the  upholsterer  in  attendance  at  Long- 
wood,  and  to  whose  admission  to  any  part  of  the  house  there 
has  rarely  been  any  objection  made.  He  had  heard  of  this 
contrivance  from  a  Chinese  mechanic  employed  about  the 
house,  and  made  an  effort  to  get  into  the  billiard-room,  but 
could  not  succeed.  There  is  still  room  therefore  for  some 
doubt  regarding  the  description,  but  I  give  it  as  it  has  been 
related  to  me  in  the  first  instance." 

In  another  dispatch  of  the  24th  Sir  Hudson  wrote — 

"  The  Marquis  de  Montchenu  showed  to  me  a  few  days 
since  part  of  a  letter  he  was  writing,  giving  an  account  of 
Count  Montholon's  last  conversation  with  him,  wherein, 
speaking  of  the  conspiracy  which  had  been  detected  last  year, 
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he  observed  it  was  General  Bonaparte's  opinion,  the  object 
of  the  conspirators,  if  they  had  succeeded  in  their  attempt 
against  the  Bourbons,  would  have  been  to  call  either  Eugene 
Beauharnois  or  his  (Bonaparte's)  son  to  the  throne  of  France. 
He  thought  Eugene  however  the  least  likely,  as  it  was  known 
he  possessed  a  certain  firmness  of  character,  and  would  en- 
deavor to  maintain  the  position  in  which  he  might  he  placed. 
His  son,  therefore,  he  believed,  would  have  been  fixed  upon, 
because  this  would  have  afforded  the  opportunity  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  regency,  and  he  could  almost  name  those  persons 
who  were  likely  to  have  composed  it.  They  would  unite  their 
efforts  together  to  bring  about  the  regime  of  1793.  It  would 
then  be  found  there  was  no  occasion  for  a  king,  '  et  puis  on 
assassinera  monjils.'  " 

In  addition  to  his  mortal  malady,  Bonaparte  had  for  several 
days  this  month  a  sharp  attack  of  fever,  and  on  the  24th 
Captain  Lutyens  reported  that  Count  Montholon  had  told  him 
that  he  had  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  persuade  the  in- 
valid to  see  Dr.  Arnott.  He  had  even  gone  on  his  knees  to 
him  on  the  subject,  but  Napoleon  replied,   "  No  !  No  I" 

Dr.  Arnott,  however,  went  the  next  day  to  Longwbod,  but 
could  not  see  either  Bonaparte  or  Dr.  Antommarchi.  He 
had  only  an  interview  with  Count  Montholon,  who  told  him 
that  Antommarchi  called  the  disease  a  gastric  intermittent 
fever. 

On  the  28th  the  orderly  oflScer  reported  that  Madame  Ber- 
trand  informed  him  that  since  the  fever  came  on  again  that 
morning  Bonaparte  had  refused  to  take  any  medicine  from 
the  doctor,  and  said  he  would  not  take  any  more  ;  he  would 
leave  his  illness  to  nature,  and  he  made  the  priest  Vignali 
feel  his  pulse,  "  which  she  thought  perfect  madness." 

As  several  days  had  elapsed  since  the  orderly  officer  had 
seen  Bonaparte,  it  became  necessaiy  to  take  steps  for  accom- 
plishing this  object,  as  to  which  the  Governor's  positive  in- 
structions from  the  English  Government  left  him  no  discre- 
tion. And  it  was  obviously  right  that  he  should  not  content 
himself  merely  with  the  assertions  of  the  foreign  attendants 
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at  Longwood,  after  having  been  so  often  deceived  by  them  in 
many  ways.  Sir  Thomas  Reade  therefore  wrote  on  the  29th 
to  Captain  Lutyens  a  letter  by  order  of  the  Governor,  in 
which  he  said — 

"  If  General  Bonaparte  is  really  so  ill  as  Dr.  Antommarchi 
and  Count  Montholon  have  represented  him  to  be,  it  is  an 
act  of  humanity  on  their  part  to  insist  upon  calling  in  other 
medical  advice  ;  and  it  will  be  regarded  as  a  criminal  neg- 
lect at  the  same  time  on  the  part  of  his  medical  adviser, 
while  he  is  represented  to  be  in  such  danger,  to  delay  calling 
in  other  medical  assistance  to  him  until  to-morroiv. 

"  It  is  your  duty  to  insist,  after  what  has  been  said  to  you 
of  General  Bonaparte's  illness,  upon  having  an  opportunity 
afforded  to  you  of  seeing  him,  if  an  English  medical  person  is 
not  admitted  to  him." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  himself  called  on  Count  Montholon  the 
next  day,  and  had  a  long  conversation  with  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  told  him  that  it  had  now  become  necessary  there 
should  be  no  further  delay  on  his  part  in  performing  his  duty  ; 
and  therefore,  if  either  the  orderly  officer  or  a  British  medical 
officer,  was  not  allowed  an  early  opportunity  of  seeing  Bona- 
parte, he  was  determined  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would 
enable  him  to  obtain  the  requisite  information  with  regard  to 
his  presence.  He  said  he  should  regret  exceedingly  being 
compelled  to  have  recourse  to  any  measure  of  coercion,  but 
he  was  resolved  no  longer  to  postpone  obtaining  proof  of  his 
presence.  He  had  abstained  from  pressing  the  point  until  he 
had  fully  made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject,  but,  having  done 
so,  he  had  called  upon  the  Count  for  the  purpose  of  making 
known  to  him  in  the  most  formal  and  official  manner  his  final 
decision,  but  it  would  give  him  infinite  pleasure  if  he  could 
attain  his  object  without  having  recourse  to  disagreeable 
means. 

Sir  Hudson  then  left,  but  again  returned  in  the  afternoon, 
and  stated  that  the  India  ships  were  waiting  for  a  signal  from 
him  before  they  sailed,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  that 
Bonaparte  should  be  seen,  in  order  that  the  signal  might  be 
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made  for  their  departure,  and  Dr.  Arnott  was  then  waiting  in 
attendance  at  Longwood.  Count  Montholon  said  this  was  a 
thing  which  could  not  be  done  in  an  hour  ;  it  was  necessary 
to  combine  some  plan  to  endeavor  if  possible  to  persuade  Bo- 
naparte to  see  Dr.  Arnott ;  it  was  impossible  he  could  at  once 
go  into  his  room  and  abruptly  deliver  to  him  the  communica- 
tion made  by  the  Governor.  In  order  to  devise  some  means 
of  effecting  it,  he  had,  immediately  after  the  Governor  quit- 
ted him  in  the  morning,  gone  down  to  Count  Bertrand  to  con- 
fer with  him  on  the  subject,  and  they  had  agreed  to  unite 
their  efforts,  and  use  all  the  arguments  they  could  possibly 
urge,  to  induce  Bonaparte  to  admit  a  British  medical  officer 
to  see  him.  He  therefore  trusted  the  Governor  would  not  press 
the  matter  at  present,  but  would  give  them  the  whole  day  ; 
and  it  was  only  four-and-twenty  hours  longer  he  asked  for. 
The  Governor  replied  that,  although  he  had  already  detained 
the  ships  one  day,  he  would  take  upon  himself  to  detain  them 
till  the  next  morning,  and  would  not  therefore  insist  upon 
carrying  it  into  effect  that  day,  but  he  would  not  postpone  it 
further  ;  the  ships  must  sail  to-morrow. 

After  some  further  conversation  Sir  Hudson  asked  why  the 
orderly  officer  could  not  have  a  view  of  Napoleon  through  his 
windows,  or  why  he  could  not  be  taken  to  the  door  of  his 
room  ?  The  Count  replied  that  it  would  be  of  no  use,  as  the 
bed  was  so  low,  and  in  such  a  situation,  that  it  could  not  be 
seen  from  the  windows  ;  and  as  for  going  to  the  door,  it  would 
be  of  no  avail,  for  the  room  was  constantly  kept  so  dark 
during  the  day  as  well  as  night,  that  Napoleon  could  not 
be  seen  without  a  light,  and  he  would  only  allow  a  lantern 
cased  in  paper  to  be  brought  into  his  room,  giving  just  suffi- 
cient light  to  distinguish  him  at  the  side  of  the  bed ;  the 
light  being  so  painful  to  his  eyes  that  he  could  not  bear  it. 

The  firmness  of  the  Governor  had  the  desired  effect  and  in 
his  report  next  day  the  orderly  officer  stated — 

"  I  was  waiting  for  Count  Montholon  to  get  up  this  morn- 
ing, when  he  sent  for  me  before  he  was  dressed.  He  told 
me  he  had  been  endeavoring  to  fix  upon  some  plan  to  enable 
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me  to  have  a  view  of  General  Bonaparte,  and  that  he  had 
last  night  consulted  with  Marchand,  and  they  had  agreed  that, 
if  I  appeared  in  the  garden  in  front  of  the  bedchambers,  they 
would,  if  possible,  cause  me  to  see  him,  by  means  of  leaving 
the  blinds  a  little  open.  I  accordingly  repaired  to  the  garden, 
when  Count  Montholon,  who  was  in  the  act  of  shutting  the 
bedroom  Venetians,  came  out  to  me,  and  told  me  to  look 
through  a  window,  the  Venetian  and  curtain  of  which  he  had 
purposely  left  a  little  open  ;  he  observed  to  me  that  General 
Bonaparte  was  then  actually  being  assisted  from  one  bed  to  the 
other.  1  looked  as  he  desired,  and  perceived  General  Bonaparte, 
leaning  on  Dr.  Antommarchi,  come  from  the  inside  I'oom,  and 
heard  him  get  into  the  bed  of  the  room  in  which  I  looked." 

A  further  and  still  more  important  point  was  now  gained 
in  the  consent  of  Napoleon  to  see  Dr.  Arnott.  Count  Montho- 
lon told  the  latter  that  Bonaparte  wished  him  to  attend  pro- 
fessionally, on  condition  that  he  would  treat  him  in  every  re- 
spect as  he  would  any  other  patient.  Dr.  Arnott  replied  that 
he  would  not  treat  him  in  any  other  manner,  such  being  the 
known  wish  of  the  Governor.  When  this  was  communicated 
to  Sir  Hudson  Lows  he  immediately  expressed  his  approval, 
and  informed  Dr.  Arnott  that,  with  respect  to  giving  bulletins, 
none  would  be  required  by  him,  unless  under  circumstances 
which  could  not  then  be  well  foreseen.  If,  however,  they 
were  called  for,  information  would  be  given  of  it. 

Dr.  Arnott  was  admitted  to  Napoleon's  bedside  for  the  first 
time  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  April.  He  had  been  dining 
with  the  orderly  officer,  and  at  half  past  ten  Dr.  Antommarchi 
came  in  and  asked  him  to  visit  Bonaparte.  Dr.  Arnott  says, 
"  I  went  with  him,  and  I  was  walked  into  a  dark  room 
where  General  Bonaparte  was  in  bed.  The  room  was  dark, 
so  that  I  could  not  see  him,  but  I  felt  him  or  some  one  else. 
I  examined  his  pulse  and  state  of  skin.  I  perceived  there  was 
considerable  debihty,  but  nothing  that  indicated  immediate 
danger. 

Knowing  as  we  do  now  the  dreadful  malady  which  was 
wasting  the  illustrious  exile  away,  and  the  imminent  danger 
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in  which  he  at  this  time  was,  it  is  certainly  strange  that  Dr. 
Arnott  did  not  for  some  time  entertain  apprehensions  of  a  fatal 
result.  On  the  6th  of  April  we  find  Sir  Thomas  Reade  say- 
ing in  a  letter  to  the  Governor — "  Dr.  Arnott  informed  me  that 
he  had  never  found  him,  during  any  of  his  visits,  in  the  state 
in  which  he  had  been  described  by  Dr.  Antomrnarchi.  From 
what  I  could  learn  generally,  out  of  Dr.  Arnott's  conversation, 
he  appears  to  think  that  General  Bonaparte  is  not  afl'ected 
with  any  serious  complaint,  probably  more  mental  than  any 
other.  Count  Bertrand  had  asked  him  his  opinion  of  General 
Bonaparte  :  he  told  him  that  he  saw  no  danger  whatever. 
During  his  visit  this  morning  he  recommended  General  Bona- 
parte to  rise  and  get  shaved.  He  replied  he  was  too  weak  at 
present,  that  he  would  shave  when  he  was  a  little  stronger. 
He  always  preferred  shaving  himself.  His  beard  is  very  long, 
and  Dr.  Arnott  describes  his  looks  in  consequence  to  be  hor- 
rible. I  inquired  if  he  appeared  much  emaciated?  His  reply 
was  in  these  words  :  '  No  ;  I  feel  his  pulse  frequently,  and  he 
has  as  stout  a  wrist,  with  as  much  flesh  upon  his  arm,  as  I 
have,  neither  does  his  face  appear  to  have  fallen  away  much. 
I  see  nothing  very  particular  in  his  appearance  except  his 
color,  which  is  very  pallid — cadaverous.  I  saw  him  vomit 
this  morning,  which  is  the  only  extraordinary  thing  I  have 
observed;  he  did  not,  however,  vomit  much'  " 

But  still  more  strange  was  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Antomrnar- 
chi. He  did  not  disguise  his  opinion  that  Napoleon  was  in 
a  precarious  state,  and  yet  at  this  very  time  he  applied  for 
leave  to  return  to  Europe.  On  the  9th  of  April  he  called  at 
Plantation  House,  and,  finding  that  the  Governor  was  not  at 
home,  he  told  Major  Gorrequer  that  he  had  come  for  the  pur- 
pose of  speaking  to  him  upon  a  subject  personal  to  himself 
As  he  found  it  impossible  to  afibrd  the  aids  of  his  profession 
at  Longwood,  he  had  determined  to  apply  for  permission  to 
return  to  Europe.  Major  Gorrequer  offered  to  accompany 
him  to  James  Town,  where  he  could  see  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
and  they  went  together.  On  the  road  the  doctor  observed, 
that  on  engaging  to  come  out  to  St.  Helena  he  had  hoped  to 
render  some  service.    K,  therefore,  he  had  been  able  to  afford 
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his  professional  assistance,  he  would  most  willingly  have  staid 
so  long  as  he  was  useful ;  but  as  he  found  that  he  was  of 
no  use  he  felt  most  anxious  to  return  to  Europe  ;  he  would 
there  resume  his  literary  and  professional  studies,  and  com- 
plete the  work  he  was  then  occupied  in  publishing,  which 
could  not  be  so  well  done  during  his  absence  as  if  he  himself 
were  superintending  the  publication,  particularly  the  execu- 
tion of  the  engravings.  The  book,  he  said,  was  a  valuable 
one,  and  would  form  his  whole  patrimony,  for  whatever  the 
sale  of  it  produced  was  all  he  had  to  depend  upon. 

On  arriving  at  the  Castle  in  James  Town,  Dr.  Antommar- 
chi  told  the  Governor  that,  finding  his  assistance  was  of  no 
use  at  Longwood,  he  had  waited  upon  him  to  request  permis- 
sion to  return  to  Europe.  The  Governor  replied,  that  it  was  a 
request  that  required  deliberation  on  his  part ;  he  regretted  to 
find  that  at  this  particular  moment,  when  so  much  benefit 
was  to  be  expected  from  the  joint  advice  of  himself  and  Dr. 
Arnott,  he  should  have  decided  on  making  such  a  demand. 
Antommarchi  declared  that  no  feeling  whatever  toward  Dr. 
Arnott  had  influenced  him  in  making  this  request :  they  act- 
ed in  the  oompletest  accord,  and  concurred  fully  on  every 
point.  Dr.  Arnott  was  an  upright  man,  and  he  hoped  he 
himself  was  so  likewise,  but,  as  he  found  himself  of  no  use, 
his  continuance  at  Longwood  could  be  of  no  advantage.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  unpleasantness  of  his  situation,  on  ac- 
count of  the  temper  of  Bonaparte,  and  the  services  required 
of  him,  more  like  the  attendance  of  a  menial,  assigning  this 
also  as  a  motive  for  wishing  to  return  to  Europe,  "  e  di  scio- 
gliere  il  nodo  de'  legami."  The  Governor  replied,  "  But  Sig- 
ner Professor,  it  is  necessary  always  to  consider  the  tempera- 
ment of  the  patient  (il  genio  della  persona)  and  circumstances 
of  the  case." 

Dr.  Antommarchi  said  that,  placed  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  felt  himself  there,  it  was  best  for  him  to 
return  home,  to  attend  to  his  own  personal  affairs,  to  pursue 
his  literary  occupations,  and  complete  the  work  he  had  un- 
dertaken, which  he  was  very  desirous  of  doing.  He  therefore 
begged  that  the  Governor  would  permit  him,  as  soon  as  con- 
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venient,  to  leave  the  island.  The  only  answer  given  by  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  was,  that  it  was  a  demand  of  a  nature  that 
required  deliberation,  and  that  he  must  refer  it  to  England. 

An  incident  occurred  on  the  14th  which  might  we  think, 
have  been  treated  differently  by  the  Governor,  and  with  re- 
spect to  which  he  seems  to  have  acted  under  an  overstrained 
sense  of  duty.  Dr.  Amott  had  pressed  his  refractory  patient 
very  strongly  to  take  some  medicine,  on  which  Napoleon 
good-humoredly  said  that  he  must  not  urge  him  to  do  a 
thing  in  the  same  manner  as  he  would  one  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  20th  (Dr.  Arnott's)  regiment,  and  immediately  afterward 
he  began  to  praise  the  British  soldiers,  and  said  he  would 
send  the  officers  of  the  20th  Coxe's  "  Life  of  Marlborough," 
which  had  been  presented  to  him  by  the  Hon.  Robert  Spen- 
cer. The  volumes  were  accordingly  sent  to  the  orderly  offi- 
cer's room,  and  Dr.  Amott  explained  the  object  of  the  donor. 
Captain  Lutyens  forwarded  to  Major  Jackson,  the  command- 
ing officer,  the  books,  in  which  it  unfortunately  happened 
that  the  imperial  title  was  written.  Napoleon  asked  Dr.  Ar- 
nott  how  the  officers  liked  the  books,  but  something  diverted 
his  attention  and  no  answer  was  given. 

When  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  heard  of  the  circumstance  the  next 
day  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Amott  and  said — "  Captain  Lutyens  has 
mentioned  you  have  been  again  spoken  to  regarding  the  books, 
but  that,  something  occurring  in  the  room  at  the  time,  you 
were  enabled  to  avoid  making  any  reply.  This  is  so  far  well, 
as  the  attempt  to  make  you  the  channel  of  communication  in 
such  matters,  they  well  know,  is  foreign  to  your  professional 
duties,  and  it  will  probably,  therefore,  not  have  been  made 
without  some  ulterior  design  in  view." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  having  left  the  option  of  accepting  or 
rejecting  the  books  to  the  commanding  officer.  Major  Jack- 
son wrote  to  Captain  Lutyens,  with  the  knowledge  and  full 
approval  of  the  Governor  the  following  note  : 

"  Sm — Having  seen  the  book  which  was  left  in  your  room, 
and  heard  what  has  been  said  to  Dr.  Amott  regarding  it,  I 
reiilly  do  not  see  how  you  can  with  propriety,  as  a  captain  of 

Q* 
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the  20th  regiment,  undertake  to  forward,  as  a  present  from 
General  Bonaparte  to  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  whether 
through  me  as  the  commanding  officer  of  it  or  through  any 
other  channel,  a  book  which  bears  the  imperial  name  on  the 
title-page.  It  does  not  appear,  besides,  that  the  Governor 
has  been  either  written  to  or  sjjoken  to  regarding  it.  You 
ought,  therefore,  to  take  an  opportunity  of  explaining  to 
Count  Montholon  the  delicacy  of  your  situation  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  ask  him  to  be  permitted  to  leave  the  book  with 
him  (as  it  does  not  appear  you  are  acquainted  by  whom  it 
was  left  in  your  room)  for  the  above  reasons.     I  am  &c. 

"E.  Jackson,  Major  20th  Regiment." 

At  this  letter  Captain  Lutyens  unwisely  and  unnecessarily 
took  offense,  and  he  informed  Major  Jackson  that  "  he  con- 
ceived he  had  no  authority  to  act  in  regard  to  his  conduct  at 
Longwood  from  his  orders."  The  result  was  that  he  was 
superseded  in  his  duties  as  orderly  officer  at  Longwood,  and 
Captain  Crokat  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

I  can  not  help  thinking  that  Napoleon's  kindly-meant  pre- 
sent might,  under  all  the  circumstances,  have  been  accepted, 
notwithstanding  the  style  of  Emperor  was  inscribed  in  the 
volumes.  He  did  not  send  them  as  coming  from  "  the  Em- 
peror," nor  write  the  objectionable  title  in  them  ;  nor  was 
there  much  likelihood  of  a  British  regiment  being  seduced 
from  its  allegiance  by  adding  to  its  library  a  few  books,  the 
gift  of  Napoleon.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  heard  of 
the  fate  of  his  present ;  but  if  he  had  there  is  no  doubt  that 
he  would  have  felt  what  had  happened  as  a  deliberate  insult. 

On  quitting  Longwood  Captain  Lutyens  was  addressed  by 
Count  Montholon,  who  said,  "  I  have  been  desired  by  Napo- 
leon to  express  to  you  his  satisfaction  at  the  attention  which 
has  been  paid  by  you  during  your  residence  at  Longwood  ; 
and  am  further  requested  to  say  that  he  hopes,  if  he  recovers 
his  health,  he  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you."' 

'  Captain  Lutyens  gave  so  much  satisfaction  to  the  French  at  Long- 
wood,  that  after  Bonaparte's  death  the  Countess  Bertrand  sent  him  a 
piece  of  coral,  with  some  of  Napoleon's  hair. 


April,  1S21.        INCREASE  OF  HIS  MAXABY.  155 

On  the  16th  Dr.  Arnott  reported  to  the  Governor  that  Bo- 
naparte was  not  so  well ;  there  appeared  much  prostration  of 
strength,  and  his  niind  was  much  agitated.  He  told  the  doc- 
tor that  he  had  lost  all  hopes  of  recovery,  and  any  thing  he 
oould  do  would  be  only  palliative.  Count  Montholon  also  said 
to  the  orderly  officer  that  he  did  not  think  Bonaparte  would 
sm-vive  more  than  three  or  four  weeks.  He  added  that  his 
strength  appeared  to  have  gone  from  his  body  to  his  head  ;  he 
now  recollected  every  thing  of  former  days  ;  the  stupor  and 
forgetfulness  had  left  him,  and  he  was  continually  talking  of 
what  would  take  place  at  his  death. 

On  the  28th  the  Governor  wrote  to  Admiral  Lambert  and 
told  him  that  Dr.  Arnott  had  that  morning  informed  him  that 
Bonaparte  had  become  considerably  worse  than  he  had  ever 
seen  him  before,  in  consequence  of  repeated  attacks  of  vomit- 
ing, and  that  his  disorder  bore  a  very  serious  aspect.  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  inclosed  a  copy  of  a  note  he  had  addressed  to 
Count  Montholon,  in  which  he  offered  the  instant  attendance 
of  any  medical  person  on  the  island,  and  told  him  that  he  had 
before  offered  the  services  of  Dr.  Shovtt,  Physician  to  the 
Forces,  and  was  sure  that  Admiral  Lambert  was  equally 
ready  to  order  the  attendance  of  the  principal  medical  officer 
of  the  navy  ;  but  should  the  services  of  any  other  medical 
men  be  required,  their  attendance  would  be  immediately 
directed. 

Next  day  Captain  Crokat  reported  that,  according  to  the 
statement  of  Count  Montholon,  Bonaparte  had  passed  a  very 
bad  night  and  could  not  rest ;  he  was  constantly  talking  and 
quite  delirious,  and  remained  in  that  state  until  about  7  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  he  fell  into  a  sound  sleep. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

DEATH    or    NAPOLEON HIS    FUNERAL HIS    CHARACTER     AND 

CONDUCT    AT    ST.    HELENA. 

At  midnight  of  the  30th  of  AprU  Bonaparte  was  suddenly 
seized  with  chilliness,  and  became  as  cold  as  ice.  His  pulse 
was  not  perceptible,  and  he  appeared  as  if  he  was  being  suffo- 
cated. In  fact  Dr.  Antommarchi  was  sent  for  and  thought 
he  was  dying.  Dr.  Arnott  was  sent  for,  and  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  his  bed-side,  but  found  him  recovered  from  the  at- 
tack, and  in  the  same  state  as  he  had  left  him  in  the  evening. 
His  pulse  was  rather  high,  but  it  had  been  the  same  at  half- 
past  six,  when  Dr.  Arnott  had  last  seen  him.  The  fits  of 
vomiting  ■yirere,  however,  less  frequent,  Count  Montholon 
told  Dr.  Arnott  that  he  had  communicated  the  Governor's 
letter  offering  other  medical  advice  to  Bonaparte,  who  replied, 
"  Ho  !  I  know  I  am  dying — I  have  confidence  in  the  people 
already  about  me,  and  I  do  not  wish  others  to  be  called  in." 
Dr.  Arnott  now  thought  the  case  very  alarming,  especially 
owing  to  Bonaparte's  refusal  to  take  either  food  or  medicine. 
He  had  pulled  off"  the  blister  which  had  been  applied  to  his 
stomach,  before  it  could  produce  any  material  effect ;  and  he 
had  a  fit  of  hiccoughing  during  the  night,  which  lasted  about 
ten  minutes. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  May  Dr.  Arnott  reported,  "  I 
can  perceive  no  change  in  General  Bonaparte  since  morning. 
He  continues  very  low,  and  his  strength  is  much  sunk.  1 
think  he  rather  raves  more  than  he  did  in  the  morning.  He 
has  called  me  Stokoe  sometimes.  I  have  been  here  all  day." 
As  Drs.  Arnott  and  Antommarchi  differed  in  opinoin  as  to  a 
particular  mode  of  treatment,  to  which,  however,  the  objection 
of  the  latter  was  founded  solely  upon  the  disinclination  of  the 
patient  to  being  disturbed,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  made  a  last 
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effort  to  induce  the  dying  Exile  to  have  additional  medical 
advice,  and  on  Thursday  the  3d  of  May  he  called  on  Count 
Montholon,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Amott  and  Major  Gorrequer, 
and  said  that,  when  there  was  a  difTerence  of  opinion,  it  must 
be  satisfactory  to  Antommarchi,  and  relieve  him  from  a  great 
deal  of  responsibihty,  to  have  the  advice  of  other  medical 
men;  and  in  this  case,  where  life  or  death  was  in  question, 
he  hoped  the  Count  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  have  recourse 
to  it. 

Count  Montholon  replied  he  had  that  instant  been  consult- 
ing on  that  very  point  with  Count  Bertrand,  and  they  had 
agreed  that,  as  soon  as  ever  Bonaparte  fell  into  a  state  of  un- 
consciousness, they  would  immediately  apply  for  further  assist- 
ance, but  at  that  moment  they  dared  not  venture  to  introduce- 
any  other  medical  man  into  his  room.  "  He  had  not,"  said 
Montholon,  "  lost  his  senses  sufficiently  for  that,  and  they 
feared  to  propose  it  to  him,  lest  it  should  produce  a  shock 
which  might  be  dangerous  in  his  present  state."  He  added 
that  he  beHeyed  even  Dr.  Amott  would  not  think  it  prudent 
to  have  recourse  at  that  moment  to  any  measure  of  such  a 
nature,  considering  the  weakness  of  the  patient.  Dr.  Amott 
appearing  to  assent  to  this  opinion,  the  Count  proceeded  to  saj' 
that  the  instant  it  was  perceived  that  Napoleon  had  lost  his 
reason  they  would  immediately  apply  for  the  aid  of  the  med- 
ical men  who  the  Governor  had  told  them  would  be  in  readi- 
ness. Sir  Hudson  Lowe  then  said  that  Drs.  Shortt  and 
Mitchell  were  ready  to  come  at  any  time,  but,  in  order  that 
there  might  be  no  delay,  he  would  cause  them  to  be  in  attend- 
ance on  the  spot.  He  also  mentioned  that  the  Admiral  had 
expressed  an  opinion  that  the  moment  Bonaparte  lost  his 
recollection  would  be  a  good  opportunity  for  the  other  medical 
men  to  see  him,  and  that  he  was  desirous  to  assist  by  sending 
the  chief  medical  officer  of  the  navy. 

The  Count  afterward  spoke  of  Bonaparte's  coUectcdness 
of  mind  at  one  time,  and  his  total  loss  of  sense  and  recollec- 
tion at  another,  and  said  that  he  persevered  in  rejecting  every 
thing  that  was  offered  to  him,  whether  medicine  or  nourish- 
ment.    He  always  shook  his  head,  saying,  "  Non,  non,"  in  a 
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grunting  tone.  Ho  added  that  he  had  repeatedly  endeavored 
to  make  him  consent  to  his  calling  in  other  medical  advice, 
which  the  Governor  offered,  and  on  these  occasions  Napoleon 
asked,  "  Mais  est-ce  queje  sids  mmirant?"  to  which  he  had 
replied  that,  although  he  was  not  absolutely  in  a  dangerous  , 
state,  it  was  a  necessary  precaution,  and  he  therefore  ought  to 
have  further  medical  aid ;  but  he  could  not  obtain  Bonaparte's 
assent.  His  mind,  said  Montholon  was  sometimes  so  deranged 
that  he  was  lost  to  every  thing ;  for  instance,  on  mentioning 
Dr.  Shortt's  name,  and  telling  him  that  he  was  Dr.  Baxter's 
successor,  Napoleon  asked,  with  much  surprise,  "  What,  is 
Dr.  Baxter  gone  ?  that  is  very  odd  I  I  never  knew  any  thing 
of  it  I  Why  was  it  not  mentioned  to  me  before  ?  What  was 
the  reason  of  his  going  away  ?"  To  this  the  Count  said  he 
answered  that  Dr.  Baxter  had  been  recalled,'  and  Dr.  Shortt 
had  come  out  in  his  place.  After  this  Napoleon  continued  for 
a  long  time  talking  about  Dr.  Baxter.  At  another  time  he 
inquired  who  was  the  medical  person  in  attendance  upon 
him,  and  on  Count  Montholon's  answering  "  Dr.  Antommar- 
ohi,"  he  repeated  the  name  as  if  surprised,  saying  he  did  not 
know  such  a  person,  and  asked,  "Who  is  this  Antommarchi? 
Is  it  not  O'Meara  who  continues  always  to  attend  me  ?"  He 
frequently  did  not  know  Dr.  Arnott,  and  called  him  Stokoe. 

Sometimes,  however,  continued  the  Count,  he  would  sud- 
denly be  roused  from  this  state — he  became  perfectly  com- 
posed, and  his  recollection  returned  ;  "  for  example,"  added 
Montholon,  "the  day  before  yesterday,  in  the  evening,  he  be- 
came all  at  once  calm,  and  desired  me  to  send  every  body 
out  of  the  room,  and  to  take  pen  and  paper  ;  he  then  dictated 
to  me  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Governor,  which  he  directed 
me  to  forward  the  moment  he  expired."  He  also  desired  that 
after  his  decease  the  Count  should  show  his  will  to  the  Gov- 
ernor if  he  wished  to  see  it,  and  let  him  take  a  copy  of  it  if  he 
liked. 

Speaking  of  the  shock  which  any  thing  unusual  or  unex- 
pected now  produced  on  Bonaparte,  Montholon  observed  that 
even  his  seeing  the  Countess  Bertrand  had  considerably  af- 
'  Dr.  Baxter  had  left  the  island  a  short  time  previously. 
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feoted  his  nerves ;  and  the  appearance  of  Bertrand  himself,  at 
hours  when  he  was  not  formerly  in  the  habit  of  attending 
upon  him,  made  an  impression  on  him.  When  he  saw  him 
he  called  out,  "  CommBnt  I  vous  voila  ici,  Bertrand?  que  vou- 
lez-vons?  qu'est-ce  qui  vous  amene  a  cette  heure?" 

Count  Montholon  also  mentioned  that,  about  three  or  four 
nights  before,  Bonaparte  had  moved  himself  down  toward  the 
foot  of  the  bed,  and  on  his  coming  into  the  room  he  found 
him  as  if  endeavoring  to  raise  himself  up.  On  his  trying  to 
assist  him,  he  complained  of  a  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  fell 
down.  His  eyes  turned  about  in  his  head  in  a  way  which 
alarmed  the  Count  very  much,  as  he  then  lost  his  recollec- 
tion. The  same  thing,  he  said,  happened  two  or  three  even- 
ings before,  when  he  was  assisting  him  to  sit  upon  his  bed, 
and  placing  pillows  against  his  back  to  support  him.  He  was 
no  sooner  seated  than  he  extended  his  arms,  and  fell  back 
with  bis  eyes  turning  in  his  head. 

The  Governor  expressed  himself  as  very  desirous  that  a 
trial  of  English  medical  science  should  be  made,  and  said  it 
would  not  be  doing  the  medical  officers  there  justice  if  they 
had  not  an  oppT)rtunity  afforded  them  of  seeing  what  their 
skill  and  experience  could  effect  in  the  case.  He  mentioned 
the  extraordinary  recovery  of  Captain  Meynell  of  the  navy, 
who  was  so  dangerously  ill  at  Plantation  House  that  he  was 
considered  at  the  last  extremity,  and  O'Meara,  who  had  been 
called  in,  had  pronounced  him  beyond  the  chance  of  recovery, 
but  notwithstanding,  through  the  skill  of  Drs.  Baxter  and 
Thompson, *E6  was  restored.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  then  said, 
"  In  short,  M.  le  Gomte,  I  am  strongly  desirous  that  English 
medical  science  should  at  all  events  have  the  chance  of  saving 
his  life." 

Between  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Dr.  An- 
tommarchi  came  to  Major  Gorrequer,  who  remained  at  Long- 
wood,  and  expressed  his  desire  to  have  a  consultation  in  his 
own  room  with  the  medical  persons  proposed.  He  said  that 
Bonaparte  was  dying,  and  he  thought  he  would  expire  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  though  he  might  yet  survive  a  little  longer. 
Major  Gorrequer  immediately  caused  a  signal  to  be  made  for 
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Drs.  Shortt  and  Mitchell  to  come  to  Longwood  instantly,  and 
soon  afterward  they  arrived  there. 

A  consultation  took  place  between  them  and  the  two  doc- 
tors Arnott  and  Antommarchi,  but  they  did  not  see  Napoleon. 
They,  however,  prescribed  some  medicine,  which  had  the 
desired  effect  and  afforded  temporary  relief,  but  it  was  all  in 
vain.  Napoleon's  mortal  hour  had  come,  and  no  effort  of 
human  skill  could  stay  the  hand  of  death. 

"While  anxious  to  give  all  the  details  respecting  the  last 
moments  of  this  extraordinary  man,  I  feel  that  there  are  some 
of  a  medical  nature  which  ought  not  to  be  made  public.  A 
knowledge  of  the  minutiae  of  illness  is  best  confined  to  the 
nurse  and  the  physician.  We  must  respect  the  sanctity  of  the 
sick  room,  and  throw  a  vail  over  the  infirmities  of  poor  suf- 
fering humanity.  Before  he  strikes  his  last  blow  the  King 
of  Terrors  tramples  upon  our  pride,  and  the  weakness  of  our 
mortal  nature  is  shown  at  the  deathbed  of  the  greatest  as 
well  as  of  the  meanest  of  the  children  of  men. 

A  faint  gleam  of  hope  appears  in  the  following  report  of 
Dr.  Arnott,  dated  "  Longwood,  4th  May,  9  o'clock  p.m.  :" — 
"  I  have  just  left  our  patient  fast  asleep.  He  appears  better 
than  he  was  two  hours  ago.  He  has  no  hiccough,  his  respira- 
tion is  easy,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  he  has  taken  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  nourishment  for  a  person  in  his  state." 

But  it  was  only  the  last  flicker  of  the  lamp  of  life.  During 
the  night  of  the  4th  a  fatal  change  took  place  ;  and  when  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  arrived  at  Longwood  early  in  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  the  5th  of  May,  he  found  the  following  note  written 
in  pencil  by  Dr.  Arnott,  and  addressed  to  tVie  orderly  officer : 

"  He  is  dying.  Montholon  prays  I  will  not  leave  the  bed- 
side.    He  wishes  I  should  see  him  breathe  his  last." 

This  was  followed  by  other  communications  from  Dr.  Arnott 
in  rapid  succession,  which  will  be  read  with  painful  interest. 

"  The  pulse  can  not  be  felt  at  the  wrist  now,  and  the  heat 
is  departing  from  the  surface.  But  he  may  hold  out  some 
hours  yet." 
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"  Re  is  worse.  The  respiration  is  become  more  hurried  and 
difficult." 

"  He  has  this  moment  expired." 

This  last  note  was  received  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  Napoleon  had  ceased  to  breathe  eleven 
minutes  before  that  hour.^ 

While  he  was  dying  a  violent  hurricane  swept  over  the  isl- 
and, which  shook  many  of  the  houses  to  their  foundations, 
and  tore  up  some  of  the  largest  trees.  As  the  tempest  raged 
and  howled,  it  seemed  as  if  the  spirit  of  the  storm  rode  upon 
the  blast  to  tell  the  world  that — 

*'  A  mighty  power  had  passed  away 
To  breathless  Nature's  dark  abyss." 

And  the  warring  elements  without  were  an  emblem  of  the 
thoughts  that  occupied  the  mind  of  the  expiring  Chief  They 
still  turned  to  the  strife  of  the  battle-field,  and  with  the  words 
Tete  d'Armee  on  his  lips  his  spirit  passed  away  for  ever  from 
dreams  of  earthly  conquest  to  meet  his  Creator  and  its  Judge. 

Dr.  Arnott  remained  in  the  room  with  the  body  during  the 
night  of  the  5th,  and  early  next  morning  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
accompanied  by  Rear-Admiral  Lambert,  the  Marquis  da 
Montchenu,  and  several  British  officers,  together  with  Mr. 
Brooke  and  Mr.  Greentree,  two  of  the  Members  of  Council  at 
St.  Helena,  proceeded  to  Longwood,  and  viewed  the  corpse  of 
Napoleon,  which  lay  with  its  face  uncovered.^     Afterward  an 

^  During  the  last  awful  moments  it  is  said  that  a  crucifix  was  placed 
upon  Napoleon's  pillow,  but  I  find  no  mention  of  the  fact  in  the  Lowe 
papers.     It  is  to  this  supposed  circumstance  that  Manzoni  alludes  in  the 
following  lines  of  his  magnificent  ode,  '  II  Cinque  Maggio  :' 
"  II  Dio  che  atterra  e  suscita, 
Che  afifanna  e  che  consola, 
Sulla  deserta  coltrice 
Accanto  a  lui  poso." 
°  On  the  same  day  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Lady  Holland  and  in- 
formed her  of  the  death  of  Napoleon.     He  said  in  his  letter,  "  The  com- 
passionate interest  which  your  Ladyship  has  so  constantly  and  in  so 
generous  a  manner  shown  toward  the  remarkable  person  who  had  been 
so  lonor  under  my  care,  imposes  it  as  a  duty  on  me  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  informing  you  that  he  breathed  his  last  yesterday  evening, 
about  ten  minutes  before  six  o'clock." 
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opportunity  was  afforded  to  various  other  persons — officers  of 
the  army  and  navy,  and  inhabitants  of  the  island — to  see  the 
body  as  it  lay  dressed  in  uniform  upon  the  bed. 

"Well,  gentlemen,"  said  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  Major  Gor- 
requer  and  Mr.  Henry  as  they  walked  together  before  the  door 
of  Plantation  House  conversing  on  the  character  of  the  de- 
ceased, "  he  was  England's  greatest  enemy,  and  mine  too  ; 
but  I  forgive  him  every  thing.  On  the  death  of  a  great  man 
like  him,  we  should  only  feel  deep  concern  and  regret. "^ 

In  the  afternoon  the  dissection  took  place  according  to  Na- 
poleon's own  wish,  who  was  anxious  that  his  son  might,  if 
possible,  be  saved  from  an  attack  of  the  same  malady.  The 
body  was  opened  by  Antoramarchi,  in  the  presence  of  Counts 
Montholon  and  Bertrand,  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  Major  Harrison, 
Captain  Crokat  (the  orderly  officer),  Drs.  Shortt,  Arnott,  Bur- 
ton, Mitchell,  Livingstone,  Rutledge,  and  Henry,  the  Abb6 
Vignali,  and  the  three  servants,  Marchand,  St.  Denis,  and 
Pierron  :  and  the  report  was  signed  by  Drs.  Shortt,  Arnott, 
Mitchell,  Burton  and  Livingstone. 

The  following  are  the  most  remarkable  appearances  that 
presented  themselves  at  the  autopsy  : 

On  a  superficial  view  the  body  appeared  to  be  very  fat, 
which  was  confirmed  on  the  first  incision.  The  fat  was  upward 
of  an  inch  thick  over  the  breast,  and  an  inch  and  a  half 
over  the  abdomen.  The  lungs  were  quite  sound.  The  heart 
was  of  the  natural  size  but  thickly  covered  with  fat.  Upon 
opening  the  abdomen  the  omentum  was  found  remarkably  fat, 
and  on  exposing  the  stomach  it  was  found  the  seat  of  extens- 
ive disease.  Strong  adhesions  connected  the  whole  upper 
surface,  particularly  about  the  pylorus  (or  pit  of  the  stomach), 
with  the  concave  surface  of  the  left  lobes  of  the  liver  ;  and  on 
separating  these  an  ulcer  was  discovered,  which  penetrated 
the  coats  of  the  stomach,  one  inch  from  the  pylorus,  sufficiently 
large  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  little  finger.  The  internal 
surface  of  the  stomach,  to  nearly  its  whole  extent,  was  a  mass 
of  cancerous  disease,  or  schirrous  portions  advancing  to  can- 

'  See  Henry's  "  Events  of  a  Military  Life,"  vol.  ii.  p.  80. 
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cer.  This  was  particularly  noticed  near  the  pylorus.  The  car- 
diac extremity  for  a  small  space  near  the  termination  of  the 
oesophagus  was  the  only  part  which  appeared  in  a  healthy 
state,  and  the  stomach  was  filled  with  a  large  quantity  of 
fluids  reseinhling  coffee-grounds. 

The  convex  surface  of  the  left  lohe  of  the  liver  adhered  to  the 
diaphragm,  and  the  liver  was  perhaps  a  little  larger  than  nat- 
ural. With  the  exception  of  the  adhesions  occasioned  by  the 
disease  in  the  stomach,  no  unhealthy  appearance  was  observed 
in  the  liver.  This  organ  was,  as  might  be  expected,  particu- 
larly examined,  and  the  moment  the  operator  took  it  out  Dr. 
Shortt  said  it  was  enlarged  ;  all  the  medical  men  present, 
however,  differed  from  him,  and  Dr.  Arnott  said  there  was 
nothing  extraordinary  in  the  appearance  of  the  liver  ;  it  might 
probably  be  a  large  one,  but  certainly  not  larger  than  the 
liver  of  any  man  of  the  same  age  and  size  as  Bonaparte.  But 
Dr.  Shortt  still  persisted  in  his  opinion  that  it  was  enlarged. 
Sir  Thomas  Reade  then  observed,  that  they  ought  all  to  be 
prepared  to  give  a  decided  opinion  as  to  the  real  state  of  the 
liver,  and  all  the  doctors  re-examined  it  and  reiterated  their 
former  opinions.  Dr.  Antommarchi  had  the  liver  in  his 
hand,  and,  having  taken  his  knife  and  out  it  open,  he  remarked, 
"It  is  good,  and  there  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  its  appear- 
ance, except  that  it  is  a  large  liver."  After  this  Sir  Thomas 
Reade  desired  Dr.  Shortt  to  give  directions  for  having  the 
body  closed,  when  Count  Montholon  came  and  took  Sir 
Thomas  aside,  saying  that  it  was  the  particular  wish  of  Bo- 
naparte that  his  heart  should  be  preserved  and  sent  to  his 
wife,  the  Archduchess  Maria  Louisa.  He  was  so  earnest  in 
his  request,  that  Sir  Thomas  Reade  consented  to  leave  the 
heart  separate  from  the  body  until  a  reference  could  be  made 
to  the  Governor.  It  was  accordingly  put  into  a  small  silver 
cup,  and  given  to  the  care  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Rutledge  of 
the  20th  regiment  who  was  ordered  to  remain  in  charge  of  the 
body. 

Sir  Thomas  Reade  says  in  his  report — "  The  medical 
gentlemen  immediately  and  unanimously  expressed  their  con- 
viction that  the  diseased  state  of  the  stomach  was  the  sole 
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cause  of  his  death.  The  stomach  was  taken  out  and  exhih- 
ited.  Two-thirds  of  it  appeared  in  a  shocking  state,  covered 
with  a  cancerous  substance." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  did  not  feel  authorized  to  give  up  the 
heart  to  Count  Montholon,  but  he  directed  that  it  should  be 
placed  in  the  coffin  separate  from  the  body,  which  was  em- 
balmed and  dressed  for  interment  in  the  uniform  of  a  colonel 
oi  chasseurs  of  the  old  guard.  Dr.  Rutledge  has  left  an  in- 
teresting memorandum  of  what  occurred  during  his  melan- 
choly watch.     He  says — 

"  The  heart  and  stomach,  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the 
body,  were  put  in  a  silver  vase  by  me,  and  I  was  directed  by 
Sir  Thomas  Reade,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor, 
not  to  lose  sight  of  either  the  body  or  the  vase,  to  take  care 
and  not  to  admit  of  the  cavities  being  opened  a  second  time 
for  the  purpose  of  the  removal  of  any  part  of  the  body,  and  not 
to  allow  the  contents  of  the  vase  to  be  disturbed  without  an 
order  from  him  to  that  effect.  This  was  in  consequence  of 
the  pressing  solicitations  of  Madame  Bertrand  to  be  allowed 
to  keep  the  heart,  and  to  take  it  away  with  her  when  leav- 
ing the  island. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Madame  Bertrand  informed 
me  that,  for  the  space  of  four  years  previous  to  Bonaparte's 
death,  he  had  complained  much  of  lancinating  pain  in  the 
part  affected,  although  his  general  health  did  not  appear 
to  be  much  impaired.  Digestion  was  carried  on  tolerably 
well  until  within  the  last  fifty  days,  from  which  time  he  had 
entertained  serious  apprehensions  of  his  situation  ;  that  she 
had  frequently  heard  him  say,  since  their  arrival  on  the 
island,  that  whenever  he  was  either  in  very  bad  spirits  or 
appeared  to  feel  himself  particularly  indisposed  he  feared  a 
disease  in  his  stomach,  and  that,  if  this  should  so  happen,  he 
knew  and  felt  convinced  that  he  could  not  recover ;  said  that 
it  was  a  disease  of  this  sort  that  his  father  as  well  as  some 
other  members  of  his  family  had  died  of,  and  that  it  was  a 
stomach  disease  (scirrhosis)  with  which  he  was  attacked ;  he 
knerw  that  he  was  out  of  the  reach  of  human  aid.     For  the 
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last  few  weeks  he  was  in  the  habit  of  lounging  a  good  deal 
on  a  sofa  in  the  dining-room,  and  when  the  family  were  at 
dinner  would  usually  take  a  bit  of  meat  under-done,  and  hav- 
ing chewed  it  would  swallow  the  juice  and  put  the  masti- 
cated meat  out  of  his  mouth.  Broths  and  jellies  were  his 
favorite  nutriments * 

"  7th.  Madame  Bertrand  and  Antommarchi  have  been  un- 
ceasing in  their  importunities  with  me  from  almost  the  mo- 
ment when  the  body,  &c.,  were  given  into  my  charge  yester- 
day ;  Madame  B.  trying  her  most  persuasive  powers  to  obtain 
the  heart ;  and  Antommarchi  absolutely  begging  of  me  to 
give  him  up  the  stomach,  in  order,  as  he  said,  that  he  might 
be  enabled  to  show  to  the  relatives  and  friends  of  Bonaparte 
that  his  death  was  caused  hy  an  incurable  comflaint,  and 
that  no  blame  could  be  attached  to  him  for  the  unsuccessful 
result  of  his  treatment. 

"Half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  placed  the 
heart  in  a  silver  vessel  which  1  had  prepared  for  the  purpose, 
and  having  filled  it  up  with  spirit  of  wine,  closed  the  opening 
by  placing  a  silver  shilling  (bearing  the  head  of  George  III. 
on  it)  over  the  open  part,  and,  having  soldered  it  down, 
placed  the  stomach  in  a  silver  pepper-box,  without  any  means 
of  preventing  the  putrefactive  process.  These,  together  with 
a  silver  dinner-plate,  knife,  fork,  and  spoon,  an  ewer,  twelve 
pieces  of  gold  and  three  pieces  of  silver  coins,  and  a  plate 
bearing  my  address,  as  being  the  last  British  officer  who  had 
ever  seen  him,  I  put  into  the  tin  case  wherein  the  body  had 
been  just  laid,  [and]  saw  the  lid  of  this  case  soldered  on,  and 
the  covering  of  a  wooden  case,  which  was  outside  the  tin 
one,  screwed  down,  and  all  placed  in  a  leaden  coffin,  the 
cover  of  which  I  saw  soldered  on  ;  sent  my  report  of  it  to 
Sir  Thomas  Reade,  as  he  had  directed,  and  thus  terminated 
my  part  of  that  duty.  I  afterward  accepted  the  invitation 
of  Count  Montholon  and  retired  with  the  family,  or,  I  should 
rather  have  said,  the  Longwood  party,  to  dinner,  the  whole 
period  of  which  there  was  scarcely  any  thing  else  spoken  of 
excepting  the  diseased  appearance  of  the  stomach,  each  per- 
son making  a  particular  observation  on  it,  and  all  agreeing 
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that  Bonaparte  had  been  for  a  long  time  preparing  (sic)  to 
expect  his  death  from  this  cause." 

So  far  from  the  liver  having  been  the  seat  of  the  disease 
and  the  cause  of  Napoleon's  death,  as  all  would  have  ex- 
pected who  gave  credence  to  the  statements  of  O'Meara,  it  is 
a  vefy  remarkable  fact  that  it  was  owing  to  that  organ  that 
life  was  preserved  so  long.  The  liver  acted  as  a  kind  of  cork 
or  stopper  to  the  opening  in  the  coat  of  the  stomach  formed 
by  the  ulcer,  and  prevented  the  escape  of  the  contents  of  the 
stomach,  which  must  have  caused  immediate  death.  This 
curious  circumstance  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Shortt  in  a  note  ad- 
dressed to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  the  8th  of  May.  He  said — 
"  Had  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  which  penetrated  the  coats  of  the 
stomach  near  the  pylorus  not  firmly  adhered  to  the  liver,  death 
would  have  taken  place  much  sooner,  as  part  of  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  would  have  escaped  into  the  abdomen." 

Dr.  Antommarchi,  however,  did  not  sign  the  report  on  the 
autopsy,  and  this  became  afterward  the  subject  of  invidious 
remark.  But  the  explanation  is  simply  this  :  Dr.  Shortt 
asked  him  to  add  his  signature,  as  they  were  all  unanimous 
in  opinion  ;  to  which  Antommarchi  replied  that  he  agreed 
perfectly  with  the  British  medical  officers,  but,  as  the  report 
was  written  in  a  language  which  he  did  not  understand, 
it  might  appear  strange  if  he  annexed  his  name  to  it.  Dr, 
Shortt  then  offered  to  translate  it  for  him  into  Italian,  and 
Dr.  Burton  made  the  same  offer  of  translating  it  into  French 
and  he  was  told  that,  as  Count  Bertrand  understood  English; 
he  might  satisfy  him  as  to  the  fidelity  of  the  translation.  Dr, 
Antommarchi  then  had  the  report  translated,  with  the  correct- 
ness of  which  he  was  satisfied  ;  but  on  asking  Bertrand's  ad- 
vice as  to  what  he  should  do,  the  Count  objected  to  Antom- 
marchi signing  it,  on  the  sole  ground  that  in  the  report  the 
deceased  was  not  styled  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and  he  would 
never  consent  that  any  attendant  of  Napoleon  should  sign  a 
document  in  which  he  was  not  recognized  by  the  imperial 
title. ^ 

'  The  above  account  is  taken  from  a  letter  from  Dr.  Burton  to  Mr. 
Goulbum,  dated  August  13,  1821. 
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The  real  reason  of  Bertrand's  objection  no  doubt  was,  the 
complete  contradiction  given  by  the  report  to  the  theory  that 
the  seat  of  disease  was  the  liver.  This  had  been  the  hy- 
pothesis of  O'Meara  and  Antommarchi  himself,  and  it  was 
one  which  conveniently  enabled  the  unscrupulous  partisans 
of  Napoleon  to  attribute  his  illness  and  death  to  the  influence 
of  the  climate  of  St.  Helena.  Antommarchi  in  his  book  took 
care  to  countenance  this  untruth.  He  says,  "  The  liver, 
which  was  affected  by  chronic  hepatitis,  closely  adhered  by 
its  convex  surface  to  the  diaphragm  ;  the  adhesion  occupied 
the  whole  extent  of  that  organ,  and  was  strong,  cellular,  and 
of  long  existence." 

It  is  however  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  prove  that  the 
French  officers  who  were  the  companions  of  Napoleon  in  his 
exile  were  entirely  convinced  that  cancer  of  the  stomach  was 
the  sole  cause  of  his  death.  So  anxious  was  Madame  Ber- 
trand  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  disease,  that  she  placed 
her  finger  in  the  cavity  eaten  out  by  the  ulcer,  and  Count 
Bertrand,  in  two  letters  written  by  him  on  the  6th  of  May, 
the  one  to  his  brother,  and  the  other  to  Cardinal  Fesch,  ex- 
plicitly stated  this  without  the  slightest  reserve  or  qualifi- 
cation.^  And  Count  Montholon  also  expressed  the  same 
opinion.  Indeed,  the  case  does  not  admit  of  a  shadow  of 
doubt  ;  nor  would  it  have  been  necessary  to  confirm  what  is 
as  clear  as  noonday  were  it  not  for  the  inveterate  misrepre- 
sentation which  has  distorted  almost  every  thing  connected 
with  Napoleon's  captivity. 

Mr.  Henry,  who  assisted  at  the  dissection  of  the  corpse, 
says  that  the  face  had  a  remarkably  placid  expression,  and 
indicated  mildness  and  sweetness  of  disposition.  Those  who 
gazed  on  the  features,  as  they  lay  in  the  still  repose  of  death, 
could  not  help  exclaiming,  "  How  beautiful  I"  The  head 
was  so  large  as  to  be  disproportioned  to  the  rest  of  the  body 


'  "  II  paraJt  qu'il  est  mort  de  la  meme  maladie  que  son  p^re,  d'un 
squirre  au  pilor  ;  dans  les  derniers  tems  de  sa  longue  maladie  il  en 
avait  Boupi;onne  la  cause." — Extract  of  letter  from  Count  Bertrand  to 
Cardinal  Fesch. 
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and  the  forehead  was  very  broad  and  full.'  The  skin  was 
particularly  white  and  delicate,  and,  notwithstanding  the  ac- 
cumulation of  external  fat,  the  whole  frame  was  slender  and 
effeminate.  There  was  scarcely  any  hair  on  the  body,  and 
that  of  the  head  was  thin,  fine,  and  silky.  On  the  left  leg, 
near  the  ankle,  was  a  scar,  which  appeared  to  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  a  wound. 

When  the  coffin  was  finally  closed  it  was  placed  upon  the 
bed,  and  mass  was  performed  in  the  room.^ 

On  the  9th  of  May  the  funeral  took  place.  After  a  funer- 
al service  had  been  read  over  the  corpse  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  in  a  small  chapel  fitted  up 
for  the  occasion  at  Longwood,  it  was  carried  by  a  party  of 
grenadiers  of  the  regiment  which  had  last  done  duty  in  guard- 
ing Napoleon  to  a  funeral  car  drawn  by  four  of  his  own  car- 
riage horses.  The  horse  he  usually  rode  followed  in  the  rear 
fully  caparisoned.  His  sword,  and  a  mantle  which  he  had 
worn  at  the  battle  of  Marengo,  were  placed  on  the  coffin. 
The  funeral  car  was  followed  by  the  persons  who  composed 
his  family  at  St.  Helena  as  chief  mourners,  and  by  the  prin- 

'  It  may  interest  phrenologists  to  know  that  the  organs  of  combative- 
ness,  causativeness,  and  philoprogenitiveness,  were  strongly  developed 
in  the  cranium. 

"  Attheendof  the  second  volume  of  O'Meara's  "Voice"  (fifth  edition) 
there  is  a  statement  signed  by  Count  Montholon  to  the  effect  that  he 
wished  the  following  inscription  to  be  placed  on  Napoleon's  coffin : 
"  Napoleon. 
Ne  a  Ajaccio  le  1.5  Aout,  1769. 
Mort  a  Ste.  Helene  le  5  Mai,  1831." 
^but  that  the  Governor  objected  on  the  ground  that  his  instructions 
would  not  allow  him  to  sanction  any  other  name  being  placed  on  the 
coffin  than  that  of  "  General  Bonaparte."     Vl'hen  this  statement  ap- 
peared, Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  Montholon  himself,  and  said,  "Hav- 
ing a  perfect  recollection  of  the  only  objection  I  had,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  it.     When  informed  it  was  your  desire  to  have  the  words  "  Na- 
poleon, ne  a  Ajaccio,"  &c.  inscribed,  I  signified  that  I  should  have  no 
objection,  provided  the  word  '  Bonaparte'  was  added  to  that  of  '  Na- 
poleon,' and  that  the  inscription  stood  '  Napoleon  Bonaparte.'     To  the 
addition  of  the  word  '  Bonaparte'  to  that  of  '  Napoleon'  you  saw  mo- 
tives of  objection  which  I  did  not  seek  to  discuss,  and  thus  no  inscrip- 
tion whatever  was  placed." 
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cipal  officers,  civil,  naval,  and  military,  on  the  island,  in- 
cluding the  Governor,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  King  of 
France,  and  the  procession  passed  slowly  along  the  line  of 
troops  vifhich  extended  from  the  entrance  to  Longwood  nearly 
half  way  to  the  place  of  interment.  The  troops  remained 
with  their  arms  reversed,  the  several  bands  playing  a  funer- 
al dirge  until  the  mournful  cortege  had  passed  ;  and  when  it 
had  reached  the  extremity  of  the  line  they  filed  off  from  their 
position,  and  followed  in  the  rear.  On  arriving  at  that  part 
of  the  road  where  the  path  descended  toward  the  place  of 
burial,  the  body  was  removed  from  the  funeral  car,  and  borne 
alternately  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  several  corps  doing  duty  on 
the  island,  including  a  party  of  the  royal  marines,  to  the  spot 
where  the  last  service  was  to  be  performed.  The  procession 
had  moved  on  horseback  until  it  reached  this  place,  where 
the  whole  of  the  persons  attending  dismounted,  and  the  pall 
was  then  borne  to  the  grave  by  the  principal  attendants  of 
Napoleon. 

In  a  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  said — "  I 
shall  cause  railing  to  be  put  round  the  whole  of  the  ground, 
it  being  necessary  even  for  the  preservation  of  the  willows, 
many  sprigs  of  which  have  already  begun  to  be  taken  by 
different  individuals  who  went  down  to  visit  the  place  after 
the  corpse  was  interred."  This  is  the  incident  which  An- 
tommarchi  has  so  ridiculously  distorted.  He  says,  in  his 
"Last  Moments  of  Napoleon,"  "Hudson  and  the  Admiral, 
displeased  at  this  spontaneous  manifestation  of  feeling,  en- 
deavored to  check  it  by  anger  and  threats  ;  but  this  had  no 
other  effect  than  that  of  increasing  the  activity  of  the  assail- 
ants, and  the  willows  were  entirely  stripped  as  high  as  the 
hand  could  reach.  Hudson  was  pale  with  rage  ;  but  the 
guilty  were  numerous  and  of  all  classes  of  people,  and  he 
could  not  therefore  punish.  He,  however,  took  his  revenge 
by  prohibiting  all  approach  to  the  grave,  which  he  surround- 
ed by  a  barrier."  The  stupid  mahgnity  of  this  passage  car- 
ries with  it  its  own  refutation,  and  it  is  by  no  means  an  un- 
fair specimen  of  the  spirit  and  tone  of  the  whole  work. 

The  ground  selected  for  the  place  of  burial  had  been  pre- 
Vol.  IL— H 
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viously  consecrated,  and  the  spot  was  one  which  had  been 
pointed  out  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  as  that  in  which  Bonaparte 
himself  had  expressed  a  desire  to  be  buried  if  his  remains 
were  left  in  the  island  of  St.  Helena.  It  was  situated  in  a 
garden  in  the  middle  of  a  deep  ravine,  under  the  shade  of 
two  willow-trees,  close  to  a  small  fountain,  from  which  water 
had  been  brought  daily  for  his  use  in  two  silver  bottles  of  his 
own.  The  Abbe  Vignali  performed  the  last  funeral  rite,  and 
when  the  corpse  was  lowered  into  the  earth  three  volleys  of 
musketry  and  discharges  of  cannon  fired  over  the  grave  thun- 
dered the  requiem  of  Napoleon. 

All  that  now  remained  to  be  done  was  to  peruse  the  will, 
and  make  an  inventory  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased.  The 
Governor  went  to  Longwood  on  the  12th  for  that  purpose,  ac- 
companied by  Sir  Thomas  Reade  and  Major  Gorrequer.  He 
there  met  Counts  Montholon  and  Bertrand,  and  in  their  pres- 
ence he  examined  the  papers  and  other  property. 

On  the  table  were  two  gold  snuff-boxes,  one  of  which  had 
a  large  cameo,  on  which  was  engraved  a  goat  nibbling  at  a 
vine-stalk,  with  a  Faun  upon  its  back.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
was  struck  with  the  beauty  of  the  workmanship,  and  open- 
ing the  lid  he  observed  at  the  bottom  a  small  card  with  the 
following  words  upon  it  written  in  Bonaparte's  own  hand: 
"L'Empereur  Napoleon  a  Lady  Holland  ;  temoignage  de  sat- 
isfaction et  d'estime."^ 

A  great  portion  of  the  papers  consisted  of  notes  dictated 
by  Bonaparte  on  the  subject  of  his  own  campaigns ;  there 
were  also  several  memoranda  in  his  handwriting,  and  slips 
of  paper  containing  directions  in  pencil  to  Count  Montholon 
to  make  researches  in  various  publications,  and  collect  ma- 
terials for  the  work  on  which  Napoleon  was  then  engaged. 

'  On  the  back  of  the  card  was  written,  in  another  hand,  "Donne  par 
le  Pape  Pie  VII.,  a  Tolentino,  1797."  To  mark  his  acknowledgment 
of  Dr.  Arnott's  services,  Bonaparte  directed  that  the  other  gold  snuff- 
box, upon  which  he  had  himself  carved  the  letter  N.,  and  also  a  sum 
of  600  napoleons  (£500),  should  be  presented  to  him.  Dr.  Arnott 
afterward  received  an  additional  sum  of  £500  from  the  English  Govern- 
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Among  the  papers  was  an  account  of  the  battle  of  "Waterloo, 
written  out  fair,  the  rough  draft  of  which  had  been  taken 
away  by  General  Gourgaud.  After  the  Governor  had  left 
the  house,  Count  Montholon  called  back  Major  Gorrequer  to 
ask  him  a  question,  and  he  then  mentioned  that  he  had  been 
searching  for  a  note  dictated  to  him  by  Napoleon  a  long  time 
previously,  and  which  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  find,  as  it 
was  an  eulogium  on  the  Duke  of  Wellingtmi,  in  which  Na- 
poleon had  spoken  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  mili- 
tary conduct  of  the  Duke. 

But  in  unhappy  contrast  to  this  generous  appreciation  of 
his  great  antagonist  must  be  mentioned  the  deplorable  fact 
that  Napoleon  bequeathed  in  his  will  a  sum  of  money  to  Can- 
tillon,  the  miscreant  who  attempted  to  assassinate  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  in  Paris,  and  who,  although  acquitted  by  the 
jury  who  tried  him,  was  undoubtedly  guilty. ^ 

It  is  far  more  pleasing  to  be  able  to  mention  that  Napoleon 
on  his  deathbed  earnestly  begged  Count  Bertrand  to  use  every 
means  in  his  power  consistent  with  his  honor,  to  effect  a  re- 
conciliation with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  saying  that  he  hoped  he 
would  succeed,  as  he  himself  alone  had  been  the  cause  of  the 
differences  between  them.  This  was  at  all  events  stated  by 
Madame  Bertrand  to  Admiral  Lambert,  and  she  added  that 
her  husband  was  very  desirous  to  fulfill  Napoleon's  dying 
wish.  When  this  was  made  known  to  the  Governor,  he  in- 
stantly determined  to  bury  the  past  conduct  of  Bertrand  in 
oblivion,   and  gladly   accepted  the   proffered    reconciliation. 

'  By  the  fourth  codicil  to  his  will  Napoleon  left  the  following 
legacy  : 

"  5°  Item.  (10,000)  di.x  mille  francs  au  sous-officier  Cantillon,  qui  a 
essuye  un  proces  comme  prevenu  d'avoir  voulu  assassiner  Lord  Wel- 
lington, ce  dont  il  a  ete  declare  innocent.  Cantillon  avait  autant  de 
droit  d'assassiner  cet  oligarque,  que  celui-ci  de  m'envoyer  pour  perir  sur 
le  rocher  do  Sainte  Helene.  Wellington,  qui  a  propose  cet  attentat, 
cherchait  a  le  justifier  sur  I'interet  de  la  Grande  Bretagne.  Cantillon, 
si  vraiment  il  eiit  assassine  le  Lord,  se  serait  couvert  et  aurait  ete  jus- 
tifie  par  les  memes  motifs,  I'interet  de  France,  de  sc  defaired'un  general 
<Jui  d'ailleurs  avait  viole  la  Capitulation  de  Paris,  et  par  la  s'etait  rendu 
responsable  du  sang  des  martyrs  Ney,  Labedoyere,  etc.  etc.  et  du  crime 
d'avoir  depouille  les  musees  contve  le  teste  des  traites." 
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Both  the  French  Counts  called  at  Plantation  House  together 
on  the  12th,  and  were  there  courteously  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

• 
Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment  and  endeavor  to  analyze 
our  conception  of  the  character  of  Napoleon.  It  is  with  dif- 
fidence that  a  writer  should  attempt  to  describe  the  moral 
lineaments  of  one  who  was  so  little  like  ordinary  men.  If  we 
apply  to  him  the  terse  and  nervous  language  of  the  Roman 
historian  when  he  speaks  of  Agricola,  I  fear  we  must  invert 
the  order  of  the  passage  and  say,  magnum  viruni  facile  cre- 
deres,  honum  libentcr.  What  eulogy  can  be  thought  exag- 
gerated when  we  speak  of  the  powers  of  his  intellect,  which 
flashed  like  lightning  upon  every  subject  that  it  touched,  and 
illuminated  it  with  the  ray  of  transcendant  genius  ?  Abler 
pens  than  mine  have  recorded,  and  others  in  future  ages  will 
continue  to  record,  the  actions  that  emanated  from  the  solitary 
workings  of  that  capacious  mind.  They  have  told  and  will 
tell  how  he  bowed  Europe  beneath  the  yoke  of  his  single  will, 
and  accepted  homage  from  the  proudest  monarchs  of  the  Con- 
tinent. And  if  he  was  great  as  a  conqueror,  he  was  also 
great  as  a  legislator.  Marengo,  Austerlitz,  and  Jena  may  in 
the  course  of  years  be  forgotten,  or  remembered  only,  like 
Marathon  and  Arbela,  as  the  subjects  of  a  schoolboy  theme. 
To  use  the  beautiful  illustration  of  Canning,  the  spires  and 
turrets  of  institutions  which  he  swept  away  in  the  deluge  of 
war  may,  by  re-appearing  above  the  surface,  efface  the  mem- 
ory of  the  changes  which  for  a  time  he  wrought  in  the  polity 
of  nations ;  but  he  will  still,  as  he  himself  in  the  spirit  of 
prophecy  asserted,  go  down  to  posterity  with  his  Code  in  his 
hand.  The  numerous  memoirs  written  of  him  give  abundant 
proof  of  the  intuitive  sagacity  with  which  he  saw  the  bear- 
ings of  questions  the  most  complicated,  and  solved  problems 
in  government  the  most  abstruse.  At  times,  no  doubt,  he 
was  mistaken,  as  for  instance,  in  his  views  of  the  economy 
of  national  wealth  ;  but  his  mistakes  were  rather  those  of  the 
age  in  which  he  lived  than  of  the  man.  In  captivity  as  well 
as  on  the  thjroiie  his  will  still  exercised  its  regal  sway  over 
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the  minds  of  others,  and  those  to  whom  he  thought  fit  to  be 
gracious  retired  from  his  presence  fascinated  by  his  manner, 
and  dazzled  by  his  discourse. 

But,  alas !  these  volumes  present  a  different  and  darkei 
side  of  the  picture. 

"  Fu  vera  gloria  t  ai  poster! 
li'ardua  sentenza." 

The  soul  that  could  grasp  and  almost  realize  the  idea  of  uni- 
versal empire  was  unequal  to  the  task  of  bearing  adversity 
with  dignity  or  even  resignation.  I  speak  not  here  of  the 
want  of  the  sublime  consolations  of  religion,  which  can  alone 
give  true  support  in  the  hour  of  trial,  for  to  these  Napoleon 
was  unhappily  insensible ;  but  a  heathen  philosopher  would 
have  mourned  or  smiled,  as  his  mood  might  be,  to  see  how 
the  lion  fretted  in  his  toils.  The  captivity  of  Napoleon  at 
St.  Helena  illustrates  the  greatness  and  the  littleness  of  man. 
He  might  have  exhibited  on  that  island  rock  a  moral  gran- 
deur which  would  have  eclipsed  the  splendor  of  his  imperial 
crown.  But  he  knew  not  how  to  submit  to  his  inevitable 
fate,  and,  in  the  words  of  Lamartine,  he  contended  with  ad- 
versity as  if  it  had  been  a  human  offense,  instead  of  recogniz- 
ing and  being  resigned  to  it  as  the  merciful  sovereignty  of 
God.  In  that  unequal  and  miserable  struggle  he  condescended 
to  resort  to  the  most  paltry  tricks  in  order  to  try  and  make 
men  believe  that  he  was  the  victim  of  malice  and  the  martyr 
of  persecution. 

He  seems  to  have  been  unfortunate  in  the  choice  of  his 
companions  in  exile,  who  had  not  the  firmness  to  resist  the 
commands  which  he  laid  upon  them,  even  when  they  felt 
that  those  commands  were  wrong.  They  were  the  slaves  and 
puppets  of  his  imperious  will,  and  appear  to  have  imagined 
that  the  servility  of  their  obedience  to  him  absolved  them 
from  the  obligation  of  every  other  duty.  It  is  impossible  not 
to  admire  the  chivalrous  devotion  with  which  they  volun- 
teered to  share  the  captivity  of  their  master ;  and  every  allow- 
ance ought  to  be  made  for  the  affection  which  blinded  them 
to  his  faults.  Love  thinketh  no  evil ;  and  they  regarded  him 
with  an  attachment  which  almost  amounted  to  idolatry.    They 


174  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  Chap.  XXX. 

therefore  not  unnaturally  coiisidored  the  restrictions  ■which  cur- 
tailed his  liberty — and  against  which  he  chal'ed  with  so  much 
itnjiatience — as  harsh  and  severe.  It  was  with  feelings  of 
wounded  pride  and  humiliation  that  they  saw  him  whom  they 
had  known  as  the  Emperor  of  France  and  lord  oi'  millions 
watched  by  sentries,  and  compelled  to  submit  to  the  ins]K-e- 
tion  of  an  English  general  officer  every  note  which  he  might 
write  or  dictate.  But  they  stooped  to  acts  unworthy  of  their 
reputation,  and  became  willing  accomplices  in  a  system  of 
trickery  and  deceit.  An  honorable  exception  must  however  be 
made  in  the  case  of  General  Gourgaud,  whose  conduct  through- 
out the  whole  period  of  his  stay  at  St.  Helena  was  honest  and 
straightforward.  The  least  complaining  of  all  the  party  at 
Longwood,  he  found  for  that  very  reason  little  sympathy  from 
his  companions  ;  and  at  last,  unable  to  bear  the  stale  of  isola- 
tion in  which  he  was  placed,  he  was  driven  to  ask  permission 
to  return  to  Europe. 

But  respecting  the  others  we  may  quote  as  strictly  applica- 
ble to  them  what  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  has  said  in  a  manuscript 
found  among  his  papers  : — "  Two  points  must  be  attended  to 
in  their  condition  :  first,  they  were  the  instruments  whicft 
Bonaparte  used  to  exasperate  the  character  of  his  captivity  by 
extorting  some  act  of  harshness  from  those  who  were  con- 
oerned  in  his  security  ;  and  secondly,  they  had  miscalculated 
the  enduring  power  of  affection  and  the  strength  of  mind  ne- 
cessary to  support  long  years  of  monotonous  existence,  of  which 
their  own  death  was  as  likely  to  be  the  termination  as  that 
of  their  master." 

Las  Cases  was  a  man  who  possessed  a  quick  and  versatile 
intellect  and  considerable  literary  attainments,  but  his  mind 
was  tortuous  and  he  had  little  regard  for  truth.  He  had,  as 
an  eloquent  French  vi'riter  has  said  of  him,  the  servility  of  a 
domestic  and  the  blindness  of  a  devotee.  Montholon  was 
emphatically  weak,  and  the  mere  creature  of  Napoleon,  who 
perfectly  understood,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  more  than  once 
expressed,  how  little  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  his  verac- 
ity. And  yet  he  was  undoubtedly  an  amiable  and  plausible 
man,  and,  under  different  circumstances  and  less  strong  tempt- 


Mat,  1821.  HIS  COMPANIONS  IN  EXILE.  175 

ation,  might  have  won  from  us  a  gentle  and  favorable  judg- 
ment. Glad  should  1  he,  if  truth  allowed  it,  to  echo  the  praise 
which  has  more  especially  been  bestowed  by  writers  upon  Ber- 
trand,  whom  Sir  Archibald  Alison  calls  "  the  noble-hearted 
Bertrand."  Mr.  Henry,  who  knew  him  well  at  St.  Helena, 
says,^  "  I  believe  that  Marshal  Bertrand  was  the  most  honest 
and  honorable  man  of  the  Longwood  establishment,  perhaps 
of  the  whole  Court  of  Napoleon  ;  and,  07i  all  other  subjects 
than  those  immediately  relating  to  the  Emperor's  interests, 
of  unimpeachable  veracity."  But  this  is  something  like  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  How  can  a  man  be  called  honest  and 
honorable,  or  be  said  to  have  any  reverence  for  truth,  who  is 
prepared  to  sacrifice  it  at  the  bidding  of  another  ?  The  large 
exception  here  made  destroys  Bertrand's  claim  to  be  regarded 
as  a  person  of  veracity.  The  habit  of  falsehood  with  refer- 
ence to  one  subject  or  class  of  subjects  is  incompatible  with 
the  idea  of  straightforward  honesty  of  character.  No  sane 
man  tells  untruths  without  a  motive,  and,  if  the  motive  be 
admitted  as  an  excuse,  who  deserves  punishment  for  falsehood  ? 
"  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbor"  is 
a  command  without  qualification  or  exception,  and  Count 
Bertrand  never  hesitated  to  hear  false  witness  against  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  whenever  he  thought  the  interests  of  Napoleon 
required  it.  Besides  this,  he  was,  if  we  may  believe  the  testi- 
mony of  Count  Montholon,  the  chief  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
more  amicable  relations  between  Napoleon  and  the  Governor 
— as  though  the  former  were  not  sufficiently  inclined  to  find 
fault  unless  instigated  by  his  followers.  He  did  nothing  but 
mischief  when  he  sought  to  urge  on  his  master  to  continued 
and  undignified  resistance  by  appealing  to  his  pride,  as  we 
know  he  did  appeal,  exclaiming,  "  Mais,  Sire,  votre  nom,  votre 
gloire  !"  Neither  the  Emperor  nor  the  Marshal  had  a  true 
conception  of  the  dignity  of  misfortune,  and  the  name  and 
glory  of  Napoleon  were  only  tarnished  by  giving  heed  to  such 
advice.  But  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  he  would  have 
tolerated  as  his  attendants  men  more  truthful  and  independ- 

!  "  Events  of  a  Military  Life,"  vol.  ii.  p.  92. 
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ent.  Such  would  not  have  aided  him  in  his  ignoble  contest 
with  the  Governor,  when  like  a  peevish  child  he  shut  himself 
up  in  gloomy  seclusion,  and  injured  his  own  health  in  order 
if  possible  to  bring  odium  upon  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  Charita- 
bly, indeed,  we  ought  to  judge  of  the  conduct  of  a  man  who 
had  fallen  from  such  a  dizzy  height  of  power.  Often  and  often 
must  he  have  stood  with  his  arms  folded  on  his  breast  and 
allowed  his  thoughts  to  wander  back  to  the  palace  where  his 
word  was  law,  or  the  battle-field  where  the  thunder  does  not 
more  swiftly  follow  the  lightning  than  execution  waited  on 
his  command — until  the  present  must  have  seemed  a  dream, 
and  the  past  the  only  reality. 

"  Oh  !  quante  volte  al  tacito 
Morir  d'  un  giorno  inerte, 
Chinati  i  rai  fulminei, 
Le  braccia  al  seno  conserte 
Stette,  e  dei  di  che  furono 
L'assalse  il  sowenir  !" 

And  then,  when  suddenly  awakened  from  that  dream — "  af- 
flicted and  drunken,  but  not  with  wine" — his  mind  may  well 
have  reeled  under  the  contrast,  and  for  the  time  have  lost  all 
control  over  itself. 

But  while  this  may  be  urged  in  excuse  for  the  ebullitions 
of  caprice,  facts  must  not  be  distorted  in  his  favor.  To  con- 
ceal or  disguise  the  truth  in  order  to  soften  features  that  are 
disagreeable  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  biographer  or  historian. 
A  paLater  may  if  he  pleases  flatter  the  vanity  of  a  one-eyed 
sitter  by  drawing  him  in  profile,  but  a  writer  who  is  in  any 
degree  responsible  for  forming  the  opinions  of  others  as  to  a 
man's  character  must  exhibit  it  in  its  weakness  as  well  as  in 
its  strength.  He  must  tell  the  whole  truth,  or  he  misleads 
his  readers.  And,  if  this  is  right  under  any  circumstances, 
especially  is  it  so  where  the  reputation  of  another  is  at  stake. 
If  Napoleon  behaved  in  exile  with  the  dignity  and  fortitude 
which  his  worshipers  pretend,  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  con- 
duct was  such  as  they  ascribe  to  him,  then  indeed  the  Gov- 
ernor was  the  tyrant,  and  the  prisoner  the  victim.  But  the 
very  reverse  of  this  was  the  case.     Napoleon  outraged  Sir 
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Hudson  Lowe  with  every  species  of  insult.  His  constant 
habit  was  to  speak  of  him  in  epithets  which  no  gentleman 
can  hear  applied  to  himself  without  his  blood  tingling  in  his 
veins.  His  object  throughout  seems  to  have  been  to  provoke 
and  foster  a  quarrel,  in  hopes  of  having  some  tangible  cause 
of  offense  to  complain  of  "We  have  seen  that  he  expressed 
disappointment  and  vexation  that  he  could  not  make  the  Gov- 
ernor angry.  The  imperturbable  temper  of  the  latter,  imper- 
turbable at  least  toward  his  prisoner,  was  a  rock  against 
which  the  wave  of  his  passion  expended  itself  in  vain.  That 
brain,  on  whose  tissues  at  one  time  hung  the  diplomacy  of 
Europe,  busied  itself  at  St.  Helena  in  schemes  of  which  the 
immediate  purpose  was  to  mortify  and  annoy  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe.  On  one  occasion,  when  by  a  stratagem  of  Montholon 
he  obtained  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  the  Governor  to  the 
Marquis  de  Montchenu,  he  was,  we  are  told,  joyful  as  on  a  day 
of  victory.  Alas !  how  was  the  mighty  fallen  I  His  com- 
plaints of  ill-treatment  were  loud  but  insincere,  and  were  dic- 
tated not  by  sufiering,  but  by  policy.  I  do  not  believe  that 
Napoleon  seriously  contemplated  as  a  possibility  clandestine 
escape,  for  no  man  had  a  clearer  or  more  just  discernment 
when  decision  was  necessary,  and  he  knew  that  his  island 
prison  was  too  well  guarded  to  render  any  plan  of  evasion 
practicable.  But  he  never  ceased  to  cherish  the  hope  that  he 
would  be  allowed  to  return  to  Europe.  He  thought  a  change 
of  ministry  in  England  might  effect  this,  for,  ignorant  of  the 
latitude  of  attack  in  which  political  parties  among  ourselves 
indulge,  he  naturally  built  much  upon  the  language  of  the 
opposition.  If  Lord  Holland  became  Prime  Minister,  it  seemed 
an  inevitable  consequence  that  Napoleon  must  be  free.  But 
interest  in  his  fate  might  die  away  if  it  were  not  kept  alive 
by  sympathy  and  compassion.  If  he  declared  himself  satisfied 
with  his  treatment,  there  would  be  little  to  expect  from  the 
zeal  of  partisans  in  his  behalf  "  At  one  time,"  says  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe,  "  I  had  hoped  that  I  might  help  him  to  support  his 
great  reverse  of  fortune,  but  I  soon  discovered  that  his  first 
and  strongest  wish  was  to  aggravate  and  heighten  the  griev- 
ances of  his  situation,  and  that  the  greatest  unkindness  I  could 

H* 


178  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  Chap.  XXX. 

be  guilty  of  was  to  leave  him  no  oause  for  complaint."  There- 
fore it  was  that  the  cry  of  sufiering  arose  at  St  Heluna,  and 
w.is  carried  across  the  Atlantic,  to  be  echoed  by  rimior  willi 
hor  thousand  tongues,  until  men  began  really  to  believe  that 
the  illustrious  prisoner  was  treated  with  causeless  aud  dis- 
graceful severity. 

No  one  can  study  the  character  of  Napoleon  withoui. 
being  struck  by  one  prevailing  feature — his  intense  selfishness. 
This  was  caused  partly  no  doubt  by  the  unparalleled  success 
v.hich  had  lor  twenty  years  attended  liis  career,  and  which 
rriade  him  look  upon  himself  a^i  a  being  born  under  a  star, 
aud  as  one  whose  destiny  it  was  to  rule,  while  it  was  the  des- 
tiny of  others  to  obey.  Under  the  chariot-wheels  of  his  am- 
bition he  was  ready  to  crusli  every  thing  that  opposed  his 
path,  without  compunction  or  remorse.  He  regarded  others 
merely  as  instruments  to  be  used  by  him,  and  to  be  flung 
aside  when  he  had  no  longer  occasion  for  them.  A  memor- 
able examyde  of  1his  occurs  in  bis  tieatmeut  of  the  noble- 
minded  Josephine.  Because  she  gave  no  promise  of  an  huir 
to  the  throne  he  snapped  the  cord  of  affection  in  a  moment. 
The  ties  of  duty  and  of  love  were  nothing  in  hi,5  eyes  when 
he  found  that  his  wish  for  a  sou  Avas  not  likely  to  be  gratified. 
How  little  feeling  did  he  show  when  he  heard  of  the  death 
on  the  battle-field  of  any  of  the  Generals  and  Marshals  to 
whom  he  seemed  lo  he  most  attached  I  Indeed,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned,  be  said  of  himself  that  his  .soul  was  of 
marble,  and  i!  v.as  ihus  insensible  to  some  of  the  fine.st  feel- 
ings of  oiu-  nature.  Not  that  Napoleon  was  without  gentle- 
ness aud  even  playfulness  in  his  disposition.  When  pleased 
and  unopposed  there  was  a  charming  vivacity  in  his  manner 
which  irresistibly  won  all  hearts.  He  was  fond  of  espieglerie 
even  with  grown-up  people,  and  in  the  case  of  children,  who 
were  always  favorites  with  him,  there  was  no  limit  to  his 
good  humor.  But  he  could  not  brook  contradiction  or  oppo- 
sition, and  had  not  the  slightest  consideration  for  others  when 
they  stood  in  the  way  of  his  caprice.  He  was  the  sun  round 
which  others  were  lo  revolve,  but  though  attracted  by  his  in- 
fluef^ce  they  were  kept  at  too  great  a  distance  to  feel  the 
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warmth  of  his  friendship  or  affection.     Each  of  them  might 
say  with  Helena — 

"  In  his  bright  radiance  and  collateral  light 
Must  I  be  comforted,  not  in  his  sphere." 

Another  feature  in  the  character  of  Bonaparte  which  must 
not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  which  has  an  important  bearing  upon 
the  question  of  his  treatment  at  St.  Helena,  was  his  habitual 
disregard  of  truth.  His  moral  sense  was  so  blunted  that  he 
had  no  scruple  in  resorting  to  deceit,  and  if  necessary  to  false- 
hood, if  he  could  thereby  accomplish  an  object  in  view.  It 
has  been  said  of  him  by  a  French  writer,  with  sarcastic  se- 
verity,^ that  he  was  in  the  Moniteur  the  first  journalist  of  the 
Empire,  and  that  he  kept  what  he  won  with  his  pen  much 
longer  than  what  he  won  with  his  sword.  He  there  gave 
himself  an  unbounded  license  of  invention,  and  made  events 
assume  whatever  complexion  he  pleased,  taking  care  that  it 
was  such  as  harmonized  with  his  projects,  and  flattered  the 
vanity  of  the  French  nation.  It  was  thus  that  the  victories 
of  Wellington  in  the  Peninsula  were  ignored,  and  after  terri- 
ble reverses  France  was  told  that  the  English  would  have 
been  crushed  by  Napoleon,  if  he  had  thought  that  the  proper 
moment  for  the  catastrophe  had  arrived. 

At  St.  Helena  he  gave  full  scope  to  this  propensity.  The 
letters  which  he  there  dictated  to  his  obsequious  followers, 
and  which  have  made  such  an  impression  on  the  public 
mind,  are  filled  with  glaring  misstatements  of  facts.  They 
may  be  called  the  bulletins  of  his  exile,  which  were  intended 
to  deceive  the  people  of  Europe,  as  the  bulletins  of  his  battles 
were  intended  to  deceive  the  French.  Even  Bertrand  was 
ashamed  of  them,  and  more  than  once  disowned  the  respons- 
ibility of  their  authorship,  although  he  submitted  to  the  hu- 
miliation of  writing  them,  and  subscribed  them  with  his 
name.     "  That  monologue  of  six  years,"  says   Lamartine,^ 

'  See  Jules  Maurel's  "  Wellington,"  a  remarkable  sketch,  written 
in  a  spirit  of  generous  appreciation  of  the  qualities  of  our  great  hero 
■which  is  deserving  of  all  praise. 

^  "Histoire  de  la  Restauration." 


180  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  Chap.  XXX. 

"  which  he  addressed  to  the  world  from  the  summit  of  his 
rock,  and  the  most  trivial  words  of  which  were  registered  by 
his  courtiers  to  be  transmitted  to  his  myrmidons  as  the  gospel 
of  party,  was  nothing  more  than  a  long  diplomatic  note,  void 
of  good  faith,  addressed  to  his  partisans,  and  speaking  in  turns 
the  language  of  all  the  factions  that  he  wished  to  nourish 
with  his  memory,  instead  of  being  the  disinterested,  sincere, 
and  religious  effusion  of  a  soul  which  bequeaths  with  its 
greatness,  its  failings,  its  truth,  and  its  repentance  to  the 
world." 

Can  we  then  be  so  infatuated  with  hero-worship,  so  daz- 
zled by  the  splendor  of  intellectual  gifts,  as  to  allow  ourselves 
to  treat  gently  and  speak  lightly  of  this  contempt  of  veraci- 
ty, this  disdain  of  the  first  and  simplest  requirement  of  the 
moral  law  ?  No  more  pernicious  lesson  can  be  taught  than 
the  doctrine  that  success,  which  elevates  a  man  to  the  pinna- 
cle of  power,  absolves  him  from  the  obligation  to  observe  the 
imperishable  distinction  between  right  and  WTong.  And  we 
do  in  effect  teach  that  doctrine  when  we  forbear  to  censure 
in  Napoleon  Bonaparte  a  want  of  truth,  which  we  should 
condemn  in  another  as  a  meanness  and  a  disgrace. 

When  we  turn  from  his  character  to  his  actions,  and  ask 
in  what  respect  he  benefited  mankind,  the  answer  is  most  un- 
satisfactory. Perhaps  no  man  ever  for  the  sake  of  his  own 
restless  ambition  inflicted  so  much  positive  misery  upon  his 
species.  His  path  was  that  of  the  destroyer.  Kingdoms 
were  trodden  down  under  the  iron  heel  of  conquest,  and 
wherever  he  appeared  with  his  armies  blood  was  poured 
upon  the  ground  like  water.  A  fierce  soldiery  was  let  loose 
upon  the  countries  of  Europe,  which  spoiled  the  inhabitants, 
ravaged  the  fields,  and  swept  away  as  with  a  whirlwind  the 
accumulations  of  years  of  industry  and  peace.  A  military 
despotism  on  a  scale  of  unparalleled  magnitude  was  estab- 
lished, which  abrogated  all  political  rights  and  strove  to 
trample  out  all  national  distinctions.  If  the  sorrows  of  a 
single  hero  or  heroine  in  a  tale  of  fiction  can  move  our  hearts 
and  powerfully  awake  our  sympathies,  let  us  think  for  a  mo- 
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ment  on  the  amount  of  human  suffering  caused  by  the  career 
of  Napoleon.  It  is  hardly  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  the 
land  was  as  the  Garden  of  Eden  before  him,  and  behind  him 
a  desolate  wilderness.  Tears  did  not  fail  to  flow  for  each 
homestead  burned,  each  family  outraged,  each  peasant  and 
each  soldier  slain,  in  that  long  series  of  years  during  which 
he  ruled  the  destinies  of  France.  And  what  did  France  gain 
under  his  sway  ?  A  code  of  laws  which  is  his  best  title  to 
her  gratitude,  and  that  which  she  values  more — military 
glory.  But  at  what  a  price  was  that  glory  purchased  !  The 
bravest  and  the  best  of  her  sons  died  in  distant  fields  of 
battle,  amidst  the  sands  of  Egypt  or  the  snows  of  Russia.  A 
ruthless  conscription  depopulated  the  villages,  and  at  last 
reached,  in  its  downward  course,  youths  who  were  just 
emerging  into  manhood,  but  who  were  still  rather  boys  than 
men.  Her  treasure  was  e.xhausted,  her  liberties  were  gone. 
A  system  of  espionnage  betrayed  family  secrets  to  the  minis- 
ter of  police,  whose  agents  were  every  where,  and  whose  om- 
nipresence no  one  could  escape.  And  at  last  came  bitter 
retribution  for  the  long-continued  and  daring  attempt  against 
the  rights  of  nations.  Her  soil  was  invaded,  her  capital  was 
taken;  and  Pandours  and  Cossacks  bivouacked  in  the  Champ- 
de-Mars,  while  English  soldiers  kept  guard  at  the  Louvre, 
and  foreign  bayonets  brought  back  the  King  whom  she  had 
driven  into  exile  and  proclaimed  an  outlaw. 

Of  his  merits  as  a  great  Captain  we  need  not  speak.  Such 
a  World-Conqueror  will  perhaps  never  be  seen  again.  But 
we  may  hope  the  time  is  coming,  if  indeed,  it  has  not  already 
come,  when  men  will  sit  in  stern  judgment  upon  those  who 
without  adequate  and  just  cause,  and  for  the  sake  of  their 
own  aggrandizement,  involve  nations  in  strife.  War  is  in  it- 
self an  unmitigated  curse.  It  is  indeed  the  abomination  of 
desolation.  It  may  impose  upon  the  imagination  with  all  its 
proud  pomp  and  circumstance,  and  few  sights  can  be  conceived 
of  more  thrilling  interest  than  the  march  of  a  great  arm'y  in 
compact  array.  But  follow  that  army  to  the  battle-field. 
See  it  after  the  shock  of  conflict,  when  the  clash  of  swords  is 
over  and  the  artillery  has  ceased  to  thunder.     Listen  to  the 
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cries  of  the  wounded  and  the  groans  of  the  dying  :  follow  the 
surgeon,  and  observe  what  Jiis  mission  is  when  the  battle  is 
won,  and  acres  of  God's  fair  earth  are  stre\\'ed  with  corpses 
and  converted  into  a  vast  charnel-house.  And  what  sorrow 
accompanies  the  tidings  of  every  victory  I  The  child  is  father- 
less, and  the  wife  a  widow,  and  the  wail  of  mourning  for 
those  who  have  fallen  mingles  with  the  shout  with  which  the 
nation  exults  in  its  success.  War  may  be  a  necessity  in  de- 
fense of  outraged  rights,  and  to  repel  aggression,  but  it  ought 
ever  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  miserable  calamity,  and  he  who 
wantonly  provokes  it  is  one  of  the  worst  enemies  of  his  race. 
No  man  ever  felt  this  more  strongly  than  Wellington.  No 
great  commander  was  more  anxious  to  avert  the  horrors  of 
war.  He  said  that  the  most  dreadful  thing  next  to  a  battle 
lost  was  a  battle  won ;  and  it  is  one  of  his  best  titles  to  the 
gratitude  of  Europe  that  he  always  fought  for  peace. 

But  who  can  say  this  of  Napoleon  ?  His  whole  public  life 
was  one  series  of  acts  of  hostile  aggression,  and  we  do  not  find 
it  recorded  that  he  ever  betrayed  compunction  or  expressed 
remorse  for  the  loss  of  the  countless  thousands  whom  his  am- 
bition caused  to  perish  by  the  cannon  and  the  sword. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

CONCLUSION  OF   THE    MEMOIR  OF   SIK   HUDSON  LOWE. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1P21,  the  Camel  store-ship  sailed 
from  St.  Helena,  having  on  board  Count  and  Countess  Ber- 
trand  and  their  children,  Count  Montholon,  Dr.  Antommarchi, 
tlie  Abbe  Vignali,  and  the  servants  of  the  Longwood  estab- 
lishment. Mr.  Henry,  who  accompanied  the  party,  says  that 
during  the  voyage,  no  complaint  whatever  was  made  by  any 
of  them  of  the  deportment  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  toward  them 
during  their  exile. ^ 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  sailed  from  St.  Helena,  with  his  family 
and  suite  on  the  25th  of  July,  but  belbre  he  quitted  the  island 
he  had  the  gratification  of  receiving  the  following  address 
from  the  inhabitants  : 

"  Sir — As  your  Excellency  is  upon  the  eve  of  resigning 
your  authority  on  this  island,  we  the  undersigned  inhabitants 
can  not  be  suspected  of  views  of  an  interested  nature  in  re- 
spectfully offering  our  most  sincere  and  grateful  aclcnbwledg- 
ments  for  the  consideration,  justice,  impartiality,  and  modera- 
tion which  have  distinguished  your  government. 

"  A  prominent  measure  of  your  Excellency's  was  a  propo- 
sal which  might  have  been  expected  to  have  been  unpopular 
in  a  colony  where  slavery  had  long  been  recognized  :  yet,  Sir, 
it  met  with  the  instantaneous  and  unanimous  approbation  of 
the  inhabitants,  a  result  which  affords  no  slight  proof  of  our 
entire  confidence  in  your  concern  for  our  welfare. 

"  Under  the  existence  of  such  ties  between  the  governor 
and  governed,  and  your  marked  discountenance  of  any  rising 
indication  of  party  spirit,  it  is  easy  to  account  for  the  tranquii- 

^  "  Events  of  a  Military  Life,"  vol.  ii.  p.  60. 
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lity  and  comfort  we  have  enjoyed  during  your  Excellency's 
residence  among  us. 

Finding  we  can  not  have  the  happiness  of  the  continuation 
of  your  Excellency's  government,  we  beg  you  will  accept  the 
assurances  of  our  sincere,  respectful,  and  affectionate  wishes 
for  the  health  and  prosperity  of  your  Excellency,  and  of  every 
member  of  your  family." 

Before  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  arrival  in  England,  Lord  Bath- 
urst  had  written  a  dispatch  in  which  he  conveyed  to  him  the 
King's  marked  approbation  of  his  conduct  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  government  at  St.  Helena.  After  mentioning 
that  he  had  received  his  letters  announcing  Bonaparte's  death, 
Lord  Bathurst  said — 

"  I  am  happy  to  assure  you  that  your  conduct,  as  detailed 
in  those  dispatches,  has  received  His  Majesty's  approbation. 
It  is  most  satisfactory  to  His  Majesty  to  observe  that  no 
measures  were  omitted  by  you  for  the  purpose  of  placing  at 
General  Bonaparte's  disposal  the  best  medical  advice,  and  of 
affording  every  relief  and  alleviation  of  his  sufi'erings  during 
the  latter  period  of  his  life  of  which  his  state  admitted.  After 
the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  between  yourself  and 
General  Bonaparte's  attendants,  it  is  no  inconsiderable  grati- 
fication to  observe  that,  if  your  offers  of  service  and  assistance 
were  latterly  declined,  the  refusal  to  accept  them  seems  to 
have  arisen,  not  from  any  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  Gene- 
ral Bonaparte  to  do  justice  to  your  motives,  but  from  the  sat- 
isfaction which  he  expressed  himself  to  feel  in  the  talents  and 
conduct  of  the  medical  officer  who  had  been  already  selected 
to  attend  upon  him. 

"  His  Majesty  has  further  commanded  me  to  avail  myself 
of  this  opportunity  to  repeat  that  general  approbation  of  your 
conduct  during  the  time  that  you  have  administered  the  gov- 
ernment of  St.  Helena,  which  I  have  on  particular  occasions 
had  so  often  the  pleasure  of  conveying.  Placed  as  you  have 
been  in  a  situation  which  must,  under  any  circumstances,  have 
been  one  of  heavy  responsibility,  but  which  particular  events 
contributed  to  render  yet  more  difficult  and  invidious,  you  dia- 
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charged  your  arduous  trust  with  strict  fidelity,  discretion,  and 
humanity,  and  have  effectually  reconciled  the  two  main  du- 
ties of  your  command,  combining  the  secure  detention  of  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte's  person,  which  was  of  necessity  the  paramount 
object  of  your  attention,  with  every  practicable  consideration 
and  indulgence  which  your  own  disposition  prompted  and  your 
instructions  authorized  you  to  show  to  his  peculiar  situation." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  was  presented  to  the  King  on  the  14th  of 
November,  and,  being  about  to  kiss  His  Majesty's  hand,  the 
King  took  hold  of  his  and  shook  it  heartily  saying,  ■'  I  con- 
gratulate you  most  sincerely  upon  your  return,  after  a  trial  the 
most  arduous  and  exemplary  that  perhaps  any  man  ever  had. 
I  have  felt  for  your  situation,  and  may  appeal  to  Lord  Bath- 
urst  how  frequently  I  have  talked  to  him  about  you."  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  describing  the  interview  in  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
says,  "  He  took  my  hand  a  second  time,  and  again  repeated 
his  congratulations  on  the  exemplary  manner  in  which  I  had 
fulfilled  my  duties,  turning  at  the  time  to  all  the  Ministers 
who  were  present,  as  if  to  impress  his  own  sentiments  upon 
them."  And  soon  after  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  the  gratifica- 
tion of  receiving  a  convincing  proof  of  the  approval  of  Gov- 
ernment of  his  conduct,  by  being  appointed  to  the  first  vacant 
colonelcy  of  a  regiment  (the  93d)  that  occurred  after  his  return 
to  England.  This  was  an  honorable  distinction,  to  which  his 
long  and  arduous  services  well  entitled  him. 

But  evil  days  were  now  before  him.  The  partisans  of  Bo- 
naparte could  not  forgive  the  man  who  had  had  the  guardian- 
ship of  his  person,  and  for  six  long  years  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  trust  with  such  firmness  and  fidelity.'  The  flood-gates 
of  abuse  were  opened  against  him,  and  he  had  to  endure  in- 
sinuations and  attacks  the  most  painful  to  an  honorable  mind. 
Nor  was  it  only  these  that  annoyed  him.  As  he  said  himself 
in  a  private  letter  written  in  July,  1823,  to  Mr.  Wilmot  Hor- 

'  One  day  in  November,  1822,  young  Las  Cases  who  was  then  in 
London,  assaulted  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  in  the  street,  and  afterward  sent 
him  a  challenge,  which  Sir  Hudson  had  the  good  sense  and  moral  cour- 
age to  treat  with  the  contempt  it  deserved. 
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ton,  "  It  is  not,  however,  of  those  who  were  Bonaparte's  pro- 
fessed admirers  that  I  have  alone  had  reason  to  complain. 
They  have,  it  is  true,  given  ear  to  every  calumny  against 
me  ;  they  have  acted  as  if  they  had  heen  all  true  ;  they  have 
given  every  support  to  the  inventors  ;  they  have  oast  forth 
their  own  insinuations  to  rankle  in  the  pubhc  mind  ;  and  they 
have  not  dared,  as  I  said  from  the  first  they  would  not,  to 
commit  their  own  reputation  by  publicly  bringing  forward  any 
one  thing  against  me."  But  what  pained  him  more  was  the 
coldness  and  apathy  of  those  to  whom  he  felt  he  was  entitled 
to  look  for  encouragement  and  support.  Let  no  man,  how- 
ever, rely  too  confidently  upon  this,  whose  only  claim  to  it  is 
the  consciousness  that  he  has  done  his  duty.  This  does  not 
inspire  enthusiasm  in  others,  nor  cause  friends  to  cluster  roiind 
the  object  of  calumny  and  reproach.  But  it  can  not,  I  think, 
be  denied  that  the  English  Government  ought  to  have  aided 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  more  heartily  and  effectually  than  they  did. 

In  July,  1822,  O'Meara  published  his  work,  called  "  Napo- 
leon in  Exile,  or  a  Voice  from  St.  Helena  ;"  and  the  sensation  it 
excited  is  well  described  in  the  following  passage  of  a  memo- 
rial addressed  to  Lord  Liverpool,  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  : — "  Pub- 
lic curiosity  flew  with  eagerness  to  the  repast :  nothing  was 
wanting  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  the  most  credulous,  the 
most  inquisitive,  or  the  most  malignant  mind.  The  highest 
authorities  were  not  spared  ;  but  I  was  destined  to  be  the  real 
victim,  upon  whom  the  public  indignation  was  to  fall." 

He  lost  no  time  in  placing  himself  in  communication  with 
Lord  Bathurst ;  and  the  result  was  a  determination  to  appeal 
to  the  law  for  redress. 

He  retained  the  Solicitor-General,  Sir  John  Copley  (now  Lord 
Lyndhust),  and  Mr.  Tindal  (the  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  than  whom  England  can  not  boast  of  a 
more  profound  or  accomplished  lawyer),  and  he  laid  his  case 
before  the  former  in  the  month  of  August.  In  November,  he 
received  the  joint  opinion  of  these  eminent  counsel,  in  which 
he  was  advised  to  make  a  selection  of  the  most  obnoxious  and 
libellous  passages  in  O'Meara's  volumes,  with  the  view  of 
applying  to  the  court  for  a  criminal  information.     This  was  a 
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task,  "  the  difficulty  of  which,"  says  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  "  was 
afterward  most  fully  acknowledged  to  me  by  Mr.  Tiiidal  him- 
self, from  the  peculiar  art  with  which  the  work  was  composed, 
and  from  the  studied  care  taken  to  avoid  any  direct  accusation 
in  points  where  any  living  testimony  could  be  referred  to." 
And  he  adds — 

"  Truth  and  falsehood  were  so  artfully  blended  together  in 
the  work,  and  the  latter  so  cunningly  interwoven  with  the 
former  in  order  to  secure  the  effect  of  giving  a  complete  false 
color  to  every  act  of  mine,  and  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of 
the  unsuspecting  or  careless  reader  almost  the  direct  reverse 
in  every  case  of  what  had  been  the  real  fact,  that  a  great 
length  of  explanation  became  necessary,  in  order  to  disentan- 
gle all  the  meshes  of  the  plot,  which  had  thus  been  so  artifi- 
cially woven  to  accomplish  the  ruin  of  my  public  and  pri- 
vate character." 

Time,  however,  was  of  the  last  importance  in  this  case, 
although  Sir  Hudson  was  not  aware  of  it.  He  says — "Dur- 
ing the  nearly  four  months  that  my  papers  had  been  with  the 
Solicitor-General,  I  never  became  informed  by  him — I  never 
received  the  slightest  hint  or  caution  from  him,  or  from  any 
other  human  being — I  had  never  understood,  I  never  sus- 
pected, that  I  should  be  limited  to  any  particular  week,  or 
day,  for  commencing  the  prosecution  against  the  author  of  a 
work  who  had  been  preparing  his  calumnious  attacks  against 
me  for  six  years  before." 

In  order  to  entitle  himself  to  a  rule  for  a  criminal  informa- 
tion, it  was  necessary  for  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  prepare  a  vo- 
luminous affidavit,  denying  the  truth  of  the  allegations  of  which 
he  complained  ;  and  the  difficulty  of  doing  this  arose  from  the 
artful  malignity  with  which  the  book  was  composed.  To  use 
his  own  words — "  After  a  most  attentive  perusal  and  examin- 
ation of  the  thousand  pages  of  the  work,  and  having  select- 
ed those  passages  which  did  appear  to  me  to  admit  of  the 
least  dubious  construction,  and  having  attempted  to  qualify 
others  by  the  introduction  of  such  explanations  as  I  thought  it 
proper  to  employ,  in  order  not  to  trifle  with  the  sanctity  of  an 
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oath,  I  was  told  I  must  deny  the  whole  of  such  passages  in 
an  unqualified  manner,  or  omit  them  altogether  ;  and  I  was 
thus  compelled  to  abandon  many  of  those  which  were  the  most 
artfully  wrought,  and  contained  the  most  calumnious  false- 
hoods against  me,  or  to  content  inyself  with  denying  iti  a  gen- 
eral, but  not  less  formal  ma?iner,  the  im^rutations  they  loere 
intended  to  convey." 

It  was  not  until  the  latter  end  of  Hilary  Term,  1823,  that 
the  rule  was  applied  for  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  such  had  been 
the  avidity  with  which  the  public  perused  the  "  Voice  from  St. 
Helena,"  that  a  fifth  edition  had  already  then  appeared.  When 
the  Solicitor-General  rose  to  move  for  a  rule  to  show  cause 
why  a  criminal  information  should  not  be  granted  against 
Barry  Edward  O'Meara,  for  the  libels  he  had  published  against 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  in  his  book,  &c.,  he  was  interrupted  by  the 
Court,  who  asked  when  that  work  was  first  published ;  and 
whether  the  alleged  libels  were  inserted  only  in  a  subsequent 
edition  ?  After  going  through  the  facts  as  deposed  to  in  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe's  affidavit.  Lord  Chief  Justice  Abbott  (afterward 
Lord  Tenterden)  said,  "  The  only  difficulty  the  Court  has  felt, 
is  the  lateness  of  the  application.  I  take  it  to  be  a  settled 
rule,  when  you  move  for  a  criminal  information  against  a  mag- 
istrate or  justice  of  the  peace,  you  must  come  in  the  first  term, 
or  so  early  in  the  second  term,  that  he  may  show  cause  against 
the  rule  in  that  second  term.  You  should  not  come  so  late 
in  the  second  term,  as  to  postpone  the  showing  cause  till  the 
third  term.  That  is  the  case  where  the  application  is  against 
a  magistrate  or  justice  of  the  peace.  I  am  not  aware  at  this 
moment  that  the  same  rule  has  been  laid  down  with  regard 
to  other  persons,  though  in  general  the  tardiness  of  the  appli- 
cation operates  strongly  on  the  Court  against  the  parties  mak- 
ing it.  Yet,  in  this  particular  case,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  is  an 
officer  of  the  public  ;  he  is  one  of  his  Majesty's  officers ;  so 
that  the  parties  are  changed." 

The  Court,  however,  granted  the  rule  nisi,  as  it  is  called  ; 
that  is,  a  rule  which  was  to  be  made  absolute,  unless  O'Meara 
should  show  sufficient  cause  to  the  contrary  ;  for  the  applica- 
tion for  such  a  rule  is  in  the  first  instance  always  ex  parte. 
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In  support  of  this  rule,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  obtained  and  filed 
in  Court  twenty-one  affidavits,  including  those  of  Sir  Thomas 
Reade,  Major  Gorrequer,  Sir  George  Bingham,  many  officers 
of  the  53d  and  66th  regiments,  which  were  stationed  at  St. 
Helena  during  his  government,  Dr.  Verling,  Mr.  Balcomhe, 
and  others.  On  the  other  side,  Mr.  O'Meara  filed  seventeen 
affidavits,  namely,  his  own,  and  those  of  Major  Poppleton  (who 
had  been  the  first  appointed  orderly  officer  at  Longwood),^ 
two  captains  of  the  53d,  and  a  captain  and  lieutenant  of  the 
66th  regiment ;  Mr.  Gumming,  a  purser  of  an  East-Indiaman  ; 
Mr.  Cook,  formerly  commander  of  a  store-ship ;  Counts  de 
Montholon  and  Las  Cases,  Emmanuel  Las  Cases,  Dr.  Antom- 
marchi,  and  five  of  Bonaparte's  domestic  servants. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  O'Meara's  counsel,  Mr.  Charles  Phil- 
lips and  Mr.  (afterward  Mr.  Justice)  Patteson,  showed  cause 
against  the  rule  ;  and,  without  attempting  to  enter  into  the 
facts  or  merits  of  the  case,  they  urged  the  fatal  objection, 
which  had  been  already  intimated  by  the  Court  when  they 
granted  the  rule,  that  the  application  was  made  too  late. 
The  Solicitor-General  admitted  that  he  could  find  no  prece- 
dent to  justify  the  delay  ;  and  the  late  Lord  Abinger,  then 
Mr.  Scarlett,  who  was  retained  with  him  in  the  case,  con- 
fessed himself  equally  at  fault.  It  now  became  merely  a 
question  whether  the  rule  should  be  discharged  with  costs. 
Mr.  Justice  Best  (afterward  Lord  Wynford)  said,  "  This  ob- 
jection does  not  go  to  the  merits.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
fatal  objection.     If  we  choose  to  stand  on  that,  and  shut  our 

^  It  is  right  to  mention  that,  notwithstanding  the  good  opinion  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  had  entertained  of  Captain  Poppleton  while  he  discharged 
the  duties  of  orderly  officer,  he  afterward  discovered  that  he  had  ac- 
cepted a  present  of  a  snuff-box  from  Napoleon,  without  acquainting  him 
with  the  circumstance  ;  but  it  is  also  fair  to  Captain  Poppleton  to  state, 
that  on  his  arrival  in  England,  he  informed  Lord  Bathurst  that  he  had 
accepted  the  present.  When  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  became  aware  of  the 
fact,  he  wrote  to  Lord  Bathurst  in  terms  of  strong  censure  of  Captain 
Poppleton's  conduct  in  this  particular,  saying  that  in  accepting  a  pres- 
ent without  his  knowledge,  he  considered  him  to  have  betrayed  the 
confidential  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  had  also  refused  Captain  Pop- 
pleton's application  to  be  allowed  to  remain  at  Longwood  when  the  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belonged  was  relieved. 
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eyes  to  the  merits,  I  don't  think  we  could  give  costs."  And 
so  the  Court  ultimately  decided  in  Michaelmas  term  ;  and 
the  only  satisfaction  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  derived  from 
the  result  of  the  proceedings  was,  that  he  was  not  compelled 
to  pay  the  costs  of  his  adversary  as  well  as  his  own  I  We 
can  not  help  sympathizing  with  his  feelings  expressed  in  a 
note  to  his  solicitor  on  the  7th  of  November,  where  he  says 
— "  Your  clerk  has  informed  me  that  it  is  probable  the  ques- 
tion will  be  got  rid  of  as  lost  in  point  of  time.  Really,  I  hope 
the  Solicitor-General  will  set  me  right  with  the  public  on  this 
head.  I  never  was  informed,  and  could  not  know,  that  any 
particular  time  was  fixed  for  my  bringing  on  the  cause ;  and 
it  was  not  until  after  my  papers  and  memoranda  had  been 
in  the  Solicitor-General's  possession  the  whole  of  last  sum- 
mer, and  until  his  opinion  and  that  of  Mr.  Tindal  had  been 
given  to  me  upon  them  in  November,  that  I  knew  the  urgen- 
cy of  my  bringing  forward  the  case.  I  do  not  like  it  to  be 
imputed  to  me  that  such  delay  proceeded  from  ignorance  of 
the  laws.  It  was  not  to  be  presumed  I  should  be  informed 
of  such  a  rule,  unless  made  acquainted  with  it  by  my  legal 
advisers  ;  and,  as  such  a  rule  was  known  to  exist  by  them, 
why  was  no  opinion  given  to  me  upon  the  papers  I  left  with 
the  Solicitor-General  until  after  a  delay  of  three  or  four 
months  ?  It  would  be  really  hard  upon  me  to  bear  the 
whole  reproach  of  the  delay." 

Sir  Hudson  next  consulted  Mr.  Tindal  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  indicting  O'Meara,  or  of  bringing  an  action  for  dam- 
ages against  him.  But  the  cautious  lawyer  dissuaded  him 
from  the  attempt.  He  said  with  perfect  truth  that  the  proper 
legal  remedy  had  been  already  resorted  to  for  the  vindication 
of  his  client's  character.  He  had  cleared  himself  from  every 
charge  upon  his  oath  ;  and  if  O'Meara  challenged  the  truth 
of  his  denials,  he  might  test  them  by  prosecuting  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  for  perjury.  An  indictment,  liowever,  would  not  try 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  accusations  contained  in  the 
libel,  for  Lord  Campbell's  excellent  Act  was  not  then  in  ex- 
istence, which  enables  a  defendant  to  justify,  even  in  an  in- 
dictment, an  alleged  libel,  if  he  can  show  that  it's  publica- 
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tion  is  for  the  public  benefit.  As  to  a  civil  action,  Mr.  Tin- 
dal  said  that  it  was  perfectly  certain  that  O'Meara  would 
not  justify,  for  a  great  portion  of  his  work  consisted  of  pri- 
vate communications,  as  he  himself  stated,  from  Bonaparte, 
which,  of  course,  he  could  not  prove.  And  it  would  be 
useless  to  incur  the  risk  of  obtaining  a  verdict  for  only 
small  damages,  which  would,  in  fact,  be  a  triumph  to  the 
defendant. 

This  opinion  was  submitted  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  Earl 
Bathurst,  that  he  might  be  guided  by  that  Minister's  advice. 
And  it  is  deeply  to  be  lamented  that  he  did  not  at  once  ener- 
getically follow  Lord  Bathurst's  counsel,  who  wrote  to  him 
the  following  letter : 

"  November  28,  1823. 
"  My  dear  General — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letters,  and  the  inclosures,  which  I  return.  After  so 
decided  an  opinion  given  by  so  respectable  an  advocate  as 
Mr.  Tindal  against  any  further  prosecutions,  I  certainly  could 
not  think  of  advising  you  to  undertake  them.  I  have  always 
thought  that,  whatever  might  have  been  the  result  of  your 
late  proceedings,  you  owed  it  to  yourself  after  all  that  had 
been  said  against  you,  to  draw  up  a  full  and  complete  vin- 
dication of  the  administration  of  your  government  at  St. 
Helena,  coupled  with  all  the  documents  in  your  statement. 
It  will  be  for  consideration  when  it  will  be  prudent  to  pub- 
lish it. 

"  With  respect  to  the  advice  given  you  by  your  friends  that 
you  should  press  for  some  mark  of  his  Majesty's  favor  as  a 
testimony  of  the  sense  his  Government  entertain  of  your  con- 
duct, and  the  complaint  which  you  seem  to  make  that  nothing 
has  been  done  of  that  description,  you  will  allow  me  to  remind 
you  that,  though  a  regiment  was  not  in  a  pecuniary  light  any 
great  advantage,  yet  your  having  been  given  one  soon  after 
your  return  was  an  unequivocal  proof  of  his  Majesty's  appro- 
bation of  your  services ;  and  I  am  sure  you  will  be  ready  to 
acknowledge  that  the  attention  which  has  been  shown  to 
those  who  served  under  you  is  much  more  than  Governors 
on  thoir  return  usually  experience.     You  are  also,  I  believe, 
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aware  that  it  is  my  intention  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
recommending  you  to  a  West  India  Government.  I  shall  do 
so  because  I  think  that  your  services  entitle  you  to  such  an 
appointment ;  hut  do  not  let  your  friends  persuade  you  that 
this  is  to  silence  any  clamor  which  may  be  raised  against 
you.  Believe  me  it  will  only  give  to  your  opponents  the  oc- 
casion of  renewing  their  attack. 

"  I  have,  &c.  Batiiuust." 

It  was  no  doubt  a  fatal  mistake  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  not 
to  publish  a  refutation  of  the  charges  against  him  by  print- 
ing the  documents  in  his  possession.  He  wearied  the  Govern- 
ment with  applications  for  redress,  when  he  had,  in  fact,  in 
his  own  hands  the  amplest  means  of  vindicating  his  charac- 
ter. It  is  needless  to  repeat  what  has  been  already  said  on 
this  subject  in  an  early  pai-t  of  the  present  work.  He  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  aware  how  seldom  there  is  found  in 
Governments  the  moral  courage  to  support,  much  less  patron- 
ize, an  injured  but  unpopular  man.  The  soi-disant  liberal 
press,  which  with  strange  inconsistency  had  always  espoused 
the  cause  of  Bonaparte,  the  very  incarnation  of  military  des- 
potism, rejoiced  at  having  so  tangible  an  object  of  attack 
through  whom  the  Ministry  might  be  assailed  ;  and  a  tide  of 
calumny  was  thus  set  afloat  which  was  enough  to  overwhelm 
any  one,  however  innocent.  And  the  miserable  effect  of  this 
kind  of  position  is,  that  at  last  even  friends  begin  to  grow 
lukewarm  if  not  suspicious,  and  care  not  to  come  forward 
and  incur  the  odium  of  defending  him  whom  the  vox  populi 
condemns.  Besides,  in  another  important  respect  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  suffered.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Lord  Liver- 
pool was  in  some  degree  prejudiced  against  him.  Lord  Bath- 
urst  recommended  him  for  a  pension,  which  was  surely  due 
to  him  as  much  as  to  Colonel  "Wilkes,  the  Governor  of  St. 
Helena  whom  he  succeeded,  and  who  received  a  retiring  al- 
lowance of  £.1600  a  year;  but  no  pension  was  ever  granted 
to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  Why  was  this  ?  Nothing  could  be 
more  full,  explicit,  and  unreserved,  than  the  terms  in  which 
Lord  Bathurst  conveyed  to  him  the  approval  of  the  British 
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Government  at  the  close  of  his  arduous  duties  at  St.  Helena. 
Why,  then,  was  a  pecuniary  recompence  withheld  which  he 
had  fairly  earned? 

The  fact  seems  to  he  that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  suffered  the 
'peine  forte  et  dure  for  standing  mute.  Lord  Liverpool,  per- 
haps, construed  the  late  Governor's  persevering  silence  unfav- 
orably, as  though  it  arose  from  mistrust  of  the  goodness  of 
his  case.  Aide  toi,  et  Ic  del  t'aidera,  is  a  golden  maxim, 
which  in  a  world  like  this  ought  never  to  he  lost  sight  of 
Instead  of  wasting  his  time  in  addressing  memorials  to  the 
Ministry,  and  insisting  in  private  to  them  upon  his  innocence 
of  the  charges  heaped  upon  his  head,  he  ought  to  have  ap- 
pealed boldly  to  the  public  by  laying  before  them  the  real 
facts  of  the  case,  before  the  poison  of  calumny  had  affected 
the  whole  literature  of  the  country  on  the  subject  of  his  gov- 
ernment at  St.  Helena.  He  professed,  indeed,  to  despise  his 
enemies;  and,  conscious  of  his  own  rectitude,  believed  that 
justice  would  be  done  to  him  at  last.  But  he  died  before 
that  time  came,  and,  beyond  collecting  materials  for  his  de- 
fense, he  took  no  steps  for  the  public  vindication  of  his  char- 
acter. When  O'Meara's  book  first  appeared,  he  proposed  to 
the  Government  that  he  should  publish  a  letter  in  his  own 
name,  declaring  the  whole  work  throughout,  in  all  that  re- 
lated to  him,  to  be  a  tissue  of  the  grossest  falsehoods,  or  of  the 
most  artful  misrepresentations,  and  one  of  the  most  infamous 
attempts  that  had  been  ever  made  to  impose  upon  the  credu- 
lity and  generous  feelings  of  the  British  nation.  To  such  a 
declaration  it  was  suggested  that  he  should  add  a  pledge  that 
he  would  write  a  refutation  of  the  calumnies  contained  in  it. 
This  pledge,  however,  he  says  that  he  saw  no  sufficiently 
strong  motive  to  give.  It  was  attaching  an  importance,  both 
to  the  work  itself  and  to  the  writer,  which  he  did  not  con- 
ceive they  merited.  He  could  besides  never  brook  the  idea 
that  his  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  with  which  he 
had  been  charged,  honored  as  it  had  been  by  the  fullest  ap- 
probation of  his  Majesty's  Government,  was  such  as  to  render 
it  necessary  for  him  to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  it  against 
the  aspersion  of  such  a  slanderer. 
Vol..  II.— I 
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The  feeling  which  actuated  him  is  strongly  expressed  in  a 
letter  he  wrote  on  the  23d  of  May,  1823,  in  which  he  said 
that  he  had  so  conducted  himself  in  all  his  difficult  relations 
toward  Napoleon,  during  the  whole  course  of  his  duties  at 
St.  Helena,  as  to  set  at  utter  defiance  and  to  hold  in  the  most 
downright  contempt  any  spccieiJ  of  accusation  that  could  be 
brought  against  him ;  being  convinced  that  the  more  publicity 
was  given  to  any  investigation  relating  to  his  conduct,  wheth- 
er toward  Bonaparte  or  his  followers,  the  greater  would  his 
difficulties  appear,  and  the  more  would  such  investigation  re- 
dound to  his  honor. 

This  feeling  is  creditable  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  spirit,  and 
such  expressions  are  the  language  of  conscious  innocence  ; 
but  it  was  a  grievous  error  not  to  attempt  to  do  away  with 
the  impression  produced  by  O'Meara's  book  by  giving  to  the 
world  a  true  version  of  the  occurrences  which  that  writer  so 
malignantly  and  so  skillfully  distorted. 

Lord  Bathurst  did  not  forget  his  promise  of  a  West  Indian 
appointment ;  and  on  the  14th  of  December,  1823,  he  wrote  to 
Sir  Hudson  and  informed  him  that  he  was  to  go  out  as  Gov- 
ernor of  Antigua.  He  did  not,  however,  for  family  reasons, 
accept  the  appointment;  but  subsequently,  in  1825,  he  was 
made  Commander  of  the  Forces  at  Ceylon,  and  quitted  En- 
gland in  the  month  of  October  in  that  year.  He  traveled  by  way 
of  Paris,  Frankfort,  Vienna,  and  Constantinople.  At  Vienna  he 
had  an  interview  with  Prince  Metternich,  who  told  him  that, 
in  a  conversation  he  had  with  Count  Bertrand  in  Paris,  the  lat- 
ter said  that  they  had  no  complaint  to  make  against  the  Gov- 
ernor of  St.  Helena  personally  for  his  conduct  there,  that  he 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  render  their  situation  comfort- 
able, but  that  it  was  the  island  they  were  dissatisfied  with.^ 
Bertrand  at  the  same  time  mentioned  that  they  had  given  up 
all  hope  of  being  removed  from  St.  Helena  through  the  efilect 
of  their  complaints ;  and  that  their  sole  hope  for  some  time 
before  Bonaparte's  death  was  in   the   success   of  a  project 

'  The  reader  will  remember  the  suppressed  passage  of  Las  Cases' 
Journal,  quoted  previously,  vol.  i.  p.  33  :  "  Les  details  it  St.  Helene 
sojit  peu  de  chose  ;  c^est  d'y  etre  gui  est  la  grande  affaire." 
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which  had  been  formed  in  America  for  getting  him  off  the 
island. 

In  1828,  while  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  was  at  Ceylon,  Sir  Walter 
Scott's  "  Life  of  Napoleon  "  appeared.  The  archives  of  the 
Colonial  Office  had  been  thrown  open  to  his  research,  and  he 
had  the  opportunity  of  reading  the  dispatches  of  Earl  Bath- 
urst  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  And  no  one  can  doubt  the  will- 
ingness of  Sir  Walter  Scott  to  do  justice  to  the  reputation  of 
another,  or  for  a  moment  suspect  him  of  unfairness  in  the 
use  of  materials  placed  at  his  command.  A  more  thorough- 
ly honest  and  high-minded  writer  never  existed ;  and,  while 
we  admire  the  genius  of  the  poet,  the  novelist,  and  the  his- 
torian, we  love  the  generous  and  kindly  nature  of  the  man. 
But  it  seems  impossible  that  he  could  have  attentively  pe- 
rused the  correspondence  between  Lord  Bathurst  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  St.  Helena,  and  the  other  official  documents,  weigh- 
ing carefully  the  evidence  they  contain  against  the  assertions 
of  such  authors  as  O'Meara,  Las  Cases,  and  Antommarchi. 
For,  to  quote  only  one  instance  of  inaccuracy,  he  speaks  of 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  as  forgetting  that  his  prisoner  was  in  a 
situation  where  he  ought  not  to  have  been  considered  as  an 
object  of  resentment,  or  as  subject  like  other  men  to  retort 
and  retaliation.  "  The  new  Grovernor,"  he  says,  "  was  vul- 
nerable ;  he  could  be  rendered  angry,  and  might  therefore  be 
taken  at  advantage."  The  public  naturally  imagined  that 
this  view  was  formed  upon,  or  at  all  events  corroborated  by, 
a  perusal  of  the  official  documents  to  which  Sir  Walter  had 
had  access ;  and  it  of  course  gave  additional  probability  to  the 
statements  of  O'Meara  in  his  book,  where  he  represents  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  as  giving  way  to  unseemly  bursts*of  passion, 
and  abusing  his  power  for  the  purpose  of  causing  annoyance 
to  Napoleon.  But  the  documents  themselves  are  directly  op- 
posed to  any  such  conclusion.  Whatever  may  have  been  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe's  faults  of  character,  assuredly  the  want  of  self- 
command  in  his  relations  toward  his  captive  was  not  one  of 
them.  We  have  seen  that  Napoleon  was  irritated  not  by  his 
anger,  but  his  impassive  coolness ;  and  that  Sir  Pulteney  Mal- 
colm bore  testimony  to  his  perfect  control  over  his  temper 
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during  the  painful  interviews  at  Longwood.  And  we  may 
safely  assert,  without  the  least  fear  of  contradiction,  that  there 
does  not  exist  in  all  the  numerous  dispatches,  whether  public 
or  private,  wlaich  he  wrote  while  Governor  of  St.  Helena,  or 
in  the  voluminous  papers  which  he  left  behind  him  at  his 
death,  a  single  line  to  warrant  the  idea  that  he  ever  consid- 
ered Napoleon  as  "  an  object  of  resentment,  and  open  to  re- 
tort and  retaliation." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  turned  with  eagerness  to  Sir  Walter 
Scott's  work  in  hopes  of  finding  in  it  a  full  vindication  of  his 
conduct  as  Governor  of  St.  Helena.  He  had  been  grievously 
injured  in  public  estimation  by  the  calumnies  which  had  been 
industriously  spread  by  his  enemies,  and  he  thought  that  the 
time  was  now  come  when  the  whole  truth  would  be  made 
known,  and  the  cloud  which  rested  on  his  name  would  be 
rolled  away.  He  expected,  however,  more  than  it  was  pos- 
sible for  the  historian  to  accomplish.  For  Sir  Walter  had 
access  only  to  the  correspondence  and  documents  in  the  Colo- 
nial Office,  and  these  did  not  and  could  not  supply  the  mate- 
rials for  a  complete  defense.  This  required  an  inspection  of 
the  minutes  made  from  time  to  time  by  Major  Gorrequer, 
which  have  been  so  often  quoted  in  the  present  work — a  com- 
parison of  O'Meara's  printed  narrative  with  his  private  let- 
ters— and  the  consideration  of  a  great  variety  of  documents  in 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  possession,  which  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  no 
opportunity  of  perusing. 

In  proportion  as  Sir  Hudson's  hopes  had  been  raised,  the 
pang  of  disappointment  was  keenly  felt ;  "  for  it  was  not  an 
enemy  that  reproached  him,  then  he  could  have  borne  it." 
He  applied" for  and  obtained  from  the  Governor  of  Ceylon  tem- 
porary leave  of  absence,  in  order  that  he  might  return  to  En- 
gland, and  consider  what  steps  he  ought  to  talce  in  his  own 
vindication.  On  his  way  home  he  touched  at  St.  Helena,  and 
with  what  feelings  must  he  have  visited  a  place  with  which 
his  own  fate  had  been  so  strangely  interwoven  !  He  had  first 
landed  there  as  its  Governor  to  assume  one  of  the  most  re- 
sponsible trusts  ever  committed  to  a  public  servant  of  the 
Crown;  he  had  quitted  it  with  the  unqualified  approbation 
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of  the  Ministry  that  appointed  him  ;  and  he  was  now  return- 
ing to  Europe  from  another  and  subordinate  command  to  en- 
deavor to  obtain  reparation  for  years  of  calumny  and  detraction 
earned,  by  a  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duty  at  St.  Helena. 
There  however  his  reception  was  such  as  almost  to  atone  for 
the  sufferings  and  annoyances  of  the  past.  Military  honors 
were  paid  him  on  landing,  a  public  entertainment  was  given 
him  by  the  inhabitants,  and  another  by  the  military  of  the 
colony.  He  remained  on  the  island  only  three  days,  and  on 
the  evening  of  the  last  he  was  attended  to  the  waterside  by 
those  who  welcomed  him  as  their  guest,  and  he  was  cheered 
by  them  as  he  embarked. 

The  tribute  was  spontaneous,  and  as  such  was  deeply  felt 
by  the  man  who  had  so  long  been  the  object  of  unmerited 
odium.  It  was  also  the  more  valuable  as  offered  in  the  place 
where  his  character  was  best  known  and  his  conduct  most 
fully  understood. 

Short  as  was  his  stay  at  St.  Helena,  the  ex-Governor  did 
not  fail  to  visit  Longwood — that  spot  on  which  the  interest 
of  Europe  had  been  for  more  than  five  years  so  keenly  con- 
centrated. And  what  was  the  sight  that  met  his  eye  ?  Since 
his  departure  the  place  had  been  appropriated  to  the  meanest 
uses.  The  chief  approach  to  it  now  was  through  a  large  pig- 
sty, which  occupied  the  site  of  what  had  formerly  been  the 
offices.  Out  of  the  windows  of  what  had  once  been  the  bill- 
iard-room, through  broken  panes,  protruded  bundles  of  hay  ; 
and  a  thrashing-machine  was  placed  in  the  closet  which  ad- 
joined the  bedroom.  The  bedroom  itself — that  room  in  which 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  breathed  his  last — was  converted 
into  a  stable  !  The  garden  in  which  he  had  soothed  some  of 
the  weary  hours  of  his  captivity  was  no  longer  a  garden.  Its 
walks  were  cut  up,  its  shrubs  removed,  its  grotto  and  its 
fountains  gone.  But  let  due  praise  be  given  to  the  utilitarian 
motive  for  this  dreary  change.  The  plot  of  ground  had  be- 
come a  potato-field ;  and  those  who  authorized  these  acts  had 
the  consolation  of  knowing  that,  however  feeling  might  be 
outraged,  and  sentiment  shocked,  they  at  all  events  put  money 
into  their  pockets  by  the  miserable  transformation. 
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When  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  reached  England,  he  found  that 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  at  the  head  of  the  Ministry,  and 
Earl  Bathurst  President  of  the  Council.     He  hastened  to  the 
latter,  and  consulted  him  as  to  the  expediency  of  publishing 
an  answer  to  Sir  Walter  Scott's  work.     Lord  Bathurst,  how- 
ever, did  not  encourage  him  in  this  design  ;  nor  indeed  did 
he  take  the  same  view  as  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  of  the  unfavor- 
able effect  of  that  writer's  remarks.    He  told  him  that  no  dif- 
ference was  felt  in  the  sentiments  of  Government  toward  him, 
and  they  required  no  refutation  of  charges  which  they  did  not 
believe.     Moreover,  he  said  that  Sir  Hudson's  best  chance  of 
succeeding  to  the  government  of  Ueylon  was  by  being  oii  the 
spot  when  a  vacancy  occurred  ;  and  he  advised  him  to  return 
there  without  delay.     Before  leaving  England,  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  had  an  audience  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  en- 
deavored to  obtain  from  him  a  promise  of  his  interest,  in  the 
event  of  the  vacancy  occurring.    The  Duke,  however,  replied 
that  he  never  did,  and  never  would,  make  any  such  promise 
beforehand ;  and  that  he  did  not  think  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Sir  George  Murray,  would  be  justified  in  doing  so.     But  he 
added  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  ex-Governor  of  St.  Helena  had 
been  very  hardly  used ;  and  when  Sir  Hudson  observed  that 
the  object  of  his  application  to  Government  had  always  been 
either  to  obtain  a  situation  corresponding  in  rank  to  that  which 
he  had  filled  at  St.  Helena,  or  the  means  of  an  honorable  re- 
tirement, if  Government,  from  motives  of  policy,  did  not  think 
fit  to  employ  him,  the  Duke  answered,  that  no  motive  of 
policy  would  prevent  him  from  employing  him  (Sir  Hudson) 
where  his  services  might  be  useful.    On  this  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
suggested  that  an  opportunity  might  occur  of  sending  him  in 
some  capacity  to  the  Russian  army,  which  at  that  time  was 
engaged  in  a  campaign  against  the  Turks  ;  but  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  shortly  replied,  "  We  have  kept  out  of  that ;   we 
have  kept  out  of  that." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  then  spoke  on  the  subject  of  a  pension, 
stating  the  circumstances  under  which  he  had  before  ajiplied 
for  one ;  but  the  Duke  made  immediate  objections,  saying 
that  ParHament  would  not  grant  it.    Sir  Hudson  replied,  that 
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he  had  always  been  desirous  to  have  the  question  referred  to 
Parliament,  and  was  ready  to  stand  or  fall  by  its  decision. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington,  however,  said,  it  was  useless  to  urge 
the  matter  any  further,  as  he  was  certain  Mr.  Peel  would  never 
make  any  such  proposal  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  therefore  returned  to  Ceylon,  and  resumed 
his  former  military  command  in  that  island,  looking  forward 
to  the  prospect  of  becoming  Governor  at  no  distant  period.  He 
was,  however,  doomed  to  disappointment.  The  expected  va- 
cancy occurred  at  the  end  of  1830,  but  a  different  Ministry 
was  then  in  power,  and  from  it  he  had  little  to  hope.  Earl 
Grey  was  Prime  Minister,  and  neither  he  nor  his  colleagues 
could  be  expected  to  sympathize  much  with  the  former  guard- 
ian of  Napoleon's  person,  of  whom  it  had  been  so  long  the 
fashion  of  their  party  to  speak  as  the  inhuman  jailer  of  an 
injured  prisoner.  ■' 

To  show  the  kind  of  odium  which  attached  to  his  name, 
we  may  mention  an  incident  which  occurred  in  1833.  In 
the  course  of  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the  19th  of 
February  in  that  year,  respecting  the  provisions  of  a  Coercion 
Bin  for  Ireland,  Lord  Teynham,  after  saying  that,  though  he 
was  willing  to  intrust  extraordinary  powers  to  the  then  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  (the  Marquis  of  Normandy),  yet  it  was 
necessary  to  legislate  with  reference  to  those  who  might  suc- 
oeedhim.  "Now  suppose,"  continued  Lord  Teynham,  "the 
noble  Marquis  were  to  be  succeeded  in  the  Government  of 
Ireland  by  a  Sir  Hudson  Lowe" — here  the  speaker  was  called 
to  order,  and,  when  he  had  sat  down,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
immediately  said,  "  I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord,  or  to  state  any  objection  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  being  assisted  by  six  Privy  Councilors  ;  but 
I  do  rise  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  character  of  a  highly 
respectable  oiEcer,  not  a  Member  of  this  House,  from  the 
gross  imputation  thrown  upon  him  (by  implication)  by  the 
noble  Lord  ;  and  certainly  a  grosser  one  I  never  heard  uttered 
within  these  walls.  When  the  noble  Lord  pays  a  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  present  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  all  noble  Lords  concur  in  the  same  opinion  he  has 
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expressed  of  that  notle  Marquis  ;  but  when  he  says  '  the  noble 
Marquis  may  be  succeeded  by  some  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,'  1  beg 
to  know  what  the  noble  Lord  means  ?  I  have  the  honor  to 
know  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and  I  will  say,  in  this  House  or  else- 
where, wherever  it  may  be,  that  there  is  not  in  the  army  a 
more  respectable  oificer  than  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  nor  has  his 
Majesty  a  more  faithful  subject." 

Lord  Teynham. — "  Really,  my  Lords,  I  had  no  intention 
of  aspersing  the  private  character  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  No 
doubt  the  testimony  the  noble  Duke  bears  to  it  is  perfectly 
correct.  But  as  regards  his  public  conduct  while  Governor  of 
St.  Helena,  I  say,  and  will  maintain  it  as  a  Peer  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  he  is  cried  out  upon  by  all  the  people  of  Europe 
as  a  person  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  power." 

Ea7i  Bathurst. — "  Perhaps  it  is  conferring  too  much  im- 
portance on  the  matter  to  offer  any  answer  to  the  noble 
Lord's  remarks  ;  but  after  his  observations  on  the  late  Gov- 
ernor of  St.  Helena,  that  he  so  conducted  himself  in  that 
capacity  as  to  have  been  found  fault  with  in  every  part  of 
Europe,  I  deny  that  such  was  the  case  ;  the  charge  is  directly 
false.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  behaved,  in  his  very  responsible 
capacity,  in  a  manner  highly  to  his  credit :  all  well-informed 
persons  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  knew  what  his  conduct 
was,  and  approved  it." 

A  day  or  two  afterward.  Lord  Teynham  made  the  following 
apology  for  his  unwarrantable  attack  : — "  In  rising  to  present 
two  petitions  on  the  subject  of  tithes,  I  beg  to  state — what  I 
should  have  stated  more  explicitly  on  a  former  evening  (if  I 
had  not  been  called  to  order,  or  rather  interrupted,  upon  my 
making  an  observation  in  which  I  mentioned  the  name  of  that 
gallant  officer  Sir  Hudson  Lowe) — I  now  beg  to  state  that  it 
was  not  my  intention  to  impute  improper  conduct  to,  or  to 
make  any  reflection  upon,  that  individual.  I  merely  used  the 
name  of  that  gallant  person  hypothetically,  in  order  to  show 
the  danger  of  placing  any  portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
Under  military  power,  upon  an  uncertainty  into  whose  hands 
that  power  might  hereafter  fall.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
friends  of  the  gallant  General  in  this  House  will  believe — and 
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that  through  them  he  may  be  informed — that  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  bring  any  accusation  against  him." 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  \vrote  and  thanked  the  Duke  for  his 
prompt  and  generous  defense,  and  his  Grace  replied  in  the  fol- 
lowing note  : 

"  S.  Save,  Fch.  31,  1833. 

"  My  dear  General — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
20th.  I  assure  you  that  I  considered  that  I  did  no  more 
than  my  duty  upon  the  occasion  to  which  you  refer  in  repel- 
ling a  very  gross  and  marked  insinuation  against  an  officer,  in 
his  absence,  for  whom  I  entertained  the  highest  respect  and 
regard.  The  discussion  ended  in  a  way  that  must  be  highly 
satisfactory  to  all  your  friends.  Ever,  my  dear  General, 
yours  most  faithfully,  Wellington. 

"  Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe." 

Sir  Robert  Wilmot  Horton  was  appointed  the  new  Gov- 
ernor of  Ceylon,  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  hopes  of  preferment 
were  at  an  end.  He  returned  to  England  in  1831,  and  never 
afterward  had  any  public  employment  or  received  any  pension. 
In  a  memorial  he  drew  up  in  1843,  after  alluding  to  the 
state  of  inactivity  in  which  he  had  been  kept  for  twelve 
years,  he  said — "  The  Government  of  the  island  of  Ceylon 
had  thrice  fallen  vacant,  and  the  chief  authority  in  the  Ionian 
Islands  (where  my  local  services  at  their  liberation  and  in  the 
discharge  of  dvil  and  military  duties  subsequently  had  con- 
tributed to  form  a  strong  claim  for  re-employment)'  ybz<r  times, 
during  the  period  of  which  I  have  been  speaking.  Vacancies 
had  also  arisen  on  other  stations  ;  but  on  none  of  these  occa- 

^  Here  it  is  right  to  notice  what  was  omitted  in  the  Memoir  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  in  chapter  iii.  of  vol.  i.,  that  he  received  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Santa  Maura,  one  of  the  Ionian  islands,  on  ceasing  to  be 
its  Governor  in  1812,  a  most  complimentary  address  ;  and  also  a  sword 
from  the  Members  of  Council,  which  was  voted  to  him  in  the  following 
flattering  terms  : — *'  Per  caratterizzare  quindi  all'  adorabile  nostro  Lowe 
nella  piu  animata  ed  onorevole  forma  gl'  ingenui  sentiment!  della  viva 
nostra  ricconoscenza,  crede  doveroso  il  Govemo  Provisorio  di  quest' 
Isola,  doverglisi  dedicare  a  nome  di  tutta  la  grata  popolazione  Leucadi- 
ense  una  sciabla  d'oro,  su  cui  con  simboUeggianti  configurazioni,  ed 
espressivi  emblemi  siano  incisi  li  suoi  singolari  meriti  rapporto  a  noi, 
nonche  le  nostre  riconoscenti  sensazioni." 

I* 
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sions  were  either  my  local  or  general  services,  or  any  claim 
arising  from  past  disappointments,  taken  into  that  considera- 
tion which  I  should  have  hoped  might  have  been  deemed  to 
be  their  due. 

"  The  several  commands  in  India  had  also  repeatedly  fallen 
vacant  during  the  above  period,  but,  although  my  name 
had  been  taken  down  as  a  candidate  for  employment  in  that 
quarter  no  result  followed." 

Sir  Hudson  died  in  1844,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his 
age.  He  died  poor,  for,  although  while  Governor  of  St.  He- 
lena his  salary  had  been  liberal,  amounting  to  X12,000 
a  year,  the  expense  of  the  situation,  the  high  prices  of  every 
article  of  consumption  in  the  island,  and  his  own  hospitable 
mode  of  living,  allowed  him  to  save  little.  He  therefore  left 
no  provision  for  his  family  ;  and  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel  re- 
commended Miss  Lowe,  the  unmarried  daughter  of  Sir  Hud- 
son, to  the  Q^ueen  for  a  small  pension  which  at  the  time  was 
at  his  disposal,  "  in  recognition  of  the  services  of  her  father." 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

REVIEW  OF    THE    EVIDENCE   AS    AFFECTING    THE    BRITISH  GOV- 
ERNMENT AND  SIR  HUDSON  LOWE. 

We  have  now  brought  our  narrative  to  its  close  ;  but  it 
may  perhaps  be  thought  neither  useless  nor  irrelevant  briefly 
to  review  the  evidence  that  has  been  adduced,  and  say  a  few 
words  as  to  its  result  and  effect.  There  are  obviously  two 
questions  to  consider — questions  which  are,  in  themselves, 
quite  distinct,  but  which  the  public  have  been  apt  to  con- 
found. These  are,  first,  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Government  toward  Napoleon  Bonaparte  when  his  surrender 
at  Eochefort  placed  him  as  a  prisoner  in  their  hands  ?  and, 
secondly,  What  was  the  conduct  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  to 
whom  was  committed  the  responsible  office  of  guarding  the 
captive  and  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  ? 
The  Government  might  be  in  fault,  and  yet  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  be  acquitted  of  all  reproach ;  or  again,  they  might  be 
blameless,  and  he  might  deserve  to  be  condemned.  Let  us 
separate  the  cases,  and  deal  with  each  according  to  its  merits. 

I  have  already  endeavored  to  show  that  the  assumption  of 
Napoleon,  that  his  surrender  was  voluntary,  and  therefore 
that  he  had  a  right  to  be  treated  as  a  guest  and  not  as  a 
prisoner,  had  no  foundation  in  fact.  He  had  but  a  choice  of 
evils.  Escape  was  all  but  impossible  ;  and  the  only  real  al- 
ternatives were,  either  to  give  himself  up  to  one  of  the  hostile 
powers  arrayed  against  him,  or  try  another  desperate  chance 
on  the  battle-field  with  the  broken  fragments  of  a  vanquished 
and  dispirited  army  against  the  combined  forces  of  Europe. 
If  he  were  again  beaten,  death  or  surrender  was  inevitable ;  and 
what  sane  man  believes  that  even  Napoleon  could  have  suc- 
cessfully contended  with  such  tremendous  odds  as  were  against 
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him,  if  he  had  attempted  to  retrieve  his  ruined  fortune  by  an- 
other battle  ?  He  weighed  the  counsel  of  the  devoted  officers 
vifho  were  willing  to  fight  for  him  to  the  last ;  but  he  saw  that 
the  scheme  was  hopeless,  and  he  rejected  it.  What  then  re- 
mained ?  Nothing  but  surrender.  He  chose,  for  good  reasons 
of  his  own,  the  deck  of  a  British  man-of-war  as  his  place  of 
refuge  from  a  worse  calamity  ;  but  this  act  of  his  gave  him 
no  more  rights  than  he  possessed  a  few  hours  before,  when  he 
was  still  deliberating  whether  he  should  not  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  army  behind  the  Loire,  and  risk  the  chances 
of  another  action  with  Wellington.  No  denial  can  falsify — 
no  sophistry  can  alter — this  fact.  It  is  proclaimed  in  the 
page  of  history,  and  that  page  must  be  torn  out  before  we 
can  admit  that  England  was  bound  by  any  principle  of 
justice,  or  any  canon  of  international  law,  to  receive  as  an 
uninvited  guest  her  most  persevering  and  rancorous  enemy. 
Hancorous,  indeed,  we  may  call  him,  when  we  remember 
the  proclamations  he  issued  to  his  generals  and  armies  in  the 
Peninsula.  They  were  told  to  drive  the  "hideous  leopard" 
into  the  sea  ;  and  the  victor  at  Assye,  Vimiero,  Talavera,  and 
Badajos,  was  contemptuously  designated  as  a  "  sepoy  gener- 
al." England  was  the  Carthage  which  the  Scipio  of  France 
was  to  destroy.  "  Cette  lutte  contre  Carthage  sera  decidee 
dans  les  plaines  d' Espagne."  The  language  of  his  official 
journal,  the  "  Moniteur,"  was,  "God  grant  that  a  hundred 
thousand  English  may  present  themselves  before  us  in  the 
open  field  I  The  Continent  has  always  been  their  tomb  I" 
and  it  was  in  the  following  terms  that  he  addressed  his  Ad- 
mirals from  the  camp  of  Boulogne  :  "  Go  I  lose  not  a  moment ; 
once  gain  possession  of  tire  Channel  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
England  is  ours.  We  shall  then  have  avenged  six  centuries 
of  insult  and  shame." 

What  then  was  England  to  do  ?  Was  she  to  treat  with 
the  honors  due  to  a  crowned  head  and  give  an  assylum  on 
her  shores  to  him,  whom  she  had  only  a  few  months  previ- 
ously, in  conjunction  with  the  Allied  Powers  in  solemn  Con- 
gress assembled,  denounced  as  an  outlaw,  and  with  whom 
she  and  they  had  sworn  to  combat  until  the  disturber  of  the 
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■world's  peace  was  subdued  ?^  Something  perhaps,  might 
have  heen  said  for  this,  if  the  tide  of  time  could  have  been 
rolled  back,  and  the  events  which  followed  the  abdication  at 
Fontainebleau  in  1814  had  been  forgotten.  But  were  the 
escape  from  Elba,  and  the  bloody  campaign  of  Waterloo, 
without  warning  and  significance?  England  would  have 
been  a  traitress  to  Europe,  if  she  had  not  secured  the  person 
of  Napoleon  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  any  outbreak  of  his 
mad  ambition  all  but  impossible.  But  this  could  not  have 
been  accomplished  if  he  had  been  permitted  to  reside  in 
Britain,  unless  we  had  kept  him  in  some  fortress  a  closely- 
guarded  prisoner.  And  Napoleon  denied  our  right  to  do  this. 
His  claim  was  to  be  received  as  a  guest,  and  as  such  of 
course  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  complain  of  restric- 
tions on  his  liberty.  Mere  surveillance  would  have  been  a 
mockery  ;  and  no  custody,  short  of  that  which  the  stone  walls 
of  a  prison  aflbrded,  would  have  been  secure.  The  danger 
of  proximity  to  France  was  not  now  a  matter  of  opinion,  but 
of  fact.  Experience  had  shown  that  the  faith  of  treaties 
could  not  bind,  nor  reverses  check,  the  ambition  of  Napoleon. 
Xhe  hopes  of  every  malcontent  in  France  would  have  turned 
to  him  so  long  as  his  return  was  a  possible  contingency ;  and 
the  very  circumstance  of  his  near  neighborhood  would  have 
given  birth  to  a  thousand  plots  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Bour- 
bons. Nor  must  we  imagine  that  these  plots  would  not 
have  been  seconded  by  some  among  ourselves.  Many  were 
so  infatuated  as  still  to  look  upon  Bonaparte  as  the  child  and 
champion  of  the  French  Revolution,  which  they  defended  and 
admired  ;  and  his  place  of  residence  in  this  country  would 
have  been  the  rallying-point  of  disafTection  and  focus  of  po- 
litical intrigue. 

The  British  Government,  therefore,  determined  to  remove 
Napoleon  far  from  Europe,  in  which  for  the  space  of  twenty 

^  "  Les  Puissances  declarent,  en  consequence,  que  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte s'est  place  hors  des  relations  civiles  et  sociales,  et  que,  comme  en- 
nemi  et  perturbateur  da  repos  du  monde,  il  s'est  livre  a  la  vindicte 
publique." — Extract  from  the  Protocol  of  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  March, 
1815. 
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years  he  had  kept  alive  the  flames  of  war.  They  wished  to 
grant  him  as  much  liberty  as  was  consistent  with  safe  custo- 
dy, and  abridge  as  little  as  possible  the  comforts  and  even 
luxuries  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed.  For  this  pur- 
pose, they  selected  St.  Helena,  the  climate  of  which  was 
healthy,  and  its  situation  such  as  enabled  them  to  combine 
the  restraints  of  confinement  with  a  due  regard  to  the  per- 
sonal convenience  of  the  exile.  It  was  a  place  which  a  French 
writer  had  described  in  1804  as  an  isle  of  Calypso — a  spot  wor- 
thy to  have  given  birth  to  the  Goddess  of  Beauty — so  sunny, 
cheerful,  and  healthy  was  it  \^  And  in  a  report  published  in 
the  same  year  at  Paris,  by  order  of  the  First  Consul,  St.  He- 
lena was  called  a  terrestrial  paradise,  where  the  air  was  pure 
and  the  sky  serene ;  where  health  shone  in  every  countenance, 
and  diseases  contracted  in  India  were  immediately  cured. ^ 

We  wish  not  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  plea  that  Napoleon's 
own  treatment  of  his  prisoners  would  have  justified  England 
in  adopting  severer  and  sterner  measures.  We  hold  it  to  be 
an  unworthy  argument  that  a  great  nation  should  measure 
its  sense  of  what  is  due  to  a  fallen  foe  by  his  own  conduct 
toward  others  in  the  day  of  his  prosperity  and  power.  But 
we  think  that  complaints  of  our  injustice  and  cruelty  came 
with  a  bad  grace  from  one.who  never  showed  commiseration 
or  indulgence  toward  those  whom  the  fortune  of  war  threw 
into  his  hands.  The  murder  of  the  Due  d'Enghien  was  an 
act  which  would  have  made  the  harshest  treatment  of  Napo- 
leon appear  to  be  only  a  measure  of  righteous  retribution. 
His  conduct  toward  the  Glueen  of  Prussia  showed  his  indiffer- 
ence toward  the  feelings  of  the  unfortunate.  His  own  favorite 
maxim,  which  he  more  than  once  repeated  at  St.  Helena,  was 
that  la  politica  giustifica  tutto — "  policy  justifies  everything" 
— and  even  he  could  not  deny  that  this  plea  would  have  en- 
titled us  to  deal  with  him  in  any  maimer  most  expedient  for 
the  interests  of  Europe. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  England  ought  to  have  ac- 
corded to  Napoleon  the  imperial  title.     I  have  already  ex- 

'  "Voyage  par  M.  Bory  de  St.  Vincent."     An  xiii.  (1804). 
'  "See  Pictorial  Hist,  of  England,"  vol.  iv.  p.  36. 
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pressed  my  own  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  more  magnani- 
mous to  have  done  so,  and  that  we  might  have  humored  the 
sensitive  pride  of  our  prostrate  enemy  by  allowing  him  to 
retain  the  style  of  appellation  to  which  he  had  been  so  long 
familiar.  I  know  not  whether  many  will  be  disposed  to  agree 
in  this  view  ;  but  it  is  only  fair  to  state  that  it  was  from  no 
narrow-minded  feeling  of  vindictiveness,  but  from  grave  rea- 
sons of  state  policy,  that  the  British  Government  came  to  a 
different  conclusion.  They  thought  that  they  could  not  with- 
out inconsistency  grant  to  Napoleon  when  vanquished  the 
title  which  they  had  steadily  refused  to  him  in  the  plenitude 
of  his  power.  They  had  carried  on  the  war  with  him,  not  as 
the  Emperor  of  France,  but  as  a  successful  adventurer  at  the 
head  of  an  immense  army  which  coerced  the  will  of  the  French 
nation.  They  had  been  no  party  to  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
which  recognized  him  as  Emperor  of  Elba,  for  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  expressly  refused  to  sanctionit  with  his  signature.  Louis 
XVIIL  had  been  received  in  France,  not  as  a  ruler  imposed 
upon  the  people  by  foreign  bayonets,  but  as  their  legitimate 
and  rightful  sovereign.  There  could  not  be  at  the  same  time 
an  Emperor  and  a  King  of  the  same  country,  and  we  had  never 
ceased  to  recognize  the  head  of  the  Bourbon  family  as  King. 
It  might  be  asked,  as  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  an  able  argument 
on  the  subject  has  put  the  question,  "  If  Napoleon  was  ac- 
knowledged Emperor  of  France,  of  what  country  was  Louis 
XVIIL  King  ?"  And  there  would  have  been,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  an  awkward  appearance  of  discourtesy  to  that  monarch 
if  we  had,  by  giving  the  title  of  Emperor  to  Bonaparte,  seemed 
to  sanction  what  Louis  could  look  upon  only  as  an  usurpation 
of  his  own  rights.  Moreover,  the  English  Ministry  felt  that 
the  imperial  style  could  in  future  be  only  a  mockery  and  a 
sham  as  regarded  Napoleon  himself  while  it  might  cause 
serious  embarrassment  in  the  mode  of  dealing  with  him  at 
St.  Helena.  "  His  purpose,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,i  "  in  tena- 
ciously claiming  the  name  of  a  sovereign,  was  to  establish 
his  claim  to  the  immunities  belonging  to  that  title.  He  had 
already  experienced  at  Elba  the  use  to  be  derived  from  ereet- 
'  "Life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,"  vol,  ix,  p.  138. 
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ing  a  barrier  of  etiquette  betwixt  his  person  and  any  incon- 
venient visitor.  Once  acknowledged  as  Emperor,  it  followed 
of  course  that  he  was  to  be  treated  as  such  in  every  particu- 
lar ;  and  thus  it  would  have  become  impossible  to  enforce 
such  regulations  as  were  absolutely  demanded  for  his  safe 
custody.  Such  a  Uatiis,  once  granted,  would  have  furnished 
Napoleon  with  a  general  argument  against  every  precaution 
which  might  be  taken  to  prevent  his  escape." 

In  addition  to  these  reasons,  it  was  thought  a  matter  of  vital 
importance  at  the  time  to  lessen  the  jnestigc  of  his  name, 
which  had  such  a  strange  influence  over  the  minds  of  men, 
that,  even  when  he  was  doing  his  utmost  to  injure  England, 
the  country  which  he  hated  most,  he  found  apologists,  if  not 
partisans,  in  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment. And  having  once  come  to  this  decision,  the  Govern- 
ment resolved  to  act  consistently.  They  refused  to  become 
parties  to  any  proposal  which  might  seem  to  keep  alive  his 
pretensions  to  the  title  which  they  denied  him.  It  was  on 
this  ground,  that  Lord  Bathurst  directed  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  not 
to  encourage  in  Napoleon  the  idea  of  assuming  an  incogtzito, 
which  it  would  have  seemed  invidious  to  refuse,  and  might 
have  caused  some  embarrassment  to  allow.  The  conduct  of 
the  English  Ministry  toward  Napoleon  was  based  on  the 
principle  of  truth.  They  in  effect  said  to  him,  "  We  will  not, 
now  that  you  are  our  prisoner,  give  you  the  shadow  of  a 
crown,  when  we  have  constantly  opposed  your  claim  to  the 
reality.  You  renounced  the  title  of  First  Consul,  which  we 
acknowledged,  and  you  assumed  another  which  we  have 
never  recognized.  We  will  not  suffer  you  now  to  mimic  the 
forms  and  assert  the  privileges  of  sovereignty  in  our  inter- 
course with  you,  for  we  have  never  reckoned  you  in  the  num- 
ber of  crowned  heads."  These  are  reasons  which,  whether 
they  be  capable  of  refutation  or  not,  were  not  to  be  lightly 
disregarded,  and  they  are  such  as  made  the  English  Govern- 
ment determine  not  to  grant  the  style  of  Emperor  to  Napo- 
leon. 

The  next  point  to  consider  is  the  actual  treatment  of  Napo- 
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leon  while  under  the  guardianship  of  England.  And  here, 
when  all  the  facts  of  the  case  are  fully  and  fairly  known,  it 
does  seem  impossible  to  make  good  any  charge  against  the 
Ministry  of  the  day.  To  provide  effectually  against  his  eva- 
sion was  an  essential  condition.  But  having  made  this  point 
secure.  Lord  Bathurst  and  his  colleagues  showed  an  anxious 
desire  to  study  his  wishes  and  promote  his  comfort. 

They  required  indeed  that  he  should  be  accompanied  by  an 
orderly  oiBcer  when  he  rode  beyond  the  boundary  of  his  limits, 
and  that  the  correspondence  vi'ith  and  from  Longwood  should 
pass  through  the  hands  and  be  submitted  to  the  eye  of  the 
Governor.  But  what  was  there  unreasonable  in  this  ?  Let 
it  not  be  forgotten  that  active  minds  were  continually  at  work 
planning  the  possibility  of  rescuing  the  captive  at  St.  Helena. 
A  dash  down  a  ravine,  and  the  strokes  of  a  few  oars,  might 
have  set  Napoleon  free,  if  the  most  unremitting  care  had  not 
been  taken  to  prevent  secret  concert  and  intelligence  with  the 
external  world.  We  have  it  on  the  authority  of  Bertrand 
that  the  hopes  of  the  French  exiles  were  turned  to  America  ; 
and,  had  any  relaxation  of  the  stringency  of  our  watch  ren- 
dered the  design  practicable,  there  would  have  been  no  lack 
of  adventurers  ready  to  attempt  it,  who  would  have  deemed 
themselves  sufficiently  rewarded  by  the  eclat  of  the  enterprise 
if  it  had  proved  successful.  Many  a  romantic  scheme  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  and  abandoned.  But  why  ?  Because 
it  was  known  that  the  regulations  opposed  an  invincible 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  its  execution,  and  the  sleepless  vigilance 
of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  was  not  to  be  deceived. 

But  a  range  was  given  to  Napoleon  within  which  he  might 
enjoy  all  the  privacy  of  retirement,  and  as  much  freedom 
from  restraint  as  he  could  possibly  desire.  His  table  was 
served  on  a  liberal,  and  even  luxurious,  scale.  There  was  a 
constant  supply  of  expensive  wines.  Ten  or  twelve  saddle- 
horses  were  kept  for  him  and  his  officers.  No  expense  was 
spared  in  rendering  the  house  at  Longwood  as  comfortable  as 
circumstances  would  allow,  although  we  freely  admit  that  it 
never  was  a  suitable  residence  for  Napoleon.  This  the  Gov- 
ernor always  felt,  and  he  made  every  exertion  to  provide  a 
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better.  The  materials  for  a  new  house  were  sent  out  from 
England  as  soon  as  it  was  found  that  the  island  did  not  fur- 
nish the  means  of  building  one  fit  for  his  abode.  The  reiterat- 
ed instructions  of  Lord  Bathurst  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  contain- 
ed not  only  in  official  dispatches  but  in  private  letters,  were 
to  show  his  captive  every  indulgence  compatible  with  the 
security  of  his  person.  Surely,  with  Lamartine,  we  may  call 
this  a  respectful  captivity,  although  it  was  characterized  as  a 
martyrdom ;  and  we  may  challenge  those  who  assert  that  the 
conduct  of  the  English  Government  was  wanting  in  humani- 
ty to  point  out  a  single  authentic  instance  by  which  that 
charge  can  be  supported. 

But  not  a  syllable  of  thanks  or  acknowledgment  ever  pass- 
ed the  lips  of  Bonaparte.  The  system,  or,  as  the  French 
called  it,  the  policy,  at  Longwood  was  to  keep  alive  a  spuri- 
ous.sympathy  in  Europe  on  their  behalf  by  a  tale  of  imagin- 
ary wrongs,  as  if  the  English  Ministry  delighted  to  mortify 
their  prisoner  by  a  series  of  mean  and  petty  persecutions. 
It  was  for  this  object  that  the  plate  was  broken  up  for 
sale — that  exaggerated  complaints  were  made  when  the  pro- 
visions, owing  to  some  accidental  neglect  of  the  purveyor, 
were  either  deficient  in  quantity  or  indifferent  in  quality, 
an  attempt  to  check  waste  was  represented  as  parsimonious 
thrift ;  and  the  iron  railing,  sent  from  England  to  ornament 
the  inclosure  of  the  grounds  and  prevent  cattle  from  trespass- 
ing, was  designated  as  an  iron  cage.  And  let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten that  every  shilling  expended  upon  the  establishment 
at  Longwood  was  derived  from  the  taxation  of  the  people  of 
England.  Those  whom  he  had  never  spoken  of  in  the  zenith 
of  his  power  except  in  the  most  opprobrious  terms — "that 
nation  of  shopkeepers,"  as  he  contemptuously  called  them — 
cheerfully  contributed  a  portion  of  their  wealth  to  alleviate 
the  discomforts  of  his  situation  and  minister  to  his  indulgence. 
They  enabled  him  to  maintain  a  numerous  retinue,  who  kept 
up  around  him  the  formalities  of  a  court,  and  served  him 
with  the  ceremony  of  royal  etiquette. 

That  he  might  have,  in  some  respects,  been  better  oif  at 
Longwood  we  need  not  deny,  but  his  own  obstinacy  exposed 
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him  to  gratuitous  annoyance.  He  secluded  himself  in  his 
chamber  and  enfeebled  his  health,  because  a  road,  which  he 
had  never  used,  was  for  a  time  withdrawn  from  his  limits, 
and  he  persisted  in  this  mode  of  life  long  after  he  knew  that 
the  road  was  open  to  him  as  before.  When  workmen  were 
employed  to  make  some  addition  to  his  rooms,  he  complained 
of  the  noise  and  insisted  that  they  should  be  dismissed.  After 
the  removal  of  O'Meara  he  preferred  to  suffer  illness  rather 
than  call  in  a  medical  attendant,  who  resided  at  Longwood 
for  the  express  object  of  watching  over  his  health.  He  dis- 
played a  tenacity  of  purpose  and  obstinacy  of  will  which,  if 
it  had  been  shown  in  the  heroic  endurance  of  unavoidable 
misfortune,  would  have  been  sublime,  but  which,  when  em- 
ployed in  the  creation  of  grievances  and  repulse  of  proffered 
kindness,  was  only  contemptible.  A  man  who  is  ingenious 
in  inflicting  annoyance  upon  himself  will  seldom  want  the 
opportunity.  He  may  generally  defeat  the  well-meant  inten- 
tions of  those  who  endeavor  to  mitigate  his  lot,  but  it  is  hard 
that  he  should  be  allowed  to  fasten  upon  them  the  responsi- 
biUty  of  his  own  self-imposed  restraints. 

And  wherein  did  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  fail  to  carry  out  the 
humane  wishes  of  the  British  Government  ?  We  admit  that 
his  manner  was  not  attractive,  but  he  had  too  few  opportuni- 
ties of  personal  intercourse  with  Napoleon  to  render  this  a 
matter  of  any  moment.  Indeed,  at  the  first  interview,  before 
it  was  known  that  his  sense  of  duty  was  as  rigid  as  that  of 
Sir  George  Cockburn,  the  impression  he  made  was  favorable. 
"  This  new  Governor  is  a  man  of  very  few  words,  but  he  ap- 
pears to  be  a  polite  man,"  was  Napoleon's  remark  to  O'Meara. 
And  here  it  is  only  fair  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  quote  from  a 
manuscript  found  among  his  papers,  in  which  he  had  com- 
menced a  narrative  of  the  events  of  his  government  at  St. 
Helena,  but  did  not  proceed  beyond  a  few  pages,  his  own  ac- 
count of  the  feelings  and  temper  of  mind  with  which  he  ac- 
cepted and  endeavored  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  his  arduous 
task.  He  says,  "  I  may  truly  declare  that  I  undertook  the 
charge  intrusted  to  me  upon  public  principle ;  for,  opposed  as 
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it  was  to  my  own  inclination,  I  yet  made  no  stipulations  ;  I 
sought  no  advantages  ;  whatever  was  granted  me,  whether 
of  military  distinction  or  pecuniary  stipend,  was  given  un- 
solicited. I  received  the  appointment  with  gratitude,  as  an 
honor  conferred  upon  me,  although  an  honor  attended  certain- 
ly with  very  onerous  and  anxious  duties,  and  I  hoped  to  justi- 
fy the  choice  of  my  sovereign  by  my  conduct I  had 

some  motives  for  believing  that  I  could  render  his  (Napoleon's) 
confinement  as  little  irksome  to  him  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  would  admit  of.  I  knew  his  country  and  his  country- 
men, and  looked  upon  both,  not  only  without  prejudice,  but 
with  afl'eotionate  regard.  I  recollect  the  time  when  I  had 
said  that,  if  I  were  not  a  native  of  Great  Britain,  which, 
could  it  be  a  matter  of  choice,  would  be  my  first  wish,  I 
should  be  proud  to  be  a  native  of  Corsica."  And  again — "I 
trust  that  it  will  clearly  be  seen  by  the  following  pages  that 
the  worst  charges  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  could  raise 
against  me  were  an  insensibility  to  every  instance  of  violence 
which  he  showed  to  me,  and  a  facility  at  detecting  the  mo- 
tives of  much  of  his  conduct,  which  were  unavoidably  morti- 
fying, because  he  had  objects  in  view  of  deep  interest  to  him 
in  many  of  his  words  and  acts,  intended  to  appear  merely  as 
the  consequence  of  anger  and  intemperance. 

"  I  trust  that  it  will  further  be  evident  that,  if  persecution 
existed  at  St.  Helena,  /was  the  object  of  it;  and  that  it  was 
often  moved  in  unsuspected  and  distant  quarters,  and  directed 
by  unseen  and,  to  the  world,  unknown  agents.  It  will  cer- 
tainly be  evident  that  I  never  resented  this  treatment.  I  con- 
sidered it  only  an  inconvenience,  although  a  serious  one,  be- 
longing to  the  appointment  which  I  accepted. 

"  But  more  than  this  will  be  made  plain,  and  I  hope  ac- 
knowledged by  the  reader.  I  claim  credit  for  having  studi- 
ously consulted  the  personal  convenience  and  comfort  of  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  and  his  followers.  To  the  former  my  in- 
structions, as  well  as  my  inclination,  obliged  mo  to  show  every 
indulgence  consistent  with  his  personal  safety  ;  and  the  ap- 
proval recorded  both  of  the  particular  acts  and  general  con- 
duct with  which  I  executed  my  instructions  includes  a  direct 
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testimony  that  I  did  treat  ray  prisoner  with  the  indulgence 
which  the  British  Government  desired,  and  his  situation  de- 
manded. The  occurrences  whicli  will  be  presently  laid  before 
the  reader  will  prove  that  this  course  was  steadily  pursued 
amidst  a  series  of  provocations  and  intrigues  which  were  in- 
tended to  produce  treatment  of  an  opposite  character,  and  so  to 
give  real  cause  of  complaint,  for  purposes  which  it  will  appear 
were  of  more  importance  to  the  prisoner  than  any  temporary 
inconvenience  he  was  prepared  to  sufler  from  measures  of  se- 
verity.    The  absence  of  all  severity  was  his  real  grievance." 

Let  us  now  say  a  few  words  as  to  those  chapters  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott's  "  Life  of  Napoleon,"  in  which  he  discusses  the 
question  of  th6  charges  brought  against  the  Governor  of  St. 
Helena.  After  mentioning  that  the  correspondence  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  with  the  British  Government  had  been  laid 
open  to  him  by  Lord  Bathurst,  he  reviews  under  two  separate 
heads  the  alleged  grievances  of  Napoleon  ;  first,  as  they  arose 
out  of  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  ;  and  secondly,  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  those  instructions  were  said  to  have  been 
executed  by  the  Governor  of  St.  Helena.  With  reference  to 
the  first  point,  he  examines  in  detail  the  instructions  and  regu- 
lations consequent  upon  them,  and  ably  vindicates  them  from 
the  charge  of  unnecessary  strictness  and  severity.  He  also 
shows  that  the  complaints  of  the  French  at  Longwood  against 
Sir  George  Cockburn,  whose  conduct  has  been  favorably  spoken 
of  by  the  historians  of  the  Captivity  as  fair,  honorable,  and 
conciliatory,  were  really  without  foundation.  He  then  pro- 
ceeds to  consider  the  character  and  conduct  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  and  it  is  impossible  not  to  see  that  the  view  he  takes 
is  upon  the  whole  unfavorable.  "It  would  be  unjust,"  he 
says,  "  to  condemn  him  unheard  who  has  never  fairly  been 
put  upon  his  defense,  and  the  evidence  against  whom  is  of  a 
very  suspicious  nature  ;"  and  he  admits  "the  impossibility  of 
producing  impartial  evidence  on  the  subject  of  a  long  train 
of  minute  and  petty  incidents,  each  of  which  necessarily  de- 
mands investigation,  and  is  the  subject  of  inculpation  and 
defense."    But  the  impression  which  he  leaves  upon  the  mind 
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■  of  the  reader  is,  that  some  of  the  charges  can  not  be  success- 
fully met.  The  points  in  which  Sir  Walter  Scott  seems  to 
have  thought  that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  failed,  were  a  want  of 
proper  command  of  temper  in  his  intercourse  with  Napoleon, 
and  a  want  of  steadiness  of  purpose,  arising  from  an  oppressive 
sense  of  the  importance  and  the  difficulties  of  his  situation. 
"  This  over  anxiety,"  he  says,  "led  to  frequent  changes  of  his 
regulations,  and  to  the  adoption  of  measures  which  were  after- 
ward abandoned  and  perhaps  again  resumed.  All  this  uncer- 
tainty occasioned  just  subject  of  complaint  to  his  prisoner; 
for  though  a  captive  may  become  gradually  accustomed  to 
the  fetters  which  he  wears  daily  in  the  same  manner,  he  must 
be  driven  to  impatience  if  the  mode  of  them  be  altered  from 
day  to  day." 

This  passage  conveys  the  idea  that  frequent  and  harassing 
changes  were  made  by  the  Governor  in  his  rules,  and  that 
his  conduct  with  respect  to  thgri  was  marked  by  vacillation, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  annoy  and  irritate  Napoleon.  And 
if  such  were  really  the  case,  he  must  have  infused  much  need- 
less bitterness  into  the  cup  which  his  prisoner  had  to  drink ; 
and  it  would  prove  him  to  have  been  very  unfit  for  the  deli- 
cate office  which  he  had  to  perform,  and  which  in  so  peculiar 
a  degree  required  a  firm,  consistent,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
conciliatory  course  of  action.  But  is  it  true  that  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  did  behave  toward  Napoleon  in  the  manner  imputed  to 
him  ?  Did  he  capriciously  and  vexatiously  change  the  regu- 
lations which  had  been  once  established  ?  The  reader  has 
before  him  in  these  volumes  all  the  evidence  that  exists  on 
the  subject,  and  he  can  determine  for  himself  how  far  the 
allegation  is  correct.  The  instances  cited  by  Sir  Walter  Scott 
by  way  of  example  are  two  :  first — the  restriction  by  the 
Governor  of  Napoleon's  limits  to  two-thirds  of  their  original 
space,  and  the  restoration  of  them  shortly  afterward  to  their 
previous  extent ;  and  second — the  relaxation  at  times  of  the 
rule  which  required  that  Napoleon  should  be  seen  every  day 
by  an  orderly  officer.  Let  us  consider  both  these  subjects  of 
complaint. 

The  original  limits  of  Napoleon  embraced  a  circuit  of  twelve 
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miles.  Four  of  these  consisted  of  a  road  which  descended  ftom 
Longwood  into  a  ravine,  and  then,  rising  to  the  opposite  side, 
ran  along  Woody  Ridge  to  Hutt's  Gate.  The  ravine,  there- 
fore, was  within  the  limits.  In  it  were  numerous  cottages, 
which  Napoleon  had  entered,  and  to  some  of  the  inhabitants 
he  had  given  money.  This  was  thought  to  be  an  objection- 
able practice,  and  the  only  mode  of  preventing  it  was  by  either 
interdicting  him  from  the  ravine,  or  making  an  orderly  offi- 
cer accompany  him  in  his  rides.  To  the  latter  plan  he  had 
an  insuperable  aversion.  The  only  alternative,  therefore, 
seemed  to  be  to  cut  off"  the  ravine  from  the  limits.  This  ne- 
cessarily cut  off  also  the  road  along  Woody  Ridge  which  could 
be  reached  only  by  first  crossing  the  ravine.  But  Napoleon 
had  never  once  used  that  road  since  the  arrival  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  at  St.  Helena.  It  was  therefore  thought  that  there 
could  be  no  hardship  in  excluding  it  from  the  limits,  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  about  the  ravine.  This  was  the 
real  object  of  the  Regulations  as  altered  in  October,  1816.  But 
as  the  policy  of  the  exile  at  Longwood  was  to  represent  every 
act  of  the  Governor  as  an  oppression,  and  he  complained  bit- 
terly of  the  loss  he  had  sustained  in  not  being  allowed  to  ride 
unattended  along  a  road  which,  when  it  was  open  to  him,  he 
had  never  once  made  use  of  Sir  Hudson  soon  afterward  with- 
drew the  regulation  and  restored  the  road  to  the  limits,  ac- 
companying the  concession  with  a  request,'  which  was  (per- 
haps not  unreasonably)  construed  by  Bonaparte  into  a  com- 
mand, that  he  would  not  go  off  the  road  while  on  horseback, 
for  this  would  have  enabled  him  to  visit  the  cottages  of  the 
blacks  in  the  ravine,  and  in  other  respects  have  facilitated 
clandestine  meetings.  The  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, in  respect  of  the  limits,  were  these  and  no  more.  Every 
subsequent  change  was  in  Napoleon's  favor,  and  more  and 
more  space  was  afterward  accorded  to  him,  until  even  Mon- 
tholon  warmly  thanked  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  for  what  he  had 
done  for  them.  Can  it  then  be  said  that  his  conduct  toward 
his  prisoner  in  this  matter  was  such  as  to  justify  complaint? 

'  "  On  est  invite  de  se  borner  a  la  route  principale."    Sec  Letters  and 
Documents,  No.  45 
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and  did  he  needlessly  harass  Napoleon  by  frequent  and  capri- 
cious changes  in  the  limits  ?  Surely  all  that  is  required  to 
vindicate  him  from  the  charge  is  to  state  the  facts  truly  as 
they  have  been  here  detailed. 

As  regards  the  second  of  the  two  instances  given  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott — that  which  relates  to  the  rule  requiring  the 
orderly  officer  daily  to  see  Napoleon — he  himself  says,  "  Per- 
haps the  Governor  may  be  in  this  case  rather  censured  as 
having  given  up  a  point  impressed  upon  him  by  his  original 
instructions,  than  blamed  for  executing  them  too  strictly 
against  the  remarkable  person  who  was  his  prisoner."  It 
would  be  hard  indeed  if  the  considerate  conduct  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  in  conniving  to  a  certain  extent  at  the  breach  of  the 
rule  which  required  that  the  orderly  officer  should,  once  every 
day  at  least,  see  Napoleon,  were  to  be  made  a  matter  of  re- 
proach against  him.  The  mere  omission  of  this  duty  at  cer- 
tain intervals  owing  to  the  almost  insuperable  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  its  discharge  by  Bonaparte  himself,  and 
the  enforcement  of  the  rule  at  periods  when  it  became  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  ascertain  by  ocular  evidence  the  presence 
of  the  prisoner  in  the  island,  must  in  all  fairness  be  attributed 
to  motives  of  kindness  and  humanity,  and  can  not  be  construed 
into  a  hardship  or  a  grievance.  There  never  was  a  time 
when  Napoleon  could  have  been  misled  into  the  belief  that 
the  regulation  was  abandoned  ;  and  he  knew  perfectly  well 
that  it  was  only  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  rudeness  and  the 
risk  of  actual  collision,  that,  when  he  shut  himself  up  for 
days,  and  even  for  weeks  together,  in  the  privacy  of  his  cham- 
ber, the  orderly  officer  did  not  force  his  way  into  the  house  and 
execute  the  commands  imposed  on  him  by  his  instructions. 
We  may  therefore  dismiss  this  charge  as  one  that  is  unfounded 
and  untenable. 

Few  things  irritated  Napoleon  more  than  the  firmness  of 
the  Governor  in  not  allowing  any  correspondence  to  pass  be- 
tween the  French  at  Longwood  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
island,  unless  it  had  been  previously  submitted  to  his  inspec- 
tion. But  in  this  respect.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  no  option. 
He  was  only  obeying  the  express  and  positive  command  of 
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his  Government,  who  insisted  that  he  should  read  all  letters 
written  by  the  Exile  and  his  attendants  before  they  were 
delivered  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  This 
is  an  office  which  must  always  give  pain  to  an  honorable 
mind.  But  the  necessity  of  the  case  admitted  of  no  alterna- 
tive. It  would  have  been  in  the  last  degree  d<»)gerous  to 
permit  sealed  communications  to  take  place,  the  contents  of 
which  were  unknown  to  the  Governor.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten 
that  Napoleon  never  for  a  moment,  until  tlie  hand  of  death 
was  upon  him,  abandoned  the  hope  of  leaving  St.  Helena.  I 
have  said  that  I  do  not  believe  he  seriously  entertained  any 
plan  of  secret  escape,  but  this  was  only  because  the  precau- 
tions taken  to  prevent  it  rendered  it  hopeless,  if  not  impossi- 
ble. But  active  partisans  were  at  work  in  Europe  and  in 
America  plotting  on  his  behalf,  and  his  eagle  eye  was  ever  on 
the  watch  scanning  the  horizon  and  looking  for  deliverance. 
He  had  made  O'Meara  his  creature,  and  through  him  estab- 
lished communications  with  the  agents  in  London.  To  prove 
this,  we  have  only  to  refer  to  the  contents  of  the  intercepted 
letters  which  were  addressed  to  O'Meara  at  St.  Helena  under 
a  feigned  name  ;  and  the  letter  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
written  to  the  same  person,  shows  that  some  clandestine 
scheme  was  then  in  contemplation.  These  volumes  demon- 
strate that,  notwithstanding  all  the  vigilance  of  the  English 
Government  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  Napoleon  and  his  officers 
were  able  to  corrupt  the  fidelity  of  persons  who,  for  the  sake 
of  a  bribe,  secretly  conveyed  documents  to  Europe.  The  kind- 
ness of  the  Governor  in  permitting  visitors  to  relieve  by  their 
presence  the  tedium  and  monotony  of  exile  was  unscrupulous- 
ly abused  ;  and  it  was  made  a  boast  by  the  French  that  they 
had  no  difficulty  in  sending  packets  of  letters  to  their  friends 
with  whom  they  wished  to  communicate.  Moreover,  let  it 
not  be  forgotten  that  immense  pecuniary  resources  were  at  the 
command  of  Bonaparte  in  Europe,  and  that,  if  unrestricted 
communication  had  been  allowed,  he  might  from  St.  Helena 
have  been  directing  a  vast  conspiracy  for  another  revolution 
in  France,  and  furnishing  the  means  for  carrying  its  objects 
into  effect. 

Vol.  IL— K 
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If  he  had  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  the  voice  of  in- 
dignant Europe  would  have  cried  shame  on  the  lax  custody 
of  England ;  and  who  would  then  have  dared  to  vindicate 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  from  the  charge  of  culpable  remissness  and 
gross  neglect  of  duty  ?  The  case  was  well  and  forcibly  put 
by  Lord  Bathurst  when,  in  answer  to  Lord  Holland's  attack 
upon  the  Government  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  18th  of 
March,  1817,  with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  Napoleon,  he 
said,' — "Let  them  suppose  that,  instead  of  sitting  to  discuss 
whether  a  little  more  or  little  less  restriction  should  be  imposed, 
they  had  thus  to  examine  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  at  their  bar  :  '  How 
and  when  he  did  escape  ?'  'In  the  early  part  of  the  evening, 
and  from  his  garden.'  '  Had  his  garden  no  sentinels  ?'  'The 
sentinels  were  removed.'  '  Why  were  they  removed  V  '  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte  desired  it — they  were  hateful  to  his  feelings ; 
they  were  then  removed,  and  thus  was  he  enabled  to  escape.' 
What  would  their  Lordships  think  of  such  an  answer  ?"  And 
what,  we  may  ask,  would  Europe  have  thought  if  escape 
from  St.  Helena  had  followed  the  escape  from  Elba,  and 
Bonaparte  had  reappeared  in  France  to  light  up  the  flames 
of  civil  war  and  involve  the  Continent  in  a  conflagration  ? 

If  the  facts  contained  in  these  volumes  do  not  disprove  the 
charge  brought  against  the  Governor  of  St.  Helena  of  unfeel- 
ing harshness  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  no  mere  assertion 
can  or  ought  to  have  that  effect.  It  is  not  difficult  to  account 
for  the  impression  which  has  so  long  prevailed  that  he  perse- 
cuted his  captive  with  gratuitous  annoyance,  and  showed 
toward  him  no  mark  of  civility  or  attention,  but  treated  his 
misfortunes  with  insult ;  for  it  is  the  studied  object  of  the 
works  of  O'Meara,  Santini,  Las  Cases,  and  Antommarchi, 
which  have  chiefly  formed  public  opinion  on  the  subject,  to 
convey  and  confirm  this  idea.  But  is  not  the  very  reverse 
of  this  the  truth  ?  Was  not  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  rather  the  ob- 
ject than  the  author  of  insult  and  provocation  ? 

The  French  officers,  writing  under  the  eye  and  dictation 
of  Napoleon,  addressed  to  the  Governor  letters  full  of  the  most 
cutting  sarcasm,  as  if  for  the  very  purpose  of  provoking  him 
'  See  "  Letters  and  Documents,"  No.  66. 
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to  reply  in  a  manner  unbecomins;  his  position.  As  he  him- 
self once  said  in  a  letter  to  Earl  Bathuvst — "  Where  the  at- 
tack is  all  on  one  side,  and  the  accuser  thinks  himself  at 
liberty  to  use  every  weapon  that  falls  under  his  hand,  fair  or 
foul,  and  has  a  shield  in  his  own  adversity  against  any  arm 
but  that  of  self-defense  being  raised  to  resist  his  blows,  the 
contest  has  every  advantage  for  him." 

Bertrand,  Montholon,  and  Las  Cases  gave  themselves  un- 
bounded licence  of  misrepresentation  in  their  correspondenco 
with  him.  They  did  not  hesitate  to  distort  the  simplest  facts, 
and  in  their  adroit  hands  acts  of  kindness  were  made  to  as- 
sume the  appearance  of  indignity  and  outrage.  When,  con- 
trary to  the  strict  letter  of  his  duty,  he  allowed  presents 
marked  with  the  impress  of  an  imperial  crown  to  be  sent  to 
Longwood,  but  at  the  same  time  called  attention  in  courteous 
terms  to  the  irregularity  of  the  proceeding,  what  was  Count 
Bertrand's  reply  ?^  "  The  Emperor  was  surprised  to  find  in 
your  letter  that  you  conceived  it  was  your  duty  not  to  trans- 
mit these  objects.  'If  I  acted,'  say  you,  'in  perfect  conform- 
ity with  the  established  rules,  I  ought  to  delay  sending  them.' 
In  that  case,  Sir,  you  would  have  done  well  to  withhold 
them.  .  .  .  The  Emperor  will  not  accept  of  favors  from 
any  body,  nor  be  indebted  for  any  thing  to  the  caprice  of  any 
one,  but  he  claims  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  restric- 
tions imposed  upon  him."  When  the  Governor  proposed  to 
replace  a  temporary  tent  by  the  erection  of  a  wooden  saloon 
for  the  convenience  of  Napoleon,  he  was  told  that  his  offer 
was  a  mockery,  and  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  his  conduct 
since  he  had  been  Governor  of  the  island.  It  would,  how- 
ever, be  tedious  to  go  through  the  catalogue  of  instances 
where  his  advances  were  repelled  with  contumely,  and  his 
desire  to  alleviate  the  discomforts  of  captivity  was  thwarted 
by  the  obstinate  conduct  of  those  who  dreaded  nothing  so 
much  as  the  having  no  grievance  to  complain  of  It  would, 
in  fact,  be  giving  a  needless  epitome  of  the  evidence,  which 
must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  reader. 

One  word  in  conclusion.     It  has  been  hinted  to  the  author 


See  vol.  i.  p.  461 
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that  he  has  undertaken  an  ungracious  and  unpopular  task : — 
ungracious,  because  it  may  have  the  appearance  of  apathy 
toward  the  misfortunes  of  Napoleon  to  record  the  littleness 
of  his  conduct  at  St.  Helena,  and  dispel  the  illusion  that  pre- 
vails on  the  subject  of  his  confinement  there  ; — and  unpopu- 
lar, because  the  public  have  made  up  their  minds  that  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  was  unfit  for  the  office  which  he  held,  and  a 
defense  of  him  may  involve  the  writer  who  attempts  it  in 
some  degree  of  odium. 

Even  if  it  were  so  I  should  not  be  deterred ;  but  I  have  no 
such  fears.  It  is  time  that  the  truth  should  be  known,  and 
it  is  never  too  late  to  repair  a  wrong.  If  injustice  has  hither- 
to been  done,  from  the  want  of  proper  information  and  a  too 
ready  credence  to  the  fictions  contained  in  the  works  which 
treat  of  the  Captivity,  it  ought  to  be  a  source  of  pure  satis- 
faction to  any  man  to  be  the  means  of  remedying  that  injus- 
tice. I  have  too  much  confidence  in  that  love  of  fair  play 
which  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  Englishmen,  to  believe 
that  they  will  be  unwilling  to  change  an  opinion,  unfavora- 
ble to  the  character  of  another,  so  soon  as  it  is  made  clear  to 
them  that  that  opinion  has  been  formed  upon  data  which  are 
incorrect.  The  worshipers  of  Napoleon  may  be  offended 
when  they  see  the  heroic  proportions  of  their  idol  disappear ; 
but  that  is  no  reason  why  the  vail  should  not  be  drawn 
aside,  which  has  hitherto  concealed  its  true  dimensions  from 
our  view.  It  must  not  be  allowed  to  cast  its  shadows  over 
the  reputation  of  others  whose  only  offense  was  that  they  did 
not  bow  down  to  its  influence,  and  offer  the  incense  of  flat- 
tery at  its  shrine,  but  firmly  and  faithfully  discharged  their 
duty  to  Europe  and  the  world. 
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No.  1. 
To  LiETJT. -General  Sir  J.  Stuart. 

Capri,  6th  October,  1808. 

Sir — Your  Excellency  will  have  been  informed,  by  the  let- 
ters 1  dispatched  on  the  4th  instant,  of  the  enemy  having  on 
that  day  commenced  an  attack  on  this  island.  It  becomes  a 
painful  duty  on  me  to  relate  the  first  unfortunate  results  of  it. 
I  had  received  some  vague  information  of  the  enemy's  designs 
on  the  preceding  day,  and  had  doubled  my  guards  and  picquets 
in  consequence  of  it.  The  arrangements  for  defense  in  other 
respects  were  as  foUows;  The  Royal  Corsican  Rangers  occu- 
pied the  town  and  heights  of  Capri.  The  Royal  Regiment 
of  Malta,  under  the  command  of  Major  Hamill,  the  position 
of  Ana  Capri.  Three  companies  of  this  corps  were  destined 
to  co-operate  with  the  same  number  from  the  Royal  Corsican 
Rangers,  for  the  defense  of  the  sea-line  lying  between  the  two 
positions,  should  the  enemy  make  that  his  principal  point  of 
debarkation.  The  point  of  retreat  for  the  companies  of  Royal 
Malta  was  Ana  Capri. 

At  daylight  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  we  clearly  perceived 
the  enemy's  force  standing  directly  to  us  from  Naples  ;  it  con- 
sisted of  a  44-gun  frigate,  a  corvette  carrying  22  guns,  thirty 
gun-boats,  and  about  forty  other  small  vessels  of  different  de- 
scriptions ;  the  whole  with  troops  on  board.  This  division 
made  toward  the  Marina  and  Palazzo  di  Mare,  the  principal 
landing-places  along  the  sea-line  before  mentioned,  but,  as 
they  approached  the  island,  manoeuvred  and  stood  off  for  some 
time.  In  this  interval  a  second  division,  consisting  of  seven 
gun-boats  and  about  thirty  small  vessels,  with  troops  also  on 
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board,  was  observed  cominnf  from  Salerno,  and  menaced  the 
landing-place  of  Grotto  and  Tragara,  at  the  back  of  Capri. 

Major  Hamill,  judging  from  these  appearances  that  the  first 
efforts  of  the  enemy  would  be  against  Capri,  with  an  anxious 
concern  to  grant  prompt  succor,  detached  first  two  companies 
for  the  support  of  the  sea-line,  and  afterward  two  more  com- 
panies in  reserve  to  the  town,  writing  to  acquaint  me  he  had 
posted  five  companies  between  the  points  of  Limbo  and  Dama- 
cuta  at  Ana  Capri,  where  he  considered  himself  as  secure.  It 
was  not  long  however  before  the  enemy  was  observed  to  change 
the  direction  of  his  first  and  principal  division,  which  steered 
toward  the  station  of  Damacnta,  leaving  only  a  few  vessels 
opposite  Palazzo  di  Mare.  The  division  from  Salerno  con- 
tinued in  its  first  course.  Observing  thus  the  enemy's  inten- 
tion fixed  on  his  places  of  debarkation,  I  remanded  hack  the 
companies  of  the  Royal  Malta  to  Ana  Capri  ;  and  as  his  design 
to  make  that  part  of  the  island  his  principal  point  of  attack 
became  more  obvious,  detached  to  Major  Hamill's  support 
three  companies  of  the  Royal  Corsican  Rangers,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Chureh,  who,  having  commanded  in  that 
station  before  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  of  Malta,  possessed 
all  that  local  knowledge  which  could  render  his  services  use- 
ful on  such  an  occasion. 

I  was  for  a  long  time  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  real  move- 
ments in  that  quarter,  until  I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Banks, 
surgeon  of  the  Royal  Malta,  dated  2  o'clock  p.m.,  informing 
me,  by  Major  Hamill's  desire,  that  he  thought  the  enemy  in- 
clined to  attack  him  at  Damacuta,  and  requesting,  if  I  thought 
proper,  that  I  would  send  him  what  reinforcement  I  could 
spare.  Having  previously  detached  the  companies  before 
mentioned,  this  object  was  thus  already  fulfilled. 

About  an  hour  afterward  I  received  a  note  from  the  Adju- 
tant, dated  3  o'clock,  acquainting  me,  by  Major  Hamill's  de- 
sire, that  the  enemy  had  landed  a  division  of  about  350  men 
at  the  left  of  Damacuta,  and  the  rest  was  standing  in.  I 
augured  the  most  unfavorable  consequences  from  this  report, 
as  the  principal  defense  of  Ana  Capri  consisted  in  the  facility 
of  defending  the  points  of  disembarkation,  which  however, 
being  once  forced,  opened  a  wide  field  for  an  enemy's  forma- 
tion and  subsequent  movements. 

At  this  moment  the  enemy  was  vigorously  pushing  his 
attempts  of  debarkation  at  the  points  Tragara  and  Grotto,  the 
result  of  which  remained  at  this  time  in  suspense.     Some  gun- 
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boats  and  small  vessels  still  menaced  debarkation  at  Palazzo 
di  Mare.  I  felt  on  this  occasion  there  was  no  other  alterna- 
tive than  to  march  up  with  all  the  force  I  could  collect  in 
Capri  to  the  support  of  the  troops  at  Ana  Capri,  and  leave 
the  defense  of  the  positions  at  Capri  to  chance  alone,  or  to 
endeavor  to  secure  that  which  was  already  in  my  possession. 
The  force  however  that  1  could  have  marched  up  was  so 
small,  and  the  result  of  their  assistance  so  doubtful  against 
an  enemy  who  had  so  successfully  overcome  the  principal 
difficulty  of  his  attack,  and  who  had  by  that  time  probably 
landed  the  whole  of  his  force,  that  I  decided  on  the  latter, 
and  felt  the  more  confirmed  in  the  propriety  of  this  decision, 
as  any  other  operation  would  have  menaced  the  loss  of  the 
whole  island.  I  immediately  dispatched  an  order  to  Major 
Ham  ill,  desiring  him,  if  he  felt  himself  pressed  by  the  enemy, 
and  doubtful  of  the  result,  to  save  his  regiment  by  retiring 
within  the  town-line  of  Capri,  sending  a  detachment  to  oc- 
cupy the  Fort  at  Monte  Solaro.  This  order  was  dispatched 
three  several  times,  and  received  the  first  time,  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  the  last  never  reached  him  ;  for  I  have  since 
understood  that  it  was  received  by  an  officer  of  the  regiment 
who  fell  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Before  6  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  attempt  made  by  the 
enemy  to  effect  a  debarkation  at  Tragara  and  Grotto  had  com- 
pletely failed;  the  companies  of  the  Royal  Corsican  Rangers 
who  were  charged  with  the  defense  of  that  part  of  the  island, 
under  the  direction  of  Major  Schummelketel,  having  complete- 
ly succeeded  in  repelling  him  by  heavy  discharge  of  musketry 
into  his  boats,  though  exposed  the  whole  of  the  time  to  the  fire 
of  the  gun-boats  as  well  as  to  the  enemy's  musketry.  I  was 
still  uncertain  respecting  affairs  at  Ana  Capri ;  but  finding 
this  part  of  the  island  now  secured,  I  collected  three  companies 
to  move  to  their  assistance  in  the  other  quarter,  more,  however, 
with  the  hope  of  establishing  some  order  in  the  retreat  than 
with  the  expectation  of  making  a  successful  resistance  against 
an  enemy  of  superior  numbers,  flushed  with  success  at  the 
advantages  already  gained.  I  had  scarcely  arrived  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain  of  Ana  Capri  before  I  met  several  small 
detachments  of  the  Royal  Malta  in  retreat.  A  sergeant  de- 
tached to  me  from  Captain  Church  informed  me  that  the  com- 
panies under  his  charge  had  taken  the  direction  to  Monte 
Solaro,  and  that  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  Capo  di 
Monte  (the  only  passage  of  communication  between  Capri  and 
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Ana  Capri)  ;  I  immediately  sought  a  peasant  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  a  track  up  the  precipices  of  the  mountain,  and 
dispatched  him  with  a  letter  to  Major  Hamill  at  Monte  So- 
laro,  to  he  delivered  in  his  absence  to  Captain  Church,  direct- 
ing him  to  use  every  means  for  joining  me  in  Capri  with  the 
whole  of  his  force,  leaving  only  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to 
occupy  the  fort  at  Monte  Solaro :  the  peasant  was  to  serve 
him  as  a  guide.  I  had  soon  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  my 
wishes  in  this  respect  had  been  fulfilled  by  Captain  Church, 
who  efiected  his  passage  down  the  precipices  with  his  detach- 
ment. From  him  I  learned  that,  except  about  150  men  at 
Monte  Solaro,  and  about  120  who  had  retired  down  the  steps 
of  Capo  di  Monte,  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  of  Malta 
were  made  prisoners.  Major  Hamill's  fate  still  remained 
unknown  to  me. 

As  no  officer  of  the  regiment  Royal  Malta  returned  to  Capri, 
I  could  obtain  no  relation  of  the  particular  occurrences  that 
befel  that  corps,  and  therefore  had  recourse  for  information  on 
the  subject  to  Captain  Church,  whose  report  to  me  is  annexed. 

The  occurrences  of  such  a  day  may  appear  to  afibrd  little 
occasion  for  the  acknowledgment  of  particular  services  ;  but 
it  would  be  highly  unjust  on  my  part  not  to  notice  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  was  supported  by  the  officers  and  men  in  gen- 
eral under  my  immediate  command,  when  I  feel  that  I  want 
words  to  express  a  due  acknowledgment  of  it. 

My  warmest  thanks  are  due  to  Major  Schummelketel,  as 
well  as  to  Captain  Guitiera,  Lieut.  Zerbi,  Ensigns  Agostini 
and  Bibra,  for  the  spirit  and  judgment  with  which  they  ful- 
filled their  duty  in  repelling  the  enemy's  attack  at  the  Points 
of  G-rotto  and  Tragara,  where  the  force  opposed  to  them  was 
so  highly  superior.  I  can  not  more  strongly  appreciate  the 
services  of  Major  Schummelketel  and  his  detachment  than  by 
saying  that  the  safety  of  this  island  depended  on  his  and  their 
exertions  in  the  defense  of  this  post.  Captain  Church's  ex- 
ertions were  peculiarly  conspicuous,  and  he  was  handsomely 
supported  by  Captains  Nicholson  and  Susini.  The  orderly 
retreat  of  his  detachment  through  parties  of  the  enemy  with- 
out any  loss  of  men  except  the  killed  and  wounded,  but  through 
absolute  exhaustion,  down  precipices  heretofore  deemed  im- 
practicable, forms  the  highest  eulogium  on  the  officers  who 
guided  it.  They  had  been  twenty  hours  under  arms,  and  in 
constant  movement.  The  small  detachment  of  British  Artil- 
lery performed  its  duty  in  its  usual  gallant  manner.     Lieuten- 
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ant  Brocheciampe,  who  had  charge  of  the  additional  gunners 
of  the  Royal  Corsican  Rangers,  and  to  whom  the  artillery  de- 
fense of  the  island  I  had  principally  entrusted,  gave  proofs, 
with  the  whole  of  his  detachment,  of  the  most  undaunted 
firmness,  having  been  repeatedly  attacked  by  an  unceasing 
fire  from  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  gun-vessels,  and  having 
as  constantly  repelled  them.  A  wound  received  in  his  duty 
has  deprived  me  of  his  present  services. 

It  has  been  extremely  difficult  for  me  to  form  any  exact 
calculation  of  the  state  of  the  enemy's  force.  The  officers 
who  were  at  Ana  Capri  state,  in  general,  that  the  division 
which  first  landed  at  Damacuta  must  have  consisted  of  about 
2000  men.  The  division  which  menaced  Palazzo  di  Mare 
(and  our  communication,  had  he  landed  there,  with  the  other 
part  of  the  island)  I  conceive  must  have  afterward  proceeded 
thither  also.  The  division  which  attacked  Grotto  and  Tra- 
gara  was  about  800  men  :  this  also  I  believe  proceeded  to 
Damacuta.  His  present  force  would  therefore  be  at  least 
3000  men ;  however,  I  can  only  speak  from  conjecture. 
Whatever  it  may  be,  we  at  present  hold  a  strong  position  in 
the  town,  and  all  the  heights  on  this  part  of  the  island,  and 
the  determination  in  general  to  preserve  it. 

Inclosed  is  a  Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  prisoners,  and 
missing,  of  which  almost  the  entire  loss  sustained  was  in  the 
action  after  the  enemy's  landing  at  Damacuta. 

I  have  had  no  means  to  judge  what  loss  the  enemy  sustain- 
ed on  this  occasion,  but  understood  he  suffered  considerably. 
I  have,  &c.  Hudson  Lowe,  Lt.-Col.  Comm. 


No.  2. 
To  Lieut. -CoLONEi.  Lowe. 

Cafbi,  5th  October,  1808. 

SiK — In  pursuance  to  your  directions,  I  proceeded,  on  the 
morning  of  the  4th  ult.,  with  a  detachment  of  three  companies 
of  the  Royal  Corsican  Rangers,  to  Ana  Capri,  when  I  placed 
myself  under  the  orders  of  Major  Hamill,  commanding  there. 

On  my  arrival  on  the  heights  of  Damacouta,  I  found  the 
enemy  had  already  effected  their  debarkation  under  the  cover 
of  a  frigate,  a  sloop  of  war,  a  mortar-vessel,  and  about  24 
gun-boats,  besides  various  armed  boats. 

The  position  occupied  by  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Malta 
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formed  a  crescent  along  the  heights,  extending  from  those 
over  Oricoiwhere  the  enemy  had  landed)  to  the  lime-kiln 
near  the  road  leading  to  the  town  of  Ana  Capri  ;  farther  on 
the  left,  and^considerahly  advanced  toward  the  enemy,  two 
companies  of  the  Eoyal  Corsican  Rangers  occupied  the  little 
height  called  Orioo  ;  between  these  companies  (which  were 
commanded  by  Captains  Nicholson  and  Susini)  and  the  Royal 
Regiment  of  Malta  there  appeared  a  considerable  interval. 

The  right  of  the  line  was  occupied  by  my  own  company, 
having  to  protect  the  landing  place  of  Grahala,  which  was  in 
our  rear  ;  a  company  of  the  regiment  of  Malta,  and  a  field- 
piece  ; — this  company  and  gun  I  had  occasion  to  bring  to 
reinforce  the  line  during  the  action. 

I  had  joined  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Malta  at  about  2  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  a  little  after  the  enemy  had  landed,  who 
were  endeavoring  to  advance  while  their  ships  of  war  and 
gun-boats  kept  up  a  constant  fire  upon  the  heights.  We  had, 
nevertheless,  the  satisfaction  to  repulse  the  enemy  in  four 
successive  attempts  which  he  made  to  turn  our  right  and  left, 
and  in  which  they  sustained  a  considerable  loss. 

At  sunset  the  enemy  had  completely  retired,  and  covered 
himself  among  the  rocks  at  the  place  of  debarkation. 

The  action  had  now  ceased,  except  with  at  intervals  some 
loose  firing  between  their  sharpshooters  and  ours  ;  and  I  oc- 
casionally annoyed  them  by  some  discharges  of  grape  from  a 
long  four-pounder,  but  which  was  unfortunately  in  want  of 
ammunition. 

During  the  action  a  division  of  the  enemy  of  about  700  or 
800  men,  who  had  been  repulsed  in  an  attempt  to  land  at 
Capri,  disembarked  at  Orico. 

From  the  various  repulses  the  enemy  met  with,  I  had  rea- 
son to  conceive  his  intention  was  to  re-embark  ;  but  at  about  8 
o'clock  (just  as  the  moon  rose)  I  perceived  the  enemy  in  motion, 
and  his  skirmishers  recommenced  the  action. 

I  now  plainly  perceived  him  formed  in  three  considerable 
columns,  covering  the  flank  of  his  left  column  with  his  light 
troops,  and  advancing  across  the  plain  of  Orico,  obliquely  to 
his  right,  directing  his  march  to  the  town.  In  conjunction 
with  some  companies  of  the  regiment  of  Malta,  who  were 
on  my  left,  I  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy's  flank, 
but  could  not  follow  him,  as  a  reserve  of  the  enemy  threaten- 
ed my  right. 

In  a  short  time  it  was  evident  that  the  enemy  had  pene- 
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trated  our  line,  ami  his  drums  in  the  town  soon  convinced 
me  of  it.  The  companies  of  the  Regiment  of  Malta  had  re- 
tired, and  I  found  it  necessary  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  my 
detachmeirt. 

From  the  local  knowledge,  the  conduct,  and  abilities  of 
Captains  Nicholson  and  Susini,  I  was  convinced  that  the  com- 
panies commanded  hy  them  would  efl'ect  their  retreat,  not- 
withstanding their  being  surrounded  by  the  enemy  in  almost 
every  direction. 

Finding  all  hopes,  and  even  utility,  of  defending  any  longer 
the  post  1  occupied  entirely  dissipated,  I  threw  the  gun  I  had 
with  me  into  the  sea,  and  commenced  my  retreat  by  the  left, 
marching  through  the  vineyards  and  narrow  roads  leading 
from  Damacuta  to  the  Capo  di  Monte,  the  only  retreat  I 
had  left,  all  others  being  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

I  had  retreated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  when  to  my  in- 
finite surprise  I  fell  in  with  a  strong  division  of  the  enemy, 
by  whom  I  was  instantly  challenged.  There  was  no  other 
alternative  ;  I  answered  the  challenge  in  French,  and  said 
we  were  French  troops  pushing  on  to  the  town.  By  this 
means  I  extricated  mj'^elf  from  the  enemy  and  passed  them, 
until  some  soldiers  of  the  Regiment  of  Malta  (who  retreated 
with  me)  having  discovered  by  their  red  uniforms  that  we 
were  enemies,  the  enemy  instantly  opened  a  fire  upon  me,  and 
followed  me  for  near  a  mile  ;  local  knowledge  of  the  country 
at  length  enabled  me  to  avoid  them,  after  having  lost  several 
men. 

Having  arrived  at  Capo  di  Monte  a  few  minutes  before 
the  enemy,  I  found  to  my  great  satisfaction  Captain  Nichol- 
son's company  had  arrived  there.  I  now  determined  to  se- 
cure the  redoubt  at  Monte  Solaro,  and  act  afterward  as  cir- 
cumstances should  direct ;  and  on  my  march  up  the  mount- 
ain I  had  the  pleasure  to  fall  in  with  Captain  Susini's  com- 
pany, who  had  also  escaped  from  the  enemy. 

After  my  arrival  at  the  redoubt  of  Monte  Solaro,  and 
finding  that  a  sufficient  number  of  men  of  the  Regiment  of 
Malta  had  arrived  to  occupy  it,  I  conceived  it  my  duty  still 
to  endeavor  to  eflect  my  retreat  to  Capri.  At  this  moment 
a  letter  from  Lieut. -Colonel  Com.  Lowe,  addressed  to  Major 
Hamill,  or  in  his  absence  to  me,  decided  my  resolution. 

As  I  knew  that  it  was  possible  for  a  man  to  go  down  the 
face  of  the  rock  which  divides  Ana  Capri  from  Capri,  I  re- 
solved to  attempt  leading  my  detachment  down  it,  in  which, 
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I  am  happy  to  say,  I  succeeded,  with  the  loss  of  only  one 
man  killed  by  falling  from  the  rooks  into  the  valley  under- 
neath. 

As  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  state  the  number  of  the  enemy, 
I  shall  only  observe  that  it  was  infinitely  superior  to  ours, 
and  that  when  they  had  once  landed,  our  line  became  so  ex- 
tensive [extended  ?]  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to  occu- 
py it.  I  am  well  convinced  the  enemy's  loss  has  been  se- 
vere, from  the  opportunity  I  had  of  observing  it  ;  and  in 
each  attack,  the  officers  carrying  the  enemy's  advanced 
standard  were  killed  by  sharpshooters  of  my  detachment. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  only  to  mention  my  extreme  satisfaction 
of  the  gallantry  and  conduct  displayed  by  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  men  composing  the  detachment  I 
had  the  honor  to  command,  not  only  in  an  action  of  nearly 
six  hours,  but  also  for  the  perseverance  and  cheerfulness  with 
which  they  performed  a  retreat,  the  difficulties  of  which  it 
would  be  superfluous  to  mention  to  you. 

I  inclose  a  Return  of  the  loss  I  have  sustained,  which  1 
am  happy  to  say  is  not  considerable. 

I  have  the  hon<?r  to  be,  &c. 

RicHAED  Church. 
Com.  Detachmt.  Royal  Corsican  Regt. 


No  3. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  John  Stuart. 

Capri,  18th  October,  1808. 
Sir — My  letters  to  the  11th  inst.  will  have  informed  your 
Excellency  of  the  enemy's  operations  against  the  post  which 
I  occupied  in  Capri  to  that  day  inclusive.  On  the  12th,  as  well 
as  for  three  preceding  days,  his  fire  from  the  heights  had  wholly 
ceased  ;  a  signal  flying  from  them  indicating  his  being  in 
want  of  supplies.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  a  flotilla  con- 
sisting of  95  small  vessels  and  boats,  of  which  about  30  were 
gun-boats,  were  seen  near  the  point  of  Campanella  ;  the  en- 
emy's frigate  and  corvette  lying  near  the  bottom  of  the  Gulf. 
H.M.S.  Mercury,  and  the  Sicilian  squadron  consisting  of  two 
frigates,  two  corvettes,  and  two  galliots,  were  in  the  offing 
between  Capri  and  Ischia,  but  the  Sicilian  flotilla,  consisting  of 
twelve  gun-boats  and  two  mortar-boats  lay  near  the  clifl's  on 
our  side  of  the  island,  and  H.M.S.  Ambuscade  was  nearly  op- 
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posite  Palazzo  di  Mare,  where  the  enemy's  depot  was  estab- 
lished. The  flotilla,  however,  pushed  forward  to  this  latter 
point.  The  Sicilian  gun-boats  retired  toward  the  Ambuscade, 
and,  as  they  approached  her,  veered  about  and  gave  the  en- 
emy their  fire.  In  this  they  were  nobly  led  on  by  the  armed 
boats  of  H.M.S.  Ambuscade  and  Mercury,  under  the  orders 
of  Lieuts.  King  and  Gordon,  who  kept  up  an  incessant  fire, 
and  used  every  effort  which  British  skill  and  intrepidity  could 
suggest  to  impede  the  enemy's  operation.  The  enemy's  sup- 
ply-boats hesitated  to  approach,  but  appeared  urged  on  by  the 
fire  from  his  gun-boats  in  the  rear  of  them.  In  this  crisis 
the  Ambuscade,  finding  herself  compelled  from  some  unfortu- 
nate circumstances  of  light  winds  and  current,  as  Captain 
Durban  afterward  assigned  to  me,  to  retire  from  her  position, 
stood  off,  assisted  by  her  boats  towing.  The  Sicilian  gun- 
boats, deprived  of  her  support,  followed  the  same  movement, 
when  the  enemy's  supply-boats,  upward  of  50  in  number, 
immediately  pushed  in,  and,  after  discharging  their  cargoes, 
returned.  The  effects  of  these  supplies  were  soon  obvious  in 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns  from  the  heights.  In  the  morn- 
ing of  the  14th,  five  guns,  of  which  one  a  24-pounder,  were 
opened  on  us  from  the  cliffs  of  Ana  Capri  with  a  howitzer  and 
three  mortars.  A  12-pounder  had  been  brought  during  the 
night  to  a  battery  under  the  cliffs,  within  400  yards  from 
the  Castle  Hill.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  established 
themselves  close  under  the  walls  of  the  town,  and  a  constant 
fire  ensued  between  us.  During  the  day  and  night  of  the 
14th  we  moved  two  32-pound  carronades  to  batteries  that 
bore  on  the  enemy's  approaches. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  Sicilian  gun-boats  had  left 
us,  and  their  frigates  were  no  longer  in  sight.  The  enemy  re- 
ceived fresh  supplies.  Another  12-pounder  had  been  brought 
to  the  battery  under  the  cliff  an  18-pounder  was  conduct- 
ing to  the  same  spot,  and  two  twelve-pounders  were  preparing 
to  be  mounted  in  another  battery  about  700  yards  in  front  of 
the  town.  A  mortar  was  opened  on  us  from  Palazzo  di 
Mare,  and  a  gun  with  furnace  for  red  hot  shot  for  shipping, 
was  mounted  on  the  same  spot.  The  battery  under  the  cliff 
opened  on  the  left  angle  of  the  town,  where  the  walls  of  an 
old  chapel,  surmounted  with  a  parapet  wall,  formed  the  only 
line  of  defense.  In  the  course  of  four  hours'  firing  a  small  but 
practicable  breach  was  made.  We  were  employed  in  filling 
it  up,  and  forming  a  retrenchment  behind  it,  during  which  I 
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lost  the  immediate  services  of  two  valuable  officers — Captain 
Church,  who,  while  directing  the  work  of  his  men,  in  this, 
duty  received  a  wound  in  his  head  from  the  splinter  of  a  shot, 
and  Ensign  Coppon,  who  was  shot  in  the  head  by  one  of  the 
enemy's  marksmen — when,  as  night  was  approaching,  the 
enemy's  firing  wholly  ceased,  and  it  was  reported  to  me  a 
flag  of  truce  was  at  the  gate.  The  officer  with  it  was  one  of 
General  Lamarque's  aid-de-camps  bringing  me  a  letter  with 
a  summons  to  surrender.  When  this  communication  was 
made,  my  situation  was  as  follows  : — ihe  breach,  in  itself, 
was  trifling,  but  a  few  more  hours'  firing  would  have  render- 
ed it  broad  and  practicable  to  any  extent  the  enemy's  purpose 
might  require.  I  had  no  shot  for  several  of  my  guns,  nor 
shot  nor  ammunition  for  any  of  them  beyond  what  might 
serve  for  one  night  firing.  My  musket  ammunition  was 
equally  low.  I  had  no  intrenching  tools,  sandbags,  planks  for 
platforms,  nor  any  implement  nor  material  which  had  not 
been  consumed  in  successive  repairs.  In  the  morning  of  this  day 
I  had  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Durban,  acquainting  me  of 
his  inability,  during  light  winds,  to  keep  within  the  curve  of 
the  island,  so  as  to  prevent  the  enemy's  communication  with 
the  shore,  for  which  a  force  of  gun-boats  was  requisite  ;  and 
previous  to  the  departure  of  the  gun-boats,  their  commander 
had  written  to  inform  me  of  his  inability  to  keep  his  sta- 
tion unless  supported  by  men-of-war.  There  appeared, 
therefore,  no  impediment  to  the  enemy's  receiving  succours  of 
troops  and  stores  to  any  extent,  as  he  was  close  to  the  head- 
quarters of  his  army,  and  to  the  grand  depot  of  all  his  mili- 
tary-stores. My  men,  who  had  been  twelve  successive  nights 
under  arms  to  meet  an  assault,  which  the  enemy  had  thrice 
commanded  (and  brought  his  scaling-ladders  to  our  walls),  but 
which  his  troops  had  not  dared  to  execute,  had  resisted  the 
depression  excited  in  viewing  the  enemy's  succours  arrive; 
but  the  various  fatigues  and  labors  they  had  undergone  had 
much  harassed  and  exhausted  them. 

To  balance  these  considerations,  two  transport-ships  and  a 
brig  were  seen  behind  the  island  with  troops  on  board,  proving 
to  be  a  detachment  of  600  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Buckley.  This  very  seasonable  relief,  however,  did 
not  possess  all  the  advantages  of  which  I  was  solicitous.  It 
was  in.5ufficient  to  expel  the  enemy,  and  was  not  accompanied 
with  any  artillery,  or  artillery  and  engineer  stores,  of  which  I 
then  stood  more  in  need  even  than  of  troops.     The  propriety 


No.  3.  LETTERS  AKD  DOCUMENTS.  233 

of  its  reception  into  the  island  even  impressed  me  with  some 
doubt,  as  it  might  tend  to  commit  a  greater  number  of  men  in 
a  place  ■which  could  not  be  considered  as  tenable  against  an 
enemy  possessed  of  such  superior  resources,  and  such  superior 
means  of  augmenting  them.  I,  however,  dispatched  an  order, 
directing  the  officer  commanding  the  detachment  to  land  his 
troops  immediately  at  Tragara,  on  the  back  of  the  island,  to 
wait  there  with  them  until  further  orders,  and  to  retain  his 
boats ;  and,  to  gain  as  much  time  as  possible,  arranged  that  I 
would  meet  the  French  General  at  his  advanced  post  in  the 
morning,  but  that  hostilities  must  cease  during  the  night. 
The  weather  proved  so  tempestuous  that  Lieut. -Colonel  Buck- 
ley could  only  land  220  men  ;  the  boats  were  compelled  to 
return  to  their  vessels,  and  in  the  morning  the  vessels  them- 
selves had  disappeared.  In  this  posture  of  affairs  I  went,  ac- 
companied by  Captain^rata,  of  the  Royal  Corsican  Rangers, 
to  meet  the  French  General.  He  intimated  an  immediate 
surrender  of  the  place.  He  proposed  that  myself  and  five  or 
six  officers  of  my  corps,  should  have  permission  to  return  to 
Sicily,  but  that  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  the  men  must  sur- 
render as  prisoners  of  war.  He  said  he  had  more  than  ample 
means  to  force  the  place,  and  that  3000  grenadiers  and  volti- 
geurs,  the  elite  of  the  French  army  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
were  prepared  for  the  assault  of  the  breach.  I  told  General 
Lamarque  that  we  were  fully  prepared  to  encounter  any  assault 
he  could  make,  and  had  been  long  impatiently  expecting  him  ; 
that  con.siderations,  which  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  state 
to  him,  had  urged  me  to  listen  to  the  overture  which  his  letter 
had  contained  ;  but  that  neither  myself  nor  any  officer  of  my 
corps  would,  I  felt,  in  any  way  permit  that  a  distinction  should 
be  made  between  them  and  their  men,  in  case  the  post  they 
occupied  was  given  up  to  him  ;  the  same  fate  must  await  both. 
I  finally  acquainted  him  the  word  "  prisoners  of  war"  would  be 
suffered  in  no  convention  or  agreement  that  could  be  framed. 
He  proposed  various  modifications,  such  as  that  of  the  whole 
regiment  being  allowed  to  return  to  Sicily  on  their  parole ; 
but,  objecting  to  all,  except  that  of  being  allowed  freely  to 
quit  and  evacuate  the  post  we  held,  with  our  arms  and  bag- 
gage, I  took  my  leave.  He  called  me  back,  said  his  orders 
from  the  King,  as  he  called  him  (General  Murat),  were  posi- 
tive to  make  us  all  prisoners,  and  that  he  dare  not  make  any 
agreement  of  a  different  tenor,  but  that  he  would  write  to 
him,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  his  consent.     I  left  him  to  act 
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as  he  thought  proper  in  this  case,  as  every  thing  which  created 
delay  was  necessarily  in  my  favor.  In  the  interval,  proposals 
for  a  convention,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  were  drawn 
up  by  me,  which,  with  some  modification,  were  consented  to 
by  him. 

During  this  conference  I  learnt  that  General  Regnier  had 
landed  at  Capri  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  that  General 
Murat,  impatient  of  the  delay  which  had  opposed  the  capture 
of  a  place  which,  after  the  fall  of  Ana  Capri,  it  was  supposed 
would  not  have  resisted  an  attack  of  twenty-four  hours,  had 
come  to  Massa,  within  four  miles  of  the  island,  to  hasten  the 
operations  for  its  reduction. 

At  four  o  clock  in  the  afternoon  a  flag  of  truce  was  again 
announced  at  the  gate,  bringing  me  the  ratification  of  the  con- 
vention by  General  Lamarque.  Preparations  were  made  to 
receive  his  troops  at  the  gate,  when  affemur  ensued ;  General 
Lamarque  sent  to  request  I  would  meet  him  at  the  outward 
barrier ;  and  he  there  acquainted  me,  in  terms  of  real  or  feigned 
regret,  that  General  Murat  had  positively  refused  his  consent, 
and  insisted  on  our  surrendering  prisoners  of  war  ;  and  that 
he,  General  Lamarque,  wished  to  have  his  ratification  back 
again.  This  I  refused.  He  proposed  again  sending  to  Gen- 
eral Murat.  To  gain  time  was  my  object.  I  insisted  there- 
fore, and  obtained,  that,  whatever  might  be  the  answer,  no 
hostilities  should  take  place  during  the  night,  nor  until  an 
hour's  notice  had  been  given  after  seven  o'clock  in  the  ensu- 
ing morning.  On  the  16th  the  convention  was  ratified,  and 
the  necessary  conditions  fulfilled  on  our  part  for  the  delivery 
of  the  place.  Early  this  morning  we  received  information  of 
a  large  reinforcement  having  been  dispatched  from  Messina, 
and  of  a  ship  having  sailed  with  artillery  and  engineer  sup- 
plies ;  but  this  succor,  or  rather  the  information  of  it,  as  the 
transports  were  not  in  sight,  was  now  too  late,  and  the  disap- 
pointment it  created  admitted  of  no  other  consolation  than 
that  the  disastrous  state  of  the  weather,  which  during  the 
whole  progress  of  the  enemy's  operations  had  been  as  favora- 
ble to  him  as  it  was  unpropitious  to  us,  would  scarcely  have 
admitted  a  disembarkation  had  they  been  within  our  view. 
During  the  course  of  the  attack,  the  enemy,  not  trusting  alone 
to  the  force  of  his  arms,  nor  to  the  advantages  which  the  prox- 
imity to  his  resources  afforded  him,  used  the  most  insidious 
arts  of  seduction  and  intrigue.  The  corps  always  opposed  to 
that  under  my  orders  was  composed  of  select  companies  of 
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marksmen  of  the  Corsican  Legion.  Among  our  officers  and 
men,  and  theirs,  were  therefore  brothers,  cousins,  and  rela- 
tions, for  twelve  days  constantly  opposed  to  each  other.  Proc- 
lamations, signed  by  M.  Saliceti,  were  addressed  to  my  offi- 
cers and  men,  urging  them,  by  every  inducement  of  promises 
and  threats,  to  abandon  H.M.'s  service,  and  join  the  French  ; 
but  the  attempt  failed  of  its  effect,  for  during  the  course  of 
hostilities  the  most  constant  fire  was  kept  up  between  them, 
and  not  one  instance  of  unfaithfulness  occurred. 

In  concluding  this  relation,  however  its  result,  I  feel  it  a 
duty  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  various  individuals. 
Captains  Durban  and  Towell  of  H.M.S.  Ambuscade  and  Mer- 
cury, gave  me  the  assistance  of  their  marines,  under  the  orders 
of  Lieutenants  Whylooke  and  Tyder,  whose  services  were  most 
zealously  exerted  :  and  I  received  from  them  every  supply  of 
ammunition  which  the  nature  of  their  stores  admitted. 

The  services  of  Lieutenants  King  and  Gordon,  and  of  the 
seamen  under  their  orders,  have  been  before  distinctly  stated  ; 
but  it  was  not  in  resisting  the  enemy's  convoy  alone  where 
their  conduct  excited  the  admiration  of  the  enemy,  but  in 
many  other  services  their  assistance  proved  eminently  useful. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Buckley  did  not  arrive  until  hostilities  had 
ceased,  but  the  promptitude  with  which  he  disembarked  his 
fevir  men  in  a  tempestuous  night  demands  my  best  acknowl- 
edgments. From  Majors  M'Combe  and  Schummelketel  I  con- 
stantly received  the  most  strenuous  support.  The  unwearied 
vigilance  and  exertions  of  Captains  Arata  and  Church,  whose 
alarm-posts  were  on  the  points  most  exposed,  can  not  be  too 
warmly  expressed  by  me.  To  Lieutenants  Hatzenbuhler  and 
La  Guidara,  who  undertook  various  laborious  duties  in  the 
artillery  department,  I  felt  particular  obligation.  To  Lieu- 
tenant Lowen,  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  Mr.  Cleeve,  Pay- 
master, who  volunteered  his  services  on  different  important 
occasions,  I  feel  strongly  indebted  ;  and  I  must  conclude  in 
general  by  observing  that,  where  any  deficiency  may  have  ap- 
peared, the  fault  must  have  been  with  me,  for  the  support  I 
received  from  both  officers  and  men  was  such  as  to  leave  no- 
thing but  approbation  to  them. 

Annexed  is  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  from  the 
12th  to  the  15th.  Of  the  enemy's  loss  I  had  no  means  to 
judge.  He  acknowledged  to  only  200  men  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  attack  at  Ana  Capri  to  the  surrender  of  the 
town ;  but  so  many  boats  with  wounded  were  at  several  times. 
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sent  over,  that  I  am  led  to  believe  his  loss  must  have  at  least 
doubled  that  number.  His  force,  by  every  concurrent  testi- 
mony, was  about  3000  men,  almost  wholly  the  grenadiers, 
voltigeurs,  and  rifle  companies  of  his  army,  with  four  generals, 
the  heads  of  departments,  and  the  respective  colonels  of  most 
of  the  corps. 

have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  4. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  John  Stuart. 

Messina,  30th  Nov.  1808. 

Sir — Pursuant  to  your  Excellency's  permission  to  me  to 
afford  some  further  information  regarding  the  causes  of  the 
loss  of  Ana  Capri  in  the  first  day  of  the  enemy's  attack  on 
the  island  of  Capri,  I  have  the  honor  to  observe,  in  addition 
to  what  will  have  been  inferred  on  perusal  of  my  Report,  of 
my  having  attributed  this  disaster  to  the  facility  with  which 
the  enemy  had  been  suffered  to  effect  his  landing  in  the  first 
instance,  that  from  subsequent  inquiries  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  troops  or  party  of  men  whatever  was  opposed  to  the 
enemy  at  the  spot  of  debarkation,  a  scattered  and  too  distant 
fire  from  the  heights  above  it  being  the  only  obstacle  to  his 
attempt. 

In  my  arrangements  for  the  defense  of  Ana  Capri  I  had 
distinctly  specified,  as  will  appear  by  the  annexed  copy  of  an 
order  for  the  alarm-posts  of  the  Eoyal  Regiment  of  Malta, 
that  the  pickets  on  the  intermediate  points  between  the  towers 
of  Limbo  and  Damacuta  should  be  reinforced  by  small  parties 
of  men.  In  the  uncertainty  to  what  point  along  the  line  the 
enemy  would  direct  his  attack,  an  opposition  would  have  been 
prepared  for  him  at  all,  while  reserves  were  stationed  on  near 
and  commanding  points  in  the  rear,  ready  to  have  reinforced 
the  part  that  might  be  attacked,  or  to  have  rapidly  combined 
together  for  a  general  attack  against  the  enemy,  had  any  one 
point  been  forced  by  him  ;  but  to  the  inattention  to  this  ar- 
rangement, proceeding,  as  I  conceive,  from  Major  Hamill's 
confidence  in  the  comrnandmg  but  too  extensive  position  his 
men  occupied  along  the  heights  in  rear  of  the  places  of  de- 
barkation, I  am  led  to  attribute  in  a  principal  degree  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  day.  The  troops  posted  among  the  rocks  on 
the  assailable  parts  would  have  been  exposed  to  a  very  heavy 
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fire  from  the  enemy's  gun-boats  and  vessels  ;  but  small  parties 
of  them  would  have  found  cover  behind  ledges  and  among 
the  crevices  of  the  rocks ;  and  this  was,  at  all  events,  the 
only  efiectual  defense,  exclusive  of  that  which  might  have 
leen  afforded  by  artillery,  or  by  an  attack  with  the  bayonet, 
•Qefore  the  enemy  had  completed  his  landing,  which  the  nature 
of  the  position  afibrded.  Notwithstanding  the  disastrous  event 
of  the  first  day,  I  still  felt  that  confidence  in  the  resources 
which  the  position  of  Capri  afforded  me,  that,  had  my  sug- 
gestions to  Major  Hamill  ibr  the  retreat  of  his  corps  been  duly 
attended  to,  or  had  not  his  untimely  death  prevented  its  com- 
munication, I  should  have  hoped  the  final  result  would  still 
have  been  favorable  to  us.  Even  when  informed  that  the 
enemy  had  possessed  himself  of  the  pass  by  Capo  di  Monte,  I 
suggested  the  means  by  which,  through  an  extraordinary 
eflbrt,  a  retreat  might  still  be  accomplished  to  the  town,  but 
this  only  was  effected  by  the  detachment  under  Captain 
Church's  command.  Had  my  views  been  fulfilled,  the  junc- 
tion of  Major  Hamill's  force  to  mine  would  have  enabled  me 
to  have  taken  such  effectual  steps  for  retarding  the  enemy's 
approaches  against  the  town  as  would  have  afforded  ample 
time  for  the  arrival  of  the  succors  under  Major-General 
M'Farlane.  The  superior  force  which  might  have  been  then 
brought  against  the  troops  in  the  valley  would  have  enabled 
him  to  have  expelled  the  enemy  from  it,  if  not  forced  to  terms 
of  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender  the  generals  and 
troops  that  were  in  it,  from  the  danger,  if  not  impracticability, 
of  their  retreat  up  the  steps  of  Ana  Capri  under  the  fire  to 
which  they  would  have  been  exposed.  The  fall  of  Ana  Capri, 
if  not  the  immediate  consequence,  would  probably  have  soon 
followed.  Cut  off"  from  their  communication  with  the  conti- 
nent by  the  intermediate  position  which  we  held,  and  by  the 
obstacles  which  fresh  naval  arrivals  would  have  presented  to 
them,  they  would  have  probably  been  soon  compelled  to  sue 
for  terms  of  surrender,  or  otherwise  might  have  been  forced  to 
it  by  a  proper  combination  of  the  same  means  which  they 
directed  against  us.  Even  with  the  means  I  possessed  after 
the  loss  of  Ana  Capri,  and  of  the  troops  employed  for  its  de- 
fense, this  favorable  result  might  have  been  looked  to,  had 
not  a  series  of  circumstances,  as  unfortunate  as  they  were  un- 
foreseen, opposed  my  best  efforts. 

I  pray  your  Excellency  to  pardon  this  exposition  of  my 
arrangements,  as  well  to  obviate  the  disaster  which  occurred 
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on  the  first  day  in  the  fall  of  Ana  Capri,  as  to  remedy  the 
loss  when  it  had  occurred.  Your  Excellency's  letter  to  me 
of  the  Slst  Octoher,  so  flattering  and  so  consoling  to  mo  in 
every  other  point,  appears  in  this  to  have  required  some  addi- 
tional explanation.  The  best,  however,  I  fear  may  prove  but 
a  feeble  one,  of  an  event  so  disastrous,  and  which  admits  of 
no  other  consolation  for  myself  than  the  hope  it  may  appear 
to  your  Excellency  not  to  have  resulted  irom  any  deficiency 
in  the  arrangements  I  had  formed,  but  rather  to  their  undue 
execution,  and  in  a  certain  degree  to  the  untimely  fate  of  the 
brave  but  unfortunate  officer  to  whose  charge  the  post  had 
been  intrusted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
ent, most  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  H.  Lowe,  Lt.-Col.  Com. 


No.  5. 
To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe. 

Palermo,  Octoher  31,  1808. 

Sir — I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  difierent 
communications  of  the  18th  and  25th  instant,  and  however  I 
am  to  regret  the  circumstance  of  our  being  dispossessed  of  a 
position  so  strong,  and  in  many  respects  so  useful,  as  that 
which  we  held  in  the  Bay  of  Naples,  yet  I  am  happy  to  ex- 
press my  perfect  satisfaction  at  your  own  able,  gallant,  and 
judicious  conduct,  as  well  as  at  the  zealous  and  animated 
support  which  you  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  your 
officers  and  those  brave  soldiers  who  adhered  to  and  returned 
with  you  hither  in  the  defense  of  the  town  of  Capri ;  a  point 
which,  after  your  first  most  unexpected  and  unaccountable 
disaster  at  Ana  Capri,  could  scarcely  any  longer  be  regarded 
as  a  military  post. 

The  honorable  terms  of  convention  which  you  finally  ob 
tained,  test  the  firmness  of  your  resistance,  and  as  such  1 
venture  to  hope  will  be  most  graciously  considered  by  his 
Majesty  and  his  Royal  Highness  the  Commander-in-chief; 
and  the  article  which  you  established  for  the  security  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island  has  been  extremely  satisfactory  to 
the  feelings  and  solicitude  of  this  Court. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

J   Stuart,  Commander  of  the  Forces. 
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No.   6. 

To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe. — (Private.) 

Palermo,  October  31,  1808. 
My  deae.  Sir — I  annex  hereto  an  official  letter  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  events  at  Capri.  The  wind,  the  elements  con- 
spired ajrainst  ns.  I  feel  the  firmest  conviction  of  your  having 
done  every  thing  that  the  post  of  Capri,  which  you  so  bravely 
defended,  admitted  of;  but  when  Ana  Capri  was  wrested,  I 
confess  I  ceased  to  be  sanguine.  I  lament  the  defection  of  so 
many  of  your  men  after  having  behaved  so  well.  As  the 
French  will  probably  display  much  falsehood  in  their  accounts 
and  statements,  and  as  Government  might  wish  to  have  some 
counter  documents  to  publish,  I  could  wish  you,  if  possible,  to 
compress  a  detail  of  events  into  a  shorter  abstract  compass  for 
the  purpose,  either  in  one  or  two  separate  letters  as  you  judge 
fit.  At  all  events,  I  shall  send  home  the  letters  wluoh  I 
have  already  received  from  you,  as  I  have  done  the  whole 
of  your  former  narratives  from  the  period  of  the  enemy's  land- 
ing.    1  beg  you  to  believe  me  very  sincerely  yours, 

J.  Stuar'b. 


No.  7. 
To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe. 

Pozzo  Di  G.iTTO,  Octohtr  28,  1808. 
My  deae.  Sie — I  trust  you  will  not  see  any  objection  to  the 
Brigade  Order  inclosed  herewith.  I  leave  it  to  you  to  trans- 
late and  explain  it  to  your  corps.  I  am  not  fond  of  compli- 
ments, and,  as  I  detest  deception  in  any  shape,  I  never  pay 
false  ones;  but  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  should 
not  have  felt  satisfied  with  myself  had  I  not  made  some  few 
remarks  upon  your  corps  being  placed  under  my  orders. 

I  remain,  &c.         Wm.  Lumley,  Brigadier-General. 


Brigade  Order. 

Pozzo  DI  Gatto,  October  28,  1808. 
The  Hoyal  Corsican  Rangers  having  been  directed  to  occu- 
py the  cantonments  of  Spadafora  and  Venetico,  Brigadier-Gen- 
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eral  Lumley  takes  the  earliest  opportunity  of  expressing  to 
that  gallant  corps  in  general,  and  its  no  less  gallant  as  well 
as  able  commander  in  particular,  the  real  satisfactioa  he  feels 
in  having  them  placed  under  his  orders.  Under  every  disad- 
vantage of  proximity  to  the  enemy's  coast,  and  various  other 
unfortunate  and  untoward  circumstances,  the  determined  de- 
fense made  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lowe  and  the  corps  under 
his  command,  and  the  honorable  convention  entered  into  with 
the  enemy  when  obliged  to  cede  the  island  of  Capri  to  a  great 
superiority  of  force,  sufficiently  prove  the  value  of  the  corps, 
and  how  fully  they  are  to  be  depended  upon  in  any  situation; 
and  the  very  terms  of  the  convention  also  prove  how  fully 
their  valor  was  appreciated,  and  how  much  the  enemy  had 
still  to  apprehend  from  them  if  driven  to  a  final  desperate 
resistance.  Although  the  details  of  the  recent  transactions 
in  that  island  have  not  yet  officially  been  made  public,  yet 
sufficient  is  already  known  to  justify  the  Brigadier-General  in 
saying  that  it  was  the  misfortune,  not  the  fault  of  their  judi- 
cious commander,  to  be  obliged  to  evacuate  a  post  where  fur- 
ther resistance  would  only  have  occasioned  an  unavailing  loss. 
The  Brigadier-General  has  only  to  add  that  he  entertains 
the  sanguine  hopes  of  that  corps  remaining  under  his  orders, 
of  his  still  having  the  assistance  of  their  able  commander, 
until  an  opportunity  may  offer  under  less  disadvantageous 
circumstances  of  proving  to  the  enemy  that  they  are  equally 
respectable,  are  equally  to  be  dreaded  in  the  field,  as  they 
have  been  in  the  post  which  they  so  gallantly  endeavored  to 
maintain.  A.  Stuart,  Assist.  Adj. -Gen. 


No.  8. 

To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe  (pkom  Major-Gen.  Campbell). 

Messina,  Octoher  25,  1808. 
My  dear  Sir — I  can  not  permit  the  present  dragoon  to 
depart  without  tendering  you  my  sincere  congratulations  on 
your  safe  arrival  in  this  island,  and  with  sentiments  of  no  less 
sincerity  do  I  beg  you  will  accept  the  same  on  the  judicious, 
gallant,  and  creditable,  though  unsuccessful,  issue  of  your  late 
contest,  in  which  you  had  not  only  a  very  superior  and  active 
enemy  to  meet,  but  also  the  elements  most  hostilely  in  array 
against  you.  You  will  be  busy,  I  know,  and  I  shall  conse- 
quently detain  you  no  longer  than  to  assure  you  of  the  es- 
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teem  -witli  which  I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  yours  most  faith- 
fully, &o.  J.  Campbell. 


No.  9. 
To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe. 

Messina,  October  25,  1808. 
My  dear  Colonel — I  have  great  pleasure  in  congratulat- 
ing you  upon  your  arrival  in  Sicily,  after  a  resistance  to  such 
superior  force,  and  under  such  discouraging  circumstances,  as 
must  do  you  the  highest  honor,  and  affords  a  subject  of  great 
pride  and  gratification  to  your  many  friends,  among  whom  I 
have  not  been  the  least  anxious  for  your  success. 
Very  truly  and  faithfully  yours, 

H.   E.   BUNBUUY.^ 


No.  10. 
To  Major-Geneeal  Oakes. 

IsCHiA,  July  18,  1809. 
My  dear  General — It  was  my  intention  on  my  arrival 
here  to  have  addressed  to  you  some  relation  of  our  operations 
in  this  part  of  the  world ;  hut  the  first  part  of  these  had 
scarcely  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  the  Castle  of  Ischia 
before  I  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  illness  which  for  a  time 
wholly  disabled  me.  I  am  now  just  recovered  from  it,  and 
have  consequently  no  further  pretext  for  any  neglect,  yet  the 
means  of  information  you  will  possess  in  conversation  with  the 
bearer  of  this  letter  (Colonel  Bunbury)  must  render  any  com- 
munication from  me  absolutely  superfluous.  The  event  by 
which  this  army  seems  to  me  most  likely  to  be  affected  is  his 
departure  from  it ;  the  causes  he  will  of  course  explain.  I 
am  not  in  any  respect  surprised  at  them,  nor,  considering  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  his  situation,  and  that  of  this  army, 
can  I  disapprove  the  resolution  he  has  adopted.  In  saying 
thus  much,  however,  most  sincerely  and  poignantly  do  I  la- 
ment and  shall  I  regret  his  departure  from  the  army,  not  oidy 
as  being  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  able  assistants  its  com 
mander  could  have  in  his  present  important  and  critical  du 

'  Now  liieut.-General  Sir  Henry  Edward  Bunbury,  Bart.,  K.C.B. 
Vol.  II.— L 
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ties,  but  on  the  score  of  personal  obligations  ;  for  the  generous 
and  noble  concern  he  has  manifested  toward  me,  under  vari- 
ous circumstances  of  the  most  impleasant  treatment,  has  been 
such  as  has  impressed  me  with  the  most  lively  gratitude  to- 
ward him,  and  with  true  respect  for  the  manliness  and  inde- 
pendence of  his  character 

I  have  heard  nothing  new  regarding  the  publication  of  my 
Capri  reports,  except  that  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House 
of  Commons  for  their  being  published.  Awaiting  their  ap- 
pearance, and  still  conceiving  the  matter  may  perhaps  be- 
come subject  of  public  inquiry,  I  have  delayed  making  any 
general  communication  of  the  journal  I  have  written,  but  I 
will  not  omit  the  present  opportunity  of  transmitting  it  to 
you,  with  request,  after  your  own  perusal  of  it,  to  send  it  to 
Colonel  Giffbrd  by  the  same  person  who  will  now  deliver  it 
to  you.  I  am  desirous  for  the  present  it  should  not  extend 
beyond  yourself  and  him.  There  is  no  person  who  is  so  well 
acquainted  with  every  circumstance  regarding  this  affair  as 
Colonel  Bunbury  ;  and  I  may,  therefore,  freely  refer  you  to 
him  for  any  additional  information  which  the  friendly  inter- 
est and  regard  you  have  so  constantly  testified  toward  me 
may  prompt  you  to  require  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  11. 
To  LrEUT.-CoLONEi.  Lowe. 

Malta,  August  29,  1809. 

My  beak,  LoviTE — When  I  look  back  I  feel  quite  ashamed 
to  think  how  long  it  is  since  I  have  written  to  you.  "Why 
this  should  have  happened  I  can  not  satisfactorily  account  to 
myself;  and  I  will,  therefore,  without  attempting  any  apol- 
ogy, only  request  you  to  be  assured  that  my  silence  has  not 
proceeded  from  intentional  neglect,  and  that  I  have  not  for  a 
moment  ceased  to  feel  the  warmest  and  most  friendly  interest 
in  all  that  concerns  you.  It  was,  therefore,  with  much  sor- 
row I  learnt  from  our  friend  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bunbury  the 
causes  you  had  for  dissatisfaction  in  your  present  situation, 
and  the  uneasiness  you  suffered  in  consequence,  which  you 
also  so  forcibly  express  in  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo  ; 
though,  indeed,  my  dear  Lowe,  I  think  you  feel  the  thing  too 
keenly  when  you  talk  of  any  treatment  from  any  individual 
whatever  compelling  yon  to  quit  a  profession   in  which  you 
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bear  so  high  a  character,  have  acquired  so  much  honor,  and 
have  so  many  friends.  It  sometimes  happens  that  political 
matters,  unconnected  with  military  operations,  make  it  neces- 
sary to  suppress  the  details  of  services,  however  meritorious 
in  themselves,  though  they  are  not  the  less  valued  where  it  is 
most  desirable  they  should  be  so,  and  I  suppose  this  may  be 
the  cause  why  the  accounts  of  the  capture  of  Capri  have 
never  been  published.  This  certainly  bears  hard  and  is  very 
cruel  upon  you,  because  it  may  serve  to  impress  the  minds 
of  some  that  there  have  been  faults  in  conducting  the  defense ; 
and  these  may,  for  a  time,  by  those  who  are  unacquainted 
with  your  talents  and  character,  be  attributed  to  you  who 
commanded.  You  have,  however,  the  inward  satisfaction  of 
being  certain  that  you  have  done  your  duty  to  the  utmost,  and 
the  still  further  gratification  of  knowing  that  every  oificer  and 
soldier  of  this  army,  and  even  the  enemy,  are  unanimous  in 
applauding  your  bravery,  as  well  as  the  able  manner  in  which 
the  defense  was  conducted,  and  of  which  the  very  terms  of 
the  capitulation  is  a  sufficient  proof  I  have  read  the  journal 
you  sent  me  with  the  closest  attention,  which  is  perfectly 
clear  and  distinct,  and  is  very  satisfactory.  Bunbury's  very 
short  stay  did  not  afibrd  me  the  opportunity  of  reading  it  as 
I  wished  while  he  was  here  ;  and  as  I  could  not  think  of  let- 
ting so  interesting  a  paper  go  without  giving  it  the  most 
attentive  perusal,  I  was  necessitated  to  infringe  upon  your 
injunctions  of  forwarding  it  by  him.  I  therefore  detained  it, 
but  I  have  since  sent  it  home  by  the  last  packet,  directed  to 
Bunbury,  under  cover  to  the  Adjutant-General,  and  I  hope  the 
delay  will  only  make  the  difference  of  a  week  or  two  in  our 
friend  Gifibrd's  receiving  it.  ...  I  hasten  to  assure  you  of  my 
warm  and  constant  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  and 
to  subscribe  myself,  my  dear  Lowe,  most  faithfully  yours, 

H.  Oakes. 


No.  12. 

To  Lieut. -General  the  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Stewart,  K.B. 

Chalons,  February  17,  1814. 
Dear  Sir — I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  the  Baron 
Marshal's  going  to  the  head-quarters  to  send  you  the  dupli- 
cate of  my  reports  for  these  four  days  past.     I  hope  the  orig- 
inals have  been  duly  received. 
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I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  13th  from 
Troyes,  and  feel  most  sensible  of  your  kind  acknowledfrment 
and  approbation  of  my  former  reports.  I  shall  not  fail  to 
keep  you  as  accurately  informed  as  my  own  means  of  inform- 
ation will  admit  of  every  thing  that  passes  in  this  quarter. 
In  my  reports  of  the  events  that  have  occurred  I  have  sought 
to  do  justice  to  the  energy  and  merit  of  the  troops,  without, 
however,  being  blind  to  the  misfortune  of  not  having  united 
the  several  corps  together  before  they  were  brought  into  full 
contact  with  the  enemy.  The  circumstances  are  accounted 
for  here  as  follows  ; — That  Prince  Schwartzenberg  gave  in  a 
plan  for  marching  upon  the  flanks  of  the  enemy  ;  that  this 
army  began  to  execute  it,  and,  hearing  of  the  advance  of  the 
grand  army  upon  Troyes,  thought  it  necessary  to  push  for- 
ward in  order  to  keep  pace  with  it  ;  but  that  the  halting  at 
Troyes,  and  the  diverging  march  which  took  place  afterward, 
was  not  only  a  deviation  from  the  original  design,  but  left 
the  enemy  at  liberty  to  pursue  his  movements  against  the 
different  corps  of  this  army  alone.  As  one  day,  however, 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  several  corps  to  have 
united,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  army  did  not  by 
such  means  render  itself  independent  of  the  operations  of  the 
other ;  the  result  by  this  time  would  have  been  probably  con- 
clusive. It  is  idle  work  now,  however,  to  reason  of  the  past. 
This  army  has  extricated  itself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cover 
the  errors  into  which  it  may  have  fallen.  The  great  disad- 
vantage that  has  been  suffered  is  in  the  moral  effect  on  the 
minds  of  the  people.  The  mihtary  strength,  when  the  army 
moves  forward  again  the  day  after  to-morrow,  will  be  greater 
than  ever,  and  I  trust  no  further  separation  of  its  component 
parts  will  again  ensue. 

I  have  been  an  advocate  for  marching  upon  Paris,  because 
I  can  conceive  no  other  object  could  have  induced  the  Allies 
to  penetrate  so  far  into  the  country,  and  that,  when  once  de- 
cided upon,  there  should  have  been  no  delay  in  executing  it. 
The  battle  of  Rothiere  appeared  to  me  to  open  the  way,  not, 
however,  by  separate  and  detached  corps,  or  in  a  long  line 
of  march,  but  in  one,  or  at  least  two  masses,  moving  on  the 
different  line  of  the  Seine  and  Marne  if  acting  sejiarately,  or 
between  the  two  rivers,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  if 
united  together.  Originally,  I  should  not  have  been  an  ad- 
vocate for  marching  upon  the  capital.  To  have  menaced  it 
from  the  German  provinces  on  this  side  of  the  Rhine  with  a 
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powerful  army  of  reserve,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  se- 
cured by  conquest  the  countries  that  are  likely  to  become  the 
subject  of  contest  in  a  negotiation,  would  have  seemed  to  me 
the  best  plan  to  pursue.  Antwerp  and  Savoy  are  of  more 
importance  than  Paris ;  hut,  when  once  resolved  on,  there 
should  have  been  no  question  about  the  means  or  the  resolu- 
tion to  execute.  The  rapidity  of  the  execution  should  have 
been  commensurate  with  the  boldness  of  the  design.  The 
people  of  France  looked  to  such  a  march  as  their  only  hope 
for  peace.  They  reckoned  upon  the  positive  ability  of  the 
Allies  to  accomplish  it,  and  were  disposed  to  meet  us  with 
their  best  wishes,  if  the  troops  conducted  themselves  accord- 
ing to  the  instruction  of  their  chiefs,  and  refrained  from  every 
species  of  pillage  and  molestation. 

To  have  destroyed  the  present  government,  it  appears  to 
me,  should  have  been  the  real  object  of  it,  and  that  well 
merited  the  effort.  The  people  of  France  have  not  spirit  of 
themselves  to  do  it — there  appears  such  an  absence  of  all 
sense  of  personal  or  national  honor  in  every  thing  that  regards 
by  whom  they  are  governed  ;  but  they  would  look  on  with 
indiflerence  and  let  the  Allies  do  the  work  for  them,  and 
perhaps,  if  victories  were  gained,  some  latent  sparks  of  afiec- 
tion  for  their  ancient  house  would  break  forth.  Insurrections 
have  taken  place  on  some  occasions,  but  to  these  the  people 
have  been  driven  by  the  excesses  of  the  army.  There  can 
not  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  little  reliance  Napoleon  places 
on  their  exertion  in  his  favor,  or  how  little  confidence  he  has 
even  in  the  affections  of  his  army,  than  his  constantly  em- 
ploying his  guards  on  all  the  late  occasions,  and  his  finding 
it  necessary  to  be  himself  present.  Considering  matters  in 
this  light,  I  should  be  an  advocate  for  going  on.  Peace  may 
be  made  with  Napoleon,  but  there  are  so  many  seeds  for 
future  discord  in  the  principles  and  policy  of  his  government, 
that  I  think  no  sacrifice  can  be  too  great  to  obtain  his  down- 
fall. In  a  moral  and  religious  point  of  view  matters  appear 
to  me  in  the  same  light.  All  that  has  hitherto  occurred  ad- 
verse ,  is,  that  partial  advantages  have  been  gained  against 
detached  corps,  while  the  enemy  has  shown  himself  unable 
to  cope  with  the  whole.  Something  has  been  lost  also  in  the 
moral  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  but  this  army,  when 
Bulow  joins,  will  be  upward  of  one  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  the  grand  army  must  be  also  increasing.  If  provisions 
and  ammunition  do  not  fail — if  the  Allies  remain  united  and 
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look  to  one  definite  otject,  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  to 
be  obtained  as  far  as  possible  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people — 
success,  I  should  hope,  would  still  crown  their  efforts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  13. 
To  Colonel  Lowe. 

Tkoyes,  Fchmary  13,  1814,  3  p.m. 

My  dear  Colonel — I  have  received  with  much  satisfac- 
tion your  several  reports  up  to  the  12th  from  your  bivouac  at 
La  Bergere.  As  our  conferences  at  Chatillon  were  suspended, 
I  came  over  here  to  know  and  see  what  was  going  on.  My 
brother  is  much  pleased  with  the  clear  and  detailed  manner 
in  which  you  have  kept  us  informed,  and  1  think  the  trans- 
mitting them  through  Burghersh  is  an  advantage,  as  we  get 
them  thus  sooner  and  accurately  wherever  Castlereagh  may 
be.  I  think  I  have  received  reports  for  every  day,  and  none 
have  failed ;  I  have  two  or  three  duplicates.  1  am  not  at 
ease  about  the  general  positions.  I  think  we  are  too  wide, 
too  much  in  detail ;  no  combination  or  ensemble.  I  hope 
Bonaparte  will  not  carry  all  bis  force  against  you,  for  they 
have  been  waiting  two  days  here,  knowing  some  of  your  corps 
were  attacked,  to  know  what  it  was,  and  to  see  where  you 
were,  when  the  circumstance  of  an  attack  on  you  should  have 
been  the  very  reason  why  we  ought  to  have  moved  forward. 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  Schwartzenberg's  movements  to 
his  left,  first  on  Bar-sur-Seine,  and  then  on  Sens.  We  are  so 
far  committed  to  our  left  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  get  back. 
Schwartzenberg  will  collect  between  Provins  and  Villenove  ; 
1  shall  go  back  to  ChatiUon,  and  I  believe  our  conferences 
will  be  renewed.  1  think  you  are  rather  too  hot  for  Paris, 
since  we  have  seen  so  little  spirit  among  the  people  ;  we 
must  not  to  gain  225  guineas  give  up  gaining  200.  In  case 
of  a  malheur,  our  position  in  the  rear  is  far  from  good.  I 
thiidc  we  should  never  excuse  ourselves  to  Europe  or  posterity 
if  we  let  our  present  game  slip  through  our  fingers.  I  would 
say  more,  but  I  am  afraid  of  private  opinions  iu  a  letter  that 
may  be  opened.  Continue  your  accounts  as  much  in  detail 
as  you  can.  Tell  Harris,  with  my  best  regards,  that  when 
he  can  join  me  with  a  victory  I  shall  like  it. 

Make  my  best  and  sincerest  regards  to  the  Marshal,  Gen- 
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eral  Gneisenau,  Colonel ,  and  Giulay,  and  believe  me 

yours  ever  most  truly,  Charles  Stewart. 


No.  14. 


To  Colonel  Bunbtjky,  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
THE  War  Department. — (Private.) 

Head  Quarters,  Field  Marshal  Blucher's  Anny. 
MoNTMiEAiL,  March  26,  1814. 

My  dear  Colonel — As  Sir  Charles  Stevifart  and  Lord 
Burghersh  send  some  official  relations  of  the  battles  and  af- 
fairs that  have  been  taking  place  since  the  20th  instant,  it 
may  appear  superfluous  for  me  to  trouble  you  with  any  ac- 
count of  them  ;  but  as  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  Silesia  had 
the  greatest  share  in  that  of  yesterday,  I  shall  still  intrude  on 
your  time.  On  the  24th  instant  the  grand  army,  and  the 
army  of  Silesia  and  the  North  under  Bliicher,  were  in  full 
communication.  Prince  Schwartzenberg  had  his  head-quar- 
ters atVitry;  Marshal  Bliicher  at  Chalons.  Bonaparte,  faith- 
ful to  the  project  indicated  in  his  letter  to  the  Empress,  of 
marching  toward  his  fortresses,  to  draw  off  the  Allies  from 
Paris,  had  moved  to  the  Dizier  ;  the  movement  of  Prince 
Schwartzenberg  on  Vitry  kept  him  in  the  delusion  that  his 
project  was  in  play  and  succeeding.  To  have  followed  him 
after  so  manifest  a  discovery  of  his  precise  views  was  not  natu- 
ral. The  march  to  Paris  was  the  counter-movement  he  ob- 
viously dreaded ;  a  resolution  was  formed  to  undertake  it,  and, 
on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  Field-Marshal  Bliicher  received 
the  intimation  from  his  Sovereign,  as  well  as  from  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  that  his  army,  as  well  as  the  grand  army,  was  to 
direct  its  march  immediately  on  that  point,  leaving  a  corps 
of  9000  cavalry  under  General  Winzingerode,  to  watch  the 
enemy's  army.  The  Emperor's  and  Prince  Schwartzenberg's 
head-quarters  were  announced  for  the  following  day  to  be  at 
Fere  Champenoise,  and  Marshal  Blucher's  at  Etoges.  The 
corps  of  Marmont  and  Mortier  were  supposed  at  this  time  to 
be  near  one  of  these  places.  Marshal  Bliicher  commenced 
his  march  early  in  the  morning,  and  at  about  8  o'clock  a  col- 
umn of  the  enemy's  baggage  was  observed  to  be  moving  across 
the  great  plain  of  Chalons  toward  Fere  Champenoise.  It  was 
by  Captain  Harris,  the  aid-de-camp  of  Sir  Charles  Stewart, 
and  whom  he  had  attached  to  me,  this  body  of  the  enemy 
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was  first  discovered.    The  head  of  the  advanced  guard  of  cav- 
alry was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  it,  and  was  followed  by  the 
remainder ;  the  convoy  was  attacked  and  taken,  and  with  it 
about  800  prisoners.    At  a  very  short  distance  from  it  anothei 
column  was  observed,  consisting  of  infantry  and  artillery.    The 
capture  of  this  required  other  means  ;  the  army,  moving  sud- 
denly, had  faced  about  from  the  front  it  held  on  the  preceding 
day,  and,  so  large  a  body  of  the  cavalry  having  been  detached, 
there  was  only  the  small  corps  which  had  formed  the  rear- 
guard to  immediately  bring  forward.     The  whole  of  this  was 
ordered  forward,  but  eight  squadrons,  with  about  200  Cos- 
sacks, were  all  that  General  Korff  who  commanded  the  cav- 
alry, could  at  first  get  up  :   with  these  he  proceeded  ;  I  fol- 
lowed their  movements.     The  infantry  of  Marshal  Bliicher's 
army  was  at  this  time  several  miles  behind,  out  of  all  sight 
or  observation  of  what  might  be  likely  to  pass  ;  no  time  was 
lost  by  General  Korfi'  in  approaching  the  enemy's  column, 
which  appeared  to  consist  of  a  force  of  about  6000  men.     A 
resolution  was  immediately  taken  to  charge  them  ;  the  enemy, 
however,  formed  into  one  large  hollow  oblong  square,  having 
his  guns  in  the  centre  ;  there  was  a  chariot,  with  a  lady  in 
it,  conspicuous  among  the  guns  and  ammunition  carts  which 
filled  up  the  greater  part  of  the  centre.     In  this  disposition 
the  column  continued  its  march,  the  openness  of  the  country 
admitting  it  to  move  in  almost  any  direction  which  the  Com- 
mander might  please.    It  was  not  until  the  cavalry  were  pre- 
pared to  make  a  charge  that  the  column  suspended  its  move- 
ment.    It  had  disregarded  the  occasional  galling  fire  of  the 
Cossacks,  who  surrounded,  approached,  and  fired  their  pieces 
at  it  in  the  most  daring  manner ;  but  advantage  was  taken 
of  a  piece  of  ground  where  the  column  became  a  little  length- 
ened out  and  broken,  to  make  a  charge  upon  it.     General 
Korft' ordered  the  attack,  and  the  cavalry  rushed  on  with  the 
utmost  impetuosity ;  but  they  were  received  by  so  steady  a 
fire  both  of  the  artillery,  which  had  been  brought  up  in  inter- 
vals made  for  it,  as  well  as  musketry,  that  no  impression  could 
be  made  ;  the  cavalry  found  themselves  compelled  to  retreat 
out  of  the  range  of  the  fire,  and  to  wait  for  some  more  favor- 
able opportunity.      Several  desultory  attacks  were  afterward 
made,  as  the  nature  of  the  ground,  which  sometimes  compelled 
the  enemy  to  form  into  three  or  four  squares  instead  of  one 
extensive  oblong,  admitted,  but  without  any  other  efiect  than 
that  of  a  few  men  on  either  side  killed  or  wounded.     In  the 
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mean  while  a  further  support  of  the  Russian  cavalry  came 
up,  under  the  command  of  General  Vasillohikoff;  and  it  was 
determined  that  another  charge  should  be  made.  The  same 
disposition  of  the  cavalry  took  place  as  before,  and  the  ene- 
my awaited  with  equal  firmness  its  approach.  The  charge 
was  ordered,  made,  and  for  some  time  resolutely  persevered 
in  ;  but  the  enemy's  artillery,  combined  with  the  fire  of  their 
infantry,  ofiered  a  too  powerful  means  of  resistance.  The 
most  harassing  fire  was  however  kept  up  by  the  skirmishers 
and  the  Cossacks,  and  the  enemy  obliged  by  the  positions 
which  the  cavalry,  ever  circling  round  it,  took  up,  to  deviate 
from  the  line  of  march  which  it  would  have  taken  if  left 
wholly  to  itself.  Some  hours  thus  passed.  The  enemy  had 
a  great  superiority  of  numbers  over  the  force  by  which  it  was 
thus  harassed  ;  but  this  superiority  was  of  no  avail,  except 
for  mere  defensive  purposes,  against  the  arm  by  which  they 
were  pursued.  To  delay  and  interrupt  their  march,  and  cut 
off  all  stragglers,  until  guns  or  infantry  could  be  brought  up, 
were  now  the  chief  objects  of  the  two  Russian  Generals. 

Upon  a  sudden  the  noise  of  a  very  distant  cannonade  was 
heard  in  the  direction  where  it  was  supposed  the  army  under 
Prince  Schwartzenberg  might  be  moving.  Anxious  to  learn 
the  cause,  I  rode  on  as  fast  as  I  could,  followed  only  by  a 
Cossack  orderly,  to  the  highest  piece  of  ground  which  lay  in 
the  direction  whence  the  cannonading  had  been  heard,  with 
the  hope  of  being  enabled  to  discover  the  smoke,  and  thus  to 
fix  the  point  where  the  troops  might  be  engaged.  I  rode  up 
very  suddenly  to  the  top  of  a  high  mound,  being  at  this  time 
almost  out  of  sight  of  our  own  cavalry  and  the  enemy's  division 
which  it  was  following,  when,  at  only  a  few  hundred  yards 
before  me,  at  the  top  of  another  height,  I  observed  a  large 
group  of  mounted  officers,  with  several  orderlies  and  other  at- 
tendants, designating  that  some  distinguished  person  must  be 
among  them.  I  could  entertain  little  doubt  but  that  the  party 
must  have  come  from  Prince  Schwartzenberg's  army.  I  ap- 
proached them,  however,  with  some  degree  of  caution  until 
I  could  distinguish  precisely  who  they  were,  when,  suddenly 
.struck  with  the  appearance  of  one  among  them,  I  exclaimed, 
in  a  tone  of  voice  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  him  and  the 
persons  with  him,  "  Ah  1  c'est  le  Feld  Marechal  Comte  de 
Wrede."  I  had  only  seen  Comte  de  Wrede  once  before,  but 
his  figure  and  dress  were  so  conspicuous,  being  distinguishable 
also  by  wearing  a  very  large  feather  or  plume  of  feathers  in 
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his  hat,  as  to  cause  him  to  be  instantly  recognized  by  me. 
Finding  himself  thus  spoken  of  by  name,  he  immediately  re- 
plied, "  Oui,  Monsieur,  et  qui  etes  vous  done?"  "  Je  suis  le 
Colonel  Anglais  attache  a  I'armee  du  Marechal  Bliicher."  "  Et 
qu'est-ce  corps  que  je  vois  la  ?"  "  C'est  I'avant  garde  de 
I'armee  du  Marechal,  qui  attaque  une  division  de  I'ennemi." 
"  Et  voila  la  grande  armee,"  immediately  replied  the  Field 
Marshal  Comte  de  Wrede,  pointing  with  his  hand  to  a  body  of 
cavalry  which  appeared  at  a  considerable  distance  in  an  op- 
posite direction  to  that  in  which  I  had  come,  and  which  1  had 
not  before  observed ;  and  thus  it  was  precisely  that  the  junc- 
tion between  the  grand  army  under  the  command  of  Prince 
Schwartzenberg  and  that  of  Field  Marshal  Bliicher  first  took 
place — a  junction  from  which  all  that  remained  of  hope  for 
the  fortunes  of  Bonaparte  immediately  fled.  Comte  de  Wrede 
then  interrogated  me  as  to  the  force  of  the  enemy's  division 
which  the  Russian  cavalry  had  been  attacking,  and  why  it 
had  not  been  already  out  up  and  destroyed.  I  mentioned  to 
him  that  repeated  charges  were  made  without  effect.  He  ex- 
claimed, "  C'etait  une  honte  ;  que  cela  ne  devrait  pas  etre  ; 
qu'on  aurait  du  la  detruire  ;  qu'il  ne  concevait  pas  comment 
cela  ne  fut  pas  fait."  He  asked  the  names  of  the  two  Gen- 
erals who  had  commanded.  1  told  him  Generals  KorfT  and 
Vasillchikoff,  and  that  there  had  not  appeared  any  want  of 
goodwill  on  their  part.  Without  loss  of  time,  however,  Comte 
de  Wrede  dispatched  immediately  an  officer  of  his  staff  to  order 
up  the  first  corps  he  might  meet  of  his  own  cavalry  (Bava- 
rians) ;  and  not  a  long  time  elapsed  before  they  joined,  when 
Comte  de  Wrede  assumed  the  direction  of  the  combined  attack 
to  be  made  by  Generals  Korff  and  Vasillchikoff,  as  well  as  by 
the  troops  under  his  owm  orders. 

I  concluded  that  now  an  inevitable  destruction  awaited  the 
French  column.  Comte  de  Wrede  gave  his  orders,  and  was 
forward  also  in  advancing  with  his  men,  animating  them  by 
his  example  as  well  as  by  his  words  ;  but  the  steadiness  and 
resolution  of  the  commander  of  the  French  column  was  not  to 
be  overcome.  The  cavalry  were  received  again  with  a  well- 
served  and  steady  fire  of  guns  and  musketry  in  every  point 
where  it  was  attempted  to  make  an  impression,  and  the  failure 
of  the  Comte  de  Wrede  was  as  complete  and  full  as  that  of 
the  two  Russian  Generals  had  been. 

Fresh  corps  of  cavalry  now  began  to  advance,  and  also  a 
numerous  body  of  Cossacks ;  and  very  soon  there  came  up  the 
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Emperor  Alexander  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  attended  by  the 
officers  of  their  respective  suites,  by  Lord  Cathcart,  Sir  Charles 
Stewart,  and  Lord  Burghersh.  Prince  Schwartzenberg  also 
soon  came  up. 

This  was  the  only  occasion  where  I  ever  recollected  to  have 
seen  the  Emperor  Alexander  assume  a  personal  command  in 
any  of  the  battles  where  I  had  been  present  near  him,  or  had 
heard  what  his  conduct  upon  other  occasiona  had  been.  Anx- 
ious only  to  supply  the  means  by  which  the  Generals  who 
commanded  his  troops  were  enabled  to  accomplish  their  suc- 
cesses— readily  always  yielding  to  place  his  troops  under  the 
orders  of  the  most  distinguished  officers  of  the  day,  without 
regard  to  the  Generals  under  whom  they  were  thus  placed 
being  under  any  tie  of  personal  or  of  public  service  toward 
hira — forward  himself  nevertheless  in  every  affair,  and  active 
in  personally  ordering  forward  the  reserves  of  his  own  guard 
wherever  they  could  be  advantageously  employed,  he  still 
acted  so  upon  all  occasions  as  never  to  attempt  to  strip  a  single 
leaf  from  the  laurels  of  the  general  officers  to  whom  the  com- 
mand of  his  troops  had  been  intrusted,  but  to  leave  whoUy 
with  them  the  merit  of  every  exploit. 

A  sudden  and  unexpected  union  of  different  bodies  from  the 
two  main  armies  having,  however,  upon  this  occasion  taken 
place,  it  might  have  become  difficult  to  determine  upon  whom 
the  chief  command  should  fall.  Howsoever  this  may  be,  he 
at  once  assumed  it,  saw  the  difficulty  of  crushing  a  body  of 
infantry  who  had  given  proofs  of  their  being  so  resolutely 
disposed,  so  well  commanded,  and  were  at  the  same  time  so 
advantageously  formed,  and  having  artillery  also  to  defend 
themselves,  by  cavalry  attacks  alone.  His  first  thought,  there- 
fore, was  to  order  up  some  batteries  of  horse  artillery.  The 
moment  these  came  up  the  situation  of  the  enemy's  column 
became  evidently  hopeless.  Showers  of  grape-shot  were  pour- 
ed in  among  them,  and  in  a  very  short  time  one  of  the  battal- 
ions, or  rather  a  number  of  men  equal  to  about  one  strong 
battalion,  became  separated  from  the  rest  and  dragged  a  lit- 
tle in  the  rear.  They  also  formed  a  square  ;  but  on  the  first 
approach  of  a  body  of  cavalry  to  attack  them  they  suddenly 
grounded  their  arms,  and  the  commanding  officer  moved  for- 
ward to  declare  that  they  surrendered  themselves  as  prison- 
ers. I  was  near  the  Emperor  Alexander  at  this  moment.  He 
desired  the  commanding  officer  to  come  up,  and  said  to  him, 
"  Vous  vous  etes  conduit  en  brave  homme ;"  shook  him  by  the 
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hand,  and  then  gave  directions  that  he  and  his  men  might 
be  taken  proper  care  of. 

To  save  an  unnecessary  effusion  of  human  blood  was  now 
obviously  the  desire  of  the  Emperor  Alexander.  He  directed 
Colonel  Rappetel,  the  aid-de-oamp  of  General  Moreau,  to  ad- 
vance toward  the  French  column,  and  to  offer  them  his  pro- 
tection if  they  would  surrender  themselves.  Rappetel  ad- 
vanced toward  them,  waving  a  white  handkerchief  in  his 
hand.  A  momentary  suspension  of  the  fire  and  attack  on  the 
part  of  the  allied  troops  ensued.  He  was  received,  however, 
by  a  shot  from  the  enemy,  and  immediately  fell. 

It  was  obvious  that  all  kind  of  parley  was  useless.  The 
artillery  again  opened  their  fire.  The  shattered,  broken,  and 
now  entirely  disordered  column,  which  at  every  step  it  ad- 
vanced left  a  broad  track  of  dead  and  wounded  men  behind 
it,  could  hardly  oppose  any  resistance  to  the  immense  body 
of  cavalry  by  which  it  was  surrounded ;  and  one  general  over- 
whelming charge — accompanied  by  the  so  well  known  and, 
as  it  too  frequently  proved  to  the  French,  tremendous  "hur- 
ra"— of  the  Cossacks  ensued.  Those  alone  escaped  from  the 
blows  who  were  hemmed  up  in  the  centre,  and  protected  by 
the  mangled  bodies  of  the  men  in  the  foremost  ranks,  which 
strewed  the  ground  so  thickly  that  neither  the  long  pikes  of 
the  Cossacks  and  Lancers  nor  the  swords  of  the  Dragoons 
could  reach  beyond  them.  Every  one  present  had  joined  in 
this  general  charge,  and  such  was  its  impetuosity  that  many 
individuals  were  wounded  even  by  the  weapons  of  their  own 
men.  Colonel  Campbell  was  run  through  the  body  by  the 
pike  of  a  Cossack,  who,  from  the  difference  of  his  dress,  had 
taken  him  for  a  French  officer.  I  had  myself  advanced  with 
one  of  the  foremost  divisions  of  cavalry,  and  was  close  to  the 
enemy's  column  when  the  general  attack  and  slaughter,  or 
rather  carnage,  commenced.  The  blood  rushed  to  my  face, 
and  I  blushed  for  my  very  nature  as  a  man  at  witnessing  the 
scene  of  carnage  which  ensued.  Every  individual  was  in- 
stantly cut  down  or  transfixed  by  the  pikes  of  the  Cossacks- 
and  Lancers  ;  and  nothing  actually  saved  the  whole  body 
from  destruction  but  the  physical  impossibility  of  reaching, 
by  any  means,  the  persons  who  were  collected  in  the  centre. 
The  lady^  in  the  carriage  was  among  the  persons  whose  lives 

'  Lord  Londonderry  Etates  that  the  lady  was  young  and  beautiful, 
and  the  wife  of  a  French  Colonel ;  that,  seeing  her  seized  by  three 
Bashkirs,  who  were  carrying  her  off,  he  rushed  forward  and  rescued 
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were  saved  ;  but  a  melancholy  lot,  it  is  too  much  to  be  fear- 
ed, afterward  befell  her. 

No  efforts  were  certainly  wanting,  on  the  part  of  the  Em- 
peror Alexander,  the  King  of  Prussia,  Prince  Schwartzenberg, 
or  any  of  the  superior  officers  present,  to  stay  the  impetuosity 
of  the  mixed  bands  of  troops  by  which  the  charge  had  been 
made,  after  the  first  work  of  slaughter  had  been  done,  and 
the  most  earnest  attention  was  shown  to  save  as  many  lives 
as  possible.  General  Pacthod,  it  was  now  first  ascertained,  was 
the  French  officer  by  whom  the  enemy's  column  had  been 
commanded.  General  Arney  was  also  in  command  of  a  divi- 
sion. Their  lives,  with  those  of  several  officers  and  a  nu- 
merous body  of  men  which  still  lay  collected  in  a  large  mass 
in  the  centre,  were  saved.  They  afterward  filed  past  the 
Emperor  Alexander ;  and  although  I  was  not  near  him  on 
that  occasion,  I  found  he  had  addressed  the  same  consolatory 
language  to  them  as  he  had  done  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  first  square  that  had  surrendered.  It  was,  I  believe, 
to  the  humanity  of  Sir  Charles  Stewai-t  that  the  lady  in  the 
carriage  was  indebted  for  the  first  acts  of  attention  she  re- 
ceived. The  carriage,  when  it  became  separated  from  the 
square,  was  placed  under  a  guard,  and  protection  assured  to 
her.  Night,  however,  came  on  before  it  was  possible  for  any 
one  to  reach  Fere  Champenoise,  the  only  place  which  offered 
any  cover  for  the  night.  The  carriage  might  have  been  found, 
but  the  lady  was,  I  believe,  never  afterward  heard  of.  Thus 
terminated  this  remarkable  day. 

I  am,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  15. 
To  Major-Geneeal  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Paris,  April  14,  1814. 
Sir — It  is  with  great  satisfaction  I  transmit  to  you  a  letter 
I  have  received  from  Colonel  Thiele,  aid-de-camp  to  his  Prus- 

her,  and,  giving  her  in  charge  to  his  own  orderly,  directed  her  to  be 
taken  to  a  place  of  safety.  "  The  orderly  accordingly  put  her  en  croupe, 
and  rode  off  toward  Fere  Champenoise  ;  but  he  was  attacked  on  the 
road  by  a  ferocious  band  of  Cossacks,  pierced  through,  and  left  for  dead, 
while  the  ruffians  seized  the  lady,  who  was  nevermore  heard  of,  though 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  was  greatly  moved  by  the  incident,  made 
the  utmost  efforts  to  discover  what  had  become  of  her." — War  in  Ger- 
many and  France,  pp.  288-289.  cited  by  Alison,  Hist,  of  Europe,  vol.  x. 
p.  344  (second  edit.) 
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sian  Majesty,  accornpanying  the  decoration  of  the  Prussian 
Order  of  Merit,  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  confer 
on  you  as  a  mark  of  his  approbation  of  your  gallant  and  dis- 
tinguished services  during  the  period  you  were  attached  to 
the  army  under  the  command  of  Field-Marshal  Bliicher. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Charles  Stew^art,  Lieut.-General. 


No.  16. 
To  HIS  Excellency  Gen.  Sir  Charles  Stewart. — (Transl.) 

Paris,  April  11,  1814. 
Sir — His  Majesty  the  King  my  master,  wishing  to  mani- 
fest his  sense  of  the  sei-vices  and  exertions  of  General  Lowe, 
who  has  been  hitherto  attached  to  the  Silesian  army  during 
this  war,  is  therefore  desirous  of  conferring  upon  him  the  Or- 
der of  Merit ;  but  as  the  General  has  already  returned  to  En- 
gland, I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  request  that 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  take  charge  of  the  inclosed  in- 
signia, and  forward  them  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  V.  Thiele. 


No.  17. 
To  Major-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Paris,  May  18,  1814. 
Dear  General  Lowe — I  had  not  an  opportunity  to  ac- 
quaint you  yesterday  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  pleased 
to  express  himself  to  me  in  the  most  gracious  terms  on  the 
subject  of  all  your  services  since  your  arrival  at  Kalish,  and 
throughout  the  campaign  which  followed  that  period.  His 
Imperial  Majesty  added  that  he  had  spoken  fully  on  the 
same  topic  to  Field-Marshal  Bliicher,  and  had  ordered  a  de- 
coration to  be  sent  to  you  in  token  of  his  esteem.  I  beg  leave 
to  congratulate  you  in  anticipation  on  this  well-earned  mark 
of  the  sense  ascertained  here  of  your  merit  and  services;  and 
if  it  shall  be  your  wish,  I  will  lose  no  time  in  asking  the  per- 
mission of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  that  you 
may  accept  and  wear  the  Order  which  is  to  be  sent  to  you 
for  military  service. 

I  have  the  honor,  &o.  Cathcart,  General. 
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No.  18. 
To  Major-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. — (Transl.) 

My  dear  General — It  is  with  particular  satisfaction  I 
have  to  announce  to  you  that  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias 
has  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  you  the  Order  of  St.  George, 
fourth  class,  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  letter  from  Prince 
Volkonsky.  In  conveying  to  you  this  agreeable  information, 
I  beg  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  true  regard  and 
gratitude  for  the  services  which  you  have  rendered  to  me  dur- 
ing the  preceding  campaigns. 

I  am,  &o.  Blucher. 


No.  19. 
To  Major-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. — (Transl.) 

HiRSCHBEKG,  IN  SiLESIA,   IVoV.   23,   1814. 

My  dear.  General — It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  my 
very  dear  and  very  honored  General,  that  I  have  received  your 
letter  of  the  15th  of  September,  which  tells  me  that  you  have 
still  preserved  the  remembrance  of  a  man  who  is  infinitely  at- 
tached to  you,  and  who  in  the  course  of  a  memorable  campaign, 
if  there  ever  were  one,  has  learnt  to  appreciate  your  rare  mili- 
tary talents,  your  profound  judgment  on  the  great  operations 
of  war,  and  your  imperturbable  sang  froid  in  the  day  of  battle. 
These  rare  qualities  and  your  honorable  character  will  link 
me  to  you  eternally.  You  may  always  pride  yourself.  Gen- 
eral, on  having  belonged,  to  the  small  number  of  those  who 
opposed  to  timid  counsels  a  firmness  not  to  be  shaken  by  the 
reverses  we  sustained  ;  and  you  have  never  departed  from  the 
conviction  that  to  bring  Europe  back  to  a  just  and  equitable 
equilibrium,  and  to  overthrow  the  government  of  Imperial 
Jacobinism,  its  capital  ought  to  be  seized.  Without  that 
there  is  no  safety.  Happily  the  event  has  justified  your  cal- 
culations. The  four  Allied  Powers  are,  thanks  to  God,  still 
in  the  best  intelligence.  That  which  most  disquiets  France 
is  the  formation  of  our  new  Low  Countries — of  that  formid- 
able bastion  which  so  efiectually  takes  in  flank  any  invasion 
which  France  might  project  upon  Germany,  and  which  at 
the  same  time  serves  as  a  tete  de  •pont  for  your  passage  by 
sea.  But  although  our  opinions  coincide  regarding  the  new 
state  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  the  interest  which  we  Pius- 
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sians  ought  to  take  in  it,  still  I  can.  not  but  take  a  different  view 
from  yours  as  to  the  cession  to  it  of  the  Germanic  States  be- 
tween the  Moselle,  the  Meuse,  and  the  Rhine.  That  which 
we  have  won  with  difficulty  from  the  hands  of  a  turbulent 
neighbor,  we  must  not  cede  anew  to  another  foreign  state. 
Germany  is  a  purely  defensive  country,  and  therefore,  con- 
sidering its  pacific  nature,  can  not  be  sufficiently  aggrandized. 
If  these  provinces  fall  to  our  lot,  we  will  try  to  be  your  good 
neighbors,  connected  with  you  as  strongly  by  the  sentiment 
of  national  gratitude  as  by  sound  political  views  and  well-un- 
derstood self-interest. 

Your  appointment,  my  dear  General,  must  place  you  in 
continual  relation  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  You  would 
oblige  me  infinitely  by  being  the  medium  of  presenting  to 
that  hero  the  sentiments  of  respectful  homage  which  I  feel 
for  him.  By  the  circumspection  with  which  he  conducted  the 
war  in  the  Peninsula,  he  prepared  and  led  to  that  state  of 
things  which  enabled  Europe  to  emancipate  herself;  and  it 
was  after  his  fine  campaign  against  Massena  that  they  began 
in  Russia  to  believe  in  the  possibility  of  resistance,  and  com- 
menced making  preparations  for  it.  Grateful  posterity  will 
count  the  Duke  of  Wellington  among  the  benefactors  of  the 
human  race.  Lieut. -Gen.  Count  de  Gneisenau. 


No.  20. 


Declaration  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Allied 
Powers  assembled  in  Congress  at  Vienna,  March  13, 
1815. 

Les  Puissances  qui  ont  signe  le  Traite  de  Paris,  reunies  en 
Congres  a  Vienne,  informees  de  I'evasion  de  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte et  de  son  entree  a  main  armee  en  France,  doivent  a  leur 
propre  dignite  et  a  I'interet  de  I'ordre  social  une  declaration 
solennelle  des  sentimens  que  cet  evenement  leur  a  fait  eprouver. 

En  i-ompant  ainsi  la  Convention  qui  I'avait  etabli  a  I'ile 
d'Elbe,  Buonaparte  detruit  le  seul  titre  legal  auquel  son  ex- 
istence se  trouvait  attachee.  En  reparaissant  en  France,  avec 
des  projets  de  troubles  et  de  bouleversemens,  il  s'est  prive  lui- 
meme  de  la  protection  des  lois,  et  a  manifeste  a  la  face"de 
I'univers  qu'il  ne  saurait  y  avoir  ni  paix  ni  treve  avec  lui. 

Les  Puissances  declarent,  en  consequence,  que  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  s'est  place  hors  des  relations  civiles  et  sociales,  et 
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* 
que,  comme  ennemi  et  perturbateur  du  repos  du  monde,  i] 
s'est  livr6  a  la  vindicte  publique. 

Elles  declarent,  en  meme  tems,  que,  fermement  resolues  de 
maintenir  intact  le  Traite  de  Paris  du  30  Mai,  1814,  et  les 
dispositions  sanctionnees  par  ce  traite,  et  celles  qu'elles  ont 
arretees  ou  qu'elles  arreteront  encore  pour  le  completer  et  le 
consolider,  elles  emploiront  tous  leurs  moyens  et  reuniront  tous 
leurs  efforts  pour  que  la  paix  generale,  objet  des  voeux  de 
I'Europe  et  but  constant  de  leurs  travaux,  ne  soit  pas  troublee 
de  nouveau,  et  pour  la  garantir  de  tout  attentat  qui  menace- 
rait  de  replonger  les  peuples  dans  les  desordres  et  les  malheurs 
des  revolutions. 

Et  quoiqu'intimement  persuades  que  la  France  entiere,  se 
ralliant  autour  de  son  Souverain  legitime,  fera  incessamment 
rentrer  dans  le  neant  cette  derniere  tentative  d'un  delire  crim- 
inel  et  impuissant,  tous  les  Souverains  de  I'Europe,  animes  des 
memes  sentimens  et  guides  par  les  memes  principes,  declarent, 
que  si,  contre  tout  calcul,  il  pouvait  resulter  de  cet  evenement 
un  danger  reel  queloonque,  ils  seraient  prets  a  donner  au  Roi 
de  France  et  a  la  nation  Franyaise,  ou  a  tout  autre  Gouveme- 
ment  attaque,  des  que  la  demande  en  serait  formee,  les  secours 
necessaires  pour  retablir  la  tranquillite  publique,  et  a  faire 
cause  commune  contre  tous  ceux  qui  entreprendraient  de  la 
compromettre. 

La  presente  Declaration,  inseree  au  Protocole  du  Congres 
reuni  a  Vienne  dans  sa  seance  du  13  Mars  1816,  sera  rendua 
publique. 

Fait  et  certifie  veritable  par  les  Plenipotentiaries  des  huit 
Puissances  signataires  du  Traite  de  Paris,  a  Vienne  le  13 
Mars  1815. 

Suivent  les  signatures  dans  I'ordre  alphabetique  des  Cours  : 
AuTEiCHE  :  Portugal  : 

Le  Prince  de  Mettermch.  Le  Comte  de  Palmella. 

Le  Baron  de  Wessenberg.  Saldanha. 

EspAGNE  :  Lobo. 

P.  Gomez  Labrador.  Pbusse  : 

France  :  Le    Prince    de    Harden- 

Le  Prince  de  Talleyrand.  berg. 

Le  Due  de  Dalberg.  Le  Baron  de  Humboldt. 

Latour  Dupin.  Russie  ; 

Le  Cerate  Alexis  de  Noailles.  Le  Corate  de  Rasoumows- 

Grand  Bretagne  :  ky. 

Wellington.  Le  Comte  de  Staekelberg. 

Clanearty  Le  Comte  de  Nesselrode, 

Cathcai-t.  Suede  : 

Stewart.  Lowenhielm. 
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No.  21. 
To  Majok-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Liege,  April  22,  1815. 
My  dear  General — I  have  many  acknowledgments  to 
make  for  the  letter  you  were  so  good  as  to  write  to  me,  and 
many  more  to  repeat  for  the  kindness  of  your  introduction  to 
this  head-quarters,  which  has  obtained  me  many  personal 
attentions.  I  should  fail  in  doing  your  friends  here  justice 
were  I  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  of  their 
esteem  and  attachment,  which  they  profess  too  earnestly  and 
frankly  not  to  make  it  very  acceptable  for  its  sincerity.  The 
Dutch  insinuation  that  our  eyes  were  directed  to  our  shipping 
was  distinctly  denied  in  Lord  Wellington's  letter  to  General 
Gneisenau,  in  which  he  said  that  the  present  position  of  the 
Prussians  on  the  Mouse  and  Sambre  would  induce  him  in  any 
operations  to  make  common  cause.  Among  other  officers 
who  hear  reports  without  having  access  to  official  information, 
I  have  used  your  hint  usefully  ;  and  I  beg,  as  the  greatest 
favor  you  can  confer  on  me,  that  at  any  leisure  you  can  spare 
you  will  do  me  the  kindness  to  continue  these  advices,  which, 
in  a  new  situation  which  you  know  so  well,  are  very  valuable. 
General  Gneisenau  told  me  his  project  had  been  approved  by 
the  King,  but  that  he  heard  from  Vienna  there  were  likely  to 
be  so  many  delays  that  he  did  not  think  operations  could  com- 
mence before  the  middle  of  June  ;  and  that,  however,  good 
his  principles  for  a  campaign  to  Paris  might  have  been  then, 
that  delay  might  now  require  a  complete  alteration  or  great 
modification  in  his  plan.  He  did  not  state  what  these  were 
likely  to  be,  but  he  considers  the  undertaking  against  Napo- 
leon as  every  day  more  serious  from  the  leisure  of  preparation 
and  influence  over  the  national  mind  which  this  suspension 
of  operations  will  afford  him.  There  is  a  proclamation  of  the 
King  from  Berlin  of  the  15th,  stating  the  grounds  of  the  war 
with  Napoleon.  General  Miiffling  tells  me  he  has  sent  to 
head-quarters  information  of  the  state  of  the  country  between 
the  Moselle  and  the  Meuse.  It  is  so  thinly  inhabited  and  so 
poor  that,  if  Belgium  does  not  assist  in  subsisting  the  troops 
this  side  of  the  Meuse,  and  that  operations  are  for  a  length  of 
time  suspended,  there  will  be  considerable  difficulty  in  finding 
food  for  them.  Prince  Bliicher  is  in  excellent  spirits  and  good 
health  :  he  has  written  to  the  Duke  announcing  his  intention 
of  paying  him  a  visit.     If  the  Duke  does  not  anticipate  him, 
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I  trust  he  will  make  a  parade  of  his  staff  to  meet  him  on  the 
road;  and  if  there  is  any  intention  of  this  sort,  and  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  it,  I  will  take  care  that  the  hour  of  his  arrival 
at  Brussels  shall  be  accurately  known.  May  I  request  you 
will  let  one  of  your  officers  make  out  for  me  the  new  composi- 
tion of  the  army,  and  a  copy  of  the  general  orders  relative  to 
the  officers  on  the  staff,  and  what  number  and  quality  of 
troops  have  arrived  since  the  10th? 

Excuse  these  troublesome  questions,  and  believe  me,  &c. 

H.  Hardinge. 


No.  22. 


Convention  between  Great  Britain,  Austria,   Russia 
AND  Prussia. 

On  the  2d  of  August  1815,  the  following  Convention  be- 
tween Great  Britain,  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  respecting 
Bonaparte,  was  signed  at  Paris  : 

"  Napoleon  Buonaparte  being  in  the  power  of  the  Allied  Sov- 
ereigns, their  Majesties,  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  have  agreed,  in 
virtue  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  the  25th  of  March, 
1815,  upon  the  measures  most  proper  to  render  all  enterprise 
impossible,  on  his  part,  against  the  repose  of  Europe. 

"Art.  1.  Napoleon  Buonaparte  is  considered  by  the  Powers 
who  have  signed  the  Treaty  of  the  25th  of  March  last  as  their 
prisoner. 

"  Art.  2.  His  custody  is  especially  intrusted  to  the  British 
Government.  The  choice  of  the  place,  and  of  the  measures 
which  can  best  secure  the  object  of  the  present  stipulation,  is 
reserved  to  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

"Art.  3.  The  Imperial  Courts  of  Austria  and  of  Russia, 
and  the  Royal  Court  of  Prussia,  are  to  appoint  Commissioners 
to  proceed  to  and  abide  at  the  place  which  the  Government 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  have  assigned  for  the  residence 
of  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  and  who,  without  being  responsible 
for  his  custody,  will  assure  themselves  of  his  presence. 

"  Art.  4.  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  is  to  be  invited,  in 
the  name  of  the  four  above-mentioned  Courts,  to  send  in  the 
like  manner  a  French  Commissioner  to  the  place  of  detention 
of  Napoleon  Buonaparte. 
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"  Akt.  5.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  tho  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  binds  himself  to  fulfill  the  en- 
gagements which  fall  to  him  by  the  present  Convention. 

"  Art.  6.  The  present  Convention  shall  be  ratified,  and 
the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged,  within  fifteen  days,  or 
sooner  if  possible. 

"  In  faith  whereof  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have 
signed  the  present  Convention,  and  have  afiixed  thereto  the 
seals  of  their  arms." 


No.   23. 
Instructions  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

War  Department,  September,  12,  1815. 
Sir — 1.  My  letter  of  the  24th  of  July  informed  you  that 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  had  been  pleased  to 
command  that  the  charge  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte's  person 
should  be  intrusted  to  you. 

2.  The  island  of  St.  Helena  was  fixed  upon  as  the  place  of 
his  future  residence  ;  and  as  it  was  found  advisable  to  remove 
him  from  the  ports  of  this  country  before  you  could  arrive 
from  Marseilles,  the  immediate  charge  of  Buonaparte's  person 
was  confided  to  Rear-Admiral  Sir  George  Cockburn  who  was 
upon  the  point  of  sailing  to  assume  the  naval  command  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  St.  Helena. 

3.  I  inclose  for  your  information  and  guidance,  the  copy  of 
a  memorandum  which  I  addressed  upon  this  occasion  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  upon  which  Sir 
George  Cockburn's  instructions,  as  far  as  they  regarded  Na- 
poleon Buonaparte,  were  founded. 

4.  I  have  little  to  add  to  the  directions  which  are  contain- 
ed in  this  Memorandum  ;  and  you  will  observe  them  as  the 
general  principles  by  which  your  conduct  is  to  be  regulated. 
Many  things,  however,  must  be  determined  by  local  circum- 
stances ,  and  the  experience  which  I  have  already  had  of 
your  judgment  and  discretion  makes  me  repose  this  most  im- 
portant trust,  without  apprehension,  in  your  hands.  You 
will  observe,  that  the  desire  of  his  Majesty's  Government  is 
to  allow  every  indulgence  to  General  Buonaparte  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  entire  security  of  his  person  :  that 
he  should  not  by  any  means  escape,  or  hold  communication 
with  any  person  whatever  (excepting  through  your  agency), 
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must  be  your  unremitted  care  ;  and  these  points  being  made 
sure,  every  resource  and  amusement  which  may  serve  to  rec- 
oncile Bonaparte  to  his  confinement  may  be  permitted. 

5.  Upon  your  arrival  at  St.  Helena  you  will  receive  the 
charge  of  General  Buonaparte  from  Sir  George  Cockburn  ;  and 
as  he  will  remain  in  the  naval  command  upon  that  station, 
and  naval  combination  may  be  so  essential  toward  precluding 
the  escape  of  Buonaparte  or  his  followers,  you  will  concert  with 
Sir  George  Cockburn,  all  the  necessary  measures  of  precau- 
tion, and  will  study  to  maintain,  the  most  perfect  harmony 
between  the  naval  and  military  services. 

6.  You  may  be  assured  of  the  support  and  prompt  attention 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  the  most  liberal  construc- 
tion will  be  given  to  the  measures  which  you  may  find  it 
necessary  to  adopt  under  unforeseen  or  actual  circumstances. 

7.  It  was  considered  essential  that  you  should  hold  the 
civil  as  well  as  military  government  of  St.  Helena  ;  and  the 
East  India  Company  have  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  on  this  head.  As  the  aflairs  of  the  island 
must  be  constantly  interwoven  with  the  duties  of  your  mili- 
tary command,  and  with  your  arrangements  regarding  the 
persons  confined  in  the  island,  it  is  considered  advisable  that 
your  correspondence  should  be  addressed,  through  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  to  the  Earl  of  Bucking- 
hamshire, President  of  the  Board  of  Control  for  Indian  Affairs, 
and  you  will  receive  through  the  same  channel  your  future 
instructions,^  as  well  in  regard  to  what  concerns  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  as  to  what  relates  to  the  affairs  of  St.  Helena  ; 
but  in  the  event  of  any  remarkable  occurrence  which  it  may 
be  of  importance  for  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent's 
Government  to  be  apprized  of,  as  well  for  its  own  information 
as  for  that  of  the  great  continental  Powers  who  feel  an  inter- 
est in  the  safe  custody  of  the  person  of  Buonaparte  you  will 
address  your  communication  direct  to  me. 

8.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  inform  you  that  four  Commis- 
sioners, named  by  the  sovereigns  of  Austria,  Russia,  France, 
and  Prussia  are  to  reside  in  St.  Helena,  in  order  that  these 
Powers  may  receive  from  time  to  time  direct  reports  of  the 
security  of  Buonaparte's  person.  These  Commissioners  will 
not  be  furnished  with  any  power  to  interfere  in  the  measures 
you  may  find  it  expedient  to  pursue.     They  will  be  simply 

^  All  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  instructions  respecting  Napoleon  were, 
lowever,  sent  to  him  by  Earl  Bathuret. 
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the  correspondents  of  their  respective  courts.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  that  I  should  recommend  your  showing  every  at- 
tention and  civility  to  the  persons  who  may  he  employed 
upon  this  duty. 

I  have,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  24. 
A  l'Amiral  Sir  George  Cookburn. 

Ste.  Helene,  Novcmbre  5,  1815. 
Monsieur  l'Amiral — Comme  vous  etes  charge  de  tout  ce 
qui  nous  concerne,  j'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  adresser  une  note 
sur  la  maniere  dont  le  service  s'est  fait  jusqu'ici  pres  de  I'Em- 
pereur.     Je  vous  ecrirai  quelquefois  sur  ce  qui  nous  est  relatif. 
Je  vous  prie  d'agreer,  &:c., 
Le  Grand  Marechal  Cte.  Bertrand. 

Note. 

L'Empereur  s'est  emharque  a  bord  du  Bellerophon,  en  rade 
de  rile  d'Aix,  le  15  Juillet :  il  est  reste  sur  ce  batiment  sans 
debarquer  jusqu'au  7  Aovit,  oii  il  a  ete  mis  a  bord  du  Northum- 
berland, qui  a  faite  voile  pour  Ste.  Helene,  et  a  mouille  dans 
la  rade,  le  15  Octobre  a  9  heures  du  matin,  et  est  reste  en 
rade  le  15  et  le  16.  Le  17  a  8  heures  du  soir,  apres  un  em- 
barquement  de  95  jours,  I'Empereur,  accompagne  de  I'Amiral 
Sir  G.  Cockburn  et  du  Grand  Marechal,  est  descendu  en  ville 
dans  un  hotel  garni,  ou  il  a  ocoupe  une  chambre,  le  reste  de 
la  maison  etant  occupe  par  les  officiers  et  autres  personnes  de 
la  suite. 

Le  lendemain,  28,  a  6  heures  du  matin,  il  est  raontS  a 
cheval  avec  I'Amiral  et  le  Grand  Marechal  pour  visiter  Long- 
wood,  oil  il  a  dejeiine  chez  le  Lieutenant  du  Gouvemeur. 

A  son  retour  il  s'est  arrete  a  deux  milles  de  la  ville,  a  I'ex- 
tremite  de  la  vallee,  ou  il  a  prefere  demeurer  dans  une  cham- 
bre que  I'Amiral  avait  fait  preparer,  vu  qu'en  ville  sa  maison 
n'avait  ni  cour  ni  jardin  pour  se  promener. 

L'Empereur  est  encore  aujourd'hui  dans  le  meme  logement. 
II  y  est  mal,  parceque  le  pavilion  ne  contient  qu'une  seule 
chambre,  ou  il  est  oblige  de  coucher,  de  manger,  de  travailler, 
et  de  se  tenir  toute  la  journee.  Le  Comte  de  Las  Cases  et 
son  ills  occupent  une  petite  chambre  en  haut. 

Apres  un  aussi  long  embarquement,  il  eiit  ete  a  d6sirer  que 
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rEmpereur  put  avoir  un  bain ;   mais  cela  a  ete  impossible 
dans  le  local  actuel,  par  le  manque  de  toutes  choses. 

II  serait  necessaire  que  I'Empereur  put  monter  a  cheval. 
II  faudrait  pour  cela  quelque  chevaux  de  sella  que  ses  gens 
soigneraient ;  un  pour  lui,  un  autre  pour  I'offioier  de  sa  suite, 
et  un  troisieme  pour  son  domestique. 

Apres  avoir  ete  trois  semaines  a  bord  du  Bellerophon  avec 
nos  armes  et  avec  tons  les  egards  dus  a  I'Empereur  et  a  nos 
rangs,  on  nous  a  desarmes  contre  toute  justice,  et  centre  I'us- 
age  meme  de  la  guerre,  suivi  envers  des  ofBciers  generaux. 
L'Amiral  vient  de  nous  rendre  nos  epees,  mais  a  la  condition 
de  ne  point  nous  en  servir,  attendu  que  nous  devons  toujours 
nous  considerer  comma  prisonniers  de  guerre. 

Efiectivement,  nous  ne  pouvons  communiquer  avec  le  pa- 
vilion qu'habite  I'Empereur  sans  etre  accompagnes  par  un 
sergent,  et  I'Empereur  s'y  est  trouve  environne  de  plantons 
et  d'officiers  da  service.  Les  plantons  ont  ete  depuis  retires. 
II  est  bien  a  desire'r  que  Ton  se  conduise  vis  a  vis  de  I'Em- 
pereur de  maniere  a  eloigner  de  sa  pensee  le  souvenir  de 
I'horrible  position  ou  il  se  trouve.  Elle  est  telle,  on  ose  le 
dire,  que  les  peuples  barbares  en  seraient  touches  et  y  au- 
raient  egard. 

On  ne  pent  craindre  qu'on  puisse  s'eohapper  de  ce  rocher 
presque  partout  inabordable.  Ne  pourrait-on  pas,  si  on  le 
juge  n6cessaire,  augmenter  les  postes  sur  le  rivage,  et  nous 
permettre  de  nous  promener  dans  I'ile  sans  contrainte  ? 

II  serait  egalement  a  desirer  que  nous  puissions  nous  trouver 
leges  a  cote  de  I'Empereur,  afin  de  pouvoir  lui  tenir  compagnie. 
Le  Grand  Marechal  Cte.  Bertrand. 


No.  25. 
A  l'Amiral  Sir  George  Cockburn. 

LoNGWooD,  ct  21  Decemlre,  1815. 
Monsieur — Notre  position  a  Longwood,  quelqu'affreuse 
qu'elle  soit,  n'exciterait  da  notre  part  aucune  plainte,  et  nous 
saurions  la  supporter  avec  la  resignation  du  martyre,  si  Ton 
ne  manquait  continuellament  aux  egards  dus  a  nos  rangs  et 
a  notre  malheur.  Si  a  I'injustice  qu'a  commise  votre  Gou- 
vernamant,  d'envoyer  I'Empereur  Napoleon  a  Ste.  Helena,  au 
m6pris  de  tous  les  droits  das  nations,  ce  qui  causera  I'indig- 
nation  de  tous  les  ages  et  de  tous  les  peuples,  on  a  ajoute  celle 
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de  nous  releguer  sur  le  point  de  File  le  plus  sauvage,  du  moins 
dovions-nous  esperer  que  nous  y  trouverions  les  consolations 
dont  vos  Ministres  n'avaient  ose  nous  priver,  et  cependant 
chaque  jour  on  restreint  davantage  les  communications  avec 
les  habitans  qu'autorisent  celle  de  vos  instructions  que  vous 
m'avez  communiquee. 

Vous  aviez  determine  que  nous  pouvions  nous  promener 
dans  toutes  les  parties  de  I'ile,  en  etant  accompagne  par  un 
officier  Anglais  ou  par  le  Docteur  O'Meara,  Chirurgien  de  la 
Marine  Royale  Anglaise,  et  place  par  vous  a  Longwood.  Le 
General  Gourgaud  s'est  fait  accompagner  par  cet  officier  dans 
une  visite  au  Gouverneur  a  Plantation  House.  C'etait  se 
conformer  aux  regies  fixees  par  vous  ;  cependant  vous  avez 
blame  Monsieur  O'Meara,  et  des  le  lendemain  avez  mis  a 
I'ordre  des  troupes,  qu'il  n'etait  plus  opte  a  nous  accompag- 
ner, et  que  nous  ne  pourrions  desorraais  sortir  de  I'enoeinte  de 
Longwood  sans  etre  escortes  par  un  officier,  qui  chaque  fois 
vous  designeriez  au  Major  du  camp. 

II  etait  convenu  avee  vous,  Monsieur,  qu'un  Franyais  rem- 
plirait  a  la  grille  de  Longvi^ood  les  fonctions  de  Suisse,  et  que 
les  sentinelles  lui  adresseraient  les  visiteurs,  pour  qu'il  leur 
apprit  si  elles  seraient  refues.  C'etait  leur  prouver  qu'elles 
pourraient  venir  librement.  J'ai,  en  consequence,  ecrit  a 
Monsieur  le  Oapitaine  du  53me  regiment  de  garde  a  Long- 
wood  pour  le  prier  de  donner  la  consigne,  que  les  personnes 
qui  se  presenteraient  en  visite  fussent  dirigees  sur  le  parloir 
ou  je  plafais  le  Suisse.  Mais  alors  j'ai  appris,  a  mon  grand 
etonnement,  qu'il  etait  expressement  defendu  de  venir  a  Long- 
vifood  rendre  visite  a  I'Empereur  ou  a  auoun  de  nous  sans  un 
passeport  de  vous.  Se  pourrait-il  done  que  Ton  nous  eut  envie 
jusqu'a  la  faiblo  consolation  qui  pourrait  procurer  la  societe 
de  quelques  individus  comme  nous  relegues  dans  ce  desert,  et 
celle  de  quelques-uns  des  habitans  qui  souvent  nous  ont  te- 
moigne  le  desir  de  nous  voir  ?  Les  offioiers  du  53me,  campes 
a  cinq  cents  pas  de  Longwood,  voulaient  y  venir  ;  oette  per- 
mission leur  a  ete  refusee.  Vous  m'avez  assure  hier.  Mon- 
sieur, si  je  I'ai  bien  compris,  que  cet  ordre  n'etait  donne  que 
par  la  crainte  qu'on  ne  vint  importuner  I'Empereur;  jamais 
cependant  sa  Majeste  ne  s'est  plainte  de  ce  genre  d'importu- 
nite  pendant  son  sejour  a  Briars  ;  et  cet  inconvenient,  s'il  eut 
existe,  etait  facile  a  eviter  par  des  mesures  de  service  iriterieur 
de  doraesticite.  La  ligne  d'enceinte  parait  avoir  ete  placee 
avec  un  soin  particulier  d' eviter  d'y  renfermer  des  maisons  de 
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campagne,  qui,  par  leur  position,  auraient  offert  quelques  buts 
de  pi-omenades.  La  ligne  d'enoeinte  ne  coniprend  enfin  que 
des  rochers  arides  et  des  ravins,  que  I'oeil  ne  peut  contempler 
qu'avec  horreur ;  la  seule  vegetation  est  celle  des  arbres  a 
gomme,  qui  ne  donnent  pas  d'ombre.  L'eau  est  peu  abon- 
dante,  et  est  de  mauvaise  qualite.  Nous  devions  au  moins 
esperer  de  u'y  etre  pas  expose  aux  dcsagremens  que  nous  avions 
eprouve  en  ville  par  les  erreuvs  continuelles  des  consignes, 
mais,  quelques  soin  qu'officlers  et  soldats  du  53me  regiment 
mettent  a  les  eviter,  la  multiplicite  et  la  variation  continuelle 
des  ordrcs  qu'ils  reyoivent  ont  ete  cause  qu'ils  n'ont  pu  ern- 
pecher  que  ces  desagremens  ne  se  soicnt  deja  renouvelles  deux 
ibis. 

J'en  appelle  a  vous.  Monsieur,  chaque  jour  n'apporte-t-il 
pas  un  changement  a  notre  position,  ou  ne  sommes-nous  sujets 
qu'a  des  regies  fixes  ?  L'Empereur  est  mal  a  Longwood,  et 
il  y  est  vivement  incommode  de  I'odeur  de  la  peinture  d'huile. 
Le  climat  est  ici  plus  desagreable  que  dans  tout  le  reste  de 
I'ile ;  il  y  regne  un  vent  continuel,  et  il  y  pleut  chaque  jour. 
On  y  vit  au  milieu  des  nuages,  et  dans  un  atmosphere  tres- 
humide.  L'Empereur  eprouve  de  I'alteration  dans  sa  sante, 
et  nous  souffrons  tous.  Nous  manqiions  de  tout,  et  le  peu  de 
mobilier  mis  a  Longwood  semble  avoir  ete  compose  des  meu- 
bles  vieillis  dans  les  antichambres,  et  aucun  domestique  Fran- 
fais.  A  son  arrivee  ici  sa  Majeste  m'avait  charge  d'aller 
acheter  sur  ses  propres  fonds  les  meubles  et  linge  qui  nous 
manquent  et  pourraient  se  trouver  dans  les  magasins  de  James 
Town.  Des  le  lendemain  j'appris  que  Monsieur  Glover,  votre 
secretaire,  avait  prevenu  les  rnarchands  qu'ils  ne  devaient 
rien  me  livrer. 

On  trouve  dans  I'enceinte  qu'il  nous  est  permis  de  par- 
courir  quelques  chevres  sauvage.s  et  des  perdrix.  II  nous 
etait  agreable  de  pouvoir  chasser,  et  j'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  vous 
demander  hier  de  nous  rendre  nos  fusils  de  chasse,  mais,  si 
vous  crojez,  Monsieur,  ne  pouvoir  acceder  a  ma  demande 
qu'en  nous  obligeant  de  les  rendre  chaque  soir  au  Capitaine 
de  garde,  nous  prcferions  que  vous  persistiez  en  ce  que  vous 
avez  fait  en  ville  a  cet  cgard  au  General  Gourgaud. 

En  resume.  Monsieur,  je  vous  prie  de  vouloir  bien  me  faire 
connaitre  votre  reponse  aux  demandes  ci-apres  : 

1.  Que  I'enceinte  soit  aggrandie,  et  que  nous  puissions  aller 
librement  chez  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur  a  Plantation  Hou.se. 

2.  due  tout  habitant  de  File   ou   lout  ofRcier  du  53mo 
Vol.  II —M 
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regiment  qui  voudrait  venir  a  Longwood,  le  puissent  libro- 
ment. 

3.  Glue  le  Docteur  O'Meara  ait,  comme  par  le  passe,  la 
faculte  de  nous  acooinpagner  :  la  defense  qu'il  eu  a  reyu  ne 
pouvant  etre  qu'un  affront  egalement  injurieux  pour  lui  at 
pour  nous. 

4.  Glu'il  nous  soit  permis  d'aller  en  ville  avco  un  officier 
Anglais,  et  qu'il  soit  egalement  permis  au  maitrc-d'hotel  de 
la  malson  de  I'Empereur,  ou  a  tout  autre  domestique,  d'aller 
en  ville,  ctant  accompagne  d'une  ordonuance,  oliaqvie  fois  que 
cela  sera  necessaire,  pour  les  approvisionnemens  ot  les  be- 
soins  de  la  rnaison. 

5.  L'etablissement  de  Longwood,  qui  est  peu  sain  et  desa- 
greable  I'ete,  sera  intolerable  I'hiver,  et  je  demande  que  nous 
puissions  nous  etablir  dans  la  partie  de  I'ile  ou  il  y  a  de  la 
verdure,  des  sites  moins  affreux,  et  une  temperature  plus  agre- 
able  et  plus  saine. 

J'aurais  ete.  Monsieur,  vous  porter  moi-meme  ces  reclama- 
tions et  ces  demandes,  s'il  m'avait  ete  permis  d'aller  en  ville, 
comme  dans  les  premiers  jours  de  notre  arrivee  ioi. 

Veuillez,  Monsieur,  recevoir  les  assurances,  &c. 

Le  General  Comte  de  Montholon. 


No.  26. 


To  Major-General  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  K.C.B.,  Under 
Secretary  of  State. 

British  Hotel,  Jerhyn-steeet, 
January  13,  1816. 

Sir — Under  tlie  impression  that  many  of  the  arrangements 
respecting  Napoleon  Bonaparte  may  fall  under  the  considera- 
tion of  Parliament  at  the  ensuing  session,  I  have  been  led  to 
consider  some  points  which  appear  not  as  yet  to  be  sufficient- 
ly defined  by  my  instructions,  and  which  may  perhaps  require 
nothing  less  than  parliamentary  authority  to  convey  a  specific 
in.struction  upon. 

Firstly.  The  precise  nature  and  quality  of  his  situation  is 
not  defined  ;  whether  he  is  to  be  considered  as  a  prisoner  of 
war,  as  a  state  prisoner,  or  a  stranger  voluntarily  surrendering 
himself  to  the  free  exercise  of  the  authority  of  another  Govern- 
ment over  him,  and  liable  in  consequence  to  whatever  rules 
and  restrictions  that  Government  may  think  fit  to  impose. 
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Secondly.  The  point  which  it  next  appears  of  most  import- 
ance to  attend  to,  whether  Napoleon  Bonaparte  is  considered . 
a  prisoner  of  war,  a  prisoner  of  state,  an  outlaw,  or  designated 
by  any  other  capacity  whatever,  is  the  support  to  he  given  to 
the  officer  who  is  to  be  charged  with  his  custody — a  point  of 
peculiarly  delicate  consideration  where  it  seems  expected  that 
lenient  regard,  with  a  certain  degree  of  personal  liberty,  is  to 
be  combined  with  absolute  security.  Even  close  confinement 
alone  would  not  insure  absolute  security,  unless  there  are  laws 
of  the  utmost  rigor  against  persons  aiding  or  abetting  in  any 
way  his  escape.  A  law  declaring  it  felony  in  any  person  what- 
ever to  be  engaging  in  such  an  attempt,  or  even  to  hold  com- 
munication with  him  or  with  the  persons  of  his  adherents, 
except  with  the  authority  of  Government  (in  the  same  man- 
ner as  it  is  declared  treason  to  hold  correspondence  with  an 
enemy,  in  which  light  he  might  still  continue  to  be  consider- 
ed), would  appear  to  me  as  a  necessary  check,  as  well  against 
treachery  on  the  part  of  any  persons  who  might  be  imme- 
diately near  him,  as  against  the  pretensions  of  individuals 
who  might  otherwise  consider  themselves  as  free  agents,  and 
under  no  other  restriction  in  respect  to  holding  communication 
with  him  and  his  adherents  than  what  the  guards  of  his  per- 
son and  other  ocular  restraints  might  impose  upon  them.  It 
is  in  secret  the  most  flagrant  crimes  are  committed,  and  it  is 
not  by  watchings,  but  by  penalties  and  punishments  which 
await  their  discovery,  that  the  commission  of  them  is  most 
securely  guarded  against.  In  respect  to  such  a  person  as  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  even  the  weakness,  the  ignorance,  or  the 
compassion  of  the  persons  around  him,  require  the  strongest 
checks  which  prohibitory  laws  can  ordain  to  guard  against 
their  effects. 

It  might  appear  a  question  even  worth  considering,  whether 
it  might  not  be  advisable  to  declare  the  island  of  St.  Helena, 
in  all  questions  that  relate  in  any  respect  to  the  care  and 
custody  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  in  a  state  of  martial  law,  and 
to  give  power  for  trying  all  offenses  that  bear  relation  to  him 
accordingly  ;  though,  following  the  dictates  of  my  own  opin- 
ion on  the  matter,  I  should  much  prefer  a  definite  authority 
on  all  points  over  that  of  being  permitted  to  exercise  any 
kind  of  arbitrary  jurisdiction  whatever,  particularly  such  as 
is  usually  practiced  under  the  ill-defined  rules  of  martial  law. 

The  only  case  where  I  should  feel  desirous  to  have  recourse 
to  a  m'ililary  tribunal  is  that  of  an  attempt  being  made  by 
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Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  or  any  of  his  followers,  to  excite 
a  mutiny  on  the  island,  or  to  draw  off  any  of  the  soldiers  or 
inhabitants  of  the  island  from  their  duty  and  allegiance  hy 
aiding  and  abetting  in  his  escape.  Whatever  may  be  the  rule 
laid  down  in  respect  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  his  fol- 
lowers must  be  considered  as  on  mere  siifFerance.  They  are 
at  perfect  liberty  to  remain  on  the  island  or  to  depart,  and, 
if  they  resolve  on  the  latter  [former?],  they  have  no  reason  to 
complain  of  any  rule  or  regulation  that  may  be  laid  down  re- 
gardmg  them.  Their  remaining  is  a  voluntary  acquiescence 
to  [in?]  whatever  rule  may  be  imposed  on  them. 

In  submitting  any  measures  that  may  appear  to  bear  the 
character  of  extraordinary  rigor,  I  beg  at  the  same  time  to 
express  that  harshness  is  by  no  means  the  principle  on  which 
I  should  propose  to  regulate  my  proceedings.  The  intentions 
of  Government  would  be  my  guide  in  this  as  well  as  in  all 
other  instances ;  but  should  there  be  any  further  manifesta- 
tion of  that  spirit  which,  to  satisfy  personal  revenge,  or  to 
gratify  ambition,  sets  the  repose  of  the  world  at  naught,  I  wish 
to  be  possessed  of  every  legal  pmver  and  authority  that  can 
be  given  to  me  for  its  repression. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  H.  Lowe. 


No.  27. 
To  Lieutenant-General  Sib.  Hudson  Lowe. 

DowNiNG-STREET,  January  18,  1810. 
Sir — Upon  looking  over  the  instructions  which  have  been 
addressed  to  you  already  with  regard  to  the  custody  of  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte's  person,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  only 
necessary  to  add  that  you  are  to  continue  to  treat  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  as  a  prisoner  of  war  until  further  orders. 

I  have,  &c.,  Bathurst. 


No.  28. 
A  l'Amiral  Sir  George  Cockburn. 

Ste.  Helene,  ce  13  Mars,  1816. 
Monsieur  l'Amiral — J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  renvoyer  les 
iournaux  que  vous  nous  avez  pretes  jusqu'au  4  Decembre. 
je  vous  prie  de  me  faire  connaitre  quand  il  partira  un  bati- 
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ment  pour  I'Angleterre,  et  si  vous  pouvez  vous  charger  d'une 
lettre  cachetee  de  I'Empereur  pour  ]e  Prince  Regent,  avec 
I'assurance  qu'elle  ne  sera  pas  ouverte,  et  qu'elle  sera  remise 
dans  les  mains  du  Prince  Regent  ou  de  I'offioier  de  sa  maison 
charge  de  recevoir  ce  qui  est  adresse  a  lui  seul. 

Veuillez  agreer,  Monsieur  I'Amirai,  les  sentimens,  &c., 

Le  Cte.  Bertrand. 


No.  29. 
A  Monsieur  l'Amiral  Sir  George  Cockburn. 

Ste.  Helene,  ce  20  Mars,  1816. 
Monsieur  l'Amiral — J'ai  I'honneur  de  recevoir  votre  let- 
tre du  14  Mars,  par  laqueUe  vous  vous  refusez  a  faire  passer 
les  lettres  cachetees  que  nous  voudrions  adresser  a  votre  Gou- 
vernement.  Je  me  suis  done  abstenu,  lors  du  depart  du  Cey- 
lon pour  I'Europe,  de  vous  envoyer  la  lettre  de  I'Empereur 
pour  le  Prince  Regent.  II  a  charge  de  vive  voix  le  Capitaine 
Hamilton  de  faire  connaitre  au  Prince  Regent  I'etrange  trait- 
ement  qu'il  eprouve,  et  qu'il  aurait  I'honneur  de  lui  ecrire  des 
qu'il  passerait  dans  I'ile  quelque  Anglais  de  distinction,  qui 
voudrait  se  charger  de  sa  lettre.  Rien  de  ce  qui  est  injuste, 
ou  contraire  au  droit  des  gens  et  aux  usages  des  nations  poli- 
cees,  ne  saurait,  sans  doute,  etonner  I'Empereur  de  la  part  de 
ceux  qui  ont  vide,  a  son  egard,  les  droits  de  I'hospitalite — 
droits  sacres  parmi  les  barbares  memes.  Cependant,  en  lisant 
avec  attention  I'extrait  des  instructions  que  vous  vous  etes 
donne  la  peine  de  m'envoyer,  nous  avons  cru  voir  qu'elles 
n'autorisaient  point  votre  conduite  en  cette  circonstance. 
Comment  concevoir,  en  effet,  qu'un  gouvernement  voulut  in- 
terdire  le  droit  de  lui  adresser  directement  des  plaintes,  si 
elles  etaient  de  nature  a  n'etre  pas  vues  de  celui  qui,  a  2000 
lieues  de  la  metropole,  etant  revetu  de  tous  les  pouvoirs,  pour- 
rait  se  porter  aux  plus  etranges  exces.  Aussi  I'esprit  de  I'in- 
struction,  en  indiquant  de  remettre  des  plaintes  ouvertes,  est 
elle  tout-a-fait  dans  I'interet  des  plaignans,  afin  qu'arrivant 
accompagnee  de  vos  observations,  votre  Gouvernement  puisse 
y  satisf'aire  plus  promptement :  cette  article  de  vos  instructions 
n'est  done  qu'une  modification  en  favour  de  ceux  qui  auraient 
a  se  plaindre,  bien  loin  de  leur  etre  contraire.  Votre  Gou- 
vernement ne  nous  defend,  ni  ne  pent  nous  defendre,  de  lui  en- 
voyer des  lettres  cachetees,  lorsque  ceux  qui  les  ecrivent  le 
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desireiit.  A  plus  forte  raison  cela  ne  saurait-il  s'appllquer  a 
votre  Souverain.  Vos  instructions  parlent  d'ailleurs  des  recla- 
mations qui  pourraient  etre  faites  ;  mais  une  lettre  au  Prince 
Regent,  ou  a  voire  Gouvernement,  peut  contenir  toute  autre 
chose  que  vous  ne  dussiez  pas  connaitre.  II  semble  done  que 
vous  n'avez  pas  le  droit,  par  la  nature  des  olioscs,  ni  par  I'esprit 
de  vos  instructions,  d'iiitercepter  la  correspondance  avec  le 
Prince  Regent  cu  vos  Ministres.  S'il  y  avait  dans  cet  hemis- 
phere un  General  qui  fut  votre  superieur  dans  cette  mission, 
vous  n'auriez  pas  davantage  le  droit  d'empecher  de  recourir  a 
lui.  On  pourrait  se  demander  si  une  telle  discussion  sc  passe 
sous  la  loi  d'une  nation  Europeenne  ou  au  fond  de  la  Tartaric. 
Veuillez  agreer,  &c.  Bertkand. 


No.  30. 


The  following  curious  letter  passed  tKrougli  the  twopenny 
post  in  London  on  the  29th  of  March,  1816  : 

"  To  THE  Most  Mighty  and  puisant  Napoleon  le  Grand 
Emprer  of  France  and  King  of  Italy  St.  Helena. 

"  Most  Prusiant  Sire — You  must  exert  yourself  to  the 
utmost  to  get  away  before  the  New  regulation  takes  place  or 
els  your  situation  will  be  Most  Critical.  I  tald  bertrand  all 
about  the  Method  an  Sent  him  every  thing  for  your  use.  be 
sircumspect  and  every  thing  wiU  go  on  wull. 

"  God  Grant  you  speedy  release  is  the  sinsere  wish  of  your 
never  failing  frend  La  Meu." 

Not  long  afterward  the  annexed  letter,  which  had  passed 
through  the  post-ofSce  at  St.  Helena,  fell  into  the  Governor's 
hands : 

"Dear  Friend  I  advised  the  Emperor  of  his  critical  Situa- 
tion and  you  must  use  the  utmost  Secrecy  and  edict  or  all 
will  be  lost  without  redemption  I  told  you  before  the  Boat 
that  will  drift  to  the  Back  of  the  Island  will  be  in  the  Shape 
of  an  old  Cask  but  so  constructed  that  by  pulling  at  both  Ends 
to  be  Sea  Worthy  &  both  Boat  &  Sail  which  will  be  found 
inside  will  be  painted  to  correspond  with  the  Colour  of  the  Sea 
and  when  the  Emperor  &  one  More  which  will  be  requisite 
to  transform  the  Boat  as  I  said  above  is  all  ready  he  must  bear 
away  right  before  the  AYind  for  the  Ship  after  drifting  the 
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Boat  to  the  Island  will  Meneuvre  so  as  to  get  right  to  Lee- 
ward &  display  a  light  out  of  one  of  the  Port  holes  for  to  shew 
it  at  the  Mast  head  would  endanger  it  to  be  seen  by  the 
Enemy — You  may  calculate  the  Ship  distant  about  14  Miles 
at  starting  from  the  Island  &  to  prevent  any  Mistake  should 
an  Enemy's  Ship  appear  in  Sight  yours  will  be  uiicommong 
long  &  low  painted  much  the  same  as  the  Boat  &  sails  to 
admiration — it  will  depend  on  Circumstances  what  Port  ni 
the  United  States  his  Majesty  will  will  land  at  but  he  may 
depend  upon  the  most  cordial  &  Fraternal  reception — The 
Empress  &  King  of  Rome  if  possible  will  be  there  before  him 
&  a  great  many  of  his  faithful  subjects  headed  by  the  Mar- 
shals &  Ministers  M  Talp-and  is  on  the  road  with  a  vast  site 
of  Money — Men  Money  and  Ships  his  Majesty  will  be  amply 
supplied  with  for  the  Americans  adore  him  as  a  Deity  and 
swears  if  he  dent  make  the  Craw  thumping  Barbones  scamp 
they  will  have  him  for  an  Emperor  &  to  remedy  his  loss  in 
France  they  will  seize  on  all  South  America  &  never  stop 
untill  the  3  coloured  &  the  15  Stars  united  Flags  shall  be 
reared  on  the  ramparts  of  Bengali  after  that  it  is  proposed  to 
invade  Spain  and  Portugal  which  will  be  done  with  the  ut- 
most Expedition  for  the  double  purpose  of  striking  terror  & 
preventing  them,  from  collecting  their  Forces — For  the  Em- 
peror may  make  sure  of  the  French  Navy  when  he  is  capable 
of  receiving  them — they  only  await  his  nod  &  when  he  once 
secures  Spain  France  must  surrender  for  both  Soldiers  &  Peo- 
ple longs  for  him  &  sighs  for  him — there  is  not  the  least  Doubt 
but  the  exalted  hero  will  have  greater  Fleets  &  armys  than 
ever — God  preserve  you  in  his  holy  keeping — La,  M^ — N.B. 
I  thought  best  to  write  this  in  English  to  take  of  Suspicion 
and  prevent  Detection — I  believe  I  told  you  before  the  rope  I 
inclosed  you  in  the  last  Package  for  the  Emperor  to  slide  dov.n 
the  Brow  of  the  Clift  with  when  his  Spy  on  the  look  out  in- 
forms him  of  the  arrival  of  the  Boat — is  a  Masterly  Contriv- 
ance for  it  is  so  ingeniously  wrought  inside  (being  Steel)  that 
it  will  render  or  stretch  to  4  Times  the  length  it  appears  to 
he  with  a  clever  Graphn  at  one  End  that  will  spring  out  with 
the  Pressure  of  the  Thumb  it  cost  £7 — My  sincere  Devotion 
to  Madam  B'*  Mind  the  least  Mistake  might  cause  the  great- 
est Disappointment — Burn  this  without  Delay." 
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No.  31. 

56  Geo.  III.  Cap.  22. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectually  detaining  in  custody 
Napoleon  Buonaparte. — 11th  April,  1816. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  tran- 
quillity of  Europe,  and  for  the  general  safety,  that  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  should  be  detained  and  kept  in  custody  as  is  here- 
inafter provided  :  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted,  by  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  to  detain  and  keep 
the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  in  the  custody  of  such  person 
or  persons,  in  such  place  within  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and 
under  such  restrictions,  during  the  pleasure  of  his  Majesty, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  as  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, shall  from  time  to  time  seem  fit. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Napoleon  Buo- 
naparte, being  in  such  custody  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be,  and  shall  be  treated  and  dealt  with  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  except  only  in  so  far  as  by  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  shall  at  any  time,  or  from  time  to  time,  be 
otherwise  directed  ;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  by  warrant  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  one  of  his  or  their  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  to  nominate  and  appoint  such  person  or  persons,  being 
his  Majesty's  subject  or  subjects,  as  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  shall  seem  fit,  to  have  the  custody  of  the  said 
Napoleon  Buonaparte ;  and  from  time  to  time,  by  like  war- 
rant, to  change  the  place,  and  to  appoint  such  other  place  as 
to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  shall  seem  fit,  in 
which  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  shall  be  detained  and 
kept ;  and  by  like  warrant  to  authorize  and  empower  any  per- 
son and  persons  to  remove  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  from 
the  place  in  which  he  now  is,  or  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
be  so  detained  and  kept,  and  to  convey  him  to  such  other 
place  as  shall  be  so  appointed  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  and  persons  so  appointed 
or  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  call  to  his  or  their  aid  and 
assistance  all  or  any  persons,  being  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  or 
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owing  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  detaining  and  keeping 
the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  in  custody  as  aforesaid,  or  for 
the  removing  or  conveying  him  as  aforesaid,  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire ;  and  that  all  and  every  such  person  or  persons  so  appoint- 
ed or  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  all  and  every  person  and 
persons  who  shall  be  called  to  his  or  their  aid  and  assistance, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  use  all  ways  and  means 
for  the  detaining  and  keeping  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  in 
such  custody,  and  for  the  prevention  of  the  rescue  or  escape 
of  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  from  and  out  of  such  custody, 
and  for  the  retaking  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  in  case  he 
shall  be  rescued  or  shall  escape  from  and  out  of  the  same,  as 
might  be  lawfully  used  for  the  detaining  and  keeping  in  cus- 
tody, and  for  preventing  the  rescue  or  escape  of  and  for  the 
retaking  any  prisoner  of  war. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons, being  a  subject  or  subjects  of  or  owing  allegiance  to  his 
Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  shall  rescue  or  attempt  to 
rescue  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  or  shall  knowingly  and 
willfully  aid  or  assist  in  the  escape  of  the  said  Napoleon  Buo- 
naparte, or  in  any  attempt  to  escape  from  such  custody  as 
aforesaid,  or  from  any  limits  or  bounds  wherein  he  now  is  or 
at  any  time  hereafter  shall  or  may  be  detained  and  kept  in 
custody  as  aforesaid,  or  in  which  he  shall  or  may  be  suffered 
to  go  at  large  within  the  limits  of  any  island  or  country,  ter- 
ritory, or  place,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  district  or  bounds 
within  any  island  or  country,  territory,  or  place,  upon  parole 
or  without  parole,  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  so 
offending  shall  upon  being  convicted  thereof  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death  as  in  cases  of  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons, being  subjects  of  or  owing  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  his 
heirs  or  successors,  shall  knowingly  and  willfully  aid,  assist,  or 
further  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  in  quitting  any  part  of 
any  island,  country,  territory,  or  place,  without  the  limits  and 
bounds  of  any  district  of  such  island,  country,  territory,  or 
place,  within  which  he  may  have  been  confined  or  suffered 
to  go  at  large,  on  parole  or  without  parole,  after  he  shall 
have  been  rescued,  or  have  escaped  or  departed  from  any 
place  of  custody,  or  from  the  limits  and  bounds  within  vv'hich 
he  shall  have  been  committed  to  go  at  large,  upon  parole  or 
without  parole,  he,  she,  or  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  aid- 
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ing  the  escape  of  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons, 
being  a  subject  or  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  or  owing  allegiance 
to  his  Majesty,  after  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  shall  have 
been  rescued,  or  have  escaped  or  departed  from  and  have  quit- 
ted the  island,  country,  district,  or  territory  Vi^ithin  which  ho 
shall  have  been  detained  and  kept  in  custody  as  aforesaid,  or 
have  been  sufiered  to  go  at  large,  upon  parole  or  without,  or 
after  he  shall  have  quitted  and  departed  from  any  other  coun- 
try into  which  he  may  have  escaped  or  come,  shall  knowingly 
and  willfully,  upon  the  high  seas,  aid,  assist,  or  further  the 
said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  in  escaping  or  going  to  or  toward 
any  other  dominions  or  place  whatsoever,  such  person  or  per- 
sons shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  suffer  death 
as  in  case  of  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  offenses  against 
this  Act,  wheresoever  the  same  shall  be  committed,  whether 
within  the  dominions  of  his  Majesty  or  without,  or  upon  the 
high  seas,  may  be  inquired  of,  tried,  heard,  determined,  and 
adjudged  in  any  county  within  that  part  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions called  England,  in  like  manner,  and  by  a  jury  of 
such  county,  as  if  such  offenses  had  been  committed  within 
such  county ;  and  that  in  every  information  or  indictment  for 
such  offense,  such  offense  may  be  laid  and  charged  to  have 
been  committed  in  such  county. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  who  shall 
be  apprehended,  detained,  or  in  custody,  charged  with  any 
offense  against  this  Act,  may  be  detained  in  custody  and  sent 
to  England,  in  order  to  their  being  proceeded  against  and  tried 
for  such  offense. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  action,  suit, 
bill,  plaint,  information,  or  indictment  shall  be  brought,  sued, 
or  prosecuted  against  any  person  or  persons  for  any  thing  done 
under  or  by  virtue  of  this  Act,  such  person  or  persons  may 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  shall  have  the  advantage  thereof 
as  fully,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  special  mat- 
ter had  been  fully  and  well  pleaded,  and  in  such  manner  as 
any  justice  of  the  peace,  constable,  or  other  officer,  questioned 
for  matters  acted  by  them  as  officers,  or  in  the  execution  of 
their  offices,  may  have  the  advantage  of  the  matter  of  theii 
justification  upon  the  general  issue  by  them  pleaded,  by  any 
of  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  kingdom. 
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No,  32. 

Wakeant  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  1816,  the  day  after  the  foregoing  Act 
was  passed,  the  annexed  Warrant  was  issued  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  under  the  authoritj'  given  by  that  Act  to  the  Secretary 
of  State : 

To  ]iiEUT.-GENT:RAL  SiK  HuDsoN  LowE,  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Governor  of  the  Island 
of  St.  Helena  ;  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  of  St.  Helena  ;  the 
Commander  for  the  time  being  of  His  ]\tajesty's  Military  Forces  on 
the  Island  of  St.  Helena  ;  and  all  Magistrates,  Officers,  Civil,  Naval, 
and  Military,  and  all  His  Majesty's  subjects  whom  it  may  concern. 

Henry  Earl  Bathurst,  Baron  Bathurst  and  Apsley,  a  Mem- 
ber of  His  Majesty's  Most  Honorable  Privy  Council,  one  of 
His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  &c.,  &c. 

By  virtue  of  and  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  given  to  me 
by  an  Act  passed  in  the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
entitled,  ' '  An  Act  for  the  more  effectually  detaining  in  cus- 
tody Napoleon  Buonaparte,"  I  do  hereby  nominate  and  ap- 
point you.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  Knight  Commander  of  the  Most 
Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Lieutenant-General  of 
his  Majesty's  army  in  St.  Helena,  and  Governor  of  the  said 
island  of  St.  Helena  ;  or  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  of 
the  said  island  ;  or,  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  you, 
the  said  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  or  of  the  death  or  absence  of  the 
Governor  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  island,  the  Commander 
for  the  time  being  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  the  said  island, 
to  have  the  custody  of  the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  in  the 
said  island  ;  and  do  hereby  authorize,  empower,  and  require 
you,  and  each  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  safely  to  detain  and  keep 
the  said  Napoleon  Buonaparte  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  said 
island,  during  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  and  to  treat  and  deal 
with  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  under  such  restrictions  and  in 
such  manner  as  have  been  or  shall  from  time  to  time  be  sig- 
nified to  you  in  that  behalf  by  his  Majesty,  under  the  hand 
of  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
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No.  33. 
A  M.  LE  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGWooD,  ce  21  Avril,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — En  vous  adressant  la  decla- 
ration que  vous  m'avez  fait  I'honneur  de  me  demander,  per- 
mettez  que  je  vous  expose  la  situation  oii  je  me  trouve. 

Lorsqu'a  notre  arrivee  sur  les  cotes  d'Angleterre  le  bruit  se 
repaiidit  que  I'Empereiir  devait  etre  euvoye  a  Sle.  Helene,  je 
lui  dis  que  je  le  suivrais  la  comme  a  Tile  d'Elbe,  mais  que  je 
desirais,  apies  un  an  de  sejour,  pouvoir  revenir  en  Europe,  ou 
m'appelaient  indispensablement  des  afl'aires  de  ramille. 

Lord  Keith  et  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  Sous-Secretaire  d'Etat, 
furent  charges  de  nous  faire  connaitro  les  intentions  du  Gou- 
vernement.  Le  premier  me  repcta  plusicurs  ibis  que  la  per 
mission  de  revenir  en  Europe  me  serait  aceordee  aiiisi  que  je 
le  demandais,  et  que  cela  n'eprouverait  auciuie  difficulte.  Sir 
Henry  Bunbury  dit  a  ma  femme  qu'il  n'y  avait  nul  inconve- 
nient a  ee  que  je  fusse  passer  un  an  ou  deux  a  Ste.  Helene,  que 
je  pourrais  toujours  en  revenir  ;  qu'au  reste,  quelque  parti  que 
je  prisse,  je  serais,  soit  alors,  soil  a  men  relour,  refu  en  An- 
gleterre.  J'en  appelle  a  I'honneur  de  Lord  Keith  et  de  Sir  H. 
Bunbury  de  la  verite  de  ce  que  j'avance. 

J'ecrivis  a  Lord  Keith  que  mon  intention,  en  suivant  I'Em- 
pereur  a  Ste.  Helene,  etait  de  revenir  en  Europe  au  bout  d'une 
annee,  et  je  le  priai  de  faire  parvenir  mon  vceu  a  son  Gou- 
vernement.  Je  desire  remplir  ma  promesse  ;  un  engagement 
est  d'autant  plus  sacre  que  celui  envers  lequel  il  est  pris  peut 
moins  en  exiger  raccomplissement.  J'espere  done  que  le 
Gouvernemeiit  Britannique  me  permettra  de  remplir  le  mien, 
et  no  dernentira  point  les  assurances  qui  moat  ete  donnees  par 
les  personnes  chargees  de  nous  faire  eonnaitre  ses  intentions. 

L'education  de  mes  enfans,  les  arrangemens  a  prendre  pour 
leiir  ibrtune — arrangemens  qu'un  proscrit  ne  peut  faire  dans 
un  j)ays  ou  il  ne  lui  est  permis  d'ecrire  que  des  lettres  ouvertes 
— ne  me  permettent  pas  de  prendre  un  engagement  dont  je  ne 
connaitrais  pas  I'ctendue. 

D'apres  les  assurances  qui  ont  ete  donnees  par  Lord  Keith 
et  Sir  H.  Bunbury,  et  confbrmemcnt  aux  engagemens  que  j'ai 
pris,  je  persiste  dans  le  desir  que  j'ai  deja  manifeste  par  ecrif 
au  Gouvernement  Britannique  de  rester  une  ainree  a  Ste 
Helene,  o'est-a-dire  jusqu'au  mois  d'Octobre  prochain,  et  j( 
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me  soumettrai  pendant  le  temps  aux  restrictions  iraposees  a 
I'Empereur  Napoleon. 

J'ose  esperer,  General,  que  vous  ne  verrez  pas  d'inconve- 
nient  a  ce  que  je  prolonge  mon  sejour  ici  jusqu'au  mois  d'Oc- 
tobre.  Je  ne  m'eloignerai  point  sans  un  vif  regret.  Depuis 
long-temps  attache  a  I'Empereur,  rempli  d'admiration  pour 
ses  rares  et  hautes  qualites,  de  reconnaissance  pour  ses  bien- 
faits,  mon  desir  a  toujours  ete  de  consacrer  le  reste  de  ma  vie 
a  remplir  mes  devoirs  envers  lui  et  ma  famille.  Je  sollici- 
terai  dvi  Gouvernement  Britannique,  comme  la  faveur  a  la- 
quelle  j'attache  le  plus  haut  prix,  I'honneur  de  revenir  a  Ste. 
Helene  porter  quelques  consolations  a  celui  qu'une  si  grande 
infortuue  accable  aujourd'hui,  et  qui  m'honora  au  temps  de 
sa  prosperite  de  ses  bienfaits  et  de  son  estime. 

Veuillez  agreer  les  sentimens  de  haute  consideration  aveo 
lesquels  j'ai  I'honneur  d'etre.  Monsieur  le  Lieutenant-general, 
votre  tres-humble  et  tres-obeissant  serviteur, 

Le  Cte.  Bertrand. 


No.  34. 
A  M.  LE  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  ce  23  Avril,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — J'ai  refu  la  lettre  que  vous 
m'avez  fait  I'honneur  de  m'ecrire  sous  la  date  du  21. 

Je  vous  ai  expose  les  motifs  de  la  declaration  qu'en  quit- 
tant  I'Europe  j'ai  faite  a  votre  Gouvernement  par  ecrit,  et  que 
j'ai  reiteree  dans  ma  lettre  d'hier. 

Les  circonstances  imperieuses  oii  je  me  Irouve  ne  me  per- 
mettent  pas  de  prendre  au  autre  engagement  que  celiii  que  j'ui 
contracte,  et  dans  lequel  je  persiste  ;  bien  moins  encore  un 
engagement  qni  n'est  pas  determine,  lorsqu'on  ne  sait  a  quoi 
il  oblige. 

Vous  voulez  bien,  General,  m'ofTrir  un  passage  pour  le  Cap, 
mais,  ainsi  que  j'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  vous  I'annoncer,  j'ai  pris 
I'engagement  de  roster  ici  une  annee  :  il  n'est  pas  eu  mon  pou- 
voir  de  le  rompre.  Je  ne  puis  done  partir  avant  le  mois  d'Oc- 
tobre  prochain,  ni  rester  apres  cette  epoque. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur,  votre  tres- 
humble  et  tres-obeissant  serviteur, 

I<e  Cte.  Bertrand. 
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No.   35. 

Le  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  de  sa  Majeste  le  Roi  d'Espagne 
pres  des  Etats  Unis  d'Amerique  a  donne  avis  qu'un  Americain 
iiomme  Carpenter,  aoflert  a  Joseph  Bonaparte  de  faire  evader 
Napoleon  de  File  Ste.  Helene.  Le  meme  Ministre  avertit  que 
le  batiment  pour  cet  objet  etait  deja  parti,  suivant  les  avis 
qu'il  avait  pu  avoir  a  ce  sujct. 

Madrid,  cc  9  Mai,  1816. 

I. 

L'on  tvompe  votre  Gouvernement.  Napoleon  a  deja  gagne 
une  personne  a  Ste.  Helene.  Si  vous  etes  bon  Anglais  pro- 
fitez  de  cet  avis,  qui  vous  vient  d'un  vrai  oompatriote,  et  aver- 
tissez  le  Gouvernement  qu'il  se  tienne  sur  ses  gardes. 

II. 

Confirmation  entiere.  On  ne  peut  pas  donner  des  details, 
mais  les  faits  existent.  Les  yeux  bien  ouverts.  Epiez  jus- 
qu'aux  moindres  demarches,  et  otez  certains  moyens  puissants, 
qui  toujours  finissent  par  corrompre  (I'or.) — Brulez  ceci. 


No.   36. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand  a  I'honneur  d'offrir  ses  complimens  a 
Monsieur  le  General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  et  de  le  remercier  de 
la  peine  qu'il  a  voulu  prendre  de  I'informer  qu".  la  Comtesse 
Loudon  etait  arrivee  dans  cette  ilc.  II  sera  heureux  de  lui 
faire  sa  cour.  Le  Comte  Bertrand  a  communique  le  billet  de 
Sir  Hudson  a  I'Empereur,  qui  n'a  fait  aucune  reponse. 

LoNGWooD,  ce  13  3Iai,  1816. 


No.   37. 
A  M.  LE  LiETJT. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGWooD,  ce  14  Juin,  1816. 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Vous  m'avez  oflert  deux  fu- 
sils de  chas.se  et  plusieurs  objets  pour  la  toilette  de  I'Empereur. 
Je  vous  prie  d'en  agreer  mes  remercimens,  mais  les  fusils  de 
chasse  ne  sauraient  etre  d'aucune  utilite  a  I'Empereuv,  puis- 
que  les  parties  de  I'ile  ou  l'on  peut  ohasser  sent  hers  de  I'en- 
ceinte  de  Longwood.     Depuis  I'etat  actuel  de  la  garderobe  de 
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I'Empereur,  il  est  pourvu,  et  n'a  absolument  besoin  de  rien. 
J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


No.  38. 
A  M.  LE  Lieut. -General  Sm  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  cc  2  Juillel,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — J'ai  recu  la  lettre  que  vous 
m'avez  fait  I'honneur  de  m'ecrire  en  date  d'hier.  M.  de 
Montchenu  etant  parti,  dans  le  courant  de  Mars,  de  Paris,  et 
ayant  vu  la  famille  de  Madame  Bertrand,  elle  desirait  avoir 
des  nouvelles,  surtout  de  sa  mere,  qui  est  depuis  long-tems 
malade  :  elle  a  done  ecrit  un  billet  a  M.  Montehenu  pour  le 
prier  de  venir  a  Hutsgate  lui  donner  de  ses  nouvelles,  sa  sante 
ne  lui  permettant  pas  d'aller  en  ville.  Ma  femme  voulait 
depuis  plusieurs  jours  eerire  ce  billet,  lorsque,  I'hote  de  M. 
Montchenu  etant  venu  la  voir,  elle  a  profite  de  lui  eerire. 

Vous  dites,  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur,  qu'il  nous  est  defendu 
de  reoevoir  et  d' eerire  des  lettres  qui  n'aient  pas  passe  par  votre 
canal :  cela  nous  a  ete  signifie  et  ponctuellement  execute,  mais 
pour  les  lettres  venant  ou  allant  hors  de  I'ile.  Nous  avons 
cede  au  besoin  de  recevoir  et  de  donner  de  nos  nouvelles  a  nos 
families.  Mais  en  remettant  I'autre  jour  la  premiere  lettre 
ouverte  que  vous  m'avez  adresse  pour  I'Empereur,  il  a  senti 
vivement  ce  manque  d'egards,  et,  comme  il  s'etait  prive 
d' eerire  auounes  lettres  pour  ne  point  les  remettre  decachetees, 
j'a  ordre  de  n'en  plus  reoevoir  aucune  ouverte  pour  lui.  S'il 
en  arrive,  vous  etes  le  maitre  de  les  bruler. 

Depuis  neuf  mois  que  nous  sommes  ioi,  nous  avons  recu  et 
ecrit  constamment  des  billets  dans  I'interieur  de  I'ile,  a  la  con- 
naissance  de  M.  I'Amiral,  votre  predeoesseur  ;  et  meme  a  la 
votre  depuis  que  vous  etes  ici.  Mes  communications,  et  oelles 
des  ofEciers  generaux  qui  sent  a  Longwood,  ont  ete  jusqu'a 
cette  heure  continuelles,  et  la  plupart  du  temps  nos  lettres  ont 
ete  portees  ou  nous  sent  remises  par  des  ordonnances  a  pied  ou 
a  chcval,  ou  par  des  officiers.  selou  les  occasions.  L'anoien 
Gouverneur  et  sa  femme,  le  Sous-Gouverneur  et  sa  femme,  le 
General  Bingham,  le  Capitaine  du  Northumberland,  et  les  offi- 
ciers de  Marine,  enfin  tous  les  officiers  et  personnes  de  ce  pays, 
nous  en  ont  ecrit  et  en  ont  recu. 

Si  nous  devons  etre  consideres  comme  prisonniers  de  guerre, 


280  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  39. 

il  est  contre  le  droit  que  des  officiers  ou  leurs  femmes  ne  puis- 
sent  recevoir  ou  ecrire  des  billets  aiix  habitans  de  la  ville  oii 
ils  peuvent  se  promener.  Ce  serait  une  vexation  sans  aucun 
but ;  car  puisque  nous  pouvons  aller  en  ville,  dans  les  parties 
de  I'enceinte,  au  camp,  il  est  d'une  consequence  naturelle  qu'on 
peut  se  parler  et  s'ecrire.  II  n'a  pu  etre  dans  I'intention  du 
Gouvernement  Britannique  qu'on  ne  piit  ecrire  des  billets  de 
societe  aux  personnes  auxquelles  on  peut  parler;  la  nature  des 
choses  ne  le  comporte  pas.  S'il  erit  voulu  arriver  a  ce  resultat, 
au  lieu  de  nous  declarer  prisonniers  de  guerre,  il  nous  eiit  de 
sa  propre  autorite  declares  criminels  et  mis  au  secret.  Nous 
ne  nous  soumettrons  point  a  cette  nouvelle  vexation,  et  aucun 
de  nous  n'ecrira  aux  habitans  de  I'ile,  en  assujettissant  ses  let- 
tres  a  votre  visa.  Si  vous  persistez  dans  cette  etrange  resolu- 
tion, vous  aurez  rendu  notre  situation  encore  plus  malheureuse. 

Si  les  observations  que  vous  m'avez  fait  I'honneur  de  m'en- 
voyer  portent  sur  ce  que  cette  lettre  etait  adresse  a  un  etran- 
ger  venant  de  Paris,  et  que  nous  ne  puissions  communiquer 
avec  M.  de  Montchenu,  il  fallait  nous  en  prevenir. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur,  depuis  que  vous  etes  arrive,  je  dois 
vous  le  dire,  vous  avez  rendu  la  position  de  I'Empereur  beau- 
coup  plus  affreuse. 

Vous  parlez  dans  votre  lettre  de  communications  verbales. 
Cela  ne  se  comprend  pas,  si  cela  s'applique  aux  personnes  de 
I'ile,  a  qui  on  doit  pouvoir  parler,  puisqu'on  les  voit  et  qu'on 
les  rencontre  ;  mais  I'ame  et  la  pensee  sont  au-dessus  du  pou- 
voir et  de  I'injustice. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre.  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur,  votre  tres- 
humble  et  tres-obeissant  serviteur, 

Le  Cte.  Berteand. 


No  31). 
A  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGWooD,  8  Juillet,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — J'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  recevoir 
votre  lettre.  L'Empereur  ayant  ete  tourmente  la  nuit  der- 
niere  par  des  douleurs  de  rhumatisme,  je  n'ai  pu  la  lui  com- 
muniquer qu'hier  soir.     II  m'a  dit  (ce  sont  ses  propre  paroles)  : 

"  Cette  lettre  est  ecrite  avec  I'intention  d'etre  aimable.  Elle 
contraste  avec  les  ignobles  vexations  qu'on  imagine  chaque 
jour — cela  ne  s'aecorde  pas  avec  la  conversation  que  j'ai  eu 
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avec  Sir  Lowe,  et  dont  il  est  question  dans  cette  lettre 

II  ne  me  reste  de  cette  conversation  qu'un  souvenir  penible  et 
quelque  chose  de  sinistre.  .  .  .  Cette  ile  est  fort  contraire  a  ma 
sante,  c'est  le  pays  le  plus  humide  de  la  terre.  .  .  .  On  se  fait 
une  etude  de  m'en  rendre  le  sejour  encore  plus  malsain  et  plus 
afTieux." 

J'ai  cru,  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur,  repondre  a  la  confiance 
que  vouz  avez  bien  voulu  me  temoigner  dans  cette  occasion,  en 
lie  vous  deguisant  pas  la  maniere  dont  I'Empereur  est  affect6. 
11  n'attache  qvi'un  interet  fort  secondaire  a  toute  question  de 
logemenl,  d'ameublement,  et  a  toute  objet  de  cette  espece. 
Avec  les  meilleures  intentions,  votre  Gouvernement  ne  peut 
pas  faire  que  sur  ce  rocher  on  ne  continue  a  eprouver  la  pri- 
vation des  objets  de  premiere  necessite. 

Longwood  est  la  partie  la  plus  malsaine  de  I'ile.  II  n'y  a 
pas  d'eau,  point  de  vegetation,  point  d'ombre  ;  on  n'a  jamais 
pu  parvenir  a  y  etablir  un  potager ;  la  terre  est  briilee  par 
le  vent  ;  aussi  cette  partie  de  I'ile  est-elle  mhabitee  et  sauvage. 
Si  on  eut  etabli  I'Empereur  a  Plantation  House,  ou  il  y  a  de 
tres  beaux  arbres,  de  I'eau,  et  de  jardins,  il  y  eut  ete  aussi 
bien  que  le  pouvait  permettre  ce  miserable  pays.  S'il  est 
dans  vos  instructions  de  batir,  il  serait  preferable  que  ce  fut 
dans  la  partie  cultivee  de  I'ile,  et  dans  un.  lieu  ou  il  y  ait  des 
arbres,  de  I'eau,  et  de  vegetation.  L'idee  d'ajouter  des  ailes 
au  mauvais  batiment  de  Longwood  aurait  toutes  especes  d'in- 
conveniens  ;'  ce  serait  augmenter  une  raasure,  et  donner,  pen- 
dant cinq  ou  six  mois,  toute  I'incommodite  des  ouvriers.  On 
ne  desire  a  Longwood  que  des  travaux  de  reparation  ;  il  pleut 
depuis  deux  mois  dans  les  chambres  du  Baron  de  Gourgaud 
et  du  Comte  de  Las  Cases,  ce  qui  rend  ce  logement  tres- 
malsain.  II  faudrait  un  reservoir  d'eau  pour  pourvoiv  aux 
incendies  ;  la  plus  grande  partie  des  toitures  est  eu  papier 
goudronne  ;  une  seule  etincelle  einbraserait  la  maisou.  Une 
grande  quantite  de  linge  et  d'effets  ont  ete  mis  hors  de  service 
par  les  rats,  et  ce  par  le  defaut  d'armoires  ;  les  livres  apportes 
par  le  Newcastle  sont,  depuis  quinze  jours,  exposes  aux  metnes 
degats  par  le  manque  de  bibliotheque  ou  de  plancher  pour  les 
placer.  Le  moyen  le  plus  simple  de  pourvoir  a  tons  les  petits 
besoins  serait,  il  me  semble,  de  charger  un  maitre  ouvrier  du 
soin  de  faire  les  reparations  aussitot  qu'elles  sont  necessaires, 
et  un  tapissier  de  la  fourniture  et  de  I'entretien  du  mobilier. 
En  mettant  les  magasins  a  leur  disposition,  des  gens  du  metier 
sont  les  plus  aptes  a  pourvoir  a  tous  les  details. 
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Veuillez  recevoir,  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur,  I'assurance  de 
la  haute  consideration  avec  laquelle  j'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  de 
votre  Excellence,  le  tres-humble  et  tres-obeissant  serviteur, 
Le  General  de  Montholon. 


No.  40. 
A  Sir  Hudson  Lowt;. 

LoNGwoon,  28  Aoid,  1816. 
Monsieur  le  General — Toutcs  pcrsonncs  domiciliees  dans 
File,  hommes,  femmes,  enfaiis,  pouvaient  passer  la  barriere 
de  Longwood  avec  un  billet  du  Comte  Bertraud  ;  les  stran- 
gers, lorsqu'ils  avaient  etc  chez  le  Comte  Bertrand  pour  de- 
mander  a  etre  presentes  a  I'Empereur,  pouvaient  egalement 
entrer  a  Longwood  avec  ces  passes.  Dans  cet  etat  de  ehoses, 
I'Empereur  etait  maitre  de  voir  qui  lui  convenait,  et  quand  il 
le  voulait,  sans  que  personne  y  intervint.  Cet  etat  de  ehoses 
avait  ete  etabli  par  votre  predeoesseur  d'accord  et  apres  s'etre 
concerte  avec  nous  ;  il  a  dure  ainsi  pendant  neuf  mois,  et 
jusqu'a  ce'  que  vous  I'ayez  change  sans  memo  nous  en  pre- 
venir.  Maintenant  aucun  habitant  ne  passe  la  barriere  de 
Longwood  sans  une  permission  de  vous.  Vous  avez  annuUe 
les  passes  du  Comte  Bertrand,  de  sorte  que,  si  I'Empereur 
desire  voir  un  individu,  il  ne  le  pent  plus,  puisqu'il  faudrait 
que  cet  individu  en  soUicitat  de  vous  la  permission  aussi  sou- 
vent  qu'il  serait  appele  a  Longwood.  Si  un  etranger  est  pre- 
sente  a  I'Empereur,  qu'il  reste  huit  ou  dix  jours  dans  ee  pays, 
et  que  I'Empereur  veuille  le  voir  plusieurs  fois,  il  faut  que  cet 
etranger  aille  vous  demander  une  permission.  Le  resultat  de 
cctte  mesure  a  ete  ce  qu'il  devait  etre  ;  il  y  a  une  interruption 
absolue  de  toute  soeiete  entre  nous  et  les  habitans.  Cette 
m.esure  de  votre  part  a  entierement  denature  et  change  notre 
position.  L'arrangement  qui  avait  ete  I'ait  par  votre  predeces- 
seur  apres  avoir  ete  longuement  discute,  avait  ete  approuve. 
Dans  les  prisons  criminelles  d'Angleterre  et  de  France,  les 
prisonniers  rey oivent  librement  toutes  especes  de  visiles  ;  ce 
n'est  que  lorsque,  par  des  cas  determines  par  la  loi,  ils  sont 
au  secret,  que  Ton  ne  peut  les  voir  qu'avec  des  passes  speciales : 
vous  nous  avez  done,  de  votre  propre  autorite,  par  une  mesure. 
contrairo  a  tous  droits,  a  tons  usages,  a  toutes  convenances,  mis 
de  fait  au  secret.  Dans  le  cas.  Monsieur,  oii  vous  persisteriez 
dans  le  systeme  que  vous  avez  adopte,  ce  qui  est  pour  nous 
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I'equivalent  de  nous  avoir  places  sur  un  rooher  absolument 
desert,  je  vous  prie  de  ne  donner  aucune  passe  pour  entrer  a 
Longwood,  soit  aux  personnes  domiciliees  dans  I'ile,  soit  aux 
officiers,  soit  aux  etrangers — si  ce  n'est  aux  ouvriers,  fournis- 
seurs,  et  gens  utiles  au  service  ;  car,  dans  ce  cas,  I'Empereur 
proteste  et  ne  veut  voir  aucune  des  personnes  qui  ne  peuvent 
entrer  a  Longwood  qu'aveo  vos  passeports,  et  cependant  ils 
autorisent  les  individus  qui  en  sont  porteurs  a  roder  autour  de 
la  maison  de  Longwood,  ce  qui  gene  I'Empereur  dans  sa  pro- 
menade sans  aucune  utilite  pour  personne. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre, 
Le  General  Comte  de  Montholon. 


No.  41. 
A  Sm  Hudson  Lowe. 

Longwood,  ce  9  Septemire,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  General — J'ai  re^u  vos  deux  lettres  du  30 
Aoiit  ;^  il  en  est  rnie  que  je  n'ai  pas  communiquee.  Le  Comte 
Bertrand  et  moi  avons  eu  I'honneur  de  vous  dire  plusieurs  fois 
que  nous  ne  pouvions  nous  charger  de  rien  de  ce  qui  serait 
contraire  a  I'auguste  caractere  de  I'Empereur.  Vous  savez 
mieux  que  personne.  Monsieur,  combien  de  lettres  ont  ete  en- 
voyees  de  I'ofRce  des  postes  a  Plantation  House  ;  vous  avez 
oublie  que,  sur  la  representation  que  nous  vous  en  avons  faite 
plusieurs  fois,  vous  avez  repondu  que  vos  instructions  vous  obli- 
geaient  ane  rienlaisser  arriver  a  Longwood,  soitlettre,  soit  livre, 
soit  imprime,  si  ces  objets  n'etaient  passes  par  la  filiere  de  votre 
Gouvernement.  Un  Lieutenant  dn  Newcastle  ayant  ete  por- 
teur  d'une  lettre  pour  le  Comte  de  Las  Cases,  vous  I'avez 
gardee  ;  mais  cet  officier  ayant  cru  sa  delicatesse  compromise, 
vous  avez  alors  rcmis  la  lettre  trente  jours  apres  qu'elle  etait 
arrivee  dans  cette  ile,  &c.  Nous  somraes  siirs  que  nos  families 
et  nos  amis  nous  ccrivent  souvent ;  jusqu'a  cette  heure  nous 
n'avons  refu  que  peu  de  leurs  lettres.  Mais  c'est  en  vertu 
du  meme  principe  que  vous  desavouez  aujourd'hui  que  vous 
avez  retenu  les  livres  et  les  imprimes  qui  nous  ont  ete  adres- 
ses,  et  cependant  vous  les  gardez. 

Votre  deuxieme  lettre  du  30  Aout  ne  repond  pas.  Monsieur, 
a  celle  que  j'ai  eu  I'honneur  de  vous  ecrire,  pour  reclamer 


•  One  of  these  letters  was  dated  the  29th  of  August. 
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centre  les  changemens  que  vous  avez  operes  dans  le  courant 
d'Aout,  et  qui  bouleversent  toutes  les  bases  de  notre  etablisse- 
ment  dans  ce  pays. 

1.  "  There  is  no  part  of  my  written  instructions  more  defin- 
ite, or  to  which  my  attention  is  more  pointedly  called,  than 
that  no  2>erson  ivltatevcr  should  hold  any  communication  with 
(I'Empereur)  except  through  my  agency.''  Vous  donncz  a 
vos  instructions  une  intei-pretation  jesuitique ;  il  n'y  a  rien  la 
qui  justifie  ni  qui  autorise  votre  conduite.  Cos  instructions, 
votre  predecesseur  les  avait — vous  les  aviez  pendant  les  trois 
mois  avant  les  changemens  que  vous  avez  operes  il  y  a  un 
mois — enfin  il  ne  vous  etait  pas  difficile  de  concilier  vos  divers 
devoirs. 

2.  "  I  have  already  acquainted  (I'Empereur)  personally  of 
this." 

3.  "In  addressing  aU  strangers  and  other  persons,  except 
those  whose  duty  might  lead  them  to  Longwood,  in  the  first 
instance  to  Count  Bertrand  (or  asking  him  myself),  to  ascer- 
tain whether  (FEmpereur)  would  receive  their  visit,  and  in 
not  giving  passes  except  to  such  persons  as  had  ascertained 
this  point  or  were  directed  to  do  it,  I  conceive,"  &c. 

4.  "  It  is  not,  Sir,  in  my  power  to  extend  such  a  privilege 
as  you  require  to  Count  Beilrand." 

Je  suis  oblige  de  vous  declarer,  Monsieur — 1,  vous  n'avez 
rien  communique  a  I'Empereur  ;  2,  depuis  plus  de  deux  mois 
vous  n'avez  eu  aucune  communication  avec  le  Comte  Ber- 
trand ;  3,  nous  ne  vous  demandons  aucun  privilege  pour  le 
Comte  Bertrand,  puisque  je  ne  demande  que  la  continuation 
des  choses  telles  qu'elles  ont  ete  pendant  neuf  mois. 

5.  "  I  regret  to  learn  that  (I'EmpereLir)  has  been  incom- 
moded with  the  visits,"  &c.     Voila  de  I'ironie,  elle  est  amere  1 

Au  lieu  de  chercher  a  concUier  vos  divers  devoirs,  vous 
paraissez.  Monsieur,  resolu  a  persister  dans  un  systeme  de 
continuelle  vexation — cela  fera-t-il  honneur  a  votre  caractere  ? 
— cela  meritera-t-il  I'approbation  de  votre  Gouvernement, 
de  votre  nation  ? — perm.ettez-raoi  d'en  douter. 

Plusieurs  officiers  generaux  arrives  sur  le  Cornwallis  ont 
desire  etre  presentes  a  Longwood  ;  si  vous  les  aviez  adresses 
chez  le  Comte  Bertrand,  comme  vous  lui  avez  adresse  jusqu'ici 
tons  les  etrangers  qui  se  sont  presentes  dans  cette  ile,  ils  au- 
raient  ete  reyus.  Vous  avez,  sans  doute,  vos  raisons  pour 
empecher  des  personnes  de  quelque  consideration  de  venir  a 
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Longwood ;  alleguez,  si  vous  le  voulez,  comme  vous  le  faites 
ordinairement,  la  tetieur  de  vos  instructions,  mais  ne  denaturez 
pas  les  intentions  de  I'Empereur. 

Le  jeune  Las  Cases  et  ie  Capitaine  Piontliowski  ont  ete  hier 
en  ville  ;  un  Lieutenant  Anglais  les  a  accompagncs  jusqu'en 
ville,  ou,  confbrmement  aux  ordres  existant  jusqu'a  ce  jour,  il 
les  a  laisses  libres  d'aller  voir  les  personnes  qu'ils  desiraient. 
Pendant  que  le  jeune  Las  Cases  causait  avec  de  jeuues  demoi- 
selles rollicer  est  venu,  et,  extremement  peine  d'etre  charge 
d'une  aussi  desagreable  commission,  lui  a  declare  que  vous  lui 
ordouniez  de  ne  pas  le  perdre  de  vu  :  ceci  est  contraire  a  ce 
qui  s'est  passe  jusqu'a  present — il  serait,  je  pense,  convenable 
que  vous  nous  fissiez  connaitre  les  ohangemens  que  vous  operez. 
C'est  nous  interdire  tout  voyage  en  ville,  et,  par  la,  violer  ou- 
vertement  vos  instructions.  Cependant  vous  savez  qu'a  peine 
une  des  personnes  de  Longwood  va-t-elle  a  la  ville  urie  fois 
par  mois,  et  il  n'y  a  eu  aucune  circonstance  qui  puisse  vous 
autoriser  a  changer  I'ordre  etabli.  C'est  pousser  bien  loin  la 
persecution. 

En  reponse  a  votre  lettre  du  8  Septerabre,  je  me  refere, 
Monsieur,  au  post-scriptum  de  ma  lettre  du  23  Aout.  L'Empe- 
reur  est  malade  par  I'eflet  du  mauvais  climat  et  des  privations 
de  toutes  especes,  et  je  n'ai  point  porte  a  sa  connaissance  tons 
les  details  fastidieux  dont  on  m'a  entretenu  de  votre  part — tout 
cela  dure  depuis  deux  mois,  et  devrait  etre  termine  depuis  long- 
temps,  puisque  le  post-soriptum  de  ma  lettre  du  23  Aout  est 
precis  :  il  serait  temps  enfin  que  cela  finit,  mais  il  parait  que 
c'est  un  texte  pour  nous  insulter. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c., 

Le  General  Comte  de  Montholon. 


No.  42. 
To  General  Count  Montholon. 

Plantation  House,  September  11,  1816. 
giE. — Having  communicated  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of 
August  that  I  could  receive  no  letters  that  related  to  General 
Bonaparte's  afTairs,  except  it  was  distinctly  stated  in  them  that 
they  were  written  by  his  direction,  and  the  accompanying  not 
beino'  expressed  to  be  thus  written,  I  beg  leave  to  return  it. 
I  enclose  at  the  same  time,  for  the  information  in  general  of 
the  officers  of  General  Bonaparte's  establishment,  whom  he 
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might  wish  to  render  an  instrument  for  the  conveyance  of 
any  further  injurious  reflections  (the  letter  you  sent  to  me  of 
the  24th  of  August  having,  as  you  informed  Major  Gorre- 
quer,  been  written  by  his  express  directions,  of  which  it  other- 
wise bore  sufficient  internal  evidence),  an  extract  of  the  let- 
ter I  addressed  to  Count  Bertrand  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  also 
of  one  of  the  1st  of  July,  the  latter  of  which  I  beg  you  in  par- 
ticular to  communicate  to  Count  Las  Cases,  who  has  in  more 
than  one  instance  violated  the  rules  contained  in  it. 

I  have,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  43. 
A  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  ce  11  Scptemhre,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  General — Je  refois  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez 
fait  I'honneur  de  m'eorire  en  date  de  ce  jour.  Vous  me  faitcs 
connaitre  que  vous  ne  voulez  plus  correspondre  avec  moi ;  je 
vous  renvoie  en  consequence  les  deux  lettres  que  vous  me  com- 
muniquez  ;  je  n'en  ai  fait  aucun  usage. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c., 

Le  General  Comte  de  Montholon. 


No.  44. 
To  General  Count  Montholon. 

Plantation  House,  September  12,  1816. 

Sm — Neither  my  letter  of  yesterday,  nor  its  inclosures,  I 
beg  to  observe,  contained  any  prohibition  of  correspondence 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  General  Bonaparte's  establisli- 
ment,  either  regarding  his  affairs,  when  expressed  to  be  writ- 
ten by  his  authority,  or  in  regard  to  their  own.  Proper  reji- 
resentations,  on  the  contrary,  when  unmixed  with  injuriou.'^ 
reflections  either  on  myself  or  the  Government  whoso  instruc- 
tions I  execute,  will  be  always  attended  to. 

I  still  require  an  explanation  on  the  subject  referred  to  in 
my  letter  of  the  30th  of  August — proofs  of  the  circumstance, 
or  the  implied  avowal  that  the  accusation  has  been  ground- 
loss  and  injurious.  I  have  never  laid  claim  to  any  merit  for 
sending  the  officers  of  General  Bonaparte's  establishment  any 
letters  that  an'ived  from  their  families,  whether  they  came 
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by  private  hands  or  otherwise  ;  tut  having  gone  beyond  the 
letter  of  my  instructions  on  this  point,  and  even  received  their 
acknowledgment  for  it,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  na- 
ture of  the  feeling  which  could  have  dictated  an  accusation 
against  me  on  such  grounds  ;  and  desire  General  Bonaparte 
himself  may  know,  and  as  I  trust  will  disavow,  the  conduct 
of  any  officer  of  his  suite  who  may  have  led  him  by  misrep- 
resentation to  direct  such  an  unfounded  reproach  against  me 
— in  a  document,  besides,  written  for  publicity,  and  the  con- 
tents of  which  Count  Las  Cases  has,  upon  General  Bonaparte's 
authority  or  otherwise,  been  already  so  active  in  his  endeavors 
to  propagate.  I  have,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 
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No.  46. 

Letter  of  Las  Cases  to  Prince  Lucien  Bonaparte,  con- 
cealed IN  Scott's  Waistcoat,  JMovbmeer,  1816.' 
Monseigneur. — Par  la  lettre  dont  votre  Altesse  m'a  honore, 
en  date  du  6  Mars,  de  Rome,  elle  desire  que  je  lui  donne  des 
nouvelles  de  la  sante  de  TEmpereuv,  et  que  je  lui  fasse  con- 
uaitre  de  quelle  maniere  il  se  trouve  ctabli  dans  ce  pays.  Je 
me  ferai  un  vrai  plaisir,  Monseigneur,  de  vous  ecrire  reguliere- 
ment  a  ce  sujet  de  temps  en  temps.  Je  vous  dirai  surtout  les 
choses  vraies  et  telles  qu'elles  se  passent,  persuade  que  vous 
n'en  rendrez  a  Madame  que  ce  que  pourra  supporter  le  cosur 
toujours  tendre  d'une  mere.  Je  prendrai  ma  relation  jusqu'au 
moment  meme  ou  je  quittai  votre  Altesse  au  Palais  Royal. 
Je  me  rendis  a  la  Malmaison  pour  obtenir  de  I'Empereur  qu'il 
daignat  me  permettre  de  ne  plus  le  quitter.  C'ctait  au  mo- 
ment meme  ou  il  se  decidait  a  partir  pour  Rochefort,  et  ou 
Ton  attendait  a  chaque  instant  les  passeports  Anglais,  qui 
avaient  ete  annonces  pour  les  fregates  qui  devaient  trans- 
porter sa  Majeste  en  Amerique.  L'Empereurvoulut  voyager 
incognito,  afin  de  [ne  pas]  se  desoler  avix  elans  et  aux  acclama- 
tions des  peuples.  Mais  nous  qui  marchions  apres  lui,  qui 
traversames  la  multitude  instruite  de  son  passage,  nous  pumes 
etre  temoin  des  regrets  et  de  la  profonde  tristesse  de  toute  la 
population.  Arrivee  a  Rochefort,  je  fus  envoye  par  I'Empe- 
reur, comme  ayant  le  plus  d'habitude  des  Anglais,  a  bord  le 
vaisseau  le  Bellerophon,  pour  demander  si  on  y  aurait  refu 
les  passeports  qui  avaient  ete  annonce  pour  le  libre  passage  de 
deux  fregates  qui  devaient  transporter  I'Empereur  Napoleon 
en  Amerique.  Le  Capitaine  Maitland,  qui  coramandait  ce 
vaisseau,  me  repondit  qu'il  n'en  avait  nulle  connaissance,  mais 
qu'il  allait  expedier  sur  le  champ  une  corvette  a  son  Amiral, 
et  qu'il  pourrait  me  repondre  dans  deux  jours.  J'y  retournai 
trois  jours  apres  ;  il  me  dit  que,  centre  son  attente,  sa  corvette 
n'etait  pas  de  retour,  ce  qui  tenait  sans  doute  a  quelque  cir- 
constance  de  la  croisiere  de  son  Amiral ;  mais  que,  si  I'Em- 
pereur voulait  sc  rendre  en  Angleterre,  il,  Capitaine  Maitland, 
avait  ordre  de  le  recevoir  et  de  I'y  conduire.     L'Einpereur  ne 

-  In  Correard's  "  Recueil,"  vol.  ii.  pp.  33-74,  a  letter  is  printed  which 
professes  to  be  the  one  given  by  Las  Cases  to  Scott.  It  is,  however, 
an  imaginary  composition.  The  editor  speaks  of  it  thus: — La  voici, 
soit  que  ce  soit  la  piece  integrale  elle-meme  ....  soit,  ce  qui  est  bien 
plus  probable,  qu'elle  ait  ete  recomposee  plus  tard  de  memoire." 


No.  46.  LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS.  299 

voulait  plus  desormais  vemplir  de  role  politique.  Les  armees 
de  la  Vendee  et  de  Bordeaux,  les  garnisons  voisines,  &c.,  le 
sollicitaient  de  venir  se  mettre  a  leur  tete  pour  se  porter  sur  la 
Loire.  D'un  autre  cote  de  jeunes  officiers  de  marine  s'etaient 
reunis  pour  formeTl'equipagede  deux  chasse-marees,  etlui  pro- 
posaient  de  le  conduire  en  Amerique,  en  depit  de  la  croisiere 
Auglaise.  L'Empereur  erut  devoir  ecarter  ces  deux  partis ;  il 
ne  voulait  pas  servir  d'instrument  et  de  pretexte  a  une  guerre 
civile  sans  resultats ;  et  il  ne  pensa  pas  devoir  courir  le  hasard 
des  chasse-marees,  puisque  le  Capitaine  Maitland  lui  faisait 
une  invitation  conforme  a  ses  vues  :  il  prefera,  done,  d'aller 
tout  simplement  a  Londres  au-devant  des  passeports  pour 
I'Amerique,  ou  rester  meme  en  Angleterre  sous  la  protection 
des  lois  du  pays.  Tous  ceux  qui  etalent  autour  de  I'Empereur 
furent  unanimes  que  I'Angletene  serait  extremement  flattee 
de  la  preference  qui  lui  donnerait  I'Empereur — de  la  belle  page 
qu'allait  menager  a  son  histoire  la  noble  confiance  de  celui 
qui  avait  ete  pendant  vingt  ans  son  ennemi  constant ;  je  m'ap- 
puyai  meme  de  votre  opinion,  Monseigneur,  sur  la  liberalite 
des  lois  de  cette  nation,  et  le  poids  de  la  belle  morale  sur  les 
sentimens  de  la  multitude.  C'est  alors  que  I'Empereur,  se 
decidant,  prit  le  parti  d'ecrire  au  Prince  Regent  la  lettre  que 
votre  Altesse  aura  lu  dans  tous  les  journaux  de  I'Europe.  Je 
retournai  a  bord  du  Capitaine  Maitland  pour  lui  faire  part 
que  I'Empereur  acceptait  son  invitation  ;  j'etais  accompagne 
du  Baron  Gourgaud,  aide-de-camp  de  sa  Majeste,  porteur  de 
la  lettre  pour  le  Prince  Regent,  et  charge  d'exprimer  a  ce 
Prince — 1,  le  desir  de  I'Empereur  de  debarquer  en  Angleterre 
sous  le  nom  du  Colonel  Meuron,  un  de  ses  aides-de-camp,  tue 
a  ses  cotes  a  la  bataille  d'Arcole  ;  2,  celui  de  louer  une  petite 
campagne  dans  un  des  comtes  d'Angleterre  les  plus  favorables 
a  sa  sante  ;  3,  enfin,  si  cet  arrangement  ne  s'accordait  pas 
avec  la  politique  du  Prince  Regent,  qu'il  voulut  bien  lui  donner 
des  passeports  pour  suivre  ses  premiers  projets  et  se  rendre  a 
New  York.  Je  donnai  au  Capitaine  Maitland  une  copie  de  la 
lettre  de  I'Empereur,  afin  qu'il  connut  bien  les  dispositions  et 
les  intentions  de  sa  Majeste  avant  qu'elle  se  rcndit  a  son  bord  ; 
il  en  donna  connaissance  aux  ofRciers  qui  se  trouvaient  pre- 
sents :  elle  fut  pour  tous  un  sujet  de  contentement  et  d'admi- 

ration ce  sentiment  les  honorait.     Le  Capitaine  Maitland 

expedia  le  soir  meme  le  Baron  Gourgaud  sur  une  corvette,  et 
moi  je  demeurai  a  bord  du  Bellerophon.  L'Empereur  arriya 
le  lendemain ;  il  avait  desire  Tincognito.     Le  Capitaine  Mait- 
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land  abaiidonna  la  grande  chambie  ;   nous  u'eumes  qu'a  nous 
louer  de  ces  precedes.     Peu  de  temps  apres  I'anivee  de  I'Em- 
pereur  on  signala  un  nouveau  vaisseau  ;  e'etait  rAmiral  Ho- 
thara,  qui  mouilla  pres  du  Bellerophon,  et  vint  I'instant  apres 
presenter  ses  hommages  al'Empereur.     L'Empereur  I'invita 
a  dejeuner  a  son  bord  pour  le  lendemain,  et  quelque  desir  qu'il 
eut  temoigne  qu'on  ne  lui  rendit  aucun  honneur  ils  lui  furent 
tous  prodigues  avec  une  grace,  une  elegance,  des  attentions, 
qui   nous  semblerent  caracteriser  particulierement  I'Amiral 
Hotham.     Get  Amiral  et  tous  ses  ofRciers  pensaieut  que  leur 
pays  mettrait  un  grand  prix  a  la  noble  confiance  que  I'Em- 
pereur  lui  temoignait  en  ce  moment ;   ils  supposaient  bien  qu'il 
pourrait  y  avoir  quelque  jalousie  a  I'egard  des  passeports  de- 
mandes  pour  I'Amerique,  mais  ils  me  mettaient  nullement  en 
doute  qu'une  aussi  grande  nation  que  la  leur  ne  lui  prodiguat 
tous  les  precedes  d'hospitalite  dent  nos  temps  raodernes  peuvent 
,  etre  susceptibles.     Nous  f  imes  voile  pour  I'Angleterre,  I'imag- 
ination  de  chacun  de  nous  pleine  des  reves  les  plus  innocents 
sur  nptre  situation  nouvelle  ;  le  calme,  le  repes,  qui  d'ordinaire 
accompagnent  la  retraite  a  laquelle  I'Empereur  se  vouait  de- 
sormais.     Nous  mouillames  a  Torbay,  ou  I'ordre  fut  bientot 
transmis  au  visseau  de  se  rendre  a  Plymouth  ;  la  I'horison 
changea  subitement — la  consternation  soudaine  du  Capitaine 
Maitland  et  de  ses  ofEciers  nous  avertit  qu'ils  s'etaient  trompes 
dans  leur  attente — tout  prit  autour  de  nous  un  aspect  sombre 
et  sinistre.     Le  Baron  Gourgaud  n'avait  pu  obtenir  de  de- 
barqiier — notre  vaisseau  fut  frappe  d'interdit — des  bateaux 
armes  en  faisaient  le  tour,  eloignant  les  curieux  a  coup  de 
fusil.      Alors  nous  commenoaraes  a  juger,  et  nous  eumes  a 
freniir  de  la  redoutable  hospitalite  Britannique.     Un  Sous- 
Secretaire  d'Etat  apporta  la  decision  des  Ministres,  et  sans 
aucune  communication  prealable  il  fut  decide  que  Je  General 
Bona,jparte  serait  transiere  du  Bellerophon  dans  le  Northum- 
berland, et  deporte  au-dela  de  la  Ligne — qu'une  tres-petito 
partie  seulement  de  ses  officiers  et  quelqu'uns  de  ses  domes- 
tiques  auraient  la  permission  de  I'accom'pagner  et  de  partager 
son  exil.     On  arraait  le  Northumberland  en  toute  hate  a  Ports- 
mouth, et  nous  diimes  mettre  a  la  voile  pour  aller  I'attendre 
en  croisiere  dans  La  Manche.     C'etait,  par  I'incommodite  de 
la  mer,  un  nouveau  supplice  pour  nous.      Au  passage  sur  le 
Northumberland  on  nous  prit  nos  armes,  nos  epees  ;   on  nous 
declara  prisonniers  de  guerre  ;  on  visita  nos  effets — ceux  de 
I'Empereur,  auquel  on  supposait  des  tresors,  et  auquel  on  ne 
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trouva  que  quelques  malles  de  vetements  et  de  toilette,  I'ar- 
genterie  de  route,  trois  ou  quatre  cents  volumes  composant  sa 
bibliotheque  de  voyage,  et  une  cassette  de  voyage,  contenant 
quatre  mille  Napoleons,  qu'on  retint.^ 

Notre  traversee  sur  le  Northumberland  fut  de  plus  de  deux 
mois.  L'Empereur  ne  fut  pas  malade  ;  il  svipporta  tres-bien 
la  mer ;  il  n'eut  qu'a  se  louer  des  bons  sentimens  des  officiers 
et  de  toute  I'equipage  ;  sa  serenite  passive  et  son  peu  de  be- 
soiri  etaient  I'objet  de  I'etonnement  et  de  I'admiration  de  tous  ; 
le  mot  du  vaisseau  etait  qu'il  genait  moins  qu'un  midshipman  ; 
ces  derniers  jeunes  gens  lui  montraient  une  aflection  toute  par- 
ticuliere  ;  quand  il  paraissait  subitement  sur  le  pont  apres  son 
diner,  s'il  y  avait  la  moindi-e  mancsuvre,  ils  Tentouraient  aussi- 
tot  pour  en  ecarter  les  matelots,  lui  composant  ainsi  une  espece 
de  garde  d'honneur.  Les  Ministres  avaient  commande  pour 
I'Empereur  la  qiaalification  de  Ghieral,  et  meme  les  egards 
a  ce  titre  ;  nous  nous  roidimes  centre  cetle  puerile  inconven- 
ance,  et  le  titre  d'Empereur  redevint  plus  sacre  pour  nous  : 
pouvait-on  reconnaitre  au  Gouvernement  Anglais  le  droit, 
selon  son  caprice,  d'imposer  ime  qualification  nouvelle,  et  de 
deposseder  d'un  titre  auguste,  donne  par  le  choix  des  peuples, 
et  sanctionne  par  la  religion,  les  victoires,  les  traites,  la  recon- 
naissance de  tous  les  souverains,  de  I'Angleterre  meme  ?  A 
notre  arrivee  nous  restames  deux  jours  en  rade  avant  de  de- 
barquer ;  on  descendit  I'Einpereur  sur  les  cinq  heures  du  soir 
dans  une  espece  d'auberge  ou  d'hotel  garni  de  la  petite  ville 
ou  village  de  Ste.  Helene.  Le  lendemain  il  fut  place  dans 
un  petit  pavilion  ou  guinguette  dependante  de  I'habitation 
d'un  negociant  de  I'ile.  C'est  la  que,  dans  une  seule  chambre 
de  quelques  pieds  en  quarre,  il  lui  a  fallu  pendant  deux  mois 
coucher,  faire  sa  toilette,  travailler,  et  manger  ;  il  etait  oblige 
d'en  sortir  pour  qu'on  la  balayat  et  qu'on  fit  son  lit,  qui  n'etait 
autre  d'ailleurs  que  son  lit  de  campagne.  Le  peu  d'espace 
permit  a  moi  seul  de  demeurer  aupres  de  lui.  Mon  tils  et 
moi  nous  couchions  sur  des  matelats  au-dessus  de  sa  tete  dans 
une  petite  chambre  de  domestique.  Ses  deux  valets-de-cham- 
bre  etaient  etendus  par  terre  en  travers  de  sa  porte.  Le  reste 
de  sa  maison  fut  coirtraint  de  demeurer  a  la  ville,  d'ou  les 
officiers  ne  parvenaient  a  I'Empereur  qu'au  travers  de  formal- 
ites  rebutantes  et  de  meprises  souvent  injurieuses.     L'ile  de 

'  Le  chirurgien  du  Bellerophon,  le  Dr.  O'Meara,  se  vouant  aux  soins 
de  I'Empereur,  demanda  a  le  suivre  :  c'est  lui  qui  depuis  est  aupres  de 
sa  personne  en  qualite  de  medecin. 
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Ste.  Helene  est  fort  petite,  sans  agremens,  sans  ressources  ; 
c'est  uii  veritable  rocher  au  milieu  de  I'ocean,  a  une  distance 
immense  de  toute  terre ;  celte  ile  est  presque  toujours  couverte 
de  nnages,  ce  sent  des  brouillards  et  des  pluies  presque  con- 
tinuelles  ;  I'humidite  y  est  extreme  ;  et  s'il  y  a  des  eclaircies, 
c'est  alors  le  soleil  du  tropique  et  tous  ses  inconveniens.  Votre 
Altesse  connait  le  temperament  de  I'Empereur  ;  il  etait  im- 
possible de  lui  choisir  un  lieu  plus  contraire  ni  plus  funeste  ; 
aussi  sa  sante  s'affaiblit  visiblement.  Au  bout  de  deux  mois 
nous  fvimes  transportes  a  Longwood,  ou  Ton  avait  travaill6 
tant  bien  que  mal  pour  nous  recevoir  ;  c'est  la  que  nous  som- 
mesetablis  en  ce  moment.  Notre  petite  colonic  s'y  trouvereunie 
a  I'exception  du  Comte  et  de  la  Comtesse  Bcrtrand,  que  le 
defaut  de  logement  force  de  demeurer  dans  une  petite  cahute 
a.  une  demi-lieue  de  nous,  en  attendant  qu'on  ait  bati  pour 
eux  dans  notre  voisinage  une  petite  maison,  qui  depuis  n'est 
point  encore  terminee  en  cet  instant.  L'endroit  de  I'ile  oii  Ton 
nous  a  relegue  est  un  plateau  isole  sur  la  cote  orientale,  con- 
stamment  battu  des  vents  :  c'est  la  partie  inhabitee  de  I'ile — 
elle  a  repousse  jusqu'ici  la  population  et  la  culture — c'est  tout 
dire.  Le  logement  que  nous  occupons  avait  ete  dans  I'origine 
une  ferme  ou  grange  batie  par  la  Compagnie,  qui  essayait  des 
defrichemens  adjacents  ;  le  Sous-Gouverneur  apres,  a  I'aide 
de  quelques  travaux,  en  avait  fait  sa  residence  de  campagne  : 
c'est  la  que,  a  I'aide  de  quelques  additions,  faites  a  la  hate,  de 
pieces  et  de  morceaux,  on  nous  a  casernes.  Nous  y  sommes 
tres-mal,  dans  une  humidite  continue,  a  peine  a  couvert.  Pour 
men  compte,  je  n'y  suis  litteralement  pas  a  I'abri  des  injures 
de  Fair.  Le  Gouvernement  Anglais  pourvoit  au  service  de  la 
table,  mais  I'ile  est  denuee  de  tout,  et  chaque  chose  y  est  cinq 
ou  six  fois  plus  cher  qu'a  Rome,  de  sorte  que  nous  sommes  sur 
ce  point  fort  mal,  et  plus  encore  par  les  vices  du  lieu  et  de  la 
force  des  choses  que  par  la  volonte  des  hommes  ;  ajoutez  que 
nos  moeurs  et  nos  habitudes  sont  en  toutes  choses  diflerents  de 
ceux  que  nous  entourent.  Ne  croyez  done  pas  au  palais,  aux 
magnifiques  ameublements,  au  luxe,  dont  retentissent  les  ga- 
zettes de  I'Europe  a  notre  egard  ;  rien  de  tout  cela  n'existe 
que  dans  la  bouche  de  la  renommee  ;  il  n'est  point  de  provin- 
cial chez  nous  de  dix  a  douze  mille  francs  de  rente  qui  ne  soit 
litteralement  mieux  meubli,  mieux  lege,  et  mieux  nourri  que 
nous  ne  le  sommes.  Du  reste,  ce  n'est  pas  que  nous  de- 
mandions  mieux ;  si  je  vous  en  parle,  c'est  seulement  pour 
vous  faire  une  peinture  fidele.      Votre  Altesse  connait  I'indif- 
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ference  de  TEmpereur  pour  tous  les  aooessoires  ;  et  quant  a 
nous,  quelque  chose  qu'on  nous  proourat  nous  ne  pounions 
voir  encore  que  ce  dont  on  nous  prive.  Vous  ne  devez  non 
plus  ajouter  auoune  foi  aux  mille  et  une  rapsodies  que  Ton  a 
debitees  et  que  Ton  debite  chaque  jour  dans  les  paplers  publics 
sur  la  personne  de  I'Empereur.  Soit  a  bord  du  vaisseau,  soit 
ici,  ceux  qui  nous  entourent,  et  qui  ecrivent  en  Europe,  se 
plaignent  amerement,  au  retour  des  papiers,  d'y  voir  leurs 
lettres  entierement  denaturees,  tronquees,  et  falsifiees.  L'Em- 
pereur  a  toujours  ete  ct  demeure  toujours  le  meme — calme, 
impassible,  fort  retire,  se  livrant  peu  et  travaillant  beaucoup. 
Pour  employer  ses  loisirs  et  passer  ses  longues  jouruees,  I'Em- 
pereur, dans  les  premiers  jours  de  son  embai-quement,  a  com- 
mence, et  continue  depuis,  a  dieter  chaque  jour  quelques  heures 
a  chacun  de  nous  sur  les  divers  evenemens  de  ses  vingt  der- 
nieres  annees.  Le  sejour  de  Ste.  Helene  ne  sera  pas  perdu  a 
la  posterite;  il  n'appartenait  qu'a  celui  qui  avait  accompli  ces 
prodiges  de  pouvoir  dignement  les  decrire.  J'ai  eu  le  bonheur 
de  lui  montrer  I'Anglais  ;  en  un  clin  d'ffiil  il  a  pu  lire  tous  les 
ouvrages  de  cette  langue.  D'ordinaire  il  ne  sort  de  son  cab- 
inet, petite  piece  de  quelques  pieds  carres,  que  sur  les  quatre 
heures  et  demie,  quand  le  temps  le  permet,  pour  faire  une 
promenade  a  pied,  ou  bien  ,pour  paroourir  en  caleohe  un  espace 
d'un  mille  deux  cents  toises  aulour  de  la  maison ;  il  entre 
avant  six  heures  dans  son  cabinet,  ce  qui  lui  a  fait  observer 
plus  d'une  fois  qu'il  n'est  point  de  prison  si  rigoureuse  en 
Europe  qui  ne  permette  a  ses  detenus  autant  d'air  et  de  diver- 
sion qu'il  en  prend  ici ;  a  huit  heures  il  dine — nous  avons 
I'honneur  de  diner  avec  lui ;  I'heure,  le  temps,  les  circon- 
stancesfont  qu'il  n'y  admet  point  d'etranger.  Voila,  Mon- 
seigneur,  notre  vie  de  tous  les  jours.  Nous  aurions  souhaite 
voir  monter  parfois  I'Empereur  a  cheval,  mais  tout  ce  que 
nous  obtenons,  et  fort  rarement,  est  de  lui  voir  faire  une  espece 
de  manege  dans  I'interieur  de  notre  petite  enceinte.  Les  ob- 
stacles moraux  dont  on  a  entoure  notre  plus  grande  excursion 
Font  conduit  a  se  priver  d'un  exercice  si  necessaire  a  sa  sante  ; 
car,  toute  tiiste  et  miserable  que  doit  etre  necessairement  la 
vie  sur  cet  horrible  rocher,  elle  le  devient  bien  davantage  par 
la  gene,  les  vexations  inutiles,  les  details  aigus  que  command- 
ent  les  instructions  du  Gouvernement  Anglais,  ou  qu'execute 
le  mauvais  esprit  de  ses  agens.  Cet  etat  de  choses  est  tel  que 
I'Empereur,  en  lisant  la  fin  malheureuse  du  Eoi  de  Naples, 
ne  put  s'empecher  de  dire,  "  Les  Calabrais  sont  plus  humains. 
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que  les  Anglais  ;  quand  on  veut  se  defaire  d'uii  homrae  il  vaut 
mieux  lui  donner  du  plomb  dans  la  tete  que  de  la  faire  mourir 
a  petit  feu."  II  y  a  pres  de  tvois  mois  qu'un  nouveau  Gou- 
verneur  nous  est  arrive,  avec  des  instnictions  beaucoup  plus 
severes  a-t-il  dit ;  il  a  tellement  rembrani  notre  horison  et  em- 
pire notre  situation,  que  I'Empereur  a  dit  souvent  depuis  que 
d'etre  a  Ste.  Helena  avait  cesse  d'etre  la  premiere'  de  nos 
miseres,  et  que  le  choix  du  local  n'etait  plus  desormais  le  plus 
mauvais  precede  du  Gouvernement  Anglais.  Gluand  un  jour 
riiistoire  dira  a  quel  point  on  a  pousse  les  manques  d'egards, 
les  formes  inquisitives,  les  vexations  de  toute  espeoe,  les  piqiires 
journalieres  envers  une  personne  comme  I'Empereur,  le  partie 
genereuse  de  la  nation  Britanniqe  s'indignera  que  le  Gou- 
vernement Anglais  ait  pii  ordonner  de  pareilles  choses,  et  qu'il 
se  soit  trouve  de  Bretons  capables  do  les  executor  si  meme  ils 
n'en  ont  accru  la  rigueur.  On  a  defendu  d'ecrire  toute  lettre 
ou  billet  dans  I'ile  sans  les  soumettre  au  visa  du  Gouverneur. 
Toute  communication  verbale  a  ete  frappee  de  la  menace  d'un 
chatiment  rigoureux  pour  I'intermediaire  qui  s'en  chargerait. 
due  penser  du  raffinement  avec  lequel  on  choisit  pour  nous  le 
papier  de  nouvelles  le  plus  desagreablement  ecrit,  tandis  qu'on 
nous  interdit  ceux  dans  lesquels  nous  pourrions  lire  la  question 
sous  des  expressions  et  des  couleurs  moins  malveillantes  ?  Les 
Ministres  Anglais  peuvent-ils  descendre  a  des  details  aussi  mi- 
nutieusement  odieux,  aussi  cruellement  personnels  ?  Nous 
ne  saurions  le  croire,  surtout  quand  dans  les  debats  du  Parle- 
ment  a  notre  sujet  nousvoyons  un  concoursunanime  et  souvent 
repete  pour  que  la  douceur,  la  nature  des  formes,  adoucisse 
autant  que  possible  la  rigueur  de  la  mesure.  Aussi  I'Em- 
pereur repete-t-il  parfois,  qu'il  n'y  a  rien  d'Anglais  dans  tout 
cela,  que  cela  ressemble  bien  plus  a  la  police  des  sbires  en 
Sicile,  Mais  peut-etre,  Monseigneur,  direz-vous,  "  Vous  etes 
tres  mal,  mais  c'est  que  File  est  ires  mauvaise."  Sans  doute 
File  est  detestable;  cependant  il  y  a  quelques  maisons  qui  sont 
bien  meilleures,  quelques  sites  agreables,  des  positions  plus 
salubres,  quelques  jardins  ou  il  y  a  de  I'ombre,  un  espace  que 
nous  pourrions  parcourir,  des  habitans  que  nous  pourrions 
voir  ;  il  est  vrai  que  c'est  peu  de  chose,  mais  on  veut  evidem- 
inent  tuer  I'Empereur  et  s'en  defaire  promptement.  Tons  les 
gens  senses,  tons  ceux  qui  raisonnent,  conviennent  que  les  pre- 
cautions usitees  aujourd'hui  sont  fausses,  ridicules,  penibles 
pour  les  militaires  qui  les  efleotuent;  les  postes  campes  surles 
pitons  eleves  sont  le  neuf-dixieme  du  temps  dans  les  nuages. 
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Grai'der  les  is.?ues  des  gorges  sur  les  bords  de  la  mer — faire 
suivre  Tissue  pas  des  signaux  dans  rinterieur  de  I'ile — gavder 
la  cote  ainsi  que  cela  se  pratique  deja  par  des  bateaux  et  des 
bricks — et  alors  on  aurait  accompli,  aves  le  plus  de  succes  et 
de  simplicite  possible,  tout  ce  que  la  prudence  et  la  sagesse 
humaine  peuvent  employer  dans  cette  circonstance.  Vous  me 
demanderez  peut-etre,  Monseigneur,  s'il  est  possible  de  s'echap- 
per  de  notre  rocher  ?  Les  militaires,  les  marins,  disent  que 
c'est  presqu'impossible  ;  mais  ils  conviennent  surtout  que  les 
mesures  rigoureuses,  les  tracasseries  de  tout  espece  dont  on 
nous  comble,  n'alterent  en  quoi  que  ce  soit  les  chances  exis- 
tantes.  Apres  avoir  repondu  que  I'evasion  est  presqu'impos- 
sible, il  reste  a  se  demander  comment  I'Empereur  pent  y 
songer  ?  d'abord  les  difficultes  insurrnontables  de  I'entre- 
prendre;  ensuite,  oii  aller?  L'ocean  ne  deviendrait-il  pas  une 
seconde  prison  ?  Toute  I'Europe,  I'Afrique,  les  Indes,  la 
presque  totalite  de  I'Amerique,  ne  lui  sont-ils  pas  feiraes  ? 
L'empereur  est  et  demeure  aujourd'hui  positivement  dans  la 
meme  pensee,  la  meme  position,  les  memes  desirs  qu'a  I'ile 
d'Aix.  II  y  a  tenu,  voulant  aller  en  Amerique  ohercher  le 
repos  sur  les  bords  du  Mississippi  ou  de  I'Ohio,  ou  prendre 
asyle  en  Angleterre  sous  la  protection  des  lois  ;  et  pourquoi 
les  Ministres  s'y  refuseraient-ils  a  present?  En  rappelant 
aujourd'hui  I'illustre  refugie  ils  prouveraient  au  monde  que  la 
politique  seule,  et  jamais  la  haine,  la  vengeance,  n'eurent  de 
part  a  leur  determination.  On  comprendrait  alors  que  dans 
le  fort  de  la  crise,  et  sans  avoir  le  temps  de  se  reconnaitre, 
ils  eussent  cru  expedient  et  sage  d'eloigner  tout  d'abord  du 
lieu  de  Taction  un  personnage  aussi  influent :  on  ne  leur  re- 
procherait  plus  de  Tavoir  sacrifie  au  mepris  de  la  dignite  et 
de  la  generosite  de  leur  pays,  a  des  souverains  etrangers  qui 
n'avaient  aucun  droit  sur  sa  personne  lis  rendraient  aux  lois 
d' Angleterre  toute  leur  majeste — au  peuple  Anglais  Televa- 
tion  et  la  verite  des  maximes  liberales — a  la  bonne  foi  Britan- 
nique  tout  son  eclat  ;  ils  consacreraient  pour  leur  pays  le  glori- 
eux  privilege  d'etre  inscrit  a  son  tour  T asyle  des  rois — enfin 
les  Ministres  prouveraient  encore  par  la  leur  force,  leur  morale, 
leur  justice  ;  ils  serviraient  leurs  propres  interets  en  se  don- 
nant  le  moyen  d'effectuer  de  grandes  economies  et  de  prevenir 
les  sentiments  qui  orient  partout  et  toujours  Tinjustice  et  Top- 
pression  ;  et  ne  faudra-t-il  pas  que  tot  ou  tard  ce  retour  se 
fasse  ?  L'Empereur  nous  disait  plaisamment  il  y  a  peu  de  jours, 
"  Bientot  nous  ne  vaudrons  plus  T  argent  que  nous  coutous  ni 
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les  soins  que  nous  occasionnons.  Gluant  a  nous,  il  n'est  point 
de  prison  en  Angleteiie,  quelque  rigoureuse  quelle  soil,  qui, 
dans  son  injustice,  ne  nous  semblerait  encore  un  bienfait : 
nous  respirerions  du  moins  I'atmosphere  Europecn — nous  se- 
rions  sous  un  autre  ciel — noiis  ne  serions  pas  soumis  aux 
caprices  et  a  I'arbitraire  vexation  des  subalternes — et  si  nous 
devions  y  perir,  nous  finirions  du  moins  en  terre  Europeeiiiie." 
L'Empereur  parle  souvent  de  sa  famille  :  il  voulait  s'instruire 
de  son  fils,  de  I'lmperatice,  ccrire  a  Madame,  en  s'adressant 
directement  au  Prince  Regent :  mais  on  lo  lui  a  refuse  en  ex- 
igeant  que  la  lettre  au  Prince  fut  ouverte.  L'Empereur  s'en 
est  abstenu — il  n'a  ecrit  a  personne — il  desire  que  personne 
ne  lui  ecrive — il  ne  pent  consentir  a  recevoir  des  lettres  ou- 
vertes.  Pour  nous,  Moriseigneur,  qui  nous  sommes  attaches  au 
bonheur  d'etre  aupres  de  sa  persoiuie.  nous  sommes  si  fiers  de 
notre  situation  que  nous  en  sommes  heureux.  Nous  donnons 
au  monde  un  exemple  desinteresse  de  reconnaissance,  d'amour, 
et  de  fidelite — nous  nous  gravons  a  jamais  dans  les  coeurs 
genereux — et  il  est  en  Europe  des  millions  qui  nous  envient, 
et  qui  nous  disputeraient  la  gloire  de  notre  situation — en  est-il 
en  effet  de  plus  douce  et  de  plus  belle  ?  Je  souffre  de  n'avoir 
point  ici  ma  femme  et  tous  mes  enfans.  Je  n'ai  que  mon  fils 
aine  aupres  de  moi,  et  c'est  lui  qui  a  I'honneur  d'adresser  a 
votre  Altesse  ces  lignes  ecrites  sous  ma  dictee,  car  je  perds  la 
vue  tout-a-fait ;  cet  endroit  parait  particulierement  nuisible 
a  la  vue  ;  nous  en  soufl'rons  tous,  plus  ou  moins. 

Agreez,  Monseigneur,  mon  devouement  et  mou  respect. 
I  Aoijt,  1816. 


No.  47. 
Deaught  of  Las  Cases'  Second  Letter  to  Prince  Lucien 
Bonaparte.^ 

X  Octohc,  1816. 
Monseigneur — J'avais  eu  I'honneur  de  vous  ccrire  ma  pre- 
miere lettre  il  y  a  long-temps,  mais  il  ne  s'est  pas  presente  d'oc- 

'  The  following  memorandum  was  written  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  in 
the  margin  of  tlie  first  page  of  the  copy  of  this  letter  sent  to  Earl  Ba- 
thurst : 

"This  letter,  it  is  to  be  observed,  was  never  sent.  The  Governor, 
when  Count  Las  Cases  assented  to  the  copy  being  taken,  assured  him 
it  would  be  considered  as  a  paper  ^non-execute.^  Count  Las  Cases  on 
an  after  occasion  wished  it  to  be  considered  as  'imaginaire.' — H.  L." 
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casiovi  pour  vous  I'envoyer.  Aujourd'hui  je  vais  ajouter  quel- 
ques  nouveaux  details.  Je  desire  que  le  tout  vous  arrive  a  la 
fois.  II  y  a  quelque  temps  que  le  Gouverneur  nous  a  envoys 
officiellement  le  traite  du  2  Aout,  par  lequel  les  Puissances 
declarant  I'Empereur  leur  prisonnier.  L'Empereur  y  a  fait 
une  protestation  ;  la  force  de  la  verite  et  la  nature  des  cir- 
constances  la  rendent  sublime.  J'espere  qu'elle  sera  publiee, 
ou  j*y  reviendrai  avec  le  temps.  Ce  qui  nous  occupe  en  ce 
moment  est  une  nouvelle  vexation  des  plus  incroyables,  sans 
doute,  qui  puissent  s'imaginer.  Le  Gouverneur  vient  de  de- 
clarer qu'apres  avoir  fait  ses  comptes  il  fallait  indispensable- 
ment  pour  les  depenses  de  notre  elablissement  dix-huit  ou  vingt 
mille  livres  sterling  ;  que  le  Gouvernement  n'en  donnant  que 
huit  mille,  I'Empereur  devait  lui  remettre  le  surplus  ou  se  re- 
soudre  a  des  reductions,  qui  semblent  impossibles  au  Gouver- 
neur lui-meme.  Nous  sommes  si  miserablement  pourvus,  si 
mal  nourris,  qu'une  si  forte  depense  sernble  d'abord  difBcile  a 
concevoir.  Cependant,  comme  dans  ce  compte  se  trouvent 
compris  I'entretien  de  la  maison,  celui  des  ouvriers  qu'elle 
comporte,  les  appointements  des  fournisseurs,  la  table  des  oiE- 
ciers  de  garde  aupres  de  nous,  &c.,  que  d'ailleurs  les  trans- 
ports du  bord  de  la  mer  sur  le  haut  do  notre  rocher  sont  ex- 
tremement  difficiles  et  coiiteux,  on  comprend  en  eflet  que  la 
depense  peut  s'elever  a  cette  somme.  Un  cEuf  ooiite  ici  douze 
sous  ;  un  mauvais  poulet  etique,  qui  n'est  pas  le  quart  de  ce- 
lui des  tables  d'Europe,  vaut  sept  ou  huit  francs  ;  la  bouteille 
de  vin  douze  francs — le  tout  a  I'avenant,  c'est-a-dire,  cinq  ou 
six  fois  les  prix  d'Europe.  La  somme  que  Ton  dit  etre  indis- 
pensable a  notre  depense,  deduction  fait  de  ce  qui  est  etranger 
a  I'Empereur  et  a  sa  sante,  ne  correspondrait  guere,  d'apres  les 
evaluations  ci-dessus,  qu'a  trenteou  trente-six  mille  francs  en 
Europe  pour  lui  et  toute  la  maison,  qui  ne  laisse  pas  d'etre 
nombreuse.  Vous  devinerez,  Monseigneur,  combien,  avec 
cette  chetive  somme,  nous  devons  etre  mal.  Celle  que  le 
Gouvernement  a  fixe  sufErait  litteralement  a  peine  pour  la 
ration  du  soldat.  Pour  en  justifier  la  modicite  le  Gouverneur 
a  dit  et  repete  que  son  Gouvernement  avait  pense  que,  don- 
nant aux  personnes  qui  ont  accompagiie  I'Empereur  la  liberte 
de  retourner  en  Europe,  elles  en  eussent  profite,  et  par  la  dimi- 
nue  de  beaucoup  les  depenses  de  I'etablissement.  Ainsi  Ton  a 
pu  croire  que  des  Franfais  qu' avait  decide  la  reconnaissance 
qu'attaclie  chaque  jour  davantage  le  spectacle  des  persecutions 
qui  recompensent  la  gloire  se  lasseraient  de  leur  situation  I — 
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qu'ils  abandonneraient  I'Empereur  Napoleon.  I  duel  calmc  1 1 
et  on  ose  I'avouer  !  On  a  ete  jusqu'a  nous  insinuer  que  si 
nous  persistions  a  demeurer  nous  devious  nous  defrayer  nous- 
memes.  Vous,  Monseigneur,  qui  connaissez  I'Empereur  et 
I'abondance  de  toute  sa  vie,  qui  savez  son  mepris  pour  I'ar- 
gent,  vous  jugerez  de  son  indignation  lorsqu'on  lui  a  donne 
connaissance  des  premieres  communications  du  Gouverneur  a 
ce  sujet.  Et  depuis  ces  objets  revenus  sur  le  tapis  avec  le 
Gouverneur  lui-meme,  I'Ernpereur  lui  a  dit  avec  chaleur, 
"  Tous  ces  details  me  sent  trop  penibles — faites  m'en  grace 
— ils  sont  ignobles.  Q-ui  vous  demande  quelquo  chose  ?  Clui 
vous  prie  de  me  nourrir  ?  Q,uand  vous  discontinuerez  vos  pro- 
visions, si  j'ai  faim,  ces  braves  soldats  que  voila"  (montrant  le 
camp  du  53me)  "  prendront  pitie  de  moi.  J'irai  me  mettre  a  la 
gamelle  de  leurs  grenadiers,  et  ils  ne  repousseront  pas  le  pre- 
mier soldat  de  I'Europe."  Toutefois  ce  serait  le  grand  desir 
de  I'Empereur,  et  cela  la  toujours  ete,  de  pourvoir  lui-meme 
a  toutes  ses  depenses,  et  il  demande  pour  qu'on  le  lui  rende 
possible  de  laisser  les  negociants  de  File  communiquer  a  son 
sujet  avec  I'Europe,  sans  les  soumettre  a  I'inquisition  dont  on 
nous  accable.  On  sait  bien  qu'aussitot  que  ses  besoins  seraient 
connus  il  aurait  des  millions  s'il  voulait  les  accepter ;  mais  on 
a  refuse  sa  demande.  Ainsi,  d'un  cote  on  lui  retire  les  moyens 
de  subsister,  de  I'autre  on  I'empeche  d'y  pourvoir  lui-meme. 
Depuis  qu'il  existe  des  nations,  si  barbares  qu'elles  aient  ete, 
on  ne  croit  pas  qu'il  se  vit  jamais  des  precedes  aussi  odieux. 
"lis  marchandent  notre  existence,"  disait  I'Empereur,  "  et 
vraiment  il  semblerait  qu'on  regarde  comme  une  faveur  le 
peu  qu'on  nous  donne,  sans  songer  qu'eux  seuls  se  soient  im- 
poses cette  charge.  Avons-nous  demande  vm  asyle  ? — soUicite 
un  secours  ?  Oublie-t-on  que  la  force  seule  et  la  violation  des 
lois  les  plus  sacrees  nous  ont  arraches  a  notre  liberie  ? — nous 
en  ont  prives  pour  nous  jeter  sur  cet  aff'reux  roc  ? — qu'ils  nous 
rendent  a  nous-memes,  et  ils  se  trouveront  aflVanohis  de  tout 
soin  ;  ils  verront  si  on  leur  demande  rien."  En  attendant,  le 
Gouverneur  Lowe  efTectue  ses  reductions,  et  de  maniere  a  ce 
que  nous  avons  il  peine  le  neoessaire.  II  faut  que  ce  soit  bien 
fort,  puisque  des  gens  aussi  indiflerens  que  nous  puissions  nous 
en  appercevoir  et  nous  en  plaindre.  Nous  avons  ete  contraints 
de  renvoyer  huit  domestiques  Anglais,  qui  nous  etaient  indis- 
pensables  pour  la  ferme,  la  proprete  des  appartements,  et  les 
travaux  do  I'ecurie.  Le  vin  est  fixe  a  une  bouteille  par  tete, 
I'Empereur  compris  ;  une  bouteille  pour  une  mere  et  ses  en- 
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fants  :  tclles  sont  les  expressions.  Moi,  qui,  ayant  demeure 
dix  ans  en  Angleterre,  me  flatte  do  n'etre  point  etranger  aux 
moBurs  de  la  nation — vous,  Monseigneur,  qui  y  etes  demeure 
plusieurs  annees,  pourrez-vous  croire,  pourrez-vous  comprendre 
de  pareilles  mesures  ?  L'argenterie  de  voyage  de  I'Empereur, 
d'environ  trente  a  quarante  mille  francs,  va  etre  sa  ressource 
de  quelques  mois.  J'ai  quelque  peu  d'argent  en  Angleterre, 
la  ressource  etrangere  de  ma  femme  et  de  mes  enfants  ;  je 
I'ai  mise  a  ses  pieds  en  cas  qu'il  daigne  I'accepter.  Je  vous 
ai  parle  bieu  librement,  Monseigneur ;  aussi  cettc  lettre  vous 
parviendra-t-elle  I  j'en  doute.  On  a  etabli  ici  la  plus  severe 
inquisition  pour  derober  a  I'Europe  la  connaissance  d'une  aussi 
horrible  et  aussi  inexplicable  conduite.  Toutefois  je  doute 
qu'on  en  vienne  a  bout.  Bien  que  I'ile  soit  petite — que  nous 
ne  soyons  qu'un  point  dans  I'espace — nous  sommes  encore  vi- 
sites  par  un  trop  grand  nombre  de  bons  Anglais,  trop  indignes 
de  ce  qu'ils  voient,  pour  ne  pas  le  faire  connaitre  a  leurs  com- 
patriotes.  Du  reste,  I'Empereur,  pour  couper  court,  nous  a 
ordonne  une  fois  pour  tout  de  ne  lui  parler  plus  de  toutes  ces 
indignites,  et  demeure  calme  et  impassible  au  milieu  de  toutes 
ces  vexations.  Je  n'oserais  meme  pas  dire  qu'entierement  il 
ne  sourit  a  rignominie  dont  se  oouvrent  par  la  ses  ennemis, 
qui  ne  peuvent  manquer  d'exciter,  tot  ou  tard,  Findignation  de 
tous  les  cceurs  genereux. 


No.  48. 


Letter  of  Las  Cases  to  Lady  Clavering. 

10  Novembre,  1816. 
Depuis  que  j'habite  iin  autre  univers  voici  la  premiere  fois 
que  je  vous  aurai  ecrit  a  I'insfu  de  mes  surveillans.  Dieu 
veuille  que  cela  vous  parvienne  I  s'ils  I'arretent  ils  y  trouver- 
ont  une  preuve  de  leur  vexation  et  barbaric  ;  oelle  de  me  re- 
duire  a  taut  de  mystere  pour  des  communications  qui  ne  leur 
sont  d'aucun  interet,  que  sont  devenues  les  moments  ou  jene 
soupfonnais  pas  que  d'epanoher  librement  son  cceur  put  etre 
un  bonheur.  Nos  maux,  nos  peines,  nos  tristesses,  surpassent 
tout  ce  que  I'imagination  put  creer.  C'est  a  nous  une  grande 
force  d'ame  que  de  supporter  une  pareille  vie.  Les  bontes  et  la 
familiarite  du  plus  grand  homme  qui  fut  jamais,  du  meilleur, 
me  soutiennent  centre  tout;  mais  en  parlerai-je  jamais  ji 
vous — a  ceux  qui  me  sontchers'  que  j'ai  besoin  de  I'esperer! 
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Donnez  de  mes  nouvelles  a  ma  femme.  Je  n'entends  pas 
parler  de  cette  chere  Clementine  :  pourtaiit  elle  est  le  seul 
charme  de  mes  tristes  instants,  quelques  fois  je  m'imagine 
que  je  lui  ai  survecu  et  que  je  reste  pour  la  pleurer  :  ce  ne 

peut  etre  pour   long-temps Puissions-nous  du  moins 

nous  rencontrer  dans  un  meilleur  monde  1  Mon  fils  est  toute 
ma  consolation  ;  elle  est  grande,  parce  que  son  coeur  est  bon, 
sou  ame  belle,  et  qu'il  consacre  tons  ses  instants  a  me  rendre 
la  vie  plus  douce,  lorsqu'il  aurait  besoin  lui-meme  qu'on  la 
lui  rendit  plus  agreable.  J'espere  qu'il  fera  le  bonheur  de  sa 
mere.  Je  vous  delogue  et  tous  prie  de  lui  en  etre  une  se- 
conde  ;  je  I'eleve  a  le  meriter.  11  souflVe  beaucoup  ;  il  a  des 
palpitations  violentes  et  accompagnees  de  symptomes  tres- 
eflrayantes,  qui  m'inquietent  infiniment  et  comblent  mon  mal- 
heur.  Comment  n'ai-je  jamais  de  vos  nouvelles? — comment 
nos  oonnaissances  n'ont-elles  pas  penetre  jusqu'aux  bureau  ou 
ofBces  qui  me  les  transmettraient  ? — comment  n'avez-vous  pu- 
joindre  aucun  des  chefs  ou  des  ofRciers  qui  viennent  succes- 
sivement  en  mission  ici  ?  Mon  but  n'etant  que  d'avoir  des 
nouvelles,  mais  regulieres  et  souvent,  vous  n'ayant  a  me  par- 
ler que  de  vous  et  des  miens,  comment  ne  trouveriez-vous  pas 
a  pouvoir  ecrire  a  quelqu'un  ici  qui  me  lirait  vos  lettres  ou  me 
les  ferait  parvenir  ?  Je  serais  sur  du  moins  qu'elles  m'arri- 
veraient,  parcequ'elles  prendraient  la  route  publique,  et  non 
celle  des  offices,  ou  on  retient  nos  lettres,  si  meme  on  ne  les 
supprime.  Depuis  long-temps  je  ne  vous  ecris  plus ;  il  m'a 
6te  intime  d'en  discontinuer  le  ton  et  le  style.  Comme  il 
m'eut  ete  impossible  de  vous  mander  que  j'etais  fort  bien,  oe 
que  Ton  desirait  peut-etre,  j'ai  prefere  m'abstenir  toutefois. 
Je  vous  ecris  souvent  pour  ne  pas  me  priver  de  mes  plus  doux 
moments.  Puisse-je  un  jour  vous  faire  lire  tout  cela  !  Je 
parle  bien  souvent  aussi  de  vous  ;  vous  etes  desormais  bien 
connue  de  celui  que  j'aime.  J'ai  demandc  chez  moi  ou  a 
vous  des  efTets  de  toilette  vraiment  necessaires  ;  celui  qui 
vous  remettra  ceci  pourra  y  ajouter  de  vive  voix,  et  vous  in- 
diquer  des  moj'ens.  Je  vous  le  recommande  ;  il  est  fidele, 
et  m'a  bien  servi.  Vous  trouverez  ici  une  lettre  pour  le  Prince 
Lucien  a  Rome ;  faites-moi  le  plaisir  de  la  lui  faire  parvenir, 
mais  recopiee,  car  I'original  en  sa  fafon  doit  demeurer  en  se- 
cret, pour  que  je  puisse  peut-etre  encore  y  revenir.  Pourquoi 
ne  I'emplqiriez-vous  pas  aussi  vis-a-vis  de  moi  ?  Le  Prince 
sait  I'Auglais  a  merveille,  et  est  des  plus  aimables.  J'ima- 
gine  qu'il  ne  vous  deplaira  pas  d'entrer  en  correspondance  et 
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en  relation  aveo  lui  ou  tout  autre  de  la  famille.  Vous  en 
avez  desormais  les  moyens  ;  cela  peut  etre  agreable  un  jour 
pour  vos  eiifans,  pour  vous-meme,  si  jamais  vous  voyagez. 
Faites-moi  le  plaisir  de  nous  informer  si  Lord  Holland  aurait 
refu  un  paquet  que  je  lui  ai  adresse;  si  je  I'ai  fait  sans  le 
connaitre  personncUement,  il  trouvera  mon  excuse  dans  nos 
circonstances  et  I'estime  putlique  qu'il  inspire.  Je  sais  qu'il 
faut  bien  compter  sur  votre  amitie,  mais  je  connais  voti-e  bon 
coeur — je  sais  qu'il  s'interesse  aux  infortunes,  et  nous  le  som- 
mes  au-delii  de  toute  expression.  Q,ue  n'auriez-vous  quel- 
qu'un  pour  m'ecrire  sous  votre  dictee  ?  mais  il  devrait  etre 
bien  secret,  ou  toute  corresponpance  se  reduirait  a  une  seule 
lettre.  II  pourrait  faire  inserer  des  articles  dans  le  "  Times" 
et  le  "  Moraing  Chronicle,"  dont  la  lecture  nous  apprendrait 
que  ma  lettre  vous  est  parvenue.  Mon  plus  cher  desir  est  de 
savoir  de  vos  nouveiles,  et  d'etre  sur  que  vous  recevez  des 
notres.  10  Novembre,  1816.  Cinq  louis  a  donner  a  celui  qui 
remettra  ceci. 

Numero  19,  Portland  Place. 
Les  dernieres  nouvelles  que  nous  avons  reyu  sont  des  Bas, 
et  un  petit  bout  de  lettre  qui  semblait  nous  promettre  davant- 
^ge.     Nous  n' avons  plus  eu  de  nouvelles  de  vous. 


No.  49. 


Minutes  by  Major  Gorrequer  of  an  Interview  between 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  Count  Las  Cases  on  the  4th  of 
December,  1816. 

Having  accompanied  the  Governor  to  Count  Las  Cases'  on 
our  return  from  Longwood,  we  found  him  lying  down  on  his 
bed  complaining  of  indisposition  ;  he  arose,  however,  imme- 
diately, and  after  a  short  conversation  on  the  subject  of  his 
health,  the  Governor  said  he  had  received  his  letter,  but  not 
having  yet  seen  the  whole  of  his  papers  had  not  replied  to  it ; 
that  he  would  however  take  that  opportunity  of  making  some 
remarks  upon  certain  parts  of  it  where  his  acts  had  been  either 
misconceived  or  misrepresented;  that,  when  he  gave  his  con- 
sent to  his  addressing  him  a  letter,  he  did  not  expect  he  would 
make  use  of  that  occasion  of  conveying  the  reflections  it  con- 
tained upon  him.  The  Count  answered  he  would  most  will- 
ingly enter  into  any  explanation  upon  its  contents,  and  afford 
all  the  faciUty  possible  on  his  part ;  but  proposed  that  they 
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might  retire  to  the  adjoining  room  and  there  discuss  the  mat- 
ter in  private.  The  Governor  rephed  he  would  prefer  doing 
it  where  they  then  were  (young  Las  Cases  and  myself  being 
present).  The  Governor  then  began  reading  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  letter  he  had  received  from  Count  Las  Cases 
(above  alluded  to),  in  which  he  represented  his  arrest  as  the 
consequence  of  a  snare  laid  by  his  late  servant  ;  upon  which 
the  Governor  observed,  that  to  accuse  the  servant  was  mak- 
ing him  a  party  in  it,  as  the  servant  could  not  have  run  the 
risk  of  carrying  into  effect  such  a  design  without  his  knowl- 
edge ;  he  was  not  versed  in  the  practice  of  the  continental 
police,  but  conceived  that,  "  eii  tendant  unjnege  a  quelqu^un," 
the  agent  who  was  employed  in  executing  it  always  did  it 
with  the  privity  of  his  superior;  that  the  English  laws  would 
not  tolerate  such  a  proceeding — it  was  against  both  "T esprit 
et  la  morale  des  mmurs  Anglaises ;"  that,  could  he  have  been 
guilty  of  such  a  proceeding  as  that  of  employing  a  servant  to 
entrap  his  own  master  and  in  such  a  manner,  he  must  have 
considered  himself  a  "  ?nalhcmnete  homnie;"  but  that  the  dis- 
covery of  the  papers  in  Scott's  possession  was  made  by  his 
own  lather ;  a  part  of  them  only  had  been  found  the  first  day 
and  the  remainder  three  days  after.  (The  Governor  then  ex- 
plained in  what  manner  the  discovery  had  been  made,  and 
how  it  had  been  communicated  to  him,  and  informed  Count 
Las  Cases  the  man  was  still  in  confinement  for  it.)  He  an- 
swered, he  certainly  had  considered  it  as  a  snare  laid  for  him, 
that  it  had  all  the  appearance  of  it,  but  he  had  been  very 
careful  in  the  wording  of  that  paragraph  of  the  letter,  and  had 
made  use  of  the  words  "  seloii  toutesles  apparenced, ;"  that  it 
only  implicated  the  servant,  and  would  not  be  considered  as 
alluding  to  the  Governor's  being  privy  to  such  a  design ;  but 
now  that  the  Governor  assured  him  it  was  not  a  plot,  he  be- 
lieved it,  and  was  happy  to  be  undeceived.  The  Governor  re- 
marked that,  notwithstanding  what  he  said,  any  person  read- 
ing that  letter  would  view  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  imput- 
ing to  him  a  participation  in  the  transaction  ;  and  further,  that 
what  was  merely  stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  letter  as  an 
appearance  ["  selan  toutes  les  apyarences")  was  assumed  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  the  letter  as  a  fact,  and  inductions  drawn 
from  it.  The  Governor  then  commented  on  another  part  of 
the  letter,  wherein  Count  Las  Cases  complained  that  the  Gov- 
ernor had  not  trusted  to  his  delicacy  or  discretion  ;  that  the 
communication  of  his  regulations  came  accompanied  with  that 


No.  49.  LETTERS  A^      DOCUMENTS.  313 

of  the  penalties  annexed  to  t.ioir  violation.  He  then  at  great 
length  entered  into  a  recapitalatiou  of  the  steps  he  had  taken, 
of  the  cautions  he  had  given,  previous  to  his  framing  the  Reg- 
ulations which  he  had  transmitted  to  Longwood,  and  which 
were  founded  upon  the  instructions  he  had  received  from  his 
Government,  and  had  written  no  less  than  three  letters  an- 
terior to  the  date  of  the  Regulations  in  which  Count  Las 
Cases  was  particularly  specified  as  having  acted  in  opposition 
to  the  rules  then  in  existence  ;  that  he  was  cautioned  on 
them  all,  and  that  he  (the  Governor)  had  pointed  out  the 
manner  and  channel  of  their  communications,  and  had  also 
expressed  his  readiness  to  forward  all  their  letters  sent  in 
conformity  to  the  existing  Regulations,  and  to  give  them  the 
greatest  expedition  and  the  surest  means  of  conveyance.  The 
Governor  then  showed  copies  of  these  letters  to  Count  Las 
Cases,  and  made  him  read  those  passages  which  regarded 
him  ;  and  then  ohserved,  that  after  all  this  previous  counsel, 
some  of  which  was  given  in  an  amicable  manner,  the  remark 
was  unjust — it  was  an  accusation  he  did  not  merit.  Count 
Las  Cases  said  he  had  read  these  letters  and  Regulations,  hut 
beyond  that  had  not  reflected  upon  their  contents  ;  he  saw 
there  were  rules  established  and  punishments  attached  to 
their  infractions ;  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  bound  by 
them,  but  was  aware  of  the  penalties  he  incurred  in  violating 
them ;  he  had  infringed  them,  and  did  not  complain  of  the 
punishment  he  had  sufl^ered  ;  that  he  did  not  accuse  the  Gov- 
ernor— in  his  place  he  would  have  done  the  same.^  The 
Governor  next  noticed  another  sentence  of  the  letter,  in  which 
Count  Las  Cases  said,  "  le  piege  qui  lui  avail  ete  tendu  lui 
avail  donne  cette  occasion  furtive"  to  see  his  papers  ;  and 
observed  that,  however  guarded  he  might  have  been  in  the 
first  paragraph,  here  the  ''piege"  was  spoken  of  as  having 
actually  been  laid .  He  animadverted  upon  the  word  '  'furtive' ' 
which  was  a  revolting  one,  whatever  sense  might  be  given 
to  it  in  an  English  translation,  and  he  believed  was  equally 

'  In  Las  Cases'  printed  Journa]  (Dec.  1816)  all  that  he  says  of  this 
part  of  the  conversation  is,  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  afterward  went  on  to 
discuss  verbally  some  passages  in  ray  letters,  dwelling  particularly  upon 
certain  expressions  which,  he  represented  to  me  in  an  amicable  manner, 
could  not  but  be  disagreeable  to  him.  He  found  me  not  only  on  this 
occasion,  but  on  many  others  of  the  same  nature,  always  perfectly 
accommodating.  My  usual  answer  was  to  take  the  pen  immediately 
and  strike  out  or  modify  the  words  which  displeased  him." 

Vol.  IL— 0 
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BO  in  the  French  language.  Count  Las  Cases  answered,  that 
he  considered  the  expression  "  le  piege  qu'on  irUa  tendu"  could 
only  be  read  as  having  reference  to  the  first  paragraph  (quali- 
fied by  the  words  "  sdon  toutes  les  apparences") ;  he  had  used 
it  in  that  sense,  and  the  Governor  had  seen  with  how  much 
facility  and  "bonne  foi"  he  admitted  the  error  of  his  inference 
the  moment  he  had  told  him  that  no  snare  was  laid  for  him. 
With  regard  to  the  word  "furtive,"  he  first  defended  it  by 
saying  it  only  meant  accidental,  but  afterward  agreed  as  to 
its  offensive  sense,  and  immediately  erased  it,  drawing  his 
pen  across  the  word.  The  Governor  then  commented  on  the 
expression  "  qu'il  tenait  tin  crepe  funebre  etendu  sur  leurs 
tetes,"  and  observed  it  was  very  much  owing  to  themselves. 
He  next  adverted  to  the  concluding  sentence  of  his  letter, 
wherein  he  was  made  to  say,  "  qu'ils  ne  savaientpas  les  tri- 
bulations et  les  peines  qu'il  ressentait  lui-meme,"  &c.,  de- 
claring he  had  not  used  those  expressions  ;  that  he  could  not 
be  supposed  to  attach  such  a  sense  to  the  execution  of  the 
instructions  of  his  Government,  and  had  been  misunderstood ; 
that  he  had  merely  said  to  Count  Las  Cases  he  did  not  seem 
to  be  aware  of  the  particular  responsibility  of  his  charge. 
Count  Las  Cases  replied,  he  had  received  the  impression  that 
Buch  was  the  meaning  of  the  Governor's  words,  but  might 
have  misconceived  them,  and  he  would  alter  the  passage  if 
the  Governor  thought  proper:'  as  for  the  "  crepe  funebre," 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  it  was  he  who  had  spread  it,  he  only 
said  he  kept  it  so.  The  Governor  stated  he  considered  that 
one  of  the  most  objectionable  parts  of  the  Journal  was  the 
insertion  of  the  letter  from  Count  Montholon,  wherein  a 
number  of  gross  misstatements  were  made  in  regard  to  him 
(although  this  was  but  a  trifle  with  respect  to  the  more  serious 
matter  it  contained),  and  in  which  he  was  accused  of  retain- 
ing letters,  and  (to  show  the  obstinacy  in  persevering  to  mis- 
represent him)  where  a  compliment  was  also  paid  to  another 
for  an  act  for  which,  if  there  was  any  acknowledgment  to  be 
made,  it  was  due  to  him,  as  the  circumstance  referred  to  was 
entirely  the  effect  of  his  own  suggestion.  Count  Las  Cases 
said  it  had  never  been  known  at  Longwood  ;  that  they  were 

'  The  passage  as  it  now  stands  in  the  printed  Journal  is — "  Vous 
m'avez  parle  de  vos  peines,  M.  le  Gouverneur ;  nous  ne  soup(;onnons 
pas,  m'avez  vous  dit,  toutes  vos  tribulations  ;  mais  chacun  ne  connait, 
ne  sent  que  son  mal.  Vous  ne  soupcjonnez  pas  non  plus  le  crepe  funJ- 
bre  que  vous  tenez  etendu  sur  Longwood." 
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in  the  best  disposition  in  the  world  to  view  things  as  they 
reallj'  were,  and  would  be  found  ready  at  all  times  to  express 
their  acknowledgment.  The  Governor  answered,  all  he  want- 
ed was  justice  and  truth.  He  then  showed  the  Count  a  copy 
of  a  letter  he  had  written  to  General  Montholon,  which  had 
never  been  answered,  requesting  some  explanation  on  certain 
parts  of  the  one  above  mentioned,  which  referred  to  the  de- 
tention of  some  letters  received  through  him,  and  of  others 
returned  to  Europe  after  arriving  here ;  he  would  also  find 
in  it  some  animadversions  upon  himself  for  displaying  much 
activity  in  disseminating  the  contents  of  Count  Montholon's 
letter.  Count  Las  Cases  read  it,  and  said  he  certainly  ad- 
mitted his  activity  in  giving  currency  to  the  contents  of  Count 
Montholon's  letter  ;  and  that,  with  regard  to  one  of  his  letters 
stated  to  have  been  detained  thirty-five  days  after  its  arrival 
here  before  he  received  it,  that  was  true  ;  and  he  had  also 
been  informed  that  another  letter  was  received  to  his  addre.ss 
which  had  never  been  transmitted  to  him,  but  did  not  know 
to  what  the  other  allusion  was  directed.  The  Governor  re- 
plied, he  felt  he  was  exposed  by  his  situation  to  misstatements ; 
that  he  could  have  easily  repelled  all  these  attacks  by  imme- 
diately producing  proof  to  the  contrary,  but  did  not  think  they 
merited  it ;  that,  however,  in  the  instance  of  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Count  Las  Cases  which  had  been  so  long  detained, 
he  would  refer  him  to  me,  as  I  knew  how  it  occurred  ;  that 
the  letter  had  been  left  at  his  office,  and  put  into  a  box  with 
other  papers  without  his  being  aware  of  it  ;  it  was  afterward 
observed  accidentally  by  me  and  sent  to  him.  This  state- 
ment I  confirmed.  Count  Las  Cases  remarked  how  easily 
many  misconceptions  might  be  removed  by  a  personal  ex- 
planation, and  "  un  raccommodement"  effected;  how  happy 
he  would  be  at  a  "rapprochement"  were  he  even  the  sacri- 
fice, "  le  bouc  d'emission  ;"  and  would  most  viHllingly  submit 
to  be  considered  as  having  acted  wrong.  The  Governor  said 
it  was  not  "un  rapprochement"  he  desired,  but  truth.  As 
we  were  about  to  depart,  Count  Las  Cases  said  to  the  Gov- 
ernor he  had  a  request  to  make  in  which  he  felt  assured  of 
his  acquiescence,  which  was,  that,  in  case  he  communicated 
any  part  of  the  letter  he  (Count  Las  Cases)  had  written  to 
him  to  Longwood,  he  would  make  known  the  whole  of  its 
contents ;  to  which  the  Governor  assented.  We  then  left 
Eoss  Cottage. 
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No.  50. 
Le  Comte  Bertrand  a  I'honneur  dc  f'aire  sus  compliments  a 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur,  et  de  lui  adresser  une  note  des  pa- 
piers  qui  ont  du  se  trouver  chez  Monsieur  le  Comte  de  Laa 
Cases,  et  qu'il  est  prie  de  renvoyer  a  Longwood. 
LoNGwooD,  ce  30  Nmcmirc,  1816. 

Note  des  Papiers  qui  ont  du  se  trouver  chez  Monsieur  le 
Comte  de  Las  Cases,  et  que  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur  est 
prie  de  remettre. 

1.  II  manque  a  la  '  Campagne  d'ltalie,'  composee  de  vingi 
chapitres,  le  premier,  le  treizieme,  et  le  neuvieme  ;  ainsi  que 
beaucoup  de  notes  qui  etaient  sur  feuUle  volante. 

2.  II  doit  aussi  exister  la  premiere  minute  de  ces  materiaux 
sur  la  '  Campagne  d'ltalie  ;'  ainsi  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur 
doit  avoir  tout  ce  qui  est  relatif  a  cet  ouvrage. 

■  3.  Dans  lepaquet  des  pieces  officielles  il  manque  beaucoup 
de  minutes,  de  reponses,  et  d'observations,  de  plaintes  qui  de- 
vaient  etre  joints  aux  lettres  de  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur. 

4.  Un  journal  tres  volumineux  que  le  Comte  de  Las  Cases 
avait  redige  par  ordre,  et  ou  etait  relate,  jour  par  jour,  tout  ce 
qui  nous  etait  arrive  depuis  le  depart  de  Paris.  Le  Comte  Las 
Cases  y  avait  place  beaucoup  d'extraits  de  conversation  de 
I'Empereur  ;  cet  ouvrage  n' etait  pas  destine  a  etre  communi- 
que. II  est  necessaire  comme  le  seul  memorandum  de  ce  qui 
s'est  passe.  II  doit  en  exister  deux  expeditions,  I'une  le  pre- 
mier brouillon,  I'autre  la  copie  revisee  aux  trois  quarts  au  net. 
Le  Comte  Las  Cases  devait,  lorsque  tout  aurait  ete  revise  au 
net,  le  soumettre  a  I'Empereur  pour  qu'il  put  y  examiner  ci- 
dans ;  il  etait  necessaire  de  souvenir  et  annoter  le  reste. 

5.  II  peut  y  avoir  d'autres  ecritures  indifferentes  en  elles- 
meraes,  et  qui  sent  etrangeres  a  la  lettre  du  Comte  Las  Cases 
a  Lady  Clavering,  qui  a  ete  remise  par  son  domestique  le  24 
du  courant,  et  qui  a  donne  lieu  a  tous  ces  evenements. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand. 
LoNawooD,  ce  30  Nmemhre,  1816. 


No.  51. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

B.4.LC0MBE  CoTTAaE,  Dcc.  4,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Comme  une  consequence  de 
ma  lettro  du  30  Novembre  dernier,  et  autant  que  peut  i'ad- 
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mettre  ma  circonstance  presente,  et  aussi  autant  et  pour  tant 
que  les  lois  m'autorisent  a  le  faire  pour  m'assurer  leur  pleine 
et  entiere  protection,  je  vous  demande  authentiquement  et  for- 
mellement  de  vouloir  bien  m'oloigner  de  Ste.  Helene  et  me 
rendre  a  la  liberie,  me  reforant  du  reste,  en  toutes  choses,  a 
rentier  contenu  de  ma  lettre  susmentionnee  du  30  Novembre 
dernier. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  avec  una  haute  consideration,  &c. 

Le  Comte  de  Las  Cases. 


No.  52. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hxtdson  lowe. 

Decembre  6,  1816. 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Dans  mes  lettres  du  30  No- 
vembre  et  du  4  Decembre  dernier,  qui  traitaient  toutes  deux 
de  ma  situation  politique,  j'aurais  cru  peu  digne  et  peu  con- 
venable  de  meler  un  seul  mot  de  ma  situation  domestique, 
mais  aujourd'hui  que,  par  suite  de  ces  deux  memos  lettres, 
je  me  regarde  comme  rentre  dans  la  masse  de  vos  adminis- 
tres,  a  titre  de  passager  accidentel  dans  votre  ile,  je  n'he- 
site  pas  a  vous  entretenir  de  toute  I'horreur  de  ma  situa- 
tion privee.  Yous  connaissez  I'etat  affreux  de  la  sante  de 
mon  fils,  [les  symptomes  alarmants  dont  il  est  environne  et 
qui  me  dechirent,]  les  personnes  de  I'art  doivent  vous  en  avoir 
instruit :  depuis  qu'il  a  vu  se  briser  le  lien  cher  et  sacre  qui 
nous  attachait  a  Longwood,  toutes  ses  idees,  ses  voeux,  ses  es- 
perances  se  sont  tournes  vers  I'Europe,  et  son  mal  va  s'ac- 
croitre  de  toute  I'impatience  et  de  tout  le  pouvoir  de  I'imagi- 
nation.  Yoila  sa  situation  physique  ;  elle  rend  ma  situation 
morale  pire  encore,  si  c'est  possible.  J'ai  a  combattre  tout  a 
la  fois  et  la  tendresse  du  ccEur  et  les  inquietudes  de  I'esprit ; 
je  ne  me  vois  pas,  sans  effroi,  responsable  a  moi-meme,  de 
I'avoir  amene  ici  et  d'etre  la  cause  qu'on  I'y  retiendrait. 
Q,ue  repondrais-je  a  une  mere  qui  me  le  redemandrait  ?  que 
repondrais-je  a  la  foule  des  oisifs  et  des  indifferents  memo 
toujours  empresses  de  juger  et  de  condamner  ?  Je  ne  parle 
point  de  ma  propre  sante  ;  elle  m'importe  peu  dans  de  telles 
emotions  et  de  telles  anxietes  :  toutefois  je  me  trouve  dans  un 
etat  de  debilite  absolue  vraiment  deplorable.  Depuis  que 
je  n'ai  plus  sous  les  yeux  la  cause  qui  tenait  en  exercice  les 
forces  de  mon  ame,  mon  corps  plie  sous  les  ravages  effrayants 
4'un  an  et  demi  de  combats,  d'epreuves,  de  secousses  tels  que 
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I'imagination  a  de  la  peine  a  les  suivre  ;  je  ne  suis  plus  au- 
pres  de  I'objet  auguste  auquel  je  oonsacrais  avec  channe  les 
peines  de  ma  vie  ;  je  n'en  demeure  pas  moins  eloigne  de  ma 
iamille,  dont  le  sacrifice  m'avait  tout  dechire  :  mon  coBur  se 
brise  entre  deux  ;  prive  de  chacuii,  il  s'egare  dans  un  abime ; 
il  ne  saurait  y  resister  long-tems,  Je  vous  laisse,  Monsieur  le 
Gouverneur,  a  peser  ces  considerations  :  ne  faites  point  deux 
victimes  ;  je  vous  prie  de  nous  envoyer  en  Angleterre  a  la 
source  de  la  science  et  des  secours  de  toute  espece,  Ce  sera 
la  premiere,  la  seule  demande  d'aucune  espece  qui  sera  sortie 
de  moi  vers  vous  ou  votre  predeeesseiir  ;  raais  le  malheureux 
etat  de  mon  fils  I'emporte  sur  mon  stoicisrne — n'atteindra-t-il 
pas  votre  humanite  ?  Un  bon  nombre  de  motifs  peuvent  aider 
encore  votre  decision  :  ma  lettre  du  30  Novembre  les  ren- 
ferme  tous.  J'ajouterai  seulement  ici  I'occasion  precieuse 
pour  vous  d'exposer  a  tons  les  yeux  une  grande  et  rare  im- 
partialite  en  envoyant  ainsi  vous-meme  a  vos  ministres  pre- 
cisement  un  de  vos  adversaires. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  avec  une  haute  consideration. 

Le  Comte  de  Las  Cases. 

P.S.  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur,  en  me  playant  ici,  vous  me 
fites  I'honneur  de  me  dire  que  ce  serait  pour  peu  de  jours  : 
oserais-je  vous  demander,  si  c'est  toujours  votre  intention  de 
me  transporter  ailleurs  ?  I'esperance  alors  soutiendrait  un  cour- 
age dont  j'ai  besoin.  Je  suis  en  face  de  Longwood  ;  la  dis- 
tance est  petite ;  je  le  rencontre  a  chaque  instant  du  jour. 
Cette  perpetuelle  attraction,  perpetuellement  combattue,  ce 
petit  voisinage,  et  cette  grande  distance,  ce  regard  toujours 
tendu  sans  jamais  rien  voir,  cet  objet  sans  cesse  offert  et  sans 
cesse  retire,  il  y  a  la  quelque  chose  de  I'enfer  des  anoiens, 
supplies  des  plus  poignants  ;  et  ne  croyez  pas  que  ceci  soit  de 
la  declamation  ou  de  I'esprit ;  j'eprouve,  je  vous  I'assure,  bien 
plus  que  je  ne  I'exprime  ;  il  pent  etre  bien  des  fauatismes. 


No.  53. 
To  Count  Las  Cases. 

Longwood,  Disc.  11,  1816. 

Mon  CHER  Comte  Las  Cases — Mon  cceur  sent  vivement  ce 

que  vous  eprouvez ;  arrache  il  y  a  quinze  jours  d'aupres  de  moi, 

vous  etes  enferme  depuis  cette  epoque  au  secret,  sans  que  j'aie 

pu  recevoir  ni  vous  donner  aucunes  nouvelles,  sans  que  vous 
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ayez  communique  avec  qui  que  ce  soit,  Fran9ais  ou  Anglais, 
prive  meme  d'un  domestique  de  votre  choix.  Votre  conduite 
a  Ste.  Helene  a  ete  comme  votre  vie,  honorable  et  sans  re- 
proche — j'aime  a  vous  le  dire.  Votre  lettre  a  un  de  vos 
amis  de  Londres  n'a  rien  de  reprehensible  ;  vous  y  epanchez 
votre  coeur  dans  le  sein  de  I'amitie ;  cette  lettre  est  pareiUe  a 
huit  ou  dix  autres  que  vous  avez  ecrites  a  la  meme  personne, 
et  que  vous  avez  envoyees  decachetees.  Le  Commandant  de 
ce  pays,  ayant  eu  I'indelicatesse  d'epier  les  expressions  que 
vous  confiez  a  I'amitie,  vous  en  a  fait  des  reproches  der- 
nierement,  vous  a  menace  de  vous  renvoyer  de  I'ile,  si  vos 
lettres  contenaient  davantage  des  plaintes  contre  lui ;  il  a, 
par  la,  viole  le  premier  devoir  de  sa  place,  le  premier  article 
de  ses  instructions,  et  le  premier  sentiment  de  I'honneur.  II 
vous  a  ainsi  autorise  a  chercher  les  moyens  de  faire  arriver 
vos  epanchements  dans  le  sein  de  vos  amis,  et  de  leur  faire 
oonnaitre  la  conduite  ooupable  de  ce  Commandant.  Mais 
vous  avez  ete  bien  simple.  Votre  confiance  a  ete  bien  facile 
a  surprendre.  On  attendait  un  pretexte  de  se  saisir  de  vos 
papiers,  mais  votre  lettre  a  votre  amie  de  Londres  n'a  pu  au- 
toriser  une  descente  de  police  chez  vous,  puisqu'elle  ne  con- 
tient  aucune  trame  ni  aucun  mystere — qu'elle  n'est  que  1' ex- 
pression d'un  cceur  noble  et  franc  ;  la  conduite  illegale,  pre- 
cipitee,  qu'on  a  tenue  a  cette  occasion,  porte  le  cachet  d'une 
haine  personnelle  bien  basse.  Dans  les  pays  les  moins  civili- 
s6s,  les  exiles,  les  prisonniers,  meme  les  criminels  sont  sous  la 
protection  des  lois  et  des  magistrats  ;  oeux  qui  sont  preposes 
a  leur  garde  out  des  chefs  dans  I'ordre  administratif  et  judici- 
aire  qui  les  surveillent.  Sur  ce  rocher  I'homme  qui  fait  des 
reglements  les  plus  absurdes  les  execute  avec  violence ;  il 
transgresse  toutes  les  lois  ;  personne  ne  contient  les  ecarts  de 
ses  passions.  Le  Prince  Regent  ne  pourra  jamais  etre  instruit 
de  la  conduite  que  Ton  tient  en  son  nom  :  on  s'est  refuse  a  lui 
faire  passer  mes  lettres  ;  on  a  renvoye  avec  emportement  les 
plaintes  qu'adressait  le  Cdmte  de  Montholon,  et  depuis  on  a 
fait  oonnaitre  au  Comte  Bertrand  qu'on  ne  recevrait  aucunes 
lettres  si  elles  etaient  libelles  comme  ells  I'avaient  ete  jusqu'a 
cette  heure.  On  environne  Longwood  d'un  mystere  qu'on 
voudrait  rendre  impenetrable  pour  cacher  une  conduite  crimi- 
nelle,  et  qui  laisse  soupfonner  de  plus  criminelles  intentions. 
Par  des  bruits  repandus  avec  astuce,  on  voudrait  donner  le 
change  aux  officiers,  aux  voyageurs,  aux  habitans,  et  meme 
aux  agents  que  Ton  dit  que  I'Autriche  et  la  Hussie  entretien- 
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nent  en  ce  jn.)'s.     Sans  doute  que  Ton  trompe  de  meme  le  Gou- 
vernement  Anglais  pav  des  recits  adroits  et  mensongers.    On  a 
saisi  vos  papiers,  parmi  lesquels  on  savait  qu'il  y  en  avait  qui 
m'appartenaient,  sans  aucune  formalite,  a  cote  de  ma  cham- 
bre,  avec  un  eclat  et  une  joie  feroce ;  j'en  fus  prevenu  peu  de 
momens  apres,  je  mis  la  tete  a  la  fenetre,  et  je  vis  qu'on  vous 
enlevait ;  un  nombreux  Etat-Major  caracolait  autour  de  la 
maison  ;  il  me  parut  voir  des  habitans  de  la  Mer  du  Sud 
daeser  autour  des  prisonniers  qu'ils  allaient  devorer.     Votre 
s<>8iete  m'etait  necessaire  ;  seal  vous  lisez,  vous  parlez,  ct  en- 
'  mdez  I'Anglais  :  combien  vous  avez  passe  de  nuits  pendant 
aes  maladies  I     Cependant  je  vous  engage,  et  an  besoin  je 
rous  ordonne,  de  requerir  le  Commandant  de  ce  pays  de  vous 
renvoyer  sur  le  continent.     II  ne  pent  point  s'y  refuser  puis- 
qu'il  n'a  action  sur  vous  que  par  Facte  volontaire  que  vous 
avez  signe  :  ce  sera  pour  moi  une  grande  consolation  que  de 
vous  savoir  en  chemin  pour  de  plus  fortunes  pays.     Arrive 
en  Europe,  soit  que  vous  alliez  en  Angleterre  ou  que  vous 
retourniez  dans  la  patrie,  oubliez  le  souvenir  des  maux  qu'on 
vous  a  fait  souffrir ;  vantez  vous  de  la  fidelite  que  vous  m'avez 
montree,  et  de  toute  1' affection  que  je  vous  porte.  Si  vous 
voyez  un  jour  ma  femme  et  mon  fils,  embrassez-Ies.     Depuis 
deux   ans  je  n'en   ai   aucune   nouvelle,  ni  directe  ni  indi- 
recte.     II  y  a  dans  ce  pays  depuis  six  mois  un  botaniste  Alle- 
mand  qui  les  a  vus  dans  le  Jardin  de  Schoenbrunn  quelques 
mois  avant  son  depart :  les  barbares  ont  empeohe  soigneuse- 
ment  qu'il  ne  vint  me  donner  leurs  nouvelles.     Toutefois, 
consolez-vous  et  consolez  mes  amis :  mon  corps  se  trouve,  il 
est  vrai,  au  pouvoir  de  la  haine  de  mes  ennemis ;  ils  n'oublient 
rien  de  ce  qui  peut  assouvir  leur  vengeance,  ils  me  tuent  a 
coups  d'epingle,  mais  la  Providence  est  trop  juste  pour  qu'elle 
permette  que  cela  se  prolonge  long-temps ;  encore  I'insalubrite 
de  ce  climat  devorant,  le  manque  de  tout  ce  qui  entretient  la 
vie,  mettront,  je  le  sens,  un  terme  prompt  a  cette  existence, 
dont  les  derniers  moments  seront  un  aote  d'opprobre  pour  le 
caractere  Anglais,  et  I'Europe  signalera  un  jour  avec  horreur 
cet  homme  astucieux  et  mechant ;  les  vrais  Anglais  le  desa- 
voueront  pour  Breton.     Comme  tout  porte  a  penser  qu'on  ne 
vous  permettra  pas  de  venir  me  voir  avant  votre  depart,  re- 
cevez  mes  embrassements  et  rassuranco  de  mon  estime  et  de 
mon  amitie.     Soyez  heureux. 

Votre  devoue, 
(Signe)  Napoleon. 
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No.  54. 

To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  December  16,  1816. 
Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  ac- 
cording to  your  desire,  the  substance  of  some  conversations 
which  took  place  between  General  Bonaparte  and  myself  on 
the  12th  and  subsequent  days,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect  the 
words,  without,  however,  following  exactly  the  order  of  the 
days,  which  would  cause  too  much  repetition  ;  neither  have 
I  in  any  considerable  degree  moderated  his  words  or  expres- 
sions, as  you  desired  to  be  made  acquainted  as  exactly  as  pos- 
sible with  them.  I  informed  him  that  he  had  been  entirely 
mistaken  in  his  supposition  that  the  original  of  the  "  Cam- 
paigns of  Italy"  and  some  other  papers  had  been  detained  far 
the  purpose  of  copying  them  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  had 
been  invariably  respected  and  not  looked  at  by  any  person  ; 
that  whenever  Count  Las  Cases  pointed  out  any  paper  or 
papers  as  belonging  to  him  (General  Bonaparte),  such  were 
immediately  put  to  one  side  and  not  looked  in ;  that  the  whole 
of  the  examination  was  carried  on  in  Las  Cases'  presence, 
and  that,  when  finished,  the  papers  were  sealed  by  Las  Cases 
himself  and  put  into  a  trunk,  which  trunk  also  was  sealed  by 
him  and  not  opened  again  unless  in  his  (Las  Cases')  presence  ; 
that,  moreover,  there  was  a  letter  inclosed  in  the  last  parcel 
of  papers  delivered  to  Count  Bertrand,  written  by  young  De 
Las  Cases,  testifying  that  they  had  been  respected  ;  that  you 
had  on  a  former  period,  when  delivering  a  parcel  to  Co\int 
Bertrand,  called  his  attention  to  observe  that  it  was  sealed  by 
Las  Cases,  and  that  you  had  begged  him  to  assure  General 
Bonaparte,  in  the  most  official  manner  possible,  that  you  had 
not  read  a  word  oi'  what  they  contained  ;  and  that  you  had 
repeated  this  assurance  on  delivering  the  last  parcel  also. 
After  a  good  deal  of  persuasion  I  succeeded  in  making  him 
believe  that  the  papers  had  not  been  copied  or  looked  at.  He 
acknowledged  that  Bertrand  had  given  him  such  an  assur- 
ance on  your  part,  but  said  that  he  had  not  given  credit  to  it, 
partly  in  consequence  of  the  delay,  and  because  the  papers 
had  not  been  returned  all  together.  He  also  said  that  young 
Las  Cases'  letter  only  contained  an  assurance  from  you  that 
they  had  been  respected.  I  took  an  opportunity  of  telling  him 
that  you,  instead  of  being  personally  his  enemy  or  being  in- 
stigated by  malice  toward  him,  as  he  supposed,  had  actually 

o* 
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writtiiii  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  causing  an  amelioration 
in  his  situation  in  some  degree  by  lessening  some  of  the  re- 
strictions, &c.  He  replied,  "  I  do  not  believe  it ;  a  Govern- 
ment 2000  leagues  off  can  only  give  general  instructions. 
They  could  not  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  locality 
of  the  place  to  give  such  minute  details.  No,  no  ;  he  sug- 
gests such  and  such  restrictions  to  them,  and  tells  them  that 
they  are  necessary,  and  that  he  can  not  be  answerable  for  my 
person  unless  they  are  complied  with,  and  in  answer  they  tell 
him  to  do  what  he  thinks  proper,  '  e  un  cattivo  uomo.'  "  I 
replied  that  the  orders  were  very  strict,  much  more  so  than 
they  had  been  in  the  Admiral's  time,  and  that  you  could  not 
deviate  from  them.  He  said,  "  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  orders 
are  very  bad,  perhaps  worse  than  himself;  I  believe  that  Lord 
Bathurst  has  given  him  wicked,  infamous,  and  dishonorable 
orders.  I  have  no  doubt  whatsoever  that,  if  he  has  not  given 
him  written  orders  to  assassinate  me,  he  has  given  verbal 
ones  (a  voce).  Every  thing  seems  to  confirm  it — all  this  mys- 
tery and  secrecy.  When  it  is  wished  to  dispatch  a  man  se- 
cretly (quando  si  vuol  trucidar  un  uomo  secretamente),  the 
first  operations  are  always  commenced  by  cutting  off  all  com- 
munications between  him  and  the  world — by  enveloping  him 
with  mystery  and  secrecy,  in  order  that  at  their  leisure  they 
may  make  away  with  him,  after  having  accustomed  people 
to  neither  see  or  hear  any  thing  about  him  ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  effect  it.  He  will  send  away  all  the  French 
people  from  about  me  by  degrees.  You  see  he  has  already 
commenced  by  taking  away  Las  Cases  and  some  of  the  serv- 
ants, to-morrow  or  next  day  Montholon  will  go,  by-and-by  all 
the  rest ;  and  then,  when  a  fit  opportunity  occurs,  when  I  am 
surrounded  by  spies  of  his  and  fit  instruments  for  him  to  work 
upon,  he  will  dispatch  me  according  to  his  instructions  from 
Lord  Bathurst.  Perhaps  he  is  not  so  bad  as  Lord  Bathurst 
or  his  instructions,  but  he  will  do  it  to  pay  his  court  to  him. 
Lord  Bathurst  is  a  wicked  man  ;  1  heard  so  before  I  arrived 
here,  and  that  I  had  nothing  good  to  expect  from  him."  I 
endeavored  in  vain  to  convince  him  of  the  groundlessness  of  his 
suspicions,  and  that  he  had  completely  mistaken  Lord  Bath- 
urst's,  yours,  and  indeed  the  English  character  altogether.  He 
replied,  "  1  am  sure  there  is  some  bad  object  in  view.  If  not, 
why  all  this  mystery  and  secrecy — this  sending  away  of  the 
servants  ?  If  not,  they  would  treat  me  well — treat  me  in  such 
a  manner  as  not  to  be  afraid  that  every  thing  might  be  known 
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and  even  published.  No,  no ;  the  intention  is  to  put  me  under- 
ground, because  then  there  will  be  no  more  fear  about  any 
new  troubles  in  France  through  me.  It  is  the  only  sure  way. 
'  II  n'y  a  que  les  morts  qui  ne  reviennent  pas. '  He  has  evidently 
some  bad  intention  at  bottom  by  his  indirect  and  crooked  man- 
ner of  proceeding,  his  secrets  and  mystery :  '  un  uomo  sinis- 
tro.'  There  is  nothing  English  in  all  this  proceeding,  nothing 
characteristic  of  the  English  nation  in  this  darkness.  It  is 
all  Sicilian."  I  spoke  to  him  at  length  about  the  state  of 
affairs  ;  that  it  was  my  opinion  you  wished  to  accommodate 
matters  as  much  as  lay  in  your  power,  and  as  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  circumstances  would  admit.  He  replied,  "  If  he 
asks  you  any  thing  about  my  thoughts,  tell  him  that  I  intend 
writing  a  protest  to  the  Prince  Regent  against  this  barbarous 
conduct  toward  me  ;  that  I  consider  his  detaining  Las  Cases 
in  custody  when  there  is  nothing  against  him,  except  sending  a 
letter  of  complaints,  illegal.  Let  him  either  try  him,  send  him 
back  here,  or  send  him  off  the  island.  He  only  came  here  on 
my  account,  and  now  he  is  deprived  of  that.  As  to  the  accom- 
modation you  speak  of,  if  he  is  desirous  really  of  it,  let  him 
begin  by  releasing  Las  Cases  or  else  sending  him  off  the  island 
altogether.  Tell  him  all  is  in  his  own  power.  I  have  no  favors 
to  grant  or  places  to  give  away.  I  can  do  him  neither  good 
nor  Svil.  Let  him  take  away  his  sentinels  until  nine  o'clock ; 
take  away  his  restrictions  about  speaking  to  people ;  in  fact,  let 
him  in  a  few  words  put  things  upon  the  same  footing  they  were 
in  the  Admiral's  time,  or  something  equivalent  to  it,  as  I  told 
you  a  few  days  back :  this  will  be  tolerable,  and  was  approved 
of  by  his  Grovernment."  I  shortly  afterward  spoke  to  him 
about  Sir  Thomas  Strange,  and  said  that  his  motive  for  wish- 
ing to  see  him  was  in  order  to  pay  him  a  mark  of  respect, 
which  he  thought  due  to  such  a  character,  and  not  from 
curiosity.  He  appeared  pleased  at  this,  and  said  (at  first),  "  If 
that  is  the  case,  let  him  go  to  Bertrand  and  tell  him  that  his 
intention  is  not  to  come  and  see  me  as  if  I  was  an  elephant  or 
some  other  wild  beast,  but  merely  a  visit  of  respect,  and  '  allora 
si  ricevra.'  "  Shortly  afterward,  however,  he  said,  "  If  the 
Governor  asks  you  any  thing  about  it,  tell  him  that  '  le  genti 
seppelite  non  ricevono  le  visite  ;'  '  les  gens  dans  un  tombeau  ne 
recoivent  pas  de  visites,'  "  repeated  he  in  French,  "  for  he  has 
literally  put  me  in  a  tomb.  Besides,  he  has  ordered  that,  when 
any  strangers  are  allowed  to  visit  me,  none  of  the  Generals  or 
others  of  my  suite  are  to  be  present,  so  that  I  could  not  even 
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send  for  Madame  Bertrand  to  interpret  lor  me  il  he  did  not 
speak  French.  Besides,  also,  I  have  lost  Las  Cases,  and  no  one 
else  can  interpret,  as  one  can  not  always  send  for  a  lady."  I 
explained  to  him  that  the  reason  of  restricting  strangers  from 
making  use  of  the  same  pass  to  enable  them  to  converse  with 
any  of  his  suite,  arose  from  Las  Cases  having  on  some  occasions 
taken  strangers  into  his  room,  and  there  showed  and  read  unto 
them  letters  containing  false  statements  and  accusations  re- 
specting you ;  that,  however,  you  had  said  that  might  be  easily 
settled,  as  you  had  reserved  to  yourself  a  right  to  grant  such 
permission  on  the  pass,  and  that  you  said  that  you  had  no 
objection  to  strangers  seeing  any  or  the  whole  of  his  family, 
and  that  you  would  give  a  pass  bearing  that  tenor  to  Sir 
Thomas  Strange.  I  also  mentioned  that  the  Ministers  were 
not  instigated  by  any  personal  vengeance,  hatred,  or  malice 
toward  him  ;  that  the  principal  reason  (I  believe)  he  had  been 
sent  to  St.  Helena  was  from  apprehensions  that  turbulent  and 
intriguing  people  in  different  parts  of  Europe  would  endeavor 
to  foment  and  excite  discord,  rebellion,  and  new  wars  there  if 
he  was  allowed  to  remain  in  it,  by  availing  themselves  of  his 
name  and  reputation  to  aggrandize  themselves,  and  otherwise 
answer  their  several  purposes.  I  also  expressed  my  firm  belief 
that  you  were  willing  to  (or  as  far  as  lay  in  your  power)  ac- 
commodate matters  and  ameliorate  his  condition.  When  1 
mentioned  the  apprehension  respecting  turbulent  people,  he 
said,  "  Then  the  only  way  to  insure  people  not  being  able  to 
make  use  of  my  name  for  the  future  is  to  dispatch  me  (truci- 
darmi),  and  the  sooner  the  better.  This  is  the  only  effectual 
remedy."  With  respect  to  what  Las  Cases  had  done,  he  said 
that  Las  Cases,  though  he  was  a  man  of  talent,  was  notwith- 
standing a  coglione  in  some  things — for  example,  in  showing 
the  letters  as  he  had  done,  and  trusting  a  slave.  But  he  said 
it  was  a  piece  of  coglioneria  to  give  written  orders  that  no 
stranger  should  speak  to  any  of  his  suite,  though  Jie  had  a  pass 
entitling  him  to  speak  to  him,  and  then  to  give  a  verbal  mess- 
age purporting  the  contrary.  Besides,  he  said,  he  would  not 
consent  to  allow  you  to  permit  people  to  speak  to  his  suite  or 
not  according  to  your  pleasure.  He  then  spoke  about  accom- 
modating matters  nearly  in  the  same  strain  as  before,  and 
continued,  "  But  I  do  not  believe  that  he  really  desires  it.  I 
believe  it  is  all  '  per  gettare  la  polvere  negli  occhi,'  or  else  he 
has  received  some  letters  from  England.  I  think,  however,  it 
is  '  per  gettare  la  polvere  negli  occhi,  per  coglionare  questo 
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giudice  ;'  that  he,  heing  a  man  of  some  consequence,  might, 
when  he  got  to  England,  say  that  it  is  all  my  fault  that  I 
do  not  see  whoever  I  like  ;  and  that  I  am  treated  with  all 
the  kindness  possible.  It  was  with  a  similar  intention,  'per 
gettare  la  polvere,'  that  he  persuaded  Lady  Lowe  to  come  up 
here  the  other  day  and  call  upon  Madame  Bertrand — '  per 
coglionare  la  gente,'  and  make  them  believe  that  we  were  on 
the  best  terms.  Not  that  I  believe,"  continued  he,  "  that  he 
made  his  wife  acquainted  with  his  designs,  but  the  time  was 
chosen  badly  while  Las  Cases  was  in  prison — for  every  one 
gives  her  a  good  character.  He  has  all  the  '  scaltrezza 
Siciliana.'  "  After  musing  for  a  while  he  said,  "  What  a 
coglione  I  was  to  trust  myself  to  the  English  generosity,  to 
experience  such  barbarous  and  illiberal  treatment,  instead  of 
doing  so  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  or  to  my  father-in-law  ! 
With  either  of  them  I  would  have  been  treated  with  the  great- 
est liberality  and  generosity.  "  I  was,"  continued  he,  "twice 
master  of  Vienna  with  my  armies,  and  not  an  inhabitant  in 
it  lost  the  value  of  that"  (snapping  his  fingers),  "or  received 
the  least  injury  or  insult.  They  were  most  grateful  to  me  for 
it.  The  Einperor  of  Austria,  who  is  a  religious  man,  though 
he  is  an  '  imbecile,'  would  have  taken  a  pride  in  treating  me 
like  his  son."  He  then  added  that  it  was  pride  which  pre- 
vented him  from  giving  himself  up  to  people  whom  he  had 
conquered  so  often.  This  last  part,  however,  he  said  rather 
indistinctly.  He  then  said  that  he  would  think  of  some 
propositions  to  make,  which,  said  he,  "  You  can  make  in  your 
own  name,  but  you  must  not  tell  him  that  they  came  from 
me,  as  he  will  oblige  you  to  swear  to  them  again  I  suppose. 
I  will  think  about  them.  A  man  before  doing  any  thing  of 
consequence  ought  to  digest  his  dinner  and  sleep  a  night  upon 
it,  and  then,  if  he  is  of  the  same  opinion  the  following  day, 
it  is  the  real  determination  of  his  mind  ;  if  not,  it  is  only  a 
caprice  or  whim."  The  next  day  I  asked  him  about  the 
above-named  propositions.  He  replied  that  he  had  thought 
of  it  since,  and  believed  that  it  would  be  better  not ;  "  as," 
said  he,  "  if  he  has  received  any  orders  from  England  to 
lessen  the  restrictions  and  ameliorate .  things,  he  will  do  it 
without  any  proposition  of  mine,  for  he  is  a  man  who  will  do 
any  thing  to  pay  his  court  to  the  Minister  ;  and  if  he  desired 
him  to  use  me  well  he  would  be  all  kindness  and  goodness, 
for  he  is  not  a  coglione  ;  and  if  not,  he  will  do  nothing  ;  and 
therefore  it  would  only  be  subjecting  myself  to  a  refusal  from 
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a  man  who  delights  in  doing  evil."  I  saw,  however,  that 
several  propositions  had  been  made  out  and  were  lying  on  the 
table,  and,  from  a  glance  I  had  at  them,  saw  several  of  a 
similar  nature  to  what  he  had  verbally  mentioned  to  me  be- 
fore. On  the  14tli,  xhe  day  after  this  last  conversation,  at 
about  twelve  o'clock  in  the  day,  he  sent  for  me.  Before  I 
went  in,  St.  Denis  (one  of  his  valets-de-chambre)  told  me  that 
he  (General  Bonaparte)  had  been  very  unwell  all  the  night  ; 
that  he  had  been  up  the  greatest  part  of  it,  extremely  agitat- 
ed, and  repeatedly  calling  for  eau  de  Cologne  or  vinaigre  de 
quatre  voleurs  to  smell  to  ;  that  he  had  been  very  unquiet, 
and  walked  about  the  room,  "  battant  des  mains  et  parais- 
sant  un  peu  egare  ;"  that  he  had  never  seen  him  so  before  in 
all  his  life.  When  I  went  in,  he  was  in  bed,  the  room  very 
close,  every  possible  hole  through  which  the  air  could  enter 
carefully  closed,  and  thick  curtains  drawn.  He  said  that  he 
had  had  a  severe  nervous  attack  during  the  night,  which  had 
kept  him  continually  agitated  and  restless  ;  that  he  had 
had  severe  headache  and  involuntary  agitations ;  that  he  had 
been  once  a  few  moments  without  sense,  and  that  he  verily 
thought  and  hoped  he  would  have  died  before  morning — 
that  a  second  attack  of  it  would  have  occurred,  which  would 
have  carried  him  off.  "  I  thought,"  continued  he,  "  that  I 
was  about  to  get  an  apoplectic  fit,  as  I  felt  giddiness  and 
heaviness  in  my  head,  and  a  sensation  as  if  it  was  overloaded 
•with  blood,  and  a  desire  to  be  in  an  upright  posture.  I  felt 
a  heat  in  my  head,  and  called  to  those  '  imbeciles'  of  serv- 
ants to  pour  some  cold  water  over  it,  which  they  could  not 
comprehend,  and  would  not  do  it  for  some  time.  The  water 
felt  quite  warm  also,  though  it  was  really  very  cold."  I  took 
an  opportunity  (after  recommending  him  something)  to  dwell 
upon,  in  the  most  forcible  manner  I  was  master  of  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  his  taking  exercise  (as  he  had  not  been  out 
of  the  house,  even  in  the  garden,  for  above  four  weeks,  and 
very  seldom  even  out  of  his  room),  and  endeavored  strongly 
to  convince  him  of  the  certainty  of  his  being  shortly  seized 
with  some  alarming  complaint.  He  replied,  "  So  much  the 
better  ;  it  will  sooner  be  over,  and  I  will  be  no  more  torment- 
ed. '  Tanto  meglio  ;  piii  presto  si  finira,  e  non  mi  si  tormen- 
tera  piii.'  "  When  I  spoke  about  taking  exercise  on  horse- 
back he  allowed  that  nothing  could  be  so  beneficial  to  him, 
but  added,  that  if  he  did  so  he  would  live  too  long — "  Ma  si 
viverebbe  tToppo  lungo  ;"  which  he  did  not  wish  should  be 
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the  case  ;  that  all  he  looked  for  was  a  release  from  this 
world.  He  spoke  afterward  about  funeral  rites,  and  said 
that  he  wished  when  he  died  that  his  Tjody  should  he  burnt, 
according  to  the  Roman  customs  ;  that  he  thought  it  was  the 
best  way,  because  the  body  did  not  produce  any  inconvenience 
afterward  ;  and,  as  to  the  resurrection,  he  said,  that  must  be 
accomplished  by  a  miracle,  and  that  it  would  be  just  as  easy 
for  the  Being  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  perform  such  a 
miracle  as  bringing  the  bodies  together  to  unite  and  form 
anew  the  ashes.  He  added  that  at  Wagram  he  had  caused 
the  bodies  of  the  slain  to  be  burned.  He  dwelt  particularly 
upon  his  desire  that  his  corpse  should  be  disposed  of  in  this 
manner  after  his  demise.  He  said  that  he  had  directed  Ber- 
trand  to  show  to  Sir  Thomas  Strange  when  he  came,  that  part 
of  his  restrictions  which  prohibited  persons  visiting  him  mak- 
ing use  of  the  pass  which  permitted  them  to  communicate 
with  him  to  hold  converse  with  his  suite,  or  any  of  them, 
unless  so  specified  upon  the  pass.  This,  however,  was  not 
done,  as  Count  Bertrand  did  not  appear,  and  no  steps  respect- 
ing it  were  taken  by  Madame  Bertrand.  Since  the  night  of 
the  14th  he  has  not  experienced  a  similar  nervous  attack. 
He  was,  however,  all  last  night  without  sleep,  and  did  not 
arise  until  2  p.m.,  at  which  time  I  saw  him,  and  found  him 
tolerably  well.     I  have  the  honor,  &o. 

Barry  E.  O'Meara. 


No.  55. 
A  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Balcombe  Cottage,  au  secret,  en  vue  de  Longwood,  19  Dec,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Dans  les  differentes  rencon- 
tres qu'ont  amenees  entre  nous  les  circonstances  de  ma  deten- 
tion personnelle,  il  est  echange,  en  passant,  quelques  reflexions 
sur  Longwood,  qui  me  sont  revenues  souvent  a  I'esprit.  Vous 
avez  repete  souvent  que  nous  y  etions  dans  Verreur,  et  que 
rums  nous  efforcerimis  d'y  demeurer.  J'ai  eu  beau  vous  re- 
pondre  que  c'etait  precisement  I'observation  que  nous  faisious 
nous-memes  chaque  jour  vis-a-vis  de  vous,  vous  y  etes  revenu 
toujours  avec  I'air  de  la  plus  intime  persuasion.  Une  autre 
fois  vous  m'avez  dit,  "que  noiis  eussions  du  vous  adresser 
nos  griefs;  que  vous  les  eussiez  erivoyes  a  vqs  ministves,  et 
livres  volontiers  vous-meme  a  la  publication,  ce  qui  vous  eut 
ete  personnel."  Je  vous  ai  observe  que  mes  lettres,  qui  vous 
passaient  par  les  mains,  remplissaient  assez  bien  cctte  iiiteu- 
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tion  ;  que  oelle  au  Prince  Lucien  meme,  qui,  dans  cet  instant, 
faisait  I'objet  de  ma  reolusion,  vous  avait  ete  destinee  de  la 
sorte,  et  que  vous  me  les  aviez  neanmoins  interdites.  Mais 
c'ecait  a,  cause  des  reflexions,  m'avez  vous  dit.  Nos  peines 
etant  principalement  morales,  ne  doivent-elles  pas  entrainer, 
de  n6oessite,  principalement  des  reflexions  ? 

Ces  objcts,  et  plusieurs  autres  de  meme  nature,  pour  etre 
bien  compris,  eussent  demands  plus  de  developpement ;  ils 
eussent  exige  entre  nous  une  conversation  reguliere  et  tran- 
quille  ;  or,  vous  n'y  donniez  pas  lieu,  et  je  ne  le  cherchais  pas. 
Toutefois  il  m'en  est  reste,  ainsi  par  d'autres  circonstances 
accessoires,  que  vous  ne  vous  doutiez  pas  de  votre  position 
avec  Longwood,  ou  que  vous  ne  compreniez  pas  et  ne  soup- 
fonniez  meme  pas  une  partie  de  vos  torts  envers  nous  ;  ce 
qui,  sans  les  detruire  a  mes  yeux,  en  ferait  disparaitre  du 
moins  la  portion  la  plus  odieuse,  la  mauvaise  intention. 

J'ai  imagine  des-lors  de  consacrer  I'oisivete  de  ma  reclusion 
a  vous  les  faire  connaitre.  Ma  situation  et  le  moment  sent 
des  plus  favorables.  J'eorirai  dans  le  calme,  et  sans  passion. 
Je  n'aurai  pas  le  fiel  que  j'aurais  eu  sans  doute  a  Longwood, 
avant  de  vous  voir  ici.  De  plus,  ceci  ne  sera  que  mon  opinion 
personnelle  ;  mes  rapports  seront  purement  particuliers  ;  ils 
seront  dictes  par  I'armour  de  la  verito,  et,  le  dirai-je  (voyez  si 
je  puis  etre  juste),  par  une  espece  d'interet,  a  present,  pour 
vous-meme ;  car  la  contrainte  peu  agreable  que  vous  exercez 
sur  moi  en  ce  moment  ne  m'empeohe  pas  de  discerner  les 
egards  dont  vous  I'avez  entouree.  Surtout  lisez  avec  calme. 
Monsieur;  songez  que  ceci  sont  nos  griefs,  ce  que  j'appelle 
vos  torts,  vrais  on  apparens,  et  que  je  les  ecris  ici  en  toute 
franchise,  comme  dans  mon  journal,  et  comme  si  vous  ne 
deviez  pas  les  lire. 

S'il  m' arrive  de  me  tromper  dans  quelques  details,  je  vous 
prie  d' observer  que  vous  m'avez  prive  de  tons  mes  papiers  ; 
que  je  suis  loin  des  pieces  officielles  ;  que  je  n'ecris  que  de 
mem.oire  ;  et  que  je  suis  pret  a  retracter  toute  erreur  mate- 
rielle  que  vous  me  feriez  apercevoir, 

Je  vais  prendre  des  choses  des  leur  origine. 

En  un  clin  d'ceil  un  grand  Souverain,  au  i'aite  de  la  puis- 
sance, trahi  par  la  fortune  et  les  hommes,  avait  perdu  un  trone, 
sa  liberte,  et  se  trouvait  jete  sur  un  roc  affreux  au  milieu 
de  roc6an ;  et  tons  ces  evenemens  s'etaient  accumules  avec 
tant  de  rapidity,  que  tout  s'etait  accompli,  mais  que  rien 
n' avait  etait  determine.  Nous  attendions  done  a  Sainte  He- 
lene   avec   anxiete  la  fixation  de  nos  destinees  ;    mais  nous 
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I'attendions  du  moins  avec  la  consolation  de  i'exces  du  mal- 
heur ;  bien  surs,  nous  semblait  il,  qu'il  fut  impossible  que 
notre  situation  s'empirat. 

"  L'Europe,"  disions  nous,  "  a  les  yeux  sur  notre  rooher  ;  les 
peuples  vont  juger  de  la  conduite  des  rois.  Sans  doute  que  les 
egards,  les  soins  vont  etre  prodigues,  du  moins  en  expiation  de 
ce  qu'ils  appellent  la  necessite  de  la  politique.  La  legislature, 
I'opinioa  publique  en  Angleterre,  Font  fait  entendre  ainsi,  et 
les  ministres  Anglais,  depositaires  et  responsables  de  la  gloire 
de  leur  nation,  ne  sauraient  ici  substituer  des  haines  person- 
nelles,  s'ils  en  avaient,  a  la  moralite,  au  sentiment  public. 

(1)  "  Un  homme  arrive  pour  commander  ici"  (on  vous  de- 
signait.  Monsieur)  "  qui  tient  un  rang  distingue  dans  I'armee. 
Son  merite  personnel  a  fait,"  dit-on,  "  sa  fortune  ;  il  a  passe," 
nous  dit-on,  "  sa  vie  en  mission  diplomatique  aux  quartiers 
generaux  des  rois  du  Continent.  Des-lors,  il  a  dii  se  familiari- 
ser  aupres  d'eux  avec  le  nom,  le  rang,  la  puissance,  les  titres 
de  I'Empereur  Napoleon  sur  le  Continent 

"11  connaitra  tous  ses  rapports  publics  et  secrets  avec  ces 
souverains,  qui  lui  donnerent  long-temps  le  titre  de  frere,  et 
ont  ete  ses  amis,  ses  allies,  ou  demeurent  ses  proches. 

"  II  saura  qu'a  Chatillon  il  n'a  tenu  qu'a  I'Empereur  Napo- 


SiE  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
(1)  Count  Las  Cases  supposes  in  me  the  same  sentiments 
and  opinions  as  himself,  makes  of  me  a  creature  of  his  own 
imagination,  and  then  becomes  angry  I  do  not  realize  all  its 
features.  I  came  to  St.  Helena  neither  to  insult  General 
Bonaparte  nor  to  flatter  him  ;  to  perform  a  certain  duty  in 
respect  to  him,  blending  it  with  the  regards  due  to  a  person 
fallen  from  a  very  high  station  into  adversity,  but  not  to  be 
drawn  aside  from  the  performance  of  any  part  of  that  duty  by 
giving  into  pretensions  arising  from  the  past,  or  into  the  con- 
sideration that  [his]  misfortunes  where  wholly  unmerited  or 
not  of  his  own  creating.  This  mode  of  acting  was  that  which 
least  suited  General  Bonaparte  and  his  adherents.  It  gave 
no  handle  for  accusing  me  of  acting  on  the  ground  of  illiberal 
prejudice,  and  left  nothing  to  hope  from  an  opposite  feeling. 
Hence  the  trivial  accusations  that  follow,  shadowing  out  an 
offense  from  every  act  the  most  indifferent  or  inevitable,  and 
building  the  most  calumniating  reflections  upon  it.  To  look 
upon  him  and  them  without  a  marked  interest  of  some  kind 
was  an  offense  not  to  be  forgiven. 
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leon  de  regner  en  France  du  consentement  de  I'Angleterrc,  sa 
propie  nation  ;  que  plus  tard  il  n'eut  encore  tenu  qu'a  lui  de 
se  reserver  d'autres  contrees.  Get  homme,"  disions  nous,  "  du 
sein  du  nuage  diplomatique  aura  pris  des  idees  justes  des  per- 
sonnes  et  des  choses  ;  il  se  rit  sans  doute  lui-meme,  a  present 
que  le  fruit  en  est  recueilli,  de  cet  amas  de  calomnies  et  de 
libelles  que  la  crainte  et  la  politique  avait  cree  pour  le  vul- 
gaire.  Apres  de  telles  circonstances  il  n'accepterait  pas  une 
mission  qui  ne  serait  pas  en  harmonie  aveo  tout  cela,  et  dont 
le  resultat  doit  etre  d'ameliorer  notre  condition  presente.  Sa 
venue  seule  est  done  d'un  augure  suffisamment  favorable  pour 
ses  instructions.  '  Ne  m'avez-vous  pas  dit  qu'il  etait  a  Cham- 
paubert,  a  Montmirail  V  nous  disait  un  jour  I'Empereur. 
'  Nous  aurions  done  echange  des  boulets  ensemble  ;  c'est  tou- 
jours  a  mes  yeux  une  belle  relation.'  "  Telles  etaient  le.s 
dispositions  dans  lesquelles  etait  attendu  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 

VouB  arrivez,  Monsieur,  et  votre  premiere  visite  a  Longwood 
est  a  une  heure  indue  du  matin,  a  une  heure  oil  I'Empereur 
n'avait  jamais  repu,  sans  qu'un  de  vos  aides-de-camp  soit 
venu  lui  demander  I'instant  qui  pouvait  lui  etre  agreable  ; 
forraalite  que  vous  n'eussiez  certainement  pas  neglige  vis-a-vis 
de  vos  Ministres,  ou  meme  vis-a-vis  d'un  de  vos  simples  supe- 
rieurs  en  Angleterre  ou  sur  le  Continent ;  et  pourtant  a  qui 
vous  adressiez  vous  ?  Vous  ne  futes  pas  re9u  :  ce  premier 
pas  n' etait  pas  heureux,  vous  en  oonviendrez ;  mais  telles 
etaient  nos  preventions  en  votre  faveur,  que  nous  nous  plumes 
a  imaginer  que,  fraichement  debarque  dans  I'ile,  on  abusait 
malignement  de  cette  oirconstanoe  pour  vous  faire  debuter  par 
une  injure.  (2) 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
(2)  My  first  duty  on  landing,  after  seeing  Sir  George  Cock- 
burn,  was,  I  conceived,  to  present  myself  to  General  Bona- 
parte. I  inquired  what  was  the  hour  when  he  generally  re- 
ceived persons,  and  was  told  at  or  before  nme  in  the  morning, 
or  after /owr  in  the  forenoon.  I  desired  Captain  Poppleton 
of  the  53d  regiment,  then  attending  at  Longwood,  to  acquaint 
some  officer  of  General  Bonaparte's  suite,  in  order  to  its  being 
made  known  to  him,  that  I  vi'ould  call  at  Longwood  at  nine 
the  next  morning,  being  the  earliest  moment  possible  after 
my  arrival.  He  would  not  receive  me.  Sir  George  Cockburn 
and  Captain  Poppleton  both  asserted,  however,  the  hour  was 
one  at  which  he  was  most  generally  visible.     I  found  after- 
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Peu  de  jours  aprea,  fesant  le  tour  de  I'etablissement,  vous 
vantiez  a  un  ou  deux  de  nous  la  beaute  de  ce  lieu,  qui  ne 
peut  etre  pour  nous  qu'un  sejour  de  desolation.  On  vous  ob- 
serva  qu'il  n'y  avait  point  d'ombre,  at  que  c'etait  une  grande 
privation  pour  TEmpereur.  "  On  plantera  des  arbres,"  re- 
pondites  vous  ;  mot  affreux,  qui  nous  penetra  jusqu'au  fond 
du  coBur,  mais  dont  je  crois  bien  a  present  que  vous  ne  soup- 
fonnates  pas  alors  toute  la  barbarie.  Vous  apportates  avec 
vous  I'obligation  pour  nous  de  faire  des  declarations,  comme 
quoi  notre  sejour  a  St.  Helene  etait  volontaire,  et  que  nous 
nous  soumettions  de  plein  gre  a  toutes  les  restrictions  qu'on 
pouvait  nous  imposer.  II  fut  alors  sourdement  civcule  autour 
de  nous,  je  ne  sais  par  qui  ni  dans  quel  motif,  que  nous  alliens 
signer  la  notre  exil  pour  la  vie.  Cependant  vous  dutes  voir 
avec  quelle  alacrite  tous,  depuis  le  1"  offioier  jusqu'au  dernier 
domestique,  s'empresserent  d'y  satisfaire.  Vous  revintes  quel- 
ques  jours  apres  avec  la  signature  des  domestiques.  Vous 
aviez  besoin,  disiez-vous,  de  les  rassembler  de  leur  parler,  et 
vous  en  demandiez  I'agrement  de  I'Empereur.  Je  vous  repon- 
dis  que  vous  aviez  la  force,  qu'il  etait  en  votre  pouvoir  de  le 
faire,  mais  qu'il  vous  etait  inutile  de  faire  une  prevenance  qui 
ne  serait  qu'un  outrage.  Nous  etions  dans  I'habitude  de  re- 
garder  I'entourage  de  I'Empereur  comme  un  sanctuaire  sacre. 
Si  vos  Ministres  avaient  accorde  12  domestiques,  qu'on  ne 
leur  demandait  pas,  c'etait  la  sans  doute  la  maison  privee 
qu'ils  avaient  pretendu  lui  faire.  Etait-il  seant  de  venir  s'y 
meler,  mettre  (pour  ainsi  dire)  le  doigt  entre  I'Empereur  et 
son  valet-de-chambre  ?  La  grande  mission  du  Gouverneur  de 
Ste.  Helene,  pouvait-elle  avoir  d' autre  regie  que  de  veiller 
I'enceinte  exterieure  de  Longwood  et  de  respecter  scrupuleuse- 
ment  I'asyle,  les  moeurs  de  dedans  ?  Devait-il  penetrei-  dans 
un  interieur  de  famille  ?  Cependant  vous  vites  ces  domes- 
tiques pour  verifier  leur  determination,  sans  songur  a  tout  ce 

Sir  HuJisoN  Lowk's  Notiss. 
ward  a  formal  previous  visit  was  expected  to  Count  Bertrand, 
in  order  to  be  presented  by  him  in  form  as  "  Grand  Marechal 
du  Palais."  Of  ibis  I  knew  nothing  at  the  time,  and  if  I 
had  known  it,  should  have  been  careful  not  to  admit  the  title 
on  which  Count  Bertrand's  introduction  was  to  take  place. 
Count  Las  Cases,  it  is  to  be  observed,  vindicates  me,  in  a 
certain  degree,  from  any  design  of  giving  offense,  but  it  is  at 
the  expense  of  Sir  George  Cockburn. 
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que  cette  mesuve  solemnelle  avait  d'eminemment  injurieux 
pour  nous.  Si  vos  lois  demandaient  cette  garantie,  vous  aviez 
taut  de  moyens  indirects  de  vous  procurer  la  certitude  que 
vous  cherchiez.  Nous  lie  vimes  done  la  que  le  projet  arrete 
de  nous  charger  d'humiliation  et  d'outrages.  Nous  nous 
dimes  qu'on  ne  nous  avait  envoye  d'Aiigleterre  qu'un  geolier. 
Nos  cosurs  se  resserrerent,  nos  esperances  s'cvanouirent,  et  la 
breche  fut  decidee.  (3)  De  votre  cote  vous  ne  nous  montrates 
plus  qu'une  figure  hostile  et  sinistre.  Nous  n'echangeames 
que  des  paroles  peu  agreables. 

Vous  repetiez,  nous  disait-on,  et  vous  nous  dites  a  nous- 
memes,  que  nmis  nous  abusions  etrangeme/tt  sur  notre  situa- 
tion. {4,)      "due    pretend-il    par    la?"    nous    disions-nous ; 


SiK  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 

(3)  The  upper  domestics  and  servants  were  assembled  in 
pursuance  of  a  prcviotis  communication  made  to  Count  Ber- 
trand,  that  their  declarations  would  be  received  in  this  man- 
ner. Count  Bertrand  thought  proper  to  adopt  a  different 
plan,  and  to  send  me  their  declarations  without  my  seeing 
the  persons;  but  this  was  no  reason  for  my  yielding  to  it.  It 
■was  necessary  I  should  personally  see  and  know  the  different 
French  persons  General  Bonaparte  had  brought  out  with 
him.  No  questions  were  asked  of  them,  but  their  names 
simply  called  over  according  to  the  declaration.  The  rest  of 
this  passage,  "  sanctuaire  sacre,"  "  asyle,"  "  mcEurs,"  &c.,  is 
too  lofty  for  comment,  further  than  to  observe  that  Count 
Las  Cases  was  the  medium  of  communication  when  he  says 
the  "breche fut  decidee." 

(4)  Certainly ;  greatly  indeed  did  they  misunderstand  their 
situation — under  the  word  nous  identifying  themselves  with 
General  Bonaparte,  and  arrogating  the  most  insufferable  pre- 
tensions upon  it.  Of  all  the  persons  near  General  Bonaparte, 
I  was  the  most  disposed,  on  my  first  arrival,  to  show  attention 
toward  Count  Las  Cases,  considering  him  purely  as  a  literary 
character.  The  following  trait  may  explain  how  much.  I 
accosted  him  in  a  very  respectful  manner  and  feeling,  soon 
after  my  arrival,  with  saying  I  had  long  known  the  Atlas, 
said  to  be  published  by  him,  and  was  much  struck  with  the 
freedom  and  openness  with  which  he  had  expressed  his  sen- 
timents at  a  time  when  the  Press  was  supposed  to  labor  under 
particular  restraints  in  France.  He  started  back  from  this 
compliment,  and  said  he  did  not  recollect  the  particular  pas- 
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"  comment  pouvons-nous  nous  abuser .'  Nous  6tions  aux 
Tuileries,  nous  donnions  des  ordres  ;  nous  sommes  sur  un  roc, 
et  nous  portons  des  chaines.  Voir,  parler  ainsi,  est-ce  s'atuser? 
serait-ce  notre  independance,  I'aisance  de  nos  manieres,  dont 
il  s'etonnerait  ?  nous  voudrait-il  obseqiiieux  ?  nous  trouverait- 
il  de  la  fierte  ?  et  pourquoi  ne  nous  serait-elle  pas  naturelle  ? 
qui  aurait-il  de  plus  simple  qu'elle  s'accrut  encore  par  I'ad- 
versite  ?  Ne  serait-ce  pas  bien  plutot  lui  qui  s'abuserait  et 
meconnaitrait  sa  situation  ?  Ignorait-il  que  c'est  au  pouvoir 
que  sied  la  condescendance,  qu'elle  le  releve  et  I'honore  ?  Ne 
serait-il  pas  qu'ici  la  gloire  n'est  pas  de  nous  soumettre,  mais 
plutot  de  nous  satisfaire  ?  qu'il  va  se  priver  d'une  belle  page 
dans  I'histoire  ?  que,  s'il  etait  permis  de  montrer  de  I'liumeur 
et  de  la  colere,  ce  ne  devrait  etre  qu'a  des  victimes  justement 
ulcerees  ?  se  croirait-il  au  milieu  d'objets,  de  oirconstanees 
ordinaires  ?  L'Empereur  Napoleon  n'est  dechu  que  de  son 
trone.  Un  revers  le  lui  a  ravi,  la  fortune  I'y  eut  fixe  ;  il  n'a 
perdu  que  des  biens,  tous  ses  caracteres  augustes  lui  demeur- 
ent ;  il  n'est  pas  moins  I'elu  d'un  grand  peuple,  consacre  par 
la  religion,  sanctionne  par  la  victoire,  reoonnu  par  tous  les 
souverains.  II  en  a  cree.  Ses  .actions  demeurent  des  mer- 
veilles,  ses  monuments  oouvrent  la  terre,  son  nom  remplit  le 
monde.  Ses  institutions,  ses  idees  recueillies,  imitees,  brillent 
parmi  ses  ennemis  ;  il  n'a  perdu  que  son  trone.  Toutes  ces 
choses  lui  demeurent  et  commandent  les  respects  des  hommes. 
Non,  le  Gouvemeur  se  trompe.  Nous  ne  nous  abusons  pas." 
Les  choses  en  etaient  la  quand  il  vous  arriva  une  person- 


SiR  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
sages  I  might  allude  to.  I  repeated  the  following  one.  In 
opening  an  historical  view  of  the  19th  century  the  author 
says — "  Plus  nous  approchons  de  nos  jours,  moins  il  devient 
necessaire  d'en  parler,  car  le  tableau  se  trouve  devant  les 
yeux  de  tout  le  monde,  et  d'ailleurs  il  est  dangereuz  a  pro- 
noncer  devant  celui  qiii  a  le  droit  de  contredirey  He  said 
he  recollected  no  such  passage,  and  that  I  must  have  a  wrong 
edition  of  his  work.  I  had  the  original  one  as  composed  by 
him  when  an  emigrant  in  England,  but  not  published  until 
he  returned  to  France.  He  then  said  it  had  a  different  mean- 
ing to  what  I  supposed ;  but  this  he  did  not  explain.  Whether 
this  furnished  any  motive  or  not  I  know  not,  but  I  had  little 
opportunity  of  communication  with  General  Bonaparte  or  him 
afterward. 
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nage  de  distinction.  Vous  I'accueillites  a  Plantation  House, 
et,  pour  lui  etre  agreable  et  satisfaire  sa  curiosite  sans  doute; 
vous  ecrivites  a  Longwood  pour  inviter  le  General  Bonaparte 
a  venir  recontrer  votre  hole  a  diner.  Mais  y  pensates-vous 
bien  ?  Criites-vous  bien  I'acceptation  possible  ?  et  dans  quel 
embarras  ne  vous  eut-elle  pas  mis  !  Eussiez-vous  adresse  a 
votre  convive  le  titre  de  General,  qui  par  les  ciroonstances  lui 
est  devenu  une  insulte  ?  Ou  I'eussiez-vous  place  ?  Comment 
I'eussiez-vous  traite — en  General  de  division,  en  General  en 
chef?  Monsieur,  chaque  combinaison,  chaque  parole,  chaque 
pas,  est  un  outrage  ;  et  a  qui  les  adressiez-vous  ?  a  Fame  la 
plus  fiere,  peut-etre,  qui  soil  dans  I'univers.  Je  dois  vous  le 
dire,  en  lui  traduisant  ce  billet  je  palis  de  surprise  et  d'indig- 
nation.  (6)  Lui,  cakne,  impassible,  me  le  fit  rendre  au  Grand 
Marechal,  qui  demanda  quelle  reponse  ?  Aucune,  se  contenta- 
t-il  de  repondre  froidement.  Mais,  grand  Dieu  I  que  devait-il 
se  passer  dans  ce  coeur !  que  n'eprouvames  nous  pas  nous- 
memes  !  que  n'eussiez  vous  pas  eprouve  ?  En  lisant  ceci, 
vous  regretterez  cette  circonstance,  et  ne  la  repeteriez  pas 
sans  doute  aujourd'hui. 

Presqu'aussitot  commencerent  les  griefs  individuels.  Un 
Stranger  etait  venu  nous  voir  a  Longwood,  car  alors  nous 
n'etions  point  encore  sous  la  machine  pneumatique  ou  Ton 
doit  infalliblement  expirer  bientot  dans  cette  horrible  demeure. 
Get  homme,  qui  allait  en  Angleterre,  et  devait,  disait-il,  re- 
passer  ici  sous  cinq  ou  six  mois,  insista  beaucoup  pour  me 
rendre  quelque  service  a  Londres.     On  manque  ici  de  toute 


Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
(5)  On  the  Countess  of  Loudon's  arrival  with  her  family 
at  St.  Helena  she  took  up  her  residence  at  Plantation  House. 
I  was  at  that  time  on  tolerable  grounds  with  General  Bona- 
parte, and,  as  the  Countess  of  Loudon  was  desirous  to  see 
him,  addressed  a  note  to  Count  Bertrand,  acquainting  him 
of  her  Ladyship's  arrival,  and  that  I  should,  with  Lady  Lowe, 
feel  much  honored  if  General  Bonaparte  would  meet  the 
Countess  of  Loudon  at  dinner.  This,  as  it  is  perceived,  was 
taken  as  the  highest  possible  insult  to  him.  1  regret  having 
made  the  invitation,  but  it  is  on  other  grounds  to  what  Count 
Las  Cases  supposes.  It  is  to  be  observed.  Count  Las  Cases 
was  here  again  the  medium  of  communication,  "  palissant  de 
surprise  et  d' indignation,''  when  he  translated  my  note  to 
Count  Bertrand,  which  was  rather  to  dine  in  company  with 
-the  Countess  of  Loudon  than  with  me. 
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ressource  quelconque,  vous  le  savez.  Je  lui  donnai  une  mon- 
tre,  ne  pouvant  la  faire  raccommoder  ici,  et  lui  fis  remettre 
par  mon  valet-de-chambre  un  vieux  Soulier  pour  modele.  (6) 
Si  je  descends  ici,  Monsieur,  a  d'aussi  bas  details,  les  oircon- 
stances  me  I'imposent  et  me  justifient.  Gluelques  Jours  apres 
cet  homme  me  renvoya  ces  objets  en  s'excusant  par  la  lettre 
la  plus  polie.  Le  Gouverneur  lui  avait  defendu  de  s'en 
charger,  disait-il,  a  moins  qu'ils  ne  passassent  par  ses  mains 
et  que  je  lui  adressasse  directement  ma  demande.  II  reitera 
plusieurs  fois  son  avis  et  ses  offres,  parcequ'il  n'eut  jamais  de 
reponse  de  moi,  et  je  m'avais  garde.  Je  me  fusse  desormais 
passe  de  montre  toute  ma  vie,  et  j'aurais  marche  plutot  pieds 
nuds.  J'avais  senti  I'injure,  et  je  la  devorais  en  silence. 
Q,u'y  a-t-il  de  mieux  a  faire  quand  on  ne  pent  se  faire  la 
reparer?  d'ailleurs,  pouvais-je  bien  envoyer  mon  vieux  Soulier 
a  un  General,  a  un  Gouverneur  ?  Ce  n'eut  ete  qu'executer 
a  la  rigueur,  il  est  vrai,  la  lettre  de  ses  reglemens,  mais  ne 
devais-je  pas  me  respecter  moi-meme  ?  J'en  conclus  done  que 
c'Stait  une  intention  d'injure  direote  et  personnelle.  Ne  I'eus- 
siez-vous  pas  cru  vous-meme  ?  je  vous  le  demande.  Autrement, 
me  disais-je,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  m'eut  fait  I'honneur  d'entrer 
chez  moi  quand  il  vient  ici.  II  m'eut  dit  qu'il  avait  su  par 
hasard  que  j'avais  irregulierement  remis  a  quelqu'un  des  ob- 
jets pour  I'Europe.     du'il  s'etait  empresse  pour  m'etre  agre- 


SiR  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
(6)  This  person  received  a  letter  also  from  Count  Las 
Cases ;  it  was  the  first  attempt  made  after  my  arrival  at 
indirect  communication,  and  was  checked;  the  person  who 
had  received  the  letter  and  articles  having  been  simply  de- 
sired to  acquaint  Count  Las  Cases  of  what  he  already  full 
well  knew — that  he  would  take  charge  of  no  communications 
without  my  approval.  Count  Las  Cases,  in  the  whole  of  this 
relation,  shows  his  irritated  self-love,  and  his  disposition  to 
suppose  me  acting  from  personal  motives  toward  him.  My 
only  real  offense  was  an  indifference  resulting  from  his  own 
demeanor.  The  pretension  manifested  by  Count  Las  Cases 
that  I  was  to  go  with  all  humility  myself  aud  make  known 
this  rule,  of  which  he  was  ah-eady  fully  informed,  after  the 
indignant  airs  he  confesses  in  so  many  previous  passages  to 
have  given  himself,  is  too  absurd  to  merit  comment.  It  ap- 
pears more  likely  Count  Las  Cases  treasured  up  this  anecdote 
for  a  time  when  he  might  repeat  it  with  most  effect.  See 
his  remark  at  the  conclusion  of  the  paragraph. 
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able  do  legitimer  leur  passage.  Glu'il  m'indiquait  pour  I'a- 
venir  la  voie  reguliere,  et  que  je  lui  ferais  plaisir  do  la  suivre. 
Gluelques  eussent  ete  mes  dispositions  anterieures,  j'eus  etc 
sensible  a  un  tel  precede — j'en  eusse  ete  touohe.  II  m'eut  du 
moins  fort  embarrasse,  et  je  ne  orois  pas  que  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
eut  eu  jamais  a  se  plaindre  de  moi  sur  cet  objet.  Mais  il 
devait  en  etre  autrement.  Du  reste,  comme  je  suis  ennemi 
des  tracasseries  et  des  querelles,  que  ceci  m'etait  personnel, 
j'en  fis  longtems  mystere.  Une  circonstance  accidentelle  le 
fit  connaitre,  et  ne  contribua  pas  peu  a  accroitre  nos  peines 
et  nos  chagrins  a  Longwood. 

Un  de  nous  avait  pris  un  domestique  depuis  quelques  jours. 
Vous  le  rencontrates  a  la  porta  de  la  rnaison.  Vous  le  fitea 
arreter  vous-merne  pres  d'un  seuil  que  jusque  la  nous  avions 
du  croire  sacre.  Heureusement  I'Empereur  se  promenait  au 
loin,  car  c'eut  pu  s'executer^sous  ses  yeux.  "  II  a  fletri  le 
court  espace  oii  je  me  promene,"  dit-il,  en  parlant  de  vous 
lorsqu'il  sut  la  chose.  "  II  ignore,  peut-etre,  nos  mosurs.  II 
ne  salt  pas  que  tout  I'or  des  Ameriques,  des  monceaux  des 
diamants  ne  saurait  compenser  de  telles  injures."  Vous  avez 
assure  plus  tard  que  vous  ignoriez  que  cet  homme  fut  a  I'un 
de  nous.  Mais  cette  ignorance,  votre  precipitation,  Facte  lui- 
meme  qui  n'en  demeure  pas  moins,  n'attestent-ils  pas  assez 
le  manque  d'egards  qui  dut  nous  blesser  si  vivement  ?  (7) 

La  Comtesse  Bertrand  ecrit  un  billet  a  la  ville.  Vous  vous 
en  emparez,  et  le  lui  renvoyez,  en  I'acousant  d'infraction,  et 
nous  rappellant  a  cet  objet  qu'a  I'avenir,  et  comme  cela 
s'etaittoujours  pratique,  disiez-vous,  nous  devious  nous  abstenir 
de  communiquer  par  ecrit  avec  qui  que  ce  fut  dans  I'ile  autre- 
ment que  par  voire  intermediaire,  et  en  vous  envoyant  nos 
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(7)  This  man,  who  was  a  native  of  Persia,  and  had  been 
a  servant  of  Colonel  Skelton,  had  obtained  admission  to  Long- 
wood  by  a  pass,  from  Count  Bertrand.  I  saw  him  there,  and 
directed  my  orderly  dragoon  to  send  him  away.  I  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  at  the  time  of  his  having  been  engaged 
as  a  servant;  and,  at  all  events,  the  officers  at  Longwood 
knew  perfectly  well  they  had  no  authority  whatever  to  engage 
any  servants  without  my  permission.  General  Bonaparte 
once,  speaking  himself  to  me  of  this  and  other  matters,  said, 
"  C'est  une  affaire  finie  ;"  but  Count  Las  Cases  would  then 
want  arguments  to  justify  his  own  malicious  repetitions  and 
comments 
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billets  ouverts.  (8)  Nous  eumes  beau  nous  reerier  qu'il  n'en. 
avait  jamais  ete  ainsi,  invoquer  le  temoignage  de  vos  pro- 
pres  agents,  qui  en  demeuraient  d'acoord  ;  ajouter  qu'il  etait 
bien  en  votre  pouvoir  de  I'etablir  de  la  sorte,  mais  qu'il  ne 
fallait  pas  dire,  du  moins,  que  vous  ne  changiez  vien  aux 
reglements  de  votre  predecesseur.  Vous  n'en  persistates  pas 
moins,  et  nous  n'eumes  d' autre  consolation  que  de  rire  du 
ridicule  par  lequel  nous  pouvions  aller  voir  des  gens,  et  causer 
avec  eux,  auxquels  il  ne  nous  etait  pas  permis  d'ecrire.  Toute- 
fois  nous  ne  pouvions  voir,  et  nous  ne  vimes  en  eflet,  dans 
cette  inconsequence  que  1' evident  desir  de  nous  toiirmenter  et 
de  nous  faire  sentir  indelicatemeut  le  poids  de  I'autorite. 

Jusque  la.  on  etait  entre  a  Longwood  avec  des  passes  du 
Grand  Marechal.  (9)  C'etait  uiie  condescendance  de  pure 
courtoisie,  celui  qui  avait  I'autorite  et  la  police  de  File  pouv- 
ant  a  son  gre  et  sans  bruit  interdire  tout  acces  aupres  du  Grand 
Marechal  et  annuler  ainsi  son  apparente  prerogative.  Vous 
la  supprimates,  Monsieur,  et  donnates  neanmoins  de  votre  chef 
des  permissions  de  venir  a  Longwood,  vous  reservant  ainsi 
dans  nos  idees,  d'une  maniere  choquante,  le  moyen  de  montrer 
a  votre  gre  votre  illustre  captif  comme  une  curiosite  ;  il  vous 
fut  ecrit  a  ee  sujet  que,  si  vous  ne  retablissiez  les  choses  telles 
qu'elles  6taient,  i'Empereur  se  resolvait  a  ne  plus  voir  per- 
sonne,  et  I'on  vous  pria  surtout  de  lui  epargner  I'importunite 
de  ceus  qui  ne  viendraient  que  de  votre  chef.  Q,ueUe  fut 
votre  reponse.?  que  vous  etiez  desole  d'apprendre  que  le  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte  (9^)  avait  ete  importune  d'aucune  visite,  que 
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(8)  This  was  a  note  sent  to  the  French  Commissioner  to 
call  at  Count  Bertrand's,  while  General  Bonaparte  at  the  same 
time  refused  to  see  him.  Had  the  French  Commissioner  gone, 
it  was  so  arranged  that  Count  Las  Cases  was  to  have  gone 
to  Count  Bertrand's  to  meet  him.  This  first  attempt  at  se- 
cret communications  with  the  Commissioners  was  thus  checked 
in  the  outset. 

(9)  I  had  never  acknowledged  any  such  person  as  the  Grand 
Marechal.  I  suppressed  the  authority  which  had  been  given 
to  him  under  certain  restrictions  in  the  first  instance,  and 
which  had  led  to  great  abuses  of  granting  passes  in  his  own 
person  ;  but  I  never  gave  any  pass  direct  to  visit  General 
Bonaparte,  addressing  every  person  in  the  first  instance  to 
Count  Bertrand,  leaving  it  to  him  to  arrange  for  their  reception. 

(9^)  What  would  Count  Las  Cases  have  nqe  call  him  ? 
Vol.  il— P 
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vous  alliez  prendre  les  phis  promptes  mesures  pour  que  oet 
inconvenient  ne  se  renouvellat  pas,  et  vous  nous  mites  de  cet 
instant  a  peu  pres  au  secret.  Nous  fumes  revoltes  de  votre 
mesure,  et  surtout  de  votre  ironie.  EUe  nous  parut  barbare, 
et  nous  transporta  d'indignation.  Mais  ce  ne  devait  pas 
encore  etre  la  tout.  Vos  agents,  ou  je  ne  sais  qui,  dont  le 
zele  depassa  sans  doute  vos  intentions,  firent  circulor  partout 
que  I'Empereur  ne  voulait  plus  voir  personne,  qu'il  so  plaig- 
nait  d' avoir  ete  importune  par  plusieurs.  Ce  bruit  fut  general 
au  camp,  a  la  ville,  partout.  Pour  ma  part,  fai  dctroTnpt 
a  7noi  seul  trois  mc  quatre  personnes,  (10)  imbues  de  cette 
croyance,  et  vous  etes  surpris,  offense  de  certaines  defiances, 
de  certains  doutes  entretenus  sur  vous  a  Longwood.  Mais 
vous.  Monsieur,  qui  m'avez  repete  que  vous  aimiez  surtout  a 
juger  sur  I'examen  des  deux  cotes,  passez  un  moment  du 
notre,  jugez  ces  faits,  et  prononcez. 

Alors  notre  horizon  prit  une  teinte  beauooup  plus  sombre. 
Nous  perdimes  du  terrein  chaque  jour  ;  la  terreur  apparut 
autour  de  nous  ;  on  s'eloigna  sensiblement  du  lieu  frappe  de 
malediction.  Gtuand  nous  voulumes  aller  a  la  ville,  nous  le 
trouvames  moins  facile.  L'officier  d'escorte,  qui  j  usque  la 
semblait  n'avoir  eu  d'auti'e  objet  que  de  s'assurer  que  nous 
nous  y  rendions,  eut  ordre  de  suivre  nos  pas,  de  demeurer  a 
nos  conversations.  (11)     Nous  marchames  a  grands  pas  vers 
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This  letter  vras  so  little  ironical,  that  I  have  recently  again 
referred  to  it  as  the  precise  rule  by  which  I  shall  regulate 
my  conduct  with  respect  to  visits. 

(10)  Here  we  have  a  fresh  example  of  Count  Las  Cases' 
meddling  interference  ;  he  supposes  rumors  without  any  spe- 
cies of  foundation  whatever  for  them,  and  then  sets  at  work 
to  undeceive  people  regarding  them.  General  Bonaparte 
spoke  to  the  orderly  officer  of  these  rumors,  and  wanted  him 
to  be  the  bearer  of  a  message  to  the  officers  of  his  regiment 
contradicting  them,  evidently  now  Count  Las  Cases'  sugges- 
tion. 

(11)  Count  Las  Cases'  own  conduct,  as  avowed  by  him  in 
many  instances,  rendered  such  a  regulation  highly  necessary. 
As  he  worked  in  the  dark,  it  was  difficult  for  me  to  bo  always 
on  my  guard  against  him  ;  but  had  I  known  so  much  as  the 
present  paper  communicates  to  me,  he  should  not  have  been 
permitted  to  communicate  with  any  individual  whatever  out 
of  the  family  in  which  he  lived,  except  in  the  presence  of  a 


No.  55.  LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS.  339 

une  complete  et  litterale  reclusion.  Cependant  vos  notes 
etaient  loin  de  porter  ce  temoignage.  Elles  nous  semblaient 
tres  habilement  redigees.  II  en  fut  une  surtout  qui  nous 
frappa  singulierement.  Ma  memoire  ne  saurait  me  la  rap- 
peller ;  elle  etait  relative  a  quelques  mauvais  traitements 
pour  I'Empereur,  et  ne  respirait  que  les  plus  respeotueux 
6gards ;  ce  contraste  attira  1' attention  de  eelui,  qu'on  est  si 
loin  de  connaitre,  dont  les  paroles  sont  promptes  peut-etre, 
mais  dont  la  condamnation  est  toujours  lente,  et  le  jugement 
est  exquis.  (12)  II  avait  flotte  long-temps  encore,  apres  que 
de  notre  cote  nous  avions  deja  depuis  long-temps  tranche  s& 
verement.  "  L'homme  est  incomprehensible,"  avait-il  dit 
souvent ;  "  il  est  difficile  a  juger  ;  il  pent  meme  faire  une 
mauvaise  action  et  n'etre  pas  mechant  ;"  mais  cette  fois  il 
dit,  "  Agir  mal  et  ecrire  bien,  frapper  d'une  main  et  se  blan- 
chir  de  I'autre  ;  ah  !  c'est  habile  et  profond  :"  et  il  lanca 
la  parole  fatale,  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  est  ii7i  mediant  hotnme." 
Si  vous  aviez  ete  au  milieu  de  nous,  entoure  de  nos  cir- 
constances,  vous  auriez  infailliblement  dit,  pense  la  meme 
chose.  (13) 
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British  officer.     He  could  not  thus  so  readily  have  undeceived 
unsuspecting  persons  of  the  mischief-making  rumours  he  him- 
self imagined  or  created. 

(12)  11  avait  flotte  long-temps,  encore,  apixs  que  de  twtre 
cote  nous  avions  deja  dejyuis  long-temps  tranche  severement. 
This  speaks  volumes  of  the  mischief  created  by  Count  Las 
Cases  and  other  persons  round  General  Bonaparte. 

(13)  The  letter  which  drew  forth  this  observation,  so  ma- 
lignantly repeated  by  Count  Las  Cases,  and  serving  as  a  speci- 
men of  his  style  and  comments  in  various  parts  of  his  Journal, 
was  one  I  addressed  to  Count  Montholon,  dated  6th  July. 
I  wish  particularly  to  refer  to  it  as  exhibiting  the  real  prin- 
ciples on  which  I  was  desirous  to  regulate  my  conduct  toward 
General  Bonaparte.  It  is  thus  every  attempt  to  give  satis- 
faction was  tortured  into  an  insulting  or  ironical  meaning, 
and  the  rudest  repulses  received  on  it.  Let  any  person  sup- 
pose himself  in  the  situation  1  was  in,  and  ask  how  he  would 
have  either  written  or  acted.  It  is  probable  General  Bona- 
parte never  uttered  the  precise  words  used  by  Count  Las 
Cases,  or  has  since  forgotten  them,  for  he  has  recently  contra- 
dicted, in  a  most  pointed  manner,  some  expressions  Count 
Las  Cases,  repeated  of  him.     Count  Las  Cases  speaking  to  a 


340  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  55. 

Nous  abordons  un  point  delioat,  celui  des  depenses  ;  un 
jour  il  nous  fut  signifie  que  de  vingt  et  quelques  mille  livres 
sterling  employes  pour  nous,  des  ordres  superieurs  vous  for9aient 
de  descendre  a  huit  mille  ;  que  si  I'Empereur  voulait  vous 
remettre  entre  les  mains  le  surplus,  les  choses  resteraient  les 
memes  ;  mais  qu'a  ce  defaut  des  reductions  devenaient  indis- 
pensables.  L'Empereur  n'avait  pas  d'argent ;  toute  com- 
munication avec  I'Europe  lui  est  iuterdite.  Vous  procedates 
aux  reductions,  Vous  jugeates  vous-meme  la  somme  de  8000Z. 
absolument  insuffisante.  Vous  prites  sur  vous,  m'avez-vous 
dit  ici,  de  la  porter  jusqu'a  12,000Z.,  et  vous  m'avez  rnontre 
de  I'etonnement  de  n'avoir  obtenu  aucune  reconnaissance  pour 
cet  objet.  Monsieur,  I'indignation,  et  I'indignation  portee  au 
comble,  ne  laisse  de  place  a  auoun  autre  sentiment.  Si  vous 
ne  reoontrates  et  ne  recueillites  que  cette  indignation,  elle  ne 
s'adressait  pas  plus  a  vous  qu'a  vos  superieurs,  qu'a  la  nature 
entiere ;  et  quel  autre  sentiment  pouvaient  eprouver  des 
captifs  (14)  qui  en  ce  moment  sentaient  renouveller  dans  leur 
ccEur  et  dans  toute  son  amertume  le  souvenir  de  la  bonne  foi 
trahie,  la  terrible  hospitalite  du  Bellerophon,  qui  se  regard- 
aient  ici  par  la  plus  inique  periidie,  qui  se  disaient  arraches 
insidieusement   a  leur  liberte,   a  leur  fortune,   qu'on   avait 
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person  of  General  Bonaparte's  going  so  rarely  out  any  where, 
said, — "  O'est  qu'il  deteste  a  voir — qu'il  a  une  horreur  cl'ha- 
hit  rouge."  This  vi^as  repeated  to  General  Bonaparte,  who 
immediately  answered  in  his  strong  manner,  "  E  una  bugia  : 
I  never  said  such  a  thing ;  I  respect  a  brave  soldier  and  a 
good  officer,  of  whatever  nation  he  may  be."  General  Bona- 
parte may  possibly  have  dropped  some  such  expression  and 
forgotten  it,  but  it  accorded  too  much  with  Count  Las  Cases' 
own  national  prejudices  not  to  be  treasured  up  by  him.  It  is 
thus  General  Bonaparte  is  made  the  organ  of  every  national 
and  personal  resentment  that  Count  Las  Cases  himself  feels. 
(14)  Here  Count  Las  Cases  again  identifies  himself  with 
General  Bonaparte.  In  reading  what  follows,  one  may  well 
exclaim,  as  General  Bonaparte  himself  once  did,  "  Du  sublime 
au  ridicule  il  n'y  a  qu'un  pas."  At  all  events,  1  did  what  I 
could  to  diminish  the  inconvenience  of  the  retrenchments 
ordered,  by  taking  upon  my  own  responsibility  to  increase  the 
allowance  one  half;  and  drew  upon  myself  as  usual,  and  as 
confessed  by  Count  Las  Cases,  nothing  but  abuse  and  ro- 
proaohes  instead  of  acknowledgment. 
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charges  de  chaines,  et  aveo  qui  on  marchandait  en  ct  mo- 
ment leur  subsistance,  comme  si  elle  eut  ete  le  resultat  d'une 
faveur  mendiee,  d'un  asyle  sollioitee  ?  due  devaient  eprouver 
des  gens  avec  qui  on  voulait  disouter  des  objets  qu'au  milieu 
de  leurs  grands  infortunes  ils  comptaient  pour  rien  ;  qui,  les 
eut-on  combles,  n'eussent  encore  jamais  vu  que  ce  dont  on  les 
privait  ?  que  pouvaient-ils  eprouver  quand  on  veiiait  leur  sup- 
puter  les  trois  ou  quatre  places  qu'on  disait  avoir  permis  de 
composer  la  table  de  I'Empereur — un  diner  qu'on  lui  avait 
accorde  de  donner  par  semaine,  et  autres  choses  semblables  ? 
Ce  contraste  du  froid  calcul  des  bureaux  avec  la  tempete  de 
nos  passions  n'aurait-il  pas  du  vous  frapper  vous-meme?  De 
tels  details  olTerts  a  celui  qui  nagueres  avait  gouverne  le 
monde  et  y  fesait  des  rois  1  Croire  qu'il  put  y  descendre  et 
les  ecouter  !  la  plume  tombe,  le  sang  bouillonne,  on  ne  salt 
a  qui  s'en  prendre.  "  Oh  1  cceurs  nobles  et  genereux  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne,  nation  Anglaise,  et  vous,  Prince  Regent, 
qui  la  representez  et  ambitionnez  la  gioire,  ce  n'est  pas  vous 
que  j'accuse ;  je  sais  que  vous  seriez  vous-memes  des  accusa- 
teurs  inexorables,  si  ces  details  vous  etaient  connus.  Vous 
vous  indigneriez  qu'on  put  ainsi  compromettre  votre  caractere 
— qu'au  milieu  de  ces  grands  interets  il  fut  question  de  quel- 
ques  pieces  d'argent,  la,  oil  il  s'agit  de  I'honneur  1  est-ce  la 
la  generosite,  le  faste,  la  grandeur,  dont  vous  vous  vantez  ? 
sont  cela  vos  sentiments  ?  etait-ce  votre  volonte  ?  et  c'est 
ainsi  qu'on  traite  en  votre  nom  oe  grand  ennemi  de  vingt 
ans ;  qui,  a  I'heure  de  I'adversite,  vous  estima  assez  pour 
.  choisir  son  refuge  precisement  au  milieu  de  vous  par  prefe- 
rence a  des  souverains  dont  I'un  s'etait  dit  son  ami,  I'autre 
etait  devenu  son  pere.  Ce  traitement  etait-il  dans  I'intention 
de  votre  legislature,  ou  Ton  avait  mis  en  question  si  sur  ce 
roc  malheureux  on  devait  le  considerer  en  souverain  ou  en 
captif  prive  ?  6tait-il  dans  le  langage  de  nos  ministres  memes, 
qui  avaient  dit  qu'a  la  liberte  pres  tout  serait  prodigue  pour 
adoucir  cette  situation  extraordinaire  ?  et  pourtant  tels  sont 
les  ignominieux  traitements  dont  on  entoure  celui  pour  lequel 
vous  avez  fait  embarquer,  dit-on,  un  palais  et  des  superfluites 
splendides." 

Glu'on  s'etonne  done  peu  si  ce  personnage  auguste  com- 
manda  de  lui  epargner  de  si  ignobles  details,  et  que,  montrant 
de  la  main  le  camp  du  63°,  il  s'ecria,  "  Q^u'on  me  laisse  tran- 
quille  I  si  j'ai  faim  j'irai  m'asseoir  parmi  ces  braves  gens; 
ils  ne  repousseront  pas  le  plus  vieux  soldat  de  I'Europe." 

Deja  TEmuereur,  lors  de  notre  arrivee,  avait  dit  au  sujet 
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de  quelques  difficultes  de  la  sorte — "  Si  je  n'avais  des  femmes 
avec  moi,  je  ne  voudrais  que  la  ration  d'un  soldat." 

Et  quels  rapports  ces  indignes  traitements,  ces  nombreux 
marques  d'egards,  ces  outrages  si  repetes,  ont-ils  avec  la 
surete,  la  garde  d'une  personne,  seul  objet  qu'on  se  propose, 
et  qui  on  a  pretendu  merne  vouloir  entourer  de  toute  la  deli- 
catesse,  de  toutes  les  indulgences  possibles. 

Dependant  vous  operates  vos  reductions  comme  vous  vou- 
Mtes.  On  nous  retira  des  domestiques  neccssaires,  on  nous 
fit  des  retranchements  sensibles,  si  bien  que,  n'ayant  reelle- 
ment  plus  le  necossaire,  il  fallut  y  pourvoir  soi-mcnie.  L'Em- 
pereur  ordonna  de  vendre  de  son  argenterie,  et  ce  fut  pour 
nous  un  sujet  de  peines  et  de  vexations  nouvelles  :  d'un  cote 
les  gens  de  I'Empereur  pleurants  de  briser  ce  qu'ils  i-egard- 
aient  comme  des  reliques,  de  I'autre  les  difficultes  suscitees 
par  vous  a  la  ville  et  vos  plaintes  de  ce  qu'on  s'etait  permis 
d'y  envoyer  ces  objets  sans  vous  en  demander  rautorisation. 

Ce  fut  vers  ce  temps  qu'il  fut  beaucoup  question  de  lettres 
venues  a  notre  adresse,  et  qu'on  nous  dit  que  vous  aviez  ren- 
voyees  en  Europe,  sans  nous  en  parler,  parcequ'elles  vous 
etaient  arrivees  en  dehors  du  canal  des  ministres.  Ce  reproche 
vous  a  fort  touohe ;  il  etait  mal  fonde,  m'avez-vous  dit  ici, 
jamais  vous  n'en  avez  renvoye.  Ici  je  vous  crois,  vous  m'en 
donniez  votre  parole.  Mais  a  Longwood  nous  ne  fimes  que 
rire  de  la  tournure  que  vous  employates,  nous  sommant  de 
dire  quand  et  quelles  lettres  vous  aviez  renvoyees.  (15)  Vous 
seul  pouviez  le  savoir.  II  est  certain  que  vous  m'en  gardates 
une  trente-cinq  jours.  Un  matin  elle  se  trouva  sur  mon 
bureau,  avec  d'autres  qui  arrivaient  fraichement.  Vous  m'a- 
vez  dit  ici  qu'elle  etait  demeuree  a  Plantation  House  par 
megarde,  et  que  vous  ne  voulutes  pas  donner  cette  excuse  de 
crainte  qu'on  put  en  douter.  Je  vous  approuve  fort,  j'ousse 
agi  de  meme  ;  mais  moi,  qui  n'en  savais  rien,  que  devais-je 
penser,  qu'eussiez-vous  pense  vous-meme  ? 


Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
(15)  I  was  accused  of  stopping  letters  that  came  from  the 
families  of  the  persons  at  Longwood.  Having  invariably  for- 
warded all  such,  without  regard,  in  some  instances,  to  their 
having  come  by  the  post  or  by  the  Secretary  of  State's  office, 
I  felt  indignant  at  meeting  reproach  when  I  expected  thanks, 
and  required  them  to  prove  the  ground  of  their  accusation. 
This  is  what  the  gentlemen  at  Longwood  found  so  pleas- 
ant. 
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(16)  II  arriva  aussi  vers  ce  temps  ime  oirconstance  qui 
peut  servir  a  peiudre  bien  des  ohoses  a  la  fois.  Apres  les 
couches  de  Madame  la  Comtesse  de  Montholou  un  jeune  ec- 
clesiastique  Anglais,  tres  fervent,  vient  baptiser  son  enfant ; 
nous  lo  retinmes  a  dejeiiner  a  la  table  de  service.  La  relig- 
ion ayant  ete  I'objet  de  la  conversation,  sa  figure  me  montra 
une  etrange  surprise  d' entendre  nos  regrets  de  nous  trouver 
sans  pretres  :  livre  sans  doute  a  la  croyance  vulgaire  et  au 
tas  de  sottises  dont  on  nous  envirorme  sans  cesse,  il  s'etait  at- 
tendu  a  se  trouver  parmi  des  renegats  ;  il  lui  echappa  d'a- 
vouer  qu'on  lui  avait  dit,  et  qu'il  avait  cru,  qu'a  Madere  un 
pretre  s'etait  oflert  a  nous,  mais  que  nous  I'avions  repousse, 
eu  I'apostrophant  de  quelque  sodatesque  grossierete.  II  fut 
bien  surpris  d'apprendre  que,  si  cettc  offre  avait  eu  lieu,  elle 
nous  etait  demeuree  etrangere.  Profitant  de  cette  oircon- 
stance, je  priai  I'ecclesiastique  apres  dejeuner  de  vouloir  bien 
passer  chez  moi.  Je  saisis  cette  occasion  si  naturelle  pour 
lui  peindre  la  situation  morale  ou  nous  nous  trouvions.  Nous 
avions  des  femmes,  des  enfants,  et  nous-memes,  pour  qui  le 
manque  des  exercices  religieux  etait  une  veritable  privation. 
Nous  desirions  vivement  y  remedier  sans  bruit  et  sans  osten- 
tation. Or,  c'etait  preoisement  son  affaire  naturelle,  lui 
disais-je ;  je  lui  confiais  nos  vceux  et  chargeais  sa  conscience 
du  soin  d'y  pouvoir  aupres  du  Gouverneur.  Des  cet  instant 
je  crus  voir  son  embarras  et  la  crainte  de  se  commettre,  tant 
la  terreur  nous  environnait.  Je  n'en  ai  plus  entendu  parler. 
N'aurait-il  pas  ose  remplir  sa  mission  ?  ou  aurez-vous  voulu 
que  sur  ce  point,  comme  sur  tout  autre,  je  vous  en  adressasse 
la  demande  moi-meme  ?  Si  je  ne  I'ai  pas  fait,  c'est  par 
I'embarras  et  la  crainte  d'un  ridicule  toujours  facile  sur  cet 
objet,  comme  aussi  par  la  crainte  que,  ne  nous  laissant  pas  a 
nous-memes  le  choix  de  ce  medeoin  de  Fame,  qui  requiert  plus 


Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
(16)  This  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  passages  in  the 
whole  of  the  paper.  To  ■wha.t  object  introduced  ?  It  never 
came  before  me  in  any  shape  to  demand  an  instant's  atten- 
tion, either  official  or  private.  Count  Las  Cases  seems  to 
want  to  make  it  appear  that  General  Bonaparte  or  the  per- 
sons around  him  wished  to  have  a  priest,  but  were  afraid  of 
the  ridicule  the  demand  for  one  would  have  occasioned. 
There  is  a  design  in  the  introduction  of  this  long  article  which 
time  alone  can  develop.  The  whole  of  it  is  in  Count  Las 
Cases'  peculiar  raa-nmev,  Jesuitical. 
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de  confiance  encore  que  celui  du  corps,  on  ne  nous  imposat  un 
Stranger  qui,  loin  de  nous  etre  de  quelque  consolation,  ne  nous 
donnerait  I'idee  que  d'un  surveillant  de  plus,  d'un  espion  au 
milieu  de  nous. 

Le  ton  des  notes  respectives  etait  devenu  si  vif  que  vous 
crutes  devoir  les  interrompre  pour  echapper  a  ce  que  vous  ap- 
pelliez  des  injures,  nous  des  verites,  et  qui  pouvaient  etre 
I'un  et  I'autre.  Vous  nous  dites  que  vous  interrompiez  la  cor- 
respondance.  Nous  nous  le  tenvimes  pour  dit,  nous  n'ccrivions 
plus.  II  est  bien  vrai  que  vous  pretendites  plus  tard  que  nous 
avions  mal  interprete,  o'etait  une  dispute  de  mots.  Vous  y 
mettiez  des  conditions  qui  le  rendaient  impracticables,  ce  qui 
vous  est  tres  familier ;  vous  exigiez  desonnais,  par  exemple, 
que  pour  qu'une  plainte  pent  etre  adrcssee  par  vous  a  votre 
Gouvernement,  elle  fut  signee  de  la  propre  main  de  I'Empe- 
reur.  Or,  comment  pouviez-vous  I'esperer  ?  a  qui  sur  la  terre 
I'Empereur  pourrait-il  porter  des  plaintes  ?  ou  est  un  tribunal 
pour  lui  sur  la  terre,  si  ce  n'est  celui  des  nations.  L'Empe- 
reur  ne  peut  se  plaindre  qu'a  Dieu.  Sont-ce  ces  plaintes  que 
Ton  a  craint  quand  on  lui  a  refuse  d'ecrire  au  Prince  Regent 
sans  etre  lu.  (17) 

La  delicatesse  sans  doute  semble  reprouver  cette  pensee, 
mais,  pourtant,  quel  motif  a-t-on  pu  avoir  dans  une  mesure 
egalement  injurieuse  a  la  dignite  de  ces  deux  grands  person- 
ages ?  quel  projet  peut-on  alors  preter  a  I'Empereur.  Je 
vais  vous  le  decouvrir;  il  voulait,  a  I'aide  de  ce  couvert  ro- 
specte,  se  procurer,  par  la  seule  voie  convenable  qui  lui  demeu- 
rait,  des  nouvelles  de  sa  femme  et  de  son  fils,  et  Ton  trouva 
le  moyen  de  le  persecuter  dans  ce  qu'un  epoux,  un  pere,  avait 
imagine  de  plus  innocent  et  de  plus  tendre. 

L'interruption  de  toute  correspondance  avait  ete  precedee 
de  celle  des  communications  verbales  :  I'Empereur,  a  la  suite 
de  trois  ou  quatres  audiences,  avait  resolu  de  ne  plus  vous 
recevoir.  Nous  n'avions  plus  desormais  aucun  moyen  de 
nous  [vous  ?]  atteindre. 

Nous  esperions  ne  plus  vous  voir.  Vous  n'en  reparaissiez 
pas  moins  comme  de  coiitume.  Tout  fuyait  a  votre  approche ; 
chaoun  de  nous  cherchait  son  asyle  ;  et  vous  continuiez  triom- 
phant  la  ronde  du  cachot  ou  se  blottissaient  vos  victimes.  (18) 


SiK  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 

(17)  No  application  was  ever  made  to  me  to  send  a  letter 
to  the  Prince  Regent ;  the  question  occurred  before  my  arrival. 

(18)  Count  Las  Cases  has  an  advantage  over  me  in  imagery. 
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C'est  sur  ces  entrefaites  et  dans  oes  dispositions  qu'arrive 
d'Europe  un  batiment.  Les  depeches  vous  parviennent,  et 
vous  venez  avec  pompe  a  Longwood,  entoure  d'un  nombreux 
(19)  Etat  Major,  demander  a  faire  a  I'Empereur  des  commu- 
nications nouvelles  et  particulieres.  Chacun  de  nous,  a  cet 
eclat,  a  ces  expressions,  ne  doute  pas  qu'elles  ne  soyent  de 
plus  agreables.  L'Empereur,  soit  qu'il  ne  pense  pas  de  merae, 
soit  qu'a  ses  yeux  la  nature  des  communications  ne  dut  in- 
fluer  en  rien  sur  la  nature  de  Fintevmediaire,  refuse  de  vous 
recevoir.  duelques  jours  plus  tard  il  consent  d'entendre  sur 
oe  sujet  I'un  de  vos  ofRoiers.  du'avaitil  a  lui  communiquer? 
Les  choses  les  plus  desagreables,  du  style  le  plus  choquant. 
"  C'etait  dont  la  ce  que  vous  lui  reserviez  en  personne,"  (20) 

nous  ecriames  nous  tous duel  autre  sentiment  eussiez- 

vous  eu  a  notre  place  ?  Ces  depeches  portaient  entre  autres 
choses  de  nous  faire  recommencer  nos  declarations  et  de  signer 
la  formule  pure  et  simple  qu'on  nous  presenterait.  Lors  des 
premieres  declarations  on  avait  cru  gagner  quelque  chose  sur 
nous  en  nous  impiimant  la  crainte  d'etre  ici  pour  toujours. 
Cette  fois  on  nous  connaissait  mieux.  L'on  etait  bien  plus 
sur  de  nous  asservir  en  nous  menacant  de  nous  en  faire  sortir 
aussitot.  Aussi  fut-ce  avec  cette  alternative  qu'on  nous  pre- 
senta  une  formule  qui  nous  repugnait  extremement  dans  ses 
expressions.  Nous  nous  debattimes  vainement.  Le  shie  qua 
non  retentissait  sans  cesse  au  fond  de  nos  ccEurs.  Nous  dev- 
ions  etre  envoyes  immediatement  au  Cap,  et  laisser  seul  I'objet 
cher  et  sacre  de  nos  vceux  et  de  nos  soins,  le  voir  descendre 


SiE  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  he  addresses  this  paper  to  me  in  a  con- 
ciliatory point  of  view. 

(19)  I  went  up  with  Sir  Thomas  Reade  and  one  aid-de-camp. 

(20)  "  Nous  ecriames  nous  tous  I"  Here  is  another  exam- 
ple of  the  turn  given  to  my  official  proceedings.  It  was  fully 
explained  at  the  time  my  object  was  only  to  make  known  the 
general  contents  of  the  instructions  I  had  received,  and  to 
arrange  for  the  details  afterward  with  his  officers.  I  had 
orders  to  send  away  four  persons,  and  it  was  not  with  any  of 
those  persons  themselves  I  could  discuss  the  matter.  General 
Bonaparte  himself  was  the  only  proper  person  to  speak  first 
to  on  the  occasion,  if  any  attention  was  desired  to  be  shown 
to  his  wishes  as  to  the  selection  of  the  individuals  to  be  sent 
away  ;  and  this  was  my  onhj  object  in  desiring  to  communi- 
cate the  instructions  in  the  first  instance  to  him, 
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vivant  au  tombeau.  Nous  signames  a  son  ins9u,  sachant  qut 
nous  lui  fesions  de  la  peine.  II  s'irritait  de  tant  de  vexations ; 
nous  signames  dans  le  mystere  de  la  nuit  quand  il  reposait,  et 
nous  nous  applaudimes  de  ce  triomphe  surses  dispositions  per- 
sonnelles.  O'etait  le  triomphe  de  fils  tendres  qui  trompent 
ieur  pere  pour  le  servir.  ' 

Vinrent  les  restrictions  nouvelles  acoompagnant  nos  nou- 
velles  declarations.  Vous  y  retrecissiez  de  beaucoup  notre 
premiere  enceinte.  Vous  enleviez  I'ancienne  promenade  que 
I'Empereur  fesait  jadis  a  cheval.  Vous  motiviez  cette  re- 
striction, parcequ'il  ne  le  fesait  plus.  Vous  ajoutiez,  avec 
beaucoup  de  formes,  que  s'il  lui  prenait  jamais  envie  de  la 
refaire,  sur  son  desir  les  postes  seraient  retablis  pour  le  tcms 
de  cette  promenade.  (21)  Nous  nous  repetilmes  aussitot, 
"  Voila  encore  frapper  d'une  main  et  se  blanohir  de  I'autre  ; 
maltraiter  mechamment  ici,  et  se  tenir  habilement  en  mesure 
vis-a-vis  des  Ministres  et  de  I'opinion  ;"  car  il  n'etait  pas  fais- 
able  de  replacer  les  postes  pour  cette  promenade  de  fantaisie, 
et  vous  nous  connaissiez  trop  bien  pour  craindre  qu'on  vous  le 
demandat  jamais.  Le  reste  des  restrictions  contenait  des 
choses  plus  ou  moins  desagreables  pour  chacun  de  nous,  qui 
en  primes  ou  en  laissames  ce  que  nous  voulumes.  Mais  ce 
qu'on  aurait  de  la  peine  a  imaginer,  et  que  peu  voudront 
croire,  c'est  que  vous  y  disiez  que,  si  I'Empereur  dans  ses 
promenades  venait  a  rencontrer  quelqu'un,  il  ne  devait  pas 
aller  au  dela  des  paroles  que  prescrit  la  politesse  ordinaire.  (22) 


Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 

(21)  There  was  no  communication  made  that  the  post 
would  be  re-established.  He  had  not  once  used  that  road 
during  eight  months  from  the  time  of  my  arrival ;  but,  if  he 
wished  to  use  it,  the  simple  form  of  making  the  orderly  officer 
acquainted  with  his  desire  is  thus  perverted  into  an  insult. 
Here  Count  Las  Gases  makes  his  own  comments  ;  they  are 
no  longer  those  of  General  Bonaparte  ;  he  only  echoes  this 
malignity. 

(22)  It  was  a  request  made  to  General  Bonaparte,  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  any  unpleasant  interference  with  him  if  he 
was  observed  to  be  conversing  at  length  with  persons  who, 
without  the  Governor's  authority,  might  endeavor  to  throw 
themselves  expressly  in  the  way  for  that  purpose.  As  the 
request,  however,  gave  so  much  umbrage,  it  was  rescinded 
from  the  regulation,  but  I  have  been  compelled  to  provide  for 
the  observation  of  the  rules  by  other  means. 
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duelles  restrictions  ?  quelles  formes  ?  a  qui  les  adressiez-vous  ? 
Gtuels  furent  nos  sentiments  ?  Ce  ne  fut  pas  de  Tindignation, 
depuis  long-temps  elle  etait  epuisee ;  il  nenousrestait  plusdesor- 
mais  pour  les  nouvelles  insultes  qu'une  espece  d'ebahissement 
stupide;  mais  si  ces  restrictions  gagneraient  I'Europe,  si  eUes 
y  devenaient  publiques — et  Ton  nous  a  assure  que  vous  les 
aviez  tenues  ici  dans  une  espece  de  mystere — si  elles  etaient 
connues  des  peuples,  si  elles  parvenaient  aux  rois  aupres  des- 
quels  vous  avez  ete,  quels  sentiments  croyez-vous  que  seraient 
les  leurs  ?  Q,uoiqu'il  en  soit,  nous  les  avons  devorees  en 
nous-memes,  nous  donnant  bien  do  garde  de  les  laisser  par- 
venir  jusqu'a  I'auguste  personnage  qui  en  etait  I'objet  et  qui 
les  ignore  probablement  encore  a  cette  heure.  (23)  Cepen- 
dant  on  multiplia  partout  les  sentinelles,  on  avan9a  les  lieures 
ou  elles  nous  resserraient ;  on  creusa  des  fossees,  on  palissada 
le  tour  de  I'establissement  et  de  son  ecurie,  qui  en  etait  a 
deux  pas  ;  on  arma  deux  veritables  redoutes,  que  les  Ohinois 
et  les  soldats  qui  les  elevaient  nommerent  gaiement  a  nos  yeux 
le  fort  Hudson  et  le  fort  Lowe.  (24) 

Glu'est-il  resulte  de  tout  cela  ?  C'est  que  I'Empereur,  qu'on 
avait  degoute  de  ses  promenades  a  obeval,  qui  s' etait  reduit  a 
quelques  malheureux  tours  a  pied  dans  le  jardin  ou  dans  le 
bois,  rencontrant  partout  a  chaque  pas  des  objets  qui  le  heur- 
taient,  s'est  renferme  dans  la  chambre,  ou  vous  le  ferez  mourir 
infailliblement  sous  peu.  La  faculte  pense  que  ce  defaut 
absolu  d'exercice  I'y  conduit  a  grands  pas.  Elle  a  du  vous 
le  fairs  connaltre.  II  est  certain  que  c'est  son  opinion.  Vous 
repondez  que  c'est  I'Empereur  qui  I'aura  voulu,  et  que  vous 
vous  en  lavez  les  mains  ;  mais  vous  lui  avez  done  rendu  la 
vie  bien  insupportable,  si  vous  convenez  ainsi  qu'il  appelle  et 
desire  la  mort.  Gluelle  effroyante  responsabilite  1  Et  si  je 
voulais  m'y  arreter,  Monsieur,  peut-etre  vous  convaincrais-je 
quels  tendres  soins,  quelle  anxieuse  sollicitude  (du  moins  durant 


Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 

(23)  Count  Las  Cases  must  know  he  here  writes  what  is 
not  true.  He  dared  not  conceal  the  knowledge  of  any  such 
paper  from  General  Bonaparte,  who  did  see  it,  and  made  his 
own  observations  upon  it. 

(24)  These  were  inclosures  put  round  the  house  and  garden 
by  his  own  desire  to  keep  cattle  out.  The  Corsican  and 
French  domestics  at  Longwood  are  as  witty  as  the  Chinese. 
They  have  a  sobriquet  for  all  the  persons  of  the  family,  such 
as  "  Un  tel  le  nieriteur,  et  Count  Las  Cases  le  Jesuite." 
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le  temps  de  votre  administration)  devraient  vous  inspirer  la 
crainte  des  derniers  moments  de  ce  grand  homme. 

(25)  Je  viens  de  passer  maintenant  en  revue  les  prineipales 
circonstances  dont  j'ai  ete  temoin  a  Longwood.  A  present 
laissez-moi  vous  demander  a  mon  tour,  Monsieur,  quels  peu- 
vent  avoir  ete  les  causes,  les  motifs,  de  cos  rapides  et  severes 
aggravations,  de  cette  situation  journellement  et  si  cruellement 
empiree  ?  La  haute  et  importante  portion  de  votre  ministere, 
celle  de  veiller  a  la  demeure  de  I'Empereur  Napoleon  dans 
Tile  de  St.  Helene,  n'est  elle  pas  la  meme  que  lors  de  son 
arrivee  et  de  la  votre  dans  cette  ile  ?  D'oii  viennent  de  si 
durs  et  si  bartares  changements  ?  Le  danger  s'est-il  accru  ? 
les  chances  se  sont-elles  multipliees  ?  avez-vous  decouvert 
quelque  complot  ?  quelque  correspondance  s'etait-elle  etablie? 
avez-vous  saisi  quelque  fil  ?  pouvez-vous  indiquer  quelques 
faits,  preciser  quelques  soupfons  ?  Non  ;  et  si  vous  ne  pre- 
tendez  par  la  que  combattre  toutcs  les  chances  possibles  et  a 
prevoir,  ou  vous  arreterez-vous  ?  Car  la  mort  seule  pent  les 
embrasser  toutes.  Mais  il  est  notoire,  et  vous  en  conviendrez 
sans  doute,  que,  depuis  votre  arrivee  dans  I'ile,  le  premier,  le 
seul  acte  quelconque  est  celui  pour  lequel  je  me  trouve  ici  en 
ce  moment.  (26)  Vous  avez  pu  croire  d'abord  que  vous  alliez 
decouvrir  de  grandes  ohoses.  Vous  avez  vu  avec  quelle 
facilite,  quel  calme,  j'ai  couru  au  devant  de  vos  idees.  Je 
me  suis  prete  a  vous  ouvrir  a  discretion  mes  papiers  les  plus 
secrets,  ceux  qui  contenaient  jour  par  jour  mes  pensees  et  mes 
actions.  Vous  avez  pu  vous  y  convaincre  de  mon  assertion 
emise  plus  haut  que  cette  circonstance  actuelle  est  la  pre- 
miere, le  seule  de  ce  genre,  et  vous  savez  actuellement  que 
cette  circonstance  n'est  rien,  mais  absolument  rien.  II  est 
done  vrai,  ou  du  moins  nous  avons  A\x  nous  en  penetrer,  et 
tout  homme  impartial  le  pensera  avec  nous,  que  I'aigreur, 
I'irritation,  les  sentiments  personnels,  ont  conduit  toutes  ces 
mesures   beaucoup    plus    que   la   necessite   du    devoir   pub- 


SiR  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 

(25)  On  recumng  to  these  circumstances,  vi'hat  do  they 
prove  ?  Count  facts  as  exhibited  by  Count  Las  Cases'  ovi'n 
statements,  and  judge.  They  are  mere  pretexts  for  quarrel 
raised  out  of  the  hot-bed  of  disappointed  ambition,  mortified 
self-love,  and  national  vanity,  aggravated  by  every  malicious 
comment  that  a  rancorous  spleen,  disdainful  of  every  regard 
to  truth  or  real  delicacy  can  dictate. 

(36)  Count  Las  Cases  had  deserved  it  for  many  others. 
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lie.  (27)  Ce  qu'il  y  a  de  certain,  c'est  qu'on  en  est  convaincu  a 
Longwood  ;  nous  vous  y  regardons  comme  I'aggravateurde 
nos  jours  ;  le  calme  de  ma  solitude,  un  tout  autre  point  de  vue, 
arrete  ici  des  expressions  plus  fortes  qui  m'eussent  echapp6es 
sans  doute  de  Longwood,  de  oet  autre  du  malheur  que  vous  avez 
rendu  une  fournaise  pour  nos  sensations.  On  y  croit  done 
que  c'est  a  vos  ressentiments  personnels  que  nous  devons 
toutes  vos  aggravations  et  Tempirement  de  nos  maux.  Per- 
sonne  moins  que  moi  n'est  dispose  a  prejuger  le  mal.  Mais 
je  sais  que  I'homme  dans  ses  determinations  echappe  rare- 
ment  a  des  impulsions  secretes  qui  se  derobent  a  lui-meme  en 
se  cachant  dans  les  replis  du  coeur.  Descendez  dans  le  votre, 
sondez,  analysez,  vous  vous  etonnerez  peut-etre.  Je  suis 
d'autant  plus  fonde  a  insister  la  dessus  que  dernierement  vos 
visites  out  aide  a  m'instruire.  Vous  vous  plaignez  d'irrita- 
tion,  vous  parlez  souvent  de  votre  calme,  et  vous  etes  tres  irri- 
table et  tres  souvent  irrite.  Vous  vous  flattez  de  faire  abne- 
gation de  vos  propre  sentiments  ;  d'etre  pleinement  impartial, 
et  vous  etes  tres  passionne  ;  d'etre  etranger  a  la  haine,  et  vous 
la  ressentez  vivement ;  et,  ce  qu'il  y  a  de  pis  pour  pouvoir 
nous  entendre,  c'est  que  vous  croyez  dire  vrai,  et  que  je  suis 
tres  porte  a  croire  que  vous  vous  en  imposez  a  vous-meme. 
Nous  ne  voyons  jamais  dans  nos  relations  que  le  mauvais 
cote  des  ohoses,  dites  vous  sans  cesse  ;  vous  etes  plus  impar- 
tial, plus  franc,  plus  juste,  dans  vos  rapports.  Rarement  on 
est  bon  juge  dans  sa  propre  cause,  Monsieur  ;  cette  impartial- 
ite,  cette  exactitude,  est  precisement  ce  dont  nous  doutons  le 
plus.  Vous  avez  a  oet  egard  un  grand  avantage  sur  nous. 
C'est  sur  nos  pieces  que  vous  faites  ces  observations  et  vos 
rcpiiques.  Mais  nous — ou  sent  les  votres  ?  quel  ne  devrait 
pas  etre  I'embarras  de  ceux  qui  auraient  a  prononcer  entre 
nous,  quand  nous  nous  produisons  ainsi  au  grand  jour,  et  que 
vous  vous  demeurez  dans  le  mystere  1  quel  moyen  nous  reste 
alors  de  nous  defendre  de  vos  erreurs  ?  Cette  reflexion  ne 
pent  manquer  de  frapper  un  jour  vos  Ministres,  s'ils  veulent 
etre  justes.  (28) 


Sir  Hodson  Lowe's  Notes. 

(271  This  aigreur,  irritation,  sentiments  personnels,  is  pre- 
cisely vifhat  it  was  the  object  of  General  Bonaparte  and  Count 
Las  Cases — the  former  probably  at  the  suggestion  of  the  latter — 
to  urge  me  to.  Nothing  mortified  General  Bonaparte  so  much 
as  my  "  impassibilite."     Of  this  the  Journal  contains  a  proof. 

(28)  You  have  here.  Count  Las  Cases,  a  full  opportunity 
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Le  peu  que  nous  connaissons  de  vos  idees  est  la  plupart  du 
temps  captieux  et  trompeur.  Ce  sont  des  touniures  parfaite- 
ment  justes  en  princ.ipes — inadmissibles,  nulles  dans  I'appli- 
cation.  Ainsi,  par  exemple,  vous  m'avez  dit  ici,  qu'a  la  ga- 
rantie  de  la  personne  de  rEmpereur  pres,  et  aux  communica- 
tions avec  lui  sans  votre  autorisation,  vous  etiez  pret  a  adopter 
tout  ce  qui  pourrait  ameliorer  notre  situation.  Q,uoi  de  plus 
raisonnable?  me  suis-je  eerie.  Mais  des  que  nous  sommes 
entres  dans  les  details,  vous  eussiez  ete  tente  d'aller  encore 
plus  loin  que  vous  n'etes  deja,  et  ainsi  de  beaucoup  d'autres 
choses.  Mais  revenons  a  ce  qui  me  concerne  personnellement ; 
j'etais  celui  qui  attirait  surtout  votre  attention,  et  sur  lequel 
se  dirigeait,  distinctement,  je  le  pensais  ainsi,  votre  malveil- 
lance.  Je  le  meritais  ;  le  plus  tranquille  peut-etre  par  ca- 
ractere,  je  me  suis  montre  le  plus  susceptible  par  la  circon- 
stance.  J'ai  ete  le  plus  ardent.  J'etais  fier,  plein  de  ma  sit- 
uation. J'osaisl'exprimer  en  touteliberte.  Vous  devez  tout  ce 
que  j'ai  fait,  ecrit,  a  ce  sentiment ;  rien  a  la  mechancete,  elle 
m'est  etrangere  ;  ainsi  je  peignais,  j'exprimais  dans  mes  let- 
tres  tout  ce  que  je  voyais,  tout  ce  que  j'eprouvais,  et  avec 
d'autant  moins  de  scrupule  pour  ce  qui  vous  concernait,  que  je 
vous  I'envoyais  a  vous-meme.  Si  j'eusse  ecrit  dans  le  mystere, 
peut-etre  j'eusse  ete  plus  retenu.  Ces  lettresvous  ont  deplu; 
arme  centre  moi,  vous  avez  fini  par  me  les  interdire  en  m'in- 
sinuant  que  vous  me  retireriez  d'aupres  de  I'Empereur  si  je 
continuais. 

(29)  Vous  m'avez  vu  demander  en  Europe  des  objets  neces- 
saires  a  ma  personne.  Vous  etes  venu  me  dire  qu'il  en  exis- 
tait,  envoyes  d'Angleterre,  dont  je  pourrais  faire  usage.  J'etais 
resolu  que  vous  ne  me  trouveriez  jamais  individuellement  sur 
la  note  de  vos  depenses,  ni  sur  la  liste  d'aucune  demande.  Je 
vous  refusai  ;  alleguant  qu'il  n'etait  pas  dans  mes  habitudes 
d'accepter  rien  tant  que  je  possedais  quelque  chose,  que  je 
voulais  couserver  mes  sentiments  libres,  ne  pas  les  gcner  par 
la  reconnaissance.     Vous  me  f  ites  dire  a  quelques  jours  de  la 


Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
to  make  known  to  them  every  thing  you  wish  ;  and  in  a  fol- 
lowing paragraph,  you  saj'  the  present  letter  conveys  your 
sentiments  with  even  less  reserve  than  if  you  wrote  in  private. 
(29)  Here  Count  Las  Cases  acknowledges  he  refused  my 
attentions,  and  drew  forth  an  insult  to  himself  from  the  offer. 
In  a  subsequent  part  he  complains  of  his  wants  not  being  at- 
tended to 
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que  vous  vous  plaindriez  de  ce  que  je  refusals  avec  mepris  ce 
que  m'of&ait  votre  Gouvernement.  Vous  vous  plaigniez  de 
mes  conversations  avec  ceux  qui  passaient.  Je  detruisais  a 
leurs  yeux  les  inepties  ridicules  qu'on  avait  entassees  sur  le 
plus  grand  des  caracteres.  Je  leui-  appvenais  des  traits  qui 
leur  etaient  inconnui  et  dont  Us  dcmeuraient  frappes.  (30) 
Vous  me  reprochiez  de  propager  avec  zele  ce  qui  nous  con- 
cernait,  de  maniere  a  le  faire  penetrer  en  Europe.  Je  me 
croyais  celui  qu'on  egorge  a  1  eoart  dans  un  champ,  et  qui,  a 
defaut  de  secours,  prend  a  temoiii  les  oiseaux  de  passage ;  etait- 
ce  manquer  a  votre  pays,  violer  les  lois,  que  de  leur  faire  par- 
venir  la  verite  ?  c'etait  les  servir,  bien  meriter  d'eux.  Vos 
efiorts  centre  nous  a  cet  egard,  vos  excessives  et  severes  pre- 
cautions centre  vos  propres  compatriotes  memes,  ne  pouvaient, 
disions-nous,  qu'accroitre  et  justifier  notre  iiitime  persuasion 
que,  vous  confiant  dans  la  distance  et  votre  situation  pour  le- 
gitimer  vos  actes  arbitraires  (31)  aux  yeux  du  Gouvernement, 
vous  n'aviez  plus  d'autre  crainte  que  de  les  savoir  connus  du 
public.  Autrement  pourquoi  nous  tenir  au  secret  ?  pourquoi 
gener  la  vue  et  la  conversation  de  vos  compatriotes,  s'il  n'y 
avait  rien  a  leur  cacher  ?  etait-ce  crainte  que  nous  leur  fis- 
sions de  fausses  peintures  ?  mais  il  leur  fallait  au  contraire  les 
laisser  voir  par  eux-memes,  et,  les  faits  detrompant  leurs  yeux, 
ils  fussent  partis  en  plaignant  nos  malheurs  de  nous  exagerer 
ainsi  nos  peines. 

Lorsqu'il  fut  question  d'oter  quelqu'un  d'aupres  de  I'Empe- 
reur,  vous  declarates  que  votre  choix  tomberait  sur  moi  (32) 
si  vous  ne  croyiez  que  je  lui  fusse  utile.     En  un  mot,  vos  in- 


SiR  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 

(30)  Count  Las  Cases  must  have  spoken  to  many  persons 
who  did  not  do  me  the  favor  to  make  any  thing  known  of 
what  he  communicated. 

(31)  Actes  arbitraires!  where  are  they  specified  ?  If  any 
such  had  been  committed,  would  not  Count  Las  Cases  have 
availed  himself  of  the  strong  argument  this  would  have  af- 
forded him  ? 

(32)  I  suffered  Count  Las  Cases  to  remain  so  long  after 
receiving  authority  to  send  away  four  persons,  solely  from  con- 
sideration to  General  Bonaparte,  to  whom  I  considered  him 
useful.  It  is  likely  Count  Las  Cases  himself  felt  disappoint- 
ed at  this  determination,  for  he  began  immediately  afterward 
to  take  such  steps  as  compelled  me  to  remove  him,  and  by 
this  means  perhaps  save  his  honor  with  his  chief 
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sinuations,  vos  avertissements,  se  repetaient  en  toute  occasion. 
Je  m'eii  importais  peu,  j'en  dois  convenir.  Arrive  a  nn  cer- 
tain degre,  le  martyr  ne  caloule  plus  des  tourments,  on  s'y 
complait  peut-etre.  Et  depuis  long-temps  j 'avals  atteint  ce 
point.  La  mesure  etait  comble  au  physique  comme  au  moral ; 
j'etais  litleralement  a  peine  a  I'abri  des  injures  de  I'air  dans 
ma  demeure  ;  s'il  pleuvait,  j'y  etais  inondc  ;  s'il  fesait  du  so- 
leil,  j'y  etais  etoufle.  Mon  fils  et  moi  nous  n'avions  pour 
chambre-a-couctier  que  I'espace  de  deux  tres  petits  lits.  Nous 
etions  I'un  sur  I'autre.  En  verite  j'eusse  ete  mieux  a  Nevy 
Gate.  Sans  le  motif  sacre  qui  tenait  mon  ame  en  force,  mon 
corps  eut  infailliblement  succoinbe  il  y  a  longtems.  Vous  ne 
pouviez,  vous  ne  deviez,  ignorer  cet  etat.  Si  je  me  suis  ob- 
stine  a  ne  vous  rien  adresser  a  ce  sujet,  je  fesais  ee  qui  etait 
digne.  C'etait  a  vous  d'y  remedier  de  voiis-meme.  (33)  "II 
doit  veiller  sur  moi  pour  le  bion  aussi  bien  que  pour  le  mal," 
me  disais-je.  Le  vrai  c'est  qu'on  semblait  nous  considerer  com- 
me oes  objets  de  reprobation  pour  qui  tout  est  encore  trop  bon  ; 
et  pourtant,  a  Lieu  ne  plaise  que  j'ose  appeller  I'attention  sur 
un  objet  auguste,  si  merveilleusement  reconvert  par  I'elan  de 
tout  un  peuple,  et  qui  n'en  a  ete  arraohe  de  nouveau  que  par 
les  efforts  aveugles  des  nations  et  I'ostracisme  inquiet  des  rois. 
Je  ne  veux  parler  que  de  ceux  qui  I'entourerent.  Q,u'avait- 
on  a  me  reprocher, — a  moi,  qui,  victime  de  deux  grandes  re- 
volutions, et  toujours  au  rebours  de  mes  interets,  ai  perdu  mon 
patrimoine  en  soutien  d'un  monarque  qu'on  avait  abattu,  et 
sacrifie  ma  famille,  ma  fortune,  donne  ma  liberte,  pour  soig- 
ner  un  monarque  qu'on  avait  eleve  ?  (34) — a  ce  venerable 
Grand  Marechal,  le  modele  du  devouement  et  de  toutes  les 
vertus,  qu'avait-on  a  lui  reprocher  ?  et  de  merae  des  autres. 
"  Non,"  me  disais-je  alors  avec  orgueil,  "  nous  ne  sommes 
pas  des  coupables,  ni  meme  des  gens  ordinaires.  Nous  profes- 
sions la  plus  grande,  la  plus  noble,  la  plus  rare  des  vertus ; 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes, 

(33)  I  visited  Count  Las  Cases'  rooms,  and  afterward  di- 
rected Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard  to  do  the  same,  in  order  to 
have  some  improvements  effected  in  them,  when  General  Bo- 
naparte himself  interfered,  and  would  allow  no  repairs  to  go 
on.  This  was  reported  at  the  time,  but  judgment  of  the  mat- 
ter may  be  safely  left  to  Count  Las  Cases'  own  account  of  it. 

(34)  And  perhaps  is  at  this  moment  plotting  how  to  ap- 
proach, flatter,  and  undermine  the  sovereign  who  has  suc- 
ceeded him. 


No.  55.  LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS.  353 

nous  donnons  un  bel  exemple  au  monde,  nous  nous  gravons  k 
jamais  dans  le  coeurs  genereux.  Nous  soutenons  ici  I'honneur 
de  ceux  qui  entourent  les  rois.  Apres  nous  on  ne  dira  plus 
qu'il  n'est  pas  de  devouement,  de  fidelite,  (35)  d'amour  pres 
des  trones  malheureux,  ou  bien  Ton  sera  force  de  convenir  du 
moins  que  Napoleon  avait  su  les  creer. 

J'avais  un  domestique  habitant  de  I'ile.  II  vous  donna  de 
I'ombrage,  vous  decidates  de  me  I'enlever.  Rien  de  plus 
simple  ;  mais  vous  voulutes  le  remplacer  par  un  de  votre 
choix.  Je  le  refusal  ;  je  repondis  a  votre  officier  que  vous 
pouviez  par  la  force  mettre  garnison  dans  ma  ohambre,  mais 
jamais  de  mon  consentement ;  que,  si  je  ne  pouvais  avoir  un 
domestique  de  mon  choix,  je  me  servirais  de  mes  propres 
mains.  Vous  persistates,  et  je  dus  demeurer  sans  domes- 
tique. (36)  Dependant  il  vous  etait  si  aise  de  me  satisfaire, 
puisque  vous  pouviez  limiter  mon  choix  par  vos  refus.  Ce 
domestique  que  vous  m'avez  enleve  revint  peu  de  tems  apres 
me  dire  qu'il  comptait  se  rendre  en  Angleterre,  et  m'offrait 
ses  services.     Je  lui  donnai  deux  lettres  secretes.    Vous  aviez 


Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. 
(36)  It  is  not  unlikely  one  of  Count  Las  Cases'  main  ob- 
jects in  accompanying  General  Bonaparte  to  St.  Helena,  was 
to  collect  materials  for  his  historical  work  :  insinuating  him- 
self by  every  possible  means,  by  a  gross  flattery  and  adula- 
tion, such  as  was  never  before  paid  to  any  European  mon- 
arch, into  the  good  graces  of  Napoleon,  undermining  all  his 
other  French  followers,  for  he  had  alternately  quarrelled  with 
all  of  them  (and  at  the  time  of  his  separation  from  Longwood 
was  hardly  on  speaking  terms  with  the  only  two  who  dined 
at  the  table  with  Napoleon  and  him),  drawing  every  thing 
he  possibly  could  from  him,  sacrificing  his  son's  health  in  the 
labors  of  an  incessant  compilation  of  what  he  jjathered,  in  op- 
position to  the  express  warnings  of  his  medical  advisers  that 
his  health  would  be  ruined  by  it,  and,  when  he  had  made  up 
his  packet,  to  depart.  This  idea  was  mentioned  to  General 
Bonaparte,  who  was  forcibly  struck  with  it,  and  said  "  it 
was  perha'ps  so." 

(36)  Three  persons  were  sent  successively  to  Coimt  Las 
Cases  to  make  his  selection  from.  He  might  have  had  as 
many  more  to  choose  from,  but  the  description  of  servant  he 
required  was  a  soldier,  who  could  read  English  and  copy 
letters  for  him — not  to  be  selected  by  me,  but,  on  inquiry 
among  the  regiments,  by  another  person. 
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verifie  a  present  qu'elles  i)"etaient  rien.  L'une  etait  urie  rela- 
tion au  Prince  Lucien  qui  vous  avait  ete  destinee  ;  1' autre 
une  pure  communication  d'amitie.  (37)  N'importe,  vos  re- 
strictions avaient  ete  enfreintes,  et  je  suis  ici.  J'ai  regarde 
comme  au  dessous  de  moi  de  discuter  jusqu'a  quel  point 
s'etendaient  vos  droits  sur  ma  personne.  S'il  y  avait  exces, 
les  lois  m'en  feraient  justice.  Je  ne  marchande  point  une 
peine.  J'acoepte  oe  qui  se  trouve,  et  m'en  punis  le  lende- 
main  moi-meme  au  centuple.  Je  me  suis  impose  le  plus 
grand,  le  plus  penible  des  sacrifices.  "  On  m'a  souille," 
vous  ai-je  ecrit;  "je  ne  pourrais  plus  etre  desormais  un  sujet 
de  consolation  pour  I'Empereur.  Je  ne  serais  plus  a  ses  yeux 
qu'un  objet  fletri  qui  lui  rappellerait  d'injurieux  souvenirs.  (38) 
Je  me  bannis  de  Longwood.  J'irai  au  loin  implorer  de  le  re- 
voir,  et  je  reviendrai  j'espere  par  une  route  distante  et  purifiee. 
Je  me  retire  de  la  sujetion  volontaire  ou  je  me  placais  vis-a- 
vis de  vous.  Je  me  remets  sous  la  protection  des  lois,  et 
vous  demande  ma  liberte."  Toutefois,  si  j'ai  dedaigne  de 
considerer  ce  que  vous  aviez  fait  vis-a-vis  de  moi  en  m'arra- 
chant  de  Longwood,  il  n'a  pu  m'echapper  de  sentir  vos  torts 
dans  la  violation  de  ce  sanctuaire  malheureux,  II  vous  eut 
ete  si  aise  de  m'appeller  au  siege  de  votre  Gouvernement ; 
j'etais  a  vos  ordres ;  vous  auriex  obtenu  le  meme  resultat, 
et  vous  eussiez  epargne  la  blessure  profonde  que  vous  aurez 
cause.  (39) 
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(37)  The  letter  to  Lady  Clavering,  "a  simjile  communica- 
tion of  friendship !  '."  Read  the  contents,  and  judge  of 
Count  Las  Cases'  mode  of  stating  matters. 

(38)  Count  Las  Cases  had  predetermined  not  to  return  to 
Longwood.  This  is  an  extract  of  the  first  letter  he  addressed 
to  me  after  his  separation.  His  introduction  of  the  passage 
on  this  occasion,  knowing  I  had  not  communicated  his  letter, 
and  supposing  a  copy  would  be  sent  of  the  present  paper, 
shows  how  eager  he  was  to  have  this  strained  excuse  for  not 
returning,  on  my  offer  to  him  of  not  doing  so,  made  known 
to  General  Bonaparte,  while  it  might  tendJ;o  keep  alive  the 
injurieux  souvenirs  he  anticipates  will  be  cherished  against 
me. 

(39)  I  should  not  have  obtained  the  same  results  ;  his 
papers  would  not  have  been  secured.  If  the  wound  is  a  de&p 
one,  it  is  one  that  Count  Las  Cases  has  caused  to  be  inflicted 
upon  himself. 
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Une  fois  specialement  entre  vos  mains,  je  me  plais  a  le 
confesser,  je  me  suis  vu  entoure  d'egards  que  je  n'attendais 
pas.  J'ai  vu  chaque  jour  quelque  difference  meillure  que  je 
n'aurais  pas  soupfonnee.  Cette  enigme  m'a  singulierement 
frappe.  "  Serait-ce  facilite  de  mon  oaraotere  ?"  me  disais- 
je  ;  "  me  serais-je  trompe  a  Longwood  ?  me  tromperais-je 
ici  ?"  Non,  vous  ne  me  sembliez  pas  en  effet  le  meme.  Je 
ne  vous  voyais  plus,  comme  je  vous  ai  dit,  au  travers  du  crepe 
sanglant  ;  enfin,  j'ai  decouvert  le  noeud.  (40)  C'est  qu'ici  je 
me  suis  trouve  a  votre  niveau  ;  tout  a  ete  en  harmonie  entre 
nous,  et  vous  ne  I'avez  jamais  ete  un  instant  avec  cette  gigan- 
tesque  echelle  de  Longwood,  dont  vous  ne  voulez  pas  apper- 
cevoir  la  grandeur,  ou  que  vous  vous  obstinez  a  vouloir  reduire 
plutot  que  de  monter  pour  I'atteindre.  Vous  avez  trace  un 
cercle  trop  etroit  pour  renfermer  des  objets  qui  debordent  en 
tout  sens  ;  et  vous  les  mutilez  de  toute  maniere  pour  les  oon- 
traindre  d'y  entrer.  Vous  vous  irritez  de  ne  pas  reussir.  Vous 
rappellez  I'idee  de  celui  qui  dans  la  fable  appliquait  les  voya- 
geurs  sur  son  trop  petit  lit,  amputant  tout  oe  qui  en  depassait. 
Vous  avez  parle  d'erreur  dans  nos  positions  ;  la  voila,  Mon- 
sieur, la  veritable  erreur.  Je  I'ai  deoouverte,  et  depuis  j'ex- 
plique  tout.  Essayez  de  la  mediter  a  votre  tour,  et  voyez  ce 
que  vous  en  penserez  vous-meme.  Vainement  vous  objec- 
teriez  la  lettre  de  vos  instructions.  II  n'en  saurait  etre  pour 
un  ministere  aussi  important,  aussi  extraordinaire,  que  le  votre. 
Elle  vous  placerait  au  dessous  de  votre  mission ;  elle  est  grande 
cette  mission,  si  vous  ne  sauriez  la  trop  elever.  De  quelle  il- 
lustration vous  vous  plaisez  a  vous  priver  1  Dans  la  poursuite 
de  la  gloire,  apres  ma  situation  a  Longwood,  le  premier  poste 
que  j'eus  demande  a  la  fortune  eut  ete  d'etre  le  Gouverneur 
de  oette  ile.     (41)  J'eusse  connu  toute  I'importance,  I'etendue 
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(40)  Here  a  very  remarkable  change  of  style  ensues.  Count 
Las  Cases  is  placed  more  under  my  power,  and,  in  proportion 
as  lie  has  opportunities  of  communication,  finds  himself  de- 
ceived in  the  opinions  he  had  at  first  formed  of  me.  He  even 
pays  me  the  compliment  to  say  he  finds  me  on  the  same  level 
as  himself  But  wiU  all  this  undo  the  mischief  his  former 
unjust  prejudices  and  resentments  have  occasioned,  or  do 
away  the  malevolence  of  his  intentions  ? 

(41)  I  know  also  the  importance  of  the  duty  intrusted  to 
me.  It  is  not  merely  to  prevent  his  escape,  but  to  prevent, 
aB  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  any  artful  fanatic  admirer  -who 
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de  mon  devoir.  Je  I'eusse  rempli.  La  surete  de  mon.  captif 
cut  etc  garantie.  Mais  au  dedans  de  cela,  je  n'eus  pas  voulu 
lui  laisser  un  desir.  II  ne  m'eut  pas  sufR  qu'il  m'estimat,  je 
I'aurais  force  de  m'aimer.  Je  n'eusse  aborde  ses  chaines  qu'a 
genoux,  et  qu'on  ne  mn  dise  pas  que  des  instructions,  des  or- 
dres  severes  me  forceraient  de  faire  le  contraire  en.  depit  de 
moi-meme.  Le  riche  traitement  de  St.  Helene,  les  honneurs 
que  ce  poste  pourrait  me  valoir,  la  confiance  dont  il  me  serait 
deja  le  garant,  ne  me  seraient  rien  aupres  de  I'independance 
du  coeur  et  du  sufirage  de  1' opinion.  D'autres  me  succede- 
raient. 

Et  quels  perils  ne  pouvez-vous  pas  vous  composer  ?  Vous 
connaissez  mieux  que  moi  I'histoire  de  votre  pays.  Vous  savez 
combien  de  chefs,  de  generaux,  apres  des  missions  penibles  et 
difficiles,  sont  tombes  victimes  du  changement  du  pouvoir  ou 
du  caprice  de  I'opinion.  S'il  vous  arrivait  quolque  malheur, 
que  de  voix  peut-etre  s'eleveraient  d'ici  centre  vous  ?  Vous 
pouvez  vous  creuser  un  abime.  Vous  me  repondrez  par  le 
temoignage  de  votre  conscience.  Sans  doute  c'est  le  plus 
grand,  le  plus  consolant,  le  plus  doux,  mais  il  n'est  plein  et 
entier  qu'avec  Dieu  ;  (42)  il  n'est  que  trop  souvent  insufHsant 
avec  les  hommes.  Combien  il  en  est  qui  aveo  une  confiance 
pure  ont  succombe  sous  la  douleur  de  I'injustice  de  I'opinion! 
Combien  d'autres  sont  demeures  fletris  par  la  calomnie  victo- 
rieuse  I  (43)  Votre  juge  JefTries,  je  croix,  d'odieuse  memoire, 
d'un  nom  si  execre,  peut-etre,  apres  tout,  n'etait-il  qu'un 
homme  executant  a  la  lettre  des  reglements  barbares.  (44) 
Les  terns  des  chances  malheureux,  la  calomnie,  I'exageration, 
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obtains  a  facility  for  approaching  him  making  him  a  handle 
for  their  [his  ?]  own  views.  To  conciliate  the  execution  of 
my  duty  with  every  regard  possible  to  his  personal  feelings 
and  comfort  forms  one  of  the  leading  features  of  my  instruc- 
tions, and  I  have  no  necessity  for  any  advice  from  Count  Las 
Cases  as  to  my  mode  of  executing  them,  where  rude,  repulsive 
manners  on  one  side,  and  artful  insinuations  on  the  other,  do 
not  place  it  out  of  my  power. 

(42)  This  is  truly  "  un  morale  de  Jesuites." 

(43)  Count  Las  Cases  and  his  Chief  have  clone  all  that 
lies  in  their  poivcr  to  inflict  2cpon  me  the  injury  of  which 
the  former  now  gives  me  warning. 

(44)  Here  Count  Las  Cases  reverts  again  to  his  insidious 
attacks. 
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I'esprit  de  parti  auront  pu  faire  le  reste,  et  viola  comme  on 
peut  s'inscrire  a  faux  dans  I'histoire  ?  et  quel  heritage  (45) 

Comment   s'y   exposer  s'il   pouvait  en   etre  autre- 

ment  ?  et  ioi,  Monsieur,  qui  pourrait  vous  soutenir  dans  le 
oas  d'une  lutte  fatale  ?  II  n'est  plus  aujourd'hui  que  deux 
grands  partis.  Vous  etes  ne  aii  sein  des  ideas  liberales,  et  je 
ne  vous  fais  pas  I'injustice  de  croire  qu'elles  ne  demeurent 
votre  doctrine.  Mais,  par  un  bizarrerie  singuliere,  vous  vous 
trouvez  en  ce  moment  comme  I'agent  direct  de  la  vieille  aris- 
tocratie.  Si  vous  etiez  jamais  dans  le  cas  d'en  appellor  a 
I'opinion  publique  pom-  des  griefs  de  la  nature  dont  il  s'agit 
ici,  n'en  doutez  pas  vous  auriez  contre  vous  dans  toutes  les 
nations  tous  ceux  de  votre  religion,  et  ne  pensez  pas  que  vous 
eussiez  du  moins  pour  support  tous  ceux  du  parti  contraire. 
J'en  ai  longtems  fait  partie.  J'en  connais  le  fort  et  le  faible. 
Glui  nie  qu'a  cote  d'heresies  politiques  la  resident  essentielle- 
ment  I'elevation  d'ame  et  la  generosite  de  sentimens  ?  Vous 
en  seriez  abandonne. 

A  present  je  vous  ai  dit  franchement  tous  les  griefs  et  les 
sentiments  revenus  a  mon  souvenir  ;  je  vous  ai  parla  avec  la 
derniere  liberie,  mais  avec  la  meillure  intention;  non  avec  le 
fiel  qui  desire  blesser,  mais  avec  le  sentiment  qui  veut  in- 
struire.  Je  repete  encore  ici,  que,  si  je  venais  a  m'etre 
trompe  dans  quelques  citations,  les  pieces  officielles  m'ont 
manque  ;  et  si  je  ne  me  trouvais  pas  dans  le  vrai  pour  toute 
autre  chose,  je  serais  du  moins  dans  I'erreur  de  bonne  foi  ; 
j'ai  pense,  cru,  senti,  veritablement  tout  oe  que  j'ai  ecrit. 
En  le  lisant  je  desire  que  vous  y  portiez  les  dispositions  avec 
lesquelles  je  I'ai  trace.  J'aime  a  le  redire,  j'ai  bien  moins 
songe  a  vous  faire  des  reproohes  qu'a  vous  mettre  a  meme 
de  mediter,  de  repondre,  peutetre  de  reparer,  fut-ce  a  mes 
depens. 

(46)  Puisse  de  cette  lecture  naitre  d'utiles  lumieres  et  un 
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(45)  It  is  the  very  man  ■who  has  attempted  to  do  me  this 
irreparable  injur)',  vi^ho  has  done  his  very  utmost  to  "  m'in- 
scrire  a  faux  da?ts  I'histoire,"  and  who  knows  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  it,  that  now  presumes  to  present  to  me  his 
envenomed  advice.  I  thank  him  however  for  the  candor  of 
his  warnings. 

(46)  As  Count  Las  Oases  here  ceases  to  attack  me,  I  cease 
to  reply  to  him.  So  far  as  professions  go,  he  appears  sincere, 
and  I  wish  to  look  no  further  into  his  motives  and  expressions 
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meilleur  avenir  !  et  c'est  ici  le  lieu  de  vous  faire  connaitre  la 
situation  oil  j'ai  laisse  Longwood.  Aucune  expression  ne  sau- 
rait  la  i-endre  dignement.  L'existence  y  etait  devenue  intole- 
rable ;  prive  de  toute  coran^unication,  veritablement  au  secret, 
nos  heures  etaient  devenues  de  plomb.  Tout  jusqu'a  Fair  que 
nous  respirons  ne  nous  semblait  plus  qu'unc  fade  poison.  Le 
degoilt  de  la  vie  y  etait  au  dernier  terme.  Le  fardeau  surpas- 
sait  nos  forces,  et  pour  comble  de  malheur  nous  voyions  de- 
perir  a  chaque  heure  celui  pour  lequel  nous  vivions,  et  son 
sourire  muet  nous  annonfait  chaque  jour  plus  significative- 
ment  que  bientot  il  briserait  nos  chaines  ....  ines  larmes 
coulent  .  .  .  nos  maux  etaient  tels  dans  cette  demeure  que 
s'il  etait  possible  d'y  interrompre  un  moment  le  devoir  sacre 
qui  y  remplit  nos  ames  et  les  gouverne, — s'il  etait  possible, 
dis-je,  qu'il  y  eut  ce  moment  de  distraction  qui  rendrait  cha- 
cun  a  soi-meme, — -je  ne  serais  pas  surpris  que  nos  malheureux 
compagnons  I'employ-assent  a  s'entre  donner  la  rnort,  a  I'ex- 
emple  de  quelques  anciens,  pour  se  liberer  des  peines  de  la 
vie,  et  qu'on  vint  nous  apprendre  un  matin  que  Longwood 
n'est  plus,  qu'un  sepulcre,  et  que  vous  n'avez  plus  a  votre 
garde  que  des  cadavres.  Je  vous  peins  ici  du  reste  la  pensee 
qui  m'a  tentee,  le  sentiment  qui  m'a  surpris  plus  d'une  fois  ; 
et  lorsquo  vous  m'avez  enleve  a  cet  horrible  sejour,  si  c'eut 
ete  pour  me  conduire  a  la  mort,  je  n'eus  pas  fait  un  pas  pour 
m'y  derober — peut-etre  m'eut  elle  semble  un  bienfait. 

Un  tel  etat  de  choses,  de  tels  supplices,  sont-ils  dans  le  vceu, 
I'esprit  de  votre  prince,  de  vos  ministres,  de  votre  legislature, 
de  votre  nation,  de  votre  cceur  ?  Q-uelle  fatalite  I  .  .  .  .  d'ou 
vient  done  tout  le  mal  que  vous  oausez  ? 

Gluoiqu'il  en  soit,  de  loin  comme  de  pres,  un  seul  sentiment 
remplit  mon  coeur  et  y  fait  taire  tons  les  autres.     Veillez  a  la 
sante  de  I'Empei-eur,  conservez  ses  jours  ;  je  vous  benirai. 
(Signe)  Le   Compte  de  Las  Cases. 
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throughout  than  what  the  obvious  sense  of  them  points  out. 
In  this  respect,  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  latter  as  favorable, 
in  the  same  manner  that  I  have  regarded  most  of  the  preced- 
ing passages  to  be  eminently  offensive,  answering  them  as 
they  came  under  my  hand  as  their  tenor  appeared  to  me  to 
deserve.  Many  parts  would  require  a  fuller  comment,  and 
may  meet  it. 
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No.  56 
To  Count  Bertuand. 

B.tLCo.MBE's  Cottage,  Dec.  20,  1816. 
Monsieur  le  Grand  Mauechal — Le  Gouverneur  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe  vient  de  m'offrir  avec  beaucoup  de  politesse  et 
d'interet  de  retourner  a  Longwocd.  Suv  mon  refus  et  I'ob- 
servation  qui  I'a  suivie  de  n'y  jamais  rentrer  que  par  I'expres 
dcsir  de  I'Empereur,  le  Gouverneur  m'a  ajoute  qu'il  avait  des 
raisons  de  croire  que  I'Empereur  le  desirait — ce  desir,  Mon- 
sieur le  Grand  Marechal,  serait  ma  loi  supreme  ;  il  comble- 
rait  mon  cosur  et  vaincrait  a  I'instant  la  Constance  avec  la- 
quelle  j'etais  resolu  de  souflrir  un  supplice  inexprimable  en 
I'honneur  des  lois  et  de  mon  caractere — toute  fois  avant  de 
recevoir  I'expression  de  ce  desir  que  j'invoque  de  toute  mon 
ame,  je  m'estimerais  heureux  de  pouvoir  vos  faire  connaitre 
les  motifs  qui  avait  determine  tout  d'abord  mon  refus.  Je 
prie  done  M.  le  Gouverneur  de  vouloir  bien  vous  communi- 
quer  ma  correspondance  du  30  Novembre,  du  2,  4,  et  18  De- 
cembre  ;  il  ne  pourrait  avoir  objection  a  une  chose  agreable 
pour  nous  indifi'erente  pour  lui  :  car,  si  je  retourne  a  Long- 
wood,  je  vous  ferai  connaitre  sufRsamment  ces  pieces,  et,  si  je 
n'y  retournais  pas,  vous  les  sauriez  il  est  vrai,  mais  ce  doit 
etre  de  peu  d'importance,  puisque  vous  les  auriez  sues  si  j'y 
avais  ete,  et  que,  ne  devant  pas  communiquer,  nous  n'en  sau- 
rions  tirer  auoun  avantage  respeotif.  Le  seul  resultat  reel  ne 
serait  done  que  la  satisfaction  morale  pour  moi  de  vous  avoir 
fait  connaitre  mes  pensees  et  mes  sentiments  en  cette  occa- 
sion. Ma  reconnaissance  serait  entiere,  et  la  generosite  du 
Gouverneur  complete,  s'il  voulait  me  faire  connaitre  que  ce 
retour  ne  saurait  prejudioier  en  rien  a  mes  interets,  et  de- 
meurerait  tout  a  fait  etranger  aux  lois,  ce  qui  lui  serait 
bien  facile. 

1".  En  m'assurant  que  ce  retour  n'alterera  en  rien  la  na- 
ture ni  Teflet  des  reponses  qui  pourraient  arriver  d'Angleterre, 
non  plus  que  de  la  demande  que  je  lui  renouvelle  en  ce  mo- 
ment de  me  rendre  en  ce  pays  pour  y  traiter  la  sante  de  mon 
tils  et  la  mienne,  qui  sent  dans  un  etat  deplorable  et  s'empi- 
rent  a  chaque  instant  d'une  maniere  efiVayante. 

2^°.  En  declarant  qu'il  ne  veut,  ni  ne  pretend,  profiter  en 
quoi  que  ce  soit  de  ce  retour  pour  se  liberer  et  s'affranchir  en 
aucune  maniere  quelconque  de  tous  droits  au  recours  que  la 
loi  pourrait  me  donner  centre  lui  pour  ses  actes  et  mesures 
vis-a-vis  de  moi  depuis  le  25  Novembre,  jour  de  mon  enleve- 
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ment,  jusqu'a  celui  de  mon  retour  a  Longwood.  Q,uoiqu'il  eu 
soit,  M.  le  Grand  Marechal,  toutes  ces  considerations  dispa- 
raitront  au  seul  geste,  au  seul  signe  de  TEmpereur,  me  per- 
mettant  d'aller  retrouver  a  ses  pieds  uii  bonheur  qui  me  man- 
que ;  j'y  eusse  vole  des  que  j'ai  pu  en  entrevoir  la  liberte. 
Mais  il  n'y  eiit  eu  rien  en  cela  que  pour  moi  ;  tout  y  eut  ete 
dans  I'interet  de  mes  sentiments;  et  mon  devoucment  a  I'Em- 
pereur  centre  moi-meme,  mon  respect  profond  pour  tout  ce  qu'il 
peut  vouloir,  sont  bien  superieurs.  Comte  Las  Cases. 


No.  57. 
To  Lieut. -GrENEEAL  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Balcombe  Cottage,  Dec.  22,  1816. 

Monsieur,  le  Gouverneur — Vous  me  reiivoyez  aveo  vos 
corrections  indiquees  la  lettre  que  j'avais  ecrite  au  Comte  Ber- 
trand  sur  I'ofTre  verbale  que  vous  m'aviez  faite  de  retourner  a 
Longwood.  Ainsi  comme  cela  nous  arrive  pre.sque  toujours 
ioi,  TofTre  n'etait  reelle  qu'en  apparence,  elle  devait  s'evanouir 
devant  les  details  de  I'execution.  J'en  suis  peu  surpris  ;  re- 
flechissant  I'autre  jour  a  votre  offre  apres  votre  depart,  j'avais 
conclu  qu'il  en  serait  ainsi ;  vous  aviez  eu  la  bonne  foi  de  me 
dire  que  vous  ne  vouliez  pas  permettre  qu'entre  Longvi^ood  et 
moi  nous  combinassions  nos  idees,  c'est-a-dire,  en  d'autres 
mots,  que  nous  connussions  nos  veritables  desiis.  Vous  pouvez 
avoir  sans  doute  de  bonnes  raisons  pour  cela,  je  ne  dis  pas  le 
contraire,  mais  aussi  de  mon  cote  je  ne  dois  pas  me  rendre 
dupe  et  concourir  a  induire  en  erreur,  peut-etre,  ceux  qui 
s'interessent  a  moi.  Vous  etes  trop  avantageusement  situe 
entre  nous,  et  je  ne  dois  point  ecrire  au  Comte  Bertrand  non 
mes  pensees,  mais  ces  que  vous  me  dicteriez  ;  je  m'en  ab- 
stiendrai  done.  Je  regarderai  votre  offre  comme  non  avenue, 
parce  qu'elle  est  impracticable,  et  je  me  refererai  irrevocable- 
ment  pour  mes  pensees,  mes  sentiments,  mes  decisions  sur  cet 
objet,  a,  ma  premiere  lettre  du  30  Novembre. 

Vous  etes  dans  I'erreur,  Monsieur,  si  vous  avez  compris  que 
je  vous  demandais  des  reponses  a  tons  Ics  arguments  et  les 
articles  de  mes  lettres  :  je  ne  les  ai  inseres  que  pour  leur  re 
sultat.  Je  respecte  vos  occupations.  Monsieur,  et  le  prix  de 
votre  tems,  aussi  n'ai-je  demaride  que  le  simple  accuse  de  re- 
ception ;  et  pour  la  regularite  des  choses,  je  ne  pense  pas  que 
vous  puissiez  avoir  aucune  objection  a  me  le  refuser.  Vous 
paraissez  surpris,  Monsieur,  de  I'etat  deplorable  de  notre  sante 
en  cet  instant,  et  vous  revenez  deuz  fois  a  vous  Itoimer  que  je 


No.  57.  LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS.  361 

ne  vous  en  ai  pas  fait  parveniv  mes  plaintes  lorsque  j'etais  a 
Longwood.  Monsieur,  je  ne  songeais  gueres  a  mon  corps  a 
Longwood,  et  d'ailleurs  quand  je  soufFrais  je  me  plaignais  au 
docteur,  et  non  a  I'autorite.  Vous  pouvez  vous  informer  de 
lui  :  quant  a  mon  fils,  je-suis  bien  etonne,  Monsieur,  qu'il  ne 
vous  soit  rien  reyenu  par  la  voix  publique  de  sa  situation,  des 
consultations  qui  y  ont  ete  faites  a  son  sujet,  des  crises  qu'il  y 
a  eprouves,  des  saignees  qu'il  a  souffertes,  &c.  &c.  ;  est  il 
bien  extraordinaire  que  nos  circonstances  presentes  accroissent 
nos  maux,  empirent  rapideraent  notre  etat  ? 

Je  viens  a  votre  arrete  de  ma  deportation  au  Cap  :  j'y  lis 
que  Ton  retiendra  tons  ceux  de  mes  papiers  qui  auront  des 
rapports  avec  I'auguste  personne  a  laquelle  je  trouvais  doux  de 
consacrer  mes  soins  et  ma  vie.  Q,uels  autres  papiers  pour- 
rais-je  avoir  ?  que  veut  done  dire  que  je  serai  libre  d'empor- 
ter  tons  les  autres  ?  N'est-ce  pas  encore  ici  olTrir  quelque 
chose  et  ne  rieti  donner  ?  Vous  retenez  mon  Journal,  ce  seul 
et  veritabk  objet  de  tant  de  bruit,  ce  depositaire,  encore  in- 
forme,  inexact,  jusqu'ici  inconnu  a  tous,  ou  jour  par  jour 
j'^rivais  oe  que  je  pensais,  ce  que  je  voyais,  ee  que  j'enten- 
dais  ;  est-il  du  papier  plus  sacre,  plus  a  moi  que  celui  la?  et 
pouvez-vous  pretexter  cause  d'ignoranee  de  son  contenu  ?  Je 
vous  I'ai  laisse  candidement,  parcourir  deux  heures  a  discre- 
tion, a  feuille  ouverte,  ou  a  articles  choisis  dans  la  table  des 
matieres,  ne  deviendrez-vous  pas  r«sponsable  de  la  tournure 
que  vous  lui  aurez  donne — da  I'abus  que  vous  en  aurez  fait 
faire  ?  N'aurez-vous  peut-etre  pas  a  vous  justifier  un  jour  de 
I'idfe  tres  fausse  sans  doute  que  vous  en  aurez  donne  a  vos 
ministres.  Vous  me  I'avez  dit  un  joui~nal  politique :  je 
n'avais  pas  le  droit,  ajoutiez  vous,  dans  la  situation  ou  je 
me  trouvais,  de  tenir  registre  de  ce  que  disait  I'Empereur  Na- 
poleon. C'etait  un  abus  surtout  que  j'y  eusse  introduit  des 
pieces  officielles,  disiez  vous  ;  eomme  si  tout  ce  que  je  voyais, 
lisais,  touchais,  entendais,  n'etais  pas  de  droit  et  sans  incon- 
venient du  dornaine  de  ma  pensee  et  de  ma  propriete  tant  que 
le  recueil  en  demeure  mysterieux  et  secret.  Soupconnerait- 
on  de  pareils  principes  pulses  au  sein  des  idees  liberales 
d'Angleterre.  N'y  reconnaitrait-on  pas  bien  plutot  les  max- 
imes  odieuses  de  la  police  du  Continent  ?  Et  qui  trouvera-t-on 
dans  ce  Journal  ?  des  dires,  des  actes,  des  mots  sublimes  de 
I'auguste  personne  qui  en  etait  I'objet ;  des  materiaux  de  sa  vie, 
et  des  choses  peu  agreables  pour  vous.  Mais  qui  lui  aura  donne 
de  la  publicite  ?  Ne  devait-ce  pas  etre  retouche  ?  Ne  pouvait- 
66  «tre  change,  altere,  rectifie  ?  qui  I'aura  empeche  ?  ce  n'est 
Vol.  II.— Q, 
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pas,  du  reste,  Monsieur,  que  rien  de  ce  qui  arrive  aujourd'hui 
puisse  d'ailleurs  me  porter  jamais  a  dire  sur  ce  qui  vous  con- 
cerne  autrement  que  ce  que  je  penserai,  ce  que  je  croirai  vrai. 

Enfin,  dans  votre  arrete,  vous  pronoiicez,  en  date  du  20 
Decembre,  que  je  serai  separe  de  Longwood  et  envoye  au 
Cap  de  Bonne  Esperance.  Q,ui  ne  croirait,  a  la  forme  et 
aux  expressions,  que  vous  portez  cette  decision  en  opposition 
de  moi-meme?  Tandis  que  vous  prononcez  la  un  jugement 
desormais  etranger,  et  depuis  nombre  de  jours,  a  la  course 
nouvelle  dont  il  s'agit,  vous  separez  quelqu'un  qui  depuis  20 
jours  s'est  retire  entre  vos  propres  mains,  de  la  suggestion 
volontaire  a  laquelle  il  s'etait  soumis — qui  depuis  18  jours 
vous  a  authentiquement  somme  d'eloigner  de  File — qui  s'est 
doute  de  tout  cela  dans  votre  piece.  XJne  lettre  de  vous  Tac- 
compagne,  me  laissant  le  choix  de  me  soumettre  a  ce  juge- 
ment, ou  de  retourner  a  Longwood,  attire  pa^'  I'appas  du  bon- 
heur  que  j'y  trouverais,  vous  laissant  tromphant  et  tranquille 
maitre  de  mes  papiers  les  plus  secrets,  de  nouveau  votre  cap- 
tif,  soumis  encore  aux  memes  fouilles,  aux  memes  saisies,  aux 
memes  enlevements  quand  cela  vous  plairait.  Non,  Monsieur, 
je  n'ai  point  de  choix  a  faire  :  je  n'ai  qu'a  vous  repeter  desor- 
mais toujours  les  meme  choses  :  "  Remplissez  les  lois  vis-a-vis 
de  moi :  si  je  suis  coupable,  faites  moi  juger  ;  si  je  ne  le  suis 
pas,  rendez  moi  a  la  liberie.  Si  mes  papiers  sent  etrangers  a 
cette  aifaire,  rendez-les  moi  ;  si  vous  les  croyez  susceptibles 
d'examen  grave,  envoyez-les  a  vos  ministres,  et  faites-moi 
suivre  avec  eux.  De  plus,  la  sante  de  mon  fils  et  la  mienne  de- 
mandent  imperieusement  de  se  retrouver  au  sein  de  toutes  les 
ressources  :  je  vous  implore  de  nous  envoyer  en  Angleterre." 

Rien  n'etait  plus  simple,  et  pourtant  rien  ne  s'est  plus  com- 
pliqu6.  Vainement  vous  m'objecteriez  vos  instructions:  elles 
n'ont  pu  pourvoir  ces  cas  particuliers  :  vos  incertitudes  meme 
me  prouvent  qu'elles  ne  vous  sont  ni  precises  ni  claires:  vous 
avez  d'abord  voulu  me  garder  dans  I'ile  au  secret  et  separe 
de  Longwood,  vous  ne  croyiez  pas  devoir  m'envoyer  au  Cap. 
Vous  tardez  ici  lettre  de  vos  instructions  pour  en  faire  sortir 
un  resultat  force,  mais  craignez  d'etre  responsable  aux  minis- 
tres de  les  avoir  mal  saisies,  et  a  moi  d' avoir  viole  les  lois  en 
ma  personne.  Craignez  que  la  plupart  de  ces  mesures  ne  se 
trouvent  a  la  fin  des  actes  vexatoires  et  arbitraires.  J'ignore 
quels  droits,  quels  recours,  ces  lois  peuvent  me  menager  ;  mais 
heureusement  je  peux  dormir  sur  mon  ignorance;  je  sais  qu'elles 
veillent  pour  moi.  Vous  croirez  vous  quitte  quand  je  serai  au 
Cap  separe  de  mes  papiers  que  vous  retenez  pres  de  vous ;  mais 
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si  je  demeure  captif  dans  ce  nouvel  endroit,  les  vents  vous  re- 
porteront  ici  mon  eternal  dilemme,  et  nos  plaintes  das  tour- 
ments  moraux  que  vous  aurez  accrus,  das  souffrances  da  corps 
que  vous  aurez  empirees,  car  ce  sera  vous  qui  m'y  ratiandraz 
ou  par  vos  ordres  directes  ou  par  vos  instructions  secretes.  On 
ne  saurait  lever  de  scelles  qu'en  presence  de  celui  qui  y  est  in- 
teresse.  Me  ferez-vous  revanir  du  Cap  pour  les  lever  ici  ?  me 
retiendrez-vous  au  Cap  jusqu'a  ce  que  I'ordre  vienne  de  les 
envoyer  en  Angleterre  ?  ou  tout  cela  vous  raeuera-t-il  ?  et  il 
etait,  et  il  est  encore  un  moyan  si  simple  qui  arrangorait  tout. 
Mon  penchant  natural  a  aplanir  les  affaires  me  fesait  oourir 
au  devant  de  toutas  les  difficultes.  J'obviais  a  tout ;  je  me 
soumettais  volontairement  d'avance  en  Angleterre  a  toutes  les 
mesures  arbitraires  qui  pouvaient  equivaloir  a  la  quarantaiiie 
du  Cap.  Concession  gratuite,  laquelle  memo  en  ne  I'offrant 
pas  ne  m'en  laisserait  pas  moins  ici  toute  la  faveur  et  la  force 
des  lois  ;  j'ajoutais  encore  la  raison  si  valable  de  la  sante  de 
mon  fils  et  de  la  mienne  :  la  crainte  de  blasser  la  lettre  da 
quelque  point  de  vos  instructions  aura  ete  plus  forte  a  vos 
yeux  que  la  necessite  et  la  bon  droit  de  cedar  a  leur  esprit,  a 
la  force  das  chosas,  a  1' impulsion  de  Thumanite.  II  en  est 
tems  encore,  Monsieur  :  rendez-vous  a  ce  que  je  sollicite.  Je 
croirai  que  ce  dernier  sentiment  Thumanite  vous  aura  decide ; 
et  je  croirai  vous  devoir  quelqua  chose.  La  double  reclama- 
tion des  papiers  par  Longwood  et  par  moi  ne  saurait  etre  une 
difficulte  excusable ;  on  demandara  quel  pas  avez  vous  fait  pour 
la  lever?  Voulez-vous  que  j'ecrive  moi-meme  a  ce  sujat  ? 
trois  rnots  suffiront  pour  nous  mettra  indubitablement  d'accord. 
Q,uoiqu'il  en  soit,  Monsieur,  quelque  d  ecision  que  vous  vous 
arretiez,  quelque  peine  qui  me  soit  menagee,  il  n'en  saurait 
etre  de  comparable  a  calla  da  demeurer  sur  ce  roc  maudit 
lorsque  j'y  seis  separe  de  I'objet  auguste  qui  m'y  avait  attire ; 
toute  heure,  touta  minute  que  j'y  passa  dans  cette  situation 
sont  des  annees  pour  mon  malheureux  fils.  Je  vous  demande 
done,  et  vous  le  redemanderai  sans  cassa  a  chaque  instant — 
eloignez-moi  de  ce  lieu  de  souffrance. 

J'ai  I'honneur,  &c.  Le  Comte  de  Las  Cases. 


No.  58. 
To  Geneeal  Count  Bertrand. 

Plantation  House,  Die.  23,  1816. 

Monsieur  le  Comte — Je  viens  dans  ce  moment  de  chez 
le  Comte  Las  Cases.      Je  lui  ai  dit  que  pour  lever  tout  obsta- 
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cle  de  ma  part  a  son  retour  a  Longwood,  jusqu'a  ce  que  les  re- 
ponses  arriveraient  d'Angleterre,  j'etais  pret  a  vous  remettre 
la  lettre  qu'il  yous  avait  destine,  et  vous  faire  voir  toute  sa  cor- 
respondance  aveo  moi.  II  rii'a  repondu,  "  Cela  ne  changerait 
rien.  Mon  sort  est  decide.  J'ai  porte  le  jugement  sur  moi- 
meme."  II  m'a  remercie  cependant  pour  Toffre  que  je  lui 
faisais.     Je  crois  qu'il  vous  en  ecrira  lui-meme. 

J'ai,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  59. 
To  General  Count  Bertrand. 

James  Town,  Dec.  25,  1816. 
Monsieur  le  Grand  Marechal — Je  vous  quitterai  bien- 
tot.  J'obtiens  liberte  de  vous  renouveler  mes  adieu.v.  Je  ne 
sais  combien  de  temps  Ton  promenera  mon  corps,  mais  veuillez 
dire  a  I'Einpereur  que  mon  ame  s'en  sera  separee  avant  de 
quitter  la  vie  ;'  en  quelque  lieu  qu'on  me  jette,  il  ne  me  reste 
plus  desormais  qu'a  me  ressouvenir  et  pleurer.  Cependant, 
ma  douleur  sera  ma  consolation  et  ma  force.  J'avais  eu 
I'honneur  de  vous  ecrire  sur  une  offre  du  Gouverneur  de  le- 
tourner  a  Longvifood  ;  mais  m'ayant  renvoye  ma  lettre,  avec 
ses  corrections  indiquees,  j'en  suis  revenu  des  lors  irrevocable- 
ment  a  mes  premieres  determinations.  Vous  en  trouverez 
les  motifs  dans  une  correspondance  et  surtout  dans  ma  lettre 
du  22  ;  j'espere  qu'on  ne  fera  aucune  difEculte  de  vous  les 
communiquer.  Le  Gouverneur  est  revenu  le  lendemain  et 
le  sur-lendemain  pour  cet  objet ;  et  pour  me  prouver  sa  grande 
sincerite  de  mon  retour  a  Longwood,  il  m'a  offert  alors  de 
vous  envoyer  ma  lettre  telle  que  je  I'avais  d'abord  eorite,  et 
d'y  joindre  meme  ma  correspondance,  ce  qu'il  m'avait  d'abord 
refuse  ;  mais,  "  II  n'etait  plus  temps,"  lui  ai-je  dit ;  "j'avais 
prononce  mon  propre  jugement.  Mes  destins  devaient  s'ac- 
complir."  Toutefois  il  m'a  prie,  et  je  lui  ai  promis,  de  vous 
rendre  temoignage  de  ses  ofTres  et  de  mon  refus.  Adieu  !  en- 
core une  fois  je  vous  embrasse  tous  et  a  la  hate.  J'ai  besoin 
de  m'arracher  a  mes  pensees  et  a  mes  sentimens. 

(Signe)  Le  Comte  de  Las  Cases. 


No.  60. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Longwood,  Dec.  26,  1816. 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — J'ai  parle  de  la  conversation 
'   Sic  ;  but  query  ? 
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que  j'ai  eu  I'honneur  d'avoir  aveo  vous,  et  j'ai  communique 
la  lettre  en  Franpais  que  vous  m'avez  envoyee  apres  avoir  vu 
le  Comte  Las  Cases.  II  a  resulte  que  vous  etes  dans  I'inten- 
tion  de  le  renvoyer  soit  a  Longwood  comme  avant  son  arres- 
tation,  soit  au  Cap  de  Bonne  Esperance,  en  retenant  ici  ses 
papiers  sous  le  scelle  jusqu'a  ce  que  votre  Gouvernement  en 
ait  decide.  Le  parti  de  renvoyer  le  Corate  Las  Cases  au  Cap 
serait  bien  cruel.  A  peine  il  serait  arrive  au  Cap  que  le 
Gouverneur  le  ferait  rembarquer  pour  venir  mouiller  dans 
cette  ile,  qui  est  sur  le  chemin  du  Cap  en  Angleterre.  Vous 
lui  auriez  done  fait  faire  1200  lieues  et  six  semaines  de  navi- 
gation ;  c'est  a  dire,  autant  que  d'ici  en  Angleterre.  Ses 
trois  domestiques  partis  de  Longwood  il  y  a  deux  mois,  apres 
avoir  ete  au  Cap,  sent  aujourd'hui  mouilles  dans  cette  rade, 
allant  en  Angleterre.  Veuillez  considerer  que  le  Compte  Las 
Cases  est  un  homme  age,  faible,  malingre,  et  que  son  fils, 
jeune  homme  de  16  ans,  est  attaque  d'une  maladie  chronique. 
Si  vous  persistez  a  retenir  les  papiers  du  Comte  Las  Cases,  je 
crois  devoir  vous  reiterer  1' observation  que  dans  cette  malle 
de  papiers  il  y  a  beaucoup  de  notes  historiques  et  litteraires 
qui  nous  appartiennent,  et  qu'il  serait  convenable  que  je  pusse 
assister  au  depouillement  pour  en  faire  la  separation.  II  u'y 
a  rien  de  politique.  Nous  avons  detruit  tons  les  papiers  que 
nous  pouvions  avoir  en  arrivant  dans  ce  pays.  Mais  ne  pour- 
riez-vous  pas  envoyer  le  Comte  Las  Cases  en  Angleterre  sur 
la  fregate  oii  sent  deja  les  trois  domestiques  ?  Vous  le  met- 
triez,  lui  et  ses  papiers,  a  la  disposition  de  votre  Gouvernement. 
Cette  conduite  est  meme  indiquee  par  le  bill  du  Parlement. 
Q,uant  au  parti  de  le  renvoyer  a  Longwood,  nous  ne  pouvons 
pas  bien  comprendre  ou  git  la  difficulte.  II  y  a  pour  nous 
un  nuage  puisque  vous  n'avez  pas  laisse  passer  la  lettre  que 
m'a  eorite  le  Comte  Las  Cases.  Dans  tous  les  cas,  puisque 
son  affaire  est  terminee,  I'Empereur  desirerait  le  voir  demain 
ou  apres.  J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &o., 

Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


No.  61. 
To  General  Count  Bertrand. 

Plantation  House,  Dec   29,  1816, 

Le  Gouverneur  a  I'honneur  de  faire  connaitre  au  Comte 

Bertrand  que  le  Comte  Las  Cases  va  s'embarquer  dans  le 

oourant  de  cette  journee.     Les  papiers  n'ont  pas  encore  ete 

otes  de  dessous  le  sceau  de  ses  propres  armes  et  de  celles  que 
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le  Gouverneur  y  a  fait  attaeher.  Le  Comte  Bertrand,  en 
consequence,  aura  le  temps  de  faire  connaitre  toute  autre 
demande  relatif  aux  notes  historiques  et  litteraires  reclamees 
par  sa  lettre  du  26,  dans  le  cas  que  la  note  que  le  Comte  Las 
Cases  a  ecrite  avec  le  paquet  envoye  par  lui  le  jour  apres 
n'ait  pas  ete  satisfaisante.  Le  Gouverneur  croit  devoir  faire 
savoir  qu'il  y  a  une  collection  de  plusieurs  feuilles  separees  et 
morceaux  d'ccritures,  avec  des  notes  en  marge,  et  remarques, 
epars  9a  et  la,  dans  la  main  du  General  Bonaparte,  que  le 
Comte  Las  Cases  dit  avoir  recueillis  par  hasard,  et  meme 
quelquefois  a  I'insfu  de  lui,  pour  les  conserver  comme  sou- 
venir de  sa  personne,  et  il  a  demande  au  Gouverneur  de  les  lui 
laisser  prendre  avec  lui.  Le  Gouverneur  n'a  pas  I'intention  de 
s'opposer  a  un  vceu  si  naturel,  a  moins  que  le  Comte  Bertrand 
ne  les  reclame  au  nom  du  General  Bonaparte,  lorsqu'il  le  fera 
connaitre  au  Comte  Las  Cases,  afin  que  toute  la  collection  soit 
rendue.     Le  Gouverneur  ne  les  a  pas  lu. 


No.  62. 

To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  Dec.  29,  1816. 
MoNSiEUE.  LE  Gouverneur — Je  n'ai  point  repondu  a  la 
lettre  que  vous  m'avez  faitl'honneur  de  m'adresser  le  9  Octo- 
bre,  ni  ne  vous  ai  communique  les  observations  dont  etait 
susceptible  le  reglement  qui  etait  joint.  L'esprit  qui  parais- 
sait  avoir  dicte  ce  reglement  parut  a  I'Empereur  erainemment 
hostile  et  outrageant.  II  jugea  qu'il  n'y  avait  rien  a  repondre, 
et  que  la  voix  de  la  raison  serait  sans  force.  Aujourd'hui 
vous  desirez  connaitre  les  observations  qui  ont  ete  faites. 
J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  les  envoyer  telles  qu'elles  etaient  re- 
digees  pour  servir  a  complainte  a  faire  en  Angleterre.  II  ne 
peut  que  rejaillir  du  deshonneur  sur  votre  nation  et  sur  vous 
d'opprimer  un  grand  homme  dont  les  souffrances  sont  partagees 
par  tant  de  milliers  d'hommes.  Vous  sentirez,  mais  trop  tard 
peut-etre,  la  verite  de  cette  pensee.  L'Empereur  ayant  ete 
hier  fort  incommode  et  toute  la  journee  au  lit,  je  n'ai  point 
voulu  lui  communiquer  le  refus  contenu  dans  votre  lettre  de 
permettre  au  Comte  Las  Cases  du  lui  faire  ses  adieux.  Le 
Comte  Las  Cases,  apres  avoir  ete  arrache  de  Longvi'ood,  sans 
qu'il  ait  pu  prendre  conge  de  I'Empereur,  a  etc  detenu  un 
mois  au  secret  sans  avoir  auoune  communication  avec  nous. 
Vous  lui  avez  ensuite  ofFert  de  se  retablir  a  Longwood  comme 
par  le  passe.     II  ne  quitte  ce  pays  que  sur  sa  demande.     On 
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ne  pent,  done,  I'empecher  de  prendre  conge  de  I'Empereur, 
qui  le  verra  peut-etre  pour  la  derniere  fois.  Le  Cotnte  Las 
Cases  connait  depuis  long-temps  la  pensee  de  I'Empereur;  il 
va  aller  au  Cap  ;  il  s'ecoulera  probablement  cinq  ou  six  mois 
avant  qu'il  n' arrive  en  Europe.  Sa  visite  est  sans  inconve- 
nient, et  y  en  eut-il,  ces  incorivenients  seraient  moindres  que 
oeux  toujours  attaches  a  la  violation  de  ce  qui  est  sacre  chez 
les  hommes.  J'ai  done  I'honneur  de  vous  reiterer  la  demande 
de  permettre  avi  Comte  Las  Cases  de  faire  ses  adieux  a  I'Em- 
pereur, et  d'etre,  &c. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


No.  63. 
Au  Comte  Bertrand. 

Plantation  Hoose,  Janvier  28,  1817. 
Monsieur  le  Comte — Dans  une  lettre  que  vous  avez  mise 
sous  enveloppe  cachctee  a  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  adressee  a 
Monsieur  H.  Bertrand,  se  trouve  le  passage  suivant  : — "  Nous 
ecrivons  a  Monsieur  La  Touche  et  a  Lady  Jerningham,"  &c. 
Comrae  ces  lettres  ne  se  trouvent  pas  sous  la  meme  enveloppe, 
je  vous  prie  de  me  faire  savoir  si  vous  les  avez  expediees  par 
quelque  autre  canal,  ou  si  c'est  seulement  votre  intention  de 
les  envoyer  ?  Je  prends  la  liberte  de  vous  faire  cette  de- 
mande, car  dans  la  supposition  que  Monsieur  H.  Bertrand 
faisait  connaitre  a  Monsieur  La  Touche  ou  a  Lady  Jerning- 
ham  le  paragraphe  de  la  lettre  que  j'ai  cite  de  lui,  ils  pour- 
raient  etre  tres-naturellement  portes  a  oroire  que  j'avais  arrete 
les  lettres  ecrites  a  eux.  Je  dois  en  cette  occasion.  Monsieur 
le  Comte,  porter  votre  attention  au  reglement  en  ce  qui  regarde 
la  forme  d'expedier  vos  lettres.  J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c. 
H.  Lowe,  Lieutenant-General. 


No.  64. 
To  Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lo^vE. 

Downing  Street,  Fehruary  7,  1817. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  of  the  13th  of  December,  staling  the  circumstances 
under  which  you  had  thought  it  necessary  to  arrest  Count 
Las  Cases  and  his  son,  and  to  take  possession  of  his  papers 
until  further  orders.  I  can  not  but  entirely  approve  your  con- 
duct in  immediately  arresting  the  Count  upon  the  information 
which  had  been  given  to  you  of  his  attempt  to  carry  on  a 
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clandestine  correspondence  ;  and  as  the  disposition  which  the 
Count  had  uniformly  evinced  to  violate  the  existing  regul*" 
tions,  both  with  respect  to  correspondence  and  other  less  im- 
portant particulars,  gave  a  just  ground  for  suspecting  that  his 
clandestine  intercourse,  though  recently  discovered,  might  have 
been  for  some  time  carrying  on,  I  consider  you  equally  justi- 
fied in  seizing  all  his  papers,  and  examining  their  contents, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  such  a  correspond- 
ence, and,  if  existing,  of  its  extent  and  objects.  In  return- 
ing to  General  Buonaparte,  at  his  request  and  without  inspec- 
tion, all  the  papers  connected  with  the  history  of  his  cam- 
paigns in  Italy,  and  the  official  correspondence  between  him. 
Sir  George  Cockburn,  and  yourself,  you  have  only  anticipated 
the  directions  which  I  should  otherwise  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  convey  to  you.  You  have  also,  with  great  propriety, 
retained  the  Journal  of  the  occurrences  which  have  latterly 
befallen  General  Buonaparte,  claimed,  as  that  document  ap- 
pears to  have  been,  equally  by  General  Buonaparte  and  by 
Count  Las  Cases,  without  any  admission  from  either  of  a  con- 
flicting or  concurrent  claim  upon  the  part  of  the  other ;  and 
difficult  as  it  is  to  decide  to  whose  assertion  the  greatest  degree 
of  credit  is  to  be  assigned,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  say  that 
you  should  on  no  account  deliver  it  out  of  your  possession  until 
further  instructions.  If  Count  Las  Cases  should  continue  to 
express  a  wish  to  be  removed  from  St.  Helena,  or  if  his  con- 
duct should  in  your  opinion  render  his  removal  necessary  on 
other  grounds,  you  will  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  apply 
to  him  the  instruction  conveyed  to  you  in  my  dispatch  of  the 
— ,  in  which  you  were  directed  to  remove  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  svich  of  Buonaparte's  followers  as  it  might  be  necessary 
to  send  from  St.  Helena,  in  order  to  their  proceeding  from 
thence  to  their  ultimate  destination.  The  delicate  state  of  his 
own,  and  more  especially  of  his  son's  health,  render  it  im- 
portant for  their  comfort  that  this  intimation  should  be  early 
and  distinctly  given.  For  the  same  reason,  you  will,  before 
you  efi^ect  his  removal,  take  every  precaution  which  the  state 
of  their  health  may  require  to  prevent  an  aggravation  of  his 
disorder;  and  you  will  with  this  view,  as  far  as  possible,  con- 
sult their  convenience  both  as  to  the  time  and  the  means  of 
their  removal  to  the  Cape.  If  however,  Count  Las  Cases, 
after  such  an  intimation,  should  prefer  a  continuance  in  the 
personal  service  of  General  Buonaparte  at  St.  Helena,  you 
will,  if  no  new  objection  presents  itself  accede  to  an  arrange- 
ment which  I  consider  is  likely  to  conduce  materially  to  the 
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comfort  of  General  Buonaparte.  You  -will  in  such  case  inti- 
mate to  Count  Las  Cases,  that,  if  this  be  his  dehberate  choice 
in  the  present  instance,  he  must  neither  expect  to  be  released 
from  the  obligation  thus  voluntarily  imposed  upon  himself, 
upon  any  future  change  of  opinion  to  which  circumstances 
may  give  rise,  nor  to  be  in  any  degree  exempted  from  those 
regulations  and  restrictions  which  are  nece.ssary  for  the  secu- 
rity of  General  Buonaparte,  and  which  his  own  conduct  has 
shown  the  additional  necessity  of  enforcing  with  increased 
attention.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Bathurst. 


No.  65. 
To  Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

CoLONi.iL  Office,  London,  February  7,  1817. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
dispatch  No.  45,  inclosing  a  report  bearing  date  the  10th  of 
November,  and  submitted  to  you  by  Dr.  O'Meara,  on  the 
state  of  General  Buonaparte's  health,  and  the  probable  effects 
of  the  General's  continuing  to  adhere  to  the  system  upon 
which  he  has  latterly  acted.  If  Dr.  O'Meara  has  succeeded 
in  making  General  Buonaparte  fully  aware  of  the  serious  con- 
sequences which  a  perseverance  in  the  habits  of  life  recently 
adopted  by  him  can  not  fail  of  producing,  I  trust  there  is  no 
reason  for  entertaining  a  doubt  of  the  re-establishment  of  Gen- 
eral Buonaparte's  health.  But  as  the  restraints  to  which  the 
General  has  been  subjected  may  be  represented  by  him  or  his 
followers  as  having  imposed  upon  him  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing those  habits  of  seclusion  which  have  proved  prejudicial  to 
his  health,  I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  look  back  to  the 
several  dispatches  in  order  to  ascertain  in  what  manner  the 
regulations  now  in  force  can  be  fairly  considered  as  interfer- 
ing with  that  exercise  which  a  due  regard  to  the  preservation 
of  General  Buonaparte's  health  may  require. 

It  appears  that,  on  your  first  assumption  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  limits  within  which  General  Buonaparte  and  his 
suite  were  at  liberty  to  ride  unaccompanied  by  a  British  offi- 
cer comprised,  in  addition  to  their  present  extent,  the  road  to 
the  left  of  Hutt's  Gate,  and  along  the  woody  ridge  to  Long- 
wood.  As,  however,  it  was  found  that  the  General  and  his 
attendants  evinced  a  disposition  to  communicate  too  freely 
and  even  to  tamper  with  the  inhabitants  resident  within  the 
limits  assigned  to  him,  it  was  considered  expedient  to  contract 
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the  limits  in  that  quarter  which  contained  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  inhabitants  than  any  other,  and  which  (though  he  had 
not  hitherto  frequented  it)  ■wa.s  calculated  to  alTord  him  still 
greater  facilities  for  an  objectionable  intercourse.  According 
to  this  statement  there  are  still  limits  iji  extent  within  which 
he  may  range  free  and  unconstrained,  and  accompanied  only 
by  those  of  his  suite  whom  he  may  from  time  to  time  select 
for  his  companions  ;  for  though  you  have  properly  required 
that  no  person  should  be  introduced  to  him  without  your  con- 
sent previously  obtained,  yet  your  directions  do  not  allow  his 
privacy  to  be  broken  in  upon  by  the  idle  curiosity  of  any  in- 
dividual ;  and  no  person  can  present  himself  to  General  Buo- 
naparte except  by  the  General's  own  permission  previously 
authenticated.  It  is  necessary  further  to  remark,  that  beyond 
these  limits,  and  indeed  over  every  part  of  the  island,  he  has 
full  liberty  to  go,  provided  he  is  attended  by  a  British  officer 
of  rank ;  and  no  complaint  has  ever  been  made  of  the  conduct 
of  such  oificer,  even  if  there  had  been  instances  in  which  he 
had  occasion  to  attend. 

With  respect  to  another  of  General  Buonaparte's  complaints, 
viz.  that  the  sentries  around  Longwood  are  now  posted  at 
dusk  instead  of  nine  o'clock,  I  have  only  to  observe  that  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  directed  this  change  in  the  original 
regulations  were  the  apprehensions  expressed  in  your  dispatch 
No.  — ,  lest  the  General  should  avail  himself  of  the  circum- 
stance of  being  left  without  an  adequate  guard  for  three  hours 
after  dark  in  order  to  efl'ect  his  escape.  As  I  entirely  acqui- 
esced in  the  justice  of  your  apprehension,  I  could  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  sanctioning  the  measure  by  which  alone  it  could  be 
removed;  and  it  has  given  me  much  satisfaction  to  find  from 
your  subsequent  dispatch  that  you  have  been  enabled  alto- 
gether to  conceal  the  sentries  from  his  view,  and  that  the  ar- 
rangement can  not  therefore  in  any  degree  interfere  with  the 
privacy  of  General  Buonaparte,  or  with  that  degree  of  exer- 
cise which  he  might  be  inclined  at  those  hours  to  take  in  the 
gardens  of  Longwood.  If  therefore  the  existing  regulations 
debar  the  General  from  the  use  of  salutary  exercise,  it  should 
be  recollected  that  he  imposes  upon  himself  restraints  which 
do  not  necessarily  grow  out  of  the  regulations  themselves. 
Nevertheless,  if  it  shall  appear  that  his  having  the  permission 
to  go  over  the  whole  range  of  the  inclosure,  twelve  miles  in 
circumference,  without  the  attendance  of  an  officer,  would 
reconcile  him  to  a  freer  use  of  exercise  in  the  air,  it  may  be 
advisable  for  you  to  consider  whether,  if  the  state  of  his  health 
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shall  really  render  that  indulgence  necessary,  you  can  not 
make  such  arrangements  as  may  enable  you  to  consult  his 
feelings  in  this  particular,  although  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
has  ever  availed  himself  of  the  liberty  when  it  was  in  his 
power  to  do  so.  But  some  allowance  may  reasonably  be  made 
for  the  caprice  which  ill  health,  sorrow,  and  disappointment 
are  apt  to  excite  even  in  minds  under  better  discipline  and 
of  a  happier  disposition.  There  is  not,  however,  any  reason 
for  extending  this  indulgence  to  his  followers,  except  when  in 
immediate  attendance  on  him.  I  have  only  to  add  that,  if 
the  health  of  General  Buonaparte  should  continue  to  decline, 
I  am  sure  I  can  safely  rely  on  your  affording  him  all  those 
attentions  which  sickness  requires,  and  every  indulgence  which 
is  not  incompatible  with  the  due  discharge  of  the  important 
trust  reposed  in  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Bathuest. 


No.  66. 

Speeches  op  Lord  Holland  and  Lokd  Bathtjest  in  the 

House  of  Lords,  March  18,  1817. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  read. 

Lord  Holland  said,  in  rising  to  call  the  attention  of  their 
Lordships  to  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  he  wished 
to  he  distinctly  understood  as  to  the  motives  which  had  induced 
him  to  bring  it  forward.  While  he  might  in  some  degree  be 
influenced  by  compassion  and  humanity  toward  the  individual 
who  had  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner  been  exiled  to  the 
island  of  St.  Helena,  he  must  say  that  his  chief  if  not  his 
only  motive,  was  to  rescue  the  character  of  Parliament  and 
the  country  from  that  stain  which  would  attach  if  any  harsh  or 
ungenerous  treatment  had  been  used  toward  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte. He  had  no  wish  to  enter  again  into  the  discussion  of 
the  justice  or  policy  of  the  confinement  of  Bonaparte  in  the 
iisland  of  St.  Helena  ;  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  His  Majesty's 
Ministers,  in  bringing  forward  the  very  extraordinary  measure 
by  which  the  sanction  of  Parliament  was  given  to  that  confine- 
ment, had  the  public  opinion  along  with  them,  and  he  was  not 
now  disposed  again  to  question  the  measure.  The  grounds 
were  known  upon  which  he  had  opposed  that  measure  ;  hut  he" 
was  not  such  a  coxcomb  as  to  imagine  that  the  opinions  he 
then  expressed,  and  in  which  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  dis- 
agreed, would  now  have  any  weight.  Leaving,  therefore,  all 
questions  as  to  the  justice  or  policy  of  the  exile  and  confinement 
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of  Bonaparte  at  St.  Helena  out  of  the  consideration,  he  merely 
looked  to  the  personal  treatment  of  that  individual,  with  the 
view  that  the  character  of  Parliament,  and  the  country  might 
he  relieved  from  the  odium  which  must  of  course  attach,  in 
the  puhlic  opinion  not  only  of  this  country,  but  of  Europe,  to 
any  unnecessary  severity  or  harshness  used  toward  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  ;  with  the  view  also  that  the  character  of  Parlia- 
ment and  the  country  should  stand  right  in  the  eyes  of  pos- 
terity, who  would  not  fail  to  judge  with  severity  of  any  acts 
of  unnecessary  harshness  used  toward  an  individual  so  exiled 
and  imprisoned.     As  to  any  other  motives  that  might  he  in- 
sinuated against  him,  if  his  character  and  conduct  were  not 
sufficient  to  shield  him  from  such  imputations,  certainly  no- 
thing he  could  say  would  have  any  effect  for  such  a  purpose. 
Trusting,  however,  that  the  character  he  had  maintained,  and 
the  conduct  he  had  evinced,  would  effectually  shield  him  from 
such  imputations,  he  felt  himself  fully  authorized  in  treating 
such  imputations  with  the  utmost  contempt.     He  had  not 
been  influenced  upon  the  present  occasion  by  any  political 
hostility  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers  ;  he  looked  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Government  as  well  as  that  of  Parliament  and  the 
country,  and,  in  this  view,  was  as  solicitous  that  any  stain 
with  regard  to  harsh  and  ungenerous  treatment  of  Bonaparte 
should  be  removed  from  the  character  of  the  Government  as 
from  that  of  Parliament  and  the  country.    The  grounds  upon 
which  the  measure  was  brought  forward,  which  was  to  give 
powers  to  His  Majesty's  Government  to  imprison  Bonaparte 
in  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  were,  that  it  was  required  in  order 
to  preserve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and,  through  that,  the 
safety  of  this  country.    Necessity  was  then  the  express  ground 
for  this  extraordinary  measure,  and  undoubtedly  the  Parlia- 
ment in  passing  it  never  contemplated  that  any  more  severity 
was  to  be  used  than  was  actually  required  for  the  purposes 
of  safety.     It  had  been  well  said,  upon  another  occasion,  by 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  woolsack,  that  what  neces- 
sity creates  necessity  limits;  and  applying  this  to  the  case  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  he  must  say  that  no  other  restriction 
ought  to  be  imposed  than  what  was  actually  necessary  for  his 
safe  custody.      No  other  species  of  restriction  was  in  the  con- 
templation of  Parliament  when  the  Bill  for  the  safe  custody 
of  Bonaparte  was  passed,  and  it  was  for  the  express  purpose 
of  this  safety  that  St.  Helena  was  chosen.    The  choice  of  this 
spot  was,  in  other  respects,  attended  by  considerable  incon- 
veniences, and  he  believed  he  might  say  that  an  expense  alto- 
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gether  of  from  one  to  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
was  by  this  choice  entailed  upon  the  country.  This  estimate 
might  be  exaggerated,  but  certainly  the  expense  of  the  cus- 
tody of  Bonaparte  was  very  considerably  greater  at  St.  Helena 
than  it  would  have  been  in  any  other  situation.  If  it  were 
at  all  necessary,  therefore,  to  impose  harsh  restrictions  upon 
this  individual,  St.  Helena  must,  after  all,  have  been  very  ill 
chosen.  He  trusted,  however,  it  would  be  satisfactorily  shown 
that  all  the  reports  upon  the  subject  of  harsh  treatment  toward 
Bonaparte  were  utterly  unfounded,  and  he  should  greatly  re- 
joice if  that  were  the  result.  His  object  was,  that  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prove  the  rumors  which  had  been  circulated  upon 
this  point  to  be  totally  unfounded  should  be  distinctly  afforded, 
or,  if  any  part  of  them  were  true,  that  Parliament  should  in- 
terfere to  correct  the  treatment.  In  bringing  forward  these 
motions  he  begged  to  disclaim  the  shghtest  intention  of  throw- 
ing any  imputation  whatever  upon  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  an  otS- 
cer  whom  he  knew  to  possess  many  good  qualities,  and  who, 
he  was  satisfied,  would  not  exceed  his  instructions  with  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  his  captive.  From  the  part  which  he 
(Lord  Holland)  had  taken  in  the  discussion  of  the  Bill  regard- 
ing the  custody  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  his  protest,  which 
was  recorded  on  the  .Journals,  it  was  natural  that  complaints 
respecting  the  treatment  of  that  individual  should  reach  him 
sooner  than  they  could  the  public  in  general ;  and  from  this 
cause  he  had  received,  during  the  last  three  or  four  months, 
several  rumors  respecting  the  conduct  observed  toward  Bona- 
parte. These,  however,  coming,  as  they  did,  in  an  unauthen- 
ticated  shape,  he  did  not  think  worthy  of  attention.  At  length 
a  statement  had  appeared,  bearing  prima  facie  the  stamp  of 
authority,  and  referring  to  documents  which  gave  it  the  air 
of  authenticity.  He  lamented  the  publication  of  the  state- 
ments upon  this  subject,  because  he  wished  that  they  should 
not  have  been  published  until,  by  their  being  noticed  in  Par- 
liament, the  refutation  could  have  been  published  along  with 
the  statements.  These  papers,  however,  having  met  with  pub- 
licity, it  became  doubly  imperative  that  some  steps  should  be 
taken  either  to  disprove  the  truth  altogether  of  the  allega- 
tions of  fact  contained  in  these  statements,  or,  if  there  was 
any  truth  in  them,  to  correct  the  treatment  complained  of 
With  respect  to  the  allegations  themselves,  it  was  stated  that 
additional  restrictions  had  been  imposed  upon  Bonaparte  with 
regard  to  the  space  allowed  him  for  exercise.  St.  Helena,  he 
believed  to  be,  generally  speaking,  a  very  good  climate,  but 
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it  was  nevertheless  true,  as  he  understood,  that  the  upper 
part  of  it,  where  Bonaparte  was  confined,  was  of  that  species 
of  climate  which,  from  its  dampness,  was  calculated  to  ag- 
gravate the  evils  of  imprisonment.  It  was  also  stated  that 
the  hours  at  which  exercise  could  be  taken  with  the  most 
comfort,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  conducive  to  health,  were 
those  during  which  all  ingress  and  egress  was  interdicted  to 
Longwood.  This  was  a  point  which  undoubtedly  deserved 
inquiry,  in  order  that  the  evils  of  imprisonment  might  not  be 
needlessly  aggravated.  It  was  also  alleged  that  Bonaparte 
was  deprived  of  the  means  of  subscribing  to  journals,  or  of 
procuring  the  books  he  wanted,  and  this  he  (Lord  Holland) 
should  have  considered  of  itself  sufficient  to  warrant  a  Parlia- 
mentary inquiry.  He  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  imagine  what 
reason  could  exist  for  refusing  to  Bonaparte  the  permission  of 
obtaining  such  journals  as  he  wanted,  in  order  to  afford  him 
information  respecting  recent  events  ;  nor  could  he  look  upon 
such  a  restriction,  if  it  existed,  in  any  other  light  than  as  a 
needless  aggravation  of  the  calamities  of  the  prisoner.  An- 
other topic  of  complaint  was,  that  Bonaparte  was  not  allowed 
to  send  a  sealed  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent,  being  informed 
that  it  must  be  sent  open,  that  the  contents  might  be  seen. 
This  involved  a  question  of  no  small  importance,  particularly 
at  the  present  moment,  when  the  liberties  of  the  people  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  His  Majesty's  Government.  Was  it 
to  be  endured  that  persons  placed  in  confinement,  should  not 
have  the  means  of  forwarding  their  complaints  to  their  sover- 
eign, or  that,  when  possibly  the  subject-matter  of  that  com- 
plaint might  involve  the  conduct  of  the  individual  in  whose 
custody  they  were  placed,  that  individual  should  have  the 
power  of  inspecting  the  contents  of  the  letter,  and  thus,  in 
consequence,  the  treatment  of  the  prisoner  might  be  rendered 
more  harsh  and  vexatious  ?  He  knew  of  no  law  under  which 
such  an  authority  was  derived.  It  might  be  said,  that  the 
law  never  contemplated  such  an  imprisonment  as  that  to 
which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  sentenced,  but  he  could  not 
conceive  that  any  general  principle  of  law  could  be  construed 
to  prevent  that  individual  from  communicating  his  complaints 
in  a  sealed  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent ;  nor  could  he  conceive 
the  existence  of  any  principle  to  prevent  the  illustrious  indi- 
vidual exercising  the  functions  of  sovereignty  from  using  his 
own  discretion  as  to  whether  he  would  receive  a  sealed  letter 
or  not.  It  might  be  said  that  there  was  an  etiquette  to  be 
observed  upon  this  point ;  but  at  any  rate  he  thought,  if  there 
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was  such  an  etiquette,  it  ought  to  be  confined  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  that  a  sealed  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent  ought 
at  any  rate  to  he  allowed  to  reach  in  that  state  the  office  of 
the  Minister.  He  was  ready  to  admit  that  it  was  not  fitting 
to  allow  an  unrestrained  correspondence  to  an  individual 
placed  in  that  state  of  imprisonment  to  which  Bonaparte  had 
been  sentenced ;  but  it  was  going  much  too  far  to  say  that  he 
should  not  be  allowed,  in  a  sealed  letter,  to  solicit  the  clem- 
ency of  the  Prince  Regent,  with  a  view  to  the  mitigation  of 
his  situation,  particularly  when  that  illustrious  individual  was 
so  humanely  disposed  to  mercy  and  clemency.  He  could  not 
but  think,  also,  that  much  injustice  was  done  to  Bonaparte 
in  not  allowing  him  the  means  of  writing  an  account  of  his 
former  acts.  Many  prejudices  had  been  excited  against  him, 
many  crimes  had  been  imputed  to  him,  some  justly  and  others 
unjustly ;  and  surely  it  was  but  bare  justice  to  allow  him  to 
speak  for  himself,  to  do  away,  if  he  could,  the  impressions 
against  him  ;  to  appeal  to  posterity  against  the  judgment  of 
the  present  age.  Not  to  allow  him  to  do  so  was  indeed  a  loss 
to  the  world,  by  depriving  it  of  much  valuable  and  important 
information.  He  now  came  to  the  financial  part  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  appeared  by  the  statement  of  Count  Montholon,  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  that  the  sum  of  £20,000  per  annum, 
the  amount  originally  fixed  for  the  maintenance  of  Bonaparte, 
was  to  be  reduced  to  £8000.  In  arguing  that  this  was  un- 
just, it  might  be  asked  why  he,  who  was  for  reducing  as  low 
as  possible  all  the  establishments  of  the  country,  should  be 
only  hostile  to  the  reduction  of  the  establishment  of  Bona- 
parte ?  To  this  he  had  to  answer,  that,  were  Bonaparte  con- 
fined in  any  other  place,  he  should  think  £.8000  per  annum 
fully  sufficient  for  his  establishment;  but  St.  Helena  had  been 
chosen  as  the  place  of  his  imprisonment  because  it  combined 
the  greatest  means  of  safety,  and  it  was  attended  with  this 
disadvantage,  that  the  Expense  of  obtaining  the  common  com- 
forts and  necessaries  of  life  was  enormously  large.  It  was  in 
this  view  that  he  objected  to  the  reduction  of  the  annual  sum 
hitherto  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  Bonaparte,  be- 
cause undoubtedly  he  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  means 
of  procuring  those  common  comforts  and  necessaries,  and  it 
was  in  fact  so  doing  to  tell  him  that  £8000  only  would  be 
allowed,  and  he  must  find  the  other  £12,000  where  he  could. 
He  wished  most  anxiously  that  these  statements  might  be 
found  to  be  mere  fabrications,  but  it  was  impossible  to  shut 
-their  eyes  to  these  allegations  of  fact.     It  was  not  merely 
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the  public  opinion  of  thb  present  day,  perhaps  prejudiced  or 
warped,  to  which  they  were  to  look,  but  to  the  judgment  of 
posterity,  unbiassed  by  any  of  those  motives  which  now  oper- 
ated to  obscure  the  judgment.  The  judgment  of  posterity,  it 
was  well  known,  was  in  many  instances  decidedly  at  vari- 
ance with  the  opinions  of  those  whom  the  circumstances  to 
which  it  related  occurred.  Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of 
Mary  Q,ueen  of  Scots  ;  nobody  now  doubted  of  her  guilt,  but 
every  one  must  regret  that  the  glorious  reign  of  Q,ueen  Eliza- 
beth should  be  deeply  stained  by  the  harsh  and  ungenerous 
treatment  of  her  rival.  The  allegations  of  fact  which  he  had 
stated  were  of  that  importance  that  undoubtedly  deserved  the 
serious  attention  of  their  Lordships  (and  he  could  not  but  ob- 
serve, with  regard  to  St.  Helena,  that  before  Bonaparte  quitted 
Elba  the  sending  him  to  St.  Helena  was  talked  of  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Vienna).  The  statements  wei-e  of  too  much  import- 
ance, as  involving  the  character  of  the  Government,  the  Par- 
liament, and  the  country,  not  to  excite  attention.  He  thought 
it  especially  incumbent  upon  the  House  to  take  steps  either  to 
disprove  these  statements,  or  to  correct  the  evil  ;  and  as  the 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  was  fond  of  precedents, 
he  would  mention  one  in  point.  When  the  late  Mr.  Pitt, 
either  in  1798  or  1799,  found  that  the  most  calumnious  state- 
ments were  circulated  in  France  with  regard  to  the  treatment 
of  the  French  prisoners  in  this  country,  that  Minister  himself 
moved  for  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject  before  whom 
he  laid  all  the  documents  relating  to  it ;  the  result  was  the 
complete  and  triumphant  disproval  of  all  those  calumnious 
statements,  by  which  they  were  totally  put  down.  In  this 
case,  in  like  maimer,  he  called  upon  their  Lordships  to  dis- 
prove to  the  world  the  statements  that  had  been  put  forth 
respecting  the  harsh  and  ungenerous  treatment  of  Napoleon ; 
and,  should  his  motion  have  the  efl'ect  of  producing  in  the 
result  of  the  inquiry  facts  which  would  utterly  disprove  the 
allegations  of  fact  that  had  been  published,  he  should  most 
■sincerely  rejoice  in  it.  All  that  he  was  anxious  for  was  that 
such  an  opportunity  should  be  distinctly  afforded,  and  that  it 
should  be  clearly  proved  that  no  stain  whatever  rested  upon 
the  country  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  this  individual. 
He  did  not  mean  to  assert  the  truth  of  the  statements  to  which 
he  had  referred  ;  of  their  truth  he  knew  nothing  ;  but  they 
had  been  put  forth  in  a  plausible  shape,  and  with  the  appear- 
ance of  authentic  evidence  to  support  them  ;  and  he  thought 
it  was  mainly  incumbent  upon  the  House  either  to  disprove 


No.  66.  LETTEUS  AND  JJOCtTJIENTS.  377 

their  truth,  or,  if  any  part  of  them  were  true,  to  take  care 
that  the  treatment  of  this  individual  should  he  corrected,  and 
rendered  what  in  common  fairness  and  justice  it  ought  to  be. 
Lord  Holland  concluded  by  moving  for  an  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  prajung  the  communication  of  copies  of  in- 
structions issued  to  the  Governor  or  Governors  of  St.  Helena 
respecting  the  personal  treatment  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ; 
extracts  of  communications  from  the  Governor  or  Governors 
of  St.  Helena  respecting  the  expense  of  the  maintenance  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  his  attendants  ;  extracts  of  ditto  re- 
specting the  personal  treatment  of  Bonaparte  ;  communica- 
tions from  ditto  respecting  any  application  of  Bonaparte  to 
send  a  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent ;  and  communications  from 
ditto  respecting  any  application  from  Bonaparte  for  religious 
instruction  for  the  children  of  persons  accompanying  or  at- 
tending upon  him.  The  last-mentioned  documents,  he  said, 
he  moved  for  in  consequence  of  a  rumor  that  there  was  no 
person  on  the  island  of  the  religious  persuasion  of  these  indi- 
viduals to  communicate  religious  instruction  to  the  children 
of  some  of  those  who  accompanied  Bonaparte,  and  which  re- 
ligious instruction,  had  been,  it  was  said,  applied  for, 

Earl  Bathurst  rose  and  said,  that  in  part  he  agreed  with 
the  noble  mover's  observation,  that  an  opinion  respecting  the 
justice  or  injustice  of  the  detention  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
should  have  no  effect  on  the  discussion  of  the  present  question. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  agreeing  with  the  noble  Lord,  that 
those  who  considered  the  detention  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  not 
only  necessary,  but  just,  might  object  to  the  mode  of  that  de- 
tention ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  doubted  whether  those 
who  objected  to  that  detention  altogether  could  wilh  a  proper 
degree  of  impartiality  consider  the  propriety  of  the  mode  of 
detention.  The  noble  Lord  had  recorded  on  the  Journals  his 
protest  against  the  detention  of  this  individual,  as  being  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity.  Holding  such 
an  opinion,  it  was  hardly  to  be  conceived  that  the  noble 
mover  could  discuss  with  a  due  degree  of  impartiality  the  re- 
strictions imposed  upon  this  prisoner,  while  he  conceived  re- 
strictions of  what  kind  soever  to  be  inhumane  and  unjusti- 
fiable. The  noble  mover  had  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
motion  partly  on  a  paper  written  by  order  of  Napoleon,  and 
signed  "  Count  Montholon,"  and  partly  on  rumors  which  had 
reached  him  from  other  quarters.  It  was  not  his  (Earl  B.'s) 
intention  to  reply  to  these  rumors,  any  more  than  to  a  paper 
signed  by  a  man  named  Santini,  to  which  no  credit  whatever 
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was  due.  It  was  creditable  to  the  noble  Lord  that  he  had 
not  made  that  paper  the  foundation  of  his  remarks,  for  no  one 
looking  at  it  for  a  moment  could  fail  to  perceive  that  it  was 
full  of  the  grossest  misrepresentations.  He  (Earl  B.)  should 
therefore  look  upon  that  publication  as  disavowed,  and  thus 
totally  unworthy  of  attention ;  and  should  confine  his  remarks 
to  that  paper  which  certainly  was  authentic,  and  which  was 
signed  by  the  Count  de  Montholon.  He  should  first  shovi'  to 
their  Lordships  what  the  instructions  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
were,  and  he  should  then  show  that  all  the  complaints  con- 
tained in  that  paper,  written  by  order  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
either  arose  out  of  the  due  execution  of  those  instructions,  or 
were  misrepresentations  of  facts,  or  were  direct  and  absolute 
falsehoods.  In  the  first  place,  as  to  the  instructions  to  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  their  Lordships  had  been  long  in  possession  of 
these  instructions ;  for,  when  Admiral  Cockburn  went  out  to 
St.  Helena,  instructions  Avere  given  him  which  would  apply 
to  him  while  he  remained  there,  and  which  would  also  apply 
to  his  successor  after  his  departure.  These  instructions  had 
been  published  on  the  Continent,  whence  they  had  found 
their  way  to  the  papers  in  this  country.  That  authentic  copy 
had  been  long  before  their  Lordships,  and  it  was  the  gen- 
eral opinion  they  contained  nothing  improper,  considering  the 
end  for  which  they  were  drawn  up.  Those  instructions  con- 
sidered Napoleon  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  consequently  laid 
down  this  general  rule,  that  all  restrictions  should  be  imposed 
which  were  necessary  to  secure  detention,  but  that  no  restric- 
tions should  be  imposed  which  were  not  necessary  to  that 
detention.  This  principle,  he  was  prepared  to  show,  had 
actuated  all  the  instructions  from  his  Majesty's  Grovernment, 
and  all  the  steps  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  taken  in  pur- 
suance of  those  instructions.  Up  to  this  moment  he  was  pre- 
pared also  to  state  there  had  been  no  substantive  alteration 
of  those  instructions.  All  the  communications  from  the 
Government  to  St.  Helena  had  been  rather  in  the  way  of 
explanation  than  instructions,  and  whatever  changes  had 
taken  place,  either  in  the  explanation  of  the  instructions,  or 
the  execution  of  them,  were  to  the  benefit  of  the  person  who 
was  the  subject  of  them.  He  should  classify  the  complaints 
made  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  individual,  and  should 
then  read  what  parts  of  the  instruction  applied  to  the  several 
heads  of  those  complaints.  The  compJamts  which  had  been 
made  might  be  reduced  under  two  heads — 1st.  Restrictions 
as  to  the  communication  of  the  prisoner  with  others,  either  in 
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writing  or  personally  ;  and,  2d,  those  complaints  which  ap- 
ply to  the  personal  treatment  of  the  individual  himself.  In 
the  first  place,  as  to  communications  with  others  by  writing, 
the  noble  mover  had  stated  that  there  was  an  utter  impossi- 
bility of  his  communicating  with  his  wife  and  child  or  rela- 
tions. Now  he  (Earl  B.)  should  read  the  part  of  the  instruc- 
tions which  referred  to  all  communications  in  writing  with 
the  individual  in  question.     The  instructions  were  these  : 

"  All  letters  addressed  to  the  General,  or  to  persons  in  his 
suite,  must  be  delivered  to  the  Admiral  or  the  G-overnor  (as 
the  case  may  be),  who  will  read  them  before  they  are  deliv- 
ered to  those  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 

"  Letters  written  by  the  General  or  his  suite,  are  subject  to 
the  same  rule. 

"  No  letter  that  comes  to  St.  Helena,  except  through  the 
Secretary  of  State,  must  be  communicated  to  the  General  or 
his  attendants,  if  it  be  written  by  a  person  not  residing  on 
the  island  ;  and  all  letters  addressed  to  persons  not  living  on 
the  island  must  go  under  cover  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

"  It  will  be  clearly  expressed  to  the  General,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Admiral  are  strictly  commanded  to  inform  his 
Majesty's  Government  of  all  the  wishes  and  representations 
which  the  General  may  desire  to  address  to  it.  In  this  re- 
spect they  need  not  use  any  precaution  ;  but  the  paper  in 
which  such  request  or  representation  is  written  must  be  com- 
municated to  them  open,  that  they  may  read  it,  and  accom- 
pany it  with  such  observations  as  they  may  think  necessary." 
Thus,  then,  when  Napoleon  Bonaparte  represented  that  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  write  to  those  to  whom  he  wished 
to  write,  it  was  not  true.  If  he  meant  to  say  that  he  could 
not  write  without  those  letters  being  opened,  that  was  mere- 
ly in  conformity  to  the  instructions  which  had  been  delivered 
to  the  Governor.  But  he  had  no  right  to  represent  that  as 
an  absolute  prohibition,  which  was  only  optional.  The  next 
complaint  was,  that  he  had  not  received  letters  from  his  re- 
lations and  friends  in  Europe,  and  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  receive  them.  This  was  not  true — it  was  not  impos- 
sible for  any  of  his  relations  and  friends  to  communicate  with 
him,  if  they  chose  to  send  their  letters  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  where  they  would  be  opened,  and  afterward  undoubt- 
edly would  be  forwarded  to  him.  But  there  was  one  prelim- 
inary to  his  receiving  letters  from  his  friends,  which  was, 
that  his  friends  should  write  to  him ;  and  the  fact  was,  that 
only  one  of  his  relations  had  written  to  him,  namely,  his 
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brother  Joseph,  whose  letter  reached  the  office  m  October 
last,  where  it  was  opened  and  immediately  forwarded  to  him. 
Another  complaint  of  the  same  nature  was,  that  he  was  not 
permitted  to  send  a  sealed  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent.  Of 
course  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  if  any  application  had  been  made 
to  him,  would  have  obeyed  the  instructions  which  had  been 
read  to  their  Lordships  ;  but,  in  point  of  fact,  no  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  that  subject. 
An  application  had  indeed  been  made  to  Sir  G.  Cockburn, 
he  believed  from  Count  Bertrand,  to  know  whether,  if  a 
letter  were  written  by  the  Emperor  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
he  would  undertake  to  deliver  it  without  suffering  it  to  be 
opened  by  any  person.  Sir  G.  Cockburn,  of  course,  could 
give  no  such  assurance,  but  all  that  he  could  do  was  to 
communicate  the  substance  of  his  instructions  respecting  let- 
ters written  by  General  Bonaparte,  and  then  leave  him  to 
his  judgment  how  he  might  act.  Since  that  time  no  further 
application  of  that  nature  had  been  received.  In  directing 
that  any  complaints  against  the  conduct  of  the  Governor 
toward  General  Bonaparte,  sent  to  the  Government  in  this 
country,  should  be  left  open,  there  was  not  any  discretion  re- 
maining with  the  Governor  whether  he  would  or  not  trans- 
mit them  ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  was  allowed  to  enter 
into  an  explanation  of  the  allegations  contained  in  the  letter. 
The  object  of  this  regulation  was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  pro- 
tect the  Governor  against  frivolous  charges,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  if  any  grave  charge  could  be  adduced,  to  insure  relief 
sooner  than  would  otherwise  be  possible,  because  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  send  back  to  St.  Helena  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  it,  before  steps  could  be  taken  to  remove  the  incon- 
venience complained  of.  It  was  in  that  sense  that  this  part 
of  the  instructions  had  been  taken  by  General  Bonaparte, 
as  might  be  inferred  from  a  letter  of  Sir  G.  Cockburn  to 
him,  of  which  he  should  read  a  passage.  The  passage  ran 
to  this  effect  :  "  I  have  no  hesitation  in  agreeing  with  you 
that  the  spirit  which  influenced  his  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  part  of  their  instructions  was  the  desire  of  speedily 
remedying  any  inconvenience  you  might  have  to  complain 
of;  but  thdtigh  the  spirit  is  favorable  to  you,  they  do  not  lose 
sight  of  the  circumstance  that  it  is  due  in  justice  to  me  and 
rny  successors  to  prevent  any  complaint  against  us  from  being 
known  in  Europe  for  six  months,  without  being  accompanied 
by  any  observation  from  us."  Now  it  was  clear,  that,  as 
the  Governor  was  bound  to  send  every  charge  against  him 
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to  Europe,  General  Bonaparte   had  no  reason  whatever  to 
complain.     As  to  the   sealed  letters  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
he  could  only  say  that,  if  Sir  G.   Cockburn  or  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  had  thought  fit  to  allow  any  such  letters  to  come  to 
Europe  sealed  up,  he  (Earl  B.)  should  have  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  open  them.     He  agreed  with  the  noble  mover,  that, 
if  he  had  prevented  any  such  letters  from  reaching  his  Royal 
Highness,  he  should  have  been  guilty  of  a  base  and  unwar- 
rantable breach  of  duty  ;  but  at  the  same  time,  in  this  coun- 
try, where  the  Ministers  were  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the 
Sovereign,  he  did  not  know  how  he  could  discharge  his  duty 
if  he  did  not  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
such  communications.     The  next  complaint  of  General  Bo- 
naparte was,  that  when  he  had  requested  to  have  some  books 
from  Europe,  those  which  referred  to  modern  times  had  been 
kept  back.     The  fact  was  this  :  .soon  after  his  arrival  at  St. 
Helena,  he  expressed  a  wish  for  some  books  to  complete  his 
library,  and  a  list  was  made  out  by  General  Bonaparte  him- 
self, and  transmitted  to  this  country.     This  list  was  sent  to  an 
eminent  French  bookseller  in  this  town,  with  orders  to  supply 
such  of  the  books  as  he  had,  and  to  obtain  the  rest  from 
other  booksellers.     As  several  of  the  books  were  not  to  be 
obtained  in  London,  the  bookseller  was  desired  to  write  to 
Paris  for  them.     He  accordingly  obtained  some  of  them  from 
Paris,  but  others  of  them  could  not  be  obtained  ;  those  which 
could  not  be  procured  were  principally  on  military  subjects. 
These   books,   to  the    amount  of  £1300    or   £1400   worth 
(which  the  Memorial  called  a  few  books),  were  sent,  with 
an  explanation    of  the  circumstances  which  prevented  the 
others  from  having  been  sent.     This  anxiety  to  attend  to  the 
wishes  of  the  individual  in  question  was  not  at  all  taken  in 
the  paper  he  had  referred  to  as  an  excuse  for  the  omission. 
A  complaint  connected  with  this  was,  that  newspapers  had 
been  withheld.     As  to  this  he  should  say  that,  if  the  noble 
mover  thought  that  General  Bonaparte  should  be  furnished 
with  all  the  journals  he  required,  he  (Earl  B.)  had  a  different 
sense  of  the  course  which  it  was  proper  for  him  to  pursue. 
And  this  opinion  was  grounded  on  the  knowledge  that  at- 
tempts had  been  made,  through  the  medium  of  newspapers, 
to  hold  communication  with  Napoleon.     The  next  complaint 
was,  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  open  a  correspondence  with  a 
bookseller.    Now,  this  was  not  true,  unless  it  meant  that  that 
correspondence  could  not  be  carried  on  under  sealed  letters  ; 
for  there  was  no  reason  for  preventing  that  correspondence, 
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unless  it  was  carried  on  in  that  particular  manner.  It  was 
also  said  that  he  could  not  correspond  even  with  his  banker 
or  agent.  Now  it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  open  to  him  to  enter 
upon  any  such  correspondence  under  the  restrictions  he  had 
mentioned ;  and  there  was  no  reason  why  a  letter  to  a  banker 
should  be  sent  sealed  up.  He  did  not  deny  that  on  a  corre- 
spondence between  friends  the  necessity  of  sending  letters 
open  was  a  most  severe  restriction,  because  it  was  impossible 
to  consign  to  paper  the  warm  effusions  of  the  heart  under  the 
consciousness  that  it  would  be  subject  to  the  cold  eye  of  an 
inspector.  But  this  did  not  apply  to  a  correspondence  with  a 
banker.  Who  had  ever  heard  of  an  affectionate  draft  upon 
a  banking-house,  or  an  enthusiastic  order  for  the  sale  of  stock? 
He  now  came  to  the  most  important  point  of  charge,  which 
was,  that  the  letters  sent  by  General  Bonaparte,  or  persons 
of  his  suite,  were  read  by  subaltern  officers.  This  was  not 
true.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  exercised  the  trust  reposed  in 
him  with  the  utmost  delicacy  ;  and  when  any  letters  were 
transmitted  through  his  hands  had  never  permitted  any  indi- 
vidual, however  confidential,  to  see  them,  whether  they  were 
addressed  to  individuals  at  home  or  at  St.  Helena.  It  was 
difficult  to  know  on  what  general  charges  were  founded,  but 
the  following  occurrence  was  the  only  one  which  he  could 
conceive  to  have  any  reference  to  it :  when  Napoleon  and  his 
suite  were  first  sent  out  to  St.  Helena,  from  the  haste  in 
which  the  ships  sailed,  they  were  left  in  want  of  many 
necessaries,  such  as  linen  and  other  articles  of  that  kind.  It 
was  judged  that  great  inconvenience  might  be  felt  if  they 
were  obliged  to  wait  till  they  could  send  to  this  country  for 
them,  and  accordingly  a  considerable  quantity  of  such  arti- 
cles were  sent  out  in  anticipation  of  their  wants.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  about  the  time  when  these  articles  arrived.  Las 
Cases  wrote  a  letter  to  Europe,  which  of  course  came  under 
the  inspection  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who  found  that  it  con- 
tained an  order  for  some  of  those  very  articles  which  had 
been  sent  out.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  then  wrote  to  Las  Cases  to 
inform  him  that  he  had  those  articles  which  he  had  ordered, 
and  which  were  much  at  his  service,  and  observed  that  it 
would  not  perhaps  be  necessary  to  send  the  letter,  or  that  he 
might  now  omit  that  order.  Las  Cases  returned  an  answer 
full  of  reproaches  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  for  his  presumption  in 
reading  a  letter  dii'ected  to  a  lady,  and  for  oflering  him  arti- 
cles out  of  a  common  stock,  when  he  knew  that  he  had  been 
solely  supported  by  the  Emperor.      Thus    was   Sir   Hudson 
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Lowe  treated,  and  such  was  the  only  foundation  for  this  part 
of  the  charge.     The  next  complaint  was  in  these  words  : 

"Letters  have  arrived  at  St.  Helena  for  officers  in  the  suite 
of  the  Emperor — they  were  broken  open  and  transmitted  to 
you,  but  you  have  not  communicated  them,  because  they  did 
not  come  through  the  channel  of  the  English  Ministry.  They 
had  thus  to  go  back  4000  leagues,  and  these  officers  had  the 
grief  of  knowing  that  there  was  intelligence  on  the  rock  from 
their  wives,  their  mothers,  their  children,  and  that  they  could 
not  know  the  nature  of  it  for  six  months.  The  heart  revolts 
at  this." 

Now  this  was  a  direct  falsehood,  lor  which  there  was  not 
the  smallest  foundation.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  on  seeing  this 
passage  in  the  Memorial,  wrote  to  Montholon,  saying  there 
was  no  foundation  for  this  charge,  and  calling  on  him  to  give 
instances.  No  instances  had  been  given,  no  answer  had  been 
returned,  and  the  reason  was  this,  that  the  assertion  was  ab- 
solutely false.  Indeed,  in  the  voluminous  papers  which  had 
been  transmitted  from  St.  Helena,  notliing  was  more  painfully 
disgusting  than  the  utter  indifference  to  truth  shown  through- 
out. Having  said  thus  much  as  to  the  restriction  on  commu- 
nication by  letter  with  General  Bonaparte,  he  would  proceed 
to  the  complaints  of  restraints  on  his  personal  intercourse  with 
others.  He  should  read  the  part  of  the  instrvictions  which  re- 
ferred to  this  subject,  and  which  had  been  a  year  and  a  half 
before  the  country,  and  to  which  no  objection  had  ever  been 
made.     The  words  were  these  ; 

"  When  ships  arrive,  and  as  long  as  they  are  in  sight,  the 
General  must  remain  confined  within  the  boundaiy,  were  sen- 
tinels are  placed.  During  this  interval,  all  intercourse  with  the 
inhabitants  is  forbidden."  Such  was  the  letter  of  the  instruc- 
tion, but  the  execution  of  it  had  been  very  liberal.  Persons 
who  arrived  at  the  island  were,  on  procuring  a  pass  from  the 
Governor  or  Admiral,  permitted  to  go  up  to  Longwood  ;  but 
to  prevent  the  privacy  of  the  General  from  being  broken  in 
upon  by  the  curiosity  of  individuals,  they  were  prevented  from 
going  to  Longwood,  unless  they  obtained  the  previous  consent 
of  Count  Bertrand,  or  some  of  the  individuals  near  his  person. 
The  complaint  that  all  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  was 
prevented  was  untrue.  It  was  true  that  the  inhabitants  could 
not  approach  him  without  a  pass,  but  there  was  no  instance 
in  which  a  pass  had  been  refused,  or  that  any  had  been  pre- 
vented from  going  to  him  but  those  who  had  been  detected  in 
attempting  to  approach  him  in  disguise  or  in  false  characters. 
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It  had  been  also  said  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  having 
any  intercourse  vv'ith  the  officers  of  the  garrison.  There  was 
no  foundation  for  this.  He  had  on  one  occasion  entered  into 
conversation  with  an  officer  of  the  53d  regiment,  in  which 
he  bestowed  high  praises  upon  that  regiment  and  its  officers 
(none  of  which  could  be  too  high  for  their  deserts),  and  then 
expressed  a  regret  that  all  intercourse  with  them  was  inter- 
dicted him.  The  officer  assured  him  that  no  such  interdiction 
existed,  at  which  he  expressed  some  surprise,  but  since  that 
time  he  had  not  had  more  frequent  communication  with  them 
than  he  had  previously,  when  he  supposed  the  prohibition 
which  he  so  much  lamented  to  have  existed. 

He  had  thus  answered  the  complaints  of  restrictions  of  the 
communication  of  Bonaparte  with  individuals,  either  by  letter 
or  personally,  and  he  should  next  advert  to  the  charges  re- 
specting his  personal  treatment.  The  instructions  on  this 
subject  were  these  : — "  The  General  must  always  be  attend- 
ed by  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Admiral  or  the  Governor, 
as  the  case  may  be.  If  the  General  is  allowed  to  go  beyond 
the  boundary  where  the  sentinels  are  placed,  he  must  be  ac- 
companied by  one  orderly-man  at  least."  Now  the  practice 
had  been,  that  during  the  first  period  of  his  confinement,  he 
had  a  circumference  of  no  less  than  twelve  miles,  in  which 
he  might  ride  or  walk  without  the  attendance  of  any  officer ; 
and  that  range  was  not  reduced  till  it  had  been  found  that 
he  had  abused  that  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  tampering 
with  the  inhabitants.  That  range  was  now  reduced  to  eight 
miles  instead  of  twelve,  and  within  that  boundary  he  might 
at  present  walk  without  the  attendance  of  any  officer.  Be- 
yond those  limits  he  might  go  over  any  part  of  the  island,  at- 
tended by  an  officer  of  rank  not  lower  than  a  captain  in  the 
army.  On  this  ground,  therefore,  it  could  not  be  objected 
that  there  was-  an  unreasonable  degree  of  restraint.  The 
next  complaint  which  the  noble  mover  had  urged  was,  that 
General  Bonaparte  could  not  move  out  of  his  house  at  the 
only  time  when  exercise  was  healthy  in  that  climate.  Now 
the  fact  was,  that  though  he  had  not  free  passage  through 
the  island  after  sunset,  he  might  at  any  hour  walk  in  the 
garden.  Sentinels  were  stationed  there  after  sunset,  and  he 
had  expressed  his  dislike  to  walk  when  he  was  thus  watched. 
Sir  H.  Lowe,  with  every  desire  to  attend  to  his  wishes,  after 
that  fixed  the  sentinels  in  places  where  they  would  not  look 
on  him.  Would  their  Lordships  wish  these  sentinels  to  be  re- 
moved altogether  just  at  the  time  when  it  was  most  likely  that 
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he  should  escape  ?  Let  them  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  in- 
stead of  dehating  on  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  intel- 
ligence was  brought  them  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  that  General 
Bonaparte  had  actually  escaped.  Let  them  suppose  that,  in- 
stead of  sitting  to  discuss  whether  a  little  more  or  a  little  less 
restriction  should  be  imposed,  that  they  had  thus  to  exam- 
ine Sir  Hudson  Lowe  at  their  bar  ; — How  and  when  did  he 
escape  ? — In  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  and  from  his 
garden.  Had  his  garden  no  sentinels  ? — The  sentinels  were 
removed.  "Why  were  they  removed? — General  Bonaparte  de- 
sired it — they  were  hurthil  to  his  feelings ;  they  were  then  re- 
moved, and  thus  was  he  enabled  to  escape.  What  would  their 
Lordships  think  of  such  an  answer  ?  He  begged  them  to  con- 
sider the  situation  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — in  what  a  painful  and 
invidious  station  he  was  placed.  If  General  Bonaparte  es- 
caped, the  character  and  fortune  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  were 
ruined  for  ever  ;  and  if  no  attempts  were  made  to  effect  that 
escape,  there  would  not  be  wanting  some,  from  false  motives 
of  compassion,  to  reproach  him  for  those  restrictions  which 
had  probably  prevented  those  attempts  from  being  made.  It 
was  now  said  in  the  Memorial,  that  the  residence  pitched 
upon  for  General  Bonaparte  was  unpleasant  and  unwhole- 
some. He  could  only  say  that  this  was  not  the  general  ac- 
count of  that  place.  It  had  formerly  been  the  house  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  and  it  was  not  the  custom  for  Lieu- 
tenant-Governors to  choose  the  most  unpleasant  and  unwhole- 
some spots.  Neither  had  this  been  the  former  opinion  of 
General  Bonaparte  himself.  When  the  General  had  first 
been  sent  there,  it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  Sir  G.  Cock- 
burn  to  fix  on  a  residence  for  him,  with  only  one  exception, 
namely,  the  house  of  the  Governor.  That  choice  was  to  be 
directed  by  a  view  to  the  safe  custody,  and  as  far  as  was 
consistent  with  that,  by  the  consideration  due  to  his  comfort. 
Soon  after  his  landing,  General  Bonaparte  rode  out  with  Sir 
George  Cockburn  till  he  reached  Longwood,  with  which,  at 
first  sight,  he  was  so  much  captivated,  that  he  wished  to  re- 
main there,  and  not  to  go  back  to  the  town,  He  was  told  that 
it  would  be  impossible  so  soon  to  remove  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor's family.  He  then  wished  a  tent  to  be  erected,  which 
it  was  also  represented  would  much  incommode  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, but  he  was  assured  that  the  occupants  should  be 
removed  as  soon  as  possible.  As  they  returned,  they  came  to  a 
house  prettily  situated,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Balcombe,  near 
which  a  detached  room  had  been  built.  General  Bonaparte 
Vol.  n.— R 
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expressed  a  wish  to  occupy  that  room,  and,  after  Sir  G.  Cock- 
burn  had  in  vain  endeavored  to  dissuade  him  from  it,  he  took 
up  his  abode  there  for  the  time.  It  was  but  two  days  after, 
however,  that  his  attendants  complained  of  this  harsh  usage,  as 
they  termed  it,  in  placing  the  Emperor  in  a  single  room.  This 
was  the  manner  in  which  the  compliance  of  Sir  G.  Cockburn 
was  received.  So  many  alterations  were  made  at  Longwood, 
that  General  Bonaparte  remained  in  that  room  three  months. 
Constant  improvements  or  alterations  were  made  at  Longwood 
on  account  of  himself  or  his  suite,  which  delayed  his  removal ; 
for  the  fact  wa.s,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  remove  from  Mr. 
Balcombe's,  on  account  of  the  facility  of  communication  with 
the  town.  During  his  residence  there  he  was  circumscribed 
to  a  small  garden,  beyond  which  he  never  moved  without  a 
guard  ;  he  did  not,  however,  at  that  time,  make  any  com- 
plaint, but  he  now,  for  the  first  time,  complained  of  restric- 
tions on  his  liberty  when  he  was  allowed  to  range  within  a 
circuit  of  eight  miles,  if  he  pleased,  unattended.  When  the 
prisoners  were  first  sent  to  St.  Helena,  orders  were  given  to 
send  out  a  frame  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  house  for 
General  Bonaparte.  When  the  materials  arrived.  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  wrote  to  the  General,  whether  he  would  like  to  have  a 
new  house  erected  or  additions  made  to  the  old  one.  He  re- 
ceived no  answer ;  but  in  two  or  three  weeks  he  went  to  the 
General  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  decision  from  him.  The 
General  answered  that  he  should  prefer  a  new  house,  but 
that  it  would  take  five  or  six  years  to  build,  while  he  knew 
that  in  two  or  three  years  either  the  Administration  in  this 
country  would  be  overturned  or  a  change  would  take  place  in 
the  Government  of  France,  and  in  either  case  he  should  be 
released.  As  this  was  all  the  answer  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  could 
get,  he  proceeded  to  make  alterations  in  the  present  house. 
General  Bonaparte  then  objected  to  this,  though  it  was  done 
for  the  purpose  of  lodging  his  attendants.  He  (Earl  B.)  did 
not  object  to  General  Bonaparte's  choice  either  of  the  new 
house  or  the  old  one,  or  between  alterations  and  no  altera- 
tions, but  he  objected  to  this — that  he  made  every  attempt  to 
make  his  residence  convenient  the  foundation  of  a  charge 
against  the  Governor,  and  that  he  watched  the  moment 
when  an  attention  was  paid  to  his  wishes  to  make  that  at- 
tention a  source  of  complaint.  He  should  now  advert  to  the 
subject  of  the  expenss  bestowed  on  the  maintenance  of  this 
individual,  but  he  should  previously  mention  the  rumor  that 
St.  Helena  had  been  mentioned  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna  as 
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a  place  to  which  Bonaparte  might  be  removed  from  Elba.  It 
was  one  of  those  rumors,  whether  received  from  foreigners  or 
Englishmen,  in  which  he  could  assure  the  noble  Lord  he  was 
quite  mistaken.  There  was  no  mention  at  the  Congress  of 
such  a  proposition.  As  to  the  expense  of  the  establishment 
of  General  Bonaparte  at  St.  Helena,  it  had  been  at  first,  from 
the  want  of  arrangements  for  regular  supplies,  unavoidably 
great  ;  but  it  had  always  been  in  contemplation  when  those 
arrangements  were  made  that  the  expenditure  should  be  con- 
siderably reduced.  The  permanent  expense  of  the  establish- 
ment of  Bonaparte  had  from  the  first  been  fixed  at  X8000 
a-year,  though  it  was  of  course  contemplated  that  the  first 
year  would  much  exceed  that  expense.  In  fixing  that  allow- 
ance, the  Government  had  been  somewhat  guided  by  the  ex- 
penses which  the  Governor  of  the  island  had  been  found  to 
have  incurred.  That  Governor  was  paid  by  the  India  Com- 
pany ;  his  salary  was  £.1800  a-year,  and  his  table  expenses 
were  paid,  as  he  was  bound  to  receive  and  entertain  all  the 
passengers  in  the  Company's  ships  touching  at  the  island. 
Those  table  expenses  had  been  found  on  an  average  of  years 
to  be  £4700  a-year,  in  all  £6500,  which  was  regarded  as  a 
fair  criterion  of  the  expense  of  supporting  an  establishment 
on  that  island.  As  General  Bonaparte  was  not  subject  to 
those  expenses  which  the  Governor  had  been  obliged  to  incur, 
£8000  a-year  was  deemed  a  fair  allowance  ;  that  estimate, 
it  was  to  be  remembered,  had  been  given  in  to  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  as  the  probable  expense  of  that  estab- 
lishment, and  the  instructions  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  this 
subject  were  founded  on  it.  This  sum  was  considered  suf- 
ficient to  provide  General  Bonaparte  with  all  that  could  be 
considered  as  suitable  for  a  person  in  his  situation.  Instruc- 
tions were,  however,  transmitted  to  the  Governor,  informing 
him,  if  it  required  more  for  the  support  of  General  Bonaparte 
than  what  had  been  considered  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  if 
he  thought  any  additional  luxury  necessary,  beyond  what 
could  be  provided  for  the  sum  fixed  in  this  country,  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  were  inclined  to  allow  it.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
in  answer,  said  he  thought  the  establishment  of  General  Bo-  , 
naparte  could  not  be  suitably  provided  for  under  £12,000 
a-year.  An  intimation  was  immediately  given  that  the  sum 
of  £12,000  was  agreed  to  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  If  their 
Lordships  considered  this  too  small  a  sum  for  the  expenses  of 
General  Bonaparte,  he  only  wished  them  to  recollect  that  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  himself  was  only  allowed  £12,000  for  all  his 
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expenses,  of  whatever  nature  they  might  be.     A  fortnight 
after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  this  country,  General  Bo- 
naparte entered  into  a  negotiation  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  in 
which  he  undertook  to  furnish  the  whole  of  his  expenditure, 
amounting  to  £17,000  or  £18,000,  himself,  if  he  had  permis- 
sion to  correspond  with  any  hanker,  provided  the  letters  were 
allowed  to  be  sealed,  and  provided  all  the  money  so  received 
should  be  wholly  at  his  disposal  ;   and  so  confident  was  he 
that  he  had  this  money  at  his  command,  that  he  offered  at 
once  to  draw  for  it,  and  he  assured  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  that  he 
might  advance  the  money  with  safety,  because  he  had  no 
doubt  that  his  draft  would  be  accepted.      In  stating  this,  he 
did  not  mean  to  say  that,  because  General  Bonaparte  possess- 
ed funds,  and  even  large  funds,  that  therefore  the  Government 
of  this  country  ought  to  make  him  pay  for  the  expenses  of  his 
establishment  out  of  these  funds  ;  but  he  said  this,  that  hav- 
ing given  him  so  high  an  allowance  as  £12,000  a  year,  such 
an  allowance  as  they  gave  to  their  own  Governor,  who  was 
exposed  to  great  expenses,  and  who  had  to  receive  the  visits 
of  the  mhabitants,  and  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Allied 
Powers,  surely,  if  this  sum  was  sufficient  for  the  Governor,  it 
was  sufficient  for  General  Bonaparte  ;   and  if  he  wished  for 
more  than  this,  it  ought  to  come  out  of  the  funds,  and  large 
funds,  at  his  own  disposal.     There  was  one  other  point  which 
he  should  notice,  as  it  related  to  a  statement  in  a  publication 
formerly  mentioned  by  him — that  one  bottle  of  wine  a-day 
only  was  allowed  for  each  person ;  and  that,  if  this  allowance 
was  drunk  by  any  of  the  individuals  on  the  establishment,  he 
could  get  no  more.     In  order  to  ascertain  the  expenditure  of 
any  establishment,  it  was  usual  to  calculate   on  a  certain 
quantity  of  such  things  as  were  used  for  each  individual  per 
day.     It  was  by  no  means  intended  that  the  same  quantity 
should  always  be  drunk  by  each  individual.    With  respect  to 
the  calculation  of  one  bottle  per  day  for  each  person,  it  was 
one  which  would  be  considered  in  this  country  as  not  an  un- 
fair one — this  was  the  allowance  for  his  Majesty's  table.     A 
bottle  a-day  for  each  person  was  considered  by  military  gen- 
tlemen as  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  their  messes — sufficient 
ipr  themselves  and  for  such  company  as  might  be  invited  to 
their  mess ;  it  was  not  usual  to  allow  more  one  day  with  an- 
other to  any  person  in  the  prime  of  life.    But  to  show  how  lib- 
erally the  allowance  to  General  Bonaparte  was  calculated,  he 
should  read  to  their  Lordships  an  extract  from  the  estimate 
for  his  table,  in  which  this  very  article  of  wine  was  minutely 
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specified.  There  was  an  allowance  of  strong  and  of  weak 
wine.  The  quantity  of  weak  wine  was  84  bottles  in  the 
course  of  the  fortnight ;  but  he  should  put  that  out  of  the 
question,  and  merely  state  the  quantity  of  the  other  descrip- 
tion of  wine.  Of  that  belter  sort  of  wine  there  was  no  less 
than  266  bottles  in  one  fortnight,  applicable,  wholly  and  en- 
tirely, to  General  Bonaparte  and  his  attendants.  The  par- 
ticulars were — 

7  bottles  of  Constantia  (or  14  pint  bottles). 
14  bottles  of  Champagne. 
21  bottles  of  Vin  de  Grave. 
84  bottles  of  Teneritfe. 
140  bottles  of  Claret. 

In  all,  266  bottles. 

The  number  of  persons  connected  with  General  Bonaparte, 
excluding  those  of  tender  age,  amounted  to  nine,  so  that  there 
was  an  allowance  of  nineteen  bottles  in  one  day  for  ten  per- 
sons; and  taking  one  day  with  another,  the  allowance  might 
be  considered  two  bottles  a-day  for  each  grown  person.  In 
addition  to  this  quantity  of  wine,  42  bottles  of  porter  were 
allowed  every  fortnight,  being  at  the  rate  of  three  to  each  in- 
dividual. Having  stated  so  much,  he  trusted  he  had  con- 
vinced their  Lordships  that  there  was  not  any  ground  what- 
ever for  apprehending  that  they  were  acting  toward  General 
Bonaparte  with  any  thing  like  severity.  Those  persons  who 
were  placed  under  his  control  had  behaved  in  the  most  inso- 
lent manner  toward  the  Governor  ;  and  if  their  Lordships 
were  willing  to  lend  an  ear  to  eveiy  complaint  proceeding 
from  them,  there  would  be  no  end  to  their  complaining. 
With  respect  to  the  Governor,  he  could  not  support  his 
authority  unless  he  endeavored  to  enforce  obedience  to  all  the 
dispositions  which  he  was  by  his  instructions  appointed  to 
make.  If  they  thought  that  Bonaparte  ought  not  to  be  de- 
tained at  St.  Helena,  then  dismiss  him  ;  but  if  they  thought 
that  he  ought  to  be  detained,  it  would  be  unjust  to  throw 
such  a  heavy  responsibility  on  the  Governor,  and  at  the 
same  time  prevent  him  from  enforcing  such  measures  as  the 
secure  detention  of  his  prisoner  demanded  from  him.  The 
noble  Earl  concluded  by  expressing  his  decided  opposition  to 
the  motion. 

After  a  short  debate,  in  which  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham 
and  the  Earl  of  Darnley  took  part,  the  motion  was  put  and 
negatived  without  a  division. 
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No.  67. 

Translation  op  the  Obseevations  dictated  by  Napo- 
leon ON  LoKD  Bathukst's  Speeci-i,  with  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe's  Notes  on  them. 

"  That  the  noble  mover  could  not  discuss  "with  a  due  degree  of  impar- 
tiality the  restrictions  imposed  upon  this  prisoner,  while  he  con- 
ceived restrictions  of  "what  kind  soever  to  be  inhuman  and  unjusti- 
fiable." (1.) — Extract  from  the  Speech. 

1.  The  Bill  of  the  Parliament  of  England  of  the  1  Ith 
April,  1816,  is  neither  a  law  nor  a  judgment.  A  law  deter- 
mines only  on  general  objects.  The  characteristics  of  a  judg- 
ment are,  the  competency  of  the  tribunal,  information,  hear- 
ing of  witnesses,  confrontation,  and  argument.  This  Bill  is 
an  act  of  proscription,  similar  to  those  of  Sylla  and  of  Marius  ; 
as  necessary,  as  Just,  but  more  harharous!  Sylla  and  Marius. 
as  Consuls  or  Dictators  of  the  Republic,  had  an  unquestion- 
able jurisdiction  over  the  Romans.  Neither  the  King  of  En- 
gland nor  his  people  had  or  have  any  over  Napoleon :  they  are 
15,000,060  of  men  oppressing  one  man  in  time  of  peace,  be- 
cause he  directed  and  commanded  armies  against  them  in 
time  of  war.  But  Sylla  and  Marius  signed  those  acts  of 
proscription  with  the  still  ensanguined  point  of  the  sword, 
am.idst  the  tumults  and  the  violance  of  camps.  The  Bill  of 
the  11th  of  April  was  signed  in  a  time  of  peace,  with  the 
sceptre  of  a  great  people,  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  law.  How 
will  the  members  of  the  English  Parliament  dare  hencefor- 
ward to  blame  those  who  proscribed  Charles  I.  and  Louis 
XVL  ?  Those  princes  perished  at  least  by  a  death  which 
was  prompt  and  without  agony  ! 

This  Bill  declares,  1st,  That  Napoleon  shall  be  treated  as 
if  he  were  a  prisoner  of  war  ; — 2dly,  That  the  English 
Government  shJll  have  Ihe  right  of  making  all  the  restric- 
tions which  it  shall  judge  necessary.  By  the  former  stipula- 
tion that  prince  has  been  placed  under  the  protection  of  the 
law  of  nations,  which,  being  founded  on  the  principle  of 
reciprocity,  is  not  a  guarantee  in  time  of  peace  ;  the  latter 
stipulation  destroys  even  the  semblance  of  the  guarantee 
which  might  appear  to  have  been  intended  by  the  former. 
The  English  Bill,  after  violating  every  thing  in  order  to  seize 
the  person  of  this  prince,  at  that  time  the  illustrious  guest  of 
England,  immediately  and  precipitately  delivers  him  up  to 
all  the  fury  of  his  personal  enemies,  who  are  animated  by  the 
basest  passions.     A  legislative  senate  which  abandons  an  in- 
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dividual  to  arbitrary  power,  were  he  even  the  lowest  of  the 
human  species,  is  wanting  to  itself,  and  misunderstands  its 
sacred  character. 

It  was  asked,  what  need  had  Ministers  to  he  invested  with 
the  right  of  making  restrictions,  since  the  law  of  nations  was 
to  be  their  rule  ?  One  of  them  answered,  that  it  was  in 
order  that  they  might  feel  authorized  in  ordaining  a  more 
liberal  treatment  than  was  customary  toward  prisoners  of 
war.  Observers  were  not  thus  misled  ;  they  foresaw  the 
secret  views  of  the  cabinet  ;  they  were  grieved  for  the  honor 
of  their  nation  ;  results  have  justified,  and  daily  continue  to 
justify,  their  conjectures.  This  great  man  is  dying  upon  a 
rock  ;  he  is  dying  a  death  sufficiently  slow  to  be  apparently 
natural  :  an  excess  of  cruelty  hitherto  unknown  among 
nations.  This  Bill  is  more  barbarous  than  if,  like  those  of 
Sylla,  it  had  caused  to  be  severed,  at  one  blow,  the  head  of 
this  high  enemy  1 

The  right  of  making  restrictions  has  been  conferred  by  the 
Bill  on  the  Government,  and  the  latter  cannot  delegate  it. 
The  restrictions  ought  to  be  invested  with  the  forms  of  an  act 
of  Government,  passed  in  council,  and  signed  by  the  Prince. 
A  single  minister,  therefore,  cannot  exercise  it ;  yet  thus  it  is 
that  the  four  restrictions  have  been  adopted  and  published 
which  were  pointed  at  the  time.  They  have  been  communi- 
cated at  St.  Helena  only  partially  and  verbally ;  some  articles 
in  writing,  extracted  from  the  correspondence  of  the  Minister, 
and  as  a  simple  act  of  his  administration. 

These  restrictions  are — 

1.  The  detention  at  St.  Helena. 

2.  The  name  impo.sed  of  General  Bonaparte. 

3.  The  prohibition  from  going  abroad,  upon  the  rock  of  St. 
Helena,  otherwise  than  accompanied  by  an  officer. 

4.  The  obligation,  first,  of  writing  none  but  open  letters  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  olficer  appointed  to  guard  St.  Helena ; 
and,  secondly,  of  receiving  none  but  opened  letters  which 
have  passed  under  the  eye  of  the  Minister. 

These  four  restrictions  are  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations. 
It  was  not  therefore  for  the  sake  of  ameliorating  the  lot  of  the 
detained  persons  that  Ministers  caused  themselves  to  be  in- 
vested with  the  right  of  making  restrictions.  No  instance 
will  be  cited  in  the  history  of  Great  Britain  or  of  France  in 
which  prisoners  of  war  were  sent  away  to  be  in  a  state  of 
detention  in  another  hemisphere,  and  on  an  isolated  rock  in 
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the  midst  of  the  seas.  If  the  security  of  the  detention  had 
been  the  only  object  in  view,  there  was  no  want  of  castles  or 
of  houses  ill  England  ;  but  it  was  the  devouring  climate  of 
the  tropic  which  was  required  1 

Nor  has  the  second  restriction  any  relation  to  the  security 
of  the  detention  ;  it  has  the  eflect  of  aggravating  the  con- 
dition of  this  prince.  Prisoners  of  war,  when  they  fall  into 
the  power  of  the  enemy,  are  legitimated  by  the  title  which 
they  bore  at  home.  But  the  Bourbons  ceased  not  to  reign 
in  France  ;  the  Republic  and  the  fourth  Dynasty  were  not 
legitimate  governments.  On  what  are  these  new  principles 
founded  ?  If  the  English  Government  acknowledge  that 
the  Bourbons  reigned  in  France  at  the  time  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  in  1802,  they  acknowledge  that  Cardinal  York 
reigned  in  England  at  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1783  ;  that 
Charles  XIII.  does  not  reign  in  Sweden.  To  sanction  these 
principles  is  to  throw  all  thrones  into  disorder;  it  is  to  propa- 
gate the  germs  of  revolution  among  all  nations. 

It  was  well  known  that  the  Emperor  ought  not,  could  not, 
and  never  would  avail  himself  of  the  condition  contained  in 
the  third  restriction.  Therefore  it  was  calculated  that  he 
would  not  go  out  of  an  unwholesome  dwelling,  "What  rela- 
tion could  this  restriction  have  to  the  security  of  the  deten- 
tion, on  a  precipitous  rock,  600  leagues  from^ny  continent, 
around  which  several  brigs  are  cruising,  where  there  is  only 
a  single  anchorage,  and  the  circumference  of  which  may 
moreover  be  guarded  by  ten  or  twelve  posts  of  infantry. 

It  was  equally  well  known  that,  in  order  not  to  submit  to 
the  humiliation  prescribed  in  the  fourth  restriction,  he  would 
not  receive  or  write  any  letter.  The  correspondence  between 
this  remote  island  and  Europe  may  take  place  at  most  twice  a 
year  ;  eight  or  nine  months  must  elapse  before  an  answer 
arrives  ;  how  can  a  correspondence  of  this  kind  have  any  in- 
fluence on  the  security  of  the  detention,  or  on  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe  ?  But  it  takes  away  all  moral  consolation.  It  is 
to  the  soul  what  this  frightful  climate  is  to  the  body.  The 
end  in  view  is  approached  by  two  ways  at  once  1  I 

The  officer  commanding  at  St.  Helena  could  be  charged 
only  with  the  guard  and  with  the  execution  of  the  restric- 
tions :  but  this  is  not  the  case ;  he  alone  makes,  and  unmakes, 
and  remakes  all  the  regulations  and  the  restrictions  accord- 
ing to  his  own  fancy,  precipitately,  and  in  forms  illegal  and 
obscure.  No  limits  have  been  prescribed  to  the  discretion, 
no  resource  against  the  passion,  the  caprice,  and  the  folly  of 
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a  single  man.  There  is  no  council,  no  magistrate,  no  lawyer, 
no  public  opinion  on  this  rock. 

Does  the  Minister  then  believe  it  to  be  impossible  that  an 
officer  appointed  to  guard  St.  Helena  will  be  guilty  of  abuse? 
But  -when  he  chooses  him  ad  hoc  from  among  men  of  a  char- 
acter which  was  ascertained  from  preceding  missions,  is  it  not 
probable  that  he  will  commit  abuse  ?  And  when  he  tells 
him,  "  if  the  detained  persmi  escape,  your  honor  and  your 
fortune  are  lost,"  [1]  is  not  this  as  much  as  telling  him  to 
commit  abuse  ?  Is  it  not  interesting  him  in  it  by  all  that  is 
dearest  to  man  ?  A  jailer  in  Europe  can  not  impose  restric- 
tions, even  upon  criminals,  according  to  the  measure  of  his 
alarm,  his  caprice,  or  his  passion  ;  he  refers  these  points  to 
magistrates  of  the  administrative  or  judiciary  order,  who 
determine  upon  them,  and  protect  his  responsibility;  if  such 
were  not  the  case,  there  would  be  no  dungeons  safe  enough 
in  the  eyes  of  the  man  responsible  for  the  detention.  For, 
after  all,  prisoners  shut  up  in  towers,  fettered  and  manacled, 
have  found  means  to  escape.  In  whatever  situation  living 
men  are  placed,  they  have  always  certain  chances,  more  or 
less  numerous,  of  regaining  their  liberty.  Do  you  seek  for  a 
place  in  which  to  inclose  a  man,  without  any  chance  of  free- 
ing himself  without  even  a  single  chance  in  a  thousand,  you 
will  find  only  one — a  coffin  I 

If  the  problem  be  proposed  of  contriving  a  set  of  instruc- 
tions to  give  to  the  officer  charged  with  the  guard  of  St. 
Helena,  so  that  the  detained  persons  may  be  exposed  to  every 
kind  of  vexation  and  caprice  which  may  satisfy  the  most 
implacable  hatred,  without  obliging  it  to  unmask  itself  and 
display  its  odious  countenance  ?  After  a  man  has  been 
chosen  whose  character  and  opinions  are  well  known,  he  will 
be  told,  "  You  are  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  insure 
the  detention  ;  there  will  be  no  magistrate  on  the  spot  to  re- 
ceive complaints  that  may  be  made  against  you,  nor  can  any 
arrive  but  through  your  channel,  and  in  open  letters,  to  a 
Minister  at  the  distance  of  2000  leagues  ;  youi-self  alone,  both 
judge  and  party,  will  prepare  the  information  ;  that  informa- 

SiR  Hudson  Lowe's  Notes. — These  notes  were  written  in  February, 
1819,  and  transmitted  to  Earl  Bathurst. 

[1.]  "  No  such  expression  was  ever  used  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  nor  im- 
puted by  him  to  the  Minister  who  may  have  been  supposed  to  have  uttered 
it.  It  is  the  style  of  language  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  (who  in  these 
observations  appears  disposed  on  all  occasions  to  lend  his  own  principles 
of  action  to  others)  may  have  been  supposed  to  employ  ;  but  no  British 
officer  would  require  an  incentive  of  such  nature  for  the  due  performance 
of  hia  duty  — H.  L." 


394  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  67. 

tion  will  be  secret ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  if  the  detained 
person  escape,  your  honor  and  your  fortune  are  lost."  The  pro- 
blem will  have  been  solved,  but  certainly  by  an  abandonment 
of  all  idea  of  justice  and  of  every  humane  feeling  ;  by  destroy- 
ing the  Bill,  or,  at  least,  its  literal  and  public  sense.  The 
savages  who  beUeve  they  have  a  right  to  devour  their  prison- 
ers would  disclaim  this  excess  of  cruelty  1 

When  the  pnrpo.5e  has  been  to  conceal  the  ultimate  object 
for  which  St.  Helena  was  chosen,  it  has  been  said,  such  choice 
was  made  i7i  order  that  the  prisoners  might  ejijoy  more  lib- 
erty.  But,  by  the  restrictions  made,  the  instructions  given, 
and  the  man  chosen,  it  is  shown  that  the  wish  was  to  prevent 
the  cries  of  agony  from  reaching  the  Prince  and  the  people 
of  England.  There  was  a  dread  of  the  indignation  of  gener- 
ous hearts,  and  of  men  of  worth,  who  have  still  some  influ- 
ence on  the  opinion  of  European  nations. 

Lord  Bathurst  in  this  speech  declares  two  things ;  ]  st,  that 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  used  only  executive  measures  ;  2d,  that  all 
the  communications  of  Government  to  St.  Helena  have  been 
to  the  advantage  of  the  persons  detained.  These  two  asser- 
tions are  equally  erroneous  ;  see  the  document  marked  A, 
which  contains  eight  or  nine  new  restrictions  [2]  that  would 
be  considered  vexatious  and  degrading  at  Botany  Bay.  Some 
articles  only  of  the  Minister's  correspondence  are  here  known. 
A  letter,  [3]  communicated  in  October,  by  the  Colonel  of  the 
Commandant's  stafFi  was  full  of  improper  expressions.  Or- 
ders were  given  for  instantly  taking  three  of  the  twelve 
domestics  who  had  followed  Napoleon  to  St.  Helena,  and  for 
sending  them  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     This  letter  can 

[2.]  "  These  regulations  were  drawn  out  on  an  application  from  Count  Ber- 
trand,  in  his  own  name  and  that  of  the  officers  who  accompanied  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  to  St.  Helena,  to  know  the  precise  rules  to  which  they  were  to  be 
subject  on  signing  a  declaration  to  remain  at  St.  Helena.  This  declaration 
expressed  they  were  to  be  subject  to  the  same  personal  restrictions  as  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  himself.  The  regulations  were  drawn  out  therefore  in  his 
name  ;  but,  in  their  operation,  they  affected  his  followers  much  more  than 
him,  and  hence  the  violent  clamor  that  was  raised  against  them.  The  most 
obnoxious  articles  were  modified  or  rescinded  very  nearly  two  years  ago,  yet 
ihis  clamor  still  continues.  Why?  Because  these  regulations,  while  they 
suh..jisted  in  full  force,  proved  effectual,  and  that  it  is  feared  they  may  be 
;ii:ain  resorted  to.  What  have  been  the  consequences  of  relaxation  in  them? 
Have  the  persons  at  Longwood  been  more  contented  ? — H.  L." 

[3-]  "  No  letter  was  communicated,  but  only  some  memoranda  which  Sir 
Tiiomas  Reade  had  taken  with  him  of  the  heads  of  the  instructions  received. 
Vide  copy  of  letter  written  to  Count  Bertrand,  dated  8th  October,  1816,  re- 
capitulating the  instructions  which  Sir  Thomas  Reade  had  made  known  to 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  transmitted  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  dispatch  to  £arl 
Bathurst,  10th  October,  1816.— H.L." 
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not  here  be  annexed,  because  it  was  not  left,  and  a  copy  of  it 
was  refused  ;  there  was  an  apprehension  that  it  might  one  day 
be  published.  But,  in  consequence,  the  chef  d'escadron, 
Piontkowsky,  and  three  domestics  were  sent  to  the  Cape.  It 
was  insinuated  [4]  that  all  the  French  domestics  would  suc- 
cessively share  the  same  lot,  and  that  there  would  be  none  in 
attendance  on  the  Emperor  but  those  chosen  by  the  comman- 
dant of  St.  Helena  It  will  not  be  said  that  those  domestics 
had  given  cause  of  complaint,  for  they  were  not  designated 
by  name.  They  were  made  to  perform  a  voyage  of  1200 
leagues  to  go  to  the  Cape,  and  600  to  return  to  St.  Helena  ; 
that  is  to  say,  a  passage  eqiial  to  that  from  St.  Helena  to 
Europe.  They  navigated  35  days  in  stormy  seas,  in  order  to 
return  to  the  point  from  whence  they  had  set  out  50  days  be- 
fore, occasioning  needless  trouble  and  expense  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  navy.  If  there  was  an  objection  to  these 
domestics  landing  in  the  first  instance  in  England,  might 
they  not  have  been  left  to  await  the  orders  of  the  Ministry  at 
an  anchorage,  or  at  Gibraltar  ?  Count  Las  Cases  was  sub- 
jected to  this  cruelty.  All  the  French  who  shall  be  desirous 
of  returning  to  their  own  country  must  first  incur  these  dan- 
gers and  experience  this  excessive  fatigue  ;  it  is  a  general, 
order  of  service.  What  contempt  of  man  I  In  short,  the 
conduct,  ever  more  and  more  illiberal,  of  the  commandant  of 
this  place  whenever  ships  have  arrived  from  Europe  ;  his  re- 
peated declarations  that  his  instructions  are  not  the  same 
with  those  of  his  predecessor,  [5]  that  they  are  even  of  a 
darker  nature  than  his  conduct,  all  prove  that  the  second  as- 
sertion of  Lord  Bathurst,  "  that  his  correspondence  has  been 
in  favor  of  the  "persons  detained"  is  not  more  accurate  than 
the  first,  "that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  taken  only  executive 
measures." 

"Thus,  then,  when  Napoleon  Bonaparte  represented  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  write  to  those  to  whom  he  wished  to  write,  it  was  not  true."  (2.) 

2.  It  tvas  not  true.     The  honorable  speaker   contradicts 

['!.]  "  It  was  not  insinuated  that  the  other  domestics  would  share  the  same 
lot.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  never  objected  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  having  foreign 
domestics, — H,  L," 

[5.]  "  The  only  difference  of  instruction  to  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  has  ever 
referred  regards  '  communication,'  wherein  his  rule  is  more  precise  than  what 
was  contained  in  the  instruction  given  to  his  predecessor.  He  has  established 
no  regulation  on  this  head,  however,  which  Sir  George  Cockbum  did  not  feel 
himself  warranted,  even  by  his  instructions,  to  direct.  Vide  the  proclamation 
of  the  17th  July,  published  immediately  after  his  arrival,  and  his  orders,  as 
naval  commander-in-chief,  to  King's  ships,  as  well  as  to  all  vessels  resorting 
to  the  island  of  St.  Helena. — H  .L." 
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himself.  In  fact,  Count  Montholon  thus  expresses  himself  in 
the  annexed  letter  of  the  23d  August,  marked  B  : — "  It  is  the 
same  spirit  of  hatred  u'hich  has  ordained  that  the  Emperor 
may  not  tvrite  m-  receive  any  letter,  unless  it  be  opened  and 
read  by  the  English  Ministers  and  the  officers  of  St.  Helena. 
He  lias  THUS  bee?i  defiied  the  possibility  of  receiving  neivs 
from  his  wife,  his  son,  and  his  brothers." 

"  That  he  had  not  received  letters  from  his  relations  and  friends  in  Europe, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  receive  them  :  this  was  not  true."  (3.) 

3.  This  was  not  true  : — to  what  does  the  expression  apply  ? 
Count  Montholon  has  not  and  can  not  have  alleged  any  com- 
plaint that  Napoleon  did  not  receive  letters,  since  the  latter 
declared  that  he  would  not  receive  any  open. 

"  As  might  be  inferred  from  a  letter  of  Sir  George  Cockbum  to  him."  (4.) 

4.  T'here  has  not  and  can  not  have  been  any  correspondence 
between  Napoleon  and  the  officers  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment, since  they  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  title. 

"  He  did  not  know  how  he  could  discharge  his  duty  if  he  did  not  make  him- 
self acquainted  with  the  nature  of  such  communication."  (5.) 

5.  An  assurance  [6]  has  been  asked  of  the  commandant  of 
this  place  that  a  letter  to  the  Sovereign  should  be  sent  sealed 
to  England.  It  was  well  known  that  he  could  not  answer 
for  what  would  be  done  with  it  in  London.  If  the  King  of 
England  were  not  able  to  receive  letters  till  the  Ministers 
had  read  them,  England  would  not  be  a  monarchy.  At 
Venice,  at  Ragusa,  at  Lucca,  the  Doges  and  the  Gonfaloniers 
were  never  subject  to  such  an  humiliation,  It  is  probable 
that,  if  a  minister  opened  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Prince, 
without  being  sanctioned  by  a  general  or  special  authority  for 
so  doing,  the  Prince  would  withdraw  from  him  his  confidence. 
The  English  constitution  has  not  tarnished  with  such  a  stain 
the  crown  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth ;  it  would  have  been  a 
stain  on  the  nation  itself  If  ministers  are  responsible  before 
the  tribunals,  kings  are  responsible  before  God  and  the  people. 
How  could  the  monarch  be  informed  of  the  faults  of  his  min- 
isters, admonish  them,  or  dismiss  them  ?  They  are  not  re- 
sponsible for  what  the  Prince  knows,  hears,  or  reads,  but  for 
the  orders  which  he  gives,  for  the  measures  which  he  takes ; 
then  they  ought  to  know  every  thing,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  able   to  advise  the   throne,  with  full   cognizance  of  the 


[6.]  "  No  such  assurance  was  ever  asked  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowr, — H.  L.' 
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"  On  the  knowledge  that  attempts  had  been  made  through  the  medium  of 
newspapers  to  hold  communication  with  Napoleon."  (6.) 

6.  Napoleon  never  demanded  anj-  thing.  On  arriving  off 
Madeira,  Count  Bertrand  inquired  if  any  French  books  were 
to  be  found  there  ;  they  had  very  few.  He  made  a  list  of 
books,  [7]  and  asked  to  address  it  to  a  bookseller  of  London 
or  Paris.  Admiral  Cockburn  declared  that  he  should  take 
charge  of  it.  In  June,  1816,  some  chests  were  indeed  receiv- 
ed containing  books,  without  any  catalogue  or  explanation. 
It  being  perceived  that  there  was  no  recent  publication,  and 
that  even  the  collection  of  the  "  Moniteur"  had  been  broken 
off  at  1808,  and  the  circumstance  having  been  remarked  that 
Count  Montholon  wrote  the  letter  of  the  23d  of  August  to  the 
Governor  of  this  island,  he  thought  proper  to  make  an  observ- 
ation upon  it,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  this  was  a  new  restric- 
tion. A  proof  that  there  was  nothing  strange  in  this  new  re- 
striction is  the  avowal  that  no  journals  are  to  be  sent  to  Long- 
wood  which  may  be  wished  for  there,  because  "attenipU  had 
been  made  tJirough  the  medium  of  ncivspapers  to  hold  com- 
munication with  Napoleo7i"  [8].  What  a  chimera!  How 
is  it  to  be  conceived  that  at  a  distance  of  2000  leagues  from 
^Europe,  receiving  journals  so  rarely,  it  were  possible  to  cor- 
respond by  these  means?  But  are  there  any  journals  printed 
at  St.  Helena  ?  It  was  on  similar  pretexts  that  the  jailers  of 
the  Inquisition  and  of  the  Council  of  Ten  of  Venice  interdicted 
not  only  journals  and  books,  but  even  paper,  ink,  and  light. 

"  The  next  complaint  was,  that  he  was  not  allowed  to  open  an  account 
with  a  bookseller :  now,  this  was  not  true."  (7,) 

7.  This  was  not  tnie.  The  correspondence  with  a  book- 
seller might  be  carried  on  by  open  letters.  The  officers  cor- 
respond daily  in  this  manner  with  their  families  ;  but  it  is 
easy  to  conceive  that,  if  the  "  Morning  Chronicle'"  or  the  "  Ed- 
inburgh Review"  may  afford  place  for  a  correspondence  ex- 
tremely dangerous  to  the  safety  of  England,  the  correspond- 
ence with  a  bookseller  is  dangerous  in  a  very  different  man- 
ner. In  fact,  as  this  bookseller  might  send  300  or  400  vol- 
umes at  once,  time  would  be  reqtiired  for  searchmg  and  going 
through  them  all ;  and  besides,  are  there  not  sympathetic  inks 
and  .secret  alphabets  ?     It  is  for  this  reason  that  books  sent  by 

[7.]  "  These  books  were  ordered  on  a  list  sent  by  General  Bonaparte's  own 
desire  to  England.  Tlie  cost  (of  which  an  account  was  sent  to  Count  Ber- 
trand for  his  information),  amounting  to  £1396  \s.,  has  never  been  paid,  nor 
any  reply  sent  to  the  letter  written  to  Count  Bertrand  on  the  subject. — H.L." 

[8.]  "  See  Count  Las  Cases'  intercepted  letter  to  Lady  Clavering,  and 
the  ciphers  in  the  Antigallican  Monitor,— H.  L." 
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authors  [9]  known  in  London  have  been  stopped  at  St.  Hel- 
ena. On  the  same  inquisitorial  principle,  a  botanist  [10]  of 
Schoenbriinn  having  arrived  in  this  place,  where  he  resided 
several  months,  and  having  it  in  his  power  to  give  a  father 
news  of  his  son,  whom  he  had  seen  at  Vienna,  the  greatest 
care  was  taken  to  prevent  him.  Indeed  it  is  to  be  conceived 
what  danger  might  thence  result  to  Great  Britain.  This 
botanist  might  be  appointed  to  conclude  a  league  oflensive 
and  defensive  1  Count  Las  Cases,  violently  torn  away  from 
Longwood  in  November,  1816,  was  kept  a  month  in  secret 
before  being  sent  to  the  Cape  ;  at  the  moment  of  his  depart- 
ure the  Emperor  desired  to  see  him  ;  but  Count  Las  Cases 
might  possibly  receive  communications  capable  of  overthrow- 
ing Europe  !  Yet  he  was  sent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
where  he  was  to  wait  several  months  for  permission  to  pro- 
ceed to  Europe.  He  has  been  there  six  months,  and  his  re- 
turn is  not  yet  spoken  of. 

"Who  had  ever  heard  of  an  affectionate  draft  on  a  banking-house,  or  an 
enthusiastic  order  for  the  sale  of  stock?"  (8) 

8.  Where  has  it  been  said  that  a  correspondence  could  not 
be  held  with  a  banker  or  agent  ?  Count  Montholon,  in  the 
letter  which  is  the  object  of  the  speech,  says  the  contrary, 
and  answers  victoriously  to  the  amiable  pleasantry  of  the 
noble  Lord.  He  thus  expresses  himself: — "Iliad  the  honor 
to  tell  you  that  the  Emperor  had  no  fundi  ;  that  for  a  year 
he  had  neither  received  nor  written  any  letter,  and  that  he 
was  in  complete  ignorance  as  to  what  is  jjassing,  or  may 
have  been  passing,  in  EtirojJe.  Transported  by  violence  to 
this  rock,  at  2000  leagues  distance,  tvit limit  the  poiver  of  re- 
ceiving or  writing  any  letter,  he  noiu  remains  entirely  at  the 
discretion  of  the  English  agents.  The  Emp)eror  has  ever 
desired,  and  does  desire,  to  2'>rovide  for  the  ivhole  of  his  ex- 
penses, of  every  Icitid,  and  he  icill  do  it  as  soo?i  as  you  will 
render  it  possible,  by  removing  the  prohibition  imjMsed  on 
the  merchants  of  the  island  against  being  of  service  to  his 
correspondence,  and  by  orderi7ig  that  it  sJtall  not  be  subject- 
ed to  OMy  inquisition  on  your  p)art,  or  on  that  of  any  of  your 
agents.     As  soon  as  the  icants  of  the  Emperor-  shcdl  be  known 

[9.]  "  Only  one  book  has  ever  been  sent  by  any  anther  in  London,  and 
he  left  it  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  discretion  to  present  it  or  not.  The  im- 
perial title  in  gilt  letters  on  the  back  led  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  adopt  the 
latter  course  with  regard  to  it. — H.  L." 

[10.]  "The  botanist  brought  letters  and  a  lock  of  the  hair  of  the  son  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  "which  he  clandestinely  delivered  to  Napoleon's  valet- 
de-chambre.  It  was  the  clandestine  mode  in  which  the  thing  was  done  that 
excited  observation,  and  not  the  act  in  itself. — H.  L." 
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in  Europe  [11],  the  persons  who  interest  themselves  C07n„m- 
ing  him  will  send  the  funds  7iecessarij  fw  this  provision," 
Sfc.  ^c. 

"  That  the  letters  sent  by  General  Bonaparte,  or  persons  of  his  suite,  were 
read  by  subaltern  officers  ;  this  was  not  true." 

9.  This  was  not  true.  There  has  been  a  want  of  the  respect 
due  to  private  correspondence.  The  minister  himself  divulges 
this  secret  when  he  says  in  the  face  of  Europe  that  Prince 
Joseph  alone  has  written  to  the  Emperor ;  and  even  that 
was  not  true  [12]  ;  when  he  has  spoken  concerning  the  let- 
ters which  are  received  and  written  by  the  French  from  St 
Helena,  with  persons  who,  upon  their  arrival  there  have  con- 
versed with  the  authors  of  these  letters,  and  have  reminded 
them  of  the  contents.  The  Commandant  of  St.  Helena  has 
gone  still  farther  :  not  only  the  contents  of  the  letters  have 
been  the  subject  of  conversation  [13],  but  he  has  spoken  re- 
proachfully concerning  them  [14].  Count  Las  Cases,  having 
lived  ten  years  in  England,  was  a  warm  enthusiast  concern- 
ing the  liberality  of  the  English  laws;  he  believed  himself  to 
have  had  some  share  in  the  Emperor  Napoleon's  determina- 
tion to  go  on  board  the  Bellerophon,  and  this  reflection  was 
grievous  to  his  soul.  He  is  almost  blind  ;  his  son  is  attack- 
ed with  a  chronic  disorder;  he  consoled  himself  with  con- 
fiding his  sorrows  to  the  bosom  of  his  friend  Lady  Clavering, 
who  resides  in  London.  Three  or  four  successive  times,  and 
at  long  intervals,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  after  h.aving  read  them 
[15],  reproached  him  concerning  certain  expressions,  more  or 
less    animated,   which    they  might   contain.     The   ordinary 

[11.]  "  There  has  been,  so  far  as  has  come  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  knowl- 
edge, a  great  lukewarmness  on  the  part  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  relations 
and  friends  in  administering  to  any  wants,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  which 
he  may  have  been  supposed  to  be  suffering  under  at  St.  Helena.  The  Prin- 
cess Borghese  caused  some  wine  to  be  sent  to  him,  and  this  is  the  only  ar- 
ticle that  has  come  from  any  of  his  family  or  friends.  Wfiatever  hopes  may 
have  been  held  forth,  none  have  been.  To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  knowledge,  re- 
alized ;  and  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  with  his  followers,  might  have  been  starv- 
ing for  want,  but  for  the  liberality  with  which  the  British  Government  has 
provided  for  his  and  their  necessities. — H.  L." 

[12.]  "  At  the  time  Earl  Bathurst's  speech  was  made,  it  is  believed  only 
one  letter  had  been  received  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  that  from  Joseph 
Bonaparte  ;  but  about  that  time,  or  shortly  afterward,  he  received  letters 
^rom  his  mother,  sisters,  and  Cardinal  Fesch. — H.  L." 

[13  &  14.]  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  never  did  make  the  contents  of  the  letters 
a  subject  of  conversation  on  the  island.  Whoever  may  have  said  so  to  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  has  falsely  informed  him.  The  first  letter  received  for  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  which  was  an  open  one,  he  inclosed  tn  Count  Bertrand. 
The  8th  article  of  the  regulation,  letter  A,  shows  the  principle  upon  which 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  regulates  his  conduct  in  this  particular. — H.  L." 

[15.]  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  spoke  to  Count  Bertrand,  and  not  to  Count  Loa 
Cases,  about  one  letter  principally. — H.  L." 
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shrewdness  of  that  officer  is  to  be  recognized  in  the  turn 
which  he  appears  to  have  given  to  his  ministerial  corre- 
spondence. Indiscretions  in  certain  things  contained  in  the 
letters  have  heen  the  subject  of  conversation  [16]  in  this  lit- 
tle island.  It  is  true  that  some  articles  of  dress  having  been 
offered  to  Count  Las  Cases  he  refused  them,  not  because  he 
would  receive  nothing  from  the  British  Government,  but  that 
he  might  have  nothing  from  the  hand  which  offered  them, 
and  which  had  become  to  him  so  odious. 

"  Now  this  was  a  direct  falsehood,  for  whicli  there  was  not  the  smallest 
foundation."  (10.) 

10.  The  minister  indignantly  rejects  the  idea  that  letters 
arriving  at  St.  Helena  have  been  sent  back  to  London.  He  is 
in  the  right ;  but  he  is  indignant  at  the  execution  of  his  own 
instructions  :  they  are  positive.  "  No  letter  tliat  comes  to  St. 
Helena,  except  through  the  Secretar'tj  of  State,  must  be  com- 
municated to  the  General  or  his  attendants,  if  it  be  written 
by  a  person  7wt  residing  on  the  island,"  t^c.  The  Command- 
ant of  this  place  had  therefore  to  send  back  the  letters  which 
did  not  reach  him  by  that  channel,  and,  if  he  had  not  done  so, 
he  would  have  swerved  from  his  instructions.  It  is  but  a  few 
days  ago  that  he  forwarded  to  Count  Bertrand  a  chest  con- 
taining school-books,  and  some  articles  for  children,  which 
Lady  Holland  had  sent  for  the  Countess  Bertrand.  He  be- 
gan by  declaring  that  this  chest  had  been  addressed  to  him 
direct,  that  it  had  not  passed  through  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  but  that  he  should  however  transmit  it.  Were  it 
necessary  to  state  the  number  of  letters,  of  books,  or  other 
articles  which  have  not  been  transmitted,  by  reason  of  this 
part  of  the  instructions,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  case  occurs 
very  frequently.  It  is  also  true  that  sometimes,  as  in  the  in- 
stance here  mentioned,  the  Commandant  of  this  place  has 
taken  upon  himself  to  depart  from  them,  but  merely  accord- 
ing to  his  caprice  which  is  the  worst  of  all  [17]. 

**  No  answer  had  been  returned,  &c.  Indeed  in  the  voluminous  papers 
which  had  been  transmitted  from  St.  Helena,  nothing  was  more  pain- 
fully disgusting  than  the  utter  indifference  to  truth  shown  throughout." 

(11.) 

11.  The  speaker  says  here,  "  JSfo  ansiuer  had  heen  returned^^ 
to  the  letter  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.       Count  Montholon  an- 

[16.]  *'It  is  not  true  he  made  Count  Las  Cases'  letters  a  subject  of  con- 
versation in  the  island. — H.  L." 

[17.]  "This  is  the  kind  of  return  for  every  act  of  attention  that  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  shown,  when  refraining  from  what  might  perhaps  be  considered  as 
loo  rigorous  a  compliance  with  the  instructions.— H   L." 
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swered  it  by  the  annexed  letter  marked  C  [18],  which  is  a 
clear  and  positive  answer.  Might  it  not  then  be  said,  borrow- 
ing the  language  of  the  speech,  "  this  ivas  not  true?" 

"The  complaint  that  all  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  was  prevented 
was  untrue."  (12.) 

12.  Was  untrue.  Communication  with  the  inhabitants 
took  place  during  the  fii-st  nine  months,  but  since  the  restric- 
tions, of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  it  has  ceased  entirely.  The 
inhabitants  who  demanded  passes  were  subjected  to  two  very 
long  interrogatories  [19]  ;  the  one  to  ascertain  what  they  had 
to  do  at  Longwood,  the  other  to  ascertain  what  had  there 
been  said  and  done.  There  was  ever  an  objection  to  give 
these  passes  otherwise  than  for  a  single  fixed  day  ;  frequently 
they  were  refused.  There  is  no  society,  no  communication 
between  Longwood  and  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Helena. 

"  But  those  who  had  been  detected  in  attempting  to  approach  him  in  dis- 
guise or  in  false  characters."  (13.) 

13.  An  insidious  insinuation  I     There  was  not  one  [20]. 

*'  That  he  had  been  prevented  from  having  any  intercourse  with  the  officer 
of  the  garrison  :  there  was  no  foundation  for  this."    (14.) 

14.  Until  the  month  of  August,  the  officers  of  the  53d  daily 

formed  part  of  the  society  of  the  Countess  Bertrand  [21],  who, 

having  been  educated  in  England,  speaks  English.     But  since 

the  restrictions  which  began  to  be  in  force  in  August,  they 

have  been  seen  no  more,  for  the  same  reasons  which  prevented 

the  inhabitants  from  continuing  their  visits.     This  prohibition 

of  all  communication  is  necessary,  in  order  that  the  world 

may  not  have  the  means  of  knowing  the  criminal  conduct 

pursued  by  the  officer  appointed  to  guard  St.  Helena. 

*'  When  he  supposed  the  prohibition  which  he  so  much  lamented  to  have 
existed."   (15.) 

16.   The  first  proceedings  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  in  this  place 

[18.]  "This  letter  does  not  contain  a  clear  and  positive  answer.  {Vide 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  letter,  and  the  reply.)  The  letter  of  Count  Montholon, 
on  account  of  the  first  paragraph,  was  returned  to  the  writer  of  it  forthwith. 
— H.  L." 

[19.]  "  The  inhabitants  were  not  put  to  any  such  interrogatories  as  are 
here  stated.  If  they  asked  for  a  pass,  and  were  persons  of  a  respectable 
class,  it  was  given  to  them,  and  no  particular  interrogatory  made  either  be- 
fore or  after. — H.  L." 

[20.]  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  does  not  immediately  recollect  the  circumstance, 
to  which  this  observation  applies.     It  may  have  possibly  occurred  during  the  '■, 
time  of  Sir  George  Cockbum. — H.  L." 

[21.]  "  Before  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  arrival,  the  Count  and  Countess  Ber- 
trand lived  outside  the  precincts  of  Longwood.  When  they  became  estab- 
lished at  Longwood,  the  same  rules,  as  was  foreseen  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's 
predecessor,  applied  to  them  as  to  every  other  person  residing  there.  The 
regulations  of  the  19th  of  October  made  no  alteration  on  this  head. — H.  L." 
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were  insults.  A  short  time  after  his  arrival  he  endeavored 
to  induce  the  officers  and  domestics  of  the  suite  of  Napoleon 
to  abandon  him  [22].  He  wished  to  change  the  physician 
at  Longwood,  and  to  appoint  one  of  his  own  choice  [23].  At 
a  later  period  he  sent  away  part  of  the  French  domestics, 
hinting  [24]  at  an  intention  of  sending  them  all  away  in  suc- 
cession, and  of  allowing  no  domestics  at  Longwood  but  those 
of  his  own  choosing,  taken  from  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
island  or  the  soldiers  of  the  colonial  battalion.  In  the  month 
of  August  he  put  the  restrictions  in  force,  causing  them  to  be 
executed  clandestinely,  denying,  at  the  same  time,  that  he 
had  made  any  change  in  the  order  estabhshed  by  his  prede- 
cessor [26].  At  length,  in  the  month  of  October,  he  found 
himself  constrained  to  communicate  them  ;'  but,  persisting  in 
his  indirect  course,  he  did  not  acquaint  the  English  officers 
with  them,  ashamed  to  avow  such  sentiments  in  presence  of 
his  countrymen,  and  doubtless  fearing  that  they  themselves, 
at  the  sight  of  restrictions  so  senseless,  might  seek  to  discover 
what  could  be  their  secret  aim.  The  same  mystery  is  ob- 
served in  the  placing  of  sentinels  [26],  and  the  perpetual 
changing  of  orders ;  frequently  the  officers  do  not  receive  them 
direct,  and  learn  them  only  from  the  sergeants  ;  and  the  or- 
derly officer  at  Longwood,  being  not  always  apprised  of  them, 
can  not  caution  the  French,  who  are  thus  exposed  to  be  in- 
sulted by  the  sentinels.  One  of  these  strange  orders  was  to 
stop  every  suspicious  person.  Now,  whom  will  an  English 
soldier  sooner  suspect  than  a  Frenchman  ?  wherefore,  on 
several  occasions,  although  within  the  precincts,  Baron  Gour- 

[22.]  "  This  is  wholly  unfounded. — H.  L." 

[23.]  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wished  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  see  a  second 
medical  person,  but  never  proposed  or  suggested  his  dismissing  the  first  one. 
— H.  L." 

[24.]  "  He  sent  away  those  he  was  ordered  to  send  away,  but  he  never 
did  hint  any  intention  to  send  away  others. — H.  L." 

[25.]  *'  The  regulations  in  question  were  specifically  for  the  information 
of  the  persons  at  Longwood,  to  serve  for  their  guidance.  They  were  merely 
reducing  to  rule  (except  under  the  head  of  limits)  what  had  before  existed. 
The  general  principle  of  them  was  established  before  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's 
arrival,  by  the  proclamations  and  orders  of  his  predecessor.  The  proclama- 
tions and  general  orders  rendered  it  besides  unnecessary  to  make  any  spe- 
cific communication,  to  either  officers  or  inhabitants,  or  the  terms  of  a  regula- 
tion which  supposed  the  exercise  of  some  discretion  on  the  part  of  the  persons 
to  whom  it  was  addressed,  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  actual  and  direct 
interference  with  them.  Vide  again  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  replies  to  the  first 
remarks  on  those  regulations,  and  the  answer  in  note  2. — H.  L." 

[26.]  "  The  sentries  have  no  other  orders  than  what  they  receive  from 
their  officers,  vvho  are  always  funiished  with  written  ones. — H.  L." 


'  See  vol.  i.  pp.  283-285. 
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gaud  was  stopped  while  taking  his  walk.  Attempts  were 
made  to  raise  the  English  spirit  among  the  body  of  officers  of 
the  garrison,  and  to  rouse  all  that  might  remain  of  hatred 
against  their  former  enemy  :  contemptuous  expressions  with 
regard  to  the  English  soldiers  were  imputed  to  him  [27].  He 
thought  it  his  duty  to  send  for  the  orderly  officer  stationed  at 
Longwood,  Mr.  Poppleton,  as  first  Captain  of  the  53d  ;  he 
charged  him  to  tell  his  comrades  that  what  had  been  said 
to  them  was  a  calumny  ;  that  he  loved  brave  soldiers,  and 
that  he  was  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  that  regiment  [28].  This  officer's  answer  was  what, 
under  such  circumstances,  a  man  of  honor  would  make. 

"  On  this  irround,  therefore,  it  coulH  not  be  objected  that  there  was  an  un- 
reasonable degree  of  restraint."  (16.) 

16.  The  speaker  here  says,  "  That  range  teas  not  reduced 
tillit  had  heeri  found  that  he  had  abused  that  confidence  re- 
posed i?i  him  by  tampering  ivith  the  inhabitants''  How 
could  that  be  possible,  since  from  the  first  of  May,  1816,  Na- 
poleon has  not  been  on  horseback,  and  has  ceased  to  go  out 
of  doors  ?  [29.]  How  does  Lord  Bathurst  reconcile  this  asser- 
tion with  the  declaration  that  is  made  by  the  Commandant 
of  this  place  by  the  second  article  of  the  Restrictions  annexed, 

[27.]  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  never  heard  of  any  such  contemptuous  expres- 
sions, except  from  Count  Las  Cases,  who  said  to  an  English  officer  that '  the 
Emperor  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  a  red  coat.'  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  did  not 
believe  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  used  any  expression  to  justify  this  remark, 
but  ascribed  the  mention  of  them  to  Count  Las  Cases.  It  was  only  after 
Count  Las  Cases'  expressions  had  been  repeated  at  Longwood  these  remarks 
(applying  them  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe)  "were  made  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
and  an  attempt  used  to  ascribe  to  his  invention  an  observation  that  had  been 
made  by  one  of  his  followers. — H.  L." 

[28.]  "  The  circumstances  of  this  interview  with  Captain  Poppleton,  as 
related  by  himself,  are  as  follows.  [See  vol.  i.  p.  239.]  Only  three  days 
before  the  above  conversation  passed,  Count  Monthoion  had  addressed  a 
letter  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  protesting,  in  the  name  of  the  '  Emperor,^ 
against  any  officer  or  inhabitant  being  received  at  Longwood  who  could  only 
enter  with  a  pass  from  the  Governor.  The  message  attempted  to  be  con- 
veyed through  Captain  Poppleton  might  therefore  have  been  only  an  endeavor 
to  throw  upon  the  Governor  all  the  odium  of  a  restriction  which  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  had  just  placed  on  himself — H.  L." 

[29.]  "  Vide  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  reply  to  the  first  remarks  on  the  regula- 
tions of  9th  October.  Vide  also  the  remark  No.  2  in  these  replies,  as  to  the 
regulations  regarding,  in  their  operation,  the  followers  of  Napoleon  Bona* 
parte  more  than  himself.  It  is  they  who  are  employed  as  his  hands,  eyes, 
and  ears.  ISapoleon  Bonaparte  has  always  had  a  space  of  eight  miles  within 
which  be  might  take  exercise  uninterrupted,  four  miles  of  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  his  own  domain,  within  which  he  may  walk  or  ride  without  being 
seen  by  scarcely  any  person.  His  limits  are  now  twelve  miles,  and  on  giving 
an  hour's  previous  notice  they  are  extended  to  twenty  miles,  every  part  of 
which  (comprehending  all  the  finest  part  of  the  island)  he  may  exercise  in 
wholly  unaccompanied.  If  he  desires  to  go  farther,  the  presence  of  an  En- 
glish officer  is  the  only  obstacle  to  which  he  is  exposed. — H.  L." 
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which  prescribes  the  reduction  of  the  precincts,  and  which  he 
thus  accounts  for  :  "  The  road  to  tlic  left  of  Hutt's  Gate,  and 
returning  by  Woody  Ridge  to  Longwood,  never  having  been 
frequented  by  General  Bonajparte  since  the  Goveriwr^s 
arrival,  the  post  which  observed  it  tvill  for  the  greater  part 
be  ivithdraivn?"  &c.  How  does  he  reconcile  it  with  his  own 
declaration — "  and  if  iw  attempts  ivere  made  to  effect  that 
escape,  there  would  not  be  loanting  some  from,  false  inotives 
of  cmnpassion  to  reproach  him  for  tliose  restrictions  luhich 
had  jjrobably  prevented  these  attejnpts  from  being  made?" 
They  have  not,  then,  been  made.  What  a  contradiction  ! 
what  calumny  to  justify  a  culpable  conduct !  Besides,  the 
precincts  have  been  in  fact  annulled  by  the  following  articles 
of  the  Eestrictions.  Article  I.  "  Longu'ood,  ivith  the  road 
along  the  ridge  by  Hutt's  Gate  to  the  signal-gun  near  the 
alarm-lwuse,  will  be  established  as  the  limits  :  sentries  tvill 
designate  the  external  boundary."  Article  IV.  "  It  is  re- 
quested, therefore.  General  Bonaparte  icill  abstain  from 
entering  any  houses,  or  engaging  in  ccmversation  ivith  the 
persons  he  may  meet  (except  so  far  as  the  ordinary  saluta- 
tions of  politeness,  with  which  every  one  will  be  instructed  to 
treat  him,  may  appear  to  require),  unless  in  the  presence  of 
a  British  officer,"  &c.  It  is  evident  that  the  aim  of  these 
restrictions  was  to  tarnish  or  to  outrage  the  characters  of  the 
detained  persons,  and  to  give  occasion  for  quarrels  with  the 
sentries  [30].  The  Minister  says  the  limits  have  been  re- 
duced only  one-third  ;  they  are  reduced  to  a  road  12  feet 
wide  ;  they  are  virtually  annulled,  or  at  least  as  respects  the 
principal  personage  ;  since,  the  tendency  being  to  outrage 
him,  and  to  compromise  him  with  the  sentries,  he  has  been 
obliged  to  cease  going  out,  in  order  to  cut  short  such  pretexts, 
and  shelter  himself  from  all  these  insults.  The  end  will  be 
the  sooner  attained  !  !  ! 

"To  reproach  him  for  those  restrictions  which  had  probably  prevented 
those  attempts  from  being  made,"  &c.  (17.) 

17.  In  the  opinion  of  military  and  naval  men,  if  there  were 
not  any  land  guard  at  St.  Helena,  the  brigs  alone  which 
cruise  round  the  isle  might  suffice  to  render  all  egress  impos- 
sible, or,  in  other  words,  to  give  ninety-nine  chances  to  the 
keeper,  and  scarcely  one  to  the  prisoners.     But  the  chances 

[30.]  "  All  sentries  that  were  in  his  way  have  been  long  since  removed, 
and  they  never  had  any  orders  by  which  they  were  likely  to  interfere  with 
him,  even  should  he  attempt  to  pass  outside  his  limits,  the  orders  being  that 
the  sentry  is  to  acquaint  the  commander  of  the  post,  who  is  to  go  up  and  re- 
spectfully inform  him  of  it. — H.  L." 
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become  still  more  in  favor  of  the  keeper  if  lie  places  eight  or 
ten  infantry  posts  of  nine  men  each  on  the  promontories  ; 
thus,  through  the  intei-vention  of  the  existing  batteries,  the 
sentries  would  be  all  in  sight,  and  any  guard  in  the  interior 
of  the  isle  would  be  of  no  use. 

"And  it  was  not  the  custom  for  Lieutenant-Governors  to  choose  the  most 
unpleasant  and  unwholesome  places."  (18.) 

18.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  had  a  large  handsome  house 
in  town,  where  he  could  reside,  especially  in  winter ;  Count 
Montholon  thus  expresses  himself  respecting  Longwood  in 
the  letter  of  the  23d  of  August :— "  The  Emperor  has  been 
established  at  Longwood,  a  spot  exposed  to  all  witids,  a  bar- 
ren, uninhabited  tract,  destitute  of  water,  imsusceptible  of 
any  culture,  SfC.  The  house  at  Longivood  teas  built  to  serve 
as  a  barn  to  the  Cmnpany's  farm :  subsequently  the  Lieu- 
tenant- Governor  had  some  rooms  fitted  icp  there ;  it  was 
used  as  his  country-house,  but  it  was  in  no  ivise  suitable  for 
a  dwelling.  For  a  year  past,  men  have  been  constantly  at 
work  there,  and  the  Emperor  has  been  continually  enduring 
the  unwholesomeness  and  inconvejiience  of  a  house  in  a  state 
of  building.  The  room  in  which  he  sleeps  is  too  small  to 
hold  a  bed  of  ordinary  dimensimts  ;  but  any  neio  erection  at 
Longwood  would  only  prolcmg  the  inconvenience  occasioned 
by  the  workmen"  &o. 

"  So  many  alterations  were  made  at  Longwood  that  General  Bonaparte 
remained  in  that  room  three  months."  (19.) 

19.  This  is  adding  irony  to  the  worst  proceedings.  Napo- 
leon never  had  the  choice  of  his  establishment  at  St.  Helena  ; 
even  to  this  day  he  does  not  know  the  island.  The  Northum- 
berland anchored  in  the  road  of  James  Town  on  the  15th 
October,  1815  ;  there  was  an  eagerness  to  land  after  a  throe 
months'  voyage.  For  the  women  and  children  this  was  still 
more  necessary  ;  yet  the  Admiral  intimated  that,  according 
to  Lord  Batburst's  instructions,  the  French  were  to  remain  on 
board  until  their  establishments  were  prepared.  This  intelli- 
gence occasioned  consternation  even  to  the  ship's  company, 
who  were  to  remain  under  orders  during  that  time.  The 
Admiral  went  on  shore  24  hours  afterward  ;  he  said  that  the 
isle  was  wretched,  that  all  the  houses  he  had  seen  were  small 
cottages  having  only  two  rooms  ;  that,  according  to  the  in- 
formation he  had  collected,  there  was  nothing  suitable  in  the 
whole  island  except  three  houses,  the  choice  of  which  was 
forbidden  him  by  his  instructions  ;  the  castle  or  town  resi- 
dence of  the  Governor,  1he  town  house  of  the  Lieutenant- 
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Governor,  and  Plantation  House,  the  country-seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernor ;  the  two  former  because  they  were  in  town.  Why 
was  Plantation  House  excluded?  [31]  This  is  a  mystery 
which  can  only  he  explained  by  the  whole  of  the  measures  I 
rhe  Admiral  said  that,  being  thus  bound  by  his  instructions, 
he  had  chosen  Longwood ;  that  it  had  four  rooms,  and  that 
in  two  or  three  months  the  ship  carpenters  might  make  the 
necessary  additions  of  wood  ;  that  he  comprehended  all  that 
there  would  be  of  barbarity  in  the  execution  of  his  instructions 
in  leaving  the  French  on  board  for  three  months  longer  ;  that 
he  was  therefore  going  to  land  them  in  24  hours,  and  had  for 
this  purpose  engaged  a  furnished  hotel  near  the  castle.  This 
abode  was  doubtless  preferable  to  the  Northumberland,  but 
for  the  Emperor  it  was  insupportable.  He  occupied  a  small 
chamber  on  the  first-floor,  and  was  exposed  to  all  the  annoy- 
ance of  public  curiosity.  At  break  of  day,  he  mounted  on 
horseback  and  proceeded  to  Longwood.  Its  aspect  appeared 
to  him  frightful,  but  any  thing  was  preferable  to  the  town. 
It  was  his  wish,  therefore,  to  have  settled  there  immediately, 
even  under  a  tent.  On  his  return,  at  the  eminence  of  the 
Briars,  he  had  an  invincible  repugnance  to  re-entering  the 
furnished  hotel  in  the  town.  He  preferred  occupying  a  room, 
fifteen  feet  square,  in  the  cottage  of  the  Briars.  He  would 
have  preferred  the  hovel  of  a  Paria,  Since  the  French  were 
temporarily  placed  in  town,  they  might  have  been  placed 
there  conveniently,  if  they  had  been  all  lodged  in  the  castle, 
the  town  residence  of  the  Governor,  he  being  then  at  Planta- 
tion House.  That  residence,  having  spacious  apartments,  a 
court-yard,  and  a  terrace,  had  none  of  the  inconveniencies  of 
the  furnished  hotel. 

"That  he  was  unwilling  to  remove  from  Mr.  Balcombe's,  on  account  of 
the  facility  of  communication  with  the  town.*'  (20.) 

20.  An  odious  insinuation  I  A  stay  was  made  of  53  days 
at  the  Briars  ;  Longwood  was  inhabited  a  month  too  soon ; 
the  day  of  arriving  there  being  the  next  after  that  when  it 
had  been  painted  with  oil  paint  within  and  without.  For 
more  than  three  months  eighty  or  a  hundred  workmen  con- 
tinued to  encumber  the  vicinity  of  the  house,  and  to  occasion 
a  great  inconvenience. 

[31.]  "  Probably  because  it  was  the  Governor's  residence,  as  well  as  on 
account  of  the  grounds,  nurseries,  and  young  plantations,  which  are  of  great 
value  and  in  a  state  of  progressive  improvement,  and  might  be  much  affected 
by  a  change  of  its  possessor — at  least  such  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  mo- 
tives of  the  Court  of  Directors  in  giving  their  orclers  on  the  subject. — H.  L." 
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**  During  his  residence  there  he  "was  circumscribed  to  a  small  garden,  be- 
yond which  he  never  moved  without  a  guard :  he  did  not,  however,  at 
that  time  make  any  complaint."  (21.) 

21.  There  was  no  guard  at  the  Briars.  The  annexed,  mark- 
ed D,  is  the  complaint  addressed  on  the  24th  of  October,  1815, 
at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  first  ship  for  England. 

"  Orders  were  given  to  send  out  a  frame  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
house  for  General  Bonaparte."  (22.) 

22.  Seven  or  eight  store-ships  arrived  in  May  and  June, 
1816,  in  the  road  of  James  Town,  laden  with  materials  worth 
about  £60,000  sterling,  wood,  tiles,  &c.,  proper  for  building 
a  house.  At  a  later  period  the  store-ship  Adolphus  brought 
about  £16,000  or  £20,000  worth  of  iron  gratings.  The  car- 
riage of  these  materials  from  the  sea  up  to  the  mountain,  the 
purchase  of  land,  and  the  expen.ses  of  building,  have  been  esti- 
mated at  £60,000  sterling,  allotted  into  six  years  of  labor. 
Therefore,  a  sum  of  £180,000  sterling,  had  been  destined  by 
the  English  Government  for  providing,  in  the  course  of  six 
years,  a  dwelling  for  the  detained  persons.  [32]  In  consent- 
ing to  so  considerable  an  expense,  consequently,  the  Minister 
was  convinced  that  there  was  no  suitable  house  upon  this 
rock  but  that  of  Plantation  House  ;  in  this  case  why  did  he 
exclude  that  ?  The  pretext  that  it  can  not  be  guarded  with- 
out much  difficulty  is  ridiculous  and  untenable..  Plantation 
House  is  more  easily  to  be  guarded  than  Longwood  ;  the  rea- 
son of  this  singular  exclusion  is,  therefore,  a  mystery.  But 
did  there  not  exist  an  obligation  of  providing  an  abode  at  St. 
Helena  ?  Was  this  obligation  to  be  fulfilled  by  excluding  the 
three  only  houses  in  the  island  that  were  proper  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  by  sending  an  edifice  in  carmine  and  Indian  ink, 
with  building  materials,  and  an  assurance  that  there  would 
be  a  house  in  six  years  ?  Upon  the  most  frightful  spot  in  the 
world  all  necessary  measures  have  been  taken  to  render  una- 
vailable the  local  resources  of  this  poor  place.  The  establish- 
ment is  as  bad  as  possible.  How  can  it  be  conceived  that  all 
this  is  without  a  purpose  I 

"  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote  to  the  General,  whether  he  would  like  to  have 
a  new  house  erected,  or  addition  made  to  the  old  one  :  he  received  no 
answer."  (23.) 

23.  The  Commandant  of  this  place  wrote  on  the  7th  July, 
1816,  to  Count  Montholon  :  the  latter  replied  on  the  next  day, 
the  8th,  by  the  annexed  letter,  marked  E.^    An  answer  could 

[32.]  "  This  appears  all  extravagant  iiction. — H.  L." 


'  See  this  letter  in  vol.  i.  pp.  187, 188. 
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not  have  been  more  prompt  or  more  explicit.  He  says,  "  If 
you  have  instructions  to  build,  it  loould  be  'preferable  that 
this  should  be  done  in  the  cultivated  part  of  the  isle"  &c.  .  .  . 
"  The  idea  of  addiiig  wings  to  the  building  of  Longwood 
tvoidd  be  attended  ivith  every  kind  of  inconvenience,"  [33] 
&c. 

*'  While  be  knew  that  in  two  or  three  years,  either  the  administration  in 
this  country  would  be  overturned,  or  a  change  would  take  place  in  the 
Government  of  France,  and,  in  either  case,  he  should  be  released."  (24.) 

24.  This  is  not  true.  [34]  That  answer  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  mouth  of  an  insane  or  intoxicated  man.  Is 
that  the  supposition  that  is  wished  to  be  propagated  ?  Count 
Montholon's  letter  of  the  8th  July,  1816,  has  already  been 
cited.  After  that  letter  the  matter  [35]  was  no  longer  brought 
into  notice  ;  previous  to  it  the  question  was  concerning  this 
wooden  house.  The  Emperor  said  "  that  he  coidd  consider 
such  a  structure  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  mockery  ;  that, 
if  there  were  a  wish  to  furnish  him  ivith  an  abode,  that 
might  have  been  suitably  done  at  the  moment  of  his  arrival ; 
that,  moreover,  it  ivas  to  be  proved  by  calculatioti  that  six 
years  loould  be  required  fen'  the  carriage  of  the  materials  to 
the  eminence,  and  for  the  construction  of  the  house;  that  in 
six  years  it  was  very  evident  he  shoidd  have  no  need  of  it ; 
that  they  suffered  him  to  ivant  a  convenient  habitation 
(fliough  there  2vere  such  in  the  island)  lohile  he  needed  it, 
in  order  to  give  him  one  at  a  period  ivhen  he  shoidd  want 
only  a  grave;  that  all  this  bwe  upon  an  evil  thought !  '." 
These  remarks  of  the  Emperor  were  made  a  fortnight  or  a 
month  before  Count  Montholon's  letter,  annexed,  marked  E, 
which  will  be  evident  on  an  attentive  perusal  of  that  letter. 
This  is  important ;  and  it  was  not  without  design  that  the 
remarks  were  said  to  have  been  made  after  the  letter. 

"  With  all  that  could  be  considered  as  suitable  for  a  person  in  his  situa- 
tion." (25.) 

25.  The  first  instructions  of  the  Ministry  stated  that  treas- 
ure would  be  found  on  board  the  Bellerophon  ;  that  Admiral 
Cockburn  was  to  seize  it ;  that  it  was  to  be  placed  in  the 

[33.]  "  Vide  the  last  paragraph  of  Count  Montholon's  letter. — H.  L." 
[34.]  "  The  exact  expressions  used  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  taken  from  a 
memorandum  made  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  immediately  on  quitting  him,  were 
as  follows  :  '  En  deux  ans  il  y  aura  changement  de  ministere  en  Angleterre, 
ou  un  nouveau  Goiivemement  en  France,  et  je  ne  serai  plus  ici.' — H.  L." 

[35.]  "  Vide  memorandum  delivered  by  Lieut-Colonel  Wynyard  to  Count 
Bertrand,  referred  to  in  Sir  Hudson  Lowe'.s  dispatch  to  Earl  Bathurst  of  IGth 
February,  1817.— H.  L." 
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Bank  of  England,  and  that  the  interest  was  to  he  employed 
in  defraying  all  the  expenses  of  maintenance  at  St.  Helena. 
The  Admiral  ibund  no  treasure  ;  on  arriving  at  St.  Helena 
he  was  embarrassed  on  the  score  of  expense  ;  he  expressed 
some  concern  at  the  defect  of  his  instructions.  Yet  he  went 
beyond  them  :  nothing  was  asked  of  him  hy  the  French  ;  he 
arranged  matters  as  he  chose.  He  estimated  the  ordinary 
(annual)  expense  at  £18,000  sterling.  The  new  Command- 
ant valued  it  in  May,  1816,  at  £.19,000  sterling.  In  the 
July  following  he  received  fresh  orders ;  he  communicated 
them,  and  on  the  17th  of  August  he  wrote  the  annexed  let- 
ter, marked  F,  to  Count  Montholon,  and  thus  expressed  him- 
self: "  Havmg  uiecl  all  ejf'orts  to  effect  a  reduction  in  them'' 
(the  expeiises  of  the  establishment  at  Longvvood),  ■'  /  am  noiv 
enabled  to  tran&mit  to  you,  for  General  Bonaparte' &  inform- 
atio7i,  two  statements,  furnisiiing  sufficiently  precise  data, 
whereon  to  found  a  calculation  of  the  probahle  annual  ex- 
pense," &c.  ..."  The  instructio7is  I  have  received  from  the 
British  Govermnent  direct  me  to  limit  the  expenditure  of 
General  Bonaparte' s  establishment  to  £8000  jpcr  annum. 
They  give  the  liberty  at  the  same  time  to  admit  of  any  fur- 
ther expense  being  incurred  which  he  may  recpidre,  as  to 
table,  and  so  forth,  beyond  lohat  tliis  sum  would  coV'Cr,  pro- 
vided he  furnislied  the  funds  ivhereby  the  surplus  charges 
may  be  defrayed.  I  am  noio,  therefore,  under  the  necessity 
of  requesting  you  would  make  knoicn  to  him  the  impossi- 
bility I  am  under  of  bringing  the  expenses  of  his  liouselwld, 
on  its  present  establishment  in  point  of  numbers,  within  the 
limits  prescribed,  unless  I  make  such  a  reductio?i  under  sev- 
eral heads  as  might  7taturally  abridge  frorn  conveniences 

whidi  the  persons  around  himnoiv  enjoy,"  &c "  I  beg 

leave  to  request  being  informed,  previous  to  attempting  any 
further  considerable  reduction,  ivhich  inight  prove  incon- 
venient  to  him,  or  to  the  persons  of  his  suite,  if  he  is  C07itent 
such  an  attempt  siwidd  be  made,  or  if  he  is  willing  to  place 
at  my  command  sufficient  funds  to  meet  the  extra  charges 
ivhich  must  otherivise  be  unavoidably  incurred,"  &c.  By  the 
statements  which  he  annexed  to  the  letter,  that  officer  proved 
that  £19,000  sterling  would  he  required  to  meet  all  expenses  ; 
that  upon  this  sum  £5500  sterling  were  a  fixed  charge  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  buildings,  which  are  in  very  bad  repair, 
for  the  wages  of  the  purveyor,  for  conveyance  from  the  town 
to  the  mountain,  for  the  table  of  the  officers  on  guard,  and  for 
the  stables  ;  that  there  remain  then  £1.3,500  sterling,  which, 
Vol.  II.— S 
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divided  among  39  individuals  who  composed  the  household 
at  Longwood,  would  be  14s.  a  head  per  diem,  which,  in  this 
country,  where  the  prices  are  four  times  those  of  London,  are 
equal  to  3s.  6d.,  for  the  supply  of  all  wants,  lighting,  firing, 
table,  and  other  household  purposes.  To  this  demand  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  an  answer  was  given  in  the  postscript  of  the 
letter  of  the  23d  August,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  letter 
of  the  9th  of  September,  already  quoted,  marked  B  and  C. 
These  answers  are  explicit.  Things  were  very  bad  even 
when  the  officer  appointed  to  guard  St.  Helena  had  a  credit 
of  £20,000  sterling  ;  but  when  he  had  no  more  than  ,£8000, 
in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  Lord  Bathurst,  there  did  not 
remain  what  was  physically  necessary.  From  this  sum  of 
£8000  sterling  must  be  taken  £5500  for  fixed  expenses  ;  [36] 
there  remained  then  £2600  sterling  for  housekeeping,  or  lOd. 
a  day  to  each  man  ;  this  is  a  soldier's  pay.  [37]  Even  the 
necessary  supply  of  bread  was  discontinued.  The  house- 
steward  caused  the  plate  to  be  cut  up  on  the  20th  October, 
and  sold  952  ounces  of  it;  on  the  9th  November,  1227 
ounces  ;  and  on  the  30th  December,  2048  ;  and  by  these 
means  effected  the  requisite  supplies.  The  Governor  ap- 
pointed the  banker  who  was  to  purchase  this  silver,  and 
fixed  the  rate  at  5s.  the  ounce.  [38]  The  resource  of  silver 
is  exhausted  :  at  present,  on  the  1st  of  June,  the  means  of 
subsistence  arise  from  thirteen  bills  of  exchange,  of  £300 

[36.]  "  The  expenses  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  establishment  never  were 
reduced  to  X8000  a  year.  They  always  exceeded  £12,000,  exclusive  of  the 
pay  of  the  purveyor,  and  various  items  which  fell  under  the  general  account 
of  the  island.  It  is  liere  to  be  remarked,  and  it  is  of  consequence  it  should  be 
known,  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  own  wants  are  very  limited.  The  great 
cause  of  expense  at  Longwood  are  the  families  of  Counts  Bertrand  and  Mons- 
tholon,  who  do  not  live  with  him,  but  keep  separate  houses  and  separate 
tables.  About  two-thirds  of  the  expense  are  incurred  on  their  account.  It  is 
in  Europe,  and  not  at  St.  Helena,  complaints  aViout  provisions  are  principally 
made. — H.  L." 

[37.]  *'  The  purveyor's  accounts  show  the  articles  furnished.  The  average 
quantity  of  bread,  on  the  general  aggregate  of  the  whole  establishment,  was 
never  so  little  as  l^lb.  per  diem  for  each  person,  including  domestics  and 
children ;  and  on  a  remark  of  the  maitre-d'hotel  this  quanlily  was  instantly 
augmented  to  2  lbs." 

[38.]  "  Thu  price  of  the  plate  was  not  fixed  by  the  Governor.  It  was  regu- 
lated by  the  price  current  of  silver  in  England,  on  an  iigreement  between 
Count  Bertrand  and  the  purveyor,  Mr.  Balcombe.  The  following  is  the  ac- 
count of  a  person  [O'Meara]  who  had  full  opportunities  of  knowing  the  springs 
of  action  at  Longwood,  in  a  note  to  an  officer  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  staff. 
'  They  have  taken  out  the  eagles  and  beaten  up  into  a  mass  a  portion  of  the 
plate,  openly  and  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  selling  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  money  in  order  to  cover  expenses  incurred  over  and  above  the  Gov- 
ernment allowance.  The  object  they  have  in  view  in  this  is  very  evident, 
and  does  not  require  me  to  point  it  out  to  you.' — H.  L." 
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sterling  each,  payable  monthl)',  for  effects  which  Count  Las 
Oases  had  in  London  at  his  own  disposal,  which  he  offered 
and  lent  in  January,  1817.  The  question  here  is  very  sim- 
ple ;  either  the  English  Government  are  obliged  to  furnish 
the  supplies  that  are  wanted,  and  these  w-ants  have  been 
determined  by  the  offScers  on  a  principle  of  strict  necessity, 
and  on  a  parsimonious  scale ;  or,  if  they  do  not  conceive  them- 
selves so  obliged,  let  them  allow  a  correspondence  with  Eu- 
rope, as  was  said  in  the  postscript  of  the  letter  of  the  23d 
August,  and  let  them  permit  ships  to  be  sent  to  procure  what 
is  wanting.  This  place  affords  nothing,  not  even  wood  ;  the 
very  fuel  is  sent  from  England,  and  the  meat  from  Africa. 
But  to  be  unwilling  to  furnish  what  is  necessary,  and  not  to 
allow  it  to  be  procured,  is  the  heiglit  of  injustice  and  tyranny. 
It  is  making  a  sport  of  obligations  and  of  all  duties  I  It  is 
affording  a  surmi,se  of  what  thoughts  are  entertained  I  They 
had  better  be  openly  avowed. 

"  If  he  thought  any  additional  luxurj'  necessary  beyond  what  could  be  pro 
vided  for  the  sum  fixed  in  this  country,  his  Majesty's  ministers  were  in- 
clined to  allow  it."  (26.) 

26.  See  the  paragi'aph  above  quoted  of  the  letter  of  the 
Commandant  of  this  place,  "The  instructions  I  have  re- 
ceived." &c. 

"  And  he  assured  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  that  he  might  advance  the  money  with 
safety,  because  he  had  no  doubt  that  his  draft  would  be  accepted."  (27.) 

27.  A  fable  to  screen  a  most  shameful  proceeding  I  Hav- 
ing no  banker,  no  offer  could  ever  have  been  made  to  draw 
bills  of  exchange  ;  and  it  has  been  positively  declared  in  the 
letter  of  the  23d  of  August  that  there  existed  a  complete  igno- 
rance as  to  what  is  passing  in  Europe ;  and  it  is  upon  similar 
conceptions  or  pretexts  that  existing  treaties  were  violated,  in 
not  paying  the  two  millions  of  francs,  according  to  engage- 
ment, for  meeting  the  expenses  of  the  administration  of  the 
guard  of  the  isle  of  Elba,  a  want  of  good  faith  which  was  at 
first  laughed  at,  and  which  was  disavowed  after  the  event  of 
the  20th  March,  1815.  But  of  what  use  is  this  discussion  ? 
To  prove  that  engagements  that  have  been  entered  into  ought 
not  to  be  fulfilled,  or  that  they  ought  to  be  but  imperfectly 
discharged,  as  they  have  been.  Napoleon  has  had  under  his 
orders  chests  kept  by  Lords  of  the  Treasury  at  Paris,  Amster- 
dam, Milan  ;  but  he  never  had  a  banker. 

"In  stating  this,  he  did  not  mean  to  say  this,  because  General  Bonaparte 
possessed  funds,  and  even  large  funds."  (28.) 

28.  Yes  ;  such  as  the  treasures  of  the  Bellerophon  ! 
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"  To  come  out  of  the  funds  and  large  funds  at  his  own  disposal."  (29.) 

29.  But  do  you  wish  to  ascertain  the  treasures,  which  are 
even  very  considerable,  of  Napoleon  ?  they  are  in  open  day- 
light ;  they  are  the  fine  basin  of  Antwerp,  that  of  Flushing, 
capable  of  containing  the  most  numerous  naval  squadrons, 
and  of  sheltering  them  from  the  ice  and  the  sea  ;  they  are 
the  hydraulic  works  of  Dunkirk,  of  Havre,  and  of  Nice  ;  the 
gigantic  basin  of  Cherbourg,  the  maritime  works  of  Venice, 
the  fine  roads  from  W^esel  to  Hamburg,  from  Antwerp  to  Am- 
sterdam, from  Mayence  to  M-jtz,  from  Bordeaux  to  Bayonne : 
ihe  causeways  of  the  Simplon,  of  Mount  Cenis,  of  Mount 
Genevre,  of  the  Corniche,  which  open  the  Alps  in  four  direc- 
tions (there  alone  you  will  find  more  than  eighty  millions) : 
causeways  which  surpass  in  boldness,  in  grandeur,  and  in 
labor  of  art,  all  the  works  of  the  Romans  1  The  roads  from 
the  Pyrenees  to  the  Alps,  from  Parma  to  Spezzia,  from  Savona 
into  Piedmont;  the  bridges  of  Jena,  of  Austerlitz,  of  the  Arts, 
of  Sevres,  of  Tours,  of  Rouane,  of  Lyons,  of  Turin,  of  the  Isere, 
of  the  Dura»ce,  of  Bordeaux,  of  Rouen,  &c.  The  canal  which, 
by  the  Doubs,  joins  the  Rhine  to  the  Rhone,  connecting  the 
seas  of  Holland  with  the  Mediterranean ;  that  which  joins  the 
Scheldt  to  the  Somme,  connecting  Amsterdam  with  Paris  ; 
that  which  joins  the  Ranee  to  the  Vilaine  ;  the  canal  of 
Aries ;  that  of  Pavia ;  that  of  the  Rhine  ;  the  drainage  of 
the  marshes  of  Begouin  ;  of  the  Cotentin,  of  Rochefort ;  the 
rebuilding  of  most  of  the  churches  demolished  during  the  re- 
volution ;  the  building  of  many  new  ones  ;  the  building  of  a 
great  number  of  houses  of  industry,  for  the  extirpation  of  men- 
dicity ;  the  construction  of  the  Louvre,  of  public  granaries,  of 
the  Exchange,  of  the  canal  of  Ourcq,  the  distribution  of  its 
waters  in  the  city  of  Paris  ;  the  drains  and  sewers,  the  quays, 
the  embellishments  and  the  monuments  of  that  great  capital. 
The  labors  of  embellishment  carried  on  at  Rome  ;  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  Lyons  and  its  manufactures  ;  the  creation  of 
several  hundred  cotton  manufactories,  both  for  spinning  and 
weaving,  in  which  several  millions  of  hands  are  employed. 
The  funds  vested  for  creating  more  than  400  manufactories 
of  sugar  from  beet-root,  for  the  consumption  of  a  part  of 
France,  and  which,  encouraged  for  four  years,  would  have 
sufficed  for  the  consumption  of  the  empire,  affording  sugar  at 
the  price  of  that  of  the  Indies.  The  encouragement  given  to 
the  establishments  for  separating  the  fa;cu];e  of  the  woad- 
plant,  and  for  extracting  from  them  an  indigo  as  cheap  and 
as  perfect  as  that  of  the  colonies.      The  numbers  of  manufac- 
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tures  of  objects  of  art,  &c.  Fifty  milliorii;  employed  in  repair- 
ing the  palaces  of  the  crown  and  embellishing  them  ;  sixty 
millions  of  value  in  furniture,  placed  in  the  palaces  of  the 
crown  of  France,  of  Holland,  of  Turin,  of  Rome  ;  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  crown  diamonds,  all  purchased  with  the  money  of  Na- 
poleon ;  the  Regent  diamond  alone  existing  of  the  ancient 
crown  of  France,  and  even  that  he  had  redeemed  from  the 
Jews  of  Berlin,  to  whom  it  was  pledged  for  three  millions. 
The  Museum  Napoleon,  estimated  at  more  than  four  hundred 
millions,  and  containing  only  objects  legitimately  acquired  by 
purchase,  or  by  the  conditions  of  public  treaties  of  peace,  and 
which  were  commuted  for  cession  of  territory,  or  for  contribu- 
tions. Several  millions  vested  for  the  encouragement  of  agri- 
culture, that  primary  interest  of  France  ;  the  institution  of 
horse-races;  the  introduction  of  merinos,  &c.  All  this  forms 
a  treasure  of  several  milliars,  which  will  exist  for  ages,  and 
will  remain  for  the  confounding  of  calumny  !  History  will 
say  that  it  was  amidst  great  wars,  without  any  loans,  and  on 
the  other  hand  with  a  diminution  of  the  public  debt,  reducing 
the  revenue  to  less  than  fifty  millions,  that  all  this  was  done. 
Very  considerable  sums  still  existed  in  his  private  treasure, 
and  these  were  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  treaty  of  Fontaine- 
bleau,  as  savings  effected  on  the  civil  list  and  other  private 
revenues  ;  these  were  shared,  and  did  not  go  wholly  into  the 
public  treasures,  nor  whoU)'  into  that  of  France  !  1  ! 

"  To  eTery  complaint  proceeding  from  them,  there  would  be  no  end  of  their 
complaining."  (30.) 

30.  There  is  a  want  of  every  thing  at  St.  Helena.  (I.) 
Lord  Bathurst's  calculations  on  this  subject  are  erroneous. 
The  speaker  is  pleased  to  agitate  in  public  certain  matters 
which  have  in  their  nature  something  mean,  and  tending  to 
the  ridiculous.     What  a  contemptuous  expression  in  the  tone 

Note  dictated  by  Napoleon. — (I.)  One  word  here.  [39.]  The  Emperor 
has  not  eaten  bread  for  several  months,  on  account  of  the  bad  quality  of  the 
flour.  Whatever  is  sent  to  this  place  is  the  refuse  of  the  magazines  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  if  there  had  been  sent  from  London,  expressly  for  Longwood,  what 
is  necessary  for  a  house,  not  of  a  prince,  but  of  a  private  individual  who  has 
an  income  of  £5000  sterling  a  year  at  Paris,  this  supply  would  have  cost  the 
English  treasury,  not  merely  £8000,  but  £80,000  sterlmg.  The  English  Min- 
istry therefore  do  but  very  inadequately  fulfill  their  obligations. 


[39.]  Note  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. — The  East  India  Company  can  best 
answer  this  remark.  The  flour  has  been  sometimes  not  so  good  as  at  others, 
but  every  possible  pains  have  been  taken  to  procure  it  always  of  the  best 
quality  for  Longwood  ;  and  the  numerous  passengers  that  have  gone  by  this 
island  can  best  say  whether  the  bread  of  St.  Helena  is  of  such  bad  quality  or 
not. 
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and  general  manner  of  the  hon.  Minister  I  This  is  observable 
also  in  the  part  of  his  correspondence  of  which  a  communica- 
tion has  been  received.  In  fifteen  or  twenty  generations,  on 
reading  the  speech  and  the  orders  of  Lord  Bathurst,  his  de- 
scendants will  disown  being  of  the  same  bJood  with  him,  who, 
by  a  mixture  of  savage  hatred  and  ridiculous  pusillanimity, 
tarnished  the  moral  character  of  the  English  people  at  a  time 
when  their  triumphant  flag  covered  the  globe. 

The  Minister's  speech,  therefore,  contains  twenty  erroneous 
assertions,  to  each  of  which  might  be  applied  the  favorite  for- 
mula of  'was  7iot  true.  This  aflbrds  a  presumption  that  the 
author  made  it  on  false  information ;  that  he  is  deceived  by  a 
faithless  mandataiy,  and  that  he  is  kept  in  the  dark  as  to 
what  is  passing  on  this  rock.  Count  Montholon  preferred  no 
complaint  on  these  points,  namely,  1st,  that  open  letter's 
could  not  be  sent  to  relatives  ;  2d,  that  open  letters  could 
not  be  received;  3d,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  write  to  cue's 
banker. 

It  has  been  proved,  4thly,  that  the  Minister  gave  orders 
to  deteriorate  the  situation  of  the  detained  persons  ;  and  to 
this  effect  have  been  mentioned  the  departure  of  three  French 
domestics,  sent  away  by  his  orders,  and  the  improper  letter, 
of  which  no  copy  was  allowed  to  be  left.  5th.  That  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  has  instructions  quite  different  from  those  of 
his  predecessor,  which  is  testified  by  his  own  assertion,  pub- 
licly repeated.  6th.  That  he  has  made  restrictions,  and 
those  of  the  most  foolish  kind,  if  they  do  not  involve  a  crim- 
inal thought  I  In  support  of  this  evidence,  has  been  pro- 
duced the  document  marked  A,  which  seems  to  be  unknown 
to  the  Minister.  7th.  That  Count  Montholon  answered  the 
demand  for  explanation  made  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  that 
part  of  his  dispatch  of  the  23d  August  which  treats  of  letters 
brought  to  this  place  and  sent  back  to  England  because  they 
had  not  arrived  through  the  channel  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  oflSce;  and  in  support  has  been  adduced  the  document 
marked  C,  containing  that  answer,  of  which  the  Minister 
appears  to  have  no  knowledge.  8th.  That  Count  Montholon 
replied  to  the  offer  of  the  wooden  house  in  24  hours  after  the 
receipt  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  letter  on  the  subject  ;  and  in 
support  of  this  is  annexed  the  document  D,  containing  that 
answer,  of  which  the  Minister  seems  to  have  no  knowledge  : 
subsequently  that  house  has  been  out  of  the  question.  9th. 
That  the  respect  due  to  a  private  correspondence  has  not  been 
observed.     10.  That  all  communication  is  prevented  with  the 
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inhabitants.  1 1th.  That  all  communication  with  the  officers  is 
prevented.  12th.  That  no  proposal  has  been  made  to  draw 
bills  of  exchange  on  a  baiiker  ;  it  is  a  fable.  13th.  That 
there  was  never  a  change  of  opinion  respecting  the  incon- 
venience of  the  house  of  Longwood.  14th.  That  Plantation 
House  is  more  easily  to  be  guarded  than  any  other  place  in 
the  island,  loth.  That  the  wants  of  the  establishment  at 
Longwood  have  not  been  supplied  ;  the  estimates  attempted 
to  be  made  on  this  subject  are  erroneous.  16th.  That  no  cor- 
respondence has  been  attempted,  nor  can  any  be  established 
by  means  of  the  journals,  in  a  country  so  remote  as  this,  and 
where  there  is  no  printing. 

It  has  been  proved  that  this  speech  gives  currency  to  four 
insidious  calumnies,  viz.  :  17th.  That  there  was  a  wish  to 
prolong  the  stay  at  the  Briars,  Ofi  account  of  the  facility  of 
communication  with  tlie  town.  18th.  Tliat  men  have  been 
discovered  attempting  to  approach  in  disguise,  and  with 
false  cJiaracters.  19th.  That  the  precincts  were  narrowed, 
because  attempts  had  been  made  to  seduce  the  inhabitants 
and  the  soldiers.  20th.  That  it  ivas  said  he  knetv  that  in 
two  or  three  years  the  English  Administratio?i  would  be 
overthrown,  or  that  changes  would  take  2>lace  in  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  and  that  in  eitlier  case  lie  ivould  be  at 
liberty. 

Another  Minister,  at  a  meeting  in  Ireland  (according  to  the 
journals),  stated  that  Napoleon  has  declared  at  St.  Helena 
that  he  had  never  made  peace  with  England  but  to  deceive 
her,  to  surprise  her,  and  to  destroy  her.  These  calumnies 
against  a  man  whom  they  are  oppressing  with  so  much  bar- 
barity that  they  hold  him  by  the  throat  to  prevent  him  from 
speaking,  will  be  reprobated  by  every  well-born  man  who  has 
a  heart. 

The  same  Minister  said  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
session  of  1816,  that  if  the  French  army  was  attached  to  the 
Emperor,  it  was  because  he  gave  in  marriage  the  daughters 
of  the  richest  families  in  his  empire  to  his  soldiers.  He  would 
find  it  difficult  to  cite  a  single  example.  But  they  have  a 
right  to  say  what  they  will  concerning  the  time  when  Napo- 
leon was  placed  on  the  first  throne  in  the  world  :  all  his  con- 
duct was  public  ;  it  belongs  to  the  province  of  opinion  and 
of  history.  Thousands  of  libels  have  appeared,  and  do  ap- 
pear daily  ;  they  are  of  no  effect :  sixty  millions  of  men,  of 
the  most  polished  countries  in  the  universe,  raise  their  voice 
to  confound  them  ;  and  fifty  thousand  English,  who  are  now 
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traversing  the  continent,  will  carry  home  opinion  and  truth 
to  the  people  of  the  three  kingdoms,  who  will  blush  at  having 
been  so  grossly  deceived  I 

It  has  been  proved  that  the  hill  of  the  1 1th  of  April  is  an 
act  of  proscription,  like  those  of  Sylla  ;  that  it  lays  hands  on 
a  prince,  the  illustrious  guest  of  England,  in  order  to  give 
him  up  to  the  discretion  of  the  Government,  without  aflbrd- 
ing  him  any  legislative  guarantee  ;  and  there  can  be  no  pris- 
oners of  war  in  the  time  of  peace  ;  that  the  Government  has 
violated  the  bill,  even  in  delegating  the  right  of  making  re- 
strictions to  one  of  its  Ministers,  a  right  with  which  it  alone 
is  invested  ;  that  that  Minister  has  violated  it  by  delegating 
to  an  individual  officer  a  power  which  the  bill  granted  only 
to  the  Government ;  that  the  choice  of  the  frightful  rock  of 
St.  Helena,  that  of  Longwood  also  ;  the  privation  of  all  that 
is  necessary  to  life,  moral  as  well  as  physical ;  the  restrictions 
of  Lord  Bathurst ;  the  character  of  the  man  appointed  to 
guard  St.  Helena  ;  the  restrictions  which  he  has  made  and 
re-made ;  his  conduct,  at  once  insidious,  ignoble,  and  violent ; 
that  all,  in  short,  is  co-ordained  to  make  this  great  man  per- 
ish in  the  torments  of  an  agony  sufficiently  long  to  cause  his 
death  to  appear  natural.  This  conduct  violates  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  and  the  rights  of  man  even  in  the  savage 
state.  How  much  more  frank  would  the  English  Govern- 
ment have  been  if  they  had  ordered  to  be  severed,,  at  one 
blow,  the  head  of  this  illustrious  enemy  I  A  speedy  and  san- 
guinary death  would  have  been  more  humane,  and  the  En- 
glish character  would  have  been  less  stained  with  it. 

The  Romans  pursued  Hannibal  to  the  farther  end  of  Bi- 
thynia;  Flaminius  obtained  from  King  Prusias  the  death  of 
that  great  man.  But  even  at  Pi,ome,  Flaminius  was  accused 
of  having  acted  thus  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  private  hatred. 
In  vain  did  he  allege  that  Hannibal,  still  in  the  vigor  of  his 
age,  might  be  dangerous  ;  that  his  destruction  was  useful.  A 
thousand  voices  answered,  that  what  is  unjust  and  ungener- 
ous can  never  be  advantageous  to  a  great  nation  ;  that  such 
pleas  would  justify  assassination,  poison,  and  every  crime  ! 
Succeeding  generations  reproached  this  cowardice  in  their  an- 
cestors ;  they  would  willingly  have  effaced  such  a  stain  from 
their  history.  Since  the  revival  of  letters  among  modern  na- 
tions not  a  generation  has  ariseu  which  has  not  concurred  in 
the  imprecations  which  Hannibal,  when  about  to  swallow  the 
hemlock,  pronounced  against  Rome,  who,  at  a  time  when  her 
fleets  and  legions  covered  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  wreaked 
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her  wrath  on  a  single  unarmed  man,  whom  she  dreaded  or 
pretended  to  dread.  But  the  Romans  never  violat^  hos- 
pitality. Sylla  found  refuge  in  the  house  of  Marius.  Fla- 
minius,  hefore  he  proscribed  Hannibal,  did  not  receive  him  on 
board  his  ship  ;  (II.)  he  did  not  declare  to  him  that  he  had 
orders  to  bid  him  welcome  ;  the  Roman  fleet  did  not  carry 
him  to  the  port  of  Ostia,  paying  him  all  the  honors  due  to  his 
rank.  Far  from  having  recourse  to  the  protection  of  the  Ro- 
man laws,  Hannibal  chose  to  trust  himself  with  the  kings  of 
Asia.  When  he  was  proscribed  he  was  not  reposing  under 
the  Roman  standards  ;  he  was  under  the  insignia  of  kings 
hostile  to  the  Roman  people.  When,  in  the  revolutions  of 
ages,  a  king  of  England  shall  be  brought  before  the  dread  tri- 
bunal of  the  nation,  his  defenders  will  insist  on  the  august 
character  of  the  king,  the  respect  due  to  the  throne,  to  every 
crowned  head,  to  the  anointed  of  the  Lord.  But  will  not  his 
adversaries  be  able  to  answer — one  of  his  ancestors  proscribed 
his  guest  in  time  of  peace  ;  not  daring  to  put  him  to  death  in 
the  presence  of  a  people  who  had  fixed  laws  and  public  forms, 
he  caused  his  victim  to  be  exposed  on  the  most  unwholesome 
part  of  a  rock  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean,  in  another 
hemisphere  :  this  man  perished  there,  after  a  painful  agony, 
tormented  by  the  climate,  by  want,  by  outrages  of  all  kinds  ? 
Well !  this  man  was  also  a  great  sovereign,  raised  on  the 
buckler  of  thirty-six  millions  of  citizens,  who  was  master  of 
almost  all  the  capitals  of  Europe,  who  saw  at  his  court  the 
greatest  kings.  He  was  generous  toward  all ;  he  was  for 
twenty  years  the  arbiter  of  nations  ;  his  family  was  allied  to 
all  the  sovereign  families,  even  to  that  of  England  ;  he  was 
twice  the  anointed  of  the  Lord,  twice  consecrated  by  rehgion  !  I 
(III.,  IV.) 

(II.)  When  the  Emperor  quitted  the  Bellerophon,  on  the  8th  August,  tlie 
officers  and  ship's  company  were  in  consternation  :  they  felt  implicated  in  the 
shame  and  the  injustice  of  such  a  procedure.  Napoleon  traversed  the  deck 
to  descend  into  the  sloop,  with  calmness,  and  with  a  smile  upon  his  lips,  hav- 
ing at  his  side  Admiral  Keith.  He  stopped  before  Captain  Maitland  ;  charged 
him  to  testify  his  satisfaction  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Bellerophon; 
and,  seeing  him  extremely  grieved,  said  to  him  by  way  of  consolation,  "  Pos- 
terity can  not,  in  any  way,  accv.se  you  for  what  is  taking  place:  you  have  been 
deceived,  as  well  as  myseif.^*  Napoleon  enjoyed,  during  twenty-four  days,  the 
protection  of  the  British  flag ;  he  sojourned  in  the  inner  roads  of  Torbay  and 
Plymouth  ;  and  it  was  not  until  after  that  lapse  of  lime,  on  the  7th  of  August, 
when  passing  on  board  the  Northumberland,  that  Admiral  Keith  disarmed 
the  French  ;  the  delivering  up  of  arms  being  one  of  the  characteristics  of  pris- 
oners of  war.  In  form  of  procedure,  the  arms  of  the  Emperor  were  not  de- 
manded. _      ,  „    ,         ,  , 

(III.)  The  observations  on  Lord  Bathurst's  speech  were  written  in  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  lfil7.     Four  months  have  elapsed  since  that  period.    The 
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No.   68. 

The  following  Return  contains  a  list  of  the  whole  establish- 
ment at  Longwood  in  April,  1817  : 

NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE. 

General  Bertkand,  Lady,  and  four  children  (three  male  and  one 

female). 
Geneeal  Count  Montholon,  Lady,  and  two  children  (one  male 

and  one  female). 
General  Gourgaud. 
French  Attendants — 

M.  Marchand,  first  valet-de-chambre. 
*'    St.  Denis,  ditto. 

"    Noverraz,  ditto. 

'*    Cipriani,  maitre-d'hotel. 
"    Le  Page,  first  cook. 
*'    Pierron,  confectioner. 
French  Domestics — 

Archambaud,  gi-oom. 
Gentilini,  valet. 
Jeannette,  French  female  cook. 

Bernard,  wife,  and  son ;  French  servants  to  General  Bertrand. 
Josephine,  French  female  servant  to  General  Montholon. 
Jeremiah  Low,  English  boy. 
Soldier  Servants — 

Charles  Henley,  footman. 

P.  Elwell,  confectioner's  assistant. 

W.  Hall,  ) 

R.  Eyles,  >  Stable-men. 

Richard  Mayben,  j 

T.  Clarke,  General  Montholon's  servant. 

Cr.  Frith,  General  Gourgaud's  ditto. 

-  -  Williams,  stable. 
-'  Bradley  (66th  Regt.),  cook  to  General  Bertrand. 

—  White,  servant  to  General  Montholon  (St.  Helena  Regt.) 

bad  proceedings  of  the  Commandant  of  the  place  have  gone  on  augmenting. 
The  detail  of  them  would  be  very  long,  and  would  exceed  the  limits  of  a  note. 
It  would  make  known  some  extraordinary  things,  certainly  unexampled  in 
history.— Oc^  l5^  1817. 

(IV.)  In  the  latter  end  of  September,  a  banker  [40]  having  some  accounts 
to  settle  with  Count  Bertrand,  repaired  to  Longwood.  He  was  shocked  at 
the  bad  state  of  the  Emperor's  health.  "  It  is  true^'^  said  the  latter,  "  7»y  legs 
swell,  and  the  scurvy  is  in  viy  gums.  They  are  assassinating  me,  even  in  viola- 
ting their  Bill  in  Parliaments^  This  merchant  hastened,  it  appears,  to  report 
to  the  Commandant  of  the  place  what  he  had  seen.  The  latter  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  go  next  day  (Sunday)  to  the  house  of  Count  Bertrand,  to  ask  him 
earnestly  why  the  Emperor  did  not  get  on  horseback  and  take  exercise. 
Count  Bertrand,  in  consequence,  wrote  to  him  the  annexed  letter,  marked 
B..—Oct.  1st,  1817. 

[40,]  "  The  person  here  designated  as  a  banker,  and  whom  there  may  have 
been  possibly  a  design  to  make  such,  is  Mr.  Balcombe,  the  purveyor.  When 
he  gave  an  account  of  this  conversation  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  he  had  scarcely 
recovered  from  the  shock  he  experienced  at  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  manner 
and  expression  of  countenance,  which  he  described  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  in 
terms  of  the  greatest  horror. — H.  L." 


>  St.  Helena  Regiment. 
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Women  Servants  {English) — ■ 

Mrs.  Gordon,  nurse  to  Madame  Bertrand. 

Frances  Hayward,  servant  to  ditto.  -  - 

Mrs.  Quilton,  narse  to  Madame  Montholon. 

Caroline  Scott,  servant  to  ditto. 
English  Servant — 

John  Wyatt,  servant  to  General  Montholon. 
Chinese — 

Two,  employed  in  the  kitchen. 
Orderly  Officers,  Surgeon,  <^c. — 

Captain  Poppleton. 

Mr.  O'Meara,  surgeon. 

Frank,  servant  to  ditto. 

Soldier  servants  (two). 

Abstract. 

General  Bonaparte  and  Officers 4 

Ladies 2 

Chiklren  (four  male  and  two  female) 6 

French  attendants 6 

Ditto  domestics 3 

Ditto  boy 1 

Soldier  servants  (St.  Helena) 9 

Ditto       ditto       (66th  Regt.)  1 

English  boy 1 

Ditto  servant 1 

Chinese 2 

Women  servants 7 

43 

Orderly  Officer  and  Surgeon 2 

Ditto  ditto's  servants 2 

—    4 

Total  47 
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To  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 
(Private.) 

DoWNING-STREET,  April  22,  1817. 

My  dear  General — I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  book '  which, 
as  you  may  imagine  from  the  title,  has  attracted  much  pub- 
lic attention.  I  believe  there  is  reason  to  suspect  it  to  have 
been  written  under  the  auspices  of  Madame  |de]  Stael  and 
Benjamin  Constant.  The  person  who  came  over  about  her 
affairs  lately  brought  it  to  the  bookseller,  and  has  received 
half  the  profits  of  the  publication.  Talleyrand  also  has  writ- 
ten from  Paris  that  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  it  came 

'  Apparently  the  "Manuscrit  venu  de  Ste.  Helene."  Bonaparte  did 
not  think  it  was  written  by  Madame  de  Stael.  Vide  "Voice,"  vol.  ii. 
p.  206. 
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from  that  shop  ;  still  there  are  some  who  are  inclined  to  sus- 
pect that  it  was  written  by  Las  Cases  from  a  recollection  of 
Bonaparte's  conversations  ;  but  I  think  there  is  much  inter- 
nal evidence  that  it  does  not  come  from  him.  When  you  have 
read  it  you  will  let  Bonaparte  have  it,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  his  observations  upon  it ;  you  may  communicate  what  I 
have  heard  respecting  the  circumstances  of  its  publication. 
I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  your  receiving  any  advances 
which  he  makes  to  be  on  a  better  footing  with  you  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  think  it  may  produce  a  good  effect :  and  you  may 
assure  him  of  your  disposition  to  make  his  situation  more 
comfortable  by  a  supply  of  the  publications  of  the  day  from 
hence,  if  he  shall  desire  it.  I  think  it  right  also  to  add  that 
there  exists  in  this  country  no  indisposition  to  allow  him  the 
gratifications  of  the  table — particularly  of  wine.  The  wine 
of  which  he  is  most  fond,  I  have  always  understood,  is  Bur- 
gundy :  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  never 
bear  the  passage ;  and  if  it  arrived  sour  he  would  swear  I 
intended  to  poison  him. 

I  am,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  70. 
To  Earl  Bathxjrst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  Maij  13,  1817. 
My  Lord — Nothing  of  particular  moment  occurs  for  me  to 
report  to  your  Lordship  by  the  present  occasion.  General  Bo- 
naparte continues  well  and  tranquil.  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm 
had  another  long  interview  with  him  a  few  days  since,  when, 
after  conversing  for  some  time  on  other  topics,  he  renevi'ed 
the  subject  of  the  restrictions  he  was  under,  complaining  in 
particular  of  that  by  which  he  was  prevented  from  quitting 
the  high  road  when  he  might  go  out  in  a  certain  direction, 
saying,  he  could  not  move  aside without  ex- 
posing himself  to  be  fired  at  by  the  sentries.  The  restrictions 
referred  to  will  be  found  under  the  letter  B  1,  in  my  reply  to 
his  observations.^  Some  inhabitants'  houses  and  slave  hab- 
itations lie  in  the  valley  that  separates  this  road  from  Long- 
wood  ;  and  to  prevent  any  intercourse  until  some  guarantee 
should  be  obtained  that  it  would  not  be  abused  by  himself 
or  the  persons  of  his  family  was  my  object.  I  was  fully  pre- 
pared to  have  entered  into  communication  with  Count  Ber- 

'  See  ante,  p.  290. 
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trand  on  the  svitject,  but,  as  no  opportunity  has  presented  it- 
self, I  remain  In  reserve  until  it  does  occur.  In  the  mean 
time  the  sentries  have  no  orders  to  prevent  General  Bona- 
yarte  or  any  of  his  officers  from  quitting  the  road  ;  and  as  it 
is  almost  the  only  way  he  can  proceed  by  when  he  might  be 
disposed  to  ride  in  that  direction,  the  restriction,  unless  inter- 
course with  the  Inhabitants  is  his  object,  is  more  imaginary 
Jhan  real.  The  Admiral  observed  to  him,  his  principal  diffi- 
culties arose  from  his  want  of  communication  with  me  ;  and 
said  that,  as  Lord  Amherst  was  soon  expected  at  this  Island, 
he  thought  the  opportunity  would  be  a  good  one  for  our  again 
meeting.  General  Bonaparte,  as  the  Admiral  told  me,  made 
no  particular  observation  in  reply.  In  the  first  conversation 
I  had  with  the  Admiral  after  General  Bonaparte  had  before 
spoken  to  him  respecting  his  difi'erences  with  me,  I  had  ob- 
served the  occasion  of  Lord  Amherst's  or  Admiral  Plampin's 
arrival  might  be  a  proper  one  for  my  calling  at  Longwood  as 
a  matter  of  etiquette  and  duty,  when  I  should  observe  how 
he  would  act ;  but  I  had  no  idea  this  would  have  been  spoken 
of  to  him,  whether  as  coming  from  the  Admiral  or  myself, 
and  I  shall  therefore  probably  avoid  the  meeting  on  such 
occasion,  as  it  might  only  give  rise  to  a  scene  of  acting  from 
which  no  true  inference  could  be  drawn.  As  your  Lordship 
may  possibly  be  sm-prised,  after  the  observations  that  General 
Bonaparte  has  made,  I  should  not  have  profited  by  the  Ad- 
miral's intermediation,  I  wish  distinctly  to  observe,  it  is  ap- 
prehension of  his  speaking  and  acting  too  exclusively  from  his 
oviTi  ideas,  and  being  not  sufficiently  guarded  in  what  he  re- 
peats from  or  says  of  me,  that  has  made  me  cautious  in  avail- 
ing myself  of  the  mediation  proposed  through  him,  conceiving 
at  the  same  time  General  Bonaparte  may  have  for  a  long 
time  felt  himself  encouraged  in  his  line  of  proceeding  toward 
me  by  tVie  visits  he  received  from  the  Admiral,  who  was  ap- 
parently unmindful  of  the  improper  language  that  had  been 
used  toward  me  in  his  presence  when  I  asked  him  to  accom- 
pany me  to  see  General  Bonaparte,  or  of  the  boast  that  had 
been  made  of  his  pleasure  in  abusing  me  before  him.  The 
Admiral  has  latterly  shown  a  disposition  to  promote  a  recon- 
ciliation between  us  ;  but  matters  having  gone  so  far,  and 
written  abuse  having  succeeded  to  verbal,  I  feel  rather  dis- 
posed to  leave  matters  to  their  natural  course  than  to  seek  a 
reconciliation  upon  any  questionable  grounds.  The  Admiral 
repeated  to  me  some  parts  of  his  conversation  with  General 
Bonaparte  on  pubhc  topics,  but  nothing  of  any  importance  to 
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communicate  to  your  Lordship.  Lady  Malcolm  remarked  to 
an  officer  of  my  stafl'  after  his  last  visit,  that  he  had  not  re- 
lated to  her  the  conversation  he  had  with  General  Bonaparte, 
as  he  usually  did,  ivheji  she  wrote  it  dmim;  so  that  on  his 
arrival  in  England  your  Lordship  may  probably  learn  several 
interesting  particulars  of  General  Bonaparte's  conversations 
that  have  not  been  communicated  to  me,  and  which  the  state 
of  my  relations  with  him  have  prevented  my  hearing  from 
himself. 

I  have,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  71. 
To  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

DowNiNG-STREET,  June  11,  1817. 
Sir — Inclosed  is  a  letter  written  by  Colonel  de  Phinat,  ad- 
dressed to  General  Gourgaud,  which  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  transmit  to  him.    It  was  delivered  to  me  by  Lord  King. 
In  directing  you  to  deliver  such  shameless  trash  to  one  of 
those  who  are  under  your  authority,  I  think  it  expedient  tc 
take  this  opportunity  of  explaining  distinctly  the  principle  on 
which  I  act  on  these  occasions.    Provided  the  letters,  address- 
ed either  to  General  Bonaparte  or  the  individuals  who  remain 
with  him  at  St.  Helena,  contain  no  intelligence  which  can 
either  directly  or  indirectly  facilitate  the  General's  escape,  I 
shall  not  exercise  any  discretion  with  regard  to  transmitting 
them.     I  acted  readily  upon  this  principle  in  sending  the  let- 
ters written  by  some  of  his  own  family  :  they  were  written  by 
women  of  his  nearest  connections ;  and  I  would  on  no  account 
prevent  his  having  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  them  merely 
because  they  contained  some  expressions  not  altogether  free 
from  objections.     Although  there  is  nothing  to  plead  in  favor 
of  the  letter  I  now  send  you,  yet  I  have  thought  it  most  ex- 
pedient to  act  upon  the  principle  I  have  stated  without  any 
hesitation.    It  must  not,  however,  be  concluded  from  this  that 
the  same  latitude  is  to  be  given  to  the  correspondence  from 
General  Bonaparte  or  the  individuals  who  remain  with  him. 
Whatever  he  or  they  may  think  fit  to  address  either  directly 
to  the  Prince  Regent,  or  to  me,  or  to  any  members  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  your  Excellency  is  aware  must  be  trans- 
mitted home,  provided  it  has  been  previously  submitted  for 
your  perusal.     In  this  particular  you  are  left  without  any  dis- 
cretion; your  knowledge  of  the  contents  affords  you  the  oppor- 
tunity of  immediately  vindicating  yourself  if  the  letter  should 
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contain  matter  of  charge  against  you ;  and  the  assurance  that 
"whatever  complaints  they  may  make  must  be  laid  before  the 
Prince  Regent  secures  to  thetn  the  best  protection  against  any 
oppression.  But  the  case  is  very  different  with  respect  to  the 
letters  which  the  General  or  the  individuals  who  are  with 
him  may  address  to  their  friends.  If  these  letters  contain 
gross  misrepresentations  of  their  treatment,  and  are  transmit- 
ted open  by  you  to  me,  and  are  forwarded  by  me  to  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  may  be  addressed,  it  may  be  the  means  of 
circulating  the  most  unfounded  calumnies  against  the  British 
Government  with  its  own  privity  and  apparent  acknowledg- 
ment; for  it  is  neither  for  you  nor  for  me,  in  transmitting  such 
letters,  to  couple  with  them  a  refutation  of  the  falsehoods  which 
they  may  advance.  In  transmitting,  therefore,  to  me  the  let- 
ters which  the  General  and  the  individuals  who  are  with  him 
miay  address  to  their  friends  and  relations,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  use  your  own  discretion  in  this  particular.  I  am  confident 
you  will  never  exercise  it  severely  ;  and,  by  apprising  the  per- 
sons in  question  of  this  instruction,  you  will,  I  hope,  avoid  the 
necessity  of  exercising  any.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Bathurst. 
P.S.  In  justice  to  Lord  King  I  ought  to  add  that,  in  deliv- 
ering to  me  the  letter,  he  distinctly  informed  me  that  he  was 
unaware  of  its  contents. 


No.  72. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  June  30,  1817. 
Dear  Sir — On  the  1 2th  of  this  month  I  showed  Mr. 
Maceroni's  "  Interesting  Facts  respecting  Joachim  Murat"  to 
General  Bonaparte,  who  read  the  whole  of  it  through  in  my 
presence,  with  some  little  assistance  from  me.  In  the  course 
of  the  perusal  he  made  some  occasional  remarks.  "With  re- 
spect to  Murat  himself  he  observed,  "  Non  se  piangera  perche, 
era  un  traditore."  Murat  never  had  mentioned  to  him  that 
he  intended  to  defend  his  kingdom  of  Naples  by  force  against 
him ;  neither  had  he  ever  told  him  (Murat)  that  his  intentions 
were  to  take  it  from  him,  and  unite  it  to  Italy,  to  form  one 
kingdom,  making  him  Constable  of  the  Empire  in  lieu  thereof 
He  certainly  made  an  instrument  of  Murat  to  answer  grand 
projects  which  he  had  in  view  with  respect  to  Italy,  and  in- 
tended to  dispossess  him  of  the  Crown  of  Naples,  but  the 
time  was  not  yet  come  ;  and,  besides,  he  would  have  given 
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him  a  suitable  indemnification.  Murat's  letter  to  Maceroni 
was  a  most  ridiculous  one  ;  his  enterprise  that  of  a  madman; 
and  "  ha  finito  sua  vita  come  un  coglione."  What  had  he 
to  complain  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  who  had  behaved  in 
the  most  generous  manner  to  him — had  offered  him  an  asylum 
in  his  dominions,  subject  to  no  other  restriction  than  that  of 
not  quitting  it  without  his  permission,  which  was  right  and 
necessary  ?  What  more,  in  God's  name,  could  he  have  de- 
sired in  the  actual  state  of  things  ?  He  himself  would  not 
have  desired  more  in  England.  It  was  a  return  of  good  for 
evil :  for  Murat  had  endeavored  to  do  him  all  the  mischief 
he  could ;  had  tried  to  deprive  him  of  Italy  ;  had  published 
proclamations  da  coglione  against  him,  tending  to  excite 
insurrections  among  the  Italians  ;  had  attacked  his  troops 
without  reason  or  judgment,  like  a  madman  ;  and  had  en- 
gaged in  an  expedition  where  his  plans  were  so  badly  arranged 
that  he  never  could  succeed  in  uniting  even  his  guard.  A 
more  liberal,  generous  offer  than  that  made  by  the  Emperor 
of  Austria  could  not  have  been  made  by  any  power.  "  Belle 
arnieel"  said  he,  "lelle  arinee,  indeed;  arm'ee  di  cazzo .' 
You  know,"  said  he,  laughing,  "  what  the  Neapolitans  are." 
Lord  Exmouth,  he  said,  he  thought  had  acted  very  fairly  and 
honorably  by  candidly  informing  Murat  that  he  could  receive 
him  on  no  other  terms  than  that  of  surrendering  himself  a 
prisoner  of  war.  He  also  observed  that  he  did  not  believe 
the  statement  that  Lord  Exmouth  offered  1000  louis  for 
Murat's  apprehension.  Murat  terminated  his  life  like  a 
madman  ;  undertook  an  expedition,  "da  coglimie  al  fondo" 
to  invade  Naples  with  two  or  three  hundred  Corsicans,  at 
the  time  that  it  was  occupied  by  about  20,000  Austrians;  so 
that,  if  the  Neapolitans  had  even  been  desirous  to  rise,  they 
would  have  been  afraid  of  doing  so.  He  would  be  lamented 
by  none  ;  though,  at  the  same  time,  he  observed  that  he  was 
free  from  that  double  treachery  imputed  to  him — "  Bisogna 
dir  la  verita."  Murat  had  not  any  correspondence  with  him, 
or  had  not  acted  in  the  underhand  manner  ascribed  to  him ; 
that  the  papers  which  had  been  shown  to  prove  that  had 
been  falsified.  With  respect  to  the  assertion  that  the  cavalry 
had  been,  badly  employed,  and  that  the  result  would  have 
been  different  had  Murat  commanded  it,  he  observed  that  in 
that  "  non  c'e  mente  disproposito."  It  wa's  very  probable. 
He  could  not  be  every  where  himself;  and  Murat  was  prob- 
ably the  best  cavalry  officer  in  the  world.  He  would  have 
given  more  impetuosity  to  the  charge.    There  wanted  but  very 
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little  to  gain  the  day — "enfoncer  deux  ou  trois  bataillons;" 
and  in  all  probability  Murat  would  have  done  that.     He  be- 
lieved there  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  world  two  such  offi- 
cers as  Murat  for  the  cavalry  and  Drouot  for  the  artillery. 
"  Murat  was  a  singular  character.     Four-and-twenty  years 
ago,   when  he  was  a  Captain,  I  took  him  for  my  Aid-de- 
Camp,  and  raised  him  to  what  he  was.     He  loved,  I  may 
say  rather  adored,  me.     In  my  presence  he  was,  as  it  were, 
struck  with  awe,  and  ready  to  fall  at  my  feet.     I  did  wrong 
ever  to  separate  him  from  me,  for  without  me  he  was  nothing. 
He  was  with  me  a  right  ami.     Tell  Murat  to  attack  and 
destroy  five  or  six  thousand  men  in  such  a  direction — it  was 
done  in  a  moment.     He  was  an  imbecile,  without  judgment. 
I  can  not   conceive  how   so  brave   a   man  could  be  '  aussi 
lache.'      He  was  nowhere  brave   unless  before   the  enemy ; 
there  his  boiling  courage  carried  him  into  the  midst  of  them, 
covered  with  plumes   and  gold  (convert  de  pennes  jusqu'a 
clocher),  and  he   never  returned  without   having  his  sabre 
stained  with  the  blood  of  some  slain  by  his  own  hand.     Take 
him  in  the  cabinet,  he  was  a  poltroon,  an  imbecile,  without 
judgment  or  decision — in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  a  chev- 
alier a  Don  GLuixote  ;    there  Ney  and  he  were  the  bravest 
men  I  ever  witnessed.     Murat,  however,  was  a  much  nobler 
character  than  Ney.     Murat  was  a  fine,  generous,  open  fel- 
low;    Ney  partook  of  the  '  canaglia.'     However  strange  it 
may  be  to  say,  Murat,  though  he  loved  me,  did  me  more 
mischief  than  any  other  man  ever  did  ;  particularly  since  his 
return  from  Elba,  by  attacldng  the  Austrians  contrary  to  my 
wish."     M.  Joliclerc,  so  well  spoken  of  by  Maceroni,  who 
described  him  as  so  good  and  honorable  a  character,  he  ob- 
served was  neither  one  nor  the  other  :  that  certainly  he  was 
a  man  greatly  attached  to  him  ;  but  that  he  was  a  "birbante," 
a  man  of  the  police.    "  You  know,"  said  he,  laughing,  "what 
kind  of  honor  those  gentry  have."    He  concluded  by  observing 
that,  notwithstanding  M.  Maceroni  had  made  it  appear  that 
he  (Maceroni)  had  acted  like  a  man  of  honor  (s'avesse  com- 
portato  da  uomo  d'onore),  yet  still  he  suspected  him  to  be 
nothing  very  good.    "  Un  intrigante — a  mongrel  Englishman, 
who,  born  in  England,  had  an  Italian  name,  is  employed  by 
Murat  in  Naples,  afterward  by  Fouche  and  by  Metternich — 
knows  every  body,"  said  he,  shaking  his  head,  "non  ha  Varia 
cli  onesto  uomo.     You  may  depend  upon  it  that  he  is  an  in- 
trigante, and  very  far  from  what  he  labors  to  make  himself 
appear."     I  have  the  honor,  &c.         Barry  E.  O'Meaea. 
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No.  73. 
A  Monsieur  le  Comte  Berteand. 

Au  Chateau  a  James  Town,  Juillct  2,  1817. 

Monsieur  le  Comte — Le  Contre-Amiral  Plampin,  qui  va 
prendre  le  commandement-en-ohef  des  forces  navales  dans 
ces  mors,  rn'a  temoigne  son  desir  d'etre  presente  a  Longwood. 
J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  en  prevenir,  et  en  meme  terns  de  vous 
faire  savoir  que,  comme  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  va  prendre 
son  conge  demain,  j'ai  suggerc  a  I'Amiral  Plampin  de  profiler 
de  cette  occasion  pour  aller  se  presenter  avec  lui.  Si  je  ne 
propose  pas  de  I'accompagner  moi-meme,  comme  j'ai  fait  a 
I'occasion  de  I'arrivee  de  I'Amiral  Malcolm,  je  vous  prie. 
Monsieur  le  Comte,  de  faire  connaitre  que  ce  n'est  pas  pour 
manquer  aux  egards  que  je  suis  appele  par  mon  devoir  a 
temoigner  a  tons  les  parties,  rnais  avec  I'idee  que  la  presenta- 
tion de  I'Amiral  Plampin  de  la  maniere  que  j'ai  indiquee,  a 
laquelle  il  ne  s'est  pas  refuse,  sera  trouvee  sous  tous  les  autres 
rapports  la  plus  agreable.  Si  je  me  trompe  cependant  dans 
cetto  idee,  j'ai  a  vous  prier  seulement  de  me  le  faire  savoir, 
afin  que  je  puisse  me  regler  conformement. 

J'ai  I'honneur,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 

Longwood,  ce  3  Juillet,  1817. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand  a  I'honneur  de  faire  ses  compliments  a 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur.  II  a  reyu  sa  lettre  d'hier  soir. 
L'Empereur  reoevra  aujourd'hui  I'Amiral  Sir  Pulteney  Mal- 
colm et  I'Amiral  Plampin. 


No.  74. 

To  Earl  Batiiuest,  K.  G. 

St.  Helena,  Jidy  2,  1817. 
My  Lord — As  Lord  Amherst,  I  considered,  was  likely  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  one  or  more  interviews  with  General 
Bonaparte,  and  as  his  public  situation  appeared  to  me  to  render 
him  in  a  peculiar  degree  eligible  for  receiving  any  communi- 
cation which  General  Bonaparte  might  feel  averse  to  make  to 
myself  or  through  me  respecting  his  situation  in  this  island,  I 
had  no  hesitation  to  acquaint  his  Lordship  immediately  after 
his  arrival  here  that  in  his  particular  case  (being  the  only 
one  that  has  occurred  since  my  arrival  on  this  island  that  I 
have  in  any  degree  warranted)  I  should  be  most  happy  to 
dispense  with  the  general  rule  of  not  allowing  any  complaint 
or  representation  whatever  to  be  made  linown  except  through 
me,  and  at  the  same  time  I  should  be  most  happy  to  avail 
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myself  of  his  Lordship's  presence  in  this  island  to  introduce 
any  amelioration  into  the  situation  of  General  Bonaparte 
which,  upon  conversation  with  him,  it  might  appear  advisa- 
ble to  admit,  with  all  the  due  regard  at  the  same  time  to  the 
measures  necessary  for  the  security  of  his  person,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  unauthorized  communication  with  him.  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte  protracted  upon  various  grounds  any  occasion 
of  a  meeting  with  his  Lordship  until  the  evening  before  his  de- 
parture, when  he  entered  most  fully  at  length  into  every  subject 
past  and  present  respecting  his  situation  on  the  island  ;  not, 
apparently,  with  any  view  whatever  of  amelioration  to  be  pro- 
duced here,  but  solely  to  prefer  complaints  and  represent  his 
situation  in  the  worst  light  possible  at  home,  on  all  which  Lord 
Amherst  was  specially  requested  to  communicate  with  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  himself  His  Lordship 
having  made  known  to  me  the  heads  of  the  conversation 
General  Bonaparte  addressed  to  him,  and  asked  my  opinion 
as  to  any  steps  he  might  take  on  his  arrival  at  home,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  refer  him  to  your  Lordship,  and  wish  to 
leave  the  detail  of  every  circumstance  stated  in  conversation 
by  General  Bonaparte,  with  any  observations  I  have  made 
upon  them,  entirely  to  him.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

MoNTKE.iL,  Wednesday,  October  2,  1832. 

Dear  Sir — I  am  this  morning  favored  with  your  letter  of 
the  1st  inst.,  and,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  I  proceed 
to  answer  shortly  the  questions  which  you  put  to  me  in  your 
letter  of  the  24th  of  August. 

P.  133.^  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  delivered  any 
opinion  upon  the  subject  of  the  bill.  I  have  a  distinct  recol- 
lection of  Bonaparte's  intimating  an  intention  of  making  mo 
the  bearer  of  his  complaints  in  writing  ;  and  of  his  almost 
imiAediately  afterward  withdrawing  such  intention.  It  is 
very  possible  that  I  may  have  promised  to  repeat  to  Govern- 
ment such  parts  of  his  representations  as  I  should  previously 
have  communicated  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  It  is  impossible 
that  I  could  have  been  beaucoup  frappe  at  Bonaparte's  com- 
munication respecting  the  prohibitions  imposed  upon  him 
during  his  rides,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  having  already  communi- 

1  This  and  the  succeeding  paragraphs  refer  to  pages  in  O'Meara's 
"  Voice  from  St.  Helena"  containing  passages  to  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
had  directed  Lord  Amherst's  attention. 
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cated  to  me  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  prohibitions.  I 
have  no  particular  recollection  of  the  expressions  used  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  conversation. 

P.  239.  I  did  not  use  the  expression,  nor  any  thing  like 
the  expression,  attributed  to  me  in  this  conversation. 

P,  116.  I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  any  conversation 
having  passed  betvifeen  Mr.  O'Meara  and  myself;  but  it  is 
totally  impossible  that  I  should  ever  have  entertained  the 
idea  of  seeing  Bonaparte  through  any  other  intervention  than 
that  of  the  Governor. 

I  think  I  have  thus  adverted  to  all  the  points  referred  to  in 
the  first  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you. 
Any  further  information  which  I  can  give  you,  either  by  letter 
or  by  word  of  mouth,  shall  be  cheerfully  aflbrded. 

1  I'emain,  &o.         Amhekst. 


No,  75. 
A  Monsieur  le   Comte  Berteand. 

Castle,  ce  10  Juillel,  1817. 
Monsieur  le  Comte — J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  envoyer  les 
caisses  qui  sont  venues  a  votre  adresse  de  la  Chine.  Lorsque 
j'ai  laisse  choz  vous  la  lettre  qui  les  regardc,  j'etais  bien  loin 
d'imaginer  qu'ellos  pouvaient  presenter  en  les  ouvrant  aucun 
motif  pour  en  suspendre  1' envoi :  si  j'agissais  cependant  en 
entiere  conformite  aux  regleraens  etablis,  je  devrais  le  faire  ; 
mais  comme  j'ai  donne  I'assurance  que  les  caisses  suivraient 
la  lettre,  il  ne  me  reste  aucun  autre  parti  convenable  dans 
une  telle  ciroonstance  que  de  les  envoyer  et  rendre  compte  des 
motifs  a  mon  Gouvernement.  Vous  n'entrez  certainement 
pas.  Monsieur  le  Comte,  pour  rien  dans  cet  affaire,  et  ce 
n'est  que  pour  la  clarte  de  mon  propre  procede  que  je  prends 
la:  liberie  de  vous  adresser  ce  billet,  regrettant  de  me  trouver 
place  dans  une  situation  qui  m'oblige  a  le  faire. 

J'ai  I'honneur,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  76. 

A  M.  le  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  ce  10  Juillct,  1817. 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — J'ai  refu  les  cinq  caisses  que 
vous  avez  pris  la  peine  de  m'envoyer,  contenant  un  jeu 
d'echecs,  une  boite  de  jetons,  et  deux  paniers  a  ouvrage  en 
ivoire,  envoyes  de  Canton  par  Mr.  Elphinstone.  L'Emperenr 
a  ete  surpris  de  voir  dans  votre  lettre  que  vous  pensiez  que 
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votre  devoir  etait  do  ne  pas  remettre  ces  objets  :  Sij'agissais, 
dites  vous,  en  entiere  confonnite  aux  reglemens  ttablis,  je 
devrais  en  suspendre  I'envoi.  En  ce  cas,  Monsieur,  vous 
auriez  fait  une  chose  gracieuse  de  les  retenir. 

Mais  a  quoi  cela  s'applique-t-il  ? — est-ce  a  ce  que  ces  objets 
ne  sont  pas  arrives  par  le  canal  du  Ministere  ?  Dans  les  re- 
strictions du  Ministre  il  est  bien  dit  que  les  lettres  doivcnt  venir 
par  son  canal,  maig  non  les  objets  d'habillement,  les  bustes,  les 
nieubles,  &c.  Nons  avons  constamment  refu  du  Cap  beau- 
coup  d'objets  qui  nous  ont  ete  envoycs.  D'ailleurs  Lord  Bath- 
uvst  dans  son  discours,  et  vous  meme  dans  une  de  vos  lettres, 
vous  avez  rejete,  avec  indignation,  que  des  lettres  venues 
par  la  poste  ou  par  des  occasions  eussent  ete  envoyees  a  Lon- 
dres  pour  revenir  dans  ce  pays.  Cela  ne  pent  ni  n'a  pu  vous 
autoriser  a  retenir  des  objets  tels  que  des  bustes,  des  meubles, 
et  tons  autres  effets  qui  n'ont  aucun  rapport  avec  la  surete  de 
la  detention.  Serait-ce  parceque  sur  les  jetons  il  y  a  une 
couronne  ?  Mais  il  ne  peut  exister  aucun  reglement  qui  ne 
soit  a  notre  connaissance  ;  or  il  n'est  pas  a  notre  connaissance 
que  nous  ne  puissions  pas  posseder  un  objet  sur  lequel  il  y  a 
une  couronne.  II  faudrait  done  aussi  faire  de  nouveaux  jeux 
de  cartes,  puisqu'il  y  a  une  couronne  sur  celles  qu'on  se  pro- 
cure. Le  bnge  et  le  peu  d'argenterie  qui  reste  vont  souvent 
a  la  ville  et  sont  marques  d'une  couronne.  Mais  de  qui  serait 
emane  ce  reglement  que  vous  dites  en  vigueur?  De  votre 
Gouvernement,  qui  seul  a  par  le  bill  le  droit  d'en  faire  ? 
Votre  Ministre  a  declare  en  plein  Parlement  qu'il  n'avait  ete 
fait  aucune  restriction  depuis  oelles  qui  avaient  ete  imprimees 
et  communiquees  a  I'Europe,  qu'avait  votre  predeoesseur,  et 
qu'il  vous  a  remises.  II  a  ajoute  que  vous  n'avez  fait  aucune 
restriction,  mais  seulement  pris  des  mesures  d'execution  ;  effec- 
tivement  vous  n'en  avez  pas  le  droit. 

L'Empereur  ne  veut  de  grace  de  personne,  et  ne  veut  rien 
du  caprice  de  qui  que  ce  soit ;  mais  il  a  le  droit  de  connaitre 
les  restrictions  qui  lui  sont  imposees.  Votre  Gouvernement,  le 
Parlement,  et  toutes  les  nations  ont  le  morae  droit.  Je  vous 
pric  done.  Monsieur,  de  nous  communiquer  ces  nouvelles  re- 
strictions, et,  s'il  en  existait  de  pareilles,  elles  seraient  en  con- 
tradiction avec  I'assertion  de  Lord  Bathurst,  qu'elles  ne  doiv- 
ent  avoir  pour  but  que  la  surete  de  la  detention.  L'Empe- 
reur me  charge  de  protester  centre  I'existence  de  tout  restric- 
tion ou  reglement  qui  ne  lui  aurait  pas  etc  legalement  notifie 
avant  son  execution.     J'ai  I'honneur,  &;c, 

Le  Comte  Beetrand. 
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No.  77. 

A  Monsieur  le  Comte  Bertrand. 
(Particuliere.) 

Plant.4Tion  House,  2.5  Juillct,  1817 
Monsieur  le  Comte — Je  crois  etre  un  devoir  de  precau- 
tion de  vous  expedier  la  Gazette  ci-incluse,  separeraent  des 
autres,  de  crainte  qu'elle  ne  tombe  prernieremetit  sous  les 
yeux  de  la  Comtesse  Bertrand.  Un  esprit  fortifie  centre  tout 
evenement  verra  1' article  qu'elle  contient  avec  sang  froid  ;  et 
coinme  vous  devez  en  etre  finalement  instruit,  j'ai  cru  qu'il 
6tait  mieux  de  vous  le  transmettre  sans  delai,  pour  eviter, 
autant  qu'il  est  possible,  la  peine  que  la  connaissance  inat- 
tendue  de  I'arret  du  Gouvernement  Franyais  pourrait  produire 
dans  votre  famille.  C'est  toujours  avec  une  peine  infinie  que 
je  deviens  I'organe  de  sa  communication,  quant  a  vous  per- 
sonellement  comme  a  votre  famille.     J'ai  I'honneur,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 


No.  78. 
To  THE  JEarl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

(Private.) 

St.  Helen.1,  Jubj  27,  1817. 
My  Lord — Having  asked  Dr.  O'Meara  to  endeavor  to 
ascertain  from  General  Bonaparte  the  name  of  the  person 
who  had  given  him  the  information  that  I  had  prevented  the 
man  who  brought  the  bust  to  this  island  from  landing,  he 
brought  me  a  paper  in  reply,  which  I  take  the  liberty  to 
inclose  a  copy  of.  Dr.  O'Meara  informs  me  much  worse 
(though  I  hardly  see  how  this  is  possible)  was  repeated  to 
Lord  Amherst.  Dr.  O'Meara's  conduct  in  charging  himself 
with  such  a  message  to  me  has  excited  my  particular  sui'- 
prise  iind  dissatisfaction  :  on  this  subject  I  may  have  to  ad- 
dress your  Lordship  further.  Many  circumstances  have  con- 
spired of  late  to  inflame  General  Bonaparte's  mind  against 
me — your  Lordship's  speech  in  Parliament,  the  stings  of 
which  he  ascribes  in  a  great  degree  to  ray  reports  ;  the  com- 
munication which  I  believe  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  made  to 
Count  Bertrand  on  the  day  of  his  departure,  that  he  could 
not  charge  himself  with  messages  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and 
Lord  Holland,  and  which  would  be  of  course  attributed  to  me  ; 
and  latterly  the  disappointment  which  General  Bonaparte  and 
all  the  Longwood  establishment  feel  that  I  have  not  been 
willing  to  lend  myself  to  their  views  and  those  of  the  Com- 
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missioners  for  private  and  unrestrained  communication — 
motives,  it  is  true,  of  a  sufficiently  vexatious  nature,  but 
which  they  ought  not  on  reflection  to  ascribe  to  any  other 
principle  than  that  of  my  duty.  To  give  satisfaction  to  all 
parties  is  in  fact  a  task  entirely  above  my  power.  Admiral 
Plampin  does  not  seem  disposed  to  interfere  in  any  shape,  but 
where  he  does  it  is  to  give  support.  With  the  Commissioners, 
though  they  find  me  in  their  way,  I  am  on  very  fair  terms  ; 
more  so,  as  I  apprehend,  than  they  are  reciprocally  with  each 
other  :  by  not  siding  with  any  in  particular  I  hope  to  con- 
tinue so.  The  officers  of  General  Bonaparte's  establishment 
are,  I  believe,  disposed  to  be  quiet  if  he  would  suffer  them  to 
remain  so  ;  but  Count  Bertrand  is  much  too  ready  an  instru- 
ment in  his  hands,  and  has  assumed  of  late  much  too  lofty  a 
tone  to  be  suffered  to  continue  in  it.  Of  General  Bonaparte 
himself,  attacked  as  I  am  by  him,  I  wish  to  say  little.  Count 
Bertrand's  letters — which  I  believe  are  of  his  dictation — the 
message  sent  by  Dr.  O'Meara,  and  the  use  he  made  of  his 
interview  with  Lord  Amherst,  show  the  disposition  with 
which  he  is  actuated ;  while  his  conduct  in  regard  to  the 
bust  and  the  presents  sent  by  Mr.  Elphinstone  shows  that  no 
act  of  attention  proves  satisfactory  unless  made  with  the  sacri- 
fice of  some  essential  principle  or  precaution  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  I  have  to  perform  toward  him.  Much,  however, 
of  this  arises  from  mistrust — total  want  of  personal  communi- 
cation— and  having  no  one  near  his  person  on  whose  state- 
ments and  representations  to  him  a  full  reliance  can  be  placed. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  79. 

Letters  and  Documents  relating  to  the  Marble  Bust 

OF  Napoleon's  Son  sent  to  St.  Helena. 

A  SiGNOE   RaDOTITCH. 

LoNDK.*,  Gennaio  29,  1817. 
SiGNOR  FiLiPPO  Radovitch — Sapendo  che  siete  di  parten- 
za,  per  1'  isola  di  S.  Elena,  approffitiamo  di  questa  occasione 
i'avorevolissima  per  affidarvi  il  busto,  Copia  ritratto  del  figlio 
deir  Imperatore  in  marmo  bianco  soulto  d'  uno  di  piu  classic! 
scultori  d'  Italia.  Molto  ci  costo  per  potere  attenere  detto 
ritrattro  a  causa,  che  il  figlio  dell'  Imperatore  si  tiene  sempre 
ritirato  dalla  Corte  di  Vienna  ma  per  buona  sorte  nella  state 
scorsa  essendo  venuta  1'  Imperatrice  Maria  Luisa  ai  bagni  in 
Livorno  accompagnata  dal  di  suo  figlio,  dope  molti  impegni  e 
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maneggi  ci  venne  J'atto  d'  ottenere  il  permesso  di  togliere  il 
ritratto  di  clie  ne  furono  fatti  due  busti ;  sono  ohe  lo  ritenne 
r  Augusta  di  lui  Madve,  geuerosamente  compensaudo  I'-artista, 
e  r  altro  1'  abbiamo  fatto  passare  alia  casa  in  Loiidra  ch'  ora 
vi  consegna,  e  che  voi  v'  incaricherete  di  portare  a  St.  Elena 
avendo  la  massima  cura,  di  tenerlo  relato  ad  ogiii  vista  e  di 
non  annunziaiio  alia  Dogana  che  come  un  busto  di  marmo,  e 
null'  altro  :  arrivato  poi  olie  sarete  a  S.  Elena  voi  dovete  pro- 
curare  di  presentarlo  al  Sr.  Conte  Generale  Bertrand,  Grais 
Ciainbellano  dell'  ex-Imperatore,  il  quale  avra  il  mezzo  di  far 
glielo  presontare  che  non  dubitiamo  gli  sara  cosa  molto  gradita, 
poi  che  trovera  in  detto  ritratto  la  vera  immaglne  del  di  lui 
figlio  come  lo  e  esattamente  tolto  dalla  mano  maestra  che  ne 
ha  fatto  il  ritratto.  Voi,  poi  non  dovete  contrattare  per  il 
prezzo  della  statua,  ma  lasoiare  il  compenso  della  premiers 
alia  generosita  dell'  Imperatore. 

Augurandovi  felice  viaggio,  e  simile  ritorno,  vi  salutiam( 
con  particolare  amicizia.  M.  and  G.  Beaggini. 

pj    j"  ^  Marca  della  cassa  contenente  il  busto. 

P.S.  Supposto  che  r  Imperatore  volesse  saperne  da  voi  it 

prezzo,  ne  potete  domandarne  cento  Luigi ;  costando  a  noi  quasi 

egual  somma,  tanto  per  il  compenso  del  classico  atristo  comu  per 

tutte  le  altre  spese  occorze  per  potere  attenere  questo  inteuto. 

Pro  Memoria. 

Una  cassettina  contenente  il  ritratto  del  figlio  dell'  Impera- 
tore Napoleone  tolto  dall'  originale  in  Livorno  trovandosi  detto 
figlio  in  quella  citta  coll'  Imperatrice  Maria  Lui^a  ai  bagni ; 
proouravi  di  poterlo  far  presentare  all'  Imperatore  a  S.  Helena 
per  il  canals  del  Conte  Cavaliere  della  Legion  d'Or,o;e  Francese 
li  Sr.  General  Bertrand,  Gran  CiambellanodeU'cx  Lnperatore.' 

MIB. 

No.  1. 


^  To  SiGNOR  Radovitch. — I'Tr^nfjiation). 

London,  January  19,  1817. 
SiGNOR  FiLippo  Radovitch — Ivnowing  that  you  are  about  to  sail  for 
St.  Helena,  we  profit  by  this  most  favorable  opportunity  to  confide  to 
your  care  a  bust  (copied  from  a  portrait,  of  the  son  of  the  Emperor)  in 
white  marble,  the  work  of  one  of  the  most  classical  sculptors  of  Italy. 
We  have  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  the  portrait,  on  account  of  the 
son  of  the  Kniperor  living  in  so  retired  a  manner  at  the  Court  of  Vienna. 
Fortunately,  however,  the  Empress  Maria  Louisa,  having  come  last  sum- 
mer to  the  baths  of  Leghorn,  accompanied  by  her  son,  we  obtained,  after 
much  trouble  and  negotiation,  permission  to  take  the  portrait,  from  which 
two  busts  were  made.     One  was  kept  by  his  illustrious  mother,  who 
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To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.Gr. 

St.  Helena,  June  8,  1817. 
My  Lord — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  mform  your  Lordship 
that,  by  the  hcensed  ship  Baring,  lately  arrived  at  this  island 
with  stores,  has  been  brought  a  package  containing  a  marble 
bust  of  the  son  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  It  has  come  under 
the  charge  of  an  under  officer  of  the  ship,  and  the  letters,  of 
which  copies  are  inclosed,  contain  all  the  information  I  have 
as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  regarding  it.  The  man  who  brough  t 
them  being  sick  in  his  bed,  delirious  ;  I  have  not  yet  decided 
what  I  shall  do  with  the  bust,  but  conceive  it  most  probable  1 
shall  wait  your  Lordship's  instructions  regarding  it. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


A  M.  LE   Capitaine   dh  Store-ship   le   Baring,  en  rade 
DE  St.  Helene. 

LoNGwooD,,ce  16  Juin,  1817. 
Je  suis  charge.  Monsieur,  par  I'Empereur  de  vous  remercier 
du  bonheur  que  vous  lui  avez  procure  en  lui  apportant  le  buste 
de  son  fils.  Je  regrette  que  vous  ne  I'ayez  pas  accompagne 
vous-meme  a  Longwood ;  je  vous  prie  de  prendre  la  peine  d'y 
venir.     J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand. 

generously  rewarded  the  artist,  and  the  other  sent  to  the  house  in 
London  by  which  it  is  now  consigned  to  you,  who  will  take  it  to  St. 
Helena.  You  will  endeavor  to  give  it  to  the  Signor  Conte  Generale 
Bertrand,  Grand  Chamberlain  of  the  ex-Emperor,  to  whom  he  will  find 
means  of  presenting  it ;  and  to  whom,  we  doubt  not,  it  will  afford  much 
gratification,  as  he  will  recofTnize  in  it  the  faithful  likeness  of  his  son, 
so  admirably  taken  by  the  clever  artist  who  made  the  portrait.  You 
are  not  to  stipulate  for  any  price  for  this  bust,  but  will  leave  it  to  the 
generosity  of  the  Emperor  to  refund  our  expenses.  In  wishing  you  a 
happy  voyage  and  safe  return,  we  salute  you  with  particular  friendship. 

M.  and  G.  Beaggini. 

^  '^    '  ?  Marks  on  the  case  containing  the  bust. 

P.S.   Should  the  Emperor  wish  to  know  the  price  of  the  bust,  you 
may  ask  100  louis  for  it;   such  being  about  what  it  has  cost  us  in  re- 
muneration to  the  talented  artist  and  for  other  contingent  expenses. 
Memorandum. 

A  little  box,  containing  a  portrait  of  the  son  of  the  Emperor  Napo- 
leon, copied  from  the  original  executed  at  Leghorn  while  he  was  at 
the  baths  there  with  his  mother  the  Empress  Maria  Louisa.  En- 
deavor to  get  it  presented  to  the  Emperor  at  St.  Helena,  through  the 
Count,  Knight  of  the  French  Legion  of  Honor,  the  Signor  General 
Bertrand,  Grand  Chamberlain  of  the  ex-Emperor. 
Vol.  IL— T 
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To  Count  Bertrand. — (Translation.) 

Plantation  House,  June  16,  1817. 
Monsieur  le  Oomte — As  you  appear  to  be  in  error  respect- 
ing the  person  who  was  charged  to  bring  the  bust  to  this  island, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  it  was  placed  aboard  the 
ship  unknown  to  the  Captain,  who,  having  heard  of  it  during 
the  voyage,  informed  me  of  it  on  his  arnval  here.  I  have  con- 
sequently not  forwarded  the  letter  you  have  sent  me,  waiting 
for  your  determination. 

I  have  the  honor,  &o.  H.  Lowe. 


To  Sir  Thomas  Reade. 

LoNGWooD,  June  20,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  Thomas — I  saw  General  Bonaparte  yester- 
day evening,  and,  with  as  much  force  as  I  could  muster, 
explaiired  to  him  the  falsity  of  the  assertion  that  you  had 
recommended  that  the  bust  of  his  son  should  be  destroyed  or 
thrown  overboard.  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  seen  and 
had  had  some  conversation  with  you,  in  presence  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, upon  the  subject,  and  that  you  had  assured  me  most 
solemnly,  that,  so  far  from  having  done  so,  you  had  immedi- 
ately gone  to  the  Governor,  stating  the  circumstance  of  the 
statue's  having  arrived  ;  and  that  you  had  said  that,  as  the 
statue  was  made  of  marble,  and  consequently  could  not  con- 
tain any  thing  improper  internally,  you  were  of  opinion  that 
there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  sending  it  up  directly,  and 
had  recommended  it  to  be  done ;  that  if  it  had  been  made  of 
composition,  why  then  indeed  there  would  need  a  little  con- 
sideration. I  added  that  you  felt  very  much  hurt  at  such  a 
false  and  scandalous  accusation,  and  concluded  by  asserting 
my  own  firm  conviction  that  it  was  a  calumny.  He  replied 
that  he  had  heard  the  report  a  few  days  after  the  arrival  of 
the  ship  "  leggermente  ;"  that  at  first  he  had  not  believed  it, 
as  he  could  not  conceive  there  was  any  object  in  view  ;  but 
that  afterward,  finding  there  was  so  much  delay  in  sending 
it  up,  he  had  believed  the  report.  He  added,  "  Si  mette  tan- 
to  di  mistero  negli  afl"ari  semplici,  that  people  are  led  to  be- 
lieve that  there  is  something  concealed  which  they  are  afraid 
should  be  known,  and  which  makes  others  suspect  that  some- 
thing bad  is  going  on."  He  added,  however,  that  since  this 
explanation  oi'  mine,  he  did  not  give  any  credit  to  the  report, 
and  desired  me  to  tell  you  so.  Before  I  saw  him  Cipriani  had 
also  told  him  what  you  had  said,  and  the  Admiral  had  con- 
tradicted it  to  him.     I  told  him  that  the  delay  in  sending  it 
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up  was  caused  by  the  man  who  brought  it  being  so  ill  as  to 
be  unable  to  leave  the  ship  ;  and  that  the  Governor  was 
anxious  to  see  him,  and  get  all  the  information  possibfe  from 
[him]  concerning  the  business,  prior  to  sending  it  up. 

I  remain  yours,  most  truly,  Barry  E.  O'Meaea. 

I  will  be  obliged  to  you  for  the  "  Batttle  of  Waterloo"  you 
were  so  good  as  to  promise  me. 


Ship  Baring,  St.  Helena,  June  23,  1816. 
Your  Honor — I  have  brought  a  bust  of  young  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  out  from  England  to  be  presented  to  his  father,  if 
your  Honor  would  allow  me.  The  way  I  came  by  it :  I  hap- 
pened to  go  into  a  gentleman's  counting-house,  and  saw  this 
bust  or  miniature  standing  on  his  mantlepiece  ;  I  then  wished 
I  was  coming  here,  and  I  would  take  it.  This  gentleman 
told  me  I  might  take  it ;  and  any  thing  he  would  give  me 
for  it,  I  should  have  one  half,  and  him  the  other  half  ^  I 
asked  Captain  Lamb  if  he  would  speak  to  your  Honor  about 
it.  I  had  a  note  and  letter  of  recommendation,  which  [ 
gave  to  Captain  Lamb  on  the  30th  of  May.  He  told  me  he 
gave  the  letter  to  your  Honor,  and  you  would.  On  the  8th 
of  June  Captain  Lamb  told  me  that  the  box  it  was  inclosed 
in  went  to  your  Honor's  house.  On  the  9th  I  pulled  it  asun- 
der to  wash  it,  and  examine  it,  so  as  nothing  could  be  con- 
cealed in  it;  and  on  the  10th  Captain  Lamb  told  me  there 
was  a  gentleman  come  on  board  for  the  box,  so  I  delivered  it 
to  him.^  Since  that  time  I  can  not  get  the  least  intelligence 
of  it.  I  asked  Captain  Lamb  if  I  could  have  permission  to 
go  on  shore.  He  told  me  I  could  not ;  by  your  Honor's  par- 
ticular orders  I  could  not.     I  am  but  a  poor  man ;  and  have 

'  As  this  account  was  obviously  untrue,  three  interrogatories  were 
put  to  Rethwick,  which  he  thus  answered  upon  oath : — "  Have  you 
read  this  Itahan  letter  from  M.  Beaggini !" — "  Yes  ;  it  was  wrote  and 
read  before  me  in  the  countingho-use  in  London."  "  What  was  your 
object  in  stating  in  your  letter  the  mode  the  bust  was  obtained  1" — 
"  To  enable  me  to  make  the  best  bargain  I  could  find  for  it."  "  How 
lono-  had  the  bust  been  in  London  1" — "About  two  months  before,  I 
suppose." 

2  It  is  clear  that  Rethwick  here  makes  some  confusion  in  dates  ;  for, 
if  Captain  Lamb  told  him  on  the  8(/(  that  the  box  liad  gone  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's house,  he  could  not  have  told  him  on  the  10<A  that  a  gentleman 
was  then  on  board  who  had  come  for  the  box,  to  whom  Rethwick  de-. 
livered  it.  Most  probably  for  "  went  to  your  Honor's  House,"  Rethwick 
meant  to  say  "icoi  to  go" 
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got  some  things  to  dispose  of,  people  in  England  trusted  me 
with,  and  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  them.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  thing,  only  to  try  to  make  a  few  shillings 
of  what  I  brought  out,  if  I  could  so.  I  beg  of  your  Honor's 
goodness  if  you  would  allow  me  the  privilege  of  going  on 
shore  to  try  to  dispose  of  my  few  things  ;  and  if  I  am  guilty 
of  any  indiscretion  or  misconduct,  I  will  willingly  suffer  any 
punishment  your  Honor  might  inflict.  Now  it  is  at  your 
Honor's  option  to  do  as  you  think  proper.  I  am  your  Hon- 
or's most  obedient  servant  at  command, 

Samuel  Retherwiok. 
The  above-named  Samuel  Rethwick  came  before  me  this 
day,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  that  the  forego- 
ing statement  was  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth. 

his 

Samuel  ^  Rethwick. 

mark. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  2d  day  of  July,  1817, 

H.  Lowe. 
In  presence  of 

Thos.  H.  Brooke,  Sec.  to  Govt. 


To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.  G. 

St.  Helena,  June  19,  1817. 
My  Lord — As  the  circumstance  reported  to  your  Lordship 
in  the  letter  of  which  duplicate  is  inclosed,^  of  a  bust  of  the 
son  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  having  been  brought  to  this  island 
on  board  the  Baring  store-ship,  had  been  publicly  mention- 
ed, and  as  I  considered,  on  the  whole,  your  Lordship  would 
not  be  disposed  to  refuse  General  Bonaparte  the  gratification 
•which  the  possession  of  this  bust  might  afford  him,  I  resolved 
to  wait  upon  Count  Bertrand,  and  acquaint  him  of  its  arrival, 
showing  him  (as  it  referred  to  a  price  being  paid  for  it)  the 
Italian  letter  which  accompanied  it — acquainting  him  at  the 
same  time  of  the  very  irregular  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
brought  to  this  island,  and  that  it  was  upon  my  own  respon- 
sibility alone  (under  the  impression  it  might  prove  agreeable  to 
General  Bonaparte)  I  ventured  to  dispense  with  the  observ- 
ance of  the  established  rules  on  the  occasion.  Count  Ber- 
trand said  he  had  no  doubt  the  bust  would  give  great  satis- 
faction, and  I  sent  it  up  the  following  day.  The  box  which 
contained  it,  and  the  bust  itself,  were  previously  examined, 

'  Dispatch  dated  June  8,  1817,  p   433  ante. 
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and  nothing  observed  to  create  any  suspicion  of  a  plot  or  in- 
trigue further  than  what  the  letter  regarding  it  may  furnish 
conjecture  for.  The  bust  was  about  half  the  natural  size, 
and  had  the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  sculptured  on  it,  and 
with  the  name  of  Napoleon  Francois.  The  artist's  name  was 
not  expressed,  but  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  the  work  of  a 
very  superior  one.  Two  days  after  I  had  sent  it  up  to  Count 
Bertrand,  I  received  a  note  from  him  remarkable  for  its  short- 
ness, inclosing  a  letter  to  Captain  Lamb,  commander  of  the 
Baring,  requesting  hinx  to  come  to  Longwood  to  receive  the 
"  Emperor's"  thanks  for  having  brought  it  here.  As  Captain 
Lamb  (who  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Navy)  knew  nothing 
of  the  bust  having  been  introduced  on  board  his  ship,  I  wrote 
an  answer  to  Count  Bertrand,  mentioning  this  circumstance. 
Another  note  followed  from  him,  begging  the  letter  might  still 
be  sent.  The  short  correspondence  that  ensued  is  contained 
in  the  annexed  inclosure.  The  whole  appears  evidently  the 
dictate  of  that  jealous  suspicion  which  marks  the  general  pro- 
ceeding at  Longwood.  1  however  allowed  the  note  to  go  to 
Captain  Lamb,  who  went  to  Count  Bertrand's  and  had  to 
endure  a  long  interrogatory  from  him  without  seeing  General 
Bonaparte.  He  was  hardly  believed  when  he  said  that  he  had 
not  himseif  taken  charge  of  the  bust.  Was  asked  whether  I 
had  not  intended  to  keep  it  back  altogether,  and  spoken  of 
breaking  it  to  pieces.  To  all  which  Captain  Lamb  replied 
in  the  most  proper  manner,  saying,  that  if  I  intended  to  keep 
it  back  I  had  only  to  mention  my  intention  to  him,  when  the 
bust  would  of  course  not  have  been  landed.  Count  Bertrand 
then  asked  Captain  Lamb  if  he  could  not  see  the  per«n  who 
brought  the  bust ;  to  which  he  very  properly  replied  that  the 
man  was  sick,  and  that  at  all  events  he  could  do  nothing  with- 
out my  directions.  I  am  still  uncertain  whether  he  means  to 
offer  payment  for  it.     I  have,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 


To  Lieut. -Geneeal  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Longwood,  July  2,  1817. 
Dear  Sir — With  respect  to  the  information  mentioned  in 
the  letter  to  Captain  Poppleton  which  you  are  desirous  of 
obtaining,  I  am  totally  unable  to  furnish  it  to  you,  as  the 
day  you  communicated  to  Count  Bertrand  (10th  June)  that 
the  article  in  question  had  arrived.  General  Bonaparte  sent 
for  me  after  you  had  gone,  and  asked  me  why  I  did  not  tell 
him  of  it  prior  to  your  having  done  so  (after  having  first 
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asked  me  whether  I  knew  of  it  before,  to  which  I  replied  in 
the  affirmative).  I  answered,  that,  as  I  supposed  every  day 
it  would  be  sent  up,  I  had  not  thought  necessary  to  antici- 
pate it.  He  then  said  that  he  had  known  of  it  for  several 
days,  and  known  a  great  deal  more  about  it  than  what  had 
been  mentioned  by  you  to  Bertrand. 

With  respect  to  the  man  Radovich,  he  said  that  he  con- 
sidered it  as  an  insult,  as  it  was  unsought  for  upon  his  part ; 
that  the  offer  had  come  from  you  at  Plantation  House  to 
Bertrand,  who  had  declined  speaking  to  the  man  there,  as  he 
had  gone  to  Plantation  House  to  pay  a  visit  to  Lord  Amherst, 
and  for  no  other  purpose  ;  that  he  conceived  your  having 
voluntarily  made  the  offer,  and  afterward  having  sent  the 
man  to  Longwood  with  a  restriction  until  then  unknown  or 
unemployed,  as  an  insult.  He  also  observed,  that  it  made 
him  suspect  there  was  something  bad  and  mysterious  in  it, 
which  it  was  wished  to  conceal,  and  that  the  report  of  the 
breaking  of  the  statue  having  been  advised  was  not  without 
foundation ;  and  nothing  I  could  say  appeared  to  alter  his 
opinion.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

B.  E.  O'Mbara. 


[In  conseqjience  of  some  reports,  Rethwick  was  again  interrogated  on 
oath  on  the  19th  of  July.] 

Q,.  It  has  been  reported  that  you  suffered  a  loss  in  the  sale 
of  different  articles  you  brought  hither,  in  consequence  of  not 
being  permitted  to  come  on  shore.  To  whom  did  you  make 
this  stsflfement  ? — A.  I  never  mentioned  it  to  a  single  soul 
except  to  Captain  Poppleton  at  Longwood.  Madame  Ber- 
trand was  in  the  room.  I  said  to  Captain  Poppleton,  "  I 
wish  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  bust,  because  I  had  a  few 
things  1  had  brought  for  sale,  and  I  was  obliged  to  sell  them 
on  board  instead  of  on  shore." 

Gt.  Were  you  not  ill  when  you  came  here  ? — A.  I  was  ill 
a  week  before  I  came  here  and  two  weeks  after. 

Q,.  How  soon  did  you  come  on  shore  after  you  were  well  ? 
— A.  About  seven  days  after  I  was  well,  when  I  wrote  the 
Governor  a  letter,  and  three  days  afterward  I  landed. 

Gl.  After  having  landed  and  seen  the  Governor,  had  you 
any  difficulty  in  selling  your  goods  ? — A.  I  sold  the  things 
before  I  had  landed. 

Gl.  What  loss  did  you  sustain  on  your  investment  ? — A. 
The  articles  cost  me  about   .£115.     I   might  have  gained 
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about  £20  in  selling  them  if  I  had  brought  them  on  shore 
instead  of  disposing  of  them  on  board. 

his 
(Marked)  Samuel  +  Radowioh. 

mark. 

The  Deposition  of  Capt.un  John  LiwB,  Commander  of  the  ship  Baring, 
taken  before  Sik  Hudson  Lowe,  his  Majesty's  principalJustice  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  Island  of  St.  Helena : 

Gl.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  order  or  message  from  me,  or 
from  any  person  acting  in  my  name,  or  from  any  officer  of  my 
staff,  directing  any  thing  whatever  to  be  done  with  the  bust 
you  brought  hither,  until  you  received  my  directions  to  land 
it  for  the  purpose  of  its  being  sent  to  LongwOod  ? — A.  Sir 
Thomas  Reade,  whom  I  informed  of  having  the  bust  on  board 
the  day  after  I  arrived  here,  recommended  me  to  have  it  put 
in  my  cabin  for  security  to  prevent  its  being  landed  until  the 
Governor  gave  directions  concerning  it.  Those  directions 
were  to  send  it  to  the  Castle,  which  was  done  accordingly  a 
few  days  afterward  ;  the  man  who  brought  it  having  been  ill 
of  apoplexy  and  delirious,  and  therefore  not  able  to  give  a 
correct  account  of  it :  liis  head  was  shaved  during  the  time 
the  bust  was  on  board  at  this  anchorage. 

Q.  It  is  unnecessary  to  ask  you,  after  the  above  evidence, 
whether  any  directions  were  ever  given  you  for  breaking  the 
bust  to  pieces  ;  but  you  are  required  to  state  distinctly  upon 
oath  whether  such  directions,  or  intimation  of  any  design  or 
intention  of  that  kind,  were  made  known  to  you  ? — A.  None. 

Q,.  Have  you  ever  heard  such  a  report  ? — A.  Yes  ;  I  think 
on  the  morning  of  my  visit  to  Long  wood.  Captain  Poppleton 
mentioned  that  such  a  belief  existed  among  the  French  people 
at  Longwood,  and  Madame  Bertrand  inquired  if  it  was  not 
intended  to  keep  the  bust  from  them.  I  replied  that,  if  such 
an  intention  had  existed,  a  notification  from  his  Excellency 
would  have  been  sufficient,  and  that,  as  such  had  not  been 
given,  I  imagined  the  intention  could  not  have  existed. 

Q,.  Had  you  heard  the  report  of  an  intention  to  break  the 
bust  to  pieces  before  you  went  to  Longwood  ? — A.  I  believe 
not,  because  I  was  surprised  on  hearing  it  there. 

Q,.  You  have  heard  it  spoken  of  elsewhere,  then  ? — A.  Yes  ; 
repeatedly  since  my  visit  to  Longwood  ;  but  I  certainly  think 
I  did  not  hear  it  before.  John  Lamb. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  July,  1817.      H.  Lowe. 
In  the  presence  of  Thomas  H.  Beooke, 

Secretary  to  Government. 
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To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.  G. 

St.  Helena,  July  3,  1817. 
My  Lord — In  reference  to  former  communications  respect- 
ing the  bust  of  the  son  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  which  was 
brought  to  this  island,  I  do  mj'self  the  honor  to  further  inform 
your  Lordship  that  the  man  who  brought  it,  having  recovered 
from  his  illness,  addressed  a  letter  to  me,  of  which  copy  is 
inclosed.  On  the  occasion  of  Count  Bertrand's  coming  to  my 
house  to  pay  a  visit  to  Lord  Amherst,  I  directed  the  man 
to  bo  in  attendance,  and  told  Count  Bertrand  he  was  there 
and  might  speak  to  him  ;  but  he  said  he  would  be  obliged  to 
me  if  I  would  send  the  man  to  Longwood.  I  sent  the  man 
that  same  day  thither,  with  a  note  to  Captain  Poppleton  the 
orderly  officer,  saying  he  was  to  be  admitted  to  speak  to  Count 
Bertrand,  but  desiring  Captain  Poppleton  to  be  present  at  the 
interview  between  them.  The  man  went,  and  I  received  the 
following  morning  a  report  from  Captain  Poppleton,  of  which 
copy  is  annexed.'  His  proceeding  met  my  perfect  approval, 
and,  having  sent  to  inquire  from  him  as  well  as  Dr.  O'Meara 
respecting  the  person  who  could  have  reported  to  General 
Bonaparte  that  it  was  projected  to  break  the  bust  in  pieces, 
I  received  an  answer  from  Dr.  O'Meara,  of  which  copy  is 
also  annexed.  Having  again  interrogated  the  man,  he  volun- 
tarily consented  to  talce  oath  before  me  of  the  truth  of  the 
relation  he  had  given,  and  annexed  to  his  letter,  which  is 
sworn  to,  are  his  answers  to  some  questions  put  to  him  by 
me,  given  in  the  same  solemn  manner.  The  pretension  of 
being  admitted  to  speak  privately  to  a  foreign  sailor,  who 
came  to  this  island  under  circumstances  of  much  suspicion, 
does  not,  I  feel  persuaded,  require  any  comment  from  me  ; 
but  it  shows  the  impossibility,  more  strongly  almost  than  any 
thing  which  has  occurred  since  my  arrival  in  this  island,  of 
establishing  any  medium  by  which  I  can  reconcile  the  execu- 
tion of  my  duty  with  the  regards  I  have  been  instructed  and* 
am  desirous  to  show  to  the  individual. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


A  Mr.  Filippo  Radovitch,  Maitre-Canonnier  a  bord 
Du  Baring. 
J'ai  refu,  Monsieur,  le  buste  en  marbre  du  petit  Napo- 
leon.     Je  I'ai  remis  a  son  pere ;   il  lui  a  fait  le  plus  sensible 

'  Captain  Poppleton's  letter  has  been  given  in  the  text  of  the  narrative. 
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plaisir.  Je  regrette  que  vous  n'ayez  pas  pu  venir  nous  voir, 
et  nous  donner  quelques  details  qui  sont  toujours  interessants 
pour  un  pere,  dans  la  situation  des  choses.  Des  lettres  que 
vous  avez  envoyees  il  resulte  que  I'artiste  evalue  a  cent  livres 
sterling  la  valeur  de  son  ouvrage.  L'Empereur  m'a  ordonne 
de  vous  faire  passer  un  bon  de  trois  cent  livres  sterling ;  le 
surplus  sera  pour  vous  indemniser  de  la  perte  qu'il  sait  que 
vous  avez  eprouvee  dans  la  vente  de  votre  pacotille,  n'ayant 
pu  debarquer,  et  des  tracasseries  que  vous  a  occasionnees  cet 
evenement  pourtant  bien  simple,  et  que  devait  vous  meriter 
de  la  consideration  de  la  part  de  tout  homme  sensible.  Veuil- 
lez  faire  agreer  les  remerciements  de  I'Empereur  aux  per- 
sonnes  qui  vous  ont  donne  cet  aimable  commission. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c.  Le  Comte  Bertrand. 

P.S.   Je  vous  prie  de  m'accuser  reception  de  la  lettre  de 
charge  ci-jointe. 

Bertrand. 


To  General  Count  Bertrand. 

Castle,  James  Town,  July  26,  1817. 
Sir — The  letter  you  have  inclosed  to  me  for  the  foreigner 
named  Radovitch,  employed  as  a  gunner  on  board  the  Baring 
store-ship,  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office 
in  London.  The  bill  will  proceed  with  the  letter,  but  a  cer- 
tificate is  given  to  the  man  in  order  that  he  or  his  agents  may 
apply  in  London  for  it.  On  perusing  the  contents  of  this 
letter  I  have  been  struck  with  much  surprise  at  the  following 
paragraph  :  "  Je  regrette  que  vous  n'ayez  pas  pu  venir  nous 
voir."  I  must  beg  to  recall  to  your  recollection  that,  pursuant 
to  your  own  desire,  expressed  to  me  in  the  presence  of  Lord 
Amherst,  this  man,  to  whom  you  timv  state  your  regret  at  his 
not  being  allowed  to  come  and  see  you,  was  permitted,  on  your 
asking  it,  to  go  to  Longwood  ;  that  he  was  in  your  own  house 
and  there  spoke  to  the  Countess  Bertrand  ;  that  it  was  upon 
the  information  given  in  her  presence  the  reflections  you  are 
the  instrument  of  conveying,  on  my  line  of  proceeding,  as  Gov- 
ernor of  this  island,  are  founded  ;  that  no  permission  was  ever 
asked  subsequently  either  by  himself  or  you  for  his  again 
visiting  you.  I  am  further  to  observe  that  the  information, 
given  by  the  man  himself,  that  he  was  not  permitted  to  come 
on  shore,  is  also  incorrect ;  for,  from  the  time  he  addressed  a 
letter  to  me,  stating  the  circumstances  under  which  he  came 
in  possession  of  the  bust,  he  was  admitted  to  land,  and  has 
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been  frequently  since  ashore,  enjoying  a  facility  in  this  respect 
which  no  ibreigner  coming  to  this  island  of  his  station  had 
before  possessed.  Viewing  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
the  calumniating  reports  and  reflections  to  which  it  has 
given  rise,  and  the  letter  you  forwarded  for  the  man,  traduc- 
ing the  authority  through  which  you  addressed  him,  I  shall 
state  the  whole  particulars  to  my  Government,  that  it  may 
make  its  own  reflections  upon  them.  1  think,  at  the  same 
Lime,  the  occasion  an  appropriate  one  in  discharge  of  my  own 
iluty  for  inclosing  some  extracts  from  my  instructions,  the 
purport  of  the  two  former  of  which  has  been  already  ex- 
plained to  General  Bonaparte  ;  and  for  that  of  the  latter  no 
opportunity  has  before  presented  itself 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  80. 
To  Lieut. -Geneeal  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Colonial  Office,  August  19,  1817. 

Sir — I  have  received  and  laid  beibre  the  Prince  Regent 
your  dispatches  of  the  dates  and  numbers  specified  in  the 
margin.  I  am  commanded  by  his  Royal  Highness  to  signify  to 
you  his  approbation  of  your  conduct  in  sending  to  General 
Bonaparte  the  bust  of  his  son.  The  suspicious  circumstances, 
however,  under  which  it  arrived  at  St.  Helena,  as  detailed  in 
your  dispatch,  were  sufficient  to  make  you  pause  before  you  de- 
termined to  transmit  it  to  the  General.  Had  the  package 
contained  any  thing  less  interesting  to  him  in  his  private 
character  as  a  father,  the  clandestine  manner  with  which  it 
appears  to  have  been  introduced  on  board  the  vessel  would 
have  been  a  sufficient  reason  for  withholding  the  delivery  of 
it  at  least  for  a  much  longer  period. 

The  French  embassador  has  informed  me  that  he  had  some 
intimation  of  its  having  been  sent,  but  that  he  received  the 
intelligence  long  after  the  sailing  of  the  vessel.  I  am  not 
disposed  to  participate  in  the  apprehensions  with  whicli  ho 
has  been  impressed,  that  letters  were  conveyed  within  il. 
No  doubt,  however,  can  be  entertained  that  attempts  are 
making  at  clandestine  communications,  which  will  be  much 
encouraged  if  it  be  once  understood  that  your  vigilance  abates. 
The  turbulent  and  seditious,  in  this  as  well  as  in  every  other 
country,  look  to  the  escape  of  General  Bonaparte  as  that 
which  would  at  once  give  life  and  activity  to  the  revolutionary 
spirit  which  has  been  so  long  formidable  to  the  best  interests 
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of  Europe,  and  which  they  have  all  a  common  object  in  en- 
deavoring to  revive. 

The  manner  in  virhich  General  Bonaparte  received  your 
kindness  and  attention  in  the  delivery  of  the  bust,  arriving, 
as  he  knew  it  did,  contrary  to  the  established  regulations, 
and  under  circumstances  so  very  suspicious,  was  by  no  means 
vi'hat  you  had  a  right  to  expect ;  but  I  confess  to  you  that  I 
begin  not  to  regret  as  much  as  I  did  the  ill  return  which  is 
made  to  your  acts  of  indulgence.  It  would  certainly  be  much 
more  gratifying  to  you,  but  possibly  more  dangerous  to  the 
due  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  you,  if  General  Bona- 
parte accepted  them  in  a  very  different  manner. 

You  have,  I  am  confident,  too  much  generosity  of  mind  to 
be  provoked  into  hard  usage  by  the  sullen  and  sour  humor  of 
a  fallen  leader  ;  but  you  must  have  seen,  as  well  as  I,  that 
his  peculiar  talent  for  cajolery  will  seduce  very  intelligent 
men  from  that  strict  line  of  conduct  which  I  am  sure  they 
would  otherwise  have  observed  in  all  their  communications 
with  him. 

You  have  judged  right  in  transmitting  to  Longwood  the 
different  articles  sent  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  and 
Lady  Holland,  although  they  have  not  come  by  the  regular 
channel.  The  sweetmeats  to  General  Bonaparte,  and  the 
little  presents  to  Madame  Bertrand's  children,  were  acts  of 
kind  and  amiable  attention,  calculated  to  afford  very  harmless 
gratification. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  Lord  Holland  should  have  sent  his 
own  "  Life  of  Lopez,"  choicely  bound,  to  General  Bonaparte  ; 
but  the  Latin  inscription  written  within  the  book,  and  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  present  of  Robertson's  historical  works, 
which  are  in  every  body's  hands,  and  the  care  taken  by  his 
Grace  that  each  volume  should  be  marked  as  coming  from 
him,  can  be  considered  in  no  other  than  a  political  light — as 
a  testimony  (at  least  uncalled  for)  of  respect  and  admiration 
for  the  public  life  and  character  of  General  Bonaparte.  Such 
flattering  advances  made  by  two  British  peers,  each  having 
held  a  distinguished  office  in  the  State,  must  have  a  sensible 
effect  on  the  restless  and  aspiring  temper  of  the  individual  to 
whom  the}'  were  addressed,  and  may  prevent  him  from  rec- 
onciling himself  to  his  present  situation,  by  exciting  visionary 
hopes,  and  exposing  him  to  the  anxiety  of  continued  disap- 
pointment. 

That  General  Bonaparte  should  wish  to  convey  a  gracious 
message  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Holland,  in  return 
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for  their  spontaneous  tributes  of  respect,  is  what  might  be 
expected,  and  the  excuse  was  not  very  obvious  for  refusing  to 
execute  the  commission  ;^  but  this  reciprocation  of  compli- 
ments forms  another  objection  to  such  transactions. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  guard  against  the  mischief  which 
might  arise  if  this  description  of  intercourse  were  repeated  and 
extended,  it  may  be  expedient  for  you  to  lay  down  this  rule — 
that,  in  those  cases  where  you  see  no  objection  to  transmit  to 
General  Bonaparte  the  articles  which  may  be  sent  to  him 
(and  in  this  I  do  not  wish  you  to  be  difficult),  you  will  never- 
theless take  measures  for  withholding  the  names  of  those  indi- 
viduals who  thus  volunteer  their  demonstrations  of  admiration 
for  his  character  and  conduct.  You  will,  however  by  no 
means  apply  this  rule  to  any  articles  which  may  come  to 
General  Bonaparte  from  his  own  relations  :  he  has  a  strong 
claim  upon  their  gratitude,  and  a  natural  one  upon  their 
affections.  In  them  such  attentions  are  creditable,  and  can 
not  but  be  soothing  and  consolatory  to  one  in  his  situation. 
I  have  only  to  approve  of  your  having  withheld  Cobbett's  in- 
flammatory papers,  which  were  sent  at  the  same  time  (to  say 
the  least  of  it),  very  inconsiderately,  by  Lord  Holland, 

I  have  the  honor,  &o.  Bathuest. 


No.  81. 
To  Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

DoWNINO-STREET,   LoNDON,  AugUSt  25,    1817. 

Sir — It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  state  of  the 
house  at  Longwood  is  such  that  it  can  not  be  expected,  vnth- 
out  some  considerable  alteration  or  repair,  to  be  for  a  much 
longer  period  a  fit  or  convenient  residence  for  General  Bona- 
parte. It  becomes  therefore  necessary  that  I  should  instruct 
you  to  ascertain,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  how  far  this 
representation  is  correct,  in  order  that  the  necessary  measures 
may  be  taken  for  the  repair  or  improvement  of  the  building. 

Should  it  appear  to  you,  upon  proper  inquiry,  that  the  re- 
pair of  the  building  can  not  be  safely  deferred,  or  that  it  will 
soon  be  necessary,  as  I  am  informed  that  it  will,  partially  to 
rebuild  it,  you  will  draw  up  a  statement  of  what  is  thought 
requisite  to  render  it  a  comfortable  residence,  and  accompany 
it  with  a  plan  of  the  additions  and  alterations  which  you 
propose  to  make,  and  which  you  will  easily  furnish  from  the 

'  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  (Jeclined  to  convey  Bonaparte's  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Holland. 
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plans  sent  ovit  to  you  of  the  building  originally  proposed  to  be 
erected  for  his  residence.  In  transmitting  it  officially  to  Gen- 
eral Bertrand,  for  General  Bonaparte's  consideration  and  ap- 
proval, you  will  acquaint  him  that,  in  order  to  relieve  General 
Bonaparte  from  the  inconvenience  of  having  workmen  in  the 
house,  you  are  instructed  to  offer  him  the  house  of  General 
Bertrand  as  a  temporary  residence,  until  the  alterations  and 
repairs  are  completed  ;  making  such  other  arrangement  for 
the  comfortable  accommodation  elsewhere  of  General  Ber- 
trand's  family  in  the  interim  as  the  means  at  your  disposal 
will  admit.  Should  General  Bonaparte  suggest  any  altera- 
tion of  the  plan  submitted  to  him,  you  will,  as  far  as  possible, 
attend  in  every  respect  to  his  suggestions  ;  and,  should  he 
decline  quitting  the  residence  during  the  time  that  the  repairs 
are  going  on,  you  will  be  careful  to  get  them  executed  in  such 
a  manner  as  may  expose  him  to  the  least  possible  inconven- 
ience ;  but,  in  the  event  of  his  objecting  to  the  repairs  which 
are  required,  or  refusing  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  plan 
transmitted  to  him,  you  will  not  on  that  account  delay,  from 
a  regard  to  his  present  opinions,  executing  such  repairs  as 
may  be  necessary  to  render  the  residence  comfortable,  and  to 
remove  all  possibility  of  future  complaint  on  his  part  as  to 
the  dilapidated  state  in  which  the  house  assigned  for  his 
habitation  has  been  permitted  to  fall. 

In  the  event  of  the  house  appearing  on  inquiry  to  require 
no  material  repair,  you  will  of  course  abstain  from  making 
any  such  proposition  to  General  Bertrand  on  the  subject  until 
the  state  of  the  building  shall  appear  to  you  to  render  such  a 
measure  necessary.     I  have,  &e. 

Bathurst. 


No.  82. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

"  Downing  Street,  August  26,  1817. 
Sir — I  have  understood  that  Dr.  O'Meara  has  intimated 
an  intention  of  returning  from  St.  Helena ;  and  as  I  origin- 
ally expressed  to  you,  soon  after  your  departure  from  this 
country,  an  anxious  wish  that  he  might  not  be  permitted  to 
remain  about  the  person  of  General  Bonaparte,  I  consider  it 
not  improbable  that  you  may  on  that  account  feel  less  diffi- 
culty in  giving  your  consent  to  any  application  which  he 
may  make  for  leave  to  return  to  England.  I  think  it  there- 
fore rio-ht  to  apprise  you  that,  although  I  then  wished  that 
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a  person  of  his  questionable  character  should  not  be  placed  in 
so  confidential  a  situation,  yet  I  can  not  but  feel  now  that 
his  leaving  General  Bonaparte,  after  having  been  so  long 
attached  to  his  person,  and  become  so  perfectly  acquainted 
with  his  temper,  habits,  and  constitution,  might  he  attended, 
in  many  points  of  view,  with  great  inconvenience,  and  might 
be  disagreeable  even  to  the  General  himself.  If,  therefore. 
Dr.  O'Meara  should  express  any  intention  of  returning  to 
England,  you  will,  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  discourage 
such  a  proposal ;  and,  in  the  event  of  his  applying  for  leave, 
you  will  inform  him  that  you  can  not  consent  to  his  depart- 
ure until  you  shall  have  received  instructions  on  the  subject 
from  home. 

If  Dr.  O'Meara  had  been  persuaded  by  you  to  accept  his 
present  situation,  he  might  perhaps  have  some  ground  of  com- 
plaint at  your  declining  an  immediate  compliance  with  his 
request  to  resign  it ;  but  as  his  attendance  on  General  Bona- 
parte was  his  voluntary  act,  and  as  I  was  induced  to  sanction 
it  in  consequence  of  your  representations  in  his  favor,  I  do  not 
consider  that  he  can  have  any  just  reason  to  expect  that  he 
should  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw  from  such  a  duty  at  the  mo- 
ment the  most  convenient  to  himself,  without  reference  to  the 
considerations  which  may  render  his  stay  in  the  island  for  a 
certain  period  an  object  of  importance. 

I  am,  Sir,  &o.  Bathurst. 


No,  83. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

CoLONUL  Office,  August  26,  1817, 
Sir — Among  the  letters  addressed  by  the  attendants  of 
General  Bonaparte  to  their  correspondents  in  Europe,  and 
transmitted  by  you  to  this  department,  there  is  one  from  Gen- 
eral Bertrand  to  Madame  Ludekerke  at  Brussels,  which  has 
excited  Lord  Bathurst's  observation.  The  object  of  it  is  to 
secure,  through  the  intervention  of  that  lady,  the  purchase 
of  the  several  political  publications  which  have  appeared  in 
that  city  during  the  year  1816,  and  the  monthly  transmission 
of  them  to  St.  Helena.  Although  Lord  Bathurst  has  no  in- 
disposition to  gratify  the  curiosity  which  General  Bertrand 
may  naturally  he  supposed  to  feel  with  respect  to  the  state 
and  feelings  of  the  different  political  parties  in  France,  yet 
his  Lordship  does  not  consider  it  necessary  to  General  Ber- 
trand's  object,  nor  convenient  on  other  grounds,  to  adopt  the 
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mode  of  communication  which  he  has  pointed  out  in  his  letter. 
Lord  Bathurst  has  therefore  forborne  to  transmit  the  letter  in 
question;  and  has  directed  me  to  return  to  you  the  bill  inclosed 
(which  is  only  payable  to  Madame  Ludekerke),  in  order  to 
its  being  restored  to  General  Bertrand.  On  the  other  hand, 
his  Lordship  has  given  directions  for  the  monthly  purchase, 
according  to  the  direction  in  his  letter,  of  the  political  pam- 
phlets which  have  appeared  in  the  year  1816,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  party  whose  principles  they  may  profess  to  sup- 
port, and  will  take  care  that  they  shall  be  regularly  trans- 
mitted to  you  for  General  Bertrand's  use,  with  an  account  of 
the  sums  expended  in  the  purchase  of  them,  which  sums 
may,  from  time  to  time,  be  repaid  to  you  by  General  Bertrand 
in  any  manner  the  most  convenient  to  himself 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Heney  Goxtlburn. 


No.  84. 

To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Loave,  K.C.B. 
(Private  and  confidential.) 

Pdlteney  Heath,  September  1,  1817. 

Mv  DEAR  General — As  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  has  not,  in 
any  of  his  communications  with  me,  referred  to  the  differences 
which  you  state  to  have  existed  between  you  and  him,  I 
have  neither  begun  the  conversation  with  him,  nor  have  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  open  the  cover  which  contained  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  you.  You 
will  judge  of  the  disposition  which  he  has  on  this  subject 
when  I  tell  you  that,  in  his  audience  with  the  Prince  Regent, 
he  expressed  himself  in  terms  of  great  commendation  of  your 
conduct. 

It  must  be  expected  that,  as  the  number  of  persons  arriving 
from  St.  Helena  increases,  and  will  be  much  augmented  by 
the  return  of  the  two  regiments  from  thence,  many  reports 
will  be  afloat  concerning  the  treatment  of  General  Bonaparte, 
and  there  are  many  persons  in  this  country  who  will  give 
currency  to  any  misrepresentation  or  exaggeration  of  the 
regulations  which  may  be  made  concerning  them,  in  order  to 
impress  upon  the  public  the  belief  that  the  General  is  treated 
with  an  unnecessary  severity  of  restraint. 

I  am  confident  that  the  spirit  of  aU  the  existing  regulations 
will  be  found  on  examination  to  be  no  more  than  what  is  expe- 
dient ;  but  men  are  very  apt  to  be  carried  away  by  some 
triflino-  instance  of  what  they  consider  a  hardship,  and  then 
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become  disposed  to  condemn  in  the  gross  the  regulations 
•which  they  would  otherwise  have  approved.  As  Bonaparte's 
treatment  will,  therefore,  be  a  subject  on  which  the  feelings  of 
the  public  may  be  much  practiced,  it  will  be  better  to  recon- 
sider the  different  complaints  which  have  been  made,  in  order 
to  see  whether  the  plausibility  of  some  of  them  may  not  make  it 
prudent  to  gaurd  against  their  effect  on  the  public  by  adopting 
some  reasonable  and  slight  modifications  on  the  subject. 

It  is  with  this  view  I  have  sent  you  an  instruction  with 
regard  to  the  General's  house,  which  he  appears  to  be  anx- 
ious should  continue  indifferent,  in  order  that  its  state  may 
be  represented  as  an  unnecessary  hardship,  which  it  certainly 
would  be  if  the  delay  on  this  point  had  not  been  one  of  his 
own  contrivance. 

You  will  also  receive  a  private  letter  fromi  Mr.  Goulburn 
on  the  great  inconvenience  to  which  he  is  said  to  be  exposed 
by  the  quantity  of  rats  with  which  his  house  is  infested. 
There  is  something  so  ludicrous  in  a  fallen  leader's  complaint 
on  such  a  subject,  and  is  one  so  little  in  unison  with  the 
animal's  alleged  sagacity,  that  it  is  not  a  topic  likely  from 
choice  to  be  brought  forward  as  a  grievance  ;  but  the  number 
of  these  animals  may  amount  to  be  a  real  one  ;  and  although 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  increase  is  ovving  to  the 
negligence  of  his  servants,  in  which  he  is  very  willing  to  en- 
courage them,  yet  it  is  fit  on  every  account  that  the  subject 
should  be  examined  and  a  proper  remedy  applied. 

Communications  appear  to  have  passed  between  the  Gen- 
eral and  you,  chiefly,  I  think,  through  Dr.  O'Meara,  respect- 
ing an  extension  of  the  limits  within  which  he  might  range 
without  being  attended  by  a  British  officer ;  and  it  appears 
as  if  you  had  been  willing  to  restore  him  to  his  original  extent, 
with  the  exception  of  certain  houses  which  you  intended  to 
prohibit  him  from  entering,  but  that  this  propo.sition  had  drop- 
ped in  consequence  of  his  not  being  satisfied  with  it.  If  you 
see  no  objection  to  allow  him  the  proposed  extension,  his  not 
being  satisfied  with  it  is  no  reason  for  suspending  the  relaxa- 
tion any  longer. 

In  notifying  this,  or  any  other  modification  of  your  rules, 
you  had  better  confine  it  to  a  single  communication  of  the 
fact,  without  accompanying  it  with  any  intimation  of  it  being 
for  the  General's  accommodation,  as  it  will  only  provoke  from 
him  an  answer  that  he  considers  it  as  no  improvement,  or 
posssibly  a  representation  that  it  is  a  grievance  or  an  insult. 
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It  is  indeed  desirable  that  you  should  avoid  all  lengthened 
correspondence  with  his  followers.  You  do  not  meet  on  equal 
terms  ;  for  it  would  be  unseemly  in  you  to  retort  the  imperti- 
nence to  which  they  are  naturally  ( )  inclined.     There 

is  evidently  no  hope  of  your  reconciling  them  by  explanations 
to  the  regulations  you  adopt,  for  the  General  sets  off  on  the 
principle  that  you  have  no  right  to  establish  any  restraints 
upon  him,  as  you  have,  he  says,  no  right  to  treat  him  as  a 
prisoner. 

You  will,  therefore,  reserve  for  me  the  explanation  which 
their  representations  may  require,  confining  yourself  in  future 
to  dry  communications  with  his  followers,  without  making 
any  attempts  to  show  the  kindness,  or  explain  the  reason,  of 
your  conduct  toward  the  General. 

In  a  former  letter  I  suggested  to  you  that,  if  you  had  made 
any  retrenchments  on  the  expenses  of  his  table  short  of  what 
would  in  this  country  be  considered  as  liberal,  you  will  cor- 
rect what  your  desire  of  not  bringing  unnecessary  charges  on 
the  public  may  have  induced  you  to  adopt.  It  is  not  suffi- 
cient that  he  does  not  complain  of  what  he  has,  but  that  it 
should  not  appear  to  others  that  in  this  particular  there  is 
any  ground  of  complaint.  There  is  no  policy  in  depriving 
him  of  the  pleasures  of  the  table  ;  and  he  ought  to  live  as  a 
British  general  officer  would  live  who  likes  good  living. 

It  will,  I  think,  be  desirable  for  you  to  send  me  an  official 
account  of  the  allowance  of  bistable,  as  you  will  have  settled 
it  in  the  month  of  November  or  December  ;  and  also  a  general 
statement  of  the  regulations  in  actual  existence  then,  that 
I  may  be  able  to  state  them,  should  it  become  necessary.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  disposition  here  to  complain  of  his 
being  kept  tight  (except  in  those  who  wish  his  escape),  pro- 
vided he  is  allowed  to  live  well  and  is  well  lodged,  and  treated 
with  the  respect  due  to  his  misfortunes. 

And  you  will  always  recollect  that,  for  one  man  who 
would  complain  that  his  restrictions  are  too  severe,  there 
would  be  a  thousand  who  would  assert  that  they  had  been 
culpably  relaxed  if  he  were,  by  any  chance,  to  escape.  It 
only  remains  for  me  to  assure  you  that  in  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  conducted  yourself  you  have  shown  a  vigi- 
lance and  a  forbearance  which  are  highly  commendable. 
I  am,  &c.  Bathurst. 
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No.   85. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.O.B. 

Colonial  Office,  September  17,  1817. 

Sir — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  dispatches  of  the 
dates  and  numbers  noted  on  the  margin.  You  will  proceed 
to  make  use  of  the  materials  which  were  sent  out  some  time 
ago  for  constructing  a  residence  for  General  Bonaparte,  either 
by  building  a  new  house  or  by  repairing  and  adding  to  the  old 
one,  as  may  appear  to  you  most  advisable  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  If  there  be  any  spot  within  the 
limits  of  Longwood  which  offers  a  situation  more  satisfactory 
to  the  General,  as  convenient  in  other  respects,  and  equally 
adapted  for  the  security  of  his  person,  you  will  cheerfully 
accede  to  any  desire  he  may  express  that  a  new  house  should 
be  erected  there  for  him,  provided  the  building  a  new  house 
in  such  a  situation  shall  not  add  materially  to  the  expense  of 
the  edifice.  But  should  he  desire  to  have  a  house  built  with- 
out the  limits  of  Longvi'ood,  so  that  he  could  not  have  the 
same  liberty  of  taking  exercise  unattended  by  a  British  officer 
which- he  may  now  enjoy,  you  will  not  consent  to  such  a  propo- 
sition, for,  if  he  complains  of  the  restrictions  now  in  force,  he 
will  then  become  much  louder  in  his  remonstrances,  and  he 
would  not  be  sorry  to  place  you  in  this  dilemna,  either  to  enforce 
restrictions  which  might  appear  harsh,  or  to  allow  him  a  lati- 
tude which  might  become  in  time  favorable  to  his  escape. 

I  need  not  remind  yon  that  a  good  supply  of  water  is  a 
very  essential  recommendation  for  the  situation  of  any  house, 
but  is  particularly  so  for  the  residence  of  General  Bonaparte 
in  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  in  consequence  of  the  guard 
which  it  is  necessary  to  mount  for  the  security  of  his  per- 
son. In  building  a  new  house,  or  in  repairing  and  adding 
to  the  old,  you  will  look,  first,  to  the  security  of  his  person  ; 
secondly,  to  his  comfort  and  accommodation  ;  and  lastly,  to 
the  expense.  In  calling  your  attention,  however,  in  the  last 
place  to  the  expense,  I  by  no  means  intend  that  considera- 
tions of  economy  should  not  have  their  due  weight  in  govern- 
ing your  decisions  on  this  subject  ;  they  should  so  far  control 
your  solicitude  to  attend  to  his  wishes  that  the  extent  and 
accommodation  of  his  residence  should  not  exceed  what  a 
general  officer  of  the  highest  military  rank  would  be  entitled 
to  expect  if  he  were  to  be  lodged  at  the  expense  of  the  British 
Government. 

As  great  delay  and  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  General 
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Bonaparte  having  declined  to  give  any  explicit  answers  to 
the  applications  made  to  him  on  the  subject  of  his  house, 
you  will  make  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  your  instruc- 
tions to  proceed  on  the  building  are  peremptory.  If  therefore 
he  shall  decline  giving  any  ansvi'er,  or  make  any  proposition 
which  is  in  your  judgment  not  admissible,  you  will  not  sus- 
pend the  undertaking  by  any  further  reference  home,  but  will 
proceed  with  all  suitable  dispatch  on  the  plan  which  appears 
to  you  the  most  eligible. 

1  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathuest. 


No.   86. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Colonial  Office,  September  18,  1817. 
Sir — Having  had  under  my  review  the  instructions  origin- 
ally given  to  Sir  George  Cockburn  with  respect  to  the  meas- 
ures to  be  taken  in  the  event  of  General  Bonaparte's  death,  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  enforce  an  ob- 
servance of  that  part  of  them  which  requires,  in  the  event  of 
his  death,  that  the  body  of  General  Bonaparte  should  be  sent 
to  this  country  for  interment.  You  will,  therefore,  in  case 
of  such  an  event,  no  longer  consider  this  instruction  as  in 
force,  but  will  take  measures  for  burying  General  Bonaparte 
in  St.  Helena,  with  such  military  honors  as  would,  under 
similar  circumstances,  be  paid  to  a  British  general  officer. 
I  have  the  honor,  &o.  Bathurst. 


No.  87. 


A  M.  LE  Marquis  de  Montgrand,  Maire  de  la  Ville  de 
Marseille. 

A  Ste.  Helene,  Septcmbre  17,  1817. 

Monsieur  le  Marquis — .Te  viens  de  recevoir  la  lettre  que 
vous  m'avez  fait  I'honneur  de  m'adresser  en  date  du  2  Fev- 
rier  par  I'entremise  de  son  Excellence  le  Marquis  d'Osmond, 
m'annonfant  I'envoi  do  I'urne  que  le  Conseil  Municipal  de  la 
ville  de  Marseille  avait  delibere  de  m'oflrir,  confbrmement  a 
celle  presentee  a  I'Amiral  Milord  Exmouth  dans  le  mois  de 
Juillet,  1815.  ^ 

J'ai  refu  egalement  I'expedition  en  forme,  de  la  delibera- 
tion du  Conseil  Municipal  relative  au  don  de  cette  urne. 
L'interet  et  I'importance  que  j'attache  a  la  conservation  d'un 
don  si  precieux,  la  gloire  que  je  mets  a  le  transmettre  a  mon 


452  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  88. 

fils  et  a  ma  famille,  m'ont  decide  de  ne  pas  I'exposer  aux 
risques  d'un  long  Irajet  par  mer,  en  le  faisant  venir  imm6- 
diatement  ici  ;  mais  je  ne  peux  pas  oraettre  I'oocasion  ac- 
tuelle  de  vous  prier,  Monsieur  le  Marquis,  de  faire  agreer  au 
Conseil  Municipal  les  sentimens  de  vive  reconnaissance  dont 
j'ai  ete  penetre  en  voyant  ainsi  gracieusernent  distinguer  les 
services  qu'avec  mon  tres  illustre  oollaborateur  j'ai  pu  avoir 
le  bonheur  de  leur  rendre.  Je  n'oublierai  jamais,  de  I'autre 
cote,  I'accueil  spontane,  franc,  et  ouvert  que  la  noble  ville  de 
Marseille  nous  a  donne  lorsque  nous  approchames  de  se  bords ; 
ni  je  ne  connais  une  source  de  souvenirs  plus  douce,  plus  pure, 
que  de  me  rappeler  cette  confiance  parfaite,  entiere — sans 
froid  calcul  d'aucun  interet  divers,  que  nous  a  de  suite  unis 
dans  les  memes  vceux,  dans  les  memes  efforts  ;  et  oii  I'essor 
qui  avait  ete  pris  par  la  ville  de  Marseille,  avant  que  la  lutte 
des  armees  cut  rien  decide,  sera  toujours  si  glorieux  pour  son 
histoire.  Vous  m'avez  rendu  ce  souvenir  encore  plus  agre- 
able,  M.  le  Marquis,  par  I'obligeance  en  toute  fafon  avec  la- 
quelle  vous  m'avez  communique  les  sentimens  et  I'acte  du 
Conseil  Municipal  ;  et  je  vous  prie  d'etre  assure  de  ma  tres- 
sincere  reconnaissance.     J'ai  I'honneur,  &c. 

Hudson  Lowe,  Lieutenant-General. 


No.  88. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.C.B. 

St.  Helena,  September  17,  1817. 
My  Lord — The  following  subject  will  hardly  appear  to  re- 
quire my  intruding  upon  your  Lordship's  time  with  a  particu- 
lar report,  except  as  indicative  of  the  temper  and  disposition 
which  prevail  at  Longwood,  and  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
giving  satisfaction  by  any  line  whatever  that  can  be  pursued. 
In  fact,  complaint  being  the  object,  every  thing  which  can 
give  food  to  it  is  most  greedily  sought  after,  and  every  thing 
which  tends  to  remove  it  as  ungracioiisly  received.  In  the 
month  of  May  last,  being  the  commencement  of  our  winter 
season,  Dr.  O'Meara  made  known  to  me  that  complaints 
existed  at  Longwood  as  to  the  quantity  of  fuel  for  the  use  of 
the  household,  and  begged  an  increase  for  the  winter,  which 
should  consist  of  wood.  As  several  objections  exist  against 
cutting  down  the  timber  of  the  island,  and  as  brushwood  does 
not  answer  the  purpose  of  chamber  fires,  I  fixed  the  increase 
should  be  in  the  quantity  of  coals  ;  and,  calculating  upon  that 
consumed  in  my  own  house,  fixed  double  the  quantity  daily 
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for  that  of  Longwood,  with  the  addition  of  three  hundred- 
weight of  wood,  also  daily,  to  serve  for  the  fire  in  General 
Bonaparte's  own  apartment.  Major  Gorrequer  wrote  a  note 
to  Dr.  O'Meara  which  explained  the  principle  on  which  the 
allowance  was  fixed.  A  copy  is  annexed.  I  heard  nothing 
further  on  the  suhject,  and  conceived  of  course  the  quantity 
was  found  sufficient,  and  that  the  explanation  in  Major  Gor- 
requer's  note  was  quite  satisfactory.  On  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber, Captain  Blakeney,  the  orderly  officer  at  Longwood,  trans- 
mitted me  two  open  letters — one  addressed  to  Mr.  Balcomlae, 
the  purveyor,  the  other  to  Mr.  Barker,  a  contractor  for  fuel 
and  forage  on  the  island — signed  by  Cipriani,  General  Bona- 
parte's maitre-d'hotel,  but  in  the  handwriting  of  Noverraz, 
another  domestic,  to  whom  General  Bonaparte  is  frequently 
in  the  habit  of  dictating.  Copies  are  annexed.  I  caused  an 
immediate  supply  of  wood  to  he  sent  to  Longwood,  but  did 
not  forward  the  letters,  the  contents  of  which,  as  written 
from  a  servant,  appeared  to  be  in  every  respect  so  extraor- 
dinary and  improper,  as  well  as  so  contrary  to  the  actual 
truth.  I  immediately  sent  to  Dr.  O'Meara  to  ask  if  he  had 
made  known  the  contents  of  Major  Gorrequer's  note  to  him. 
He  said  he  had  made  known  the  first  part  of  it,  but  not  the 
second,  which  I  condemned,  as  it  was  that  which  explained 
the  ground  upon  which  the  allowance  had  been  made,  as  the 
explanation  had  been  given  to  him  for  communication,  and  as 
I  disapproved  his  substituting  his  own  judgment  in  the  place 
of  mine  by  not  giving  it.  I  desired  him  to  immediately  re- 
turn to  take  an  opportunity  of  explaining  it,  and  to  write 
to  Major  Gorrequer  what  passed.  I  received  in  the  mean 
time  the  following  information  from  him.  It  was  a  rainy 
and  blowing  day,  and,  though  there  was  abundance  of  coals, 
there  was  no  wood  in  the  house.  Some  shelves  were  broken 
down  and  burnt,  and  afterward  a  bedstead  brought  down  for 
the  same  purpose  from  one  of  the  servant's  apartments  by 
Noverraz.  General  Bonaparte  himself  dictated  the  two  let- 
ters, and  then  called  for  Cipriani  to  sign  them.  Cipriani,  in 
coming  out,  expressed  great  concern  to  Dr.  O'Meara  that  he 
should  have  been  called  upon  to  put  his  name  to  them,  said 
he  was  afraid  I  might  take  it  ill ;  that  if  Count  Montholon  had 
written  them,  and  desired  him  to  put  his  name  to  them,  he 
would  not  have  done  it,  but  could  not  avoid  it  when  General 
Bonaparte  had  ordered  it.  Major  Gorrequer  received  an 
answer  from  Dr.  O'Meara,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy.  It 
contains  no  argument  whatever,  either  on  the  part  of  General 
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Bonaparte  or  Count  Montholon,  which  if  made  known  in  any 
degree  whatever  would  not  have  been  immediately  attended 
to,  nor  expresses  any  want  which  I  had  not,  so  far  as  I  be- 
came informed,  provided  for.  The  most  remarkable  part  of 
Dr.  O'Meara's  letter  is  that  which  relates  to  Count  Mon- 
tholon, whose  wants  and  demands  for  himself  and  his  family 
are  unceasing,  who  has  obtained  almost  every  thing  he  has 
asked  for,  but  whose  airs  and  pretensions  in  every  way  have 
long  ceased  to  excite  any  surprise.  As  instances  of  the  same 
difficulty  in  meeting  the  views  of  the  persons  who  composed 
the  Longwood  establishment,  I  am  further  to  mention,  that, 
having  requested  Captain  Blakeney  to  acquaint  Count  Ber- 
trand  it  was  the  time  of  the  year  when  I  transmitted  to 
England  the  indent  of  provisions  and  table-stores  for  the 
island,  and  that  if  he  could  send  the  maitre-d'hotel  to  my 
secretary's  office  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of  putting 
down  a  list  of  any  particular  articles  which  he  micht  require 
for  the  house,  his  answer  was,  "  Je  ne  me  mele  pas  de  ces 
choses-la."  A  suggestion  having  been  made  to  me  by  Dr. 
O'Meara  that  General  Bonaparte  desired  some  improvements 
in  the  garden,  and  particularly  that  it  should  be  dug  up  to  be 
converted  into  a  grass-plot,  or  sowed  with  barley  or  any  thing 
that  might  appear  green,  I  directed  the  Company's  gardener 
to  go  to  Longwood  to  plan  out  what  was  necessary,  fixed  a 
regular  gardener  at  the  spot,  and  gave  an  additional  number 
of  men  to  work.  As  several  unsightly  weeds  and  shrubs 
were  on  the  ground,  I  saw  the  necessity  of  their  being  dug  up 
to  have  the  spot  properly  leveled,  as  appeared  to  have  been 
General  Bonaparte's  wish  ;  but  as  the  removal  of  any  shrub 
whatever  might  expose  him  to  observation  in  his  walks,  I 
conjectured  he  might  possibly  say,  after  it  was  done,  I  had 
removed  them  on  purpose.  Both  Count  Bertrand  and  Count 
Montholon  were  spoken  to,  to  give  some  direction,  but  both 
declined  offering  any  suggestion  upon  it,  and  the  gardener 
has  been  left  therefore  to  work  on  his  own  design.  Having 
mentioned  the  repugnance  of  Cipriani,  the  maitre-d'hotel,  to 
put  his  name  to  the  two  letters,  it  is  right  to  state  a  circum- 
stance still  more  strongly  in  his  favor,  which  was  only  fully 
made  known  to  me  by  Dr.  O'Meara  on  the  occasion  of  his 
giving  me  the  other  information,  viz.,  that  Santini,  when  he 
left  the  island,  was  charged  with  a  copy  of  Count  Montho- 
lon's  letter,  written  om  silk,  and  that  Cipriani  took  it  away 
from  him  and  destroyed  it.  There  appears  to  be  little  doubt 
but  that  Captain  Piontkowski  was  the  person  who  carried 
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this  letter  to  England.  Madame  Bertrand  has  said,  to  ac- 
count for  its  becoming  public,  that  Captain  Piontkowski  had 
it  all  by  heart.  His  memory  could  hardly,  however,  have 
reached  such  extraordinary  accuracy.  General  Bonaparte,  in 
speaking  of  the  publication  of  this  letter  to  Dr.  O'Meara, 
observed  "  it  was  very  creditable  to  the  British  Government 
to  allow  of  its  being  printed  ;  that  such  a  thing  could  not 
have  occurred  under  his  government  in  France." 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  89. 
On  the  26th  of  September,  1817,  Bonaparte,  who  was  then 
unwell,  sent  for  Mr.  Balcombe,  the  purveyor,  who  thus  re- 
lated what  passed,  in  a  report  to  the  Governor  : 

"  General  Bonaparte  sent  for  me  from  Madame  Bertrand, 
to  whom.  I  had  been  just  delivex'ing  a  message  from  the  Gov- 
ernor, saying  that,  as  there  were  some  silk  stockings  still  re- 
maining in  the  stores  of  the  establishment,  of  those  sent  out 
from  England  for  their  use,  if  she  or  Madame  Montholon 
wanted  any,  he  would  send  them  some.  On  my  entering  the 
room  where  General  Bonaparte  was,  in  company  with  Gen- 
eral Bertrand,  he  inquired  how  my  family  did,  and  jocosely 
asked  when  my  eldest  daughter  was  to  be  married,  as  also 
my  youngest.  He  then  changed  his  countenance  from  a  mild 
and  rather  pleasant  aspect  to  that  of  a  man  in  a  passion,  and 
began  by  saying  he  was  not  well  for  want  of  exercise  ;  that 
his  legs  were  beginning  to  swell ;  that  as  long  as  the  restric- 
tions lasted  he  could  not  take  exercise — he  wished  them  taken 
off;  he  wanted  carpets  for  his  rooms  ;  his  bedroom  was  very 
much  infested  with  rats.  The  people  of  England  supposed 
he  had  a  good  house  to  live  in.  Longwood  was  a  bad  place 
for  his  residence  ;  there  was  no  shade  from  the  sun ;  the  road 
the  Governor  had  made  for  his  rides  was  without  trees,  and 
afforded  no  shelter  from  the  sun.  That  what  the  Governor 
had  told  the  Commissioners  was  not  true.  If  he  knew  what 
articles  were  in  the  stores  of  the  establishment,  sent  out  by 
John  Bull,  and  any  person  had  orders  to  deliver  them,  he 
would  ask  for  what  he  wanted.  Had  it  not  been  for  Las 
Cases  letting  him  have  money,  he  would  have  been  very 
badly  off.  He  also  said  he  had  the  scurvy  in  the  gums  He 
had  been  obliged  to  burn  some  of  his  furniture  from  the  want 
of  firewood.  He  desired  me  to  mention  what  he  had  said  to 
the  Governor." 
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Upon  Mr.  Balcombe's  report  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  made  the 
following  observations  : 

"  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Adamant  transport  with 
stores  from  England  for  the  use  of  General  Bonaparte,  the 
Governor  called  on  Count  Bertrand  with  a  list  of  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  articles  arrived  on  board  of  that  ship,  request- 
ing he  would  make  it  known  at  Longwood  House,  and  inform 
him  what  part  of  them  would  be  acceptable  either  to  General 
Bonaparte  or  to  his  officers,  that  they  might  in  that  case  be 
sent  up.  Count  Bertrand  looked  over  the  list,  saying  that 
the  '  Emperor's'  wardrobe  was  still  sufficiently  supplied,  and 
that  he  required  nothing  for  himself  (Bertrand)  of  the  kind. 
He,  however  marked  several  articles  (among  them  a  fowling- 
piece),  which  he  thought  might  at  all  events  be  sent  up ;  there 
were  other  articles  for  purposes  of  toilet,  which  he  also  seemed 
to  think  might  be  useful  to  the  '  Emperor.'  The  remainder 
would  afford  a  choice  perhaps,  he  observed,  to  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  establishment,  but  did  not  point  out  any  other  arti- 
cles. Those  marked  by  him  were  sent  up  immediately  after 
to  Longwood,  accompanied  by  a  list  of  the  other  things  which 
would  be  supplied  (on  application)  from  the  stores ;  this  was 
however,  indignantly  refused  by  Count  Las  Cases,  who  since 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  be  borne  '  sur  le  role'  of  those  who 
caused  any  expense  to  the  English  Government.  There  was 
no  general  list  of  furniture  sent  up  to  Longwood,  as  the  Gov- 
ernor had  received  orders  to  dispose  of  what  appeared  super- 
fluous ;  but  the  rooms  occupied  by  General  Bonaparte  him- 
self, as  well  as  those  of  his  officers,  were,  however,  abund- 
antly supplied  with  all  they  thought  proper  to  demand,  or 
which  was  conceived  might  be  useful,  even  where  no  demand 
was  made,  and  the  rest  remain  in  store.  The  following  ex- 
tract will  show  the  sense  Count  Bertrand  himself  expressed 
of  the  Governor's  attention  on  this  point,  viz. — '  He  felt  much 
indebted  to  the  Governor  for  his  attention  in  having  the  house 
at  Longwood  prepared  in  the  manner  it  was  for  his  family, 
and  for  the  furniture  he  had  ordered  into  it,  in  which  il  avait 
mis  beaucoup  de  grace.'  " 


No.  90. 
A  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Longwood,  ce  30  Septemlre,  1817. 
Monsieur  le  Gouvekneur — J'ai  fait  connaitre  a  I'Empe- 
reur  que  vous  m'avez  fait  I'honnem-  de  venir  chez  moi  avant 
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hier  Dimanohe,  que  vous  m'avez  dit  qu'on  vous  avait  donne 
des  inquietudes  sur  sa  sante,  et  que  cela  etant  attvibue  au 
defaut  d'exercice,  pourquoi  il  ne  montait  pas  a  cheval.  J'ai 
eu  rhonneur  de  vous  repondre  ce  qvii  vous  avait  ete  dit  en 
diverses  circonstanoes,  et  j'ai  I'lionneur  de  vous  reiterer  au- 
jourd'hui,  que  I'existence  de  I'Empereur,  depuis  six  senaaines 
surtout,  est  extremement  douloureuse,  que  I'enflure  des  jambes 
va  en  angmentant  tous  les  jours,  que  les  symptom es  de  scor- 
but  qui  s'etaient  fait  remarquer  aux  gencives  sent  deja  tels 
qu'il  y  a  presque  constamment  des  douleurs  aigues,  que  les 
gens  de  I'art  attribuent  cela  au  defaut  d'exercice;  que  depuis 
le  mois  de  Mai,  1816,  c'est-a-dire  depuis  17  ou  18  mois, 
I'Empereur  n'est  pas  monte  a  cheval,  n'cst  presque  jamais 
sorti  de  son  appartement  que  quelquefois  et  tres  rarement, 
lorsqu'il  est  venu  a  six  toises  de  sa  maison  visiter  ma  femme  ; 
que  vous  savez  parfaitement  que  ce  qui  a  empeche  et  em- 
peche  I'Empereur  de  sortir  sont  vos  restrictions  du  9  Octobre, 
1816,  qui  cut  commence  a  etre  mises  a  execution  six  semaines 
apres  votre  arrivee  ;  que  ces  restrictions  contiennent  entre 
autres  la  defense  d'ecouter  les  personnes  qu'on  rencontre,  de  \ 
leur  parler,  et  d'entrer  dans  aucune  maison,  ce  qui  lui  a  fait 
penser  que  votre  intention  etait  de  le  oompromettre  avec  des 
sentinelles  et  d'outrager  son  caractere.  Vous  m'avez  observe 
que  vous  avez  supprime  cette  partie  des  restrictions,  ce  qui  est 
exact.  L'Amiral  Malcolm  a  son  retour  du  Cap  vous  fit  a  ce 
sujet  des  observations,  et  vous  vous  deoidates  a  les  rapporter, 
ce  que  vous  avez  fait  par  votre  lettre  du  26  Decembre,  1816, 
trois  mois  apres.  Mais  vous  avez  plusieurs  fois  entendu  et 
vous  vous  croyez  autorise  a  les  retablir  d'un  moment  a  I'autre 
et  toutes  autres  aussi  deraisonnables.  Les  restrictions  du  9 
Octobre,  1816,  contiennent  d'autres  parties  tout  aussi  outra- 
geantes,  et  qui.  ne  sont  pas  rapportees  ;  de  nouvelles  restric- 
tions, que  vous  avez  faites  le  14  Mars,  1817,  prescrivent  de 
ne  pas  sortir  de  I'enceinte  d'un  cherain  de  12  pieds  de  large. 
11  en  resulterait  done  que,  si  I'Empereur  sortait  de  ce  chemin 
ou  entrait  dans  une  maison,  les  sentinelles  pourraient  lui  tirer 
un  coup  de  fusil.  L'Empereur  ne  doit  pas  reconnaitre  un  si 
io-noble  traitement :  plusieurs  Anglais  (le  distinction  presents 
dans  I'ile,  ou  y  ayant  ete  de  passage,  ne  connaissant  pas  les 
restrictions  du  9  Octobre,  1816,  et  du  14  Mars,  1817,  repro- 
chaient  a  I'Empereur  de  sacrificer  sa  sante  en  no  sortant  pas; 
mais  aussitot  qu'ils  les  ont  connues,  ils  ont  change,  d'avis  et 
ont  eux-memes  declare  qu'aucun  homme  d'honneur  ne  pouvait 
agir  differemment,  et  que,  sans  avoir  la  pretention  de  se  com- 
VOL.  II.— U 
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parer  a  lui,  dans  une  pareille  situation  ils  agiraient  de  meme. 
J'ai  ajoute  que,  si  vous  vouliez  consulter  les  officiers  qui  sont 
dans  cette  colonie,  il  n'en  est  pas  un  qui  ne  regardat  les  re- 
strictions du  9  Octobre,  181G,  et  celle  du   14  Mars,   1817, 
oomme  injustes,  inutiles,  et  oppressives,  et  que  tous,  a  la  place 
de  I'Empereur,  feraient  comrne  lui,  et  considereraient  une  par- 
eille faculte  de  sortir  comma  un  empechement  absolu.     J'ai 
eu  egalement  I'honneur  devous  dire  qu'aux  termes  du  bill  du 
parlement  du  11  Avril,  1816,  vous  n'avez  pas  le  droit  de  faire 
des  restrictions  ;  que  le  bill  n'accorde  ce  droit  qu'au  Gouv- 
ernement,  lequel  ne  le  peut  deleguer  meme  a  un  de  ses  min- 
istres,  et  a  plus  forte  raison  a  un  officier  particulier ;  que  Lord 
Bathurst  dans  son  discours  du  mois  de  Mars  a  la  Chambre 
des  Pairs  a  declare  que  vous  n'avez  fait  aucuno  restriction 
nouvelle,  que  toute  sa  correspondance  avait  etc  en  faveur  des 
detenus,  et  que  vous  aviez  les  memes  instructions  que  votre 
predecesseur  ;  que  votre  predeeesseur  avait  adaptg  les  restric- 
tions du  Gouvernement  aux  loealites  d'une  maniere  si  non 
convenable  du  moins  tolerable  ;  que  les  cboses  ont  ainsi  dur6 
neuf  mois,  pendant  lequel  tems  I'Empereur  est  sorti,  a  repu 
meme  quelques  officiers  Anglais  a  sa  table,  et  a  eu  quelque- 
fois  en  societe  les  officiers  et  les  habitants  de  I'ile  ;  que  cet 
ordre  de  choses  n'a  pas  ete  cbange  par  uu  acte  du  Gouverne- 
ment ;  que  pendant  ces  neuf  mois  il  n'y  a  eu  auoun  incon- 
venient, et  que  rien  n'a  pu  vous  autoriser  a  substituer  a  un 
ordre  de  choses  raisonnable  celui  que  vous  avez  etabli ;  que 
I'Empereur  sortirait,  monterait  a   oheval,  et  reprendrait  la 
meme  vie,  si  vous  retablissiez  les  choses  comme  elles  I'etaient 
au  moment  de  votre  arrivee  ;  qu'a  defaut  de  cela  vous  seriez 
responsable  des  resultats  des  restrictions  du  9  Octobre,  1816, 
du  14  Mars,  1817,  que  vous  n'aviez  pas  le  droit  de  faire,  et 
qui  sont  equivalentes  pour  I'Empereur  a  un  empechement 
absolu  de  sortir  de  ses  appartements.    Vous  m'avez  dit.  Mon- 
sieur, que  la  chambre  de  I'Empereur  etant  trop  petite  et  la 
maison  de  Longwood  tout  a  fait  mauvaise,  comme  vous  I'aviez 
declare  a  votre  Gouvernement,  et  que  I'Empereur  ayant  fait 
faire  I'annee  derniere  une  tente  parcequ'il  n'avait  aucune  allee 
oii  il  put  se  promener  a  I'ombre,  vous  proposiez  d'etablir  une 
baraque  de  soldats  en  bois  pres  de  la  maison,  ou  I'Empereur 
pourrait  se  promener :  je  me  suis  charge  de  lui  faire  connaitre 
votre  proposition  :  il  a  considere  cette  ofTre  comme  une  mo 
querie  (ce  sont  ses  propres  mots),  et  analogue  a  la  conduite 
qu'on  tient  avec  lui  depuis  deux  ans.     Si  la  maison  oil  il  est 
est  inconvenable,  pourquoi  I'y  laisse-t-on  depuis  deux  ans  el 
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ne  lui  donne-t-on  pas  une  de  celles  qui  existent  dans  I'ile, 
situees  au  milieu  des  jardins,  des  arbres,  de  I'ombre,  et  de 
I'eau,  et  le  laisse-t-on  sur  ce  point  inculte,  expose  aux  vents 
et  n'ayant  rien  de  ce  qui  pent  contribuer  a  conserver  la  vie  ? 
L'Empereur  a  ajoute  que  cette  cabane  de  soldat  ne  lui  serait 
d'aucune  utilite,  qu'elle  ne  pourrait  pas  remedier  a  I'insalubrit^ 
de  sa  chambre  a  coucher,  et  ne  lui  donnerait  que  I'inconven- 
ient  d'avoir  des  ouvriers  ;  que  la  promenade  dans  des  bati- 
mens  ne  pent  point  entretenir  la  santc  comrne  la  promenade 
sous  des  arbres  et  en  plein  air;  que  o'est  d'ailleurs  I'exeroice 
du  cheval  que  les  gens  de  I'art  commandent.  Q,u'il  me  soil 
permis,  Monsieur,  de  vous  fair  observer  que,  si  vous  ne  sup 
primez  pas  les  restrictions  du  9  Octobre,  18]  6,  et  du  14  Mars, 
1817,  et  que  si  vous  ne  retablissez  pas  les  choses  au  moins 
comme  elles  etaient  du  temps  de  I'Amiral,  I'Empereur  ne 
pent  pas  sortir.  II  considere  et  considerera  cette  determina- 
tion comme  une  volonte  de  votre  part  de  lui  donner  la  mort. 
II  est  entierement  a  votre  disposition  ;  vous  le  faites  mourir  de 
maladie,  vous  pouvez  le  faire  mourir  de  faim  ;  ce  serait  un 
bienfait  si  vous  le  faisiez  mourir  d'un  coup  de  fusil.  Si  vous 
reunissez  les  ofEciers  de  terre  et  de  mer  de  ce  pays  et  les  prin- 
cipaux  officiers  de  sante,  il  n'en  est  aucun  qui  ne  vous  dise 
que  vos  restrictions  sent  fletrissantes,  et  qu'un  homme  d'hon- 
neur  doit  mourir  plutot  que  de  les  reconnaitre  ;  qu'elles  sont 
inutiles  a  la  siirete  de  la  detention,  qu'elles  sont  illegales ;  le 
texte  du  bill  et  ie  discours  de  votre  Ministre  ne  peuvent  a 
cet  egard  laisser  aucun  doute.  Les  officiers  de  sante  vous 
diront  qu'il  n'y  a  plus  de  temps  a  perdre  que  dans  trois  ou 
quatre  semaines  peut-etre  il  ne  sera  plus  temps,  et  que  quoi- 
que  le  champ  soit  reste  libre  en  Europe  a  la  calomnie  et  aux 
libelles,  cependant  un  cri  d'indignation  s'elevera  dans  tons  les 
pays,  car  ils  sont  ici  plusieurs  centaines  de  Franfais,  Anglais, 
et  etrangers,  qui  temoigneront  de  tout  ce  qu'oii  a  fait  pour 
mettre  fin  a  la  vie  de  ce  grand  homme. 

Je  vous  ai,  Monsieur,  toujours  parle  dans  ce  sens,  avec  plus 
ou  moins  de  force.  Je  ne  vous  en  parlerai  plus,  car  des  den6- 
gations,  des  subtilites,  et  des  arguments  sont  fort  inutiles.  La 
question  est  dans  ces  deux  mots  ;  Voulez-vous  ou  non  tuer 
I'Empereur  ?  Si  vous  persistez  dans  votre  conduite,  vous  aurez 
vous-merne  prononce  I'affirmative,  et  malheureusement  le  but 
sera  probablement  atteint  apres  quelques  mois  d'agonie.  Per- 
mettez  qu'en  finissant  je  repondre  pour  les  officiers  qui  sont 
avec  I'Empereur  et  pour  moi  a  vos  lettres  des  25  et  26  Juillet 
dernier.    Vous  meconnaissez.  Monsieur,  notre  caractere.    Les 
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menaces  sont  sans  pouvoir  sur  nous.  Depuis  vingt  ans  nous 
avons  brave  tout  danger  pour  son  service  ;  en  restant  volon- 
tairement  a  Ste.  Heleue  dans  I'horrible  position  ou  nous  som- 
mes  et  exposes  aux  plus  etranges  precedes,  nous  lui  sacrifions 
plus  que  notre  vie  et  oelles  nos  families.  Insensibles  a  vos 
insinuations  et  a  vos  menaces,  nous  continuerons  a  remplir 
notre  devoir;  et  s'il  etait  centre  nous  un  sujet  de  plaintes  pres 
de  votre  Gouvernement,  nous  ne  doutons  pas  que  le  Prince 
Regent,  Lord  Liverpool,  et  tant  d'hommes  estimables  qui  y 
siegent,  ne  sachent  bien  les  apprccier.  lis  savent  les  egarjs 
qui  sont  dus  au  saint  minislere  que  nous  remplissons;  et  eus- 
sions-nous  a  redouter  des  persecutions,  nous  suivrions  notre 
devise — Fais  ce  que  dois,  advienne  que  pourra. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c.  Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


No.  91. 
Observations  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  the  preceding  Letter,  trans- 
mitted in  a  Dispatch  to  Eakl  Bathukst,  dated  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1817.' 

There  is  an  omission  in  the  relation  of  the  very  first  part 
of  the  conversation  between  Count  Bertrand  and  myself, 
which  may  be  considered  as  purposed.  I  called,  it  is  true, 
to  express  solicitude  respecting  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte's health,  and  to  tender  any  service  and  assistance  in 
my  power ;  but  to  make  the  oiler  in  particular  at  the  same 
time  of  the  advice  of  Mr.  Baxter,  head  of  the  medical  estab- 
lishment on  this  island,  who  came  out  for  the  express  purpose 
of  attending  upon  Napoleon  during  illness,  and  of  whose  tal- 
ents he  has  generally  expressed  a  very  favorable  opinion.  Of 
this  offer  no  acknowledgment  whatever  is  made,  nor  is  it  in 
any  way  referred  to.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  never  sees  during 
indisposition  any  other  medical  person  than  Mr.  O'Meara, 
whom  he  considers  as  his  domestic  surgeon,  and  Count  Ber- 
trand has  never  made  any  acknowledgment,  whether  to  verbal 
or  written  communication,  where  other  medical  advice  has 
been  tendered.  There  is  further  an  inaccuracy  in  the  first 
part  of  the  relation,  not  very  material  perhaps,  only  as  it 
indicates  that  particular  precision  is  not  much  considered,  for 
it  was  Count  Bertrand  who  was  the  speaker  when  General 
Bonaparte's  illness  was  ascribed  to  want  of  exercise,  and  not 
me,  and  it  was  only  when  I  found  him  ascribing  his  com- 
plaints to  such  cause  that  I  asked  the  reason  of  his  not  taking 
exercise. 

'  The  parts  omitted  have  been  already  inserted  in  the  narrative. 
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The  following  is  an  exact  copy  of  a  minute  of  the  first  part 
of  the  conversation  : 

"  The  Governor,  having  called  on  Count  Bertrand,  accom- 
panied by  Sir  Thomas  Reade  and  Major  Gorrequer,  said  to 
him  he  was  sorry  to  hear  '  qu'on  etait  indispose  a  Longwood.' 
He  replied,  '  Mais  oui ;  voici  deja  six  semaines  ou  deux  mois 
que  I'Empereur  se  plaint :  il  a  le  scorbut  aux  gencives,  et 
ses  jambes  sont  meme  enflees.'  The  Governor  said  he  had 
not  been  informed  of  it  more  than  two  or  three  days,  having 
only  received  the  report  of  his  illness  since  the  25th,  and  had 
in  consequence  come  to  see  whether  there  was  any  thing  he 
could  do  which  might  be  thought  useful.  He  would  have 
much  pleasure  in  doing  any  thing  in  his  power  which  could 
prove  agreeable  and  consistent  with  his  instructions.  It 
would  give  him  great  satisfaction  if  Dr.  Baxter  was  consulted ; 
he  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  judgment  and  professional  knowl- 
edge, and  he  was  ready  at  all  times  to  attend  upon  him  when- 
ever required.  If  he  (Dr.  Baxter)  had  not  been  oftener  at 
Longwood,  it  was  because  it  was  not  known  how  far  it  might 
be  approved ;  but  under  the  present  circumstances  of  his  in- 
disposition having  assumed  a  serious  appearance,  he  would 
feel  great  satisfaction  if  Dr.  Baxter's  advice  was  taken.  Count 
Bertrand  answered,  '  Si  I'Empereur  avait  desire  voir  le  Doc- 
teur  Baxter,  je  pense  bien  qu'il  I'aurait  fait  appeler,  mais, 
comrae  vous  savez,  I'Empereur  n'a  guere  eu  recours  aux 
medecins.  .  .  L'Empereur  a  toujours  ete  dans  I'habitude  de 
prendre  beaucoup  d'exercice  ;  ioi  il  ne  sort  point — et  voila 
dans  le  fait  ce  qui  est  cause  de  sa  maladie.'  The  Governor 
said,  ■  Mais  pourquoi  n'en  prend-t-il  pas  ?  il  n'y  a  rien  qui 
Ten  empeche.'  "  Count  Bertrand's  argument  upon  the  re- 
strictions then  follows. 

The  expressions  underlined  in  the  extract  were  uttered  with 
the  tone  of  a  person  who  appeared  not  to  have  anticipated 
any  remark  on  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health,  but 
who,  having  it  made  to  him,  gave  it  the  lead  in  his  conver- 
sation and  built  all  that  followed  upon  it.  The  impression  I 
received  from  Count  Bertrand's  reply  was,  that  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  was  not  on  the  whole  so  ill  as  report  had  made 
him,  and  the  same  impression  was  participated  by  the  officers 
who  were  with  me. 

The  only  "gens  de  I'art"  whom  Napoleon  Bonaparte  has 
seen  is,  as  before  stated,  Mr.  O'Meara  ;  but  Count  Bertrand 
speaks,  on  this  and  other  occasions,  always  in  the  plural 
number,  without  specification  of  names.      The  six  weeks' 
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illness  was  what  I  had  been  wholly  uninformed  of.  Annexed 
is  a  detail  of  the  mode  in  which  his  indisposition  became  re- 
ported to  me.^  No  interdict  whatever  now  exists  against 
his  or  their  entering  houses,  or  conversing  with  the  persons 
whom  they  may  meet,  unaccompanied  by  any  British  officer 
or  authority  whatever  ;  not  arising  from  an)'  conviction  that 
such  an  interdict  (except  in  the  presence  of  a  British  officer) 
is  not  necessary  and  expedient — that  circumstances  may  not 
render  it  advisable  to  establish  some  discretional  rule  for  their 
observance,  what  houses  they  are  to  enter,  and  with  whom 
they  may  freely  converse  and  communicate,  or,  if  attention  is 
not  given  to  this  point,  to  insist  upon  the  attendance  of  a 
British  officer — but  in  deference  solely  to  the  present  very 
strong  and  extraordinary  representations  respecting  the  eflect 
upon  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health,  which  has  made  me  con- 
sider the  sacrifice  of  the  precautions  taken  by  the  Regulations 
of  the  9th  of  October  and  14th  of  March  as  of  minor  conse- 
quence to  the  sufferings  he  might  experience  from  disease, 
while  his  malady  was  stated  to  continue,  and  he  to  persevere 
in  his  resolution  of  not  stirring  out  until  the  Regulations  com- 
plained of  were  rescinded.  Hov/ever,  if  on  recovering  a  better 
state  of  health,  and  profiting  of  the  extension  given,  I  should 
discover  any  abuse  to  follow,  I  should  feel  myself  perfectly 
justified  on  my  own  responsibility — viewing  the  instruction 
I  possess  not  to  suffer  any  communication  whatever  to  take 
place  except  through  my  agency — in  renewing  the  intimation 
given  in  the  Regulation  of  the  9th  of  October  (or  establishing 
some  check  which  might  be  tantamount),  as  it  imposes  no 
restraint  against  communication  with  any  person  whatsoever, 
or  entering  any  house,  if  a  British  officer  is  even  casually 
present ;  and  only  contains  a  check  against  any  abuse  of  in- 
tercourse with  those  whose  situation  in  life,  views,  or  disposi- 
tions might  be  doubtful,  and  no  means  exist  of  observing  the 
nature  and  object  of  the  communications  had  with  them. 

Beyond  these  limits  of  twelve  miles  before  spoken  of  it  has 
been  perfectly  free  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  his  officers  and 
followers  (comprehending  even  the  whole  extent  of  the  isl- 
and— the  batteries  and  landing-places,  or  spots  overlooking 
them,  excepted),  to  ride  or  walk  in  any  direction  whatsoever, 
upon  allowing  a  British  officer  to  be  in  attendance.  It  is  his 
predominant  objection  to  comply  with  this  rule  under  any 
form  or  shape  whatever,  whether  of  being  attended  by  per- 

^  As  the  detail  alluded  to  is  a  long  and  tedious  account,  and  possesses 
no  interest  now,  it  is  omitted. 
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sons  in  authority,  or  talcing  the  chance  occasion  of  any  visitor 
of  rank  to  ride  with  him,  that  forms  the  whole  and  sole  cause 
of  all  his  complaints  on  this  head.  These  regulations  did 
not  contain  a  prohibition  ("  defense")  to  speak  or  listen  to  the 
persons  who  are  met  with,  nor  to  enter  any  house.  They  con- 
tained a  request  not  to  do  so  beyond  what  the  ordinary  forms 
of  politeness  may  require  (except  in  the  presence  of  a  British 
officer).  The  motive  is  explained  above.  The  regulation 
was  rescinded  nine  months  before  this  letter  of  Count  Ber- 
trand  was  written  to  me.  The  sentries  have  no  orders  to  in- 
terfere with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  whether  they  see  him  en- 
tering houses  or  otherwise  ;  the  caution  was  only  to  himself 
and  his  officers.  It  was  not  even  made  known  to  the  troops 
that  such  a  caution  had  been  given.  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
with  his  officers,  object  to  any  "  inspection  directe  ou  pub- 
lique,"  yet  reject  rules  for  their  own  guidance,  while,  if  any 
are  made  public  for  the  guidance  of  others,  the  ground  lies 
equally  open  for  complaint  on  the  other  side  !  Then  why 
bring  this  forward  again  as  matter  of  complaint  ?  The 
alarm  conceived  lest  the  rule  might  be  re-established,  and  the 
consciousness  that  cause  had  been  given  for  it,  with  the 
natural  objection  to  all  check  whatever  upon  communica- 
tion, may  however  well  account  for  the  obloquy  with  which 
the  rule  has  been  attempted  to  be  treated. 

Admiral  Malcolm  did  not  make  any  particular  observation 
to  me  on  the  subject  of  these  regulations  at  his  return  from 
the  Cape.  It  was  not  until  some  time  after  his  return  I  had 
any  particular  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject,  when  I 
found  he  considered  the  regulation  in  the  same  light  they 
wished  to  view  it  at  Longwood  ;  but  he  could  not  suggest 
any  means  by  which  the  same  object  would  be  attained  if  it 
was  rescinded.  As  a  proof  how  essential,  notwithstanding, 
he  considered  the  precautions  in  respect  to  communication, 
however  he  might  differ  as  to  the  mode  of  enforcing  them,  I 
have  only  to  refer  to  the  orders  given  to  the  persons  under 
his  own  authority,  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  the  per- 
sons at  Longwood  could  know  nothing  regarding.  Sir  P. 
Malcolm  did  not  make  known  to  me  he  had  communication 
either  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  or  any  persons  of  his  family 
respecting  these  regulations  ;  whenever  he  spoke  of  them  it 
was  as  fi'om  himself  Count  Bertrand  has  refused  to  make 
known  through  what  channel  he  became  infoi-med  Sir  P.  Mal- 
colm had  made  any  observation  to  me  on  the  subject.  I  have 
not  insinuated  several  times  that  I  would  re-establish  this 
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restriction,  and  that  I  thought  myself  authorized  to  do  so, 
and  to  estaWish  others  equally  unreasonable  ;  but  I  told  Count 
Bertrand,  in  reply  to  the  first  observation  he  ever  made  to  me 
regarding  them,  that  I  did  not  want  motives  to  re-establish 
them,  and,  with  respect  to  the  authority,  I  never  suffered  him 
to  question  it ;  his  own  conduct  in  difl'erent  instances  would 
furnish  cause  for  it.  During  the  time  this  regulation  lasted, 
no  communication  whatever  took  place  with  any  person  who 
had  not  my  full  concurrence  for  it.  After  I  had  suppressed 
it,  meetings  occun-ed  which  could  not  have  taken  place  with- 
out subjecting  the  individuals  at  Longwood,  who  had  not  ob- 
served the  caution  given  in  the  regulation  of  the  9th  of  Oc- 
tober, to  be  removed  from  the  island,  if  the  rule  had  continued 
to  exist.  As  these  outrageously  offending  restrictions  are  not 
specified,  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  any  reply  to  the  remark. 
For  the  due  understanding  of  the  now  restriction,  as  it  is 
called,  of  the  14th  of  March,  I  have  only  to  refer  to  what  is 
said  in  Article  9  of  these  observations,  as  to  the  space  of  about 
four  miles  within  the  twelve  which  there  was  a  request  not 
to  traverse. 

The  road  spoken  of  forms  the  boundary  on  one  side  ;  it 
could  not  of  course  be  quitted  on  that  side  without  exposure 
(if  passing  to  any  distance  from  it)  to  meet  the  sentries  which 
formed  the  cordon,  for  it  is  to  be  observed  they  are  all  placed 
at  such  a  distance  from  the  road  as  not  to  offend  the  view  by 
being  too  near,  and  are,  as  much  as  it  is  possible  to  do,  even 
kept  out  of  sight  from  it.  On  the  other  side  of  the  road 
there  are  no  sentries  placed,  and  the  supposition  that  any 
were  likely  to  fire  upon  the  persons  who  might  quit  it  is  a 
perfectly  gratuitous  one,  for  no  such  order  was  ever  given,  nor 
had  the  sentries  any  direction  whatever  to  interfere.  The 
caution  was  given  to  themselves,  the  same  in  this  case  as  in 
the  regulation  of  the  9th  of  October.  It  was  never  intended 
to  impose  an  interdict  upon  quitting  the  road  to  any  short  dis- 
tance either  on  one  side  or  the  other  ;  but  merely  that  the 
persons  who  frequented  it  should  confine  themselves  to  the 
general  direction  of  the  ridge  on  which  it  runs,  and  not  enter 
the  houses,  which  lie  generally  at  some  distance  from  it,  or 
cross  the  almost  impracticable  ravines  which  lie  between  it 
and  Longwood.  Before  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  arrival  no 
practicable  road  whatever  existed  on  this  side.  A  new  road 
has  been  expressly  made  for  his  accommodation,  and  there  is 
no  individual  who  has  ever  used  it  who  must  not  confess  it 
embraces  one  of  the  most  level  and  open  rides  on  the  island, 
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or  who  would  ever  think  of  quitting  the  direction  of  the  road 
to  enter  into  the  ravines  on  either  side,  except  he  had  some 
particular  object  in  it.  It  is,  besides,  almost  the  only  road  on 
the  island  whei-e  a  few  trees  do  exist.  Along  the  road,  and 
at  Longwood,  there  is  more  room  to  take  exercise  on  horse- 
back, under  a  certain  degree  of  shade,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  island.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  first  article  of  the 
regulation  of  the  9th  of  October,  which  restricts  the  persons 
at  Longwood  to  the  road  by  Hutt's  Gate  to  the  Alarm-house, 
and  grants  no  latitude  for  passing  either  to  the  right  or  left  of 
that  road,  never  offered  subject  of  particular  remark,  nor  has 
the  restriction  to  that  road  rendered  exercise  on  it,  whether 
on  foot  or  on  horseback,  incompatible  with  the  honor  of  the 
persons  who  have  used  it  ;  but  they  have,  on  the  contrary, 
particularly  since  the  article  of  the  same  regulation  caution- 
ing them  against  communicating  with  persons  except  in  the 
presence  of  a  British  oiEcer  was  rescinded,  very  freely  and 
unreservedly  used  it  to  communicate  with  persons  who  had 
not  the  Governor's  authority  for  holding  any  intercourse  with 
them  ;  thus  proving  the  expediency  of  the  rule  which  had 
been  before  in  practice,  and  showing  the  abuse  which  has 
sprung  from  its  being  rescinded  ;  and  if  opportunities  have 
been  sometimes  cautiously  availed  of  it  has  been  upon  no  other 
ground,  as  I  believe,  than  the  apprehension  of  giving  cause 
for  the  rule  being  again  established. 

The  restrictions,  as  they  are  called,  of  the  14th  of  March, 
were  merely  a  reply  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  observations  on 
the  regulations  of  the  9th  of  October  ;  they  stated  a  reserve 
upon  the  subject  of  the  limits  in  the  article  most  complained 
of,  so  that  this  article  need  not  have  been  considered  as  final ; 
I  only  wanted  a  guarantee.  The  arrival  of  a  person  of  rank 
and  distinction  was  soon  after  expected  at  the  island,'  through 
whom  I  was  not  without  hopes  to  have  arrived  at  some  un- 
derstanding on  this  and  other  points  ;  but  having  happened 
to  mention  his  name,  it  was  immediately  afterward  repeated 
to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  who  refused  to  receive  any  visit  from 
him  until  the  last  day  of  his  stay  on  this  island,  and,  as  I 
had  foreseen,  perverted  the  opportunity  then  presented  to 
charge  him  with  the  most  slanderous  abuse  and  misrepresent- 
ations of  my  conduct,  desiring  him  to  make  known  the  same 
to  Government  on  his  arrival  at  home.  No  individual  is 
here  named  ;  but  in  conversation  with  me  Count  Bertrand 
did  specify  that  [the  name  ?]  of  the  distinguished  person 
'  Lord  Amherst  is  the  person  here  alluded  to. 
TJ* 
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above  spoken  of.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that,  though 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  spoke  of  the  general  matter  of  his  com- 
plaints against  me  through  him,  and  repeated  some  of  the 
violent  expressions  he  had  made  use  of  regarding  me  to  him 
very  shortly  after  his  departure,  he  never  mentioned  any 
opinion  offered  in  return  until  the  present  attempt  was  made 
to  obtain  a  change  in  the  restrictions.  That  distinguished 
person  himself  can  best  decide  whether  such  opinions  were 
ever  expressed  as  those  attributed  to  him  ;  and  I  may  appeal 
with  confidence  at  the  same  time  to  the  sentiments  he  ex- 
pressed to  me,  both  as  to  the  limits  assigned  to  Napoleon  Bo- 
naparte at  the  time  of  his  going  round  them  with  me,  and 
the  suppressed  regulation  of  the  9th  of  October,  had  it  con- 
tinued to  be  acted  upon.  Had  he  expressed  the  sentiments 
ascribed  to  him  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  I  am  persuaded  ho 
would  not  have  concealed  them  from  me  ;  and  I  should  in 
such  case  have  greedily  embraced  the  opportunity  to  enter 
into  a  full  and  ample  discussion  upon  the  whole  matter  with 
him,  and,  if  he  really  thought  there  was  any  thing  harsh  or 
unnecessary  in  the  regulations,  done  my  utmost  to  meet  his 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

It  was  stated  as  a  reason  Napoleon  Bonaparte  did  not  re- 
ceive the  above  person  until  the  last  day  of  his  stay  here  that 
he  had  been  indisposed.  He  had  been  so  to  a  certain  degree, 
but  he  saw  a  captain  of  a  ship  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  island 
who  had  gone  up  to  visit  Mr.  O'Meara  the  day  before.  The 
master  of  the  ship  had  a  bust  on  board  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, which  he  was  conveying  out  as  a  present  from  the  late 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  island  to  his  brother  at  Batavia. 
This  circumstance  he  made  known  at  the  time  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  and  it  may  account  for  the  audience  to  which  he 
v/as  so  readily  admitted,  while  the  distinguished  person  to 
whom  I  have  referred  was  kept  another  day  in  suspense  if 
he  would  be  received  at  all.  The  only  English  persons  properly 
called  of  distinction  present  on  this  island  have  been  Rear- 
Admiral  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  and  Brigadier  General  Sir 
George  Bingham ;  the  former  is  not  here  ;  the  latter  I  have 
referred  to — vide  a  reply  from  him,  showing  no  sentiment 
was  ever  offered  by  him  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  or  any  per- 
son of  his  suite  on  the  subject.  Having  referred  Sir  George 
Bingham  to  Count  Bertrand  to  inquire  the  names  of  some 
officers  who  had  been  stated  by  him  to  have  been  offering 
their  opinions  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  Sir  George  Bingham 
could   obtain  no   other  answer  from   the   Count   than  that 
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"C'est  Tafiaire  de  TEmpereur."  ....  I  did  not  say  the 
room  of  the  Emperor  was  too  small,  nor  did  I  speak  at  all 
of  any  particular  room  in  which  he  might  have  been  lodging. 
I  said  I  did  not  consider  Longwood  House  in  its  present  state 
a  suitable  residence  for  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  had  made 
a  representation  upon  the  matter  to  my  Government.  Rooms, 
it  is  true  might  have  been  added ;  but  this  he  had  objected  to, 
and  it  was  at  all  events  only  joining  new  parts  to  old,  with- 
out regard  to  durabihty.  In  speaking  of  Longwood  House, 
however,  as  not  being  a  suitable  residence,  I  considered  only 
what  I  conceived  to  have  been  the  intentions  of  my  Govern- 
ment in  sending  out  the  materials  to  build  a  better  house  foi 
him.  To  a  person  who  had  been  accustomed  to  the  high  de- 
gree of  splendor  and  conveniences  which  he  had  enjoyed.  Long- 
wood  House  might  be  considered  as  an  indifferent  residence  ; 
but  it  was  still  the  best  house  on  the  island  next  to  Plantation 
House,  had  been  considerably  enlarged,  and  had  every  species 
of  furniture  put  into  it  that  could  be  required  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  a  person  of  any  rank  since  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
had  lived  in  it.  In  expressing  what  I  did  respecting  Long- 
wood  House,  I  consider  myself  to  have  shown  a  very  marked 
attention  toward  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  for  the  house  notwith- 
standing its  defects,  is  such  as  no  gentleman  could  object  to, 
nor  any  general  officer  think  beneath  his  dignity  to  tempo- 
rarily reside  in The  proposal  of  calling  a  council  of 

junior  officers  and  of  "  officiers  de  sante,"  whose  opinions  are 
to  be  taken  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  instructions  of 
Government  are  to  be  executed,  could  only  be  contemplated 
by  persons  who  wished  to  have  things  treated  in  the  inverse 
of  any  established  order.  The  only  calumnies  and  libels  I 
know  of  are  those  in  this  letter  and  that  of  Count  Montholon. 
This  defamatory  attack  I  have  particularly  noticed  in  my 
reply  to  Count  Bertrand  himself  Count  Bertrand  addressed 
me  personally  on  the  subject  two  days  before  he  wrote  this 
letter,  but  in  a  tone  of  such  declamation,  irritation,  and  vio- 
lence, as  proved  to  me  he  was  sensible  of  his  arguments,  and 
sought  to  make  an  impression  by  menace  rather  than  reason. 
•It  will  be  best  observed  on  whose  side  the  "  denegation,  sub- 
tilite,  et  argument"  are  most  apparent.  My  correspondence 
with  Count  Bertrand  since  receiving  this  letter  has  been  con- 
fined almost  wholly  to  matters  of  fact  or  points  of  duty  in 
which  reply  became^unavoidable.  I  have  sent  no  answer 
whatever  to  the  arguments  he  brings  forth  in  array  against 
me  in  this  letter,  because  he  knows  sufficiently  I  am  acquaint- 
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od  with  their  futility — that  the  ohject  of  them  i.'?  to  deceive 
others,  and  not  to  reason  with  me.  The  letters  of  the  25th 
and  26th  of  July  have  been  subjects  of  particular  sourness  to 
Count  Bertraud,  because  he  has  made  himself  in  them  the 
instrument  of  conveying,  in  his  own  name,  slanderous  accu- 
sations against  me,  for  which,  notwithstanding  they  may 
have  been  the  dictature  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself  yet, 
as  they  are  not  expressed  to  be  written  by  his  direction,  I 
have  considered  Count  Bertrand  as  responsible.  I  have  form- 
ed no  mistaken  notions  of  their  character.  The  motives  and 
principles  of  their  attachment  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  1  never 
discuss  ;  but  it  is  the  pretension  upon  all  occasions  to  identify 
their  situation  with  his,  and  to  consider  themselves  as  war- 
ranted in  the  most  improper  and  disrespectful  language,  as 
well  of  the  British  Government  as  to  the  authorities  it  has 
placed  here  over  them  (because  in  moments  of  pungent  vexa- 
tion, sorrow,  or  disappointment,  expressions  of  such  nature  may 
sometimes  escape  from  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself),  that  has 
drawn  my  attention  toward  th^m.  I  refer  for  a  reply  to  this 
paragraph  to  what  I  have  written  to  Count  Bertrand  himself 
I  close  my  remarks  as  Count  Bertrand  closes  his — "  I  shall 
do  my  duty  happen  what  will."  H.  Lowe 


No.  92. 
To  Lieut.-General  Count  Bertrand. 

Plantation  House,  October  6,  1817. 

Sir — In  addition  to  the  extract  of  instructions  transmitted 
with  my  first  letter  of  this  date,  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  to  you, 
more  for  your  own  consideration  than  that  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, to  whom  the  communication  might  possibly  in  his  pres- 
ent state  of  mind  give  disquiet  or  offense,  an  extract  from  the 
instructions  given  to  Sir  George  Cookburn. 

You  will  observe.  Sir,  how  pointedly  it  is  recommended 
to  me  that,  in  case  of  indisposition,  other  medical  assistance 
should  be  called  in  to  him  in  addition  to  his  own.^  I  had 
already  the  honor  to  mention  to  you  that  Mr.  Baxter,  Deputy 
Inspector  of  Hospitals,  and  Head  of  the  Medical  Establish-  , 
ment  on  this  island,  was  ready  at  all  times,  and  desirous,  to 

'  "  If  the  General  should  be  attacked  with  any  serious  indisposition, 
the  Governor  and  the  Admiral -will  each  direct  a  medical  person  in 
whom  they  may  have  confidence  to  be  in  attendance  on  the  General, 
in  addition  to  his  own  medical  assistance,  and  direct  them  severally  to 
report  daily  on  the  state  of  his  health." 
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see  him.  Whatever  may  be  the  particular  objections  of  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  in  respect  to  taking  medicine,  the  opinion 
of  a  professional  person  of  known  experience  and  ability  as  to 
the  nature  of  his  disease,  and  the  regimen  or  remedies  which 
ought  to  be  adopted  for  it,  would  appear  calculated  to  afford 
some  relief  if  relief  be  really  sought,  and  under  this  impres- 
sion I  have  to  express  my  earnest  hope  Mr.  Baxter's  opinion 
may  be  consulted.     I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

H.  Lowe. 


.  No.  93. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  October  8,  1817. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  not  much  alter- 
ation has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  General  Bonaparte's 
health.  He  still  feels  a  dull  pain  in  the  right  side,  farther 
back  than  before  ;  his  legs  are  rather  less  swelled.  Yester- 
day, when  I  strongly  urged  to  him  the  necessity  of  his  taking 
exercise  on  horseback  in  order  to  promote  healthy  bihary  ac- 
tion, and  to  excite  the  absorbent  system,  &c.,  and  expressed 
my  firm  conviction  that  provided  he  put  it  in  practice  his 
complaint  could  be  removed  in  the  course  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
days,  he  expressed  his  coincidence  with  my  opinion,  but  at 
the  same  time  declared  that,  until  matters  were  put  upon 
the  same  footing  they  were  previous  to  your  arrival  (or  I 
think  he  said,  equivalent)  he  would  never  stir  out ;  that  he 
considered  all  restrictions  made  since  then  as  null,  as  the  bill 
did  not  authorize  any  body  saving  His  Majesty  or  his  suc- 
cessors, to  impose  them  ;  that  the  arrangement  made  by  Sir 
George  Cockbuni  having  been  approved  of  by  Government 
since  the  bill  was  passed  did  away  with  all  regulations  made 
prior  to  it;  that,  therefore,  he  would  never  submit  to  any 
alterations  unless  he  saw  that  they  were  ordered  either  by 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  or  the  Privy  Council, 
as  otherwise  he  would  have  no  guarantee  that  restrictions 
taken  off  to-day  might  not  be  laid  on  again  to-morrow ;  that 
he  would  only  subject  himself  to  caprice.  In  pursuance  of 
the  desire  you  expressed  yesterday.  Sir,  to  know  what  had 
been  said  upon  the  occasion,  I  have  communicated  to  you  the 
above.     I  have  the  honor,  &e. 

B.  E.  O'Meara,  Surgeon. 
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No.   94. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  October  16,  1817. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  yesterday 
morning  I  was  informed  by  Count  Bertrand  that  he  was 
directed  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  inform  me  that,  having 
been  given  to  understand  I  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  bulle- 
tins of  the  state  of  his  health,  either  daily  or  at  more  distant 
periods,  which  bulletins  would,  in  all  probability,  be  sent  to 
the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburg,  and  perhaps,  also,  be 
published  in  the  English  newspapers,  it  was  his  desire,  there- 
fore, that  in  future  such  bulletins  should  be  invariably  shown 
to  him  (Napoleon  Bonaparte)  previous  to  being  sent  ;  that, 
also,  as  any  person  officiating  as  physician  about  him  must 
necessarily  possess  some  share  of  his  confidence,  he  could  not 
permit  that  in  bulletins  or  reports  drawn  up  by  that  person 
he  should  be  styled  otherwise  i^han  "  I'Empereur  Napoleon," 
as  being  called  in  them  "  General"  by  a  person  in  my  situa- 
tion would  appear  to  the  sovereigns  of  the  above-named 
states,  and  to  Europe  in  general,  as  an  acquiescence  on  his 
part  to  such  a  title,  which  he  would  sooner  die  than  consent 
to  ;  that,  therefore,  I  must  either  submit  the  reports  to  him 
previous  to  their  being  sent,  and  in  them  style  him  "  I'Em- 
pereur Napoleon,"  or  not  any,  as  otherwise  he  would  not 
see  me  any  more.  He  added  that  I  had  better  acquaint  you 
of  it. 

I  replied  to  Count  Bertrand  that,  with  respect  to  the  title 
of  "FEnipereur  Napoleon,"  it  was  wholly  inadmissible ;  that 
as  an  Englishman  I  could  not  make  use  of  an  appellation  dis- 
approved of  by  my  own  Government ;  that  I  was  willing  to 
v>T:ite  "Napoleon,"  or  "  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ;"  and  as  to  the 
rest,  that  I  would  submit  the  business  to  you.  He  answered 
that  "  Napoleon"  would  not  suffice,  that  the  title  of  "  I'Em- 
pereur" must  be  made  use  of. 

Some  time  after  this  I  saw  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself, 
and  was  informed  by  him  that  he  had  always  supposed  I  was 
in  the  habit  of  making  reports  of  the  .state  of  his  health,  par- 
ticularly in  cases  of  indisposition  ;  that,  however,  as  it  was 
only  a  surmise  of  his,  and  he  had  no  positive  information,  he 
had  said  nothing  about  it,  nor  would  he  have  done  so  had  it 
not  been  signified  to  him  in  a  manner  which  left  no  doubts 
upon  the  subject  ;  that  some  days  back  Captain  De  Gors, 
Aide-de-camp  to  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu,  had  asked  Gen 
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eral  Gourgaud  how  were  his  (Napoleon's)  palpitations  ? 
which  excited  considerable  surprise  in  General  Gourgaud's 
mmd,  as  he  was  ignorant  of  any  such  symptoms  having  taken 
place,  and  accordingly  asked  Captain  De  Gors  what  he  meant, 
what  palpitations  ?  to  which  Captain  De  Gors  replied,  the 
palpitations  mentioned  in  the  bulletin  of  his  health  which  was 
sent  to  the  Commissioners,'  and  appeared  surprised  that  Gen- 
eral Gourgaud  did  not  know  that  such  a  bulletin  was  sent  by 
me  to  the  Governor,  and  from  him  to  the  Commissioners  ; 
that,  also,  either  Count  Balmain  or  Baron  Sturmer  had  asked 
a  similar  question  to  [of?]  General  Montholon  who  likewise 
was  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  any  such  symptoms.  He 
then  asked  me  if  it  were  true  that  I  sent  reports  of  his  health? 
to  which  I  replied  in  the  affirmative  ;  upon  which  he  desired 
to  see  one  of  them,  and,  not  conceiving  myself  authorized  to 
refuse  him,  I  showed  him  one  of  them. 

On  glancing  over  it  he  observed  the  words  "General  Bona- 
parte," and  said  that  he  would  never  consent  to  be  so  styled 
by  any  person  attending  him  as  physician  ;  that  as  such,  I 
must  necessarily  possess  some  share  of  his  confidence,  ess 
otherwise  I  could  not  be  acquainted  with  symptoms  I  de- 
scribed ;  that  a  physician  was  to  the  body  what  a  priest  was 
to  the  soul,  a  confessor,  and  that  such  confessions  ought  to  be 
held  equally  sacred  and  inviolable  as  those  confided  to  the 
minister  of  God,  unless  permission  was  granted  to  divulgp 
them  by  the  person  from  whom  they  were  obtained  ;  that, 
therefore,  he  insisted  that,  previous  to  any  reports  being  made 
by  me  touching  his  health,  I  should  submit  such  to  his  perusal 
and  for  his  approbation  ;  that,  however,  he  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  I  should  allow  myself  to  be  influenced  by  him  to  put 
down  anything  he  liked;  on  the  contrary,  if  I  conceived  any 
observation  he  made  to  be  untrue  I  was  not  to  insert  it,  but 
that  I  should  not  render  any  account  of  any  symptoms  which 
either  delicacy  or  other  motives  might  induce  him  to  desire 
should  be  kept  secret  ;  that,  secrecy,  as  I  must  well  know, 
was  one  of  the  most  indispensable  duties  of  my  profession, 
and  that  the  meanest  soldier's  consent  should  be  obtained 
previous  to  writing  a  history  of  his  complaint,  to  be  publish- 
ed or  otherwise  made  known  ;  that  were  I  to  write  any  more 
reports  without  first  obtaining  his  consent  and  submitting 
them  to  his  perusal,  at  least  as  long  as  he  had  his  senses,  I 
would  act  the  part  of  a  spy  and  not  that  of  a  physician  ;  that, 

'  Copies  of  O'Meara's  reports  of  Bonaparte's  health  were  sent  to 
the  foreign  Commissioners  by  Lord  Bathurst's  orders. 
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moreover,  seeing  that  my  reports  were  transmitted  to  the  al- 
lied Commissioners,  and,  doubtless,  by  them  to  their  respect- 
ive Courts,  and  probably  would  be  published  in  the  English 
newspapers,  he  could  not  allow  reports  to  go  from  a  person 
in  my  situation  to  France,  where  he  was  once  sovereign,  and 
to  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburg,  styling  him  "  Gen- 
eral," which  would  appear  like  an  acquiescence  or  approval 
on  his  part  of  such  a  denomination,  rather  than  do  which  he 
would  prefer  any  death  ;  that,  therefore,  he  insisted  upon  my 
giving  him  the  title  of  "  I'Empereur  Napoleon"  in  any  such 
report  as  I  might  make  for  the  future,  and,  also,  that  I  should 
leave  the  original  in  either  his  or  Count  Bertrand's  hands. 
Either  this,  or  that  I  should  not  make  any  reports;  and  that 
I  should  give  my  word  of  honor  to  him  that  I  would  make  no 
written  reports  of  his  health  without  submitting  them  to  his 
perusal.  If  I  did  not  think  proper  to  consent  to  this  he  said 
that  he  would  never  see  or  consult  me  again  as  a  physician  ; 
that  the  reason  he  did  not  see  Dr.  Baxter  was  in  order  to 
avoid  having  bulletins  made  of  [him  ?]  ;  that  whenever  he 
did  see  him  he  would  first  require  him  to  pledge  his  word  of 
honor  to  make  no  written  reports  of  his  health  without  ob- 
taining his  permission,  and  first  showing  them  to  him  for  his 
approval. 

I  replied  that  I  thought  I  could  style  him  Napoleon  or  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  or,  perhaps,  leave  a  blank  space  in  the  re- 
port, but  that  I  conceived  my  making  use  of  the  title  "  TEm- 
pereur"  was  entirely  inadmissible,  aiid  to  be  impossible  to  be 
complied  with,  considering  the  nation  to  which  I  belonged  ; 
and  that,  with  respect  to  showing  him  the  report,  I  would 
take  directions  thereupon  from  you. 

He  answered,  No  ;  the  above  appellation  would  not  an- 
swer ;  that  if  I  wrote  about  his  health  from  symptoms  related 
by  him  in  confidence  to  me,  it  must  be  by  his  consent,  and  he 
must  be  described  in  them  [qu.  the  reports?]  by  the  title 
which  was  applied  to  him  by  his  own  officers  ;  that  in  my 
verbal  reports  he  cared  not  what  I  or  any  body  else  called 
him — Generale,  Tiranno,  Boja,  or  Bonaparte. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Barry  E.  O'Meara. 


No.  95. 
A  Monsieur  le  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Erdmansdorf,  en  SiLEsiE,  Octobre  17,  1817. 
Excellence — Au  pied    des  montagnes   sud-est,  entre  la 
Boheme  et,  la  Silesie,  demeure,  dans  une  vallee  charmante, 
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un  hommo  qui  vous  est  irrevocablement  attache,  Monsieur  le 
Gouverneur,  et  qui  depuis  oette  memovablo  campagne  de 
1814  a  appris  a  appveoier  vos  vertus  militaires  et  politiques, 
qui  admire  cette  imperturbable  Constance  dans  les  revers  dont 
vous  etes  honore,  et  cette  tenace  adherence  a  des  prinoipes 
pohtiques  qui  alors  seuls  pourraient  inener  a  des  resultats 
heureux.  Mille  et  mille  Ibis  j  ai  porte  mes  souvenirs  dans 
cette  vaste  solitude  de  I'ocean,  et  sur  ce  rocher  iiiteressant  sur 
lequel  vous  etes  le  gardien  du  repos  public  de  I'Europe.  De 
votre  vigilance  et  de  votre  force  de  caractere  depend  notre 
salut ;  des  que  vous  vous  relachez  de  vos  mesures  de  rigueur 
centre  le  plus  ruse  scelerat  du  monde,  des  que  vous  perrnet- 
triez  a  vos  subalternes  de  lui  accorder  par  une  pitie  mal  en- 
tendue  des  favours,  notre  repos  serait  coinpromis,  et  les  hon- 
netes  gens  en  Europe  s'abandonneraient  aleurs  anciennes  in- 
quietudes. On  m'a  plusieurs  fois  questionne  sur  ce  point,  moi 
qu'on  savait  avoir  I'honneur  de  vous  connaitre,  et  toujours 
j'ai  repondu  que  je  garantissais  votre  loyaute,  votre  sagacite, 
et  votre  vigilance.  Comme  moi,  le  plus  devoue  de  vos  amis, 
je  m'interesse  si  fortement  a  votre  bonheur,  je  vous  envoie  a 
travers  des  mers  immenses  la  priere  de  vouloir  bien  m'in- 
former  de  I'etat  de  votre  sante,  de  vos  jouissances,  de  vos 
peines,  de  votre  felicite  domestique,  enfin  de  tout  ce  qui  peut 
interesser  un  ami.  La  solitude  a  laquelle  vous  etes  probaBle- 
meiit  condamne  de  temps  a  temps  pourrait  me  devenir  favor- 
able en  cela  que,  peut-etre,  vous  condesoendriez  a  vous  preter 
a  mes  voeux.  II  n'augmenterait  pas  peu  ma  consideration  si 
je  recevais  une  lettre  du  G-ouverneur  de  Ste.  Helene.  Le  fa- 
meux  manuscrit  de  Ste.  Helene  a  fait  une  sensation  scanda- 
leuse  et  dangereuse  en  Europe,  surtout  en  France,  ou,  quoi- 
qu'il  ait  ete  supprime,  il  a  ete  lu  dans  toutes  les  coteries  de 
Paris,  et  ou  meme  les  femmes,  au  lieu  de  coucher  avec  leurs 
amants,  ont  employe  leurs  imits  a  le  copier.  Beaucoup  de 
gens  eclaires  sont  de  I'opinion  que  c'est  I'usurpateur  lui-meme 
qui  I'a  ecrit,  parce-que  quoiqu'il  ne  soit  pas  impossible  d'imi- 
ter  son  style  concentre  et  brulant,  il  le  serait  tout-a-fait  d'y 
mettre  tout  sou  caractere  et  toute  son  ame.  La  paix  en 
France  n'est  pas  retablie  ;  les  choses  se  sont  meme  empirees. 
Tant  qu'un  soldat  de  Napoleon  respirera,  et  tant  qu'un  com- 
mis  de  son  administration  ne  sera  pas  ministre  ou  prefet,  la 
tranquillite  ne  rentrera  pas  dans  cette  nation  ambitieuse,  cu- 
pide,  et  vindicative.  Si  Bonaparte  mettait  le  pied  sur  le  sol 
de  la  France,  il  regnerait  plus  absolument  que  jamais,  et  en- 
core pourrait-il  ebranler  les  fondemens  de  I'ancienne  Europe. 
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Tant  qu'il  est  sous  votre  tutelle,  les  regards  de  la  nation  se 
portent  sur  le  jeune  Napoleon  L'ete  procliain  les  monarques 
s'aboucheront  pour  deliberer  sur  la  question  si  I'armee  d'occu- 
pation  peut  etre  retiree.  En  toute  apparence  elle  sera  deci- 
dee  dans  I'affirmative.  Des  lors  je  ferai  preparer  mas  Equip- 
ages de  campagne,  car  nos  Franyais  ne  tarderont  pas  de  se 
remuer,  et  de  ce  foyer  de  dissensions  le  feu  s'etendra  sur 
maints  pays.  Apres  la  derniere  paix  de  Paris  le  E,oi  m'avait 
nomme  au  commandement  sur  le  Rhin.  Je  n'y  ai  siege  que 
huit  mois,  apres  lesquels,  voulant  me  retirer  des  affaires  et 
vivre  avec  mes  enfans  dans  la  campagne,  j'ai  donnee  ma  de- 
mission, qui  fut  enfin  acceptee.  J'avais  passe  I'hiver  dernier 
sur  ma  terra,  lorsqua  je  fus  de  nouveau  appele  dans  le  Conseil 
d'Etat.  Je  erus  ne  devoir  pas  refuser,  et  je  me  suis  encore 
une  fbis  jete  dans  le  tourbillon  des  affaires,  et  dans  les  inquie- 
tudes d'une  nouvelle  creation,  car  il  n'est  question  de  moindre 
chose  que  de  regenerer  nos  finances,  notre  mode  d'impots,  et 
de  nous  donner  une  constitution.  Voila  de  quoi  pour  y  penser 
a  deux  fois.  Pendant  nos  vacances  actuelles  le  passe  encore 
mon  temps  sur  ma  terra,  oii  je  mene  une  vie  delicieuse.  Le 
plaisir  de  vous  eorire  y  prend  sa  due  part.  Veuillez,  Excel- 
lence, m'honorer  de  votre  souvenir  —  raoi,  un  compagnon 
d'armas,  et  un  ami  qui  vous  est  attache  par  tant  de  liens  et 
qui  vous  a  voue  son  entiera  estime. 

Le  General  d'Infanterie  Compte  de  Gneisenau. 


No.  96. 
To  Count  Bertrand. 

Plantation  House,  October  31,  1817. 
The  Governor  has  the  honor  to  inform  Coimt  Bertrand 
that  an  opportunity  will  soon  occur  for  forvfarding  to  Europe 
the  packet  he  sent  to  him  on  the  7th  instant  to  the  address 
of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  He  thinks  it  proper  at  the  same 
time  to  acquaint  him  that,  should  this  packet,  as  addressed  to 
a  member  of  the  British  Government,  though  not  in  that 
department  which  the  instructions  of  the  Government  and 
the  Act  of  Parliament  point  out  as  the  proper  official  channel 
to  be  resorted  to,  be  sent  to  England  in  its  present  sealed 
state,  and  be  found  to  contain  any  application  or  representa- 
tion from  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  regarding  his  situation  on  this 
island,  it  will  be,  as  the  Governor  conceives,  certainly  referred 
back  here  for  his  observations ;  aiLd  he  therefore  bags  Count 
Bertrand  will  acquaint  Napoleon  Bonaparte  of  this  circura- 
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stance,  that  he  may  be  rendered  aware  of  the  delay  that 
may  thus  arise  by  his  having  deviated  from  the  course  pointed 
out  by  the  instructions  in  his  mode  of  transmitting  it. 


No.  97. 
To  LiEBi  .-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Colonial  Office,  October  24,  ISVT. 

Sir — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  dispatches  to 
No.  86  inclusive,  M'hich  have  been  duly  laid  before  the  Prince 
Regent. 

As  I  observed  from  the  statement  contained  in  your  dispatch 
No.  84  that  the  expense  of  General  Bonaparte's  establish- 
ment exceeds  £  1 2,000  per  annum,  and  that  the  excess  beyond 
that  sum  has,  up  to  the  date  of  that  dispatch,  been  defrayed 
from  his  own  funds,  I  deem  it  necessary  again  to  call  your 
attention  to  that  part  of  my  dispatch  No.  15,  of  the  22d  No- 
vember last,  in  which,  in  limiting  the  expense  to  £12,000 
a  year,  I  still  left  you  at  liberty  to  incur  a  further  expenditure, 
should  you  consider  it  to  be  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte,  and  to  repeat  that,  if  you  should  consider  the 
sum  of  £12,000  a  year  not  to  be  adequate  ,to  maintain  such  an 
establishment  as  would  be  requisite  for  a  General  officer  of 
distinction,  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  making  what  you 
deem  to  be  a  requisite  addition  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  expenses  which  General  Bonaparte  has  himself  defrayed 
are  beyond  what  on  a  liberal  construction  might  be  proper  in 
a  General  officer  of  distinction,  you  will  permit  them,  as  here- 
tofore, to  be  defrayed  from  his  own  funds. 

Adverting  to  that  part  of  your  dispatch  No.  84  in  which 
you  state  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  you  have 
not  thought  it  expedient  to  act  upon  the  instructions  which 
related  to  the  money  advanced  by  Las  Cases  to  General  Bona- 
parte, I  have  great  pleasure  in  expressing  to  your  Excellency 
ray  entire  approbation  of  the  sound  discretion  which  you  have 
exercised  on  that  occasion.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Bathurst. 


No.  98. 

To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Colonial  Office,  October  24,  1817. 
Sir — I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's  dis- 
patch marked  "  Private,"  of  the  13th  August,  by  H.M.S.  Lyra. 
Although  1  flatter  myself  that  a  former  instruction  relating 
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to  your  future  intercourse  with  General  Bonaparte  and  his 
followers  will  tend  to  protect  you  in  some  measure  from  the 
rude  assaults  of  General  Bertrand's  correspondence,  yet,  as 
you  have  expressed  a  desire  to  have  some  instruction  on  the 
line  of  conduct  which  you  ought  on  such  occasions  to  hold 
toward  him,  I  am  unwilling  to  content  myself  with  a  simple 
reference  to  my  former  dispatch. 

Generally  speaking,  it  is  not  desirable  to  send  General  Ber- 
trand  or  any  other  of  the  followers  of  General  Bonaparte  from 
St.  Helena.  As  General  Bonapar'te's  society  is  now  so  con- 
fined as  to  make  him  sensibly  feel  any  diminution  of  it,  you 
may  perhaps  be  able  to  keep  the  party  in  Longwood  in  some 
order  by  the  threat  of  dismissing  any  of  his  followers  who  mis- 
conduct themselves  ;  but  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think  you 
will  find  more  advantage  in  the  menace  than  in  the  execu- 
tion of  such  a  measure. 

If  General  Bertrand  enjoys  any  greater  indulgences  than 
the  other  followers  of  General  Bonaparte,  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  be  continued  to  him  should  he  render  him- 
self unworthy  of  such  kindness.  If  he  shall  abuse  the  per- 
mission given  to  him  of  drawing  for  the  interest  of  the  money 
vested  in  his  name  in  the  British  funds,  or  shallrso  misconduct 
himself  as  to  make  him  undeserving  of  this  permission,  you 
will  consider  yourself  authorized  to  discontinue  it,  reporting 
to  me  the  grounds  on  which  you  have  done  so. 

I  would  however  advise  you  not  to  be  too  solicitous  to  re- 
press the  impertinence  of  his  letters,  or  of  any  written  from 
Longwood,  as  repeated  instances  of  such  attacks  upon  you 
will  be  always  considered  as  the  strongest  evidence  of  the 
temperate  exercise  of  your  authority ;  nor  could  General 
Bonaparte  or  his  followers  have  hit  upon  a  better  expedient 
of  forfeiting  that  claim  for  compassion  which  his  fate  and 
their  attachment  might  otherwise  engender.  You  will  never 
fail  to  transmit  to  me  copies  of  such  compositions. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathuust. 


No.  99. 
To  Lieut. -Genekal  Couxt  Bertrand. 

Plantation  House,  October  26,  1817. 

Sir — Having  taken  into  consideration  the  complaints  that 

have  been  made  against  the  situation  of  Longwood  House,  on 

account  of  the  want  of  trees   and  shade  in  its  immediate 

vicinity,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ob- 
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tained  the  assent  of  Miss  Mason  to  give  up  her  house,  which 
is  one  of  the  hest  situated  in  the  island  in  this  respect,  for  the 
use  and  accommodation  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  if  he  should 
please  to  accept  it,  during  the  summer  months,  or  until  a 
reply  may  arrive  from  my  Government  in  respect  to  other  ac- 
commodation for  him. 

With  a  desire  also  to  offer  a  stronger  inducement  to  him 
for  taking  horse  exercise,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  for  his 
information,  that  if  he  should  wish  to  extend  his  rides  at  any 
time  to  the  westward  of  Hutt's  Gate,  and  will  please  to  make 
me  previously  acquainted  in  any  way  with  his  intention  of 
going  out  in  that  direction,  he  will  meet  no  obstacle  to  his 
proceeding  (unaccompanied  by  a  British  officer)  by  such  roads 
and  to  such  an  extent  as,  in  the  event  of  this  offer  pi'oving 
agreeable  to  him,  I  will  immediately  cause  to  be  pointed  out 
to  you.i     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 


No.  100. 


To  Lieut. -Genee-al  Count  Bertrand.    ^ 

Plantation  House,  October  26,  1817. 
Sir — At  the  time  of  your  having  been  required,  conjointly 
with  the  officers  and  other  persons  who  accompanied  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  to  this  island,  to  sign  the  declaration  upon 
which  your  further  residence  here  would  be  permitted,  it  was 
your  particular  desire  to  me  I  would  deliver  to  you  in  writing 
the  heads  of  the  various  Regulations  to  which  you  might  be 
subject.  I  had  on  that  occasion  received  some  fresh  instruc- 
tions from  my  Government,  of  which  a  verbal  communication 
was  made  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself;  I  had  afterward 
the  honor  to  detail  the  most  of  these  in  a  letter  to  you,  and  to 
accompany  that  letter  with  a  paper  containing  the  heads  of 
some  alterations  in  respect  to  the  limits,  and  of  other  Regu- 
lations which,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  my  Govern- 
ment, and  viewing  the  attempts  that  had  been  made  to  elude 
some  of  the  established  rules,  I  then  tho\ight  it  necessary  to 
enforce.  The  departure  of  those  persons  whose  attempts  had 
been  the  most  marked,  combined  with  my  desire  to  remove 
the  objections  which  had  been  evinced  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
himself  at  the  mode  to  which  I  had  recourse  for  obtaining  an 
attention  on  his  part,  and  that  of  the  persons  who  had  ac- 
companied him  hither,  to  some  of  the  rules  in  force,  so  as  to 
'  To  this  letlpv,  no  answer  was  ever  returned. 
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prevent  the  necessity  of  any  interference  whatever  on  mine, 
induced  me  to  modify  the  Regulations  I  had  dehvered  to  you 
in  a  letter  on  the  26th  of  Decemher,  and  to  make  a  further 
change  in  the^i  by  a  paper  transmitted  on  the  5th  of  March, 
without,  however,  losing  sight,  in  either  case,  of  the  main 
objects  for  which  they  had  been  framed. 

The  very  urgent  representations  which  have  been  since 
made  to  me,  of  the  effects  which  some  of  the  restraints  still 
existing  operate  on  the  mind  and  health  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, in  preventing  him  from  availing  himself  of  the  real 
latitude  which  the  Regulations  in  other  respects  so  fully  afford, 
have  given  rise  to  further  communications  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. To  bring  the  result  therefore  under  one  point  of  view, 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  a  paper  containing  the  heads 
of  the  principal  regulations  in  force,  as  I  consider  them  to  be 
at  present  established,  and  in  which  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
make  any  alteration  unless  under  circumstances  altogether 
unforeseen,  until  they  may  meet  the  confirmation,  the  amend- 
ment, or  the  rejection  of  my  Government,  on  whose  instruc- 
tions, however,  they  are  already  in  every  respect  entirely 
foundecP. 

The  same  attention  will  be  expected ,  from  the  officers  and 
other  persons  who  accompanied  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  this 
island,  to  the  observance  of  these  Regulations,  as  was  required 
by  the  letter  which  was  annexed  to  those  of  the  9th  of  Octo- 
ber ;  and  the  same  rule  will  apply  to  all  points  not  expressed 
in  the  inclosed  paper  as  was  communicated  to  you  in  that 
letter,  and  referred  to  in  mine  of  the  12th  of  October,  1816. 
In  transmitting  a  copy  of  this  paper  to  my  Government,  I 
shall  not  fail  to  make  known  all  the  arguments  you  have 
addressed  to  me,  verbal  as  well  as  written,  in  abatement  of 
the  rules  as  they  at  present  stand. 

There  is  one  point  further  on  which  you  place  me  under 
the  necessity  of  addressing  you  ;  it  is.  Sir,  the  constant  use 
of  the  title  of  Emperor  in  all  your  communications  to  me,  not 
to  speak  of  the  tone  you  always  assume  upon  it.  You  dropped 
this  title  in  the  declaration  upon  which  your  residence  in  this 
island  was  permitted,  and  I  am  compelled  to  observe  to  j'ou, 
it  is  a  contravention  of  the  principle  on  which  your  signature 
to  this  declaration  was  required  and  given,  to  thus  again 
employ  it  to  me.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  Lowe,  Lieutenant-General. 
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No.  101. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  cc  27  Octotre,  1817. 

MoNsrEUR  LE  GoirvERNEUR — Je  reponds  a  vos  lettres  du  9 
et  14  Octobre.  Je  ne  puis  que  m'en  rapporter  a  la  mienne  du 
30  Septembre  :  depuis  pres  d'un  mois,  que  j'ai  eu  I'honneur 
de  vous  I'ecrire,  la  sante  de  I'Empereur  s'est  fort  deterioree. 

Si  vous  adoptez  le  principe  que  toutes  choses  doivent  etre 
retablies  telles  qu'elles  etaient  lors  de  votre  arrivee,  etat  de 
choses  approuve  par  votre  Gouveniement,  il  sera  facile  dans 
un  quart  d'heure  de  constater,  par  vingt  preuves  ecrites  et 
vingt  temoins,  cat  etat  de  choses.  Votre  lettre  du  21  de  ce 
mois  est  relative  an  pli  que  je  vous  ai  fait  passer  le  7  Octobre 
pour  Lord  Liverpool  :  ce  pli  est  entre  vos  mains  depuis  vingt 
jours  ;  il  est  done  la  propriete  de  votre  premier  ministre. 
J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c.  Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


No.  102. 
To  Lieut. -General  Count  Bertrand. 

Plantation  House,  October  29,  1817. 

Sir — In  addition  to  the  extracts  of  instructions  transmitted 
with  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  transcribe 
the  following  one  from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Earl  Ba- 
thurst,  dated  26th  of  September,  1816  ;  in  which  his  Lord- 
ship, in  reply  to  a  statement  from  me  of  the  complaint  made 
by  the  residents  at  Longwood,  "  that  they  could  not  commu- 
nicate with,  or  write  notes  to,  persons  on  the  island  without 
my  leave,"  directs  me  "not  on  any  consideration  to  deviate 
from  or  alter  the  rules  heretofore  laid  down  with  respect 
either  to  the  transmission  of  letters  or  the  communication  be- 
tween the  residents  at  Longwood  and  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Helena  ;  for  though  the  Prince  Regent  is  desirous  of  affording 
to  General  Bonaparte  every  reasonable  indulgence  not  incom- 
patible with  his  safe  custody,  yet  his  Royal  Highness  can 
never  be  induced,  by  a  false  idea  of  indulgence,  to  dispense 
with  those  regulations  which  are  essential  for  the  prevention 
of  escape,  and  which  are,  moreover,  as  free  as  circumstances 
will  admit  from  all  vexatious  interference." 

I  beo-.  Sir,  the  favor  of  your  adding  the  above  to  the  ex- 
tracts referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant ;  and  have 
the  honor,  &o.  H.  Lowe. 
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No.  103. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  October  29,  1817. 

Sir — According  to  the  directions  contained  in  Major  Gor- 
requer's  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you. 
Sir,  that  on  the  27th  of  this  month— when,  in  consequence 
of  having  heard  from  Marchand  (the  premier  valet-de-cham- 
bre)  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  been  very  ill  the  preceding 
night,  I  proceeded  to  ask  him  some  questions  touching  the 
state  of  his  health — he  interrupted  me  by  asking  whether  I 
could  give  my  word  of  honor  to  him  in  writing  that  I  would 
never  make  any  written  bulletin  of  the  state  of  his  health 
without  first  obtaining  his  permission  to  do  so,  submitting  the 
bulletin  to  him,  and  leaving  the  original  in  his  possession  ; 
to  which  I  replied  that  I  could  not  presume  to  do  so  without 
first  obtaining  permission  from  you  ;  that  you  had  already,  as 
I  had  signified  to  him,  declared  that  no  written  reports  would 
be  asked  without  my  previously  making  it  known  to  him. 
After  this  he  declined  answering  any  of  my  medical  questions. 

Some  daj's  previous  to  this,  when  he  objected  in  toto  to 
written  bulletins  unless  previously  submitted  to  him,  he  said 
that  as  to  verbal  reports  of  the  state  of  his  health  to  you  he 
had  no  objections  to  offer,  as  he  could  not  prevent  a  person 
from  talking,  and  besides,  that  they  could  not  appear  in  print 
signed  with  my  name,  and  moreover,  would  be  unknown  to 
him.  Neither  had  he  any  objection  to  my  consulting  Dr. 
Baxter  upon  the  state  of  his  health,  provided  it  were  done  as 
it  were  from  myself  That  it  was  natural  for  one  physician 
to  consult  with  another. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  latter  conversations  were 
meant  only  for  myself  and  not  intended  by  him  to  be  com- 
municated.    I  have,  &c.  B.  E.  O'IMeara. 


No.  104. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

St.  Helena,  October  29,  1817. 
Sir — In  answer  to  your  inquiries  whether  it  ever  had  come 
to  my  knowledge  that  Sir  George  Cockburn,  during  the  time 
he  was  stationed  on  this  island,  and  was  charged  with  the  cus- 
tody of  General  Bonaparte,  permitted  any  correspondence  to 
pass  between  the  persons  resident  on  this  island  and  those 
detained  at  Longwood,  I  have  to  state  that  I  knew  not  of  any 
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such  measure  having  been  tolerated ;  had  permission  been 
gi-auted,  it  would  most  probably  have  been  notified  to  mo; 
and  I  do  not  think,  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  Rear-Admi- 
ral's  conversations  and  behavior,  that  such  a  liberty  was  ever 
allowed.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

G.  E,.  Bingham,  Brigadier-General. 


No.  105. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

St.  Helena,  Octohf.r  29,  1817. 
Sir — On  our  first  arrival  at  this  island  I  went  round  the 
grounds  at  Longwood,  with  Rear-Admiral  Sir  George  Cock- 
burn,  to  ascertain  the  best  positions  for  placing  pickets  to  form 
a  cordon  round  that  place  ;  nearly  the  same  situations  they 
now  occupy  were  fixed  on,  and  the  pickets  on  the  south  side 
were  for  a  short  time  drawn  back  at  sunset  to  the  outer  in- 
closure  on  the  wall  round  the  wood  ;  but  as  the  number  of 
men  doing  duty  was  very  limited,  and  the  extent  to  be  guarded 
when  he  became  better  acquainted  with  it  appearing  greater 
than  we  had  at  first  an  idea  of,  it  was  impossible  to  form  any 
thing  hke  a  chain  which  could  be  at  all  serviceable  after 
dark ;  having  represented  this  to  the  Rear- Admiral,  as  well 
as  the  inconvenience  to  which  the  guards  were  subject  on  ac- 
count of  the  necessity  of  either  removing  to  tents,  or  allowing 
the  guards  to  remain  without  cover,  he  agreed  with  me  that, 
unless  a  greater  number  of  pickets  could  be  afforded,  remov- 
ing those  already  posted  was  useless,  and  he  sanctioned  the 
pickets  remaining  in  the  same  stations  by  night  as  by  day, 
and  orders  were  given  accordingly. 

G.  E..  Bingham. 


No.  106. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

St.  Helena,  Octoher  29,  1817. 

Sje. In  answer  to  your  inquiries  relative  to  my  knowledge 

of  the  intentions  of  Rear-Admiral  Sir  George  Cockburn  re- 
specting the  mode  in  which  the  house  at  Longwood  was  to  be 
guarded  after  sunset,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have 
reason  to  know  that  he  originally  intended  to  have  drawn  a 
chain''  round  the  wall  of  the  wood  at  that  time,  which  was 
'  It  is  perhaps  hardly  necessary  to  explain  that  a  chain  of  posts  is 
here  meant,  and  not  a  literal  chain. 
Vol.  II.— X 
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to  have  been  withdrawn  at  9  o'clock  when  the  sentries  were 
posted  round  the  house,  and  at  first  a  few  pickets  were  posted 
for  that  purpose ;  it  was  ho-\vever  immediately  discovered  that 
the  limited  number  of  men  doing  duty  would  not  admit  of 
this  being  carried  into  execution,  and  the  project  was  on  that 
account  abandoned.  G.  R.  Bingham. 


No.  107. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

St.  Helena,  October  29,  1817. 

Siu — In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  orders,  I  have 
the  honor  of  laying  before  you  a  detail  of  the  state  of  health 
of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  since  the  25th  of  last  month,  about 
which  period  he  became  indisposed.  Having  deliberately  ex- 
amined Mr.  O'Meara  touching  that  subject,  I  am  enabled  to 
communicate  to  you  the  following  particulars  : — About  the 
25th  September  an  (Edematous  swelling,  which  pitted  upon 
pressure,  was  observed  in  the  lower  extremities  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  reaching  somewhat  above  the  ankles,  attended 
occasionally  with  a  sensation  of  pain,  and  which  gradually 

increased  until  the  29th  September He  has  sleepless 

nights,  and  his  appetite  is  considerably  impaired.  His  gums 
also  have  a  spongy  look,  and  bleed  upon  the  slightest  touch. 
The  symptoms  of  disease  above  enumerated  indicate  a  scor- 
butic taint  and  also  a  tendency  to  dropsy.  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte has  in  his  usual  good  health  a  remarkably  slow  pulse, 
seldom  rising  higher  than  60  beats  in  a  minute,  is  corpulent, 
and  of  a  leucophlegmatic,  lax,  flabby  habit ;  he  leads  a  very 
sedentary  inactive  life,  and  indulges  much  too  freely  in  the 
use  of  the  warm  bath,  in  which  he  frequently  will  remain  for 
hours,  and  repeats  it  almost  daily,  which  must  tend  to  the 
general  relaxation  of  the  body,  and  adds  to  the  sources  of  dis- 
ease already  existing. 

A  purge  of  crystals  of  tartar  has  been  recommended,  to- 
gether with  frictions  of  the  extremities  and  the  free  use  of  the 
flesh-brush,  the  warm  bath  at  the  temperature  of  102  or  104, 
a  more  copious  proportion  of  pungent  antiscorbutic  vegetable 
food,  and  exercise  on  horseback.  The  mode  of  treatment  here 
enjoined  (with  the  exception  of  the  warm  bath)  is  perfectly 
consonant  with  my  views  of  the  treatment  of  his  complaint. 
The  warm  bath  I  think  unnecessary  if  not  injurious  in  this 
complaint,  and  may,  in  conjunction  with  other  debilitating 
causes,  have  operated  in  inducing  disease.     He  evinces  an  in- 
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superable  aversion  to  all  internal  remedies,  has  refused  the 
medicine  prescribed  for  him,  and  observed  that  he  had  never 
in  his  life  taken  any.  He  readily  adopted  the  vegetable  diet 
and  the  flesh-brush,  but  can  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 
exercise.  * 

Could  he  be  induced  to  alter  his  inactive  way  of  life,  to 
adopt  an  invigorating  regimen,  and  take  regular  exercise  on 
horseback,  there  appears  little  doubt  of  his  speedily  recovering 
his  sleep,  appetite,  and  health.  On  the  1st  October  he  com- 
plained of  dull  pain  or  uneasiness  in  the  right  side,  in  the 
region  of  the  liver,  accompanied  with  a  similar  sensation  in 
the  shoulder  of  the  same  side,  neither  of  which  were  severe. 
.  His  bowels  being  constipated  may  perhaps  have  occasioned 
this  sensation.  His  antipathy  to  all  internal  I'emedies  con- 
tinues unabated.  He  complains  of  pain  in  the  teeth  and 
cheeks  of  the  right  side.  His  other  complaints  are  stationary. 
The  uneasiness  in  the  side  continued  until  the  4th  October, 
when,  after  the  use  of  a  warm  salt-water  bath,  he  felt  con- 
siderable relief.  There  is  some  enlargement  of  the  right  hy- 
pochondrium,  but,  from  the  degree  of  obesity  of  these  parts, 
it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  with  any  precision  whether  it  arises 
from  a  swelling  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver  or  not.  Says  that 
he  suffered  more  acute  pain  than  usual  in  the  side  during  the 
night  of  the  3d,  but  after  a  free  perspiration  in  the  morning, 
felt  much  relieved.  The  tumefaction  of  the  extremities  is 
now  somewhat  abated,  but  extends  rather  higher  up  the  leg, 
and  is  still  attended  with  pain  on  pressure.  The  spongy 
bleeding  state  of  the  gums  is  also  improved.  He  still  com- 
plains of  want  of  sleep.  Has  taken  no  medicine,  and  refuses 
to  take  exercise  on  horseback.  'October  3d. — It  has  not  yet 
been  possible  to  ascertain  whether  the  swelling  of  the  side 
arises  from  enlargement  of  the  liver  ;  the  pain  continues  the 
same,  the  gums  improving ;  swelling  of  the  extremities  nearly 
stationary.  October  6th. — He  now  feels  relief  from  all  his 
complaints,  the  swelling  of  the  legs  having  abated,  and  also 
the  pain  of  the  side.  October  7th. — Had  a  slight  return  of 
pain  in  the  side,  the  legs  are  less  swelled,  and  gums  better. 
October  8th. — Pain  of  side  has  extended  backward,  but  has 
not  increased.  Less  improving  ;  has  not  taken  any  medicine. 
October  9th. — During  the  night  says  he  was  affected  with 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  which  has  not  returned  since.  Swell- 
ing of  the  legs  less  ;  uneasiness  of  the  side  is  stationary.  Oc- 
tober 10th. — The  swelling  of  the  legs  is  decreasing  ;  has  had 
no  return  of  palpitation  ;  pain  of  side  continues  nearly  the 
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same.  October  11th. — He  complains  of  a  somewhat  acute 
pain  under  the  right  scapula,  extending  downward  to  the 
side,  and  affecting  in  some  degree  his  respiration.  After  the 
hot  bath  and  perspiring  freely  these  symptoms  disappeared  ; 
has  still  sleepless  nights.  .October  12th, — Complaints  con- 
tinue much  as  yesterday.  October  13th. — Had  a  return  of 
palpitation  of  the  heart  last  night;  sleeps  badly;  had  a  slight 
return  of  pain  under  the  shoulder-blade,  that  of  the  side  does 
not  increase  ;  the  legs  are  considerably  lessened,  and  the  gums 
improved  ;  he  is  much  better  on  the  whole. 

October  30th. — He  has  thought  proper  since  the  13th  to 
withhold  from  Mr.  O'Meara  such  information  relative  to  his 
health  as  to  enable  him  to  make  a  report  on  the  subject ;  but 
it  has  been  ascertained  that  he  has  been  improved  in  health 
since  that  time,  the  scorbutic  symptoms  having  entirely  dis- 
appeared, his  appetite  and  sleep  having  returned  ;  the  swell- 
ing of  the  legs  is  gone  ;  he  walks  out  occasionally,  and  seems 
in  better  spirits.     I  have,  &c. 

A.  Baxter. 


No.  108. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  Octoler  30,  1817. 

My  Lord — I  have  the  honor  to  address  your  Lordship  by 
this  occasion  the  details  of  a  very  lengthened  correspondence, 
as  well  as  of  several  verbal  communications,  that  have  taken 
place  between  Count  Bortrand  and  myself  since  my  last  re- 
ports, in  respect  to  the  regulations  in  ibrce  on  this  island  for 
the  custody  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  the  effect  which  some 
of  the  existing  restraints  is  [are?]  stated  to  operate  on  his 
health.  The  first  intimation  I  had  of  the  violence  and  irrita- 
tion with  which  I  was  to  be  freshly  attacked  on  this  ground 
was  from  Mr.  Balcombe,  the  purveyor,  who  waited  upon  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  on  the  26th  September,  at  which  time  the 
swelling  in  his  legs,  mentioned  in  Mr.  O'Meara's  report  of  the 
27th  September,  began  to  appear.  I  inclose  to  your  Lordship 
a  short  detail  of  what  passed  with  Mr.  Balcombe,  who  when 
he  gave  his  first  relation  to  me  appeared  much  agitated  at 
the  sudden  and,  as  he  described  it  to  me,  quite  horrific  change 
in  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  countenance,  when,  after  asking  him 
some  questions  regarding  his  family,  he  addressed  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  restrictions  he  was  under. 

Mr.  Balcombe  was  directed  to  relate  to  me  what  he  said, 
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but,  not  deeming  the  purveyor  a  proper  channel  for  such  com- 
munications, I  resolved  not  to  send  any  reply  through  him  ; 
at  the  same  time  I  determined  to  weigh  well  what  concessions 
I  might  be  enabled  to  make  in  respect  to  his  limits,  or  on 
any  other  point,  and  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  that  I 
could  to  remove  in  particular  those  restraints  which  prevented 
him  from  taking  horse-exercise,  as  well  as  to  add  to  his  com- 
forts as  much  as  possible  at  Longwood.  On  the  27th  Sep- 
tember I  received  Mr.  O'Meara's  report,  already  transmitted 
to  your  Lordship,  giving  the  first  full  account  of  his  malady. 
On  the  next  day,  the  28th,  I  went  to  Longwood,  accompanied 
by  Sir  Thomas  Reade  and  Major  Gorrequer.  On  my  way 
thither  I  looked  at  the  house  of  Miss  Mason,  which  has  more 
trees  and  shade  near  it  than  almost  any  other  house  on  the 
island,  resolved,  as  circumstances  might  lead,  to  make  the 
offer  of  it  for  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  use,  but  did  not  at  that 
time  find  her  at  home  to  make  an  arrangement  regarding  it.  I 
was  well  aware  that  in  waiting  upon  Count  Bertrand  I  should 
be  exposed  to  the  real  pain  of  hearing  a  passionate  and  irritat- 
ing declamation,  which  must  destroy  the  force  of  any  argu- 
ment he  could  have  to  offer  me,  and  leave  me  no  other  alterna- 
tive than  to  retort  upon  him  with  some  violent  expressions 
which  might  widen  the  misunderstandings  already  existing 
■with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  or  to  confine  myself  simply 
to  the  communication  of  such  points  as  admitted  no  discussion 
whatever  between  us.  The  marked  discontent  and  almost 
purposed  irritation  in  his  manner  is,  in  fact,  such  that  I  was 
advised  not  to  wait  upon  him,  but  resolved,  on  my  ovni  part 
to  say  nothing  but  what  was  perfectly  conciliatory  and  thor- 
oughly well  meant.     I  went  prepared  on  this  ground. 

During  the  last  summer  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  found  a 
certain  convenience  in  a  large  tent  erected  in  his  garden, 
where  he  used  to  pass  a  great  part  of  the  heat  of  the  day. 
This  had  been  removed  during  the  winter.  It  occurred  to 
me,  instead  of  a  tent,  to  put  up  in  his  garden  one  of  the  tem- 
porary wooden  buildings  sent  out  here  for  barracks,  fitting  it 
up  in  the  style  of  the  Knightsbridge  houses,  which  I  had  every 
means  in  the  island  of  doing  in  a  neat  and  well-decorated 
manner.  He  would  thus,  in  place  of  a  tent,  have  had  a  well- 
ventilated  gallery  or  saloon  of  about  seventy  feet  long  and 
twenty  wide,  to  be  placed  in  any  part  of  his  garden  he  liked. 
It  would  not  have  taken  above  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  to 
construct,  and  was  all  I  could  do  in  a  short  space  of  time  and 
until  your  Lordship's  instructions  should  arrive  about  the  con- 
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struction  of  a  new  house  for  him.  This  was  the  first  proposal 
I  meant  to  offer,  and,  if  accepted,  would  have  added  more  to 
his  comfort  during  the  summer  months  than  could  have  been 
done  by  his  removal  to  any  other  house  or  part  of  the  island 
whatever,  unless  Plantation  House  (which  I  believe  to  be  the 
great  object  of  his  desire)  was  relinquished  to  him. 

I  waited  on  Count  Bertrand  to  make  this  offer  :  the  con- 
versation that  ensued  will  be  found  in  the  notes  taken  by 
Major  Gorrequer,  of  which  copy  is  annexed.  It  occurred  pre- 
cisely as  I  had  foreseen  in  respect  to  the  language  of  Count 
Bei-trand,  the  style  of  "  Vous  u'avez  pas  le  droit,"  "  L'Em- 
pereur  parlera,  sortira,  verra,  et  entrera  dans  telles  maisons 
qu'il  voudra,"  &c.,  was  not  such  as  T  could  seriously  enter 
into  any  reply  to.  1  therefore  confined  myself  to  the  princi- 
pal communication  I  had  to  make.  Two  days  afterward  I 
met  Count  Bertrand  and  asked  him  whether  my  ofler  had 
been  accepted  ;  he  said  he  had  told  the  Emperor  of  it,  but  he 
shrugged  his  shoulders  and  made  no  other  reply.  In  the 
mean  time  I  deliberated  upon  throwing  open  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  the  whole  of  that  part  of  his  limits  which  lay  be- 
tween Longwood  and  the  new  road  I  had  purposely  made  for 
facilitating  his  exercise  on  horseback  on  the  side  of  Woody 
Ridge,  and  removing  the  restraint  which  he  said  prevented 
him  from  going  out,  by  not  making  any  request  or  laying  any 
prohibition  whatever  against  his  entering  the  houses  that  lay 
within  it — resolved,  if  I  should  find  it  necessary,  to  take 
some  additional  precautions  with  respect  to  the  inhabitants 
themselves. 

Your  Lordship  had,  by  your  letter  of  the  7th  of  February, 
approved  my  making  an  arrangement  of  such  a  nature  if  his 
health  should  really  require  it,  but  did  not  see  the  necessity 
of  extending  it  to  his  officers ;  and  by  a  subsequent  letter, 
dated  the  21st  February,  your  Lordship  had  appeared  to  ap- 
prove of  what  had  been  intermediately  done.  I  was  aware 
of  a  difficulty  in  making  a  distinction  between  him  and  his 
officers,  if  I  threw  open  the  limits  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
leave  no  restraint  whatever  operating  upon  their  communica- 
tion with  the  houses  or  the  persons  whom  they  might  meet ; 
however,  I  resolved  to  act  in  the  first  instance  in  exact  con- 
formity to  your  Lordship's  instructions. 

1  addressed  a  letter  to  Count  Bertrand,  dated  2d  October, 
of  which  copy  is  annexed.^  I  had  sent  this  letter  from  the 
town  to  Longwood,  and  on  my  return  to  the  country  found 
'  '     '  Vide  vol.  i.  505. 
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one  from  Count  Bertrand  dated  30th  September,  which  had 
crossed  it  on  the  road.  This  letter  professes  to  be  a  recapitu- 
lation of  the  conversation  he  addressed  to  me  on  the  28th 
September,  but  is  intermixed  with  various  observations  not 
communicated  to  me  at  that  time,  and  omits  several  others. 
Your  Lordship  will  observe  the  differences  on  comparing  this 
letter  with  the  notes  taken  by  Major  Gorrequer,  whose  good 
memory,  knowledge  of  the  French  language,  and  perfect  ac- 
curacy in  taking  down  any  minutes  of  what  passes  on  such 
occasions,  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with.  I  did  not 
fail  to  receive  an  answer  to  my  communication  of  the  2d 
October,  which  Count  Bertrand  acknowledged  to  have  crossed 
his  upon  the  road.  He  rejects  the  concession  I  had  made  as 
something  more  arbitrary  than  any  thing  he  had  ever  before 
complained  of,  and  refers  me  to  his  letter  of  the  30th.  I  was 
perfectly  aware  he  alluded  to  the  exception  against  the  offi- 
cers, who,  having  signed  a  declaration  that  they  were  to  be 
subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as  Napoleon  Bonaparte  him- 
self, have  thus  a  point  of  litigation  wherever  any  indulgence 
is  given  to  him.  It  was  possible  that  mistakes  of  persons 
might  arise,  and  to  cut  short,  therefore,  any  objection  against 
Napoleon  Bonaparte's  taking  exercise  on  that  ground,  I  re- 
solved on  throwing  open  the  whole  extent  to  the  officers  and 
attendants  (who  would  have  had  the  point  litigated  for  them 
if  the  officers  alone  had  been  mentioned,  while  their  conduct 
has  always  given  less  cause  for  restraint  than  that  of  their 
superiors.  General  Gourgaud  alone  excepted)  as  well  as  him. 
I  therefore  addressed  a  further  letter  to  Count  Bertrand,  mak- 
ing known  this  additional  concession  ;  but  having  already 
assumed  an  initiative  in  the  correspondence  by  my  letter  of 
the  2d  October,  sent  before  Count  Bertrand's  of  the  30th 
September  had  been  received,  I  resolved  to  set  aside  the  whole 
principle  of  the  arguments  attempted  to  be  urged  in  that 
letter  and  to  act  entirely  according  to  the  impulse  of  what  I 
had  myself  commenced  to  address  him  upon.  I  received  a 
further  letter  from  Count  Bertrand  dated  the  5th  October,  in 
which  he  refers  me  again  to  his  of  the  30th.  I  replied  to 
him  again  on  the  6th,  announcing  my  determination  not  to 
be  influenced  by  any  consideration  whatever  to  remove  the 
sentries  placed  after  dark,  nor  to  desist  from  making  such 
regulations  as  I  might  find  necessary  for  enforcing  your  Lord- 
ship's instruction  in  preventing  the  communication  of  any 
persons  unknown  to  me.  Under  the  impression,  however,  it 
might  abate  from  the  great  displeasure  felt  at  the  regulation 
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being  supposed  wholly  to  have  sprung  from  me,  I  accompanied 
this  letter  with  some  extracts  from  your  Lordship's  instructions, 
of  which  copies  will  he  found  annexed,  not  as  deeming  it 
necessary  to  justify  any  of  the  regulations  that  were  in  force, 
hut  merely  to  obviate  cavil  that  might  othei-wise  arise.  I  at 
the  same  time  transmitted  a  separate  letter  to  Count  Bertrand, 
suggesting  the  expediency  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  receiving 
other  medical  advice,  referring  in  this  case  to  the  last  para- 
graph but  one  of  your  Lordship's  instructions  to  Sir  George 
Cockburn. 

The  day  after  I  dispatched  this  letter,  the  7th  October, 
Count  Bertrand  transmitted  to  me  a  packet  to  the  address  of 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and  on  the  same  day  I  received  another 
letter  from  him  with  the  reflections  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
himself,  and  his  own  observations  on  my  determination.  This 
letter  had  no  other  effect  upon  me  than  to  excite  my  real 
solicitude  to  remove  every  restraint  I  could  compatible  with 
the  determination  I  had  before  expressed.  Correspondence 
only  lengthened  the  means  of  obtaining  such  an  end  ;  and 
though  I  felt  it  as  humiliating  and  repugnant  to  every  feeling 
I  possessed  to  again  wait  upon  Count  Bertrand  after  his  letter 
of  the  30th,  I  determined,  notwithstanding,  to  allow  no  con- 
sideration of  personal  delicacy  whatever  to  interfere  with  what 
I  might  be  enabled  to  do  in  respect  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
himself,  but  to  call  upon  Count  Bertrand,  and  to  have  another 
verbal  communication  with  him,  carrying  with  me  a  memo- 
randum stating  all  the  concessions  I  felt  myself  justified  to 
make,  leaving  the  paper  afterward  with  him  for  Napoleon 
Bonaparte's  own  deliberation.  A  detail  of  the  conversation 
that  passed  and  copy  of  my  memorandum  is  annexed. 

The  foUowifig  day  Count  Bertrand  signified  his  desire  to  see 
Major  Gorrequer,  who  waited  upon  him.  A  detail  of  the  con- 
versation accompanies.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  sent 
Major  Gorrequer  again  to  him,  but  he  became  seriously  indis- 
posed and  was  unable  to  go.  I  therefore,  not  to  lose  time, 
waited  myself  upon  Count  Bertrand,  and  inclose  another  detail 
of  conversation  that  passed  between  us.  On  this  occasion  I 
had  taken  Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard  with  me.  The  next  day 
Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard  was  sent  for,  and  a  detail  of  his  con- 
versation is  annexed.  The  day  after  I  sent  my  definite  re- 
marks to  the  propositions  which  Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard 
brought.  These  produced  no  reply  ;  but  in  order  that  no 
doubt  might  remain  as  to  the  memorandums  and  notes  I  had 
given  in  being  definitive,  I  desired  Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard  to 


No.  108.  LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS.  489 

again  call  on  Count  Bertrand  and  clearly  explain  this  to  him. 
I  was  now  left  to  reply  at  more  leisure  to  the  gross  misstate- 
ments, as  well  as  the  defamatory  calumnies  and  insinuations, 
contained  in  Count  Bertrand's  letter  to  me  of  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, if  I  condescended  to  engage  in  a  discussion  with  him 
upon  them,  or  to  address  such  a  letter  to  him  as  should  wind 
up  all  that  I  had  myself  done  or  proposed  to  do  in  respect  to 
the  alteration  of  the  limits  and  other  points,  and  communicate 
the  same  to  him  in  an  official  form.  I  resolved  on  the  latter 
course,  and  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  dated  2Gth  October, 
communicating  to  him  the  regulations  in  force  on  the  island 
as  they  actually  stand,  and  acquainting  him  of  my  determina- 
tion not  to  alter  them  without  instructions  from  my  Govern- 
ment. I  accompanied  this  letter  with  another  of  the  same 
date,  proposing  for  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  use  the  house  of  MLss 
Mason  (which  is  within  his  limits)  during  the  summer  months, 
and  offering  him  at  the  same  time  a  facility  in  taking  exercise 
to  a  certain  extent  beyond  his  present  limits  unaccompanied 
by  a  British  officer,  provided  he  gave  such  previous  intimation 
as  might  enable  me  to  make  some  arrangements  for  observa- 
tion of  him  ;  while  without  omitting,  however,  the  mention 
of  the  object  for  which  the  intimation  was  requested  to  be 
given  in  my  letter  to  Count  Bertrand,  to  meet  his  ideas  of 
being  apparently  left  more  free,  I  was  the  more  induced  to 
offer  some  enlargement  to  him  in  this  respect  from  perusal  of 
the  latter  paragraph  of  your  Lordship's  letter  to  me  of  the 
13th  May,  which  I  had  just  then  received,  as  well  as  from 
knowing  it  ought  to  be  the  better  received  in  springing  froin 
a  voluntary  act  on  my  part,  and  not  drawn  from  me  by  the 
force  of  any  application  on  theirs. 

While  dispatching  these  letters  I  received  a  further  one 
from  Count  Bertrand,  dated  27th  October,^  which,  together 
with  my  reply  to  it,  is  annexed.  I  have  merely  in  this  report 
to  your  Lordship  recapitulated  the  occurrences  of  my  corre- 
spondence and  communications,  without  breaking  the  thread 
of  them  by  any  particular  comments  or  reflections  from  my- 
self :  the  letters  themselves,  in  fact,  are  full,  and  render  it  in 
a  great  degree  unnecessary,  but  whatever  explanation  they 
may  appear  to  demand  I  must  unavoidably  defer  from  want 
of  time  at  present  to  the  occasion  when  I  may  transmit  the 
duplication.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 


Vide  vol.  i.  p,  514. 
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No.  109. 
To  Earl  Bathurst;  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  Octoher  31,  1817. 

My  Lord — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Lord- 
ship a  series  of  reports,  or  bulletins,  received  from  Mr.  O'Meara, 
regarding  the  state  of  health  of  Napoleo'n  Bonaparte,  up  to  the 
13th  instant,  together  with  a  duplicate  of  the  last  one  trans- 
mitted, dated  29th  September.  The  reports  of  the  1st  and  4th 
instant  having  appeared  to  me  unusually  and  unnecessarily 
long,  containing  repetitions  besides  of  what  former  bulletins 
had  expressed,  I  directed  Mr.  O'Meara  to  compress  their  sub- 
stance into  one  dated  5th  instant  (that  of  the  10th  excepted), 
and  have  delivered  a  copy  of  that,  with  the  bulletins  that 
followed,  to  the  Austrian,  Russian,  and  French  Commissibii- 
ers.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  further  a  report  from  Mr. 
O'Meara,  dated  8th  of  October,  in  which  is  stated  the  opinion 
he  gave  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  of  the  cause  of  his  malady, 
and  of  the  ready  means  he  possessed  in  his  own  power  for 
obtaining  an  almost  immediate  cure,  to  which  the  assent  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  as  to  the  effect  likely  to  result 
from  his  following  Mr.  O'Meara's  advice,  la  also  expressed. 
The  arguments  oflered  by  him  for  his  not  taking  horse  exercise, 
according  to  the  opiniori  given  to  him,  are  at  the  same  time, 
fully  stated.  The  matter  of  them  was  however  so  blended 
with  the  medical  report,  and  the  introduction  of  them  appear- 
ing almost  purposely  designed  to  provoke  political  discussion 
in  respect  to  the  measures  taken  for  the  seoirity  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte's  person,  I  resolved  not  to  deliver  a  copy  of  this 
report  to  the  Commissioners,  but  to  ask  from  Mr.  O'Meara  a 
more  concise  one  of  the  opinion  giveii  by  him,  the  sentiment 
expressed  upon  it  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  the  leading 
ground  of  his  objection  to  follow  Mr.  O'Meara's  opinion,  with 
the  contents  of  which  I  have  made  the  Commissioners  fully 
acquainted. 

Some  days  after  I  was  waited  upon  by  Mr.  O'Meara,  with 
information  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  laid  him  under  an 
interdict  of  furnishing  me  with  any  more  bulletins,  unless 
they  were  previously  shown  to  him,  the  original  left  in  his 
possession,  or  that  of  Count  Bertrand,  and  that  Mr.  O'Meata, 
in  speaking  of  his  person,  should  give  him  the  title  of  Emperor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  report  which  1  beg- 
ged Mr.  O'Meara  to  make  to  me  on  this  occasion.  I  directed 
him  verbally  to  acquaint  Napoleon  Bonaparte  I  could  receive 
no  bulletm  which  gave  the  Imperial  title ;  that  in  other  re- 
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spects  I  was  nol  immediately  aware  of  any  objection  to  his 
seeing  the  bulletins  delivered  to  me  ;  but  that  it  was  a  sub- 
ject upon  which  I  wished  not  at  present  to  give  any  definite 
answer.  Mr.  O'Meara,  after  some  further  conferences  with 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  acquainted  me  he  had  been  asked  to 
give  his  word  of  honor  not  to  deliver  any  written  bulletins  to 
me  without  their  being  shown  to  him,  but  that  he  (Napoleon 
Bonaparte)  had  no  objection  to  his  giving  me  any  verbal 
information  I  might  require  respecting  the  state  of  his  health, 
saying  (in  order,  as  I  presume,  to  prevent  my  insisting  upon 
receiving  bulletins  except  under  the  forms  he  desired),  "Gluesta 
e  una  tornura,  per  cacciarmi  il  soccorse  della  medicina,  per 
arrivare  piu  presto  al  fine."  He  declined,  while  awaiting  a 
further  answer  from  me,  to  give  any  information  to  Mr. 
O'Meara  respecting  the  state  of  his  health,  or  to  answer  any 
question  whatever  regarding  it.  I  immediately  desired  Mr. 
O'Meara  to  inform  him  I  should  not  desire  any  bulletins  to 
be  delivered  me  without  previously  directing  him  to  acquaint 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  of  it.  Mr.  O'Meara  was  particularly 
solicitous  I  would  tell  him  whether,  if  bulletins  were  required, 
they  were  to  be  shown  to  him.  It  was  time  enough,  I  told 
him,  to  make  known  this  when  the  bulletins  were  required  ; 
so  long  as  no  bulletins  were  asked  for  there  could  no  ques- 
tion, arise  whether  they  were  or  were  not  to  be  shown.  Mr. 
O'Meara  had  a  further  conference  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
of  which,  as  well  as  of  what  occurred  in  the  preceding  one, 
he  has  presented  me  with  some  details  in  a  letter  of  which 
copy  is  annexed.  He  was  I  am  informed,  upward  of  two 
hours  with  him  upon  this  occasion. 

While  awaiting  the  result  of  any  further  conversations  be- 
tween him  and  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  I  have  directed  Mr. 
O'Meara  to  report  verbally  to  Mr.  Baxter  every  thing  he  can 
learn  respecting  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health, 
and  shall  in  future  refer  your  Lordship  to  such  reports  as  Mr. 
Baxter  may  present  to  me,  deeming  this  on  the  whole  a  better 
method  to  come  at  a  real  knowledge  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 
complaints  than  from  bulletins  which  must  be  always  shown 
to  him,  and  which  admit  not  the  previous  inspection  or  ex- 
amination of  any  other  medical  authority. 

As  no  bulletins  are  required  from  Mr.  O'Meara,  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  has  no  pretext  for  not  asking  his  advice.  It  is 
rather,  however,  perhaps,  his  desire  bulletins  should  be  asked 
for  if  they  are  .shown  to  him.  On  this  point  I  beg  leave  to 
request  the  honor  of  your  Lordship's  instruction. 
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I  shall  exceedingly  regret  if  I  have  in  any  respect  under- 
rated, or  appear  to  have  underrated,  the  degree  of  malady  or 
indisposition  with  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  is  affected; 
but,  with  no  other  source  of  information  on  the  subject  than 
the  letters  of  Count  Bertrand  and  bulletins  written  by  the 
pei-son  who  is  considered  as  his  own  surgeon,  which  are  to  be 
shown  to  him,  and  of  course  liable  to  be  influenced  by  such 
relations  as  he  may  himself  choose  to  give,  while  the  offer  of 
all  other  medical  assistance  remains  unacknowledged,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  do  any  thing  else  for  his  relief  than  re- 
move, as  I  have  done,  the  only  obstacle  which  has  been  stated 
against  his  taking  the  medical  advice  which  he  does  confide 
in,  or  appears  so  to  do,  by  not  further  requiring  bulletins  from 
the  person  who  gives  it. 

I  have,  in  the  mean  time,  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Lord- 
ship a  full  report  from  Mr.  Baxter,^  giving  every  information 
that  can  be  obtained  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  110, 
To  Eae,l  Bathurst,  K.G. 

(Private.) 

St.  Helena,  Octohcr  31,  1817. 
My  Lord — I  hope  I  shall  not  have  incurred  your  Lord- 
ship's disapproval  by  sending  the  packet  to  the  address  of  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool  without  breaking  the  seal  of  it.  I  am  per- 
suaded it  is  full  of  complaints  against  myself,  and  on  that 
account  have  felt  the  greatest  delicacy  regarding  it,  but  am, 
at  all  events,  not  sorry  that  it  is  in  the  first  instance  laid 
before  your  Lordship,  Avithout  any  comments  from  myself, 
and  to  iDe  compared  alone  with  the  reports  I  have  at  different 
times  presented,  which  have  been  in  general  so  full  as  to  leave 
me  little  to  add  by  way  of  explanation.  It  is  probable  this 
packet  may  contain  the  comments  which  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte desired  to  show  to  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  on  your  Lord- 
ship's speech  in  Parliament.  The  passage  that  is  perhaps 
most  likely  to  have  attracted  his  attention  is  that  wherein 
your  Loi'dship,  as  it  is  stated  in  the  "Morning  Chronicle," 
says  "that  the  range  of  his  hmits  had  not  been  reduced  until 
it  had  been  found  he  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  tampering  with  the  inhabitants,"  and,  as  stated  in  the 
"  Times,"  "that  the  restrictions  had  been  thought  necessary 

'  "Vide  ante.  pp.  482-484, 
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to  prevent  the  possibility  of  his  tampering  with  the  soldiers;" 
as  he  had  not  gone  out  in  the  direction  where  his  limits  had 
been  restricted  since  the  time  of  my  arrival,  it  is  possible  he 
may  have  taken  offense  at  this  passage  ;  but,  so  far  as,  re- 
garded means  of  prevention,  which  is  the  footing  it  is  put  upon 
in  the  "  Times' "  report,  the  object,  whether  as  relating  to  him 
or  his  followers,  was  always  in  my  view  :  attempts  to  tamper 
with  individuals,  so  as  to  render  them  the  bearers  of  clandes- 
tine communications  to  Europe,  your  Lordship  will  be  readily 
able  to  refer  to.  The  message  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  de- 
sired Captain  Poppleton  to  take  to  the  officers  of  the  53d 
regiment  appeared  to  evince  a  disposition  of  that  nature,  as 
well  as  his  mode  of  conversing  about  throwing  himself  on 
the  consideration  of  the  soldiers  in  the  camp  at  the  time  his 
expenses  were  reducing  ;  but  of  any  actual  attempts  with  a 
view  to  direct  and  immediate  evasion  I  should  not  be  able  to 
cite  any  particular  instance.  Mr.  Eobinson,  the  father  of  a 
good-looking  girl,  who  lived  within  the  limits,  at  whose  house 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  used  at  first  to  visit,  and  where  the  visits 
of  Captain  Piontkowski  became  afterward  exceedingly  fre- 
quent, was  once  accused  to  me,  by  an  officer  of  the  66th  regi- 
ment, of  having,  when  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  held  some 
very  remarkable  language  about  the  facility  of  Bonaparte's 
evasion,  and  of  the  fortunes  that  might  be  made  by  those  whci 
assisted  him ;  but  he  denied  any  recollection  whatever  of 
having  said  what  was  ascribed  to  him,  and  there  was  no  other 
person  than  the  officer  who  had  been  sitting  with  him  to 
prove  it.  An  accompanying  paper,  containing  information 
got  from  Mr.  Robinson  himself  shows  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  from  whatever  cause 
proceeding,  to  his  family.  The  daughter,  who  is  mentioned 
in  the  paper  under  the  name  of  Mrs.  Edwards,  married  a 
captain  of  a  merchant  vessel  of  that  name,  and  is  no  longer 
on  the  island. 

It  was  mentioned  to  me,  on  my  first  arrival,  that  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  had  been  in  the  habit,  when  he  did  go  out,  of 
giving  money  to  the  lower  classes  of  the  people.  I  ascertained 
about  nine  cases  where  this  had  been  done,  mostly  to  slaves, 
'  and  for  very  triffing  services,  such  as  opening  a  gate,  briaging 
a  glass  of  water.  All  this  may  have  been  very  possibly  with- 
out motive,  but  among  the  means  by  which  his  escape  might 
be  promoted  there  is  none  certainly  that  would  offer  a  greater 
hope  of  success  than  such  as  might  arise  from  a  perfectly  free 
and  unrestrained  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants,  not  merely 
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the  lower  classes,  but  even  some  of  the  middling  ones,  where 
great  temptations  might  be  offered  ;  and  nothing  therefore  but 
the  paramount  plea  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health  has  in- 
duced me  to  assume  the  additional  responsibility  I  have  done, 
of  throwing  open  the  communication  within  his  limits  so  fully 
as  has  been  done  to  his  followers  as  well  as  him. 

Your  Lordship  will  receive  by  this  occasion  a  map  of  the 
limits,  with  all  the  houses  it  contains.  Your  Lordship  will 
observe  in  Count  Bertrand's  extraordinary  letter  to  me  of  the 
30th  September  that  attempts  must  have  been  made,  wholly 
unknown  to  me,  to  excite  and  extract  opinions  from  different 
individuals  respecting  the  mode  of  treatment  adopted  toward 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  none  of  whose  names  are  however  men- 
tioned or  any  way  adverted  to,  except  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm's, 
though  that  of  Lord  Amherst  was  spoken  of  in  a  verba)  com- 
munication. The  extract  I  have  transmitted  from  Sir  Pul- 
teney Malcolm's  orders  to  the  persons  under  his  own  immedi- 
ate authority  will  best,  however,  show  what  were  his  real 
sentiments  as  to  the  necessity  of  restrictions  upon  communica- 
tion ;  but  these  could  not  be  known  at  Longwood  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  orders  and  proclamation  issued  on  shore 

In  respect  to  what  has  been  said  about  Lord  Amherst's 
opinions  I  am  to  observe,  that  a  few  days  before  Count  Ber- 
trand  addressed  me  Dr.  O'Meara  told  me  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte had  been  speaking  to  him  of  his  conversation  with  Lord 
Amherst ;  he  never  mentioned  that  any  opinion  had  been 
given  by  him  until  the  attempt  was  in  contemplation  to  in- 
duce a  change  in  the  regulations  ;  and  I  can  only  say  that,  if 
Lord  Amherst  did  express  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  the  opinions 
which  have  been  ascribed  to  him  (which  I  can  never  believe 
he  did),  they  must  have  been  in  direct  opposition  to  what  his 
Lordship  had  expressed  to  myself,  for,  in  riding  round  the 
limits,  I  pointed  out  the  restraints  which  lay  against  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte's  crossing  the  valleys  between  the  road  and 
Longwood,  which  he  seemed  to  consider  as  quite  natural ;  and 
on  mentioning  to  him  I  had  altered  that  part  of  the  former 
regulation  where  Bonaparte  had  been  requested  not  to  enter 
into  prolonged  conversations  or  enter  houses,  unless  in  the 
presence  of  a  British  officer,  his  Lordship's  remark  to  me  was, 
that  he  should  see  no  particular  hardship  in  such  a  rule.  I 
am  persuaded  his  Lordship  will  fully  recollect  what  I  have 
stated.  Mr.  Ellis  went  round  the  limits  with  me,  and  ap- 
peared to  see  the  matter  in  the  same  light  as  Lord  Amherst. 

Nothing  can  be  more  vague  and  undefined  than  the  "  etat 
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de  choses,"  as  existing  in  the  time  of  Sir  George  Cockburn, 
which  Count  Bertrand  seems  so  desirous  to  have  restored.  It 
gave  no  satisfaction  while  he  was  here,  for  the  discontent 
against  him  was  almost  as  violent  as  against  myself  On 
attempting  to  analyze  it  according  to  any  thing  that  has  been 
handed  to  me  in  writing,  1  know  scarcely  in  what  the  differ- 
ence exists,  except  in  respect  to  the  sentries  being  posted  after 
sunset  instead  of  nine  o'clock  at  night.  Count  Bertrand  has 
not  attempted  to  refute  the  assertion  contained  in  my  memo- 
randum of  the  14th  instant,  delivered  to  him  by  Lieut. -Col- 
onel Wynyard,  that  Sir  George  Cockburn  did  not  authorize 
any  correspondence  by  sealed  notes  within  the  island.  He 
says  there  are  twenty  witnesses  still  to  prove  the  "  etat  de 
choses,"  but  Mr.  O'Meara  is  the  only  individual  whose  opinion 
has  been  expressed  to  me  in  favor  of  it,  and  a  memorandum 
of  which  I  have  annexed  in  writing,  for  reference  to  Sir  George 
Cockburn,  if  thought  necessary.  Sir  George  Bingham  has 
addressed  a  letter  to  me,  in  which  he  disclaims  all  knowledge 
of  a  sealed  correspondence  being  tolerated,  and  Mr.  Balcombe, 
the  purveyor,  tells  me  all  the  notes  he  received  Sir  George 
Cockburn  directed  should  be  always  first  sent  to  him  ;  but 
even  in  case  Sir  George  Cockburn  may  have  allowed  a  note  of 
Madame  Bertrand  or  Montholon  to  pass  unregarded  (which  I 
have  also  myself  done),  or,  going  further,  that  he  should  have 
authorized  a  sealed  correspondence  within  the  island,  I  should 
still  not  feel  warranted  in  releasing  myself  from  the  obligation 
imposed  upon  me  by  my  instructions,  of  examining  every  sealed 
paper,  orpreventingtheirbeingdelivered  without  beingexamin- 
ed.   Your  Lordship's  judgment  will,  however,  better  determine. 

The  principal  advantage  of  the  "  etat  de  choses"  in  other 
respects  regarded  Count  Bertrand  ;  but  I  wish  to  refer  your 
Lordship  on  this  occasion  to  the  opinions  expressed  to  me  by 
Sir  George  Cockburn,  as  stated  in  the  last  paragraph  of  my 
letter  of  1st  September,  1816,  and  think  it  not  irrelevant  to 
add,  on  the  present  occasion,  that  once,  in  speaking  to  me  of 
the  extensive  limits  enjoyed  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  he  re- 
marked, "  /  might  restrict  them  to  Longwood,"  thus  suffi- 
ciently implying  that  he  had  himself  gone  sufficiently  far. 

I  pray  your  Lordship's  indulgence  to  the  haste  of  these 
observations,  offered  almost  while  the  vessel  is  under  weigh. 
I  shall  have  the  honor  to  address  your  Lordship  again  by  an 
early  occasion,  principally  in  respect  to  the  line  of  proceeding 
I  am  to  adopt  toward  the  Commissioners,  to  Count  Bertrand 
if  he  is  to  be  longer  suffered  in  this  island,  and  to  Mr.  O'Meara. 


496  CAPTIVITY   OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  111. 

Baron  Stiirmer  has  shown  to  me  the  dispatch  he  received 
from  Prince  Metternich  respecting  his  hne  of  proceeding  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Welle,  and  has  appeared  solicitous  I  should 
acquaint  your  Lordship  of  his  having  done  so,  and  that  I 
should  mention  at  the  same  time  there  was  no  existing  mis- 
understanding between  us.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 

Memokanda  of  a  Communication  made  by  Mr.  Robinson,  referred  to  in 
Sir  H.  Lowe's  Private  Letter  to  Earl  Bathubst,  Oct.  31,  1817. 
Captain  Piontkowski  frequently  mentioned  that  the  Em- 
peror would  not  remain  eighteen  months  on  the  island  ;  was 
the  bearer  of  a  message  to  J.  R.  from  Bonaparte,  saying  when 
his  daughter  was  married  (to  Lieutenant  Impett,  of  the  53d) 
he  should  make  her  a  present  oifive  hundred  pounds.  After 
she  had  been  married  to  a  Captain  Edwards  they  spent  about 
two  hours  with  Bonaparte  and  all  his  attendants  ;  he  seemed 
dejected  at  her  leaving  the  island,  filled  a  glass  of  wine,  and 
insisted  on  carrying  it  himself  to  her.  On  their  leaving  the 
house  he  stood  in  a  studious  manner  until  they  had  walked 
on  some  way,  then  followed  them  ;  on  overtaking  them  he 
embraced  Captain  Edwards,  saying  he  could  not  help  it,  he 
put  him  so  much  in  mind  of  his  own  brother  Joseph. 


No.  111. 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

St.  Helena,  November  27,  1817. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I 
was  called  yesterday  to  visit  the  Countess  Montholon  and  the 
daughter  of  Count  Bertrand  at  Longwood,  and  that  I  after- 
ward entered  into  conversation  with  the  Count  relative  to  the 
health  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  He  said  he  thought  the  Em- 
peror looked  worse  every  time  he  saw  him,  and  that  his  coun- 
tenance was  more  sallow  ("janne.")  It  was  his  opinion,  that, 
although  his  present  complaints  might  not  be  immediately 
dangerous,  that  he  would  certainly  feel  the  effects  of  his  pres- 
ent state  or  way  of  life  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  also  said  that 
the  Emperor  did  not  decline  seeing  me  from  any  want  of  con- 
fidence on  my  professional  abilities  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  a  good  opinion  of  me,  not  only  as  a  professional  man,  but 
generally  ;  but  that  he  was  unwilling  that  reports  of  his 
health  should  be  published  ;  and  should  I  see  him,  he  knew 
that  would  be  the  case.      I  have  the  houor,  &c. 

Alex.  Baxter. 
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No.  112, 

To  Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Colonial  Office,  December  13,  1817. 

Sir — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
6th  of  September,  inclosing  one  addressed  by  General  Gour- 
gaud  to  his  mother,  in  vi^hioh  he  expresses  his  anxiety  that  he 
might  be  permitted  to  return  to  Europe  and  reside  with  his 
family. 

The  uniform  propriety  with  which  that  officer  has  behaved 
during  the  whole  period  of  his  residence  in  St.  Helena,  made 
me  anxious  to  mark,  by  every  practicable  indulgence,  the 
sense  which  I  entertain  of  a  line  of  conduct  so  different  from 
that  observed  by  others  of  General  Bonaparte's  attendants  ; 
and  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  Madame 
Gourgaud  that  I  was  ready,  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power,  to 
give  every  facility  to  the  execution  of  her  son's  intention. 

I  ami  led  from  Madame  Gourgaud's  reply  to  infer  that  her 
wishes  entirely  coincide  with  those  of  her  son,  and  that  her 
only  fear  is  that  he  may  on  his  return  be  prohibited  from 
residing  in  France,  in  which  case  it  would  be  the  wish  of  the 
family  to  fix  their  residence  in  England. 

I  have  at  present  no  means  of  knowing  what  may  be  the 
feelings  of  the  French  Government  with  respect  to  their  re- 
maining in  France  ;  but,  as  I  am  not  aware  of  any  serious 
objection  to  General  Gourgaud  residing  in  this  country  with 
his  family,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  instructing  you  to  permit 
General  Gourgaud  to  return  to  England  by  way  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  to  acquaint  him  that,  in  the  event  of  his 
conduct  continuing  to  be  marked  by  that  propriety  by  which 
it  has  hitherto  been  distinguished,  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  his  residing  here,  should  the  French  Government,  on  appli- 
cation, refuse  to  admit  him  into  France. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  113. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  December  18,  1817. 
My  Lord — I  avail  myself  of  the  passing  opportunity  of  a 
whaler  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  the  last  reports  of  the 
state  of  health  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ;  I  have  confined  my 
reports  by  this  occasion  solely  to  this  subject,  having  in  prepa- 
ration various  other  communications  to  address  to  your  Lord- 
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ship,  which  will  proceed  by  the  Phaeton  frigate,  expected  here 
in  a  few  days  hence,  on  her  way  to  England  from  the  Isle  of 
France. 

The  conduct  and  principles  of  action  of  Mr.  O'Meara  have 
of  late  been  developing  themselves  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
require  a  very  full  relation.  He  this  day  avowed  to  me,  that 
last  May  twelvemonth  (that  is,  immediately  after  my  assum- 
ing the  government  of  this  island)  he  pledged  his  word  to 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  that  he  would  not  reveal  any  conversa- 
tion that  might  pass  between  them,  unless  it  had  a  tendency 
to  escape,  without  making  known  such  a  pledge  had  been 
given,  either  to  Sir  George  Cockburn,  who  was  then  here,  or 
myself;  thus  establishing  himself  in  a  privity  of  intercourse 
with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  unrestrained  by  any  authority,  or 
any  consideration  whatever,  [other]  than  what  the  fear  of  the 
penalty  alone  (in  the  salvo  relating  to  escape)  might  be  sup- 
posed to  operate.  In  making  this  avowal  to  me  he  seemed 
to  boast  of  and  consider  it  as  a  trait  of  manly  independence. 
I  should  instantly,  on  this  as  well  as  on  other  occasions,  have 
removed  him  from  his  situation,  and  have  been  prevented  from 
doing  so  by  one  consideration  alone — that  of  the  clamor,  and, 
as  it  might  appear  to  many,  real  hardship  of  depriving  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  of  the  only  medical  aid  he  has  been  willing 
to  consult ;  but  even  this  consideration  must,  I  should  con- 
ceive, have  its  term. 

The  Commissioners  have  not  of  late  had  any  particular 
intercourse  with  the  persons  of  Longwood.  Count  Balmain 
has  only  met  the  Count  and  Countess  Bertrand,  their  family, 
and  General  Gourgaud  (all  together)  once,  and  Baron  Stiirmer 
has  met  none  of  them,  abstaining  from  doing  so,  as  he  tells 
me,  from  deference  to  my  supposed  wishes. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  114 

To  His  Excellency  Lieut. -Gen.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Longwood,  December  23,  1817. 
Sir — In  consequence  of  some  circumstances  which  have 
latterly  occurred  relative  to  the  obligations  expected  from  a 
person  filling  the  situation  which  I  have  the  honor  to  hold,  I 
have  conceived  it  essentially  necessary  to  lay  the  following 
statement  before  your  Excellency,  for  your  consideration. 
When,  in  August,  1815,  Count  Bertrand  (after  having  re- 
ceived satisfactory  answers  from  Captain  Maitland,  of  H.M.S. 
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Bellerpplioii,  to  the  inquiries  made  by  him  touching  ray  char- 
acter and  conduct)  did  me  the  honor  to  make  application  to 
Admiral  Lord  Keith  for  me  to  accompany  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte to  St.  Helena  in  quality  of  surgeon,  his  Lordship  was 
pleased  to  approve  of  and  to  sanction  my  accepting  of  the 
above-inentioned  situation,  which,  at  his  Lordship's  recom- 
mendation, was  afterward  confirmed  by  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty.  The  appointment, 
therefore,  was  not  of  m^^eeking.  I  never  for  a  moment  enter- 
tained the  most  distant  laea,  that,  independent  of  my  medical 
duties,  it  was  expected  that  I  should  make  a  report  of  the 
conversations  I  might  have  with  the  persons  whom  my  duties 
led  me  to  visit.  No  such  proposition  was  ever  made  to  me, 
either  by  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  or  Rear-Admiral  Sir  George 
Cockburn,  nor  was  even  the  most  distant  insinuation  to  that 
eifect  made  by  the  above-mentioned  distinguished  characters. 

"When  asked  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  tell  him  candidly 
whether  he  ought  to  consider  me  as  surgeon  "  d'un  galere,"  or 
as  a  medical  man  in  whom  he  could  repose  confidence,  I  re- 
plied, that  I  was  not  surgeon  "  d'un  galere  ;"  that  I  was  a 
surgeon,  and  not  a  spy,  and  one  in  whom,  I  hoped,  he  might 
place  confidence  ;  that  my  principles  were  to  ibrget  the  con- 
versations I  held  with  my  patients  on  leaving  the  room,  unless 
as  far  as  regarded  ray  allegiance  as  a  British  officer  to  my  sover- 
eign and  country  ;  and  that  my  orders  only  obliged  me  to  one 
thing,  to  wit,  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  Governor,  in  case 
of  any  serious  illness  befalling  him,  in  order  that  the  best  med- 
ical advice  might  promptly  be  afforded. 

When  asked  again,  subsequently,  whether  I  was  not  obliged 
(by  your  instructions,  Sir)  to  go  twice  a-week  to  Plantation 
House  to  make  reports,  and  what  the  nature  of  such  reports 
or  communications  was,  I  referred  to  the  senliments  1  have 
expressed  above.  When  minutely  interrogated  by  you.  Sir, 
as  to  the  number  of  interviews  and  the  subject  of  conversa- 
tion I  have  had  ;  and  when  informed  by  you,  Sir,  that  I  was 
no  judge  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  of  any  conversations 
I  might  have  ;  that  I  had  no  business  to  set  up  my  own  judg- 
ment upon  the  nature  of  them  ;  that  you  might  think  several 
things  of  great  importance  which  I  might  consider  as  trifling 
and  uninteresting  ;  I  had  the  honor  to  reply,  that  if  I  was  not 
at  liberty  to  exercise  my  discretion  or  judgment,  as  to  the  im- 
portance or  otherwise  of  such  conversations  as  I  might  be  pres- 
ent at,  there  was  evidently  no  other  alternative  than  that  of 
reporting  to  you  every  syllable  which  passed  ;  the  doing  of 
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which  would  place  me  in  the  situation  of  a  man  acting  a  most 
base  and  dishonorable  part ;  in  fact,  that  I  would  be  a  spy  and 
a  "  mmiton,"  and  that  such  conduct  would  cover  my  name 
with  well-merited  infamy,  and  render  me  unfit  for  the  society 
of  any  man  of  honor. 

He  who,  clothed  with  the  specious  garb  of  a  physician,  in- 
sinuates himself  into  the  confidence  of  his  patient,  and  avails 
himself  of  the  frequent  opportunities  and  facilities  which  his 
situation  necessarily  presents  of  be#ig  near  his  person,  to 
wring,  under  the  pretense  of  curing  or  alleviating  his  infirmi- 
ties, and  in  that  confidence  which  has  been  from  times  imme- 
morial reposed  by  the  sick  in  persons  professing  the  healing 
art,  makes  disclosures  of  his  patient's  sentiments,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  afterward  betraying  them,  deserves  most  justly  to  be 
branded  with  the  appellation  of  "  mouton." 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  Sir,  that  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  after  having  satisfied  himself  of  the  truth  of  the 
assertion  that  written  reports  of  the  state  of  his  health  were 
made  by  me  without  his  privity,  refused,  although  then  very 
ill,  to  consult  me  for  several  days  ;  and  from  his  well-known 
character,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  would  have  refused  all 
medical  aid  whatsoever,  if  his  surgeon  was  obliged  to  be  a  spy. 

In  answer  to  your  question  of  the  18th  of  this  month,  of 
whether  I  had  given  my  word  of  honor  not  to  make  any  writ- 
ten reports  of  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health  with- 
out previously  obtaining  his  consent  and  leaving  the  originals 
in  his  possession,  I  had  the  honor  to  reply  to  you.  Sir,  that  I 
had  avoided  giving  such  a  pledge,  by  stating,  according  to 
your  directions,  that  no  more  would  be  asked  without  first 
acquainting  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  Sir,  that  Count  Bertrand 
has  signified  to  me  that,  with  respect  to  the  title,  it  might  be 
easy  to  arrange  matters  by  making  use  of  no  proper  name  in 
the  reports,  and  by  substituting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "per- 
sonage," or  "  the  patient ;"  that,  provided  this  was  done,  pre- 
vious consent  being  obtained,  and  the  original  deposited  with 
one  of  the  French  suite,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  writ- 
ten reports  of  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health  being 
made.  The  substance  of  this  communication  I  have  already 
had  the  honor  of  making  known  to  you  verbally,  on  the  15th 
of  October,  and  the  14th  of  this  present  month. 

Having  at  various  times  received  contradictory  instructions 
from  you,  Sir,  1  beg  leave  to  reiterate  the  request  I  have  fre- 
quently made  to  you  before,  to  wit,  to  be  furnished  with  in- 
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struotions  in  writing,  to  the  end  that  I  may  well  comprehend 
my  situation  and  what  is  required  from  me,  and  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  mistakes  which  may  arise  from  verbal  in- 
structions being  either  forgotten  or  badly  comprehended. 

It  is  with  infinite  pain,  Sir,  that  I  feel  myself  obliged  to 
refer  to  the  ignominious  treatment  which  I  have  suffered  from 
you  in  your  own  house,  especially  upon  two  occasions.  Were 
I  culpable,  even  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial  could  ntft 
authorize  the  intemperate  and  opprobrious  epithets  so  liber- 
ally bestowed  upon  me,  and  being  twice  turned  out  of  doors 
in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  the  last  time  not  without  some 
apprehension  on  my  part  of  experiencing  personal  violence. 
I  have.  Sir,  had  the  honor  of  serving  my  country  in  the  Royal 
Navy  for  several  years,  until  now  without  censure,  and  per- 
haps, not  without  some  little  commendation ;  and  I  must  protest 
against  any  person,  however  superior  in  rank,  making  use  of 
language  and  treatment  toward  me  unworthy  of,  and  degrad- 
ing to,  an  officer  who  has  the  honor  to  serve  in  His  Majesty's 
Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  with  all  due  respect,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Barry  E.  O'Meaua. 


No.  115. 


Instead  of  the  following  letter,  which  was  the  real  reply  to  O'Meara's 
letter  of  December  23,  1817,  O'Meara  sent  home  for  publication  in  the 
"Morning  Chronicle"  (August,  1818),  as  the  reply  to  his  letter,  another 
letter,  which  was  written  to  him  by  Sir  Thomas  Reade  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1818,  and  which  related  to  a  different  subject  : 

Lieut. -Colonel  Sm  Thomas  Reade  to  Mr.  O'Meara. 

St.  Helena,  January  19,  1818. 
Sir — The  Governor  has  directed  me  to  make  the  following 
remarks  on  your  letter  of  the  23d  December.  The  first  para- 
graph speaks  of  "  the  obligations  expected  from  a  person  fill- 
in"  the  situation  you  have  the  honor  to  Iwld."  The  Governor 
knows  of  no  obligations  expected  from  you,  excepting  those 
which  relate  to  your  medical  attendance  upon  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, and  those  which  all  British  subjects  residing  on  the 
island  are  bound  in,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  when  required  to 
be  assistino-  to  the  Governor  in  the  execution  of  his  duty. 

The  second  paragraph  states  the  mode  of  your  appoint- 
ment as  surgeon  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  says  the  Right 
Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  had 
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confirmed  you  in  it.  The  Governor  has  not  seen  this  con- 
firmation, and  upon  inquiry  it  has  turned  out  precisely  as  he 
expected — that  nothing  more  was  done  by  their  Lordships 
than  merely  to  direct  Sir  George  Cookburn  to  bear  you  upon 
the  books  of  the  Northumberland  as  a  supernumerary  sur- 
geon, in  order  that  you  might  not  lose  your  time  of  service, 
and  might  receive  your  pay  as  a  naval  surgeon,  while  you 
continued  to  be  employed  ashore  in  attendance  upon  him. 
All  this  was  very  distinctly  expressed  in  a  letter  you  addressed 
to  the  Governor  dated  6th  August,  1816,  wherein  you  in- 
formed him  at  the  same  time  you  were  not  to  be  in  any  way 
dependent  upon  or  subservient  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  but 
to  be  considered  as  a  British  ojficer  employed  by  the  British 
Government,  which  latter  part  of  your  engagement  is  entirely 
omitted  in  your  present  statement,  but  its  place  is  supplied 
by  a  communication  of  that  into  which  yon  entered  with  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  cmiitted  i7i  the  first  one.  The  following 
paragraph  says  "  that  you  never  for  a  moment,"  &c.  The 
whole  of  this  paragraph  is  in  a  style  of  the  most  disrespectful 
insinuation  against  the  Governor  :  it  dares  not  assert  he  ever 
proposed  or  insinuated  you  should  make  reports  of  the  con- 
versations you  might  have,  &c.  because  this  would  have  been 
a  manifest  perversion  of  the  real  truth,  but,  by  your  reference 
to  what  his  predecessor  in  office  did  not,  leaves  what  you 
insinuate  to  work  its  way  against  him  for  having  done  differ- 
ently. The  fact  is  that  on  the  Governor's  arrival  here,  he 
found  you  to  be  in  the  constant  habit  of  waiting  on  Sir  George 
Cockburn,  informing  him  personally  of  any  thing  interesting 
or  important  you  learnt  at  Longwood  ;  and  it  was  not  until 
Sir  George  had  reported  to  the  Governor  in  your  presence 
some  particulars  of  which  you  had  been  just  informing  him 
that  he  requested  you  when  learning  any  thing  further  of  a 
similar  nature  to  acquaint  him  of  it,  which  Sir  George  Cook- 
burn  recommended  you  to  do  :  but  so  far  from  expecting  you 
to  make  reports  of  the  conversations  you  might  hear,  or  in- 
sinuating any  thing  to  that  effect,  he  expressly  mentioned  to 
you,  and  has  since  frequently  repeated,  that,  with  respect  to 
the  occurrences  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  past  life  (which  might 
be  supposed  to  form  the  principal  subjects  of  his  conversa- 
tions), he  was  in  general  regardless  of  the  information  to  be 
given,  only  desiring  to  be  made  acquainted  with  such  mat- 
ters as  it  might  be  important  for  him  to  be  informed  of  rela- 
tive to  his  own  duties  on  this  island  ;  to  v/hich  not  a  shadow 
of  objection  or  hesitation  was  shown  by  you,  but,  on  the  con- 
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trary,  from  the  time  of  the  Governor's  arrival  until  about  the 
period  when  Napoleon  Bonaparte  began  to  seclude  himself 
from  the  observation  of  any  other  English  person  than  your- 
self, you  appeared  to  make  no  secret  to  the  Governor  of  any 
thing  that  was  at  all  necessary  or  proper  for  him  to  be  in- 
formed of,  nor  leaving  him  the  possibility  of  suspecting  any 
pledges  had  been  made  to  prevent  you. 

The  next  paragraph  relates  the  conversation  you  had  with 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  when  he  asked  you  if  you  were  to  be  the 
surgeon  "  d'un  galere,"  &c.  It  does  not  appear  when  this 
conversation  took  place,  whether  during  the  time  of  Sir  George 
Cockburn  or  of  the  Governor.  If  during  the  latter,  it  only 
shows  you  had  one  line  of  conduct  for  the  Governor,  and 
another  for  the  Admiral.  The  reference  in  the  paragraph  to 
an  order  you  had  received  to  report  any  sickness  to  the  Gov- 
ernor would  naturally  lead  to  the  inference  the  conversation 
happened  during  his  time  ;  but  you  have  told  him  it  was  from 
the  Ad')niral  yoTi  received  that  order.  If  you  referred,  then, 
to  an  order  the  Admiral  had  given  you,  the  inference  is  more 
probable  that  it  took  place  during  hi&  time,  but  the  Governor, 
notwithstanding  that  ambiguity,  does  net  suspect  your  having 
offered  any  pledges  during  the  time  you  were  under  the  direct 
authority  of  an  officer  of  your  own  service  ;  in  either  case,  the 
contrast  between  what  you  stated  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to 
be  the  principles  upon  which  "you  hoped  he  might  place 
confidence  in  you"  viz.  that  oifm' getting  the  conversation 
held  with  your  patient  on  leaving  the  room,  and  what  he  has 
known  to  have  been  your  practice,  the  Governor  can  not  here 
pass  without  notice. 

He  desires  to  recall  to  your  remembrance  the  circumstance 
of  his  addressing  you  regarding  a  letter  which  had  appeared 
in  a  Portsmouth  newspaper,^  upon  which  occasion,  after  con- 
fessing you  had  suffered  yourself  so  far  to  be  tampered  with 
by  Count  Montholon  as  to  allow  him  to  leave  in  your  room 
the  duplicate  of  his  letter  to  the  Governor,  for  the  purpose,  as 
he  had  expressed  to  you,  of  being  transmitted  to  England,  to 
be  published  in  the  "Morning  Chronicle"  newspaper,  you 
avowed  that,  though  you  had  not  then  sent  any  copy  of  it  to 
England,  you  had  some  intention  to  have  made  extracts  from 
it,  to  transmit  to  a  person  in  the  Admiralty  ;  and  in  your  then 
great  anxiety  and  desire  to  iind  some  justification  for  the  pri- 
vate communications  your  opportunities  near  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte had  before  enabled  you  to  transmit,  you  exhibited  to 
'  Vide  vol.  i.  p.  259. 
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him,  unasked  for  and  unthought  of,  a  letter  marked  "  secret 
and  confidential,"  returning  you  thanks  for  the  various  rela- 
tions you  had  given,  and  desiring  a  continuance  of  them.  An- 
other strong  contrast  of  the  princijjiles  you  expressed  to  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  with  your  practice  is  contained  in  the  com- 
mencement of  a  letter  you  addressed  to  the  Governor,  dated 
the  28th  of  January,  1817.1 

The  paragraph  which  next  follows  states,  that  "  when 
asked  again,"  &c. 

In  reply  to  a  question  at  what  time  you  renewed  your 
assurance  referred  to  in  this  paragraph,  you  said  that  about 
the  middle  of  October  (it  was  on  the  15th  of  October)  you 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor,  stating  that  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  had  prohibited  your  transmitting  any  written  bul- 
letins of  his  health,  unless  you  gave  him  the  imperial  title  in 
them,  and  showed  them  first  to  him,  after  they  had  been  sub- 
ject to  such  modifications  as  his  desire  of  seoresy  in  respect 
to  any  particular  symptoms  might  prescribe  to  you.  For  up- 
ward of  a  fortnight  preceding,  and  for  nearly  three  months 
subsequent  to  that  period,  Napoleon  Bonaparte  did  not  receive 
the  visit  of  any  British  officer,  medical  or  otherwise,  except 
yourself,  secluding  himself  entirely  from  the  eye  and  observa- 
tion of  any  British  authority  whatever.  It  was  during  this 
period  also  an  extraordinary  effort  was  made  to  obtain  a  re- 
peal of  some  of  the  most  important  regulations  for  his  safe 
custody,  on  the  ground  of  his  health. 

Napoleon  Bonaparte  perfectly  well  knew  that  the  Govern- 
or's delicacy  would  not  admit  him  to  suffer  a  personal  intru- 
sion on  his  privacy  by  any  medical  or  other  officer  of  his 
choice  alone,  and  that  consequently  the  only  one  from  whom 
any  information  could  be  obtained  of  his  real  situation  was 
you.  In  reply  to  his  question,  you  offer,  without  its  being 
apparently  called  for  by  him  (as  you  have  stated  this  ques- 
tion), the  renewal  of  a  bond  of  secresy,  given  in  the  first  in- 
stance without  the  Governor's  knowledge,  and  the  reneival  of 
which  you  equally  conceal  from  him  ;  you  are,  Sir,  responsi- 
ble for  every  consequence  of  this  act  ;  the  assurances  you 
gave  were  unauthorized  and  unwarrantable  ;  unauthorized, 
because  you  had  no  business  to  communicate  with  him  upon 
any  instructions  which  the  Governor  had  given  you,  without 
his  knowledge  or  permission,  or  without  at  least  making 
known  to  him  you  had  made  such  communications  ;  unwar- 
rantable, since  he  had  told  you  you  had  not  his  authority  for 
'  Vide  vol.  i.  p.  404. 
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communicating  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  on  any  other  sub- 
ject than  your  medical  duties  ;  and  therefore  any  reference 
to  past  declarations,  when  you  had  assured  him  you  were  not 
surgeon  "  d'un  galere,"  that  you  were  not  a  "  spy,"  and 
"  that  you  hoped  he  might  place  confidence  in  you,"  was  en- 
couraging a  most  unfounded  mistrust  in  his  mind  toward  the 
Governor ;  insinuating  yourself  into  his  confidence  by  the  most 
unjustifiable  means,  and  lending  a  clandestine  and  subservient 
aid  to  what  your  letter  has  made  appear  to  have  been  his 
double  view,  of  confining  all  information  whatever  respecting 
him  to  your  single  channel,  and  attaching  an  odium  at  the 
same  time  to  the  most  natural  questions  the  Governor  might 
make  to  the  only  individual  under  his  authority  whom  neces- 
sity absolutely  compelled  him  to  see. 

The  Governor  holds  your  concealment  of  the  assurances 
given  so  long  from  him  the  more  culpable,  as  you  have  fre- 
quently since  told  him  you  had  no  conversation  with  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  that  had  relation  to  his  duties  ;  or  where  you 
have  confessed  that  other  topics  except  those  relating  to  your 
own  duties  have  been  brought  forward  by  him,  your  answer 
has  always  been  (not  that  you  had  given  any  pledge  of 
secresy,  which  would  have  opened  the  Governor's  eyes  at 
once  to  the  close  nature  of  your  relation  with  Napoleon  Bo- 
naparte, but)  nothing  important — nothing  interesting ;  or,  with 
an  assumed  air  of  independence,  which  was  only  a  cover  for 
the  actual  subservience  and  dependence  to  which  your  pledges 
had  reduced  you,  that  you  would  not  act  the  part  of  a  spy. 

The  next  paragraph  remarks  upon  the  Governor's  minute 
interrogations  of  you,  and  then  brings  forward  part  of  a  con- 
versation you  had  with  him,  keeping  back,  however,  what  is 
essential  for  the  right  understanding  of  what  passed.  Such 
minute  interrogations  must  be  unpleasing  to  those  who  are 
pledged  to  secresy.  The  Governor  owes  to  them,  however, 
the  disclosure  of  the  pledges  given. 

The  Governor  perfectly  recollects,  when  your  replies  to  his 
questions  have  been  "  nothing  extraordinary  —  nothing  im- 
portant," he  has  said  things  might  not  appear  so  to  you 
which  might  appear  so  to  him  ;  he  perfectly  also  recollects 
the  reply  you  made,  in  which  you  pushed  to  the  alternative 
[sic\  of  relating  all  that  was  said  ;  but  his  answer  to  this  you 
have  not  stated,  viz.  that  he  did  not  ask  you  to  tell  him  all, 
only  matters  relating  to  his  duties,  on  that  occasion  specific- 
ally referring  to  a  letter  he  had  written  to  Count  Bertrand, 
in  which  your  name  had  been  spoken  of;  after  saying  you 
Vol.  II.— Y 
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had  not  any  conversation  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  on  that 
letter,  you  mentioned  having  spoken  with  another  person  of 
his  family  regarding  it  ;  but  the  only  circumstance  you  did 
mention  in  respect  to  the  letter  the  Governor  had  heard  re- 
lated in  a  different  manner  by  another  person  a  few  days  he- 
fore  ;  such  points  may  not,  Sir,  appear  important  to  you,  but 
they  do  so  to  him. 

The  following  paragraph  is  in  the  same  strain  as  the  pre- 
ceding. 

It  sufEces  to  refer  to  what  has  been  before  said,  as  to  the 
difference  between  "  principles  and  practice,"  to  collate  this 
paragraph  with  the  secret  and  confidential  letter  you  received, 
and  the  commencement  of  your  letter  to  the  Governor  of  the 
28th  of  January. 

By  the  pledges  given  you  are  bound  not  to  reveal  any  thing 
■which  passes  in  conversation  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  while 
no  person  whatever  with  whom  you  converse  or  associate  has 
required  any  such  pledges  from  you  ;  you  are  released  from 
all  obligations  to  others — bound  only  to  Mm.  The  state  of 
subservience  and  dependence  upon  him  can  not  be  rendered 
more  manifest. 

The  paragraph  which  next  follows  speaks  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  after  having  satisfied  himself  of  the  truth  of  the 
assertion  that  written  reports  of  his  health  were  made  without 
his  privity,  refused  \sic\  to  consult  you,  and  would  take  no 
medical  advice  if  a  surgeon  was  obliged  to  he  a  sj^y.  The  use 
of  this  latter  term  appears  to  all  cases,  even  information  in 
what  regarded  your  medical  duty  [sic].  He  wishes  to  refer 
you  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  October,  where  it  is  stated 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  aware  such  reports  were  delivered. 
At  all  events  the  Governor  never  prohibited  you  from  show- 
ing them  to  him,  and,  if  they  were  delivered  to  him  without 
Napoleon  Bonaparte's  privity,  it  was  entirely  your  own  act. 
The  very  first  day  you  mentioned  to  the  Governor  that  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  had  an  objection  to  reports  being  delivered 
unless  they  were  previously  shown  to  him,  he  said  that  he 
was  not  aware  there  was  any  particular  objection  to  it,  and 
told  you  to  say  so  to  him-;  but  under  all  the  circumstances  (as 
before  referred  to)  in  which  the  bulletins  were  to  be  written, 
he  should  require  another  day  to  consider  his  final  answer. 
He  decided  upon  asking  no  written  reports  at  all,  but,  if  he 
did  demand  them,  he  pledged  his  word  to  you  j'ou  might  as- 
sure Napoleon  Bonaparte  you  would  not  be  called  upon  to 
deliver  such  without  being  authorized  to  acquaint  him  of  it, 
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The  next  paragraph  repeats  a  question  from  the  Governor 
to  you  on  the  18th  of  December.  Your  answer,  the  Governor 
desires  me  to  say,  Sir,  was  by  no  means  so  clear  and  explicit 
as  your  letter  states  it  to  be;  the  simple  "yes"  or  "no"  was 
not  given,  and  it  was  not  until  after  repeated  questions  an 
answer  was  given  nearly  in  the  same  terms  as  your  letter 
expresses;  even  this  did  not  entirely  satisfy  him,  for,  in  fact, 
it  appears  i\iz.t  lyrecisely  at  this  period  a  pledge  was  renewed 
by  you  to  jSTapoleon  Bonaparte  unknown  to  the  Governor,  and 
the  information  of  it  kept  back  in  your  replies  to  him. 

In  your  letter  of  the  16th  of  October  you  stated  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  unless  you  pledged  your  word  of  honor  not  to  pre- 
sent any  written  reports  of  his  health,  except  under  the  forms 
he  desired,  would  never  see  or  consult  you  again  as  a  physi- 
cian. To  avoid  the  necessity  of  your  giving  such  pledge,  the 
Governor  authorized  you  to  say  he  would  require  no  written 
reports ;  you  found  means  notwithstanding  to  convey  a  pledge 
to  him,  not  called  for  in  any  respect  for  the  execution  of  your 
duty  as  a  surgeon  or  physician,  as  no  pledge  could  be  required 
from  you,  after  what  the  Governor  had  authorized  you  to  say 
from  hiinself,  on  either  of  these  questions  ;  and  you  had  no 
authority  from  him  to  communicate  with,  still  less  offer 
pledges  to.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  on  any  other. 

In  repeating  the  first  question  put  to  you  on  the  18th  of 
December  by  the  Governor,  you  have  omitted  any  notice  of  the 
second.  After  having  satisfied  him  but  imperfectly  whether 
you  had  not  given  your  word  of  honor  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
that  you  would  not  deliver  any  written  reports  without  show- 
ing them  to  him,  he  next  asked  you  whether  you  had  pledged 
yourself  in  any  other  way  not  to  reveal  conversations  which 
might  have  passed.  Your  answer  to  him,  taken  down  in  your 
own  presence,  and  shown  to  you,  stands  expressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : — "  Mr.  O'Meara  says  he  pledged  his  word  to 
Napoleo7i  Bonap)arte  not  to  reveal  the  conversations  that 
passed  hetiveen  themselves,  except  tliey  had  a  tendency  to  his 
[Napoleon  Bonaparte's)  escape,  last  May  was  a  tivelve- 
mmith."  The  omission  of  this  last  remarkable  passage  of 
your  conversation  with  the  Governor,  in  a  letter  which  states 
so  many  other  parts  of  it,  needs  no  comment.  He  shall  here 
refer  to  some  dates  and  other  particulars. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  Lord  Keith,  dated  7th  of  August, 
1815,  you  state  it  is  only  upon  the  condition  that  you  are  not 
to  be  in  any  wise  dependent  upon  or  subservient  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  but  as  a  British  officer  employed  by  the  British 
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Government,  you  consent  to  accompany  him  to  St.  Helena  as 
his  surgeon.  In  the  month  of  May,  1816  (that  is,  immedi- 
ately on  the  Governor's  arrival  here),  you  pledge  yourself  m  a 
bond  of  secresy  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  upon  every  other  point 
than  that  which  the  lavif  would  compel  you  to  disclose,  or  hold 
you  privy  to  a  felony  if  you  concealed,  without  making  known 
to  the  authority  under  which  you,  on  your  own  application, 
were  to  be  dependent,  that  any  such  pledge  to  the  person 
upon  whom  you  were  not  in  mtij  ivise  to  be  depending,  or  sub- 
servient to,  had  been  given.  On  the  6th  of  August  following 
you  address  a  letter  to  the  Governor  soliciting  an  increase  of 
your  pay  ;  you  make  known  the  condition  expressed  in  your 
letter  to  Lord  Keith,  but  withhold  all  information  of  the  pledges 
you  had  given  in  the  mean  time  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  not 
leaving  ground  even  to  suppose  the  possibility  of  any  such 
having  been  made,  as  you  were  frequently,  and  of  your  own 
accord,  giving  very  full  information  to  the  Governor  of  the 
conversations  you  had  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  occa- 
sionally delivering  to  him  written  details  of  the  same,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  sent  to  his  Government.  It  is  true  you  told 
the  Governor  on  one  occasion  you  had  told  him  too  much,  but 
on  another  you  said  you  had  not  told  him  all. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1817,  you  are  found  to  be  repeating 
insulting  messages  from  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  the  Governor, 
obtaining  indirectly  his  reception  of  them,  and  not  disclosing 
until  after  he  had  received  them  you  had  been  charged  by 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  deliver  them  to  him.  He  finds  it 
necessary  to  declare  to  you  you  have  not  his  authority  for  com- 
municating with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  upon  any  subject  what- 
soever [other]  than  that  relating  to  your  medical  duty,  and 
that  if  you  reply  to  or  converse  with  him  on  other  subjects 
the  responsibility  must  entirely  rest  upon  yourself 

In  the  month  of  October  following  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
shuts  himself  up,  and  you  renew  your  pledges  to  him,  binding 
yourself  to  secresy  upon  almost  every  other  subject  than  your 
medical  duty,  upon  which  alone,  however,  you  had  the  Gov- 
ernor's authority  to  communicate  to  [with?]  hirn. 

On  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  on  a  question  from  the 
Governor,  what  you  yourself  thought  you  were  called  upon  to 
make  known  of  your  conversations  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
your  answer  was,  attempts  at  evasion  and  unauthorized  com- 
viunication,  and  that  you  thought  it  your  duty  also  to  state 
matters  of  importance  to  Government,  or  which  regarded  the 
Governor's  duties ;   on  the  25th  November,  when  urged   by 
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some  questions  on  the  latter  point,  you  insult  the  Governor 
with  saying  you  will  not  be  a  spy  or  a  "  ')nov,ton." 

On  the  18th  December,  pushed  by  his  interrogations,  the 
avowal  comes  forth  of  the  pledge  you  have  entered  into  in  the 
month  of  May  twelvemonth,  and  five  days  afterward  you 
address  a  letter  to  him,  wherein,  when  concealment  had  be- 
come no  longer  possible,  you  make  the  first  written  acknowl- 
edgments of  pledges,  in  terms  difl^ring  from  what  had  been 
verbally  communicated,  but  without  mention  of  any  date  that 
might  serve  to  compare.  You  then  ask  the  Governor  for  his 
instructions  :  it  is  an  insult  not  merely  to  him,  but  to  the 
British  Government,  to  ask  for  instructions  after  the  engage- 
ments into  which  you  have  entered  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
without  reference  to  previous  or  after  communicating  with 
any  British  authority  whatever. 

The  succeeding  paragraph  contains  a  singular  kind  of  oSl- 
cial  intimation  of  a  piece  of  conversation  held  to  you  by 
Count  Bertrand,  which  is  in  consonance,  as  the  Governor  sup- 
poses, to  the  views  you  wish  to  bring  more  particularly  into 
notice  by  referring  to  what  you  state  to  have  said  on  the  same 
subject  on  the  14th  of  December,  as  well  as  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber last.  The  Governor  has  no  precise  recollection  of  your 
having  said  any  thing  to  him  as  coming  either  from  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  or  Count  Bertrand  on  the  15th  of  October  last, 
whatever  conjecture  you  might  have  ofliered  in  your  ow7i  name ; 
but  whatever  you  said,  whether  as  from  them  or  from  your- 
self, must  have  been  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  written  com- 
munication you  addressed  him  the  same  day,  18th  [qu.  15th?] 
of  October.  Count  Bertrand  is  made  to  say  in  this  letter, 
there  was  no  other  mode  of  arranging  matters  than  using  the 
word  "  V  Empereur  ;"  and  "Napoleon  Bonaparte"  that  you 
must  call  him  by  the  title  applied  to  him  by  his  oivn  officers. 
When  the  Governor  requires  written  reports  from  you  he  will 
acquaint  yon  of  the  form  in  which  he  wishes  to  receive  them, 
and  he  desires  you  will  not  again  presume  to  address  to  him, 
in  an  official  manner,  any  observations  made  to  you  by  Count 
Bertrand,  or  even  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  unless, 
after  their  being  verbally  communicated,  he  should  require 
you  so  to  do. 

The  next  paragraph  talks  of  contradictory  instructions  hav- 
ing been  received  from  the  Governor.  The  term  is  both  un- 
founded and  disrespectful.  He  has  never  given  you  any  in- 
structions except  to  occasionally  report  to  him  the  state  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health.     If  you  mean  by  instructions 


MO  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  115. 

the  declaration  he  has  at  difl'erent  times  made  to  you,  that 
you  had  not  his  authority  for  communicating  with  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  upon  any  other  subject  than  that  of  yovlr  medical 

duty that  he  did  not  order  you  not  to  reply  to  him  on  other 

points,  hut  when  you  did  so  the  responsibilty  must  rest  entirely 
upon  yourself — he  has  never  suffered  you  to  quit  his  presence 
where  such  matter  has  been  spoken  of  without  giving  you 
an  explanation  as  above,  referring  you  in  every  other  point, 
when  you  have  asked  him  for  written  instructions,  to  the 
proclamations. 

The  last  paragraph  of  your  letter  is  best  answered  by  a 
brief  relation  of  circumstances.  On  the  25th  of  November 
the  Governor  asked  you  how  often  you  had  lately  seen  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  ;  your  reply  was.  Frequently,  and  sometimes 
upward  of  an  hour  together.  He  asked  you  what  where  the 
subjects  of  conversation — any  thing  of  importance  for  him  to 
be  informed  of?  your  answer  was,  he  spoke  but  little,  that 
you  did  not  wish  to  put  any  questions,  bvit  confined  yourself 
to  inedical  subjects,  as  he  had  desired  you.  The  Governor 
afterward  asked  you  if  nothing  had  been  said  upon  the  subject 
of  a  letter  which  had  been  written  to  him,  in  which  your  name 
and  duties  had  been  frequently  referred  to  ;  you  had  heard 
something  of  the  subject,  but  from  another  source  ;  the  inform- 
ation you  gave  was  as  before  related,  at  variance  with  what 
he  had  heard  from  another  quai-ter.  The  Governor  remarked 
upon  the  strange  kind  of  concealment  you  were  practicing 
toward  him,  when  yovir  reply  was,  you  could  not  be  a  spy  and 
a  "  mouton."  On  the  Governor's  asking  you  the  meaning  of 
the  latter  term,  which  he  was  unacquainted  with,  your  answer 
was,  "  One  who  insinuates  himself  into  the  confidence  of 
others  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  secrets  from  them,  and 
then  repeats  them  ;"  and  this  observation  you  made  to  him 
on  the  same  day  when,  as  above  stated,  you  said  you  had  con- 
fined yourself  to  medical  subjects  alone,  as  he  had  desired  you. 
The  Governor  has  had  to  endure  a  great  deal  of  provoking 
language  from  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  and  can  make 
allowances  not  merely  for  him,  but  lor  the  French  officers  who 
have  followed  his  fortune,  all  of  whom  have  filled  distin- 
guished situations  in  his  army,  and  are  suffering  under  very 
severe  pangs  of  mortification  and  disappointment ;  but  to  be 
bearded  in  his  own  house  by  an  English  officer,  attached  in  a 
very  subordinate  station  to  them  (holding  that  situation  solely 
from  the  Governor's  past  forbearance  toward  him),  who  bor- 
rows their  sentiments  and  their  phrases,  and  presumes  to  retail 
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them  in  reply  to  the  most  common  questions  on  duty  from  him, 
demands  a  degree  of  patience  which  he  is  in  no  respect  hound 
to  ohserve  :  and,  considering  the  provocation  given,  both  by 
the  use  of  the  term  itself  and  the  signification  offered  of  it, 
he  conceives  himself  to  have  acted  with  great  moderation  in 
simply  directing  you  as  he  did  to  immediately  quit  his  room, 
and  in  acquainting  you  that  but  for  the  state  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte's  health  he  would  not  suffer  you  to  remain  on  the 
island  an  hour  longer. 

The  second  instance  was  when,  after  a  lapse  of  eighteen 
months,  the  avowal  was  extracted  from  you  of  the  pledge  you 
had  given  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  in  the  month  of  May  twelve- 
month, that  is,  immediately  after  the  Governor's  arrival  here. 
You  again  on  this  occasion,  to  cover  the  concealment  you  had 
been  practicing  toward  him,  used  the  word  "spy;"  he  again 
ordered  you  to  quit  the  room,  addressing  you  a  reproach  as 
you  left  it  upon  the  want  of  candor  with  which  you  had  acted 
in  making  the  pledge  you  did  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and 
not  informing  him  of  it,  concluding  with  the  observation, 
"  You  ought  to  sink  in  the  ground  in  making  the  avowal  of 
■  it."  He  sees  nothing  to  recall  or  regret,  in  manner,  act,  or 
expressions,  on  either  occasion. 

Your  letter  finishes  with  a  reference  to  your  services  and 
situation  as  a  naval  surgeon.  This  is  the  first  time  you  have 
signed  your  name  in  that  capacity  or  made  any  particular 
reference  to  your  situation  as  such,  always  before  replying  to 
the  Governor  you  considered  yourself  under  his  authority. 
Your  prior  service  in  the  army,  with  which  he  was  until  very 
recently  utterly  unacquainted,  you  have  not  thought  fit  to 
refer  to  :  if  the  reference  was  necessary  in  one  case  for  any 
purpose  of  information  respecting  you,  it  was  also  so  in  the 
other. 

The  Governor  now  directs  me  to  say  that,  as  in  the  letter 
you  have  addressed  to  him  you  have  made  yourself  the  instru- 
ment for  conveying  a  slanderous  insinuation,  in  the  name  of  a 
person  who  can  not  be  cited  to  appear  for  it,  against  the 
British  Government  as  well  as  himself,  he  will  hold  you  re- 
sponsible for  having  inserted  the  expression  conveying  such  in- 
sinuation in  an  oflScial  letter  to  him,  abetting  and  giving  force 
to  the  same,  as  you  have  done,  by  the  mode  and  time  of  your 
repeating  it,  as  also  for  every  instance  where  the  letter  con- 
taining such  expression  may  have  been,  or  may  be,  shown  to 
any  other  person,  or  where  you  may  write  or  repeat  the  ex- 
pression above  referred  to. 


512  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  115 

The  Governor  further  directs  me  to  say  that,  having  on 
the  occasion  of  your  giving  up  to  him  the  letter  you  had 
received  from  Count  Montholon,  and  showing  to  him  the 
"confidential  and  secret"  letter  hefore  referred  to,  as  well  as 
on  other  occasions,  particularly  cautioned  you  against  repeat- 
ing or  transmitting  home  accounts  of  what  you  might  hear  at 
Longwood,  unless  it  was  for  the  information  of  Government, 
when  he  was  the  proper  channel  for  its  transmission,  he  will 
hold  you  now  more  fully  responsible,  as  a  receiver  and  hearer 
of  unauthorized  communications,  for  every  thing  you  may  have 
written  or  repeated,  or  may  write  or  repeat,  of  your  conversa- 
tions there  since  ymir  pledges  tvei'e  given,  unless  in  those  in- 
stances when  the  communication  has  been,  or  may  be,  ad- 
dressed to  him. 

He  will  hold,  in  particular,  the  repetition  of  any  slanderous 
or  injurious  expressions,  whether  respecting  any  member  of  the 
British  Government  or  any  officer  who  has  been  or  may  be 
charged  with  the  execution  of  its  instructions  on  this  island, 
to  be  the  same  as,  or  even  a  higher  offense,  than  if  the  words 
had  been  originally  uttered  by  yourself ;  the  situation  of  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  otherwise  not  ad- 
mitting any  redress  for  what  in  moments  of  anger  and  disap- 
pointment he  may  be  led  to  utter,  while  difficulty  exists  to 
know  from  him  if  what  you  state  of  his  expressions  be  correct 
or  not,  and  your  having  no  authority  to  enter  into  a  secret 
compact  with  a  person  thus  situated,  whereby,  under  the 
cover  of  your  attendance  upon  him  as  an  officer  employed  by 
the  British  Government,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  first  ad- 
mitted near  him,  and  then,  as  his  private  surgeon,  on  the  other, 
you  offer  your  pledges  to  him  unknown  to  the  authority  which 
sanctioned  your  employment,  thus  exciting  his  confidence  by 
unwarrantable  means  to  make  disclosures  to  you,  with  hardly 
any  other  check  on  their  further  repetition  than  in  his  desire 
or  your  own  discretion  and  convenience,  as  is  plainly  evinced 
in  the  expression  which  your  letter  has  repeated,  and  has 
been  still  more  so  in  others. 

I  am  further  directed  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you, 
that,  should  the  several  injunctions  expressed  in  this  letter, 
and  the  declaration  before  made  to  you  and  repeated  in  it 
(viz.  that  you  had  not  his  authority  for  communicating  with 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  or  the  other  persons  of  his  family  on  any 
other  subject  than  your  medical  duties,  that  he  did  not  order 
you  not  to  reply  on  other  points,  but  where  you  did  so  the  re- 
sponsibility must   rest   upon  yourself,   referring  you   to  the 
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proclamation  in  all  other  cases),  produce  any  embarrassment 
to  the  Governor  in  his  relations  with  him  or  them,  or  lead  to 
any  inconvenience  for  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  the  Gov- 
ernor will  hold  you  responsible  for  the  same,  as  the  natural 
result  of  the  unauthorized  pledges  into  which  you  have  en- 
tered, which  have  superseded  the  exercise  not  merely  of  his 
judgment  and  discretion  on  such  a  point  by  your  own,  but 
even  that  of  Government,  as  no  reference  whatever  has  been 
made  to  the  authority  or  sentiments  of  either  in  any  of  the 
pledges  you  have  given  ;  he  declares  them,  as  given  unknown 
to  him,  to  be  opposed  to  law  and  proclamation,  and  a  breach 
in  principle  of  the  orders  of  the  British  Government,  which 
prohibit  all  communication  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  except 
through  the  Governor's  agency,  and  of  the  orders  of  your  naval 
superiors,  which,  as  officially  communicated  to  the  Governor 
by  the  late  Admiral  commanding  on  the  station,  expressly  in- 
terdict any  naval  officer  of  whatever  rank  from  holding  com- 
munication of  any  sort,  by  ivriting  or  otherivise,  upon  any 
subject  whatever,  with  the  foreign  personages  under  detention 
at  Longwood,  without  communicating  particularly  and  di- 
rectly his  intentions  and  wishes  thereupon  to  the  naval  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  obtaining  his  permission  for  the  same; 
which  latter,  in  the  case  of  the  pledges  you  gave,  could  not, 
the  Governor  is  well  assured,  have  been  granted  either  upon 
previous  or  after  applications  to  the  Admiral,  without  his  in- 
forming the  Governor  of  it. 

In  conclusion,  as  you  have  thought  proper  to  address  a  letter 
to  the  Governor,  he  has  directed  me  to  reply  to  it,  but  he  will 
not  allow  me  to  enter  into  any  further  correspondence  with 
you  on  the  points  it  refers  to,  though,  if  elucidation  or  explan- 
ation is  desired  by  the  superior  authority  of  your  own  service 
on  this  station,  to  whom  he  has  no  objection  that  you  show 
your  letter  and  this  reply,  he  shall  always  be  ready  to  afford 
it. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
T.  Reade,  Lieut. -Col.  and  Dep.  Adj. -Gen. 


[The  following  is  the  letter  which  O'Meara  published,  instead  of  the 
preceding  one,  as  the  answer  to  his  own  letter.  The  circumstance  that 
that  letter  demanded  "  instructions"  as  to  his  general  course  of  conduct, 
and  that  the  following  one  happened  to  contain  ''instructions'*  that  he 
was  not  to  quit  Longwood  7cithout  permission,  facilitated  the  fraud.  The 
letter  was  written  in  consequence  of  his  conduct  with  respect  to  the 
present  of  the  snuff-box  ] 

Y* 
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Lieut. -Colonel  Sir  Thomas  Reade  to  Mr.  O'Meara. 

St.  Helen.i,  April  10,  1818. 

Sir — I  am  directed  by  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to 
convey  to  you  his  instructions  that,  except  in  the  event  of  any 
thing  extraordinary  occurring  which  you  might  feel  it  your 
duty  to  report  immediately  in  person  to  him,  you  are  not  to 
quit  Longwood  without  permission,  except  under  a  call  for 
medical  attendance  when  other  medical  aid  is  not  at  hand,  or 
unless  under  the  circumstance  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  passing 
outside  the  grounds  of  Longwood,  when,  if  he  should  require 
it,  you  may  follow  him  ;  observing,  however,  that,  pursuant  to 
the  original  arrangement  made  by  Rear-Admiral  Sir  George 
Cockburn,  your  attendance  upon  him  can  not  be  considered 
as  supplying  the  place  of  a  British  otRcer,  should  he  pass 
beyond  the  limits. 

Your  immediate  attendance  upon  the  naval  Commander-in- 
Chief,  should  he  at  any  time  require  it,  is  also  an  exception  to 
the  above  rule. 

In  case  of  your  feehng  it  necessary  or  desiring  to  call  in  or 
consult  with  other  medical  aid,  you  will  apply  forthwith  to 
Mr.  Baxter  (or  to  any  nearer  medical  person  if  the  suddenness 
of  the  case  should  require  it),  making  known  the  same  to  the 
orderly  officer,  who  has  orders  to  place  a  dragoon  at  your  dis- 
position for  the  above  or  any  other  purpose  you  may  want  one 
connected  with  your  medical  duty.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

T.  Reade,  Lieut.-Col.  D.A.G. 


No.  116. 

To  Earl  Bathuest,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  December  26,  1817. 
My  Lord — In  continuation  of  the  subject  of  my  letter  of 
the  30th  October,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Lordship 
that,  nearly  a  fortnight  having  elapsed  without  my  having 
received  any  answer  from  Count  Bertrand  to  my  letters  of  the 
26th  and  28th  October,  I  judged  they  had  become  in  a  certain 
degree  satisfied  at  Longwood,  I  had  done  my  utmost  to  meet 
the  desires  entertained  there  with  respect  to  any  change  in 
the  existing  regulations,  and  would  patiently  await  the  determ- 
ination of  your  Lordship  as  to  any  further  alteration.  Under 
this  impression  I  felt  no  anxiety  about  sending  to  Count  Ber- 
trand any  detailed  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  30th  September 
whatever  observations  I  might  think  fit  to  address  upon  it  to 
your  Lordship.     On  the  13th  November,  however,  I  received 
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a  short  letter  from  Count  Bertrand,i  again  referring  me  to  his 
letter  of  the  30th  September,  and  answering  in  a  very  unsat- 
isfactory manner  the  letter  which  1  had  written  to  him  with 
respect  to  the  inclosure  for  the  Earl  of  Liverpool.  I  resolved 
therefore,  to  express  my  sentiments  to  him  on  both  these 
points.  It  never  occurred  to  me  to  send  any  detailed  refuta- 
tion to  him  of  the  charges  brought  against  me  in  the  letter  of 
the  30th  September,  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  must  himself 
have  known  better  than  any  other  person  to  be  full  of  the 
grossest  misrepresentations,  and  only  calculated  to  produce 
eflect  on  the  minds  of  persons  who  were  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  circumstances,  and  written  probably  with  a  view  to 
clandestine  circulation  or  publication,  in  the  same  way  as 
Count  Montholon's  letter  ;  but  upon  all  other  points  I  thought 
it  right  to  show  him  that  the  general  system  of  his  conduct 
and  proceedings  were  [was  ?]  well  understood  by  me,  and 
that  he  was  indebted  to  my  forbearance  alone  for  my  not 
having  before  made  them  known  to  him.  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
him  dated  the  18th  November,^  but  which  was  not  delivered 
to  him  until  the  22d. 

A  few  days  afterward,  27th  November,  Mr.  Baxter  called 
at  Count  Bertrand's  and  had  a  conversation  with  him,  wherein 
Count  Bertrand  stated  that  the  principal  objection  against 
Napoleon  Bonaparte's  seeing  him  arose  from  his  dislike  to 
having  bulletins  published  of  his  health.  Nothing  could  ex- 
ceed (Mr.  Baxter  informed  me)  the  flattery  and  adulation 
Count  Bertrand  used  toward  him  on  that  occasion,  acquaint- 
ing him  there  was  no  person  on  the  island  of  whose  talents 
and  acquirements  "the  Emperor"  had  so  high  an  opinion — 
"  qu'il  le  savait  un  homme  de  lumieres" — and  other  expres- 
sions of  similar  nature  ;  thus  attempting  to  prove  to  him  that 
no  kind  of  personal  objection  against  him  existed.  The 
ground  of  objection  being  therefore  the  bulletin  alone,  and  as 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  after  such  a  communication  from  Count 
Bertrand  to  Mr.  Baxter,  might  ascribe  to  me  the  same  in- 
tentions which  he  had  done  on  a  former  occasion  when 
speaking  to  Mr.  O'Meara,  viz.  that,  if  1  required  a  bulletin, 
it  was  "  una  tornara"  (a  shift)  to  deprive  him  of  all  medical 
aid  in  order  to  hasten  more  speedily  his  end,  I  determined 
instantly  to  remove  this  objection.  I  adopted  on  this  occasion 
a  new  mode  of  communication  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  writing 
a  memorandum  for  his  information,  and  inclosing  it  to  Count 
Bertrand  to  be  laid  before  him. 

1  Vide  vol.  i.  p.  514.  '  Vide  vol.  i.  pp.  514-520. 
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My  letter  of  the  18th  November  had  remained  unanswered ; 
the  note  and  memorandum  which  were  transmitted  on  the 
28th  November  drew  fortli  a  very  remarkable  comment  on 
and  reply  to  the  former.  It  was  on  the  29th  November  I 
received  a  letter  frOm  Count  Bertrand,  with  some  observations 
made  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself  in  an  apostille  on  my 
letter  of  the  18th  November,'  not  taking  any  notice,  how- 
ever, of  the  memorandum  which  I  had  inclosed  to  Count 
Bertrand  respecting  Mr.  Baxter,  but  only  commenting  upon 
my  preceding  letters.  Count  Bertrand  adverted  simply  to 
the  conversation  he  had  had  with  Mr.  Baxter,  but  makes  no 
acknowledgment  of  the  proposition  contained- in  my  memo- 
randum. It  will  appear  from  Count  Bertrand's  letter  of  the 
29th  November  he  must  have  experienced  some  alarm  at 
mine  of  the  18th,  and  had  been  compelled  to  throw  himself 
upon  Napoleon  Bonaparte  for  a  reply  to  it.  His  letter  is 
written  in  the  tone  of  a  person  who  appears  sensible  he  has 
gone  too  far  in  his  own  name,  and  at  the  same  time  wished 
to  parry  any  further  attack  upon  him  in  consequence  of  having 
done  so.  I  resolved,  however,  to  follow  up  the  observations 
I  had  made  in  my  letter  of  the  18th  November  with  some 
remarks  upon  the  apostille  which  had  been  transmitted  me 
in  the  name  of  Napoleon,  and  they  will  be  found  in  the  mar- 
gin of  that  paper.^ 

I  replied  at  the  same  time'  in  a  full  manner  to  Count 
Bertrand  on  the  subject  of  the  conversation  he  had  with  Mr. 
Baxter,  and  in  conclusion  offered  Mr.  Baxter's  advice  in  any 
way  whatever  Napoleon  Bonaparte  might  please  to  accept  it, 
whether  by  giving  no  bulletins  at  all,  or  giving  them  in  the 
forms  he  desired  (the  sole  acknowledgment  of  the  imperial 
title,  which  was  not  put  in  question  about  Mr.  Baxter,  how- 
ever, of  course  excepted).  On  the  9th  December  I  received 
an  acknowledgment  for  the  receipt  of  these  communications, 
but  no  particular  reply  to  any  of  them,  and  thus,  I  believe, 
the  correspondence  has  terminated. 

Napoleon  Bonaparte  has  not  seen  Mr.  Baxter,  nor  has  any 
medical  man  (Mr.  O'Meara  alone  excepted)  or  any  English 
person  whatever,  been  admitted  to  his  presence  during  a 
period  of  three  months  that  he  has  been  indisposed.  I  have 
it  not,  therefore,  in  my  power  to  ofler  to  your  Lordship  the 
testimony  of  any  second  English  person,  whether  medical  or 
otherwise,  as  to  his  state  of  health  and  disposition,  whether 

'  Vide  vol.  i.  pp.  520,521.  ^  Vide  vol.  i.  pp.  523-526. 

''  Vide  vol.  i.  pp.  521-523. 


No.  117,  lis.      LETTERS  AND  DOCtTMENTS.  517 

of  body  or  mind.     Sir  George  Bingham  has  called  three  times 
at  Longwood,  but  never  been  admitted. 

I  have  the  honor,  &o.  H.  Lowe. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  Mr.  Baloombe,  the  purveyor, 
has  been  admitted  to  see  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  His  informa- 
tion to  me,  which,  however,  gives  no  fresh  light,  is  referred  to 
in  an  accompanying  letter  and  its  inclosure.  H.  L. 


No.  117. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Knollecombe  Cottage,  December  30,  1817. 

My  dear  Sir  Hudson — In  answer  to  your  note  of  yester- 
day's date,  referring  to  a  passage  in  a  letter  of  Count  Ber- 
trand's,  respecting  the  limits  allowed  for  exercise  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  unaccompanied  by  a  British  officer,  and  the  opin- 
ion he  states  to  have  been  offered  on  the  subject,  I  must  again 
assure  you  that  I  have  never  made  any  remarks  or  held  any 
conversation  with  either  of  the  individuals  at  Longwood  rela- 
tive to  it.  I  have  myself  always  considered  the  space  allowed 
as  ample,  and  quite  sufficient  for  the  preservation  of  health  ; 
and  such  officers  as  have  landed  here,  and  whom  I  have  oc- 
casionally accompanied  to  Longwood,  have  been  invariably 
struck  with  the  injustice  of  any  complaint  on  that  point ;  nor 
can  I  call  to  my  recollection  ever  having  heard  of  any  person 
who  has  expressed  sentiments  similar  to  those  alluded  to  by 
the  Count  since  I  have  been  on  the  island. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir  Hudson,  ever  faithfully  yours, 

G.  R.  Bingham. 


No.  118. 

To  Lieutenant-General,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Colonial  Office,  Downing  Street,  Jan.  1,  1818. 
Sir — I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Prince  Regent 
your  dispatch  No.  89,  in  which  you  transmit  various  com- 
munications which  have  passed  between  yourself  and  Count 
Bertrand  relative  to  the  restrictions  imposed  \ipon  General 
Bonaparte  and  the  possibility  of  admitting  any  further  relax- 
ation. His  Royal  Highness  is  happy  to  observe  that,  as  the 
discussion  originated  in  your  offer  of  additional  indulgences 
to  General  Bonaparte,  so  it  has  been  marked  throughout  by 
a  disposition  on  your  part  to  adopt  any  arrangement  which 
might  be  satisfactory  to  him,  provided  that  it  afforded  no  es- 


518  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  118. 

sential  facilities  for  intrigue  or  escape.  Nor  does  his  Royal 
Highness  see  less  reason  to  approve  your  forbearance  in  pass- 
ing over  without  reply  or  comment  those  parts  of  Count  Ber- 
trand's  verbal  and  written  communications  which,  whether 
thev  be  considered  as  the  effects  of  his  own  ii-ritation  or  of 
that  of  General  Bonaparte,  were  as  little  applicable  to  the 
.subject  under  discussion  as  they  are  on  other  grounds  un- 
deserving of  any  serious  notice.  From  a  review  of  the 
papers  transmitted  by  you,  it  appears  that  the  complaints 
advanced  by  General  Bonaparte  against  the  restrictions  im- 
posed upon  him  may  be  comprehended  under  two  heads  ; 

1st.  He  complains  that  the  contracted  extent  of  the  limits 
within  which  he  may  take  exercise  unaccompanied  by  a 
British  officer,  and  the  posting  of  sentries  round  Longwood 
at  sunset,  debar  him  from  taking  exercise  ;  and,  2dly,  that 
his  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  is  subject  to  your  inter- 
vention, and  his  correspondence  with  them  subject  to  your 
inspection. 

As  Count  Bertrand  has  admitted  that  the  first  head  of  ob- 
jection has  been  obviated  by  your  recent  extension  of  his 
former  limits  for  exercise,  and  by  the  other  arrangements 
which  you  considered  yourself  authorized  to  adopt,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  advert  particularly  to  that  part  of  the 
discussion  further  than  to  express  my  approbation  of  the  re- 
laxation in  this  particular  to  which  you  have,  out  of  regard 
to  the  health  of  General  Bonaparte,  been  induced  to  accede. 

Considering  it,  however,  not  improbable  that,  notwith- 
standing the  acquiescence  of  Count  Bertrand  in  the  existing 
arrangement  with  respect  to  the  sentries,  the  posting  of  them 
at  sunset  may  again  be  brought  forward  as  a  cause  of  com- 
plaint, I  deem  it  advisable  to  acquaint  you  by  this  oppor- 
tunity that  the  utmost  degree  of  indulgence  which  can  be 
consented  to  would  be  to  defer  posting  them  till  9  o'clock 
during  the  heat  of  the  summer  months,  and  that  only  under 
the  condition  that  General  Bonaparte  should  at  that  hour  be 
seen  by  the  officer  at  Longwood,  with  a  view  of  insuring  his 
being  in  the  house  at  the  time  when  the  guards  are  stationed 
round  it. 

The  second  head  of  complaint,  viz.  the  restrictions  imposed 
upon  his  intercourse  and  correspondence  with  the  inhabitants, 
is  one  upon  which  there  can  be  but  little  prospect  of  satisfy- 
ing all  the  pretensions  advanced  by  Count  Bertrand.  It  can 
not  escape  your  observation  that,  as  these  demands  can  not  be 
represented  as  interfering  in  any  way  with  his  taking  exer- 
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cise,  his  declaration  that  he  would  not  take  any  unless  they 
were  conceded  was  an  unworthy  attempt  to  abuse  the  interest 
you  had  taken  in  the  preservation  of  his  health.  With  respect 
to  correspondence,  I  confess  that  I  see  no  practicable  alterna- 
tive but  that  of  adhering  to  the  regulations  already  in  force, 
or  admitting  an  unrestricted  communication  between  General 
Bonaparte  and  the  inhabitants  on  all  subjects  and  for  all 
purposes.  A  permission  to  send  and  receive  sealed  letters, 
whether  under  color  of  private  business  or  under  any  other  pre- 
tense, is  incompatible  with  the  situation  of  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  is  liable  to  the  greatest  objections,  as  such  a  relaxation 
of  the  existing  rules  would  in  eflect  be  to  abandon  one  of  the 
best  securities  against  a  successful  attempt  at  escape.  You 
will  therefore  on  this  point  adhere  to  the  instructions  under 
which  you  have  hitherto  acted. 

With  respect  to  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants,  I  see  no 
material  objection  to  the  placing  it  upon  the  footing  recently 
suggested  by  Count  Bertrand,  as  it  is  one  which  he  represents 
would  be  more  consonant  to  General  Bonaparte's  wishes. 
The  Count's  proposition  is  that  a  list  of  a  given  number  of 
persons  resident  on  the  island  should  be  made  out,  who  shall 
be  at  once  admitted  to  Longwood  on  the  General's  own  in- 
vitation, without  a  previous  application  being  made  to  your 
Excellency  on  each  invitation.  You  will  therefore  consider 
yourself  at  liberty  to  accede  to  the  suggestion  of  Count  Ber- 
trand, and  you  will  for  this  purpose  direct  him  to  present  to 
you  for  your  approbation  a  list  of  persons,  not  exceeding  fifty 
in  number,  resident  in  the  island,  who  may  be  admitted  to 
Longwood  at  seasonable  hours  without  any  other  pass  than 
the  invitation  of  General  Bonaparte,  it  being  understood  that 
they  are  on  each  occasion  to  deliver  in  the  invitation  as  a 
voucher,  with  their  names,  at  the  barrier.  In  giving  your 
approbation  to  the  list  you  will,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
your  duty,  consult  the  wishes  of  General  Bonaparte ;  but  you 
will  let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  you  reserve  to  yourself  a 
discretionary  power  of  erasing  from  the  list  at  any  time  any 
of  these  individuals  to  whom  you  may  have  found  it  inexpe- 
dient to  continue  such  extraordinary  facility  of  access,  and 
you  will  take  especial  care  that  a  report  be  always  made  to 
you  by  the  orderly  officer  of  the  several  persons  admitted  to 
Longwood  upon  General  Bonaparte's  invitation. 

With  respect  to  the  visit  of  strangers  who  may  arrive  at 
St.  Helena,  General  Bonaparte  has  not  expressed  much 
solicitude  for  a  change  in  the  existing  regulations.     His  re- 
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luctance  to  gratify  the  idle  curiosity  of  strangers  is  a  natural 
feeling,  to  which  every  attention  should  be  shown  ;  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  under  the  existing  regulations  the 
General  is  protected  from  all  rude  intrusions  of  that  descrip- 
tion, as  no  stranger,  although  he  has  received  your  Ex- 
cellency's permission,  can  he  admitted  at  Longwood,  unless 
he  has  received  that  of  the  General  also.  I  am  aware  that 
in  giving  your  permission  you  have  shown  great  delicacy,  but, 
after  what  has  been  again  stated  on  this  subject,  you  will,  I 
am  sure,  be  inclined  to  he  still  more  select,  confining  the  per- 
mission to  those  whose  situation,  character,  or  acquirements 
are  such  as  to  render  it  probable  that  General  Bonaparte 
might  take  an  interest  in  their  conversation. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  desire  that  you  will  take  proper 
opportunity  of  making  known  to  General  Bonaparte  the  final 
decision  upon  the  several  points  which  you  have  transmitted 
home  for  consideration.  1  shall  be  sincerely  happy  if  the  re- 
laxations which  you  have  already  made,  and  which  you  are 
hereby  authorized  to  make,  should  in  any  degree  tend  to 
reconcile  General  Bonaparte  to  the  situation  in  which  he  is 
placed,  and  induce  him  to  adopt  a  course  of  life  more  suited 
to  his  comfort  and  his  health.  But  should  he,  as  Count  Ber- 
trand  has  declared  that  it  is  his  purpose  to  do,  decline  taking 
necessary  exercise  within  the  limits,  which  he  now  admits  to 
be  adequate,  unless  the  restriction  upon  his  correspondence  is 
removed,  his  Majesty's  Government  will  only  have  to  regret 
that  the  attempts  made  to  diminish  the  privations  to  which 
he  is  necessarily  subjected  should  be  frustrated  by  his  own 
determination  to  impose  upon  himself  restraints  much  more 
severe  than  any  against  which  he  has  most  vehemently  re- 
monstrated. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathtjrst. 


No.  119. 


LETTEES  AND  DOCUMENTS. 


521 


05 


in  H 

»  !^ 
22 

a  K 


^  2 
r^   0. 


O 


G   c  M   cd   o   S 

S'S  00.2   g   g   8 

S  =■  2,5°^  S  a. 

•^    G<  O    O    Qj    M 

o  "  S  B  ag  M 

O  I—  g   Q_,  _^  '»-'  ^ 


-m 


h-  ^  £  0^  w 
_  _    ca  £  o  X  w 


■"WW 

3    O   fi  f-J 

3  <r) 


•-  (h    ri  *H  Q)  -rj 

^g.s  o  «^ 

■3  rt  «  s  oj  >, 

o  ■»  "  £  2  g 

^  ■"   >  o  o  r 


y^s 


■u      j=  Qj  -a 


0) 


rt   o  I" 


■5  o^ 


.?    S    6i)       M 


L-sw 


"—        g        O        3 


«  _ 


C  ■ 


-    S    0) 


»  g  o  „  " 


1>  '^  k-l       ^   J^  *j  -S  "  —  ■"    c 


^^%-h 


;:  ^v 


3    S 


cu^^^ge^^l 


+-.  ri-,    i*'     f-     m     4*    ™  ,i_j     —     ■_(     vj 


o   3    rt   cd 


Slg3,^oSJ£?S 
■"  P-SS 


^  -a  *j  «  o  c^lj  •  ^  ■" 

||Sm£-s5S 

t^%  S  go"  ■" 


go?^Spaj3'^o 


2-0"  °-S  *^» 

^  oj  ^^  £  3 


■"  **  c  tj  S 


3f!^  jj.j  c'3^  o  o.^  «-';r:  3"-e,S 


3    ,:g^S-22g°||-23|go."^.S      g 


522 


CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON. 


No.  119. 


K    I 
K  i 


■<  < 

>  CL, 

ci 

M  W 

P  U 

w  o 


■     W      R 

"   O    c 

£K  8 


o  cj  5  -t:  ':r  o 

m   3   =  ;_ 


oj  °  >>. 


3-=  «  c.S^ 
^  5-- .5  =■■"    ■  —   ^       — 


;'S  o  3  *-  dc 

"I    O    QJ    ' 


!  5  V, 


'.  9  c  ■ 


erj^^i^l 


-  2 


c-g^   C   ^  o 
^  «  -|  g  .n  -| , 

OJ    ^    rt    O    "^    <!- '^    fy  " 


^  1= 

0;    o 

'^  to 


g  5  i;  o  ^^^ 

n^  g  ~       bon  ^  S  ==  o  § 


•^    —    _    —  —   «   — 

C_    ^     <=     r/1   —  "^     -'     ,^ 


5  £; 


S:  c_o  c  n 


0  a;   P  ^bi.-- 


3;Vt5  6. 


_    _  bo  K!    - 

'^  D    K   C    &.  = 

-  e  2<; 


'e  2  &S-S  s  c  : 

^   £   cP-I--   i=  -t;   I 


S  £  £  .- ' 


3>-3-=^   » 


■<  o  ~-  o  S  g  c  ""-a 


;  o"^  5 
i  7"  c  o 


^p^'-^  .    -^i,;^ 


■^  q  *j  -^  "-O 


'-'     W  'T'     dj     ,«     '^^ 

to  rt".  ^  o  o 

(U    O    M    W    w  . 

~~ ±  ^.'r.  o  g  „ 

liilltl 

■;^  ^  Jfj  g   o  Ci  o 

w  S   d        "^ 

D    o    "^    1 


rt    W     ; 


0.0 


=>  c  s  »j  <s      ~  I 
o  ca  -a  3  , 


C-a)  , 


3  01  ; 


.^.3  °  a  3  S 
Mh  W  i-l  a,  e^^ 


H 
J 


^SgU-^-2^tt.3;;^g£0  — 

s-g  §  »  S  "  3  g.^T'  ^ 

S  "-n-S-  2  2  ■?„-. 

a;  p.,  2  >,  o. »; 


K  :3        -::: 


o  g-S  « 

.g  I  g^'^.S  S.S-S  MOSS       a 

'-n  G-p.-      o.i:  !>  aj  o^  —     HH 

S  g  -^  ^  o  .-  o  -^'^        m  ..  aj  >^  ,, 


^'^J 


•3  S 


'  rs  o  ^  re 
I  «  o  «  ^ 


C     t>      i--      r^ 

o  rt  o  rn 


i  §  3 


•  M  =  -^.Z 


-a'"  E 


Ortor~ajOo-rcij«_ai'?^ait;i3 


No.  119. 


LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS. 


523 


■u 

i.- 

to 

a 
o 

p 

y 

o 

g 

CD 

cS 

C  OD 

1-M 

2 

o 

&, 

o 
a. 
o 

CD 

o 

^H 

P  -j^ 

>> 

d 

r; 

W 

^ 

(i> 

t) 

0 

;+-, 

rt 

•^ 

o 

o 

> 

-5 

> 

b 

TJ 

E 

o 

-G 

o 

13 

o 

o 

o 

cu 

O 

PI 
o 

o 

So 

^ 

-a 

e 

o 

1 

S 

o 

o 

is 

1^ 

o 
o 

3 

la 

g 

o. 

*-; 

.^ 

R 

OJ 

It 

C 

05 

"5 

o 

CO 

H 

o 

O     M 

■S     .    T3  CD 
coo   ■—      - 


„,  ^  -J=l    O    C  " 


S  -ti   S£  <u 


,  rt  o  i:;  ^  -e 
'  ""*  'i^  'i:^  iJ  i; 
'   -^         §    ^''- 

.  ^  w  O  C  -^ 
-—13  C«  '^  '^ 
O     i;     g     CU     O 

gigs; 

,_,  o  5  « 


":  £  p--g  g  c  -^ 

«    3    O    m    ?3    t^ 


o^t^  5:5 


fl  S  g  ^  'rt 

3    p 


S.S  ^  =^C3 


=  T^    «J   " 


— ;  =«  >  CLrh  c 

_=   O   O   OJ  . "   5^  ^- 
D,<H-         >-,  d    oj    i- 


5  M  c  ^ 
*:  o  rt  . 


524  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  119. 


E-   OJ 

-<    ^ 

c: 

m   W 

n  > 

H  « 

■?^ 

a^ 

'^ 

X  ^ 

wZ 

tj 

'Si 


<»        o        o  *^ 


nils    si^ll^^lsllll 

.2  c  £_  7.  t-'C  c  o  ^  S  C  rf    .  s;^^  o  Ki  (u 

■  — I    *J     4^  ^^  -7-(  i^     "-I  *— -1  r;     M    >.     C  >rn   C     rt .     _  3 

!?■=  c'5^^  S°°  "  a  S  o  ci.iiS.s'^ 


!2-So  »!  ^6  £  o  c  ".2  c      ggg 


-^  ^  °  S-S  gl.i:  S  s^s  ^-a  r-d  a 


''  «  o  4j  i3  i3 

-     f,     -     gT3     lu     p.s     O    -■'S     «■?     J     "     '" 


:  .'^.  C  . 


■^  §  1  3-^  S'S  «^  S  S  o  I  3  °--?-a.S 

».i  o  2t-  S  »  3-d  S'c-H  3  o  !-™  „  g 

D  C!>:^oiiQiO^         Ci.-o  'Sot'—' 

g  "c  S--^   "   3?0-"    C   »-3  3   „   ;;.fi   g 


No.  119.  LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS.  525 


g  ojoiiltJ  crs  c-tiffi-B  „- 


rn"g  " 


a  ;s  o  ' 


w   lu  wj  ^  f—^   ^  r^   fi 
?  d'^  tj'   -2  ^  QJ  ^  ^  ^-      ^-^  M-^  I  S.^* 

-"I  §?:J|-i  oiS  s  =^-H  g  ?g|^ii 


(Una    «  tl   5^ 

.2  2'-  o  S  g  cj  S-a  g^ 

C    tu    n!  TT  ^    ^ 


e-iojS  -  g  «  S  go  !"  r 


.2  ^  S  "■- 


SJ     QJ 


=  -^Tr 


g.j:  ^  ■;:'  S  9?  1 


r;  >   tu   a 


s.ogJStSgsgSl.s 

£C  £  c  s  §  g  £.S2-    g 

H  ^  £  o  w  g  £  Q^  *j      _2 

4J  c  5"**-  r  ^  QJ  a;  (fl  ?  a  rt 


526  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.   119. 


^|lliili|i-^lll-:ll|l!|llld|l| 

§  S  3  c  g^  §J=^.^  c  P  °  «J  E'rr'S  o  "  g  S  >j=  of„.S^  E« 


M 

o 

a: 

^ 

Pm 

J 

< 

■d 

tn 

ffi 

H 

"~ 

-  -a  »  M  S  ■=  : 


-§gfg-g|1io"g£lg|-:lfi 

.2?!  »^J2  s  s  =  S|.2  §  £  "  »  »  17  s 

§g=aJ|2^„-St|g.f  gS^S^g 
■~-§^  »  g  g  E  S  g'3  S.|  g  §■;  S5?SgJ  S 


■:«£> 


^  rt     ...2  rt  a;^  o  J  S 
•^  °  SS.~  a^-S  "  ^- =  •:  "  g-cji! 


.B-y)r=  9 


-  ■--  siDl^  — •  r; 


'g|-S-g|^£^Si|f-?.giS§ 

S£gsSg»«-o^«  S^l  S  o.o 

"  =  --'^»^|g-c^-=S^ 
S-S  «  g  ?=  g  S  °  §-  «*"3  *-"S 


o3  ^§  2 


No.119.  LETTERS  AND  DOCtTMENTS.  527 

lo^ii  i^^t^^  v^s-Hi^^iiliiitf  II I  111 

llliiiail  ll4i^i:Ki!l=|iy 
imUUm^  |iE^|ili|i|!itiiai^; 

^-g'l'^  .00  c5  £  g  B      g  g  S  Sf.2  S  S  =i  &'-S|8.£  o^ls  a=  « 

ill  I  -I  ii;  s  1^  iz  S.^  s  51  fll  r--e  "  '  -  el  CI  °  - 
5  S.s  ^s  ^^t-l-s^l  i^^^-g|4|.s|  I  is  I  2  §11133  i 

£.5  s:2|  „.|.^  £  1 1  ii^  gjis  N.i!  s.ifl  ^sis  §2^  §  § 

f-«  ■  — I    -i    J>>  O    I—    ^        •— ■    (u    QJ    ^  "-"  ii.i.i->rtO         ^i'-'-'  _c    oj    y  "  "^  —..„.,_.  i>^    ^ 


■Sgs 


§36 
■5'S   . 


•^Sl 

.^ 

M 

;3 

"3 

.g  § » 

>>. 

0 

ftS^ 

QJ 

i 

0 

.2 

^0 

s?'^ 

W 

B 

S3 

§i^ 

c; 

WTd     g 

4> 

.'ii 

(-: 

Q  »T  o  <u  ^  4^ 

O    ri    O  C3  T3 


>^g§iJ 

■S  •=!  ^  t:  3  o 
t:  ^-H  .■=  1=  c  G 

■S  bo  3  0)  O 
■t;  M  c  o  M  CQ 
t>  *^  --■  ri  <JJ 

ii  1^   >^  dJ   •-" 

"  D.X1  i;  Q) 


528 


r  m  QJ  ' 


CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  119 

■  Q)  «  w  a       p.i::.m_OT-o  ^.  «.2 


£  "•  =  2  c    .■"  c-3  S  '  15  g-°  S.g  1^  15:5  3  -  S  §  c  ■"«  S-2  •   So 

» s  ifj  1  ill s^-t^^i  ii^i ;:. s ^1  g^i I s^3^ 

5S  Si;"=|  ill-:  s  .f  s  &H!|I^E-  s :  Is « s  »1 

g  g  3  c  ^  E.S  £•£  i|jS  °-«  «  »:S.i2  g-S  ^1 -1  »  Sx>^  g  g_g^ 

S  .-s  o^  =rt:  S  g  2  "-^w  o|  g  g  o.g-  s^s  ^'J.S5_S-o  "-^  §^ 

0,  ^'~'£'cCO«ca)^,  „J-So.SScT-C"Sg^'^"oJ^-T^,„-a 

^  «     -Si  „.):£■«  2^      g  g^  °  S^  o  g  &£  .»  S-S  =  o^  S  2  ^ 

■^  s  ■°:i'"~  Sc-S-B-S  c^  £  S.S      "  "  V-.S-i^  o  £■£■£  =  =  a  s  g 

g  i  S  o-S  g:::  "?1  S  S  S  «  S.E  p5-«  I  «^S  £  S|-^.g  s  g  "  S 

g  "  a'^  s  ^-^.%l%  II  ".2-e  I-  2  S-'HjI^h  s  2  °-Sll 


_w  c  ray;  a';:^^-—       "   -.::  -'*-'  51 

a.i3-gla.sggeS^"-^"^"5-a.£.S«o«^^p'°'"^'' 
■^-s  ??g  g?  s^  i  I  S^li-il^l  t^->  S^  §^^1  S  g.2 


s^  o  =is  0^1  e-o-g  fog.- o  >^^  i  ^£3^  gs  s^-s 


^"^  i  1 .1 5-oTi  i|  rs  iiii  |g  I  t|s  si^  |5 

»•!  »  S:H  S^i  g.g-^t  if^r:  :^  £  g  5  t  §  si  2^  S  S,S  £ 
J|  =  ^  g-g  S  g'^  g  =f  s  s  n^  c  I  a^li  1  c  g  3  g^  S^ 


No.  119. 


LETTEES  AND  DOCUMENTS. 


629 


.si 

C 
CI 

q 

s 

^ 

'? 

^ 

XJ 
■S 

^ 
^ 

o 

te  o 

tn 

tT 

d) 

w 

" 

eg 

O 

g, 

n 

> 

TJ 

ex 
S, 

S 
^ 

=1 

CT 
0) 

O, 

S  ^  rt  M  j:  ^  o  "S  g  «5  2 


-O     (U     d     W     O     C  r-J 


Q     V.     O     <IJ 

d       T'        ^    r£] 


■S^8^:l 


2  2--3-5" 


-OW3clJm(uT3rrt 

•    o  o  -*• 


.  g      (-]  ci^-d-S  c-s. 


"^  =^   a   *-  J?  e 


S:iS 


^  I5.S  SJ:S£  g.SZ  o«2 


^1i 


^1=  l^^c  "" 

rt    o    Q  J2    > 


.  ^  «  , 


:  Qj  c  c 


^  QJ  T3     W    b     S  rT    ' 

:  :r:  :=  t>  &.  ts  h^  .; 


y  c  ctf  n 


^-  ??  m 


'    <U 


S^*" 


*j  CO  R  13 
o    (U    QJ 
o   C--   - 


R   M 


«.2 


is 
o  a 


4J 


0) 


s 


CK>«s^-s"'"R-»S>sa 


ri:'3-"> 


3  S" 


■  !»~  Sj;  t^^ 

S    <o    C)    (0    3    R    M 
t£   a,  G,  D.  o   O.E2 


4j  (u    "■1'  t;  " 


-^   3 


"">ojg22-S"RS^-3;E'o'» 
2  a  5  g  3  o>  ^■-."  ^'SS 


M   o    S 
^   «  C  e   S.«  " 


£:  <D  K  <■-  »-  —  ■  ■ 
p  _  --  ^tu       o 


o  _cg  rt  ^   cc  d  c 

rt  I^  -2  -^  '^  ^1^  0^  »-  o   « '^  J=   hf,—  S'-^  ^  ° 


"3   (fi    S  -O   9 


3    WJ   •  T3 
O    R  .^    QJ 

^  "^  ^  ■ -- 


=  —    M 


S^    3 


:  bio  £  ■-  o  ^ 


2  o« 


R  3 


-   ly 


-  "Z;  .i2    ^  c 


6  ii_S: 


^„S-<o^       .5aS3-«°--"         2t1--<» 
■K     -O  P  3^  ti  x^ 

".S-3.aT  M..""  "  "»E  „^  R  a  o2~  >S  jtq  :»  a 

°  -  |-p-£|  |.S  &-S  S  3  £  I  >^«  tf  I  2  3-2.1  g  2  "S 

.ss,£S^-s='r2-^.s"3J=-so.ssgg,.s.5  3 


■S-3  r;S 
3    .£■& 

1  g  o  a 

i  S.2.! 


3  3S-3 
«  §  2  '^ 

R    C-  3- 


S  3    g    £    ""U   ' 

2  pm   £  .    <D  o   3 


&«  g'^'5--S  .^i  o  -.3  e  S-3 

£|  -  3  feS^I  feC^.i  «  3  ^2  3  £.^  SS  S  >."  „ 

■£  §  las  !■«  r  §  ""fj »"  §■?  ?.  i  =  :^  2  8  §2  3 

P^&gii«i2«§rS||g.ffi2t33gg£«~a2 

apS-S  S.2'S.§-£  »■«  £.§-3  £^.2,iS'£  acj-s    eJ.: 
Vol.  II.— Z. 


530 


CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON. 


No  119. 


H    I 

a  i 


S2 
O  > 


«;2;  ■ 


_e   S  S  S  te-l-^ 

o  »-  o  r,  "  5  > 
cB   w   o   3   ""   o 

■S  S2  =«  ^^  2  -^  ^ 

O    >       O      O^^      q;    ^ 

3.  .  g  g-s^"- 


t-    J-    C  «    f-i    -* 

a.  top. 12 


Q)  "CJ    C    ( 


fi'^  rt  o;z: 


■"  w  c 


^-a 


3  0)  (u  ^,  2  <a"    - 


-  £■  "1  s^  7i  w  *j  . 
S   *  S   S   S.gTO   g 


^  =  ■5  c  rt 


e«r 


i2    >>'H    «.^T3-- 


•5   gi   g 


p-^'5== 


y  g  « 

cPQ  ^ 

t:  Oh  u: 


■"  '-V   C     O     TO   trt     tO'^  < 


^  2     O     O  5r     I 


fa,  m   CO  td 

*^   M  S  S  ^■ 
«   g   2  ,^C-^ 


«>  ,S  .       *j   o 


go. 


CD    o 
•+-•0    0     0^ 

'^-S  2  §  S 
■2S6gp-3 


«l  (S  QJ 
OOP 
'^    C^ 

■;::»  -e 

31-1  -g 

"■«  i 

«     3     cfl 

m  O   _. 


ills 


-    *^    ^  t^     Oh 

r°  s  s " 


s  S  c 


q;  .^ 


« 


Si  53 


a  «;  (0  2 


'QJ    ""    OJ    D    C3    ^    ^    a 
fe  "   C   oo  g.=   =« 


K  M  S  ii  3 
^^  3  o  o  &• 
■^  M  m  li^  O 
3  -  C  S  13 
«  3  rt  ^ 
-^  o  Td  Qi  .ti 

■3  2  X  c  S 

t>    o  3   3  ^QJ 

:73t2Z:  m  3 
-    Z   g.«^ 

&-g  ^   u   o 

c  !>  5  -^"n 
.2  «■£  c  c 
*-. . — -r^  o  o 

(U  •-  O  'I'  w 
t-  CD   M    >  >-::; 


=  5  e 

—    3    O 

g  c>J 

u  '^    O 
'S   «   3 

3  S2 

^   CD  "aj 

ggw 


*-^  _Q  HH    e    c 


§-»-3  ; 

3  '  ?^    <3i     ( 


"<» 


3   fi  "   ' 

3     O     OT    I 

t    3    ' 


aJ  S  ^^^  ;^  < 

>  ?,  '^  c;-:i-s 

£-     ^     O  3     ( 

o.2-.S2'->  I 


3   O; 


2  o  <iJ  i^i  o 


t:  oj  o  ! 

o^<u  o 


-O-dl-J    O  -^  e 


)  .t^  c  o  i 

0  rf    y     g     i 


No.  119. 


LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS. 


S31 


o  boS  <«  d  2  =^ 
-c.S  e  S  5  is'^ 


_   _.   w   ™    ra     ' 


.a  n  2       o  s  ° 


S  2  oj 


o 


c  c:  ^     '^  ^  J" 

="    O    ^    „^  =«  'U 

t^'o  MtH^'K  2 

V4-,   J-J     n.  _C     IS 


<2 

(D     QJ 

-O-O 


(fl  O  S      Q^ 

rt  M  W  *"* 

O  o  fl 

'^  «  I-  o 

I  -J  (,3  dJ  ^H 

,  o  Ja  o  '^ 

'^  So 


J  ■"  o  -j=  '.s  -5 


2  S^  1131  S-  So 


"   M   0).-    to    K    ^    ., 


;  So 


;ij  is^M^a.: 


n.  =*  C  aj 

a  " 


:  2^=5 


.        Oh   Q)     «     «     ^ 


3  2^ai  i=^ 

(D    O    >-     .^    W 

O      _      QJ      O     *J 


o    g    S    M    %^ 


;  c  D  >- 

—     M 


;  Q) 


--a^S 


M      rj       t-      Q) 

E  ??I^  o 


o.S" 


as  ^ 


-  S'5  a.-^  s  3  o 


,  d  c3  rt 
'  £  o 


■S.S  a  S-S  3   '    's 

.S-3      o-n—  g  S  ■ 
/rt  a"  o       o^  cr  &  cc 


"~gS  3- 


«   O    _ 


^   o  2;   J-  c 

-  ^^  S  = 
3-^  fi  S  > 

-  S  c  §  S 

3    O    5    S  O 

'  ^:l  ^  == 

_ro  -^  ^  cfl  __ 


^  o 


O    cfl   ^. 


»  3  g  g  g 

C      „  3    45 


S    »-    (-    - 


rj      H)      O  |_ 


=5    O 


-o  .-73  -^  H   I 

-^  w  >-,  -t^  ' 


-^^^      O      "^Jh      U_2     S'IT'      ■ 


'  °K 


MB." 

■3.2  o  n  „ 

i  ge.s  g 


05'ss^f  «:!m2 

•5  E^  g.g  g-^S  S 

.^  ■  —   ^    Q    rf    o  r^    ^^ 


■z:  cs  3  4)  3 
30s  5j= 


003 


£g  o  o'S  o  ' 
&  ^-  -S       2  *■* 


■"     rt 


I     P- 


£  2-g  8-£  s-«2":: 

"    !»■£    ^2t3   "    "* 

<»j=  S  g-S3  3  «5-^ 
-°"  3  "  S-       °M  " 


S:  ;  S  S_S  o  o  l-S  i 

J::-=&.S.032S 


m       ^ 


cy  3  o  , 

3.3J  £^'^»  I  £ 

c  ■  -  .2^  ?^  :3  -13 

■~MS  3"  " 


532  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  120. 

No.  120. 
To  Eakl  Bathuest,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  January  20,  1818. 
My  Lord — From  the  tenor  of  various  communications  I 
have  recently  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  Lordship,  and 
vifherein  I  have  had  occasion  to  speak  of  Mr.  O'Meara,  it 
vifill  have  been  readily  inferred  there  must  have  been  a  great 
dissatisfaction  experienced  in  more  than  one  instance  at  his 
general  line  of  conduct.  If  I  have  hitherto  omitted  bringing 
i'orward  all  the  circumstances  vifhich  have  given  rise  to  the 
above  feeling  in  respect  to  him,  it  has  been  because  it  is  only 
recently  I  have  been  enabled  to  unravel  the  whole  chain  of 
his  system  of  proceeding,  and  to  ascertain,  by  force  of  interrog- 
atories, those  tangible  points  which  must  expose  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  he  has  been  acting  ;  and  because,  though 
feeling  no  delicacy  for  some  time  past  with  respect  to  remov- 
ing him  from  his  present  office,  upon  rny  own  responsibility 
alone,  founded  on  what  your  Lordship  had  once  written  to  me 
regarding  him,  I  felt  the  real  difficulty,  m  other  respects,  of 
reconciling  this  act  with  the  regard  and  consideration  which 
might  be  thought  due  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ;  sensible  I 
should  expose  myself  to  the  most  violent  clamor,  by  depriv- 
ing him  of  the  only  medical  advice  in  which  it  would  be 
stated  he  had  confidence,  and  the  deprivation  of  which  might, 
with  a  person  of  his  extremely  obstinate  mind,  create  a  real 
injury  to  his  health  in  the  state  he  now  is.  The  evil  of  his 
stay  I  have  not,  however,  in  any  degree  been  less  bensible  of; 
but  it  is  quite  certain  Napoleon  Bonaparte  would  at  present 
reject  any  medical  officer  recommended  by  me,  while,  if  he 
was  permitted  himself  to  make  a  selection,  it  might  only 
double  any  mischief  that  may  spring  from  the  communica- 
tions he  has  had  with  the  present  one  ;  and  so  long  therefore 
as  there  appeared  to  me  the  possibility  of  reconciling  the  stay 
of  Mr.  O'Meara  with  any  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  public 
service,  any  change  which  did  not  well  provide  against  a  re- 
currence of  the  same  inconvenience  (while  it  might  on  the 
other  hand  lead  to  greater,  on  account  of  the  complaints  that 
would  arise  if  a  specific  cause  was  not  assigned  ibr  his  re- 
moval) presented  no  decisive  advantage.  As  matters,  how- 
ever, now  stand,  I  should  imagine  his  removal  may  take 
place  consistent  with  the  opinion  of  all  parties,  and,  so  far  as 
I  am  individually  concerned,  I  am  willing  to  expose  myself 
to  all  the  responsibility,  and  inconvenience  at  the  same  time, 
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which  may  attach  to  my  recommendation  of,  or  even  decision 
on  it. 

I  shall  now  take  a  review  of  Mr.  O'Meara's  line  of  pro- 
ceeding from  the  first  period  of  my  acquaintance  with  him. 
The  opinion  given  to  me  of  him  by  Rear- Admiral  Sir  George 
Cockburn  was  much  in  his  favor.  The  punctuality  and 
attention  of  his  communications,  and  the  readiness  with 
which  he  gave  information  of  every  thing  which  occurred 
under  his  observation  at  Longwood,  evinced  to  me,  that, 
though  attached  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  more  apparently  as 
his  own  domestic  surgeon  than  as  one  placed  near  him  by 
the  British  Government,  he  considered  his  duties  as  a  British 
officer  toward  the  latter  paramount  to  every  other  considera- 
tion. Certain  views,  however,  which  I  had  taken  of  his 
character,  would  still  have  induced  me  to  remove  him  upon 
my  arrival  at  this  island,  had  not  the  decided  repulse  of  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  to  receiving  the  advice  of  Mr.  Baxter,  and 
the  suspicions  insinuated  that  I  was  sent  out  here  to  poison 
him,  proved  the  difficulty  I  should  have  to  encounter  in 
placing  any  other  person  than  Mr.  O'Meara  near  him.  Mr. 
O'Meara's  conduct  gave  me  no  cause  to  repent  of  my  not  re- 
moving him,  nor  was  my  attention  particularly  called  to  any 
particular  act  of  his  rmtil  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
Lordship's  letter  of  the  12th  of  July,  1816,  inclosing  a  copy 
of  a  letter  which  had  appeared  in  the  Portsmouth  newspaper. 
My  proceedings  in  this  case  have  been  already  reported  to 
your  Lordship.  The  communication  I  had  with  him  on  this 
occasion  brought  forward  the  avowal  that  he  had  suffered 
Count  Montholon  to  leave  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  me  with 
him,  and  that  it  had  been  in  his  possession  for  some  days. 
His  excuses  and  arguments  did  not  in  any  degree  exculpate 
him  from  this  act,  which  gave  on  the  contrary  the  strongest 
suspicion  he  was  rendering  his  aid  to  the  promulgation  of  the 
contents  of  that  letter ;  but  his  delivering  of  it  to  me,  and  the 
communication  at  the  same  time  of  a  "  secret  and  confidential 
letter,"  addressed  to  him  from  a  person  in  the  Admiralty,  en- 
couraging his  writing  to  England  relations  of  his  conversations 
with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  with  the  alarm  he  appeared  to  be 
in  at  having  accepted  Count  Montholon' s  letter,  seemed  to 
offer  some  pledge,  in  the  discovery  that  had  been  made,  for 
his  future  more  correct  line  of  proceeding.  His  conduct  for  a 
long  time  subsequent  was  conformable  to  this  expectation ; 
and  your  Lordship  will  have  received  various  communcations 
on  subjects  of  great  interest  which  it  might  have  been  difficult 
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to  obtain  through  any  other  channel.  They  came  to  me,  I 
wish  to  observe,  generally  unsolicited,  verbally  repeated  by 
Mr,  O'Meara  in  the  first  instance,  and,  when  afterward  com- 
mitted to  writing  always  done  for  the  purpose,  as  I  acquainted 
him,  of  being  sent  home,  very  few  indeed  being  the  subjects 
of  conversation  introduced  between  him  and  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte that  sprang  from  any  suggestion  whatever  of  mine  ; 
and  among  all  the  letters  of  which  I  have  addressed  copies 
to  your  Lordship  from  Mr.  O'Meara  not  one,  as  I  believe  (ex- 
cept those  where  it  is  so  expressed  to  have  been  done),  has 
thus  originated,  though  a  veference  to  my  desire  of  his  relat- 
ing in  writing  (to  which  he  never  offered  the  slightest  objec- 
tion, but,  on  the  contrary,  appeared  gratified  with  the  idea 
of  their  being  transmitted  with  his  name  to  England)  what 
he  had  before  verbally  informed  me  of  may  be  frequently  fonnd 
in  them. 

It  was  shortly  before  and  during  the  time  of  Count  Las 
Cases'  separation  from  Longwbod  Mr.  O'Meara's  communica- 
tions were  most  frequent ;  but  it  was  at  this  time  also  the 
principles  by  which  he  was  guided  began  to  create  the  strong- 
est doubt.  I  had  required  him  to  present  a  report  of  the  state 
of  health  of  the  son  of  Count  Las  Cases  ;  he  presented  me  one, 
recommending  he  should  be  sent  to  Europe,  drawn  out  evi- 
dently in  the  spirit  and  designs  entertained  at  Longwood  ;  it 
occasioned  two  questions  from  me,  which  were  answered  by 
another  letter  equally  in  the  same  strain.  It  was  impossible 
to  misunderstand  the  view  with  which  these  reports  were 
written ;  and,  having  had  some  conversation  with  him  upon 
them,  he  was  led  to  draw  out  a  report  more  analogous  to  the 
strict  line  of  his  medical  duty.  It  was  of  this  latter  report  a 
copy  was  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  with  my  general  ones 
respecting  Count  Las  Cases.  I  need  only  inclose  a  copy  of 
the  first  reports  addressed  to  me,  and  request  your  Lordship 
to  compare  them  with  that  of  which  I  transmitted  the  copy  to 
your  Lordship,  to  point  out  how  much  Mr.  O'Meara  was  then 
rendering  himself  the  instrument  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 
views,  and  how  strongly  he  was  advocating  the  ground  upon 
which  the  representations  of  Count  Bertrand  and  Mr.  O'Meara 
have  been  recently  made  to  me  with  so  much  force  respecting 
the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  own  health.  I  might  have 
been  justified  in  removing  him  upon  the  receipt  of  these  reports, 
viewing  the  spirit  in  which  the  first  were  written  ;  still,  to  lay 
restraint  upon  his  medical  opinions  in  a  case  where  the  per- 
sons he  was  attending  were  speaking  of  life  and  death,  at  the 
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moment  when  also  there  was  ground  for  real  anxiety  regard- 
ing them,  would  appear  an  ohnoxious  measure.  It  was  be- 
sides precisely  at  this  moment  Mr.  O'Meara  presented  himself 
to  me  as  the  proposer  of  an  intermediation  between  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  and  myself  through  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Pulteney 
Malcolm  ;  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  in  the  most  humble 
and  submissive  mood  he  had  shown  himself  since  my  arriv- 
al ;  and  that  a  severe  blow  was  at  the  same  time  experienced 
by  him  at  the  removal  of  Count  Las  Cases.  He  was  at  this 
time  also  ill,  and  to  have  removed  Mr.  O'Meara  from  him 
upon  such  a  ground  as  that  above  referred  to  was  not  even 
practicable.  The  intermediation  proposed  by  Mr.  O'Meara 
feU  to  the  ground  from  causes  which  are  here  briefly  men- 
tioned. The  principal  hindrances  on  my  mind  were — Istly, 
The  remarks  Napoleon  Bonaparte  made  on  my  first  answer, 
to  his  proposal,  which  Mr.  O'Meara  took  down  in  writing  and 
brought  me  a  copy  of,  being  in  a  style  and  spirit  quite  repug- 
nant to  his  first  communication ;  2dly,  The  observations  com- 
municated to  me,  signed  in  the  name  of  Napoleon,  upon  the 
regulations  of  the  9th  of  October,  concluding  with  an  asser- 
tion of  downright  and  positive  falsehood,  which  I  had  fortu- 
nately the  opportunity  of  proving  to  be  so,  by  having  seen  a 
few  days  before  a  relation  of  the  circumstances  to  which  it 
referred,  given  in  a  directly  opposite  manner  in  a  journal 
kept  by  Count  Las  Cases  under  the  direction  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  himself.  I  felt  fully  persuaded  besides,  from  other 
causes,  it  was  a  relief  from  restraint,  and  not  reconcilement, 
that  was  sought  after  ;  that  the  one  would  not  follow  with- 
out a  sacrifice  of  my  duty  on  the  other ;  and  having  rescinded 
the  regulations  most  complained  of,  and  taken  up  my  stand 
upon  those  where  I  could  not  yield  any  further,  until  I  had 
replied  to  the  observations  pi'esented  to  me  (in  breach,  as  it 
appeared  to  me,  of  the  original  proposal  Mr,  O'Meara  brought), 
I  determined  to  let  matters  take  their  ordinary  course.  Mr. 
O'Meara,  who  was  very  solicitous  the  intermediation  should 
proceed,  came  frequently  backward  and  forward  to  me  upon 
this  matter,  saying  Napoleon  Bonaparte  did  not  want  me  to 
make  any  reply  to  his  observations,  that  he  had  merely  sent 
them  for  my  information ;  but  I  did  not  choose  such  a  paper 
should  go  without  an  answer.  As  for  intermediation,  there 
could  be  no  necessity  for  it  in  what  I  might  myself  be  dis- 
posed to  yield  without  it,  and  to  this  opinion  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte himself  assented  ;  I  had  sufficient  motive  therefore  in 
this,  and  in  the  remarks  and  observations  of  Nopoleon  Bona- 
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parte  before  adverted  to,  for  not  following  the  course  which 
he  and  Mr.  O'Meara  had  wished  me  to  pursue,  the  result  of 
which  I  was  well  persuaded  could  produce  no  advantage  to 
me,  while  it  might  give  rise  to  false  hopes,  and  create  conse- 
quent disappointment,  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself  As 
Mr.  O'Meara  has  appeared  since  the  departure  of  Rear-Ad- 
miral Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  to  lay  great  stress  on  my  not 
having  gone  on  with  the  negotiation  of  which  he  was  the 
first  proposer,  I  have  on  this  account  introduced  the  above 
remarks  regarding  it. 

Early  in  the  month  of  June,  1817,  happening  to  go  to 
Longwood,  and  seeing  Mr.  O'Meara,  he  related  to  me  a  piece 
of  news  of  which  he  had  just  informed  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
respecting  the  dissolution  of  the  French  Chambers.  A  vessel 
had  arrived  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Sir  Pulteney 
Malcolm  had  sent  me  a  Cape  newspaper,  containing  the  ac- 
count of  Lord  Exmouth's  victory,  but  no  other  paper  was 
mentioned,  nor  any  other  news ;  I  learnt  however  he  had  re- 
ceived an  English  paper  of  late  date.  I  wrote  a  note  to  him, 
of  which  a  copy,  with  the  answer  is  inclosed.  I  hoped,  by 
the  mode  of  suggestion  adopted  in  my  note  to  the  Admiral, 
to  attain  the  object  I  had  in  view  without  speaking  to  Mr. 
O'Meara  himself  I  found  afterward,  however,  Mr.  O'Meara 
still  continued  in  the  habit  of  delivering  papers  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  which  he  had  received  from  Sir  Pulteney  Mal- 
colm. Captain  Poppleton,  the  orderly  oificer,  had  been  also 
requested  to  deliver  some,  and  referred  to  me.  I  caused  it  to 
be  communicated  to  him  as  a  general  rule,  without  reference 
to  the  name  of  any  particular  individual,  that  he  was  to  deliver 
no  papers  but  those  which  came  through  me.  He  mentioned 
this  order  to  Mr.  O'Meara,  who  still,  however,  continued  upon 
his  own  authority  to  deliver  papers  which  he  had  received 
from  the  Admiral ;  but  having  upon  one  occasion,  thought  fit 
to  carry  up  with  him  two  papers  of  a  later  date  than  any  I 
had  myself  received,  which  the  postmaster  had  shown  to  the 
Admiral,  and  then  delivered  to  Mr.  O'Meara,  1  thought  further 
delicacy  was  out  of  season,  and  spoke  both  to  the  postmaster 
and  Mr.  O'Meara  very  particularly  on  the  subject.  They  at- 
tempted to  justify  themselves  on  the  ground  that  such  things 
had  been  permitted  to  be  done  during  the  time  of  Sir  George 
Cockburn,  without  referring  to  the  want  of  analogy  between 
his  particular  situation  and  that  of  his  naval  successor.  Upon 
this  occasion  I  particularly  questioned  Mr.  O'Meara  upon  the 
mode  in  which  he  had  communicated  tho  news  about  the  dis- 
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solution  of  the  French  Chambers.  It  was  impossible  to  obtain 
from  him  any  direct  reply ;  that  is,  whether  he  delivered  the 
paper  which  contained  the  news  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  or 
merely  repeated  it  from  memory  (the  difference  not  material 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  news  was  mentioned  to  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  before  it  was  made  known  to  me).  The  whole 
I  could  obtain  from  him  was,  he  could  not  say  positively  that 
he  had  not  delivered  the  paper.  He  did  not  know  in  what 
newspaper  he  had  seen  it,  but  had  delivered  newspapers  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Admiral  on  that  same  day  to  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte — Portsmouth  ones.  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
upon  the  question  from  Mr.  O'Meara,  thought  it  was  verbally 
he  heard  the  news  ;  Count  Montholon  thought  he  first  saw  it 
in  the  "  Times  ;"  in  short,  the  memory  of  all  had  failed  on 
this  occasion ;  and  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  himself,  who  had 
stated  to  me  in  the  first  instance  that  the  paper  which  con- 
tained the  news  (a  Scotch  one)  had  been  mislaid,  afterward 
informed  me  he  had  destroyed  it  on  account  of  a  letter  which 
had  appeared  in  the  same  paper  from  an  officer  of  his  ship, 
which,  as  it  was  written  from  this  island,  it  would  have  been 
improper  I  should  have  seen. 

To  discuss  such  matters  with  Mr.  O'Meara,  who  was  a  naval 
surgeon,  borne  as  supernumerary  of  the  Admiral's  ship,  or 
with  the  Admiral  himself,  your  Lordship  will  feel  must  have 
been  a  matter  of  great  delicacy  ;  but  it  was  invariably  lat- 
terly in  such  kind  of  dilemmas  I  found  myself  placed.  Upon 
the  newspapers  arriving  here  with  the  reports  of  your  Lord- 
ship's speech  in  Parliament,  Mr.  O'Meara  came  almost  im- 
mediately afterward  to  me  to  communicate  the  remarks  which 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  made  upon  it.  Upon  questioning 
him  if  he  had  repeated  them  any  where  else,  he  said,  "  At 
the  Admiral's,"  confining  himself  however,  as  he  informed 
me,  to  the  mere  mention  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  having  said 
there  were  untruths  in  the  speech.  I  blamed  him  for  having 
repeated  the  remark  at  all ;  he  evinced  great  insensibility  to 
my  observations  in  this  as  well  as  in  every  other  instance 
since  the  occasion  of  his  delivering  up  to  me  Count  Montho- 
lon's  letter,  when  he  appeared  in  some  degree  sensible  of  the 
error  he  had  committed — latterly,  however,  affecting  to  treat 
it  as  a  trifle,  and  justifiable  on  the  mere  ground  of  curiosity 
alone.  I  am  thus  particular  in  referring  to  the  above  circum- 
stances, as  I  conceive  they  have  had  a  decided  influence  upon 
the  line  of  conduct  Mr.  O'Meara  has  been  since  pursuing, 
trusting  to  a  degree  of  support  in  a  channel  where  finally  I 

2* 
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feel  certain  it  will  be  found  to  fail  him,  particularly  when  a 
knowledge  is  obtained  of  the  circumstances  which  will  be 
hereafter  referred  to. 

The  next  instance  to  notice  was  on  my  receiving  Count 
Bertrand's  letters  in  the  month  of  July  last,  when,  observing 
the  falsity  of  some  information  they  had  received  at  Longwood 
respecting  my  preventing  the  man  who  had  brought  the  bust 
of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  son  from  landing  on  the  island,  I 
requested  Mr.  O'Meara  to  ascertain  by  whom  such  informa- 
tion had  been  given,  saying,  at  the  same  lime,  I  had  received 
two  very  extraordinary  letters  from  Count  Bertrand,  which  I 
feared  would  compel  me  to  take  some  strong  measure  regard- 
ing him,  but  not  charging  him  to  repeat  this  at  Longwood ; 
on  the  contrary,  desiring  him  to  confine  himself  solely  to  the 
inquii7  I  had  requested  him  to  make  as  to  the  person  who 
had  given  the  information.      Mr.  O'Meara  on  this  occasion 
expressed  his  regret  I  had  not  gone  on  with  the  intermedia- 
tion  he   had  proposed   through  Sir   Pulteney  Malcolm,   and 
brought  forward  to  my  surprise,  several  arguments  to  prove 
I  ought  to  have  done  so.      He  spoke  also  very  freely  upon 
other  points — of  your  Lordship's  speech  in  Parliament,  of  no 
answer  having  arrived  to  the  proposal  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 
assuming  an  incognita  name,  of  his  complaints  about  the  re- 
strictions he  was  under — the  whole  matter  of  which,  except 
in  what  relates  to  the  proposal  about  assuming  an  incognita 
name,  which  was  not  again  brought  forward,  will  be  found 
fully   detailed  in  various  conversations  where,  to   obtain  a 
knowledge  of  his  opinions  and  sentiments,  or  rather  of  those 
entertained  at  Longwood  (which  he  appeared  to  me  only  to 
repeat),  I  renewed  the  topics  with  him   until  I  was  enabled 
to  fully  develop  the  train  of  argument  and  thinking  which  in- 
fluenced his  line  of  conduct.    The  memoranda'  which  accom- 
pany this  letter  give  every  detail  on  the  subject.    Your  Lord- 
ship will  not  fail  to  observe  in  the  earliest  of  them  the  insid- 
ious manner  in  which  Mr.  O'Meara  obtained  my  reception, 
as  from  himself,  of  a  paper  in  which  lie  had  taken  down  some 
grossly  insulting  expressions  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  in  respect 
to  me,  and,  after  hearing  my  remarks  upon  it,  carried  these 
back  as  a  reply  to  him ;  when  on  my  seeing  Mr.  O'Meara  the 
next  day  he  acquainted  me  that  Napoleon   Bonaparte  had 
charged  him  to  deliver  this  paper  to  me,   wishing  then  to 


'  Notes  of  the  Governor's  conversations  with  O'Meara  in  July,  Au- 
gust, and  October,  1817,  and  in  January,  1818. 
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make  it  a  mattei  of  official  coininunication  by  suggesting  I 
should  address  Count  Bertrand  upon  it.  It  was  upon  this 
occasion  I  declared  to  him  he  had  not  my  authority  for  con- 
versing with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  on  any  other  subject  than 
his  medical  duties ;  that  I  did  not  order  him  not  to  reply  when  ' 
he  spoke  to  him,  but  he  must  in  such  case  act  upon  his  own 
responsibility. '  Your  Lordsliip  will  also  observe  the  indiffer- 
ence marked  by  Mr.  O'Meara  in  respect  to  continuance  in  his 
situation,  appearing  to  me  in  fact  frequently  to  act  upon  a 
system  of  provocation  which  might  compel  me  to  a  forcible 
removal  of  him.  To  all  hints,  however,  of  his  desire  or  his 
readiness  to  quit  his  situation  I  always  replied  by  saying,  if  he 
would  write  to  me  on  the  subject  and  apply  to  be  removed  I 
would  take  it  into  consideration,  but  would  act  upon  no  verbal 
communication. 

The  avowal  of  the  pledges  given  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
and  their  concealment  from  me,  which  forms  the  subject  of  a 
further  report,  will,  however,  present  the  best  means  to  form 
a  conclusive  judgment  upon  the  whole  of  Mr.  O'Meara's  pro- 
ceedings.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

H.  Lowe. 


No.  121. 

To  LiETJT .-General  Sir  H.  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

(Private.) 

Downing  Street,  January  23,  1818. 
My  deah  Sir — You  had  some  time  since  occasion,  in  a 
private  letter  to  Lord  Bathurst,  to  allude  to  a  correspondence 
carried  on  by  Dr.  O'Meara  with  an  individual  in  the  Ad- 
miralty, the  object  of  which  was  to  convey  to  this  country, 
otherwise  than  through  your  intervention,  reports  of  the  con- 
duct and  observations  of  General  Buonaparte,  so  far  as  they 
were  of  a  nature  to  excite  interest.  Lord  Bathurst  thinks  it 
proper  that  you  should  be  informed  that  this  correspondence 
is  still  kept  up,  and  that  it  is  so  with  his  Lordship's  knowl- 
edge ;  for  as  the  letters  received  from  Dr.  O'Meara  are  regu- 
larly submitted  to  Lord  Bathurst's  perusal,  he  has  thought  it 
advisable  not  to  do  any  thing  which,  by  driving  Dr.  O'Meara 
to  seek  another  channel  of  correspondence,  might  deprive 
Lord  Bathurst  of  the  knowledge  of  its  contents,  and  of  the 
objects  with  which  it  is  evident  that  his  communications  are 
made.  I  am  sure  you  know  enough  of  Lord  Bathurst  to  be 
perfectly  assured  that  he  would  not  permit  his  opinions  to  be 
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improperly  influenced  by  tlie  representations  which  might  be 
made  in  a  correspondence  of  this  description. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  ever  yours  most  faithfully, 

Henby  Goulburn. 


No.  122. 
To  Eakl  Batiiurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  January  25,  1818. 

My  Lord — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship, 
that  having  met  with  considerable  difficulty,  particularly 
since  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  October  last,  at 
which  time  Napoleon  Bonaparte  began  to  confine  himself  to 
his  room,  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  information  respecting 
him,  even  from  Mr.  O'Meara,  who,  iu  the  capacity  of  sur- 
geon, was  the  only  British  subject  who  had  a  ready  access  to 
him,  and  who  before  this  period  had  never  appeared  to  hesi- 
tate in  fully  communicating  to  me  any  particulars  of  which 
I  might  desire  to  be  unformed,  1  became  strongly  impressed 
with  the  idea  of  some  secret  engagement  or  understanding 
between  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  him,  which  prevented  in- 
formation being  afTorded  me,  as  had  been  heretofore  done.  I 
had,  it  is  true,  before  this  period,  declared  to  Mr.  O'Meara 
he  had  not  my  authority  for  communioating  with  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  upon  any  other  subject  than  that  of  his  medical 
duty,  and  that,  if  he  replied  to  him  on  other  points,  the  re- 
sponsibility must  rest  upon  himself;  but  this  did  not  appear 
to  be  considered  by  him  as  containing  that  species  of  prohibi- 
tion which  prevented  him  from  hearing  or  speaking  of  other 
matters,  as  will  be  apparent  by  reference  to  a  communication 
he  made  to  me  on  the  16th  of  September,  as  well  as  by  re- 
plies he  has  at  various  subsequent  time§  made  to  me,  when 
I  have  asked  him  questions  about  his  conversations,  and  he 
has  said,  "Nothing  important,  nothing  interesting,"  proving 
sufficiently,  however,  he  continued  his  communications  with 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  upon  other  topics  than  those  of  his  med- 
ical duties,  guided  by  no  other  rule  than  his  own  discretion. 

I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  make  known  to  your  Lord- 
ship the  interdict  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  placed  him 
under  in  the  middle  of  October,  of  transmitting  any  written 
bulletins  of  his  health  to  me,  unless  under  circumstances 
which  might  have  rendered  them  subservient  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte's  particular  designs.  I  had  before  an  instance,  in 
a  report   addressed   to  me  by  Mr.   OMeara,  respecting   the 
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health  of  the  son  of  Count  Las  Cases,  as  well  as  on  other 
occasions  respecting  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  in  what 
degree  he  could  render  a  medical  report  subservient  to  a  par- 
ticular object ;  and  therefore,  as  your  Lordship  has  already 
been  advised  of,  decided  upon  demanding  from  him  no  written 
reports  at  all,  under  the  forms  it  was  desired  to  present  them 
to  me,  but  desired  the  continuance  of  his  verbal  information, 
to  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  not  objected. 

Mr.  O'Meara  from  this  period  continued  giving  verbal  in- 
formation, sometimes  to  Mr.  Baxter,  sometimes  to  myself, 
respecting  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health ;  but 
whenever  interrogated  upon  any  point  whatever,  which  might 
throw  a  light  upon  the  particular  design  or  object  of  his  (Bona- 
parte's) shutting  himself  up,  or  upon  any  question  whatever 
which  had  relation  to  my  duties  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
or  to  Mr.  O'Meara's  communications  on  other  subjects  than 
those  of  his  profession,  he  either  maintained  a  most  absolute 
silence,  or  sought  to  evade  any  positive  answer ;  while  every 
information  respecting  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 
health  was  very  seldom  given  uncalled  for,  and  generally  only 
obtained  from  him  by  a  long  series  of  questioning.  A  direc- 
tion I  gave  him  to  communicate  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte's health  to  the  orderly  officer  at  Longwood  (with  whom 
Mr.  O'Meara  lived)  met  with  compliance  only  once  in  a  week 
or  ten  days ;  and  Mr.  Baxter  experienced  that  kind  of  delay 
in  receiving  information  on  that  subject,  that  I  was  compelled 
to  address  a  direction  through  him  to  Mr.  O'Meara  to  give 
his  information  more  frequently  uncalled  for ;  but  a  degree 
of  reluctance  being  stUl  apparent,  I  found  it  necessary  at  Mr. 
Baxter's  suggestion,  to  desire  he  would  attend  regularly  twice 
a  week  at  my  office,  to  meet  Mr.  Baxter  there,  and  give  the 
information  desired — information,  after  all,  only  drawn  from 
one  source,  and  which  fails,  consequently,  in  all  the  requisites 
for  establishing  a  legal  and  judicial  opinion. 

In  a  letter  I  addressed  to  Count  Bertrand  on  the  18th  of 
November,  I  referred  to  what  Mr.  O'Meara  had  said  to  me 
on  the  subject  of  the  interdict  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had 
placed  him  under.  A  few  days  afterward,  on  the  25th  of 
November,  finding  that  Mr.  O'Meara  had  been  a  long  time 
with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  on  the  proceeding  days,  sometimes 
more  than  an  hour  together,  I  asked  him  what  was  the  sub- 
ject of  his  conversations  ;  his  reply  to  me  was,  "  Nothing  in- 
terestino-,  nothing  particular,  nothing  of  sufficient  importance 
for  me  to  be  informed  of;    that  somtimes  he  did  not  speak 
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twelve  words  in  an  hour."  Mr.  O'Meara  added,  he  did  not 
wish  to  put  any  questions  to  him,  but  confined  himself  to 
medical  subjects,  as  he  had  been  desired  by  me.  I  asked 
him  if  nothing  had  been  said  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the 
letter  I  had  written  to  Count  Bertrand,  in  which  his  name 
had  been  mentioned  ?  "  Nothing."  The  question  was  put 
and  repeated  in  several  forms,  and  always  the  same  reply. 
Did  he  know  that  such  a  letter  had  been  written  ?  "Yes." 
Then  he  must  have  heard  it  from  some  other  person.  Mad- 
ame Bertrand  had  mentioned  such  a  letter  had  been  received  ; 
her  husband  was  sent  for  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  just  as  he 
had  received  it ;  he  opened  it,  but  left  her  before  he  had  read 
it ;  she  did  not  know,  therefore,  what  its  contents  were.  This 
letter  Captain  Blakeney,  the  orderly  officer,  had  sent  in  to 
Count  Bertrand  when  he  was  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 
The  particulars,  thereof,  as  related  by  Mr.  O'Meara,  were  at 
variance  with  what  Captain  Blakeney  had  told  me,  and  the 
natural  inference  I  drew  from  this  was,  that  Mr.  O'Meara 
had  either  seen  the  letter,  or  knew  more  about  it  than  what 
he  stated  to  me.  I  had  therefore  cautioned  him  against  suf- 
fering himself  to  be  drawn  into  the  perusal  of  any  corre- 
spondence between  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  myself,  without 
my  knowledge  ;  but  not  making  any  remark  whatever  on 
this  head,  I  simply  confined  myself  to  comment  on  the  mys- 
tery and  concealment  he  was  practicing  in  every  point,  when, 
with  an  extreme  of  effrontery,  to  which  I  consider  he  must 
have  been  instigated  either  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself, 
or  the  persons  of  his  family,  he  told  me  he  would  not  be  a 
spy  or  a  "  mouton."  The  signification  of  the  latter  term  was 
unknown  to  me.  I  asked  him  the  meaning  of  it ;  he  replied, 
"  a  person  who  insinuates  himself  into  the  confidence  of  others, 
for  the  purpose  of  extracting  information  or  secrets  from  them, 
and  then  repeats  it." 

The  use  of  any  cant  French  term  at  all,  in  a  reply  to  me, 
when  questioning  him  on  a  point  of  duty,  from  a  person  in 
Mr.  O'Meara's  situation,  was  in  itself  an  act  of  disrespect ; 
but  the  signification  given  to  it,  after  the  reply  referred  to  in 
the  first  part  of  his  conversation,  viz.  "  that  he  confined  him- 
self to  medical  subjects  as  I  desired  him,"  I  could*  regard  in 
no  other  light  than  as  an  act  of  deliberate  insult,  and  therefore 
desired  him  immediately  to  quit  the  room  ;  telling  him  at  the 
same  time,  were  it  not  for  consideration  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte's health,  he  should  not  stay  an  hour  longer  in  the  island. 
As  there  was  no  possibility  of  obtaining  any  information  of 
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Napoleon  Bonaparte's  state  of  health  from  any  other  person 
than  Mr.  O'Meara,  without  the  use  of  force,  I  still  continued 
to  require  his  attendance  at  my  office. 

The  stream  of  his  information,  -which  had  flowed  so  fully, 
naturally,  and  without  any  solicitation,  during;  so  long  a  period, 
on  many  other  points,  had  however  suddenly  dried  up,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  an  answer  could  be  obtained,  even  to  the 
most  common  question,  which  his  means  of  observation  more 
than  that  of  any  other  person  enabled  him  to  reply  to.  I  was 
still  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  existence  of  some  collu- 
sion, and  on  the  18th  of  December,  after  a  series  of  questions 
put  to  Mr.  O'Meara,  whether  he  had  pledged  his  word  of 
honor  or  not  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  upon  any  point  connected 
with  his  medical  duties,  I  put  the  question  to  him,  whether 
he  had  pledged  his  word  to  secrecy  upon  any  other  subject. 
He  affected  for  some  time  to  consider  all  the  questions  as  re- 
lating to  his  medical  duties  alone,  but  at  last  confessed  he  had 
pledged  himself  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  in  the  following  terms 
— viz.  not  to  reveal  the  conversations  that  passed  between 
themselves,  except  they  had  a  tendency  to  his  (Napoleon 
Bonaparte's)  escape — last  May  was  a  twelvemonth. 

A  memorandum  is  inclosed  of  the  conversation  that  passed 
upon  this  occasion,  which  terminated,  as  a  former  one  had 
done,  by  my  directing  him  to  quit  the  room.  Five  days  after 
I  received  a  letter  from  him,  of  which  copy  is  inclosed.  As 
there  is  not  a  paragraph  in  it  in  which  some  remarkable 
omission,  perversion,  or  grossly  disrespectful  insinuation  is  not 
manifest,  and  as  silence  might  lead  to  misconstruction,  I  deter- 
mined on  directing  a  full  reply  to  be  sent,  of  which  a  copy,  as 
written  to  Mr.  O'Meara  by  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  is  also  trans- 
mitted. I  believe  to  have  developed  in  it  the  real  facts  and 
real  grounds  on  which  his  statement  stands,  and  can  appeal 
with  more  confidence  to  your  Lordship's  judgment  of  his 
conduct,  by  reference  to  the  statement  contained  in  a  letter 
written  to  himself,  and  to  which  consequently  he  can  if  he 
pleases  reply  (through  the  means  I  have  indicated  to  him), 
than  to  any  other  form  or  representation  I  could  adopt. 

I  certainly,  in  the  mean  time,  consider  it  the  severest  tax 
upon  the  due  and  satisfactory  performance  of  my  duties  on 
this  island,  to  be  compelled  to  bear  with  the  further  residence 
here  of  this  person,  who  being  perfectly  aware  that  delicacy 
and  consideration  for  the  situation  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  will 
at  the  present  moment  prevent  my  removing  him,  thinks  he 
can  act  with  the  gi'eater  liberty ;  and  I  can  not  dissemble  from 
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your  Lordship,  at  the  same  time,  the  almost  absolute  nullity 
of  all  restrictions  upon  communication  or  correspondence  with 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  where  a  person  of  Mr.  O'Meara's  turn 
of  mind  and  disposition  is  permitted  to  remain  near  him  ;  for 
by  the  pledges  given  he  has  set  himself  above  all  authority 
whatever,  even  that  of  Government,  as  to  the  restrictions 
which  Parliament  has  authorized  it  to  place  on  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  by  arrogating  to  himself  the  liberty  of  a  secret  and 
wholly  unrestrained  intercourse  upon  every  other  point  than 
that  alone  which  stands  declared  to  be  a  felony,  trusting  to 
his  own  subtilty,  or  that  of  his  advisers,  for  an  escape  from 
prosecution  or  pursuit  on  any  other  point. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  123. 

A.  M.  LE  General  Comte  de  Montholon,  Chambellan, 

ETC. 

LoNGWooD,  Feorier  4,  1818. 
J'avais  oublie  vos  anciens  torts,  Monsieur,  ou,  plutot,  je 
vous  les  avals  pardonnes.  J'esperais  que  vous  changeriez ; 
je  me  suis  trompe.  Vous  paraissez  destine  a  me  nuire  dans 
toutes  les  circonstances.  Avant  que  vous  ne  fussiez  avec  I'Em- 
pereur,  depuis  long-temps  j'etais  bien  avec  lui ;  depuis  que 
vous  y  etes  j'y  suis  mal.  Vous  etes  la  cause  des  mauvais 
traitemens  dont  il  m'acoable ;  ils  sont  devenus  tels  qu'il  ne 
m'est  plus  permis  de  les  supporter  sans  me  deshonorer.  O'est 
vous.  Monsieur,  qui  etes  la  cause  de  tons  mes  malheurs ;  je 
vous  en  demande  satisfaction.  J'espere  que  vous  savez  pour- 
quoi  j'ai  differe  jusqu'a  ce  jour.  Parce  que  j'ai  soufTert  on 
pourra  apprecier  rattachement  que  j'avais  pour  I'Empereur. 
Vous  avez  cru  triompher  en  me  reduisant  a  cette  dure  extrem- 
ite  de  partir.  Vous  avez  ci-u  que  mon  depart  serait  attribue 
au  manque  du  courage  necessaire  dans  une  situation  comme 
la  mienne  ici ;  vous  avez  cru  que  cela  vous  ferait  valoir 
davantage  ;  vous  qui  restez — vous  qui  n'eprouvez  que  de  bons 
traitemens,  &o.  :  vous  voila  detrompe.  Force  de  me  separer 
de  I'Empereur,  a  qui  j'avais  sacrifie  toute  mon  existence,  pour 
qui  j'ai  tout  perdu,  je  ne  partirai  qu'apres  m'etre  venge  du 
succes  de  vos  intrigues  et  de  vos  manoeuvres  ;  ou  bien  je  tom- 
berai  sous  vos  coups,  mais  du  moins  d'une  maniere  plus  hon- 
orable et  plus  digne  d'un  homme  de  coeur  que  celle  que  vous 
avez  employee  jusqu'ici ;  et  quelque  soit  mon  sort,  j'emport- 
erai  I'estime  de  tous  les  honnetes  gens.  Voila,  Monsieur, 
comme  je  veux  quitter  Longwood.     General  Gourgaud. 
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P.S.  Je  suis  en  droit  de  choisir  les  armes  ;  je  vous  laisse 
cet  avantage,  mais,  vu  les  circonstances  oii  nous  nous  trou- 
vons,  il  est,  je  crois,  necessaire  de  nous  conoerter  sur  les  autres 
dispositions.  Je  vous  prie,  done,  de  me  dire  oCi  nous  pourrons 
avoir  une  entrevue  a  ce  sujet. 


A  Monsieur  le  Generai.  Gourgaud,  chez  lui. 

LoNGwooD,  Fcvrier  4. 
J'ai  repu  votre  lettre,  Monsieur.  Plusieurs  fois  depuis  dix- 
huit  mois  nous  nous  sommes  mutuellement  provoques.  L'Em- 
pereur,  en  ayant  ete  instruit,  a  exige  ma  parole  d'honneur 
que  je  n'accepterais  aucun  cartel  tant  que  je  serais  pres  de  lui. 
Effectivement  tout  duel  entre  nous  serait  un  grand  scandale 
et  un  surcroit  d'affliction  a  ajouter  a  sa  position,  Dans  d' au- 
tres circonstances,  quand  je  serais  libre  de  ces  devoirs,  j'ac- 
cepterai  votre  cartel.  Le  Comte  de  Montholon. 


A  Monsieur  le  Comte  de  Montholon. 

Fevrier  4,  1818. 

II  me  semMe,  Monsieur,  que  s'il  etait  vrai  que  I'Empereur 
cut  exige  votre  parole  AHionneur  de  n'accepter  aucun  cartel, 
il  aurait  aussi  exige  votre  porole  6.'honneur  que  vous  vous  con- 
duisiez  en  honnete  homme ;  car  vous  avouerez  qu'il  y  aurait 
eu  de  la  lachete  d'en  avoir  agi  comme  vous  I'avez  fait  avec 
moi,  lorsque  vous  pensiez  n'  avoir  rien  a  craindre.  Reflechissez, 
je  vous  prie,  a  tout  le  mal  que  vous  m'avez  fait.  Vous  parlez 
de  scandale,  pourquoi  le  provoquez-vous  ? 

Le  General  Gourgaud. 

P.S.  Je  vous  renouvelle  encore  le  demande  d'une  entrevue. 


No.  124. 

Au  Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGWooD,  Fevrier  8,  1818. 
Monsieur  le  General — Depuis  la  maladie  grave  que  j'ai 
essuyee  ici  il  y  a  deux  ans,  ma  sante  a  toujours  ete  plus  ou 
moins  cliancelante.  Tres-souvent  j'ai  ete  tourmente  par  de 
nouvelles  attaques  de  dissenterie,  et  de  mal  au  foie  ;  a  ces 
peines  physiques  se  sont  jointes  des  peines  morales.  J'ai 
eprouve  de  grands  chagrins  ;  leur  influence  m'a  ete  fatale  ; 
elle  a  detruit  le  peu  de  sante  qui  me  restait,  au  point  que  je 
suis  force  de  vous  prier  de  vouloir  bien  faciliter  mon  retour  en 
Europe,  oii  I'air  de  ma  patrie  et  les  soins  de  ma  famillo 
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soulageront  tous  mes  maux.     J'ose  esperer,  Monsieur  le  Gen- 
eral, que  vous  aurez  de  moi  assez  bonne  opinion  pour  croire 
que  je  n'agis  ainsi  que  par  les  motifs  les  plus  puissants. 
J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre,  &c. 

Le  General  Gourgaud. 

P.S.  Je  vous  serais  bien  oblige  si,  en  attendant  mon  depart 
de  I'ile,  vous  pouviez  me  placer  dans  un  autre  lieu  que  Long- 
wood  ;  je  crois  que  le  changement  d'air  me  ferait  du  bien. 


A  l'Empereur  Napoleon. 

Long  WOOD,  Fevrier  11. 
Sire — Au  moment  de  m'eloigner  de  ce  sojour  j'eprouve  un 
sentiment  bien  douloureux.  J'oublie  tout ;  je  ne  suis  occupe 
que  de  la  pensee  que  je  vais  me  separer  pour  jamais  de  celui 
a  qui  j'avais  consacre  toute  mon  existence.  Cette  idee  m'ac- 
cable  ;  je  ne  puis  trouver  de  consolation  que  dans  la  persua- 
sion oil  je  suis  que  j'ai  toujours  fait  mon  devoir.  Je  cede  a 
la  fatalite  !  Dans  mon  malheur  j'ose  esperer.  Sire,  que  vous 
conserverez  quelque  souvenir  de  mes  services  et  de  mon  at- 
tachement,  que  meme  vous  rendrez  justice  a  mes  sentimens 
et  aux  motifs  de  mon  depart,  et  qu'enfin,  si  j'ai  perdu  votre 
bienveillance,  que  je  n'ai  pas  perdu  votre  estime.  Daignez, 
Sire,  recevoir  mes  adieux,  et  agreer  les  vceux  que  je  fais  pour 
votre  bonheur.  Plaignez  mon  sort,  et  qu'un  pensant  quelque- 
fois  a  moi  votre  Majeste  dise,  "  Celui-la,  au  moins,  avait  un 
bon  coeur  1"  Je  suis,  &c.  General  Gourgaud. 


Fevrier  12. 
M.  LE  General  Baron  Gourgaud — Je  vous  remeroie  des 
sentimens  que  vous  m'exprimez  dans  votre  letti-e  d'hier.  Je 
regrette  que  le  mal  du  foie,  qui  est  si  funeste  dans  ce  climat, 
ait  necessite  votre  depart.  Vous  etes  jeune,  vous  avez  du 
talent,  vous  devez  parcourir  une  longue  carricre  ;  je  desire 
qu'elle  soit  heureuse.  Ne  doutez  jamais  de  I'interet  que  je 
vous  porte.  Napoleon. 


No.  125. 

Au  Prince  Metternich. 

Mon  Prince — Le  General  Gourgaud  part  ajourd'hui  pour 

I'Angleterre  sur  le  Camden.    Depuis  qu'il  a  quitte  Longwood 

il  est  venu  me  voir  presque  tous  les  jours.      J'ai  mis  a  profit 

ses   visiles  pour  me  procurer  de  nouveau  details  sur  Bona- 
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parte  et  son  existence  a  Ste.  H^lene.  Voici,  mon  Prince,  le 
resume  des  conversations  que  nous  avons  eues  ensemble  : 

"Qu'a  dit  Bonaparte  de  la  niort  de  la  Princesse  Char- 
lotte?"— "  II  I'a  regarde  comme  un  malheur  de  plus  dans  sa 
position.  Tout  le  monde  sait  que  la  Princesse  de  Galles  a 
pour  lui  une  admiration  presque  fanatique.  11  esperait  que 
lorsque  sa  fille  serait  montee  sur  la  trone  elle  profiterait  de 
I'empire  qu'elle  avait  sur  elle  pour  le  faire  transporter  en 
Angleterre.  'Une  Ibis  la,'  disait-il,  '  je  suis  sauve.'  II  m'a 
dit,  en  apprenant  cette  nouvelle,  '  Eh  bien,  voila  encore  un 
coup  imprevu ;  c'est  ainsi  que  la  fortune  dejoue  tous  nos 
projets.'  " 

"  Parle-t-il  quelquefois,  de  son  avenir  ?" — "II  est  per- 
suade qu'il  ne  restera  pas  a  Ste.  Helene,  et  s'obstine  a  oroire 
que  le  parti  de  I'opposition  parviendra  a  Fen  tirer.  II  parait 
n'avoir  pas  renonce  pour  toujours  a  remonter  sur  le  trone. 
'  Si  je  reviens  en  France,'  m'a-t-il  dit,  lorsque  nous  nous  som- 
mes  separes,  '  venez  me  trouver  ;  je  vous  accorderai  de  nou- 
veau  ma  protection.'  " 

"Que  pense-t-il  des  Bourho7is  ?" — "  II  pretend  que  Louis 
XVIII.  est  revolutionnaire,  et  que  par  sa  conduite  il  s'expose 
aux  plus  grands  dangers.  '  Ce  n'est  pas  ainsi,'  dit-il,  '  que 
s'operent  les  changemens  de  dynastie  ;  la  prudence  voulait 
qu'il  se  defit  de  tous  mes  marechaux.  II  fallait  mettre  hors 
d'etat  tout  ce  qui  n'etait  point  de  son  parti.  Labedoyere  etle 
Marechal  Ney  n'etaient  pas  seuls  dangereux.'  " 

"  Parle-t-il  de  sa  femme  et  de  son  Jih  ?" — "  II  se  plaint  de 
Marie  Louise.  Selon  lui,  elle  n'aurait  jamais  du  quitter 
Paris  en  1814.  '  Au  lieu  de  Madame  de  Montebello  c'etait,' 
dit-il,  '  Madame  de  Beauveau  que  j'aurais  du  placer  aupres 
d'elle  ;  elle  I'aurait  dirigee  autrement,  et  les  choses  n'en  se- 
raient  pas  la.'  II  est  persuade  qu'il  serait  encore  sur  le  trone 
s'il  avait  epouse  une  Grande  Duchesse  de  Russie.  II  parle 
souvent  de  son  ills,  surtout  depuis  quelque  temps." 

"  Qu'a-t-il  dit  de  Vajfaire  du  Colonel  Latapie,  et  de  cette 
pretendue  tentative  de  I'enlever?" — "II  dit  que  cela  pent 
etre  vrai,  mais  qu'il  connait  ces  gens-la,  que  ce  sont  des  aven- 
turiers,  et  que  jamais  il  ne  serait  confie  a  eux." 

"Pensez-vous  qu'il  puisse  s'echapper  d'ici  ?" — "  II  en  a  eu 
dix  fois  I'occasion,  et  il  I'a  encore  au  moment  meme  ou  je  vous 
parle." 

"  Je  vous  avoue  qice  cela  me  parait  impossible." — "  Eh  ! 
que  ne  fait-on  pas  quand  on  a  des  millions  a  sa  disposition  ? 
Au  reste,  quoique  j'aie  a  me  plaindre  de  I'Empereur,  je  ne  le 
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trahirai  jamais.  Je  le  repete,  il  peut  s' evader  seul  et  aller  ea 
Amevique  quand  il  le  voudra  ;  je  n'en  dirai  pas  davantage." 

"  S'il  le  peut,  que  ne  lefait-il  ?  L'essentid  est  d'etre  hors 
d'ici?" — "  Nous  le  lui  avons  toua  conseille.  II  a  toujours 
combattu  nos  raisons  et  y  a  resiste.  duelque  malheureux 
qu'il  soit  ici,  il  jouit  secretement  de  I'importance  qu'on  met  a 
sa  garde,  de  I'interet  qu'y  prenneiit  toutes  les  puissances  de 
I'Europe,  du  soin  que  Ton  met  a  recueillir  ses  moindres  pa- 
roles, &c.  II  nous  a  dit  plusieurs  fois,  '  Je  ne  peux  plus  vivre 
en  particulier  ;  j'aime  mieux  etre  prisonnier  ici  que  libre  aux 
Etats-Unis.'  " 

"  Contmue-t-il  a  ecrire  son  histoire  ?" — "  11  en  ecrit  des 
fragmens,  mais  il  est  probable  qu'il  ne  I'achevera  jamais. 
Q,uand  on  lui  demande  s'il  ne  veut  pas  que  I'histoire  le  peigne 
tel  qu'il  a  ete,  il  repond  qu'il  est  souvent  plus  avantageux  de 
se  laisser  deviner  que  de  se  mettre  trop  a  decouvert.  II  parait 
aussi  que,  ne  regardant  pas  ses  grandes  destinees  comme 
finies,  il  ne  veut  pas  devoiler  des  plans  dont  I'execution  n'a 
pas  ete  entierement  achevee,  et  qu'il  peut  reprendre  un  jour 
avec  succes." 

"  Qui  de  vous  a  redige  la  fameuse  lettre  de  M.  de  Mon- 
iholon?" — "  L'Empereur  lui-meme.  II  nous  en  a  dicte  la 
plus  grande  partie.  II  serait  heureux  qu'il  s'en  fiit  tenu  la, 
mais  vous  verrez  incessament  parailre  a  Londres  de  preten- 
dues  lettres  ecrites  par  des  capitaines  de  vaisseaux  marchands, 
et  dans  lesquelles  on  parle  Iseaucoup  de  I'Empereur.  EUes 
sont  de  lui.  Le  style  en  est  plat,  les  details  puerils,  la  con- 
ception mauvaise.  Vous  aurez  peine  a  croire,  par  exemple, 
que  I'ouvrage  publie  sous  le  nom  de  Santini  etait  de  lui.  II 
se  fait  par  la  beaucoup  plus  de  tort  qu'il  ne  croit ;  mais  per- 
sonne  ne  peut  le  guerir  de  cette  manie  d'ecrire.  En  general, 
ce  n'est  ni  Bertrand  ni  Montholon  qu'il  fallait  a  I'Empereur. 
C'etait  le  Due  de  Rovigo,  le  Duo  de  Bassano,  des  hommes  a 
caractere,  en  un  mot,  qui  I'eussent  empeche  de  faire  des  sot- 
tises.  Oombien  n'en  avons-nous  pas  fait  depuis  que  nous 
sommes  ici  !" 

"  Comment  est-il  dans  son  int'erieur  ?" — "  Excellent  avec 
ses  domestiques ;  oherchant  a  donner  du  relief  a  tout  ce  qui 
I'entoure,  clevant  tres-haut  les  petits  talens  de  ceux  qui  en  ont, 
et  en  pretant  a  ceux  qui  n'en  ont  point." 

'■Quelle  est  son  attitude  avec  les  personnes  de  sa  suite?" 
— "  Celle  d'un  souverain  absolu.  Je  I'ai  souvent  vu  jouer 
cinq  heures  de  suite  aux  echecs,  et  souffrir  que  nous  fussions 
de  bout  pendant  tout  ce  temps  a  le  regarder." 
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"Comment  Madame  de  Montholon  est-elle  parvenue  a  lui 
plaire?" — "  EUe  joue  la  femme  savante,  sait  assez  bien 
I'histoire  de  France,  et  ne  cesse  repeter  a  I'Empereur  que  Ton 
devrait  guillotiner  tous  les  jours  quatre-viiigt  Parisians  pour 
les  punir  de  I'avoir  trahi,  que  la  France  merite  d'etre  vingt 
fois  plus  malheureuse  qu'elle  ne  Test,  &c.  II  ecoute  tout 
eela  avec  plaisir."  Agreez,  mon  Prince,  je  vous  prie,  I'hom- 
mage  de  mon  respect. 

Stuemer. 


No.  126. 
A  Monsieur  le  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGWooD,  Avril  13,  1818. 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Le  Docteur  O'Meara  m'a  fait 
connaitre  hier  qu'en  consequence  d'un  ordre  emane  de  vous 
il  etait  contraint  de  quitter  cette  ile.  A  cette  occasion  j'ai 
I'honnour  de  vous  prier  de  considerer  que  Monsieur  O'Meara 
nous  a  ete  donne  par  votre  Gouvernement  sur  notre  demande, 
et  comme  nous  tenant  lieu  d'un  medicin  Franyais  ;  qu'il  a 
notre  confiance ;  que  I'Empereur  est  malade  depuis  sept  mois 
d'une  maladie  chronique  de  foie,  mortelle  dans  ce  pays,  et  qui 
est  occasion6e  par  le  defaut  d'exercioe,  qu'il  n'a  pu  prendre 
depuis  deux  ans,  par  Tabus  que  vous  avez  fait  ef  que  vous 
faites  de  vos  pouvoirs  ;  que  les  ohoses  en  sont  arrivees  au 
point  que  le  malade  a  besoin  d'etre  soigne  tous  les  jours;  que 
depuis  deux  ans  vous  avez  voulu  chasser  Monsieur  O'Meara 
pour  le  remplacer  par  Monsieur  Baxter  ;  que,  malgre  vos  in- 
stances reiterees,  I'Empereur  s'est  refuse  a  recevoir  le  mede- 
cin  qui  lui  inspire  une  invincible  repugnance.  Considerez 
que,  si  vous  otez  Monsieur  O'Meara  sans  le  remplacer  par  un 
medecin  Fran9ais  ou  Italien  deja  connu,  vous  obligez  le 
Prince  a  mourir,  prive  de  tout  secours.  II  y  est  resolu.  Son 
agonie  en  sera  plus  douloureuse  ;  mais  lea  peines  du  corps 
sont  passageres,  tandis  que  I'opprobie  qu'une  conduite  aussi 
feroce  imprimera  sur  le  caraotere  de  votre  nation  sera  eter- 
nelle.  Jo  suis  charge,  1,  de  declarer  que  le  Docteur  O'Meara 
est  le  seul  medecin  de  ceux  qui  sont  sur  ce  rocher  en  qui  le 
malade  ait  confiance  ;  2,  de  protester  centre  son  renvoi,  de 
quelque  pretexte  qu'on  cherche  a  le  colorer,  a  moins  qu'il  ne 
soil  la  consequence  d'un  jugement  legal. 
J'ai  I'honneur,  &c. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


550  CAPTIVITV  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  127. 

No.  127. 
A  Monsieur  le  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGWooD,  Avril  24,  1818. 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Lorsque  le  12  Avril  j'ai  ete 
instruit  par  le  Docteur  O'Meara  qu'il  cessait  ses  fonctions  de 
medecin  pres  I'Empereur  Napoleon,  je  me  suis  empresse  de 
faire  dire  au  Major  Gorrequer  que  je  le  priais  de  passer  chez 
moi,  ayant  des  communications  de  la  plus  haute  importance 
a  lui  faire.  J'ait  dit  a  cet  officier  que  j'avais  eu  intention  de 
lui  faire  connaitre  combien  nous  avions  ete  peines  de  ce 
qu'on  eut  ote  la  fourniturc  des  vivres  a  la  maison  Balcombe, 
que  le  voyage  du  chef  de  cette  maison  a  Londres  ne  pent 
pas  etre  une  raison  pour  lui  oter  son  emploi,  puisque  le 
service  a  toujours  ete  fait  par  ses  associes  Messieurs  Fowler  et 
Cole,  et  que  Monsieur  Balcombe  ne  s'en  est  jamais  mele  di- 
rectement ;  mais  que  la  communication  que  je  venais  de  re- 
cevoir  du  Docteur  O'Meara  etait  d'une  tout  autre  importance, 
que  I'Empereur  ne  pouvait  pas  rester  un  jour  sans  le  secours 
de  Monsieur  O'Meara.  Le  lendemain,  13,  j'ai  eu  I'honneur 
de  vous  ecrire  la  meme  chose.  J'espererais  avoir  une  reponse 
dans  la  journee  meme  :  nous  sommes  aujourd'hui  le  24,  et  je 
n'en  ai  aucune.  Voila  done  douze  jours  que  I'Empereur  est 
prive  de  toute  assistance  de  la  medecine.  Au  mois  d'Octobre 
il  fut  quinze  jours  sans  voir  le  Docteur  O'Meara,  lorsque  vous 
elevates  I'etrange  pretention  de  lui  imposer  I'obligation  de 
faire  des  bulletins  sous  voire  dictee,  et  sans  qu'ils  fussent  au 
prealable  soumis  a  I'Empereur  et  I'original  laisse  dans  ses 
mains  ;  mais  alors  sa  maladie  etait  a  son  commencement,  et 
aujourd'hui  elle  est  deja  avancee.  Le  Comte  de  Montholon, 
qui  loge  dans  le  meme  coi-ps  de  batiment  que  I'Empereur,  m'a 
fait  connaitre  que  le  18,  et  aujourd'hui,  24,  il  a  ete  eveille  a 
deux  heures  du  matin  par  le  valet-de-oliambre  de  I'Empereur, 
et  est  reste  a  cote  du  lit  de  ce  Prince,  depuis  deux  heures 
jusqu'a  cinq  heures  du  matin,  temoin  de  ses  soufTrances,  sans 
y  pouvoir  porter  aucune  adoucissement.  Vos  restrictions  du  10 
Avril  sur  Longwood  out,  done,  deja  produit  I'eflet  le  plus 
funeste.  Je  retiere,  done,  ma  demande  que  vous  restituez  le 
Docteur  O'Meara  a  ses  fonctions,  en  cessant  de  le  vexer  et  de 
lui  faire  essuyer  de  mauvais  traitemens,  en  levant  les  restric- 
tions contraires  a  ce  qui  a  existe  depuis  trois  ans,  auxquelles 
il  ne  veut  ni  ne  pent  se  soumettre  sans  so  deshonorer.  Enfin 
quelques  raisons  que  vous  puissiez  alleguer,  songez,  Monsieur, 
aux  consequences  de  prolonger  I'etat  actuel,  et  de  priverl'Em- 
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pereur  du  m6decin  de  son  choix  sans  avoir  pourvu  a  son 
remplacement  conformement  a  ma  lettre  du  13  Avril.  Si 
vous  persistez  a  le  faire,  cet  act  arbitraire  sera  caracter- 
ise  par  I'Europe,  par  votre  nation,  et  meme  par  votre  Min- 
istre.     J'ai  I'honneur,  &c. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


No.  128. 
To  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  April  30,  1818. 
Dear  Sir — A  considerable  period  having  elapsed  since  any 
supply  of  clothing  was  sent  out  for  the  use  of  General  Buona- 
parte, Lord  Bathurst  has  directed  me  to  draw  your  attention 
to  this  subject,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  orig- 
inal stock  being  exhausted  before  a  fresh  supply  was  placed 
at  your  disposal.  From  the  temper  which  General  Buonaparte 
has  so  frequently  shown  on  similar  subjects,  it  is  not  improba- 
ble that  he  might  be  disposed  to  conceal  from  you  the  defi- 
ciency of  any  articles,  either  of  necessity  or  comfort,  with  a 
view  of  making  that  deficiency  hereafter  a  subject  of  remon- 
strance and  complaint,  and  Lord  Bathurst  therefore  considers 
it  advisable  that  you  should  adopt  any  measure  which  you 
may  consider  calculated  to  obtain  satisfactory  information  as 
to  the  state  of  his  wardrobe,  &c.,  in  order  that,  if  deficient  in 
any  essential  article,  that  deficiency  may  be  speedily  supplied, 
and  that  no  means  should  on  your  part  appear  to  have  been 
omitted  for  contributing  every  thing  that  may  be  necessary 
for  his  convenience  or  comfort.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Henry  Goulburn. 


No.  129. 

To  Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowts,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  May  5,  1818. 
Sir — I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Prince  Regent 
your  several  dispatches,  to  No.  121  inclusive.  It  appears 
clear  as  well  by  General  Gourgaud's  confession  as  by  other 
inteUigence  which  I  had  received,  that  a  clandestine  corre- 
spondence to  a  considerable  extent  is  carried  on  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Longwood,  and,  as  there  is  little  or  no  communication 
between  Buonaparte  and  any  individual  in  the  island,  this 
evasion  of  your  regulations  must  be  effected  by  the  opportuni- 
ties which  Generals  Bertrand  and  Montholon  and  the  servants 
of  the  establishment  of  Longwood  enjoy  of  having  frequent  in- 
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tercourse  not  only  -with  those  who  visit  Longwood  but  with 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  island ;  it  will  therefore  be  neces- 
sary to  introduce  restraints  on  a  liberty  which  it  is  evident 
has  been  so  much  abused,  and  I  have  great  satisfaction  in 
thinking  that  you  may  apply  these  restraints  to  the  followers 
of  General  Buonaparte  without  extending  them  to  him,  as  you 
must  I  am  sure,  always  feel  a  great  reluctance  to  impose  any 
additional  restrictions  upon  him,  though  there  is  undoubtedly 
not  the  same  delicacy  with  regard  to  his  followers  and  servants, 
whose  residence  on  the  island  is  voluntary,  and  for  whose  in- 
temperate and  unbecoming  conduct  there  is  not  the  same  allow- 
ance to  be  made.  You  will  therefore,  upon  the  receipt  of  this 
dispatch,  impose  such  restrictions  with  respect  to  the  commu- 
nications between  General  Buonaparte's  followers  and  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Helena  as  may  appear  to  you  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  continuance  of  any  clandestine  correspondence.  If 
they  shall  remonstrate  against  these  additional  restraints  being 
applied  to  them,  unless  they  are  also  extended  to  General 
Buonaparte,  and  represent  that  they  have  only  bound  them- 
selves to  submit  to  such  as  were  established  with  regard  to 
him,  you  will  inform  them  that  if  they  do  not  submit  to  them 
you  must  interdict  all  intercourse  between  them  and  General 
Buonaparte,  adding,  however,  that  you  will  not  object  to  for- 
ward any  representation  which  they  may  think  proper  to  make 
to  the  British  Government,  provided  that  they  conform  to  the 
regulation  which  prescribes  that  the  letter  be  sent  to  you  un- 
sealed.    I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Bathurst 


No.  130. 

Au  Dr.  O'Meaea. 

Longwood,  ce  9  Mai,  1818. 
Monsieur — Depuis  le  mois  d'Octobre  vous  avez  cesse  de 
faire  des  bulletins,  ce  qui  a  donne  lieu  d'cn  faire  de  faux. 
L'Empereur  desire  que  vous  ne  rendiez  compte  a  qui  que  ce 
soit  de  I'etat  de  sa  santo,  si  ce  n'est  au  Gouverneur,  s'il  Ic 
requiert — surtout  que  vous  n'en  parliez  a  aucun  medecin  ;  et, 
pour  couper  court  a  tout  ce  tripotage,  que  vous  redigiez  toutes 
les  semaines,  et  plus  souvent  si  cela  est  necessaire,  un  bulletin 
de  sa  sante,  dont  vous  me  remettrez  I'original,  et  dont  vous 
pourrez  envoyer  la  copie  au  Gouverneur  s'il  le  desire.  Aus- 
sitot  que  vous  m'aurez  repondu  sur  cet  article  vous  pourrez 
roprendre  vos  fonctions  de  medecin  de  Napoleon,  qui  en  a 
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besoin,  puisque  la  restriction  du  10  Avril  est  levee,  et  que  vous 
agLssez  volontairement  et  san.s  y  etrc  contraint.     J'ai,  &c. 

Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


No.  131. 

To  LiEDT. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  May  16,  1818. 

Sir — I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  the  information 
given  by  General  Gourgaud  to  Mr.  Goulburn,  of  which  the 
substance  is  communicated  in  my  dispatch  No.  9,  that  the 
health  of  General  Buonaparte  has  not  been  in  any  essential 
manner  impaired  by  his  residence  at  St.  Helena ;  that  the 
swelling  of  the  legs  has  not  been  more  frequent  or  more  ex- 
teaded  than  what  at  times  he  has  been  accustomed  to,  and 
that  the  accounts  therefore  which  Mr.  O'Meara  has  furnished 
are  very  fallacious.  The  manner  in  which  you  represent  that 
General  Gourgaud  received  your  inquiries  after  General  Buo- 
naparte's health  induced  Mr.  Goulburn  to  make  more  partic- 
ular inquiries  on  this  subject  at  his  first  interview  with  Gen- 
eral Gourgaud,  and  the  determination  which  General  Buona- 
parte has  shown  not  to  admit  the  visit  of  any  medical  per- 
son on  whose  ability  and  integrity  a  reliance  would  be  placed, 
or,  indeed,  to  be  seen  by  any  English,  except  Mr.  O'Meara, 
at  the  times  when  his  health  was  stated  to  be  most  aflected, 
strongly  confirm  the  truth  of  General  Gourgaud's  intelli- 
gence. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  examine  whether  Mr.  O'Meara  has 
been  induced  to  give  these  fallacious  reports  from  professional 
ignorance,  or  from  a  blind  devotion  to  the  wishes  of  General 
Buonaparte.  I  am  however  disposed  to  attribute  it  to  the 
latter  motive,  more  especially  as  the  positive  refusal  of  Gen- 
eral Gourgaud  to  acquit  him  of  being  privy  to  that  clandestine 
correspondence  which  has  for  so  long  been  carried  on  between 
Longwood  and  Europe  (although  he  at  the  same  time  dis- 
tinctly acquitted  him  of  all  knowledge  of  certain  other  crim- 
inal transactions)  gives  me  too  much  reason  to  believe  that, 
as  far  as  relates  to  correspondence,  Mr.  O'Meara,  if  he  has  not 
been  entii-ely  employed  by  General  Buonaparte,  has  at  least 
readily  connived  at  this  breach  of  the  existing  regulations. 
He  is,  at  any  rate,  unfit  to  continue  near  the  person  of  Gen- 
eral Buonaparte,  and  I  have  therefore  no  longer  that  repug- 
nance which  you-know  I  have  hitherto  felt  to  resist  his  being 
withdrawn  from  his  attendance  on  General  Buonaparte,  and 
Vol.  II.— a  a 


554  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  132. 

interdicted  all  further  interview  with  the  inhabitants  of  Long- 
wood.  Admiral  Plampin  will  receive  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions as  to  Mr.  O'Meara's  future  destination. 

On  the  removal  of  Mr.  O'Meara  you  will  direct  Dr.  Baxter 
to  give  his  medical  attendance  to  General  Buonaparte  when- 
ever it  may  be  required,  and  will  particularly  instruct  him 
oir  all  occasions  to  consider  the  health  of  General  Buonaparte  ; 
you  will  not  fail  to  acquaint  him  at  the  same  time  that,  should 
he  have  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  Dr.  Baxter's  medical 
attendance,  or  should  prefer  that  of  any  other  professional 
man  on  the  island,  you  are  perfectly  prepared  to  acquiesce  in 
his  wish  on  the  subject,  and  to  permit  the  attendance  of  any 
medical  practitioner  selected  by  him,  provided  that  he  con- 
form strictly  to  the  regulations  in  Ibrcc. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  you  can  not  better  fulfill  the  wishes 
of  his  Majesty's  Government  than  by  giving  eflect  to  any 
measure  which  you  may  consider  calculated  to  prevent  any 
just  ground  of  dissatisfirction  on  the  part  of  General  Buona- 
parte on  account  of  any  real  or  supposed  inadequacy  of  medi- 
cal attendance. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  132. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  May  18,  1818. 

My  dear  Sir — My  private  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  will 
have  explained  to  you  what  induced  me  to  withhold  my  con- 
sent to  your  proposition  that  Mr.  O'Meara  should  be  removed 
from  Longwood.  The  information,  however,  given  by  General 
Gourgaud  has  altered  the  case,  and  I  have  now  no  longer  any 
difficulty  in  giving  you  the  instruction  to  withdraw  him  from  a 
situation  for  which  he  has  shown  himself  so  unfit.  I  do  not 
think  you  will  be  authorized  in  seizing  his  papers,  but  you 
may,  if  you  think  proper,  send  for  him,  and  announce  to  him 
the  purport  of  my  instruction,  and,  having  done  so,  you  may 
forbid  him  seeing  either  General  Buonaparte  or  any  of  Gen- 
eral Buonaparte's  followers,  except  in  the  presence  of  a  Brit- 
ish officer  ;  and  you  may  forbid  him  returning  to  Longwood 
after  he  has  once  gone  back  and  left  it. 

I  hope  my  dispatch  respecting  Rosemary  Hall  may  reach 
you  before  you  have  completed  the  purchase.  General  Gour- 
gaud considers  Longwood  as  the  situation  th^  best  adapted  for 
"surveillance;"  and  the  restrictions  which  you  will  feel  your- 
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self  authorized  to  impose  upon  General  Buonaparte's  follow- 
ers will,  I  trust,  obviate  the  objections  which  it  appears  you 
had  begun  to  entertain  against  it.  As  General  I5uonaparte 
will  not  avail  himself  of  the  liberties  he  has,  he  may  be  safely 
left  in  full  possession  of  them ;  and,  indeed,  in  his  situation 
he  will  not  have  so  much  facility  of  abusing  them.  It  is  the 
followers  of  Buonaparte  through  whom  all  the  clandestine  cor- 
respondence is  carried  on,  and  there  is  nothing  in  their  char- 
acters or  situations  which  requires  you  to  show  the  same  in- 
dulgence toward  them,  or  need  deter  you  from  imposing  any 
restriction  which  is  necessary  ;  I  am  sure  you  will  have  no 
inclination  to  do  more. 

We  must  expect  that  the  removal  of  Mr.  O'Meara  will  occa- 
sion a  great  sensation,  and  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  give  a 
bad  impression  on  the  subject.  You  had  better  let  the  sub- 
stance of  my  instruction  be  generally  known  as  soon  as  you 
have  executed  it,  that  it  may  not  be  represented  that  Mr. 
O'Meara  has  been  removed  in  consequence  of  any  quarrel 
with  you,  but  in  consequence  of  the  information  furnished  by 
General  Gourgaud  in  England  respecting  his  conduct. 
I  am  yours,  very  s  ncerely, 

Bathurst. 


No.  133 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lot,\T3,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  May  23,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir — Lord  Bathurst  is  apprehensive  that  he  has 
not  explained  to  you  with  sufficient  precision  one  point  con- 
nected with  the  additional  restrictions  which  he  has  authorized 
you  to  impose  upon  the  followers  and  servants  of  General  Buo- 
naparte, and  has  therefore  directed  me  to  state  that,  his  object 
being  not  to  impose  any  further  restraints  upon  General  Buo- 
naparte himself,  but  to  restrict  the  intercourse  carried  on  with 
tlie  inhabitants  of  St.  Helena  by  his  followers  and  servants, 
he  is  desirous  that  you  should  not  enforce  any  restrictions 
against  them  when  in  company  with  General  Buonaparte 
which  may  be  made  by  him  a  ground  for  refusing  to  take  ex- 
ercise, or  which  may  be  justly  represented  by  him  as  dimin- 
ishing the  degree  of  liberty  in  this  respect  which  he  at  pres- 
ent enjoys.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Henry  Goulburn. 
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No.  134. 
To  Major  Gorrequer. 

LoNGwooD,  July  10,  1818. 
Sir — The  progress  of  hepatitis,  with  which  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte has  been  affected  for  some  months,  having  increased  in 
a  manner  alarming  to  me,  I  commenced  administering  mer- 
curial preparations  to  him  on  the  11th  of  June  last,  which 
were  continued  until  the  29th,  when,  in  consequence  of  effects 
produced  hy  the  humidity  of  the  season, •  and  also  perceiving 
that  nervous  irritability  was  pi'oduced  by  the  use  of  it,  I 
judged  it  proper  to  discontiime  the  remedy  ;  but  having,  on 
the  2d  of  July,  observed  that  the  above-mentioned  appear- 
ances were  ameliorated,  I  commenced  mercurials  anew,  which 
produced  a  considerable  degree  of  nei-vous  agitation,  and  last 
night  especially  he  was  very  ill.  This  morning  I  was  called 
at  half  past  five  by  his  valet-de-chambre  to  see  him.  Finding 
him  in  an  alarming  state,  I  explained  to  him  as  forcibly  as  I 
could  the  necessity  of  calling  a  consultation,  and  proposed  to 
send  for  the  two  first  medical  persons  in  the  island,  viz.  Mr. 
Baxter  and  Mr.  Stokoe.  He  manifested  a  repugnance  to  call  in 
Mr.  Baxter,  but  he  at  last  authorized  me  to  send  for  Mr.  Sto- 
koe, for  which  purpose  I  wrote  him  a  letter  on  the  spot,  and 
awoke  Captain  Blakeney  in  order  to  have  it  sent  and  to  pro- 
cure him  a  pass.  Since  that  time  I  have  seen  him  three 
times,  and  have  found  considerable  debility  to  prevail.  Mr. 
Stokoe  came  up  about  three  o'clock,  not  with  a  view  of  enter- 
ing into  a  consultation,  or  seeing  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  but  to 
excuse  himself  upon  the  plea  of  the  responsibility  being  too 
great,  and  not  wishing  to  run  the  risk  of  getting  himself  into 
any  scrapes.  He  had  also  some  conversation  with  Count  Ber- 
trand.  My  chief  reason  for  calling  on  Mr.  Stokoe  was  to  ob- 
tain his  opinion  relative  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
mercurial  treatment.  I  am  not  apprehensive  of  any  imme- 
diate danger  of  his  life,  and  the  question  hung  upon  the  treat- 
ment it  was  advisable  to  pursue,  on  one  side  to  guard  against 
the  deleterious  effects  of  the  renredy  upon  the  delicacy  of  his 
organs,  and,  on  the  other,  the  necessity  there  was  of  adminis- 
tering it  in  a  manner  so  as  to  effectually  eradicate  the  dis- 
ease. I  must  beg  therefore  to  remain  at  Longwood,  to-mor- 
row, and,  indeed,  not  to  leave  it  until  he  recovers  from  effects 

'  In  his  Journal  of  the  27th  of  June  {Voice,  vol.  ii.  p.  412)  O'Meara 
attributes  Bonaparte's  illness  not  to  the  "humidity  of  the  scasov"  but 
to  the  extreme  "  humidity  of  his  rooms  !" 
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caused  chiefly  by  debility  and  the  administration  of  the  mer- 
cury necessary  for  the  cure  of  the  complaint.  I  beg  of  you  to 
submit  the  above  for  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  and  remain,     Yours,  &c. 

Barry  E,  O'Meara. 


No.   135. 
To  Lieut. -General  Count  Montholon. 

Plant .\TioN  House,  July  12,  1818, 
Sir — Having  understood,  by  a  report  received  from  Mr. 
O'Meara,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  serious  indisposition  with 
which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  affected  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th  instant,  he  had  acceded  to  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  O'Meara 
for  calling  in  other  medical  advice,  and,  although  then  un- 
willing to  receive  Mr.  Baxter,  had  consented  to  see  Mr.  Stokoe, 
surgeon  of  H.M.S.  Conqueror,  but  that  Mr.  Stokoe,  for  reasons 
which  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  inform  myself  of,  except 
in  a  general  manner  fronr  Mr.  O'Meara,  had  declined  entering 
into  consultation  with  him  on  the  occasion,  I  feel  myself  im- 
pelled to  intrude  upon  you  with  these  lines,  both  as  a  matter 
of  duty,  and  as  arising  from  an  earnest  and  sincere  desire  to 
contribute  every  possible  means  in  my  power  for  affording 
relief,  to  again  offer  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Baxter,  or  of  any 
other  medical  person  in  this  island  whoso  opinion  there  may 
be  a  disposition  to  consult.  I  feel  the  loss  hesitation  in  making 
this  offer  as  Mr.  O'Meara,  though  he  has  not  had  recourse  to 
what  is  considered  as  the  first  medical  advice  in  this  island, 
viz.  that  of  Mr.  Baxter  or  Dr.  Kay,  has  asked  the  opinion  of 
another  medical  person,  who  has  been  in  frequent  attendance 
on  the  families  at  Longwood,  viz.  Mr.  Livingstone,  and  as  the 
complaint  with  which  he  had  stated  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to 
be  affected  is,  I  understand,  of  a  nature  where  any  delay  in 
having  recourse  to  the  best  medical  advice  which  can  be  ob- 
tained may  be  attended  with  very  serious  consequences.  In 
taking  the  liberty  of  submitting  a  selection  from  among  dif- 
ferent persons  I  would  not  wish,  however,  to  be  considered  as 
holding  any  balance  of  opinion  in  my  own  mind,  for,  sotting 
apart  any  pretension  arising  from  the  superior  professional 
rank  be  holds,  I  strongly  recommend  Mr.  Baxter  for  his  pro- 
fessional skill,  and  for  the  strength  and  decision  of  his  judg- 
ment, in  any  case  of  doubt  or  difficulty,  persuaded  his  advico 
is  that  which  would  give  the  most  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  H.  Lowe. 
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No.    136. 
To  Admiral  Plampin. 

H.M.S.  Conqueror, 
St.  Helena,  July  13,  1818. 
Sir — His  Excellency  the  Governor  having  done  me  the 
honor  to  show  me  Mr.  O'Meara's  letter,  wherein  he  states  my 
objections  to  visit  General  Bonaparte,  and  finding  his  state- 
ment not  sufficiently  explanatory  of  my  motives,  I  beg  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  his  Excellency  those 
I  made  to  you  when  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  com- 
mands to  proceed  to  Longwood,  viz.,  to  visit  him  alone  would 
place  me  iii  an  extremely  delicate  situation,  and  would  attach 
a  degree  of  responsibility  which  I  was  unwilling  to  take  upon 
myself,  but  that  I  should  be  happy  to  share  it  with  any  other 
medical  man  who  might  be  permitted  to  see  him. 

I  have,  &c.  John  Stokoe,  Surgeon. 


No.    137. 

A  Monsieur  le  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson   Lowe. 

Longwood,  Juillct  20,  1818. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Aujourd'hui  sent  arrives  a 
Longwood  Monsieur  le  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyster  et  Monsieur 
Jackson  pour  faire  les  fonotions  d'officier  d'ordonnance.  Nous 
n'avons  eu  jusqu'a  cette  heure  qu'un  officier  d'ordonnance  ; 
c'est  une  nouveaute  fort  desagreable  que  d'en  avoir  deux. 
Nous  avons  reconnu  aveo  surprise  que  le  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Lyster  est  le  meme  qui  a  commande  a  Ajaccio,  ville  ou  est 
situee  la  maison  paternelle  de  I'Empereur.  II  a  des  raisons 
pour  le  considerer  comme  un  ennemi  personnel.  H  a  en  con- 
sequence refuse  de  la  recevoir  pendant  trois  ans  qu'il  est  dans 
ce  pays.  J'ai  fait  connaitre  par  son  ordre  cette  circonstance 
a  cette  officier  en  I'engageant  a  suspendre  sa  prise  de  pos- 
session, parce  qu'il  ne  pourrait  faire  ici  qu'un  mauvais  service. 
Jusqu'a  cette  heure  I'officier  d'ordonnance  a  ete  un  Capitaine 
bien  fame  du  regiment.  Lorsque  le  53me  est  parti,  vous  avez 
remplacc  Ic  Capitaine  Poppleton  par  le  Capitaine  Blakeney, 
qui  jouissait  d'unc  excellente  reputation.  Je  vous  pric.  Mon- 
sieur, si  vous  ne  voulez  pas  encore  empirer  beaucoup  la  posi- 
tion des  choses,  de  faire  un  choix  egalement  honorable  dans  le 
regiment  qui  est  ici  en  garnison.  Vous  connaissez  I'etat  fa- 
cheux  de  saute  ou  s'est  trouve  ce  Prince  lans  les  mois  de  Mars 
et  d'Avril.  H  a  sorti  quelquefois  a  trente  pas  de  sa  maison 
pour  s'asseoir  sur  le  banc  que  vous  avez  envoyc.  II  y  restait 
une  heure,  respirait  le  plein  air.     Cela  lui  faisait  du  bien. 
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Vous  avez  ordonne  au  jardinier  soldat  du  66me  d'arreter  qui 
lui  conviendrait  sous  les  fonetres  meme  de  I'Bmpereur,  ce  qu'il 
a  fait.  De  domestique  vous  I'avez  ainsi  converti  en  agent 
d' execution ;  cela  avait  plus  d'inconvenient  encore  que  de  met- 
tre  des  sentinelles  sous  ses  fenetres.  Depuis  ce  temps,  c'est  a 
dire  depuis  cent  jours,  il  n'est  plus  sorti  de  ses  murs,  et  n'a 
plus  mis  la  tete  a  la  fenetre.  Comme  le  medecin  insiste  tous 
les  jours  pour  qu'il  respire  au  moins  une  heure  par  jour  I'air 
libre  pndant  les  bons  intervalles  de  sa  maladie,  je  vous  prie. 
Monsieur,  d'oter  ce  soldat  jardinier  et  de  le  remplacer  par  un 
jardinier  qui  n'ait  aucune  autre  ibnction  que  sa  fonction  do- 
mestique. Le  sergeiit  d'ouvrier  parait  ctre  investe  du  meme 
pouvoir.  Je  vous  prie,  Monsieur,  de  le  remplacer  ou  de  lui 
defendre  de  s'occupev  de  rien  autre  chose  que  de  ses  fonctions 
d'ouvrier.  Aujourd'hui  le  choix  de  I'officier  d'ordonnance  sera 
une  raison  de  plus  qui  empechera  ce  Prince  de  sortir,  et  dans 
ceci,  comme  dans  toute  autre  chose,  je  reclame  a  qui  existait 
avant  toutes  ces  innovations. 

J'ai  1  honneur  d'etre,  &o.  Le  Comte  Bertrand. 


No.  138. 
To  Lieut. -Geneual  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  July  21,  1818. 
Sir — I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Prince  Regent 
your  several  dispatches,  to  No.  135  inclusive.  The  only  point 
upon  which  I  deem  it  necessary  to  give  you  any  particular 
instructions  is,  with  respect  to  the  more  frequent  intercourse 
which  has  latterl)''  taken  place  between  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Allied  Powers  resident  at  St.  Helena,  and  the  attendants 
of  General  Buonaparte.  It  is  impossible  to  read  the  corre- 
spondence which  you  have  transmitted,  without  observing  that 
the  effect  of  that  more  frequent  communication  between  the 
Commissioners  and  Longwood  has  been  to  excite  in  the  breast 
of  General  Buonaparte  and  his  followers  a  greater  disposition 
to  resist  your  authority  and  to  subject  you  to  insult.  It  ap- 
pears evident  that  they  have  misconstrued  the  desire  which 
the  Commissioners  have  naturally,  although  somewhat  indis- 
creetly, evinced,  to  partake  of  their  society,  into  an  approba- 
tion of  their  conduct  toward  you  ;  and,  thinking  that  they 
mifht  rely  upon  the  Commissioners'  protection,  have  at  once 
sivon  a  freer  scope  to  their  insolence  and  falsehood,  and  a 
more  determined  opposition  to  your  proper  authority.  Inde- 
pendent of  what  is  due  to  you  as  Governor,  it  is  for  the  in- 
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terest  of  G-eneral  Buonaparte  that  this  conduct  on  the  part  of 
his  attendants  should  not  pass  without  observation,  as,  if  con- 
tinued, it  would  necessarily  lead  to  their  removal.  I  am  far 
from  imputing  to  the  Commissioners,  individually  or  collect- 
ively, the  least  intention  of  encouraging  this  disposition  on  the 
part  of  Generals  Bertrand  and  Montholon,  and  give  entire 
credit  to  the  representations  which  they  have  from  time  to 
time  given  you  of  the  real  character  of  this  intercourse  ;  but  1 
know  that  Generals  Bertrand  and  Montholon  give  a  very  dif- 
ferent report  of  what  passes  on  those  occasions;  and  the  eflect 
of  this  imrestrained  intercourse  with  those  persons  has  evi- 
dently been  to  excite  in  them  a  belief  that  their  disrespect 
toward  you  is  not  disapproved  by  the  Commissioners.  Hav- 
ing seen  the  instructions  given  to  the  Russian  Commissioner, 
and  having  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  instructions  given  to 
the  two  other  Commissioners  are  less  favorable  to  the  con- 
sideration due  to  your  authority,  I  certainly  had  hoped  that 
your  intimations  and  representations  on  this  subject  would 
have  been  more  attended  to  ;  and  1  still  flatter  myself  that  it 
will  not  be  necessary  for  you  to  act  upon  this  instruction  ;  but 
if  unfortunately  you  should  not  receive  satisfactory  assurances 
from  the  Commissioners,  you  will  in  that  case  acquaint  them 
that  the  Prince  Regent  has  deemed  it  necessary  to  place  their 
intercourse  with  Longwood,  as  private  individuals,  under  re- 
strictions similar  to  those  which  exist  with  respect  to  others  ; 
and  in  announcing  to  them  that  they  will  in  future  enjoy  no 
greater  liberty  in  this  respect  than  is  allowed  generally  to 
British  military  officers,  you  will  explain  to  them  the  grounds 
upon  which  His  Royal  Highness  has  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  adopt  this  determination.  You  will,  however,  in 
that  case,  distinctly  understand  and  explain  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  the  instruction  which  I  am  now  conveying  to 
you  applies  only  to  the  Commissioners  in  their  private  capac- 
ity ;  and  that  if  at  any  time  General  Buonaparte  shall  consent 
to  receive  them  as  Commissioners  of  the  Allied  Powers,  under 
the  treaty  of  the  2d  of  August,  1815,  you  will  not  oppose  any 
obstacle  to  their  visiting  Longwood  for  the  purpose  of  being 
presented  by  yo\i  as  such  to  General  Buonaparte. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  139. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  July  27,  1818. 
My  Lord — T  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
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Captain  Blakeney,  the  orderly  officer  at  Longwood,  having 
completed  the  term  of  a  year  on  that  duty,  applied  to  me  to 
be  relieved  from  it.  Although  unwilling  to  dispense  with 
his  services,  I  could  not  refuse  his  application,  and  it  became 
therefore  necessary  for  me  to  look  out  for  a  successor.  The 
greater  number  of  the  captains  of  the  66th  Regiment  were 
married  men,  and  had  famihes ;  and  those  who  were  not  so 
were  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  French  language  to 
offer  an  advantageous  selection.  The  sending  an  officer  of 
my  own  staff  would,  I  knew,  have  been  only  treated  as  an 
outrage  ;  my  thoughts  turned,  therefore,  on  a  person  who  I 
conceived  was  one  of  the  last  on  the  island  against  whom 
any  plausible  ground  of  objection  could  be  formed — Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lyster,  Inspector  of  the  Island  Militia. 

In  order  to  relieve  him,  however,  from  a  part  of  his  duty, 
I  resolved  to  place  near  him  Lieutenant  Jackson,  of  the  Royal 
Staff  Corps,  whom  I  knew  to  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
residents  at  Longwood,  to  attend  upon  them  when  beyond 
their  limits ;  following  in  this  respect  a  course  which  had 
been  before  pursued  during  the  time  Major  Poppleton  was 
orderly  officer,  when  he  was  assisted  in  such  duty  by  an 
officer  of  dragoons.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyster  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  French  and  Italian,  the  languages  spoken 
at  Longwood ;  a  man  of  the  best  temper,  the  kindest  and 
most  inoffensive  of  dispositions.  He  had  no  predilection  for 
the  situation  when  I  offered  it  to  him,  and  only  accepted  it 
because  he  hoped  to  render  service  in  it ;  resolved  to  spare 
no  pains  whatever  by  which  he  might  add  to  the  comforts  of 
the  detained  persons  and  their  families,  and  conciliate  the 
execution  of  his  duties  with  all  possible  regard  to  their  feel- 
ings. No  other  form  was  requisite  on  my  part  than  that  of 
acquainting  them  of  Captain  Blakeney's  departure,  and  of 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Lyster's  appointment ;  but  I  thought  it 
right  to  give  a  few  days'  previous  notice,  in  order  that  if  there 
was  any  objection  it  might  be  made  known  to  me.  I  there- 
fore wrote  a  note  on  the  16th  of  July  to  Count  Bertrand,  of 
which  copy  is  inclosed,  and  on  the  next  day  received  an 
acknowledgment  for  it.  Four  days  elapsed  before  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lyster  went  to  Longwood  to  relieve  Captain 
Blakeney,  and  during  this  time  no  shadow  of  objection  ap- 
peared likely  to  arise  against  him  ;  on  the  contrary,  Count 
Bortrand  sent  for  Lieutenant  Jackson,  and,  as  if  already  con- 
sidered to  be  assisting  the  orderly  officer  in  his  duties,  asked 
him  to  carry  a  message  to  me,  which  strictly  ought  not  to  have 
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been  sent  but  through  Captain  Blakeney.  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Lyster's  arrival  at  Longwood  was  followed,  however,  by  the 
most  distinct  hostility.  I  had  hardly  received  the  report  of 
his  arrival  there,  and  of  his  first  visit  to  Count  Bertrand  (of 
which  copies  accompany),  before  a  letter  was  forwarded  to 
me  from  Count  Bertrand,  with  another  from  Colonel  Lyster, 
of  which  copies  are  also  transmitted.  I  sent  an  answer  to 
Count  Bertrand's  letter  the  next  morning.  The  following 
day  I  received  a  report  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyster,  stat- 
ing the  refu.sal  of  Mr.  O'Meara  to  give  him  the  simple  inform- 
ation if  he  had  seen  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  at  the  same 
time  declining  to  answer  as  to  the  state  of  his  health,  although 
a  few  days  before  he  had  stated  it  to  me,  as  a  reason  why  he 
did  not  give  the  orderly  ofEcer  information,  that  he  did  not 
ask  it  of  him.  The  same  day  brought  me  another  letter  from 
Count  Bertrand,  which  I  resolved  to  send  back  to  him,  with 
such  remarks  as  the  false  assertions  it  contained  appeared  to 
me  to  call  for.  At  the  time  this  letter  was  sent  to  me,  Mr. 
O'Meara  was  equally  active  as  Count  Bertrand  in  his  hostili- 
ty against  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lyster  ;  for  the  following  morn- 
ing, the  23d,  I  received  a  report,  with  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence that  had  passed  between  them,  to  which  reference  will 
be  hereafter  made.  I  had  already,  pursuant  to  your  Lord- 
ship's instruction,  determined  on  Mr.  O'Meara's  removal  from 
this  island,  and  wanted  not  this  fresh  motive  to  hasten  his 
departure  ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  2oth  instant  from  other 
business  intervening,  I  was  enabled  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangement,  and  fix  the  time  of  his  removal.  I  was  just 
on  the  point  of  sending  my  orders  for  this  purpose,  when  I 
received  a  letter  from  Count  Bertrand,  of  which  copy  accom- 
panies. Your  Lordship  will  judge  how  extremely  disconcert- 
ed I  must  have  been  at  the  contretemps  produced  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lyster's  personal  quarrel  with  Count  Bertrand. 
I  had  shown  to  him,  it  is  true,  what  the  Count  had  said  in  his 
letter  with  respect  to  him,  because  I  saw  no  motive  for  con- 
cealing what  was  said  from  any  officer  employed  on  so  deli- 
cate a  duty  as  that  Colonel  Lyster  had  to  execute,  conceiving 
that  whatever  irritation  might  have  been  felt  would  have  been 
controlled  at  least  during  the  time  he  anight  continue  in  at- 
tendance on  duty  at  Longwood.  I  did  not,  however,  perhaps, 
sufficiently  calculate  on  the  feelings  of  an  officer  whose  char- 
acter through  life  had  passed  without  reproach,  and  who 
was  wholly  unused  to  the  style  of  language  by  which  the 
persons  at  Longwood  have  made  it  their  invariable  endeavor 
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to  irritate  and  to  provoke.  The  step  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lys- 
terliad  taken,  of  challenging-  Count  BertanJ,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  spoke  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself  however 
great  the  provocation  might  have  been,  and  whatever  allow- 
ance I  might  be  inclined  to  make  for  the  feelings  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lyster,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  appprove  ; 
nor  could  I  suffer  it  even  to  remain  as  a  matter  of  the  least 
doubt  or  suspicion  that  my  decided  interposition  would  not 
be  immediately  used  for  the  protection,  not  only  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  himself  but  for  that  of  any  person  who  was  under 
detention  with  him,  from  any  act  of  personal  violence  or  hos- 
tility in  the  circle  of  his  own  residence,  which  I  considered  as 
much  a  place  for  his  protection  as  for  his  security,  beyond 
which  he  had  no  other  asylum  to  look  ibr.  I  had  used 
means  of  interference  even  to  prevent  his  peace  being  dis- 
turbed by  a  quarrel  among  his  own  followers  ;  I  therefore 
addressed  an  immediate  reply  to  Count  Bertrand,  of  which 
copy  is  annexed,  returning  at  the  same  time  his  letter  of  the 
22nd  instant,  with  my  remarks  upon  it.  I  was  directly  after- 
ward waited  upon  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Lyster  himself,  who  I  found 
had  addressed  a  second  letter  to  Count  Bertrand,  who  had  not 
however  judged  it  expedient  to  forward  it  to  me.  It  appears 
likely  he  had  not  thought  proper  to  send  Lieut. -Colonel  Lys- 
ter's  first  letter  until  he  had  received  the  second,  which  must 
have  rendered  him  naturally  apprehensive  of  some  still  more 
unpleasant  consequence  than  what  the  first  letter  had  threat- 
ened to  produce ;  but  the  steps  I  had  taken  for  Lieut.-Colonel 
Lyster's  removal,  prevented  of  course  any  thing  whatever 
occurring  between  them.  I  did  not  fail  to  express  to  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Lyster  my  displeasure  at  his  having  had  recourse  to 
such  a  violent  measure,  particularly  while  on  duty  at  Longwood, 
as  also  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  referred  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  himself  1  signified  to  him  at  the  same  time  that 
he  was  not  to  return  to  Longwood,  and  I  again  sent  Captain 
Blakeney  thither.  I  have  since  received  a  letter  from  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Lyster,  in  explanation  of  his  conduct,  which,  with 
the  inclosures  referred  to  in  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
for  your  Lordship's  more  full  information. 

1  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  140. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.  G. 

St.  Helena,  July  30,  1818. 
My  Lord I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Lord- 
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ship  a  memorandum  which  has  been  furnished  to  me  by 
Lieutenant  Jackson,  of  a  conversation  which  occurred  between 
Count  Montholon,  Dr.  VerJiiig,  and  himself  this  day.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  altogether  of  a  very  remarkable  nature,  certainly 
seeming  to  imply  some  change  in  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  dis- 
position, particularly  as  to  the  point  of  contenting  himself 
with  other  medical  advice  than  that  of  Mr.  O'Meara,  even 
should  a  French  or  Italian  surgeon  not  arrive  here.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  take  some  steps  upon  this  matter  immediately 
after  Mr.  O'Meara's  removal. 

"With  respect  to  what  Count  Montholon  observed  about  my 
having  committed  myself  in  a  moment  of  anger,  1  can  with 
confidence  appeal  to  Admiral  Plampin,  Brigadier-General  Sir 
George  Bingham,  and  every  officer  of  my  staff,  that  there  was 
nothing  of  momentary  anger  in  the  deliberation  that  was  taken 
on  the  subject  of  Mr.  0"Meara's  removal,  but  that  it  was  de- 
cided on  two  days  before  it  took  place,  viz.  the  23d  July,  upon 
grounds  which  appeared  to  all  who  were  spoken  to  on  the 
subject  of  a  nature  to  render  any  delay  inexpedient,  if  not 
improper  ;  in  fact,  I  believe  to  have  had  more  doubts  myself 
than  any  other  person.  With  regard  to  removing  Mr.  O'Meara 
a  month  sooner  or  a  month  later,  there  has  been  no  period  for 
some  time  past,  that  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health 
had  been  spoken  of  so  favorably  as  the  last  time  I  addressed 
Mr.  O'Meara  on  the  subject.  His  replies  indicated  an  altera- 
tion for  the  better,  though  not  a  permanent  one. 

I  had  no  other  authority  than  Mr.  O'Meara's  that  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  was  taking  any  medicine  ;  and  at  a  moment  when 
Mr.  O'Meara's  removal  was  looked  for,  and  particularly  when 
(as  there  is  reason  to  suppose  by  his  having  thought  fit  to  re- 
move part  of  his  baggage)  he  had  himself  received  some  in- 
timation on  the  subject  from  England,  it  is  not  likely  that  such 
a  ground  for  not  immediately  removing  him  as  that  of  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  requiring  medicine  in  some  form  or  for  some 
complaint  or  other  would  ever  have  been  wanting. 

The  refusal,  however,  of  Mr.  O'Meara  to  deliver  up  his 
medical  journal,  and  his  ready  connivance  with  the  views  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  prevent  me  from  satisfying  myself, 
through  any  person  of  my  own  confidence,  of  the  actual  state 
of  his  health,  and  the  exclusion  thereby  of  every  means  by 
which  legal  or  well-authenticated  proof  could  be  obtained  to 
justify  me,  supposing  any  consequence  to  result  from  my 
placing  too  implicit  a  reliance  on  Mr.  O'Meara's  statements, 
he  withholding  at  the  same  time  the  only  document  in  his 
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possession  which  could  give  any  real  weight  to  them,  will,  I 
feel  assured,  exonerate  me  from  that  hlame  which  Count 
Montholon  has  conceived  I  shall  be  exposed  to,  even  if  my 
proceedings  had  not  been  based  on  your  Lordship's  instruction 
to  me. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Count  Montholon  does  not  attempt  to 
dispute  the  propriety  of  my  removing  Mr.  O'Meara.  His 
argument  only  applies  to  the  moment  of  it.  In  fact,  my  letter 
of  the  26th  instant,  where  I  say,  if  Mr.  O'Meara's  medical  at- 
tendance is  so  desirable,  it  is  to  be  lamented  he  did  not  com- 
bine it  with  more  respect  and  obedience  1o  the  regulations  of  his 
Government  in  other  points,  and  that  his  last  act  was  a  breach 
of  order  and  disavowal  of  authority,  remains  without  reply. 

With  respect  to  what  Count  Montholon  said  on  the  subject 
of  restrictions,  I  shall  consider  what  can  be  done,  but  I  fear 
this  is  a  point  upon  which  considerable  difficulty  may  present 
itself;  none,  however,  which  there  shall  be  any  want  of  a  real 
endeavor  on  my  part  to  remove,  where  it  can  he  done  consist- 
ent with  the  priiriary  object  of  my  duty. 

I  have  the  honor,  &o.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  141. 

A  Monsieur  le  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lo^vE. 

LoNGwooD,  JuilUt  24,  1818. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — J'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  en- 
voyer  une  lettre  que  je  refois.'  Le  vieillard  me  parait  en 
demence.  II  ne  pent  avoir  connaissanoe  de  ma  correspond- 
ance  ofScielle  que  par  vos  ordres.  Je  ne  lui  reponds  ni  ne  lui 
repondrai.  II  n'est  qu'un  mandataire,  et  si  son  principal  offi- 
cier  general  veut  me  demander  raison  je  suis  pret  a  lui  faire 
honneur.     J'ai  I'honneur,  &c. 

Le  Comte  Berteand. 


No.  142. 
A  Monsieur  le  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  JuilleC  26,  1818. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Le  Docteur  O'Meara  a  quitte 

hier  Longwood,  force  de  laisser  son  malade  au  milieu  du  traite- 

ment  qu'il  dirigeait.     Ce  matin   ce  traitement  a  cesse — ce 

matin  un  grand  crime  a  commence  d'avoir  execution.     Les 

'  The  letter  here  alluded  to  was  that  from  Colonel  Lyster,  containing 
a  challenge  to  Count  Bertrand.     Vide  vol.  1.  pp.  578-580. 
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lettres  de  Monsieur  le  Comte  Bertrand  des  13,  24,  26,  et  27 
Avril  dernier  ne  laissent  rien  a  dire.  L'Empercur  ne  reoevra 
jamais  d' autre  medecin  que  le  Sieur  O'Meara,  parcequ'il  est 
le  sien,  ou  celui  qui  lui  serait  envoye  d'Europe  conformcment 
a  la  lettre  ci-dessus  citee  du  13  Avril.  J'ai  communique  la 
lettre  que  vous  m'avez  ecrite  hier  ;  ce  que  j'ai  I'honneur  de 
vous  ecrire  est  la  substance  de  la  rcponse  qu'on  m'a  charge 
de  vous  transmettre. 

Le  General  Comte  de  Montholoh. 


No.  143. 
A  Monsieue.  le  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

LoNGwooD,  Juillct  26,  1818. 
Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — Je  refois  a  I'instant  la  lettre  que 
vous  m'avez  fait  I'homieur  de  m'ecrire  ce  soir.  Je  ne  pourrai 
pas  la  montrer  a  I'Empereur  avant  demain  midi,  car  il  a  ete 
fort  mal  aujourd'hui.  En  la  traduisant  je  m'aperfois  d'une 
erreur  ou  vous  etes ;  vous  induisez  de  ce  qu'il  a  fait  appeler 
le  Docteur  Stokoe  en  consultation  qu'il  pourrait  recevoir  ses 
services  comme  medecin  ordinaire  :  j'ai  I'honneur  de  vous 
donner  I'assurance,  malheureusement  trop  positive,  que  meme 
au  rale  de  la  mort  il  ne  recevra  d'aide,  ne  prendra  deremedes, 
que  de  son  propre  medecin  le  Sieur  O'Meara,  et  si  on  Ten 
prive  il  n'en  recevra  de  personne,  et  se  tiendra  pour  etre  as- 
sassine  par  vous.     J'ai  I'honneur,  &c. 

Le  General  Comte  de  Montholon. 


No.  144. 

To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  August  10,  1818. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  by  the  Cardinal  Gonsalvi,  relative  to  an  ap- 
plication made  by  Cardinal  Fesch  to  the  Prince  Regent  for 
permission  to  procure  and  send  to  St.  Helena  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic priest  to  attend  on  General  Buonaparte.  I  am  to  acquaint 
you  that  his  Royal  Highness  sees  no  reason  to  withhold  his 
assent  to  this  application  on  behalf  of  General  Buonaparte. 
You  will,  therefore,  take  an  early  opportunity  of  communica- 
ting to  General  Bonaparte  that  Cardinal  Fesch  having  repre- 
sented to  the  Pope  the  desire  of  General  Buonaparte  to  have  a 
priest  resident  at  Longwood  iir  whom  ho  may  confide,  the 
General  having  staled  himself  "  to  be  unavoidably  prevented 
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from  fulfilling  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  the  religion 
■which  he  professes,  and  deprived  of  the  essential  comforts 
which,  according  to  the  tenets  of  his  faith,  may  he  derived 
from  a  participation  of  the  Sacraments,"  the  Prince  Regent 
has  signified  his  consent  that  Cardinal  Fesch  shall,  agreeable 
to  the  wishes  of  General  Buonaparte,  select  a  priest  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  this  priest  will  have  permission  to  reside  at 
Longwood,  subject  to  such  conditions  as  it  may  be  necessary 
for  him  previously  to  subscribe. 

Observing  from  your  recent  dispatches  that  General  Buona- 
parte has  expressed  a  wish  to  have  a  French  surgeon  of  known 
reputation  attached  to  the  establishment  at  Longwood,  and  to 
be  provided  with  a  cook  in  whom  he  may  be  able  to  place 
confidence,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  same  opportunity  of 
making  the  wishes  of  General  Buonaparte  in  this  respect  known 
to  Cardinal  Fesch  ;  and,  although  it  appears  that  the  person 
who  recently  served  him  in  the  latter  capacity  was  suddenly 
i-emoved  by  the  General's  direction  (for  no  fault  or  any  inat- 
tention to  his  duty),  I  nevertheless  have  so  little  disposition  to 
interfere  with  any  arrangement  which  General  Buonaparte 
may  consider  necessary  to  his  comfort  or  safety,  that  I  have  left 
it  to  Cardinal  Fesch  to  select  persons  for  both  these  situations, 
who  will  proceed  to  St.  Helena  in  company  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  under  similar  engagements  as  to  the  restric- 
tion of  their  communication  and  intercourse  with  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  island. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  give  you  the  earliest  intimation  of  the 
names  of  the  individuals  selected  for  these  offices,  and  of  the 
probable  period  of  their  departure  from  this  country. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathhest. 


No.  145. 

To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Stkeet,  August  27,  1818. 
Sin. — It  appearing  by  a  letter  addressed  by  Messrs.  Baring 
to  General  Bertrand  on  the  13th  instant,  that  the  General  had 
it  in  contemplation  to  forward  to  them  the  necessary  power 
of  attorney  for  selling  out  that  considerable  sum  of  money 
which  is  vested  in  his  name  in  the  Navy  5  per  Cents.,  and 
of  which  he  is  in  the  regular  receipt  of  the  interest,  and  it 
beinff  on  every  account  most  unadvisable,  with  a  view  to  the 
security  of  General  Buonaparte,  that  any  of  his  attendants 
should  have  so  large  a  sum  at  their  immediale  disposal  in  the 
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island,  I  am  to  instruct  you  in  no  case  to  lend  your  assistance 
to  the  verification  of  General  Bertrand's  signature  attached 
to  such  an  instrument.  I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Bathukst. 


No.  146. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  September  29,  1818. 

My  Lord — Your  Lordship  will  peruse  with  feelings  of  no 
ordinary  disgust  the  details  of  the  accompanying  report,  dis- 
closing such  mean  and  unworthy  tricks  and  artifices  to  elude 
the  regulations  in  force  on  this  island,  to  establish  a  secret 
correspondence  with  Europe  for  pecuniary  and  other  concerns, 
and  to  raise  a  cabal  at  the  same  time  on  the  island  itself  in 
favor  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  as  it  could  have  been  hardly 
expected  would  have  been  at  once  brought  to  view. 

The  Marquis  de  Montchenu,  who  is  as  yet  uninformed  of 
what  has  been  done,  mentioned  to  me  two  days  since  that 
Mr.  O'Meara,  a  short  time  before  his  departure,  received  a 
letter  from  Lord  Melville  (I  repeat  what  the  Marquis  said, 
and  whom  I  immediately  set  right,  because  it  could  not  of 
course  have  been  Lord  Melville,  though  not  impossibly  one 
of  the  clerks  in  the  department),  saying  he  was  to  be  recalled 
from  his  situation  here ;  that  he  had  shown  this  letter  to  the 
persons  at  Longwood,  but  that  Napoleon  felt  too  secure  of  the 
effect  of  the  reports  of  his  illness  to  admit  the  idea  of  the  re- 
moval taking  place,  believing  neither  Government  nor  myself 
would  dare,  while  he  was  supposed  to  be  so  ill,  to  deprive 
him  of  Mr.  O'Meara's  assistance.  This  information  the  Mar- 
quis must  have  had  from  Count  Bal  main's  conversations. 
Such  a  material  point  being,  as  he  conceived,  gained.  Napol- 
eon appears  resolved  to  have  pushed  to  the  utmost  limit  the 
advantage  he  trusted  to  have  derived  from  it.  Hence  the 
vulgar  insolence  and  audacity  with  which  Mr.  O'Meara  was 
encouraged  to  act  toward  me,  by  which  he  hoped  to  shake 
in  some  degree  the  regard  due  to  authority  ;  the  cabals  sought 
to  be  formed  among  the  officers  of  the  66th  and  in  the  navy  ; 
the  pretensions  he  sought  to  establish  for  Mr.  O'Meara  in 
society  when  he  found  his  character  begin  to  droop  ;  and  all 
the  prospectus  [?]  which  is  displayed  in  the  correspondence 
annexed  to  the  report,  deeply  laid  but  illusory,  and  only 
proving  how  easily  Napoleon  himself  can  be  rendered  the 
dupe  of  ignorant  and  pretending  people,  and  to  what  meal) 


No.  146.  LETTERS  AND  DOCUMENTS.  569 

shifts  he  can  at  the  same  time  descend.  The  hlame,  how- 
ever, does  not  appear  to  originate  wholly  in  him,  as  there 
seems  to  have  been  at  lea.st  as  much  of  fanaticism  and  pre- 
tension, with  an  eye  at  the  same  time  to  the  trade  to  be 
carried  on,  on  one  side,  as  of  excitement  on  the  other. 

"Whatever  may  have  been  said  by  General  Gourgaud  with 
respect  to  other  persons  that  have  been  employed  in  clandes- 
tine communications,  I  could  never  fix  a  direct  suspicion  on 
any  others  than  Mr.  O'Meara  or  Mr.  Baloombe  (however 
assistance  may  have  been  afforded  by  others  as  the  instru- 
ments or  bearers),  for  they  were  the  only  persons  who  by  their 
official  situations  had  free  access  to  the  persons  at  Longwood, 
and,  if  they  were  unprincipled  enough,  while  receiving  the 
public  money  for  their  services  there,  to  become  the  tools  for 
any  indirect  purpose  whatever,  it  was  next  to  impossible  to 
prevent  it. 

The  change  in  the  purveyorship  was  the  first  blow  against 
the  designs  that  had  been  forming,  and  the  little  noise  made 
by  Napoleon  about  it  convinced  me  he  was  apprehensive  of 
the  discoveries  that  might  be  made  in  that  quarter.  The 
removal  of  Mr.  O'Meara  leveled  the  whole  i'abric,  and  hence 
the  plots  now  developed.  Mr.  Balcoinbe's  conduct  is  quite 
inexcusable.  I  had  unifomrly  treated  him  and  his  family 
with  attention  and  kindness,  and  had  most  distinctly  and  re- 
peatedly cautioned  him  in  a  friendly  manner  on  the  subject 
of  his  intimacy  with  Mr.  O'Meara,  pointing  out  to  him  even 
the  very  delicate  situation  in  which  he  might  be  eventually 
placed  by  having  his  name  coupled  together  with  that  of  Mr. 
O'Meara  as  the  only  persons  Napoleon  saw.  Mr.  Balcombe 
will  perfectly  recollect,  if  reminded  of  it,  the  pointed  warning 
I  gave  him  in  my  oflSce,  some  weeks  before  he  left  this  island, 
on  the  latter  point.  He  went  on  headlong,  however,  in  an 
increasing  intimacy,  until  he  became,  as  it  appears,  com- 
pletely entangled.  "When,  after  obtaining  my  signature  to  a 
requisition  for  certain  stores  he  was  to  embark  on  board  the 
Hyena  store-ship  for  the  use  of  the  establishment  at  Long- 
wood,  he  got  an  order  subsequently  from  the  Admiral  to  ship 
stores  in  tenfold  quantity  on  his  own  account,  in  prejudice 
of  the  island  receiving  supplies  it  was  in  actual  distress  for 
by  the  same  ship,  I  remonstrated  with  him,  as  his  conduct 
merited,  in  opposing  or  undermining  the  arrangements  he 
knew  I  had  been  endeavoring  to  establish  ;  but  this  was  the 
only  occasion  where  I  expressed  a  marked  dissatisfaction  to 
him,  although,  it  appears  to  me,  the  Admiral,  on  the  whole. 
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had  more  reason  to  complain  of  the  mode  in  which  he  had 
been  circumvented  than  myself.  This  was  unconnected,  how- 
ever, with  his  business  at  Longwood,  and  is  only  mentioned 
lest  he  might  be  referring  to  it,  which  neither  the  late  naval 
Commander-in-Chief  nor  the  present,  though  acting  with  the 
best  intentions,  can  feel  any  desire  he  should  do. 

I  can  not  sufficiently  express  my  sense  of  the  cordial  and 
zealous  support  I  have  received  throughout  from  Admiral 
Plampin  in  every  thing  connected  with  the  affairs  of  Mr. 
O'Meara.  His  reasons  for  not  showing  to,  or  leaving  with 
me,  the  letter  from  Mr.  Balcombe  to  Mr.  Stokoe  I  do  not 
entirely  enter  into  ;  but  I  am  convinced  the  letter  contained 
nothing  which  could  throw  any  now  or  any  important  light 
on  the  subject  of  the  other  correspondence,  and  that  it  is  prob- 
ably regard  to  Mr.  Stokoe,  with  some  feeling  of  consideration 
toward  Mr.  Balcombe  himself,  where  actual  necessity  did  not 
require  his  name  to  be  brought  forward.  The  Admiral  has 
been  somewhat  unpleasantly  placed  in  regard  to  the  latter, 
by  owing  to  him  the  obligation  of  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence, the  Briars,  which  Mr.  Balcombe,  to  his  own  great  in- 
convenience and  that  of  his  family,  yielded  up  to  the  Admiral 
on  his  arrival  here.  This  induced  at  first  a  great  intimacy 
between  them,  but  the  Admiral  now  sees  Mr.  Balcombe's 
character  and  line  of  proceeding  in  the  true  point  of  view. 
If  your  Lordship  reflects  on  this  matter  ;  on  the  marked  sup- 
port given  to  Mr.  Balcombe  by  all  the  naval  Commanders-in- 
Chief;  that  his  house  was  the  common  rendezvous  of  the 
navy,  not  so  much  for  the  pui'poses  of  hospitality  as  perhaps 
to  create  distraction  and  make  a  party  (Mr.  O'Meara  being 
the  oracle  there) ;  on  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
on  the  protection  given  by  Count  Balmain,  in  particular,  to 
Mr.  O'Meara,  because  juridical  proofs  were  not  immediately 
brought  forward  against  him — it  will  be  felt  I  had  many 
difficulties  to  overcome  before  attaining  this  development  of 
what  has  been  passing,  and  bringing  about  a  right  change 
in  persons'  sentiments  on  the  occasion  :  but  I  can  not  speak 
on  this  subject  without  expressing  my  great  obligations  to 
Sir  Thomas  Reade,  whose  zeal,  activity,  and  intelligence,  on 
this,  as  well  as  on  every  other  occasion,  has  never  been  in 
fault,  and  who  has  been  a  mainspring  of  the  discoveries  that 
have  been  made. 

Even  the  Admiral  told  me  he  had  difficulty  in  persuading 
some  of  his  own  officers  Mr.  O'Meara  was  not  a  much-in- 
jured man  (which,  however,  must  have  sprung  from  some 
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party  design,  as  the  history  of  the  snuff-box  and  his  com- 
munications with  Mr.  Vernon  were  sufficient  to  fix  his  char- 
acter), but  that  now  all  voices  are  united  against  him.  Mr. 
Stokoe,  the  Admiral  said,  shed  tears  on  finding  how  much  he 
had  been  deceived  by  him  ;  and  even  his  friend  Lieutenant 
Reardon,  of  the  66th,  now  speaks  of  him  as  one  of  the  "great- 
est scoundrels,"  to  use  his  own  terms,  he  ever  heard  of 

Your  Lordship  will  observe  the  very  line  of  proceeding 
which  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Fowler.  It  shows,  however,  the 
confidence  with  which  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Balcombe  must 
have  been  acting,  when  they  could  venture  to  implicate  Mr. 
Fowler  so  far  as  to  send  him  a  letter  and  a  box  of  French 
books  under  a  feigned  address.  Mr.  Cole,  the  other  partner, 
has  not  appeared  in  the  matter.  He  has  conducted  himself 
with  great  prudence  since  Mr.  Balcombe's  departure,  but  has 
appeared  a  good  deal  agitated  since  the  last  discoveries.  It 
is  likely  to  prove  a  fatal  thing  for  the  business  of  their  house ; 
but  if  they  have  lost  the  purveyorship  by  their  connection 
with  Mr.  O'Meara,  it  is  not  from  want  of  due  caution  to  Mr. 
Balcombe,  and  this  I  am  particularly  solicitous  Sir  Thomas 
Tyrwhitt  should  understand.  .  .  . 

I  have  observed  that  part  of  Mr.  Balcombe's  letter  where- 
in he  says  the  opinions  of  Sir  George  Cockburn  and  Sir  Pul- 
teney  are  with  Him.  I  can  never  believe  a  person  holding 
the  high  official  situation  of  Sir  George  Cockburn  would  ofier 
opinions  to  Mr.  Balcombe  on  a  subject  of  such  delicacy  as 
that  he  adverts  to,  but,  if  he  should  have  done  so,  I  am  quite 
ready  to  meet  and  refute  them.  If  Sir  Pulteney  has  offered 
such  opinions  in  private,  I  am  persuaded  he  will  not  think 
of  maintaining  them;  but  should  he  have  expressed  opinions 
on  such  subject  to  any  person  in  official  situation,  or  uttered 
them  publicly,  I  should  desire  to  learn  it,  as  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared for  any  discussion  on  such  points  with  him 

Napoleon  is  as  yet  uninformed  of  what  has  been  passing. 
To  have  admitted  only  two  English  persons  near  him  for  up- 
wards of  a  twelvemonth,  and  those  to  be  proved  his  mere 
tools,  can  afford  him  no  agreeable  subject  of  reflection,  par- 
ticularly if  he  should  by  chance  discover  that  the  one  of  them, 
a  surgeon  of  a  man-of-war,  was  formerly  dismissed  the  army 
by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial ;  and  that  the  other,  who 
had  been  the  mate  of  an  Indiaman,  had  been  equally  dis- 
missed the  Company's  service  for  some  gross  act  of  insub- 
ordination toward  the  commander  of  his  ship.  The  anec- 
dotes which  are  cun-ent  here  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
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truth  of,  yet  such,  with  Mr.  Warden,  are  the  chief  selections 
Napoleon  has  made.  He  has  not  moved  out  since  the  last 
report  which  mentioned  it.  In  other  respects  he  continues 
the  same.  I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  147. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  October  12,  1818. 

My  Lord — In  my  letter  of  the  18th  September  I  had  the 
honor  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  of  the  particulars  of  a  con- 
versation I  had  with  Count  Montholon  on  that  day  respect- 
ing the  introduction  of  the  orderly  officer  and  surgeon  in  at- 
tendance at  Longwood  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  adverting  at 
the  same  time  to  the  principal  motive  which  urged  me  to 
propose  their  presentation  to  him,  viz.  that  of  endeavoring  to 
obtain,  in  the  least  painful  way  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  him- 
self, the  execution  of  that  part  of  the  orderly  officer's  duty 
which  requires  he  should  make  daily  reports  of  his  actual 
presence  on  the  spot. 

The  orderly  officer  saw  him  on  that  day  immediately  after 
my  conversation  with  Count  Montholon,  and  I  had  therefore 
reason  to  suppose  the  object  in  a  degree  obtained.  Several 
days,  notwithstanding,  elapsed  without  the  same  opportunity 
being  afforded.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  kept  himself  entirely 
confined  to  his  room,  with  his  blinds  closed,  or  if  he  opened 
the  window  to  admit  a  little  air,  a  curtain  was  immediately 
drawn  across  it.  In  other  respects  matters  went  on  in  such 
a  manner  about  the  house  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  his  being 
within  it ;  but  still  I  was  not  satisfied  that  any  thing  less 
than  frequent  personal  observation  should  be  considered  by 
the  orderly  officer  as  containing  a  satisfactory  proof  upon 
which  to  ground  his  reports  to  me. 

Several  motives  nevertheless  still  combined  to  make  me  act 
with  every  delicacy  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  on  this  occasion. 
He  for  some  days,  as  was  stated  by  persons  of  his  family,  did 
not  rise  from  his  bed  ;  and,  although  he  ought  in  such  case 
to  have  admitted  a  surgeon  to  see  him,  yet,  viewing  the  seri- 
ousness of  his  protests  against  receiving  the  visits  of  any 
medical  person  on  the  island,  and  the  conflict  he  must  have 
had  to  sustain  in  his  own  mind  before  descending  to  admit 
how  absurd  and  unreasonable  such  protests  were,  I  felt  re- 
luctant, believing  a  certain  degree  of  indisposition  might  pre- 
vail, though  from  confinement  alone,  to  urge  any  too  hasty 
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intrusion,  whether  of  the  orderly  officer  or  surgeon,  upon  him. 
Another  motive  presented  itself  in  the  circumstance  of  the 
new  house  building  for  him :  the  work  had  commenced  with- 
in a  stone's-throw  of  his  own  windows  (in  a  spot,  however,  it 
is  to  be  observed,  approved  by  him,  so  far  as  Count  Montho- 
lon's  opinion  upon  the  occasion  could  be  considered  as  his) ; 
it  was  thus  not  possible  for  him  to  show  himself  at  his  win- 
dow or  in  his  garden  without  being  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  all 
the  workmen.  Incessant  rain  and  wind,  at  the  same  time, 
presented  a  quite  sufficient  and  natural  reason  for  his  not 
quitting  the  house.  Foreseeing  the  arguments  which  might 
be  offered  as  to  the  building,  I  had  directed  an  extensive  sod 
parapet  to  be  thrown  up  between  the  place  where  the  work- 
men were  employed  and  his  garden,  so  as  to  completely  pre- 
vent any  of  the  persons  employed  either  from  seeing  him  or 
passing  to  his  house  or  garden.  Having  completed  this  work, 
and  the  reports  of  the  orderly  officer  continuing  the  same — 
that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  a  view  of  his  person — I  re- 
solved to  have  another  interview  with  Count  Montholon,  and, 
as  he  had  very  readily  attended  upon  me  when  1  sent  for  him 
to  the  orderly  officer's  room,  I  waived  the  same  ceremonial 
on  the  present  occasion  by  calling  upon  him  :  this  interview 
took  place  on  the  30th  September.  A  detail  of  the  conver- 
sation which  ensued  is  transmitted.  I  merely,  on  this  occa- 
sion, introduced  the  subject  of  my  former  application  for  the 
presentation  of  the  orde.rly  officer  and  the  surgeon.  Count 
Montholon  had  not  obtained  any  answer,  but  promised  one 
the  ensuing  day.  No  answer  arriving,  I  waited  upon  him 
the  3d  October,  and  found  a  reply  had  been  given  in  the 
negative.  It  became  now  therefore  expedient  to  put  the 
question  of  the  orderly  officer's  seeing  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
upon  another  footing.  I  stated  at  once  to  Count  Montholon  the 
substance  of  the  reports  I  had  received  from  the  orderly 
officer,  and  what  my  instructions,  as  well  as  his  required. 
A  long  conversation  ensued,  of  which  the  details  accom- 
pany [this]. 

On  the  5th  instant  I  again  waited  upon  Count  Montho- 
lon, to  know  what  might  be  the  result  of  his  communication 
with  Napoleon  Bonaparte — the  details  also  of  this  conversa- 
tion are  annexed.  I  introduced  the  subject  of  the  letter 
under  a  false  name  for  Mr.  O'Meara,  and  of  the  effect  which 
must  be  produced  upon  the  opinion  of  the  public  iti  general 
by  observing  that  for  upwards  of  a  year  past  the  only  English 
persons  whom  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  admitted  to  his  pres- 
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ence  were  two  "qui  s'btaient  egares  sur  leurs  devoirs." 
Count  Montholou  evinced  great  surprise  at  both  communica- 
tions, and  I  am  inclined  to  ascribe  much  of  the  change  which 
has  apparently  since  taken  place  to  my  mention  of  them. 

On  the  7th  instant,  a  message  was  sent  by  Count  Montho- 
lon  to  Major  Gorrequer,  to  beg  to  speak  to  him.  It  was  in- 
timated to  Major  Gorrequer  at  the  same  time  by  the  orderly 
officer  that  it  was  to  ask  Hcplanation  upon  some  parts  of  my 
conversation.  I  suggested  to  Major  Gorrequer  to  be  cautious 
in  his  replies,  but  at  the  same  time  not  to  omit  the  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  any  proper  explanation  that  might  be  re- 
quired. A  detail  of  the  conversation  which  passed  accom- 
panies [this],  and  I  had  much  satisfaction  at  the  mode  in 
which  Major  Gorrequer  managed  his  arguments  and  replies 
on  the  occasion. 

Explanation  was  required  from  myself,  and  I  waited  upon 
Count  Montholon  the  next  day  to  oflbr  it.  This  I  thought 
was  best  done  by  communicating  to  him  the  instructions  of 
the  orderly  officer,  the  conversation  I  had  with  Count  Ber- 
trand  on  the  subject  of  them  in  the  first  month  after  my 
arrival  here,  and  your  Lordship's  letter  to  me  after  perusing 
that  conversation — the  whole  to  prove  I  was  innovating 
nothing.  While  a  surgeon  was  in  daily  attendance  upon  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  and  there  were  English  servants  in  the 
same  house  with  him,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  his  actual 
presence  on  the  spot.  When  he  refused  medical  aid  and 
dismissed  his  English  attendants  he  placed  himself  in  a  new 
situation,  and  against  the  difficulties  which  were  thus  opposed 
to  the  orderly  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  it  was  my 
particular  duty  to  provide.  The  conversation  was  in  a  per- 
fectly amicable  strain,  and  led  to  another  on  the  next  day,  the 
details  of  both  of  which  are  transmitted. 

Although  I  had  no  reason  to  mistrust  the  sincerity  of 
Count  Montholon  in  the  conciliatory  language  and  proposi- 
tions held  by  him  on  the  two  last  days'  meetings,  yet  1  still 
persisted  on  the  orderly  officer  having  the  opportunity  aflbrd- 
ed  him  of  seeing  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  I  am  happy  to 
add  that  Count  Montholon  did  not  withdraw  from  any  part 
of  the  assurance  he  had  given  on  this  head,  the  orderly  offi- 
cer reporting  to  me  to  have  seen  Napoleon  Bonaparte  at  his 
window  the  following  day,  but  having  his  head  bandaged 
with  a  silk  handkerchief,  and  looking  very  pale. 

I  have  this  day  had  another  conversation  with  Count  Mon- 
tholon, the  details  of  which  I  also  transmit.      Some  fresh 
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points  were  brought  forward,  but  not  of  a  nature  to  create 
any  great  difficulty — points  of  imaginary  difference  to  have 
an  air  of  negotiation  before  arriving  at  any  change,  rather 
than  forming  any  real  question  of  dispute,  unless,  through  the 
pretensions  of  Count  Bertrand,  it  may  be  eventually  endeav- 
ored to  work  them  into  sueh. 

The  only  point  on  which  I  feel  anxious  for  a  determination, 
and  that  which  principally  urged  my  visit  of  this  day,  is  in 
respect  to  the  selection  of  the  medical  attendant ;  for  should 
it  fall  on  any  other  person  than  Dr.  Veiling  or  Mr.  Baxter, 
embarrassment  might  still  arise.  I  have  conceived  the  best 
way,  however,  to  fix  the  choice  on  the  present  one  was  to 
manifest  no  objections  against  others  who  had  been  adverted 
to,  though  I  went  prepared  to  do  so  if  their  names  had  been 
mentioned.  Dr.  Verling  had  been  told  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 
only  objection  against  him  was  that  he  had  been  placed  at 
Longwood  by  me.  The  less  solicitude,  therefore,  I  showed  on 
this  point  I  thought  the  better. 

Your  Lordship  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  contempt  with 
which  Count  Montholon  appears  to  have  regarded  the  diffi- 
culties that  have  stood  in  the  way  of  former  arrangements 
where  the  intervention  of  Count  Bertrand  has  been  used,  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  point  of  a  correspondence  by  sealed  notes 
within  the  island,  in  which  that  pretending  person  was  at- 
tempting to  obtain  from  the  Governor  of  the  island  an  author- 
ized cover  for  carrying  on  a  clandestine  correspondence,  as 
well  within  as  without  it ;  or,  if  this  was  not  his  view,  sacri- 
ficing the  health  and  comfort  of  the  person  whose  cause  he 
was  so  hypocritically  advocating  to  a  vain  endeavor  for  an 
object  of  no  importance  ;  for,  as  Count  Montholon  very  justly 
observed,  if  they  were  obliged  to  send  letters  open  to  their  own 
nearest  friends  and  relations,  it  was  a  niaixrie  to  insist  on 
writing  to  others  under  seal. 

Thus  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  confinement  during  upward  of 
a  year  past,  and  all  the  inconveniences  that  have  sprung  to 
hirn  and  others  from  it,  result  from  this  cause — the  perti- 
nacity of  Count  Bertrand  in  a  point  acknowledged  to  be  alto- 
gether frivolous,  and  the  conspiration  of  Mr.  O'Meara  in  his 
views  ;  for  it  will  be  recollected  Mr.  O'Meara  asserted  a  sealed 
correspondence  was  permitted  by  Sir  George  Cockburn  (which 
has  not  as  yet  been  controverted),  and  thus  excited  them  to 
persist  on  this  point,  while  with  characteristic  duplicity  he  at 
the  same  time  insidiously  suggested  to  me  the  opening  any 
sealed  letters  they  might  send,  as  it  was  only  the  air  of  liberty 
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Napoleon  Bonaparte  wanted,  thus  paving  the  way,  had  I  hst- 
ened  to  his  unprincipled  proposition,  for  complaint  and  remon- 
strance of  a  more  violent  and  better  founded  nature  than  any 
I  had  been  before  exposed  to  (as  he  spoke  without  authority 
fi-om  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself)  on  another  ground. 

Such  matter,  with  the  "  etat  de  choses"  so  frequently 
brought  forward  in  Count  Bertrand's  correspondence  and  con- 
versations, formed  the  only  subject  of  dispute  ;  yet  analyzinfr 
in  every  possible  way  what  the  "  etat  de  choses"  meant,  I 
could  never  discover  that  it  referred  to  any  thing  else  than  to 
the  freedom  which  Count  Bertrand  and  his  family  enjoyed 
when  they  lived  without  the  limits  of  Longwood  at  Hutt's 
Gate,  where  their  house  was  literally  an  open  one  to  almost 
every  person  living  on  the  island  or  passing  by  it,  and  a  sealed 
correspondence,  under  cover  of  what  might  have  perhaps 
passed  unnoticed  in  regard  to  others,  already  commenced  with 
the  foreign  Commissioners. 

This  "  etat  de  choses,"  it  is  true,  I  found  here  on  my  first 
arrival,  but  Sir  George  Cockburn  himself  acknowledged  the 
manifest  inconvenience  of  it  to  me,  and  counseled  my  impos- 
ing some  restraint  upon  the  intercourse  with  Count  Bertrand  ; 
yet  where  one  of  my  first  acts  must  he  to  undo  indulgences 
which,  whether  authorized  ov  not,  had  existed  under  my  pre- 
decessor, it  was  obviously  no  easy  task  to  reconcile  the  change 
to  persons  whom  it  so  very  materially  affected  ;  for  through 
Count  Bertrand  the  persons  who  were  so  unceremoniously  ad- 
mitted to  his  house — his  passes,  which  were  to  be  as  valid  as 
mine — his  sealed  notes,  and  a  pretension  he  afterward  set 
forth  to  be  relieved  from  the  observation  of  the  orderly  officer 
when  he  paid  his  visits  to  the  town — Napoleon  Bonaparte 
would  have  had,  almost  under  sanction,  all  the  means  he 
could  desire,  as  well  for  influencing  public  opinion  as  for  see- 
ing or  communicating  with  whom  and  for  what  purposes  he 
might  please  ;  and  although  the  regulations  in  force  may  not 
have  fully  succeeded  in  preventing  improper  communications 
taking  place,  yet  the  clandestine  means  resorted  to,  and  the 
character  of  the  individuals  employed,  against  whose  treach- 
ery it  was  impossible  to  guard  by  any  other  means  than  re- 
moval, must,  I  should  conceive,  diminish  very  mainly  of  [sic] 
their  efl^ect. 

I  may  still  have  difficulties  under  any  arrangement  which 
may  eventually  take  place  in  consequence  of  my  communica- 
tions with  Count  Montholon,  but  I.  shall  be  cautious  in  not 
admitting  any  indulgence  which  is  not  in  perfect  conformity 
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to  your  Lordship's  instructions,  while  my  chief  care  will  be  to 
•watch  that  such  as  are  permitted  lead  not  to  abuse. 

Count  Bertrand,  I  understand,  shows  an  undisguised  mor- 
tification at  the  communication  which  has  been  had  with 
Count  Montholon  in  preference  to  him,  but  since  his  letters 
respecting  Lieut. -Colonel  Lyster,  I  have  had  no  intercourse 
whatever  with  him.  I  had  occasion,  however,  to  direct  Sir 
Thomas  Reade  to  address  two  letters  to  him,  and  these  have 
not  (like  that  on  which  the  "  apostille"  was  written)  been 
returned  to  me.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 


No.  148. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.  G-. 

St.  Helena,  October  25,  1818. 

My  Lord — In  continuance  of  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship 
that,  having  made  some  of  the  arrangements  which  Count 
Montholon  had  suggested  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  examinino- 
the  articles  which  were  sent  to  Longwood,  I  called  upon  him 
on  the  15th  to  make  them  known  to  him,  and  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  find  the  old  subject  again  attempted  to  be  intro- 
duced of  a  correspondence  by  sealed  notes  within  the  island, 
although  stated  to  be  limited  only  to  one  person,  viz.  the 
officer  of  the  commissariat  charged  ■with  the  provisioning  of 
the  Longwood  establishment,  and  that  with  respect  to  the 
transaction  of  their  pecuniary  affairs. 

Admitting  it  in  this  instance,  under  any  color  or  form  what- 
ever, was  giving  up  the  principle  with  respect  to  the  thing 
in  general,  and  beginning  with  the  sanctioning  of  a  corre- 
spondence upon  a  point  of  greater  delicacy  than  any  other, 
notwithstanding  all  the  arguments  brought  to  prove  to  me  it 
was  a  matter  of  mere  form  that  was  contested  for,  and  that 
there  was  no  intention  to  interfere  with  any  guarantee  I  might 
wish  to  establish  against  abuse.  It  was  obvious  all  this  ques- 
tion arose  from  the  note  I  directed  Sir  Thomas  Reade  to  ad- 
dress to  Count  Bertrand  when  I  returned  him  his  letter  to  Mi» 
Ibbetson,  and  I  treated  the  arguments  of  Count  Montholon 
accordingly. 

A  further  point  was  brought  forward  in  discussion,  as  to 

Counts  Bertrand  and  Montholon  not  being  so  closely  attended 

by  the  orderly  officer  when  they  might  proceed  to  the  town. 

This  point,  it  was  also  obvious,  was  of  Count  Bertrand's  mov- 

VoL.  II.— B  B 
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ing,  for  before  that  Count  Montholon  had  expressed  to  me  in- 
difterence  about  it,  and  I  rejected  it,  therefore,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  other.  A  memorandum  of  my  conversation  is 
annexed.  As  Count  Montholon,  however,  seemed  to  think 
that  I  considered  the  subject  too  much  with  regard  to  Count 
Bertrand  alone  and  personally,  I  determined  to  make  an  ex- 
tract of  the  correspondence  that  had  passed  on  the  subject  and 
to  show  it  to  him.  I  called  upon  him  the  following  day, 
taking  the  paper  with  me,  every  line  of  which  was  a  proof 
how  pertinaciously  Count  Bertrand  had  been  always  combat- 
ins  for  the  same  point,  and  how  repeatedly  he  had  been  an- 
swered upon  it.  I  found  no  necessity,  however,  for  entering 
upon  any  other  argument  with  Count  Montholon  on  the  subject, 
so  complete  a  change  of  tone  in  every  respect  had  ensued,  in 
consequence,  as  I  presume,  of  my  having  made  so  very  distinct 
a  reference  to  Cotint  Bertrand  as  the  cause  of  the  new  discus- 
sion and  disagreement  that  was  now  again  likely  to  arise. 

Count  Montholon's  conversation  was  a  mixture  of  compli- 
ment, and  might  appear  even  cajolery,  more  than  sufficient  to 
put  me  on  my  guard  against  any  change  of  system  which  his 
very  flattering  language  might  cover.  There  was  nothing 
said  for  me  to  oppose,  and  1  left  him  consequently  under  the 
impression  all  points  were  adjusted,  except  in  regard  to  the 
nomination  of  the  surgeon,  whom  I  naturally  conceived,  how- 
ever, iirom  Count  Montholon's  conversation,  would  be  Dr.  Ver- 
ling.     A  note  of  my  conversation  is  annexed. 

It  was  my  intention  to  refrain  from  calling  again  until 
Count  Montholon  might  communicate  to  me  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte's final  decision  in  respect  to  this  point,  but,  a  circum- 
stance occurring  not  perfectly  in  concurrence  with  the  lan- 
guage he  last  held  to  me,  I  resolved  on  making  it  immediately 
known  to  him.  Lieutenant  Reardon  of  the  66th  regiment  had 
received  a  visit  while  on  duty  at  an  outpost  of  the  cordon  of 
sentries,  from  the  Count  and  Countess  Bertrand,  which  did 
not  come  to  my  knowledge  until  nearly  a  week  after  it  had 
taken  place.  Having  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the 
conversation  which  passed,  1  found  it  related  entirely  to  Lieu- 
tenant Reardon's  friend  Mr.  O'Meara,  and  that  Count  Ber- 
trand had  been  busy  in  insinuating  on  Mr.  Reardon's  mind 
that  Mr.  O'Meara  was  an  innocent  man,  that  he  would  have 
justice  done  him  in  England,  that  he  would  be  supported  by 
Ministers  at  home  ;  and  I  called  upon  Count  Montholon  and 
communicated  to  him  the  whole  that  passed.  He  expressed 
an  unfeigned  surprise,  and  even  concern,  at  Count  Bertrand's 
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conduct,  intimating  that  what  he  did  could  neither  have  been 
known  or  approved  hy  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  Memorandum 
of  this  conversation  accompanies  this  letter. 

Being  really  under  the  impression  Count  Bertrand  had  act- 
ed without  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  knowledge,  and  willing  to 
afford  a  proof  that  a  circumstance  of  this  nature  should  not 
be  taken  up  as  a  handle  by  me  to  break  off  that  better  kind 
of  understanding  which  had  begun  to  spring  up  from  my  con- 
versations with  Count  Montholon — ^linowing  at  the  same  time 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  would  attempt  to  make  it  matter  of  re- 
proach against  me,  as  he  had  done  upon  a  former  occasion, 
that  I  was  insincere  in  any  endeavor  to  render  his  situation 
more  comfortable,  and  ready  to  profit  by  any  pretext  which 
presented  itself  for  breaking  off  any  kind  of  negotiation  which 
might  be  on  foot  with  such  view — I  determined  to  again  wait 
on  Count  Montholon,  and  to  make  a  full  and  explicit  statement 
to  him  of  what  I  had  finally  determined  to  do  in  every  point 
upon  which  he  had  spoken  to  me,  to  point  out  to  him  tlie 
full  extent  of  every  indulgence  I  could  grant,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  explain  to  him  the  real  obstacle  which  existed 
against  a  right  understanding,  and  against  that  species  of 
"  confidence"  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  seemed  so  desirous 
to  possess  in  respect  to  my  mode  of  acting  toward  him,  plain- 
ly showing  it  sprang  alone  from  the  line  of  conduct  pursued 
and  persevered  in  by  Count  Bertrand,  over  which  I  could 
have  no  possible  control. 

Having  had  a  full  explanation  on  all  these  points,  as  will 
appear  by  the  annexed  notes  of  conversation  I  had  with  Count 
Montholon,  I  am  best  content  to  leave  matters  as  they  are, 
satisfied  in  having  shown  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself,  and 
to  the  world  at  large,  if  required,  that,  if  he  is  not  or  can  not 
be  made  more  comfortable  in  his  present  situation,  the  cause 
springs  solely  from  himself  and  his  most  intimate  followers. 

Count  Montholon  spoke  this  day  with  an  uncertainty  which 
he  had  not  done  on  the  preceding  occasion  of  seeing  him,  re- 
specting Napoleon  Bonaparte's  choice  not  being  entirely  fixed 
on  the  medical  person  to  attend  him.  If  he  should  not  select 
Dr.  Verling,  the  perisons  who  have  been  next  adverted  to  as 
likely  to  attract  his  choice  are,  Mr.  Stokoe,  surgeon  of  H.M.S. 
Conqueror,  and  Mr.  Henry,  assistant-surgeon  of  the  66th  Regi- 
ment. 

Your  Lordship  will  find  the  names  of  both  these  persons 
referred  to  in  an  annexed  correspondence,  as  participating 
more  or  less  in  the  acquaintance  and  society  of  Mr.  O'Meara; 
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and  if  either  of  them  is  applied  for,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
ia  my  ovm  mind  it  vcill  be  entirely  at  the  suggestion  of  Count 
Bertrand,  through  whom  and  his  family  alone  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte can  have  become  acquainted  with  the  latter  person,  who 
has  been  occasionally  called  in  to  attend  upon  Count  Bertrand's 
children,  and  to  whom,  it  is  to  be  observed,  by  the  conversa- 
tion of  Count  Montholon,  a  present,  of  which  Mr.  O'Meara 
was  to  have  been  the  medium,  was  once  thought  of  to  be 
delivered.     I  have  the  honor,  &o. 

H.  Lowe. 


No.  149. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  October  28,  1818. 

My  Lord — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Lord- 
ship a  plan  of  the  house  which  is  at  present  building  for  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  the  design  corresponding  to  that  of  which 
a  sketch  was  given  to  Count  Montholon  for  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte's selection,  as  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  of 
August,  1818,  and  marked  No  2,  with  the  sole  variation  of  a 
a  portion  of  the  centre  part  of  the  building,  which  had  been 
laid  out  in  passages,  being  added  to  and  thrown  into  the  size 
of  the  rooms.  This  alteration  was  suggested  by  Count  Mon- 
tholon, and  therefore  indicates  the  satisfaction  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  himself  at  the  general  plan  delivered  to  him. 
The  house  is  of  one  story ;  the  whole  of  the  foundation  has 
been  completed,  and  the  left  wing  nearly  built  up.  The  kitch- 
en and  offices  have  not  been  yet  laid  out,  but  they  will  form  a 
low  range  of  buildings  immediately  at  the  back  of  the  house, 
at  one  extremity  of  which  will  be  rooms  for  the  orderly 
officer  and  surgeon. 

I  am  preparing  a  list  of  different  articles  of  furniture  and 
other  matters  necessary  for  the  complete  outfit  of  the  build- 
ing, great  part  of  the  furniture  which  originally  came  out, 
particularly  such  articles  as  window  curtains,  couch  and 
chair  covers,  paper-hangings,  &c.,  having  been  used  for  the 
service  of  the  present  building  at  Longwood,  and  the  families 
of  Counts  Bertrand  and  Montholon.  One  article  not  origin- 
ally sent  out  it  will  perhaps  appear  to  your  Lordship  expedi- 
ent to  have  provided,  particularly  if  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
should  put  into  execution  his  present  intention  of  taking 
more  exercise.  This  article  is  a  carriage  of  the  barouche 
kind,  with  crane  neck,  the  body  hanging  low,  the  wheels 
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not  inclining  too  much  inwards,  and  the  whole  of  the  light- 
est construction  possible.  Harness  for  six  horses  or  mules 
would  also  be  requisite,  as  no  four-wheel  carriage  whatever 
can  be  drawn  up  the  hills  on  this  island  with  a  less  number 
of  animals.  The  carriage  he  has  had  hitherto  in  use  was 
one  purchased  from  Colonel  Wilkes ;  it  is  now  however  in 
such  a  complete  state  of  degradation  as  to  furnish  only  mat- 
ter for  sarcastic  remarks  when  pointed  to,  either  by  him  or 
the  persons  of  his  family,  and  a  proposal  to  put  it  in  some- 
what better  order,  which  can  be  done,  even  meets  with  a 
certain  opposition,  probably  as  depriving  [him]  of  a  motive 
for  observations  of  this  nature. 

I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  Lordship,  in  a  former  let- 
ter, that  the  sale  of  the  extra  timber  and  materials  originally 
sent  out  for  the  use  of  General  Bonaparte's  house  had  pro- 
duced a  large  sum  of  money,  which  had  been  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Ibbetson,  Assistant  Commissary-General. 
The  amount  now  in  his  hands  on  this  account  is  £4970,  and 
is  of  course  disposable  for  any  expense  attending  the  outfit 
and  completion  of  the  building  in  hand. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 
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To  John  Wilson  Ceoker,  Esq. 
28  Chester  Place,  Kenninoton,  Oct.  28,  1818. 
Sir — The  letter,  dated  the  19th  of  September  last,  which 
Mr.  Barrow  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me,  in  answer  to 
my  official  Report,  bearing  date  the  I7th  of  September,  of 
my  return  to  England,  having  expressed  their  Lordships'  ap- 
proval of  my  recall  from  St.  Helena,  which  would  seem  to 
imply  that  some  culpable  conduct  on  my  part  had  induced 
their  Lordships  to  come  to  such  a  decision,  under  this  pain- 
ful impression  it  is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  myself  and  the 
British  Navy  to  inclose  to  you  the  following  statement  ac- 
companied with  as  much  of  the  history  of  my  appointment, 
and  also  with  the  documents  [1]  already  known,  and  as  many 
others  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  elucidation  of  the  whole 
of  the  transactions  which  relate  to  my  conduct,  and  which  I 
beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  submit  for  their  Lordships'  consid- 
eration. 

Notes  by  Sir  Hubson  Lowe. 
[1.]  ^^Most  of  those  documents  were  obtained  by  Dr.  O'Meara,  in  direct 
violation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  a  British  officer." 
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When  it  was  decided  in  1815  to  send  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
to  St.  Helena,  His  Majesty's  Government  ordered  that  he 
should  have  the  privilege  of  taking  with  him  his  surgeon, 
three  of  his  officers,  and  twelve  domestics,  as  appears  by  the 
official  document  given  by  Admiral  the  Eight  Honorable 
Lord  Keith  to  Count  Bertrand,  marked  No.  1. 

The  French  surgeon  who  had  followed  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte on  board  the  Bellerophon  was  an  inferior  officer  who 
had  desired  to  return  back  again  to  France.  Lord  Keith 
proposed  to  Count  Bertrand  to  send  a  ship  on  purpose  to  seek 
and  bring  over  the  surgeon  who  had  missed  the  opportunity 
of  embarking  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ;  but  Count  Bertrand 
(whose  first  acquaintance  with  me  commenced  on  board  the 
Bellerophon),  having  done  me  the  honor  to  consider  me  as 
qualified  for  the  appointment,  proposed  that  I  .should  accom- 
pany him,  which  proposal  was  approved  of  and  authorized  by 
Admiral  Lord  Keith  and  Captain  Maitland,  both  of  whom 
strongly  advised  me  to  accept  of  the  employment,  as  being 
one  perfectly  consistent  with  my  duty  and  my  honor  ;  to 
which  I  consented,  stipulating,  however,  that  I  should  be 
always  considered  as  a  British  officer,  and  upon  the  list  of 
surgeons  on  full  pay,  paid  by  the  British  Government  [2]  ; 
and  that  I  should  be  at  liberty  to  quit  so  peculiar  a  service, 
should  I  find  it  not  to  be  consonant  to  my  wishes — as  ap- 
pears from  the  letter  marked  2.  These  conditions  were 
approved  of  by  the  Government  and  by  their  Lordships,  who 
ordered  me  to  be  borne  on  the  books  of  the  different  flag- 
ships at  St.  Helena  as  Supernumerary  Surgeon,  in  order  to 
give  me  my  time ;  and  ordered  also  specifically  a  certain 
allowance  of  pay  to  me,  with  the  title  of  Surgeon  to  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  which  was  paid  by  bills  drawn  upon  the 
principal  officers  and  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  navy, 
approved  by  the  Admiral  commanding  the  station. 

This  nomination  did  not  confer  on  the  officers  of  his  Maj- 
esty's land  forces  any  right  or  power  over  me,  and  I  was  not 
subject  to  General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  otherwise  [3]  than  be- 
cause he  was  specially  charged  by  his  Majesty's  Government, 
under  orders  dated  the  12th  of  April,  1816,  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  measures  authorized  by  the  Act  of  Parliament 

[2.]  "  Dr.  O'Meara  omitted  to  add  that  by  the  instructions  which  he  quotes 
he  v/as^'not  to  be  in  any  wise  dependent  upony  or  subservient  to^  or  paid  by  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte.'" 

[3.]  "  Tiiis  '  otherwise,'  comprehends  all  that  I  ever  required  of  Dr. 
O'Meara." 
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passed  on  the  11th  of  April,  1816,  and  I  consequently  was 
not  subject  to  ordinary  military  discipline  [4]. 

During  the  administration  of  Admiral  Sir  George  Cookburn, 
I  executed  my  functions  of  Surgeon  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
without  any  opposition  or  difficulties  having  been  thrown  in 
my  -way  [5]  ;  and  I  was  also  frequently  employed  by  that 
Admiral  as  an  organ  of  communication  between  the  prisoners 
and  himself,  and  also  as  interpreter  between  the  inhabitants 
and  them  in  the  many  communications  which  the  formation 
of  that  establishment  rendered  indispensable.  No  reports  of 
espionage  were  ever  expected  or  required  from  me  by  Sir 
George  Cockburn,  who  was  possessed  of  too  much  honor  him- 
self to  require  such  degrading  offices  from  any  one,  more 
especially  a  British  officer  [6]. 

In  the  third  interview  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  with 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  in  the  month  of  May,  1816,  he  proposed 
to  the  latter  to  send  me  away  [7],  and  to  replace  me  by  Mr. 
Baxter,  who  had  been  several  years  surgeon  with  him  in  the 
Corsican'Rangers.  This  proposition  was  rejected  with  indig- 
nation by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  upon  the  ground  of  the  in- 
delicacy of  a  proposal  to  substitute  an  army  surgeon  for  tht 
private  surgeon  of  his  own  choice  [8], 

Failing  in  this  attempt.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  adopted  the 
resolution  of  manifesting  great  confidence  in  me,  by  loading 
me  with  civilities,  inviting  me  constantly  to  dinner  with  him, 
conversing  for  hours  together  with  me  alone,  both  at  his  own 
home  and  grounds,  and  at  Longwood,  either  in  my  own  room, 
or   under  the   trees,  and   elsewhere  [9].     On  some  of  these 

[4.]  "  While  serving  on  shore  as  an  officer  of  the  royal  navy,  he  vvas 
suijject  to  military  discipline,  in  the  same  manner  as  an  officer  of  troops  of 
the  line  serving  in  a  fleet  is  subject  to  naval  discipline.  The  whole  of  this 
paragraph  contains  a  false  inuendo." 

[5.]  "  This  also  contains  a  false  inuendo,  if  it  is  meant  to  be  inferred  that 
any  opposition  was  thrown  by  me  in  his  way." 

[6.]  "  This  is  another  false  inuendo.  He  has  not  dared  to  say  that  I  ever 
did  employ  him,  or  sought  to  employ  him,  in  such  a  manner.  His  communi- 
cations to  Sir  George  Cockburn  were,  it  is  believed,  much  more  ample  and 
more  minute,  as  to  objects  of  mere  personal  slander  or  private  revelations, 
with  respect  to  what  passed  in  the  interior  of  Bonaparte's  own  family,  than 
(hey  ever  were  to  me  ;  hut  they  were,  it  is  presumed,  wholly  voluntary." 

[7.]  *'  This  is  a  pure  falsehood." 

[8.]  "  This  is  also  a  pure  falsehood,  so  far  as  relates  to  any  indignation 
ever  expressed  to  me  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  or  to  the  grounds  of  that  in- 
dignation." Sir  Hudson  Lowe  never  proposed  to  substitute  Mr.  Baxter  for 
O'Meara,  though  he  fretiuently  offered  to  Bonaparte  that  gentleman's  profes- 
sional assistance  {he  being  the  principal  medical  officer  on  the  island),  in 
addition  to  that  of  O'Meara.— W.  F. 

[9.1  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  never  manifested  any  greater  civilities  to  Mr. 
O'Meara  than  to  every  other  officer  of  the  same  rank,  and  situation  on  the 
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occasions  he  made  to  me  observations  uport  the  benefit  which 
would  result  to  Europe  upon  the  death  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, of  which  event  he  spoke  in  a  manner  which,  con- 
sidering his  situation  and  mine,  was  peculiarly  distressing  to 
me  [10]. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1816,  and  subsequently,  he  ordered 
that  I  should  make  him  a  report  of  all  and  every  conversa- 
tion which  I  might  have,  not  only  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
but  with  all  the  principal  persons  of  his  suite  [11],  as  well  as 
of  every  circumstance  I  might  observe,  requiring  of  me  even 
to  report  any  warm  or  injurious  expression  which  might 
escape  from  Napoleon's  lips  in  a  moment  of  suffering,  observ- 
ing that  "  defamation  and  blackening  of  his  character  were 
some  of  the  means  by  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  would  en- 
deavor to  effect  his  escape  from  St.  Helena,  and  therefore 
that  it  was  essentially  necessary  for  him  to  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  language  of  such  a  tendency."  This  declaration  he 
made  subsequently  to  the  22d  of  August,  1816,  on  which 
day  he  avowed  to  me,  at  Plantation  House  grounds,  intentions 
of  BEING  REVENGED  upon  Napolcon  Bonaparte,  and  declared, 
"  that  he  would  make  him  feel  that  he  was  a  prisoner ;"  that 
"  he  would  build  him  up"  [12]  ;  assigning  for  this  severity 
some  injurious  expressions  said  to  have  been  used  by  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  against  him,  in  the  presence  of  Admiral  Sir 
Pulteney  Malcolm ;  and  shortly  afterward  he  observed  "  that 
he  considered  Ali  Pacha  as  a  much  more  respectable  scoun- 
drel than  Napoleon  Bonaparte"  [13]  ;  and  language   of  a 

island.  When  he  went  to  Longwood  the  orderly  officer  and  surgeon  always 
came  out  to  meet  him,  and  on  these  occasions  he  naturally  conversed  with 
them  about  those  matters  which  it  most  behooved  him  to  know  ;  but  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  always  went  to  the  room  of  the  orderly  officer,  and  not  to 
that  of  Mr.  O'Meara,  if  he  had  any  thing  particular  to  say  or  any  business 
to  do," 

[10.]  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  said  that  he  did  not  deign  to  make  any  reply 
to  the  foul  insinuation  conveyed  in  this  passage,  which  caused  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  immediately  to  dismiss  O'Meara  from  the  King's  service. 
— W.  F. 

[11.]  "False."  Abundant  proof  has  been  given  in  these  volumes  that 
O'Meara  voluntarily  acted  as  a  spy,  and  voluntarily  communicated  Bona- 
parte's conversations,  as  well  as  the  conversations  and  proceedings  not  only 
of  the  officers  of  his  suite,  but  also  of  their  wives. — W.  F. 

[12.]  "  A  calumnious  falsehood,  scarcely  less  atrocious  than  the  other.  It 
is  not  only  false  that  I  ever  announced  any  intention  of  being  revenged  ui)on 
Bonaparte,  but  that  I  ever  used  any  expression  which  could,  by  the  most 
strained  implication,  be  supposed  to  have  conveyed  such  an  intention,  or  that 
I  ever  harbored  such  intention,  or  that  1  ever  entertained  any  personal  vin- 
dictive feeling  whatever  toward  him." 

[13.]  "These  are  infamous  falsehoods.  No  such  expressions  were  ever 
used  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.     If  language  of  such  a  tendency  were  used  by 
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similar  tendency  was  also  frequently  made  use  of  by  him 
upon  other  occasions. 

1  replied  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  on  this  and  various  other 
occasions,  that  if,  in  the  course  of  conversation  with  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  or  any  of  his  suite  or  otherwise,  I  should  become 
acquainted  with  any  plot  or  attempt  to  escape,  or  with  any 
thing  else  which  I  could  not  conceal  without  violating  my 
allegiance  to  my  Sovereign  and  country,  I  would  conceive  it 
my  duty  to  report  the  same  forthwith  to  him  ;  that  should  I, 
in  the  course  of  conversation,  hear  any  thing  which,  in  my 
opinion,  was  of  political  importance  to  my  own  Government, 
either  in  the  shape  of  anecdote  or  otherwise,  or  of  any  im- 
proper correspondence,  the  desire  which  evei-y  Enghshman 
naturally  felt  to  render  himself  useful  to  his  own  country 
would  induce  me  to  communicate  the  same  to  him,  and 
every  thing  of  that  description  'Vhich  might  not  prejudice 
the  personal  interest  of  the  patient  I  confidentially  approached 
in  the  exercise  of  my  profession,  or  any  thing  which  might 
tend  to  benefit  him.  In  doing  so,  perhaps,  I  engaged  to  do 
too  much,  and  certainly  no  more  could  be  expected  from  a 
man  of  honor.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  however,  did  not  long  rest 
contented  with  this  declaration.  He  insisted  upon  my  re- 
porting to  him  every  thing  I  saw,  heard,  and  said,  giving  as 
a  reason  "  that  1  had  no  business  to  presume  to  set  up  my 
own  opinion  or  judgment  upon  the  importance  or  otherwise 
of  any  conversation  1  might  have  ;  that  he  was  the  sole 
judge,  and  that  he  might  think  many  matters  of  great  im- 
portance which  would  appear  trifling  and  unimportant  to  me, 
as  he  would  draw  inferences  and  conclusions  from  them 
which  I  would  not ;"  adding  "  that,  as  I  was  paid  by  the 
British  Government,  surgeon  to  a  prisoner  of  war  and  of 
state,  it  was  my  duty  to  report  to  him  every  thing  which 
came  under  my  observation  ;  and  that  he  would  not  allow 
the  first  characters  living  in  the  island  to  hold  any  communi- 
cation with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  unless  they  subsequently 
made  a  report  to  him  of  the  conversation  which  took  place 
with  the  former"  [14]. 

I  replied  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  that  it  was  true  I  was  paid 

him,  it  must  have  been  heard  by  other  persons  than  Dr.  O'Meara,  especially 
by  the  officers  of  his  stafF,  by  the  naval  Commander-in-Chief,  the  foreign 
Commissioners,  or  by  Brigadier-General  Sir  George  Bingham.  Now  let  any 
one  or  all  of  these  persons  be  referred  to,  to  say  if  any  such  expressions,  or 
words  conceived  in  such  a  spirit,  ever  fell  from  his  lips,  or  if  such  sentiments 
appeared  to  be  harbored  in  his  mind." 

[14.]  "  This  is  wholly  and  absolutely  false,  as  applying,  in  such  sense,  to 
any  thing  I  ever  said  to  Dr  0'Mear:i." 
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by  the  British  Government,  but  that  I  was  paid  as  a  surgeon, 
and  not  as  a  spy  ;  that  medicine  had  nothing  to  do  with 
politics  ;  and  that  I  did  not  consider  Napoleon  Bonaparte  in 
his  past  character  as  a  Sovereign,  but  as  what  he  was  at  that 
moment — an  individual  placed  under  my  professional  care  ; 
and  that,  as  his  private  surgeon,  I  would  act  with  him  as  if  I 
were  in  a  similar  capacity  with  Earl  St.  Vincent  or  .Lord 
Keith  (saving  and  excepting  what  I  have  already  stated  touch- 
ing my  allegiance).  These  refusals  embroiled  me  with  him, 
and  I  was  not  long  without  feeling  the  effects  of  his  resentment. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  overturned  [15] 
altogether  the  moderate  but  efficient  system  which  had  been 
established  by  his  predecessor,  Sir  George  Cookburn,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  introduced  a  system  of  unprecedented  restrictions, 
vexations,  and  inquisitorial ,  proceedings,  which  produced  a 
rupture  [16]  between  him  aiid  the  inhabitants  of  Longwood. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  then  thought  proper  to  appoint  me  [17] 
to  be  an  organ  of  communication  between  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, the  other  prisoners  at  Longwood,  and  himself  and  vice 
versa,  and  also  between  them  and  the  difierent  tradesmen, 
purvej'ors,  &o.,  employed  in  the  service  of  the  establishment. 
This  arrangement  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  French, 
and  for  a  considerable  time  few  days  passed  without  my  being 
charged  with  some  communication  from  one  side  or  the  other. 
On  the  16th  of  October,  1816,  a  proposal  was  made  to  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  through  me,  to  drop 
the  title  of  Emperor,  and  to  assume  the  name  of  a  private 
individual  (Baron  Duroc,  or  Colonel  Meuron),  as  will  be  seen 
by  document  No.  3,  which  has  not  been  acceded  to  ;  and  on 
the  27th  of  December,  1816,  a  proposal  was  also  made  by 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  for  the  latter  to 
authorize  Admiral  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  to  act  as  an  inter- 
mediator, in  order  to  effect  an  amicable  arrangement,  of  which 
I  was  also  the  bearer,  and  which  was  first  accepted  of  and 
agreed  to  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  but  subsequently  evaded  and 
rejected  by  him,  in  contempt  of  his  word  pledged  in  writing 
to  that  purport,  marked  No.  4,  which  I  was  directed  to  show 
to  Napoleon  Bonaparte.     Finding  that  my  endeavors  and  at- 

[15.]  "  This  is  false.  Dr.  O'Meara  has  not  attempted  to  support  it  by  any 
proof  whatever." 

[16.]  "  The  '  rupture^  produced  tlie  reg\ilations  of  the  10th  of  October,  1816, 
and  not  the  regulations  the  rupture." 

[17.]  "  Dr.  O'lMeara  was  never  charged  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  with  any 
communication  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  until  Bonaparte  had  charged  him  witn 
a  me.=!Sa,se  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  " 
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tempts  to  effect  a  reconciliation  had  failed,  and  that  the  coim- 
miuiications  I  was  charged  with  produced  discussions  with 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  which  invariahly  drew  down  upon  mc  re- 
proach and  abuse  whenever  1  differed  with  him  in  opinion, 
and  also  that  he  persisted  in  wanting  to  render  me  a  blind,  a 
passive  instrument  of  espionage,  and  that  he  (Sir  Hudson 
Lowe)  had  repeatedly  broken  his  ivorcl,  and  evaded  promises 
he  had  made  through  me  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  which 
caused  the  latter  to  direct  me  to  no  longer  bring  him  any 
communications  or  proposals  from  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  I  determ- 
ined to  abstam  from  meddling  longer  with  any  subjects  for- 
eign to  medicine,  and  to  confine  myself  altogether  to  the  natu- 
ral duties  of  my  profession,  of  which  intention  I  gave  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe  notice.  Conceiving  [sic]  that  he  could  not  conquer 
my  sentiments  and  the  obligations  which  I  conceive  are  due 
by  every  private  surgeon  to  his  patient.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
again  changed  his  plan,  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  me  by  sub- 
jecting me  to  the  worst  treatment.  He  no  longer  invited  me 
to  dine,  or,  indeed,  behaved  to  me  in  public  with  common 
decency;  ordered  me,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1817,  to  come 
twice  a  week  to  his  own  house  to  report,  where,  because  I 
would  not  comply  with  his  verbal  instructions,  he,  availing 
himself  of  his  situation  of  superior  officer,  and  of  the  extraor- 
dinary power  vested  in  him  by  peculiar  circumstances,  treated 
me  in  the  most  shameful  manner,  loaded  me  with  abuse, 
menaced  me  by  words  and  looks,  and,  on  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  carried  his  violence  so  far  as  to  shake  his  clenched 
fist  in  my  face,  [18]  and  made  me  suffer  every  indignity  short 
of  blows,  because  I  informed  him  that  I  had  promised  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  not  to  reveal  his  conversations,  unless  they 
related  to  his  escape,  or  were  otherwise  contrary  to  my  alle- 
giance ;  verbally  prohibited  me  from  conversing  with  my 
patients  at  Longwood  upon  any  subject  not  medical,  uidess  I 
chose  to  relieve  myself  from  the  responsibility,  which  he  said 
I  should  otherwise  incur,  by  being  guilty  of  an  infraction  [19] 
of  the  declaration  marked  A  (to  which  he  referred),  by  im- 
mediately making  a  report  to  him  of  the  whole  of  such  con- 
versation not  medical,  upon  which  condition  alone  I  had  his 
permission  to  hold  converse  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  his 
suite.  After  having  repeatedly  demanded  instructions  in  writ-- 
ino-,  which  were  as  often  refused,  and  finding  that  Sir  HudsoR 
Lowe  restricted  his  communications  to  verbal  instructions, 
which  he  subsequently  denied  or  acknowledged,  according  as 

""  [18.]  "False."  [19.]  "False," 
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the  one  or  the  other  suited  his  views,  and  after  having  patiently 
suffered  his  unjustifiable  treatment  for  some  months,  I  was 
at  last  compelled,  by  the  proceedings  of  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1817,  to  send  him  the  letter  marked  No.  5.  [20]  About 
this  time  also  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  renewed  his  pressing  appli- 
cation, to  introduce  Mr.  Baxter,  as  will  appear  from  the  ex- 
tracts marked  No.  6. 

Since  1816,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  ordered  me  from  time  to  time 
to  make  bulletins  of  the  state  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health, 
from  whose  knowledge  he  desired  that  they  should  be  con- 
cealed, and  which  he  sometimes  caused  to  be  altered.  [21] 
In  September,  1817,  however.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  having 
fallen  seriously  ill,  bulletins  were  written  daily,  and  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  became  acquainted  with  them  through  autliorized 
persons.  He  observed  that  he  thought  it  very  extraordinary 
and  improper  that  his  own  surgeon  should  be  obliged  to  make 
bulletins  of  the  state  of  his  illness  without  his  knowledge,  and 
declared  that  he  would  not  see  me  again  until  I  gave  my 
word  of  honor  that  I  would  write  no  more  without  first  ob- 
taining his  consent,  and  leaving  the  original  in  the  possession 
of  Count  Bertrand.  I  did  not  like  to  make  this  engagement 
without  first  acquainting  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who  returned  an 
evasive  answer,  and  made  Napoleon  Bonaparte  wait  several 
days  for  a  decisive  reply.  At  last,  however,  after  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  had  been  several  days  without  seeing  me.  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe  authorized  me  to  say  that  no  more  bulletins  should 
be  asked  without  his  (Napoleon's)  being  acquainted  with  the 
demand.  A  difficulty  presented  itself  in  the  compilation  of 
the  bulletins.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  required  that  he  should  he 
styled  "General  Bonaparte."  [22]  Finally,  however,  Count 
Bertrand,  after  some  discussion,  authorized  me  to  drop  all 
titles,  and  to  make  use  of  the  word  "patient."  This  was 
communicated  by  me  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  the  15th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1817.     Nothing  now  appeared  to  be  wanting  to  allow 

[20.]  "  A  willful  and  deliberate  falsehood,  and  received  a  direct  contradic- 
tion in  the  reply  which  was  sent  to  this  letter,  and  which  Dr.  O'Meara  has 
suppressed,  not  only  on  this  occasion,  but  when  he  printed  the  correspondence 
in  the  '  Morning  Chronicle.'  "     Vide  vol.  i.  pp.  502,  513. 

[21.]  "This  is  also  a  deliberate  falsehood,  as  regards  the  imputation  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed.  Dr.  O'Meara  was  desired,  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
to  compress  the  substance  of  some  of  his  daily  reports  into  one  ;  hut  not  an 
expression  was  ever  altered  in  any  bulletin,  nor  was  any  report  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte's  health  ever  received  from  him  of  which  an  exact  copy  was  not 
transmitted  to  the  British  Government." 

[22.]  "This  is  false.  I  did  not  require  that  he  should  be  styled  '  General 
Bonaparte,'  but  '  Napoleon  Bonaparte,'  the  designation  by  which  his  follow- 
ers, with  his  own  acquiescence,  had  agreed  that  he  should  be  called." 
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bulletins  to  be  regularly  made,  and,  as  the  originals  must 
have  been  left  in  Count  Bertrand's  hands,  there  could  have 
been  no  possibility  of  any  falsification  being  made  of  them. 
This,  however,  was  not  what  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wanted,  and 
he  had  recourse  to  an  expedient  which  will  be  reprobated  by 
every  principle  of  probity.  He  caused  false  bulletins  to  be 
made,  and  employed  for  that  purpose  a  surgeon  (Mr,  Baxter) 
■who  never  saw  the  patient,  and  who  consequently  could  not 
be  a  judge  of  his  complaint;  [23]  and  since  November,  1817, 

[23.]  The  following  extract  is  taken  from  Mr.  Baxter's  observations  on  this 
part  of  O'Meara's  letter,  dated  St.  Helena,  March  20,  1819:  "Some  time 
ago  I  delivered  to  the  Governor  a  paper  containing  ray  remarks  on  the  asser 
tion  of  Count  Bertrand,  that  the  bulletins,  as  he  chose  to  style  them,  relative 
to  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  health  vpere  false ;  and  I  again  repeat  that,  upon  my 
honor,  the  reports  on  that  subject,  as  far  as  I  could  recollect  from  Mr, 
O'Meara's  verbal  statements  to  me,  are  most  strictly  correct.  Mr.  O'Meara 
says  I  could  form  no  judgment  of  his  complaint,  having  never  seen  him. 
Neither  the  one  nor  other  was  necessary,  where  1  was  merely  required  to 
forward  a  report  framed  by  him." 
Extracts  from  a  Statement  addressed  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 

by  O'Meara,  sent  with  a  Letter  to  the  Foreign  Commissioners  by 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  dated  September  7,  1819. 

JSxtract. — "In  September,  1817,  Napoleon  Bonapartehavingfallen seriously 
ill,  bulletins  were  written  daily,  and  Napoleon  Bonaparte  became  acquainted 
with  them  through  authorized  persons.  He  observed  that  he  thought  it  very 
extraordinary  and  improper  that  his  own  surgeon  should  be  obliged  to  make 
bulletins  of  the  state  of  his  illness  without  his  knowledge,  and  declared  that 
lie  would  not  see  me  again  until  I  gave  my  word  of  honor  that  I  would  write 
no  more  without  first  obtaining  his  consent,  and  leaving  the  original  in  the 
possession  of  Count  Bertrand.  I  did  not  like  to  make  this  engagement  with- 
out first  acquainting  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who  returned  an  evasive  answer,  and 
made  Napoleon  Bonaparte  wait  several  days  for  a  decisive  reply." 

Governor's  Remarks. — "The  answer  given  on  the  day  Mr.  O'Meara  made 
his  report,  viz.  October  15,  1817,  was,  that  the  Govempr  was  not  aware  of  any 
objection  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  seeing  the  bulletins,  but  that  he  would  take 
another  day  to  consider  the  matter.  On  the  next  day,  Mr.  O'Meara  was  in- 
formed the  Governor  would  require  no  written  reports  without  authorizing 
him  to  acquaint  Napoleon  Bonaparte  of  it ;  but  as  Napoleon  Bonaparte  would 
admit  the  visit  of  no  other  medical  person  than  Mr.  O'Meara,  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  on  this  account,  as  well  as  that  of  the  use  of  the  imperial  title,  would 
not  require  any,  although  it  was  frequently  afterward  attempted  to  force  upon 
him  copies  of  bulletins  addressed  to  and  in  the  form  '  authorized''  (as  Mr. 
O'Meara  says)  hy  Count  Bertrand,  who  then  attempted  to  clandestinely  circu- 
late that  the  Governor  had  bulletins  sent  to  him,  and  refused  to  receive  them." 

Extract. — "At  last,  however,  after  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  been  several 
days  without  seeing  me.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  authorized  me  to  say  that  no  more 
bulletins  should  be  asked  without  his  (Napoleon's)  being  acquainted  with  the 
demand.  A  difficulty  presented  itself  in  the  compilation  of  the  bulletins.  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  required  that  he  should  be  styled  General  Bonaparte.  Finally, 
however,  Count  Bertrand,  after  some  discussion,  authorized  me  to  drop  all 
titles,  and  to  make  use  of  the  word  '  patient.'  This  was  communicated  by  me 
to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  the  15th  October,  1817." 

Governor's  Remarks. — "  This  is  false.  The  name  required  to  be  used  was 
'  Napoleon  Bonaparte,'  being  that  by  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself  had 
requested  the  Governor  would  call  him. — Vide  extract  of  Mr.  O'Meara's  let- 
ter to  Sir  H.  Lowe  on  the  same  day,  viz,  \bth  October,  1817,  by  which  it  will 
appear  Count  Bertrand  insisted  the  word '  I'Erapereur'  should  be  used." — W.  F. 
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sucli  bulletins  have  been  sent  to  England  and  to  the  different 
Courts  of  Europe  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Allied  Powers,  to  whom  they  were  furnished  by 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Having  failed  in  the  applications  which  he  made  in  London, 
to  efl'ect  my  removal.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  adopted  a  plan  which 
he  was  aware  must  succeed.  He  had,  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1816  ;  28th  of  May,  2d  of  June,  28th  of  October,  1817  ;  17th 
of  February,  1818  ;  and  several  other  days,  declared  inten- 
tions of  subjecting  me  to  the  same  restrictions  as  those  which 
he  had  inflicted  on  the  French  prisoners,  to  which  I  had  in- 
variably replied  I  would  resign  sooner  than  submit.  On  the 
10th  of  April,  1818,  he  caused  a  letter  (No.  7)  to  be  written 
by  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  in  which  he  signified  to  me  (without 
assigning  any  reason  for  such  an  act)  that  he  had  imposed 
upon  me  restrictions  even  more  arbitrary  and  capricious  than 
those  he  had  inflicted  upon  the  French,  as,  by  confining  me 
to  Longwood,  within  the  precincts  of  which  he  allowed  no 
person  to  enter  without  a  pass,  he  deprived  me  of  English 
society  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  prohibited  me  from  hold- 
ing any  other  intercourse  than  medical  with  the  French, 
granting  at  the  same  moment  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  a  pris- 
oner, the  power  and  privilege  of  passing  an  English  officer  at 
pleasure  out  of  the  bounds  within  which  he  had  confined  the  lat- 
ter. To  this  letter  I  replied  by  the  one  marked  8,  and  at  the  same 
time  wrote  the  letter  marked  9  to  Count  Bertrand,  who  sent 
directly  for  Major  Gorrequer,  aid-de-camp  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
who  had  latterly  been  frequently  employed  as  an  intermediator, 
desiring  to  make  him  fully  comprehend  the  consequences  of 
such  a  step  ;  and  the  following  morning,  the  13th  of  April, 
Count  Bertrand  wrote  the  letter  No.  10  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
having,  in  the  conference  which  he  had  with  Major  Gorrequer, 
communicated  to  the  latter  the  letter  which  he  had  received 
in  the  morning,  a  copy  of  which  the  Governor  sent  for  by  the 
letter  No.  11,  to  which  a  reply  was  made  by  the  letter  No. 
12,  which  did  not  satisfy  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  as  will  appear 
from  letter  No.  13,  and  on  the  l9th  of  April  it  was  forwarded 
to  him,  accompanied  by  the  letter  No.  14.  On  the  21st,  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  answered  Count  Bertrand  by  the  letter  No.  15, 
which  did  not  arrive  at  Longwood  until  the  24th,  at  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  having  crossed  in  its  passage  the  letter 
No.  16.  On  the  14th  of  April,  Napoleon  Bonaparte  sent  for 
me,  in  order  to  give  me  an  audience  prior  to  my  departure, 
during  whicli  he  declined  receiving  any  more  medical  advice 
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from  me  in  the  situation  in  which  I  was  placed  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  and  addressed  me  nearly  in  the  following  words  : — "  Eh 
bien !  Dooteur,  vous  allez  nous  quitter.  Le  rnonde  concevra- 
t-il  qu'on  a  eu  la  lachete  d'attenter  a  mon  medeoin  ?  Puisque 
vous  etes  un  simple  lieutenant  soumis  a  tout  I'arbitraire  et  a 
la  discipline  militaire,  vous  n'avez  plus  I'independance  neces- 
saire  pour  que  vos  secours  puissent  m'etre  utiles.  Je  vous 
remercie  de  vos  soins.  Gluittez  le  plutot  que  vous  pourrez  ce 
sejour  de  tenebres  et  de  crimes  ;  je  mourrai  sur  un  grabat,  ronge 
de  maladie  et  sans  secours  I  Mais  votre  nation  en  sera  des- 
honoree  a  jamais."  He  then  bade  me  adieu,  and  refused  to 
see  me  until  the  10th  of  May,  being  the  day  after  I  was  in- 
formed, by  order  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  that  he  had  taken  off 
the  restrictions  which  he  had  imposed  on  me  on  the  10th  of 
April.  On  the  1 9th  of  April,  the  letter  marked  17  was  written 
to  me  by  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  but  did  not  reach  Longwood 
until  late  in  the  evening  of  the  24th,  on  which  day  also  the 
letter  No.  18  was  sent  to  me  by  Major  Gorrequer ;  and  the 
following  day  the  letter  No.  19,  to  which  I  returned  the  an- 
swer No.  20. 

Sir  Thomas  Reade,  on  the  26th  of  April,  wrote  the  letter  21 
to  Count  Bertrand,  who  sent  it  back  again  to  Plantation  House, 
because  it-  was  not  written  according  to  the  forms  which  had 
been  in  use  for  nearly  three  years,  and  joined  to  it  the  letter 
No.  22.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  sent  it  back  again  at  midnight. 
The  morning  after  (the  27th)  Count  Bertrand  brought  it  to 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  who  wrote  on  it  the  apostille  marked  23, 
to  which  Count  Bertrand  added  the  letter  24,  all  of  which  he 
sent  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  before  midday,  who  again  sent  back 
his  letters,  and  did  not  retain  any  except  the  one  upon  which 
the  apostille  was  written. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  the  letter  25  was  written  to  me  by  Major 
Gorrequer,  to  which  the  answer  26  was  returned  ;  and  on  the 
3d  of  May,  Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard  attacked  me  by  the  letter 
27,  which  I  answered  by  the  one  marked  28.  On  the  5th  of 
May,  I  wrote  the  letter  29  to  Sir  Thomas  Reade. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  however,  finding  that  he  could  not  suc- 
ceed in  his  favorite  plan  of  establishing  a  surgeon  wholly  de- 
voted to  himself  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  that  the  lat- 
ter was  determined  never  to  receive  him,  and  having,  more- 
over, been  made  to  comprehend  by  authorized  persons  [23a] 

[23a]  The  "authorized  persons"  here  meant,  were  the  foreign  Comniis. 
sioners,  who  positively  denied  that  they  had  ever  made  any  communication 
ofthekind.— W.  F. 
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that,  if  Napoleon  died,  either  during  the  time  he  kept  me  in 
confinement,  without  bringing  me  to  a  trial  or  even  preferring 
any  charges  against  me,  or  under  the  hands  of  any  surgeon 
forced  upon  him,  strange  surmises  respecting  his  death  would 
arise  in  England  and  Europe,  and  of  which  they  themselves 
would  be  unable  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation,  he  decided 
upon  removing  the  restrictions  he  had  inflicted  upon  me,  and 
caused  the  letter  No.  30  to  be  written  to  me,  after  having  kept 
me  in  confinement  for  twenty-seven  days,  during  which  he 
caused  me  to  be  successively  assailed  by  all  his  staff;  and,  in 
order  to  ensnare  me,  required  [me]  to  return,  by  a  dragoon  who 
waited,  answers  to  letters  composed  by  the  united  talents  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  and  his  staff  after  seven  days'  reflection. 

Previously,  however,  to  permitting  me  to  resume  my  med- 
ical functions  at  Longwood,  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  in  order  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  fabrication  of  any  more  bulletins,  required 
that  I  should  make  out  a  report  of  the  state  of  his  health 
once  a  week,  or  oftener  if  necessary,  a  copy  of  which  should 
be  given  to  the  Governor  if  he  required  it,  as  will  appear  from 
the  letter  marked  31,  a  copy  of  which  and  my  answer  I  im- 
mediately submitted  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  by  the  letters  32, 
33,  and  34.  But  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  not  only  did  not  require 
it,  but  absolutely  prohibited  me  from  making  him  (Sir  Hudson) 
any  written  report  by  the  letter  No.  35,  and  contented  himself 
with  compelling  me  to  come  to  Plantation  House  whenever  he 
thought  proper,  in  order  to  make  him  verbal  reports,  which 
could  be  perverted  at  pleasure,  not  failing,  according  to  his 
general  custom,  to  abuse  me  whenever  the  caprice  or  malice 
of  the  moment  incited  him.  The  bulletins  marked  letter  E 
were  regularly  made,  and  a  copy  of  each  reserved  for  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  should  he  ever  desire  them. 

Being  aware  of  the  General  indignation  caused  by  his  con- 
duct, and  by  attempts  which  he  had  made  to  remove  medical 
aid  from  Napoleon  Bonaparte  while  lying  upon  a  bed  of  sick- 
ness, he  found  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  give  a  turn 
to  the  affair  by  insinuating  that  measures  had  been  taken  to 
corrupt  the  inhabitants  by  presents,  and  that  I  had  been  the 
agent  in  the  plot,  [24]  which,  if  once  established,  would  have 

[24.]  This  part  of  O'Meara's  letter  having  been  referred  to  the  Rev.  B.  J. 
Vernon,  that  gentleman  wrote  the  following  note  upon  it : — "  From  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  O'Mearahere  expresses  himself,  as  well  as  from  his  account 
to  Colonel  Wynyard,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  chaplains  solicited  a  dona- 
tion for  the  poor,  which  was  by  no  means  the  case.  General  Montholon, 
finding  that  we  declined  receiving  fees,  desired  Mr.  O'Meara  to  ask  whether 
he  might  be  permitted  to  give  something  to  the  poor,  such  being  the  caistom  in 
Roman  Catholic  countries.^* 
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diverted  the  public  opinion  from  the  real  nature  of  his  views, 
and  would  have  justified  his  conduct  as  Governor,  which  then 
could  no  longer  be  attributed  to  the  desire  which  he  had  to 
establish  a  person  wholly  devoted  to  himself  about  Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  For  this  purpose,  and  in  order  to  evade  some 
ameliorations,  ostensibly  directed,  in  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 
condition  (as  contained  in  a  letter  from  Earl  Bathurst,  dated 
the  1st  of  January,  1818),  he  framed  the  proclamation  marked 
B,  the  object  of  which  was  to  frighten  and  deceive,  and  which 
was  ostentatiously  handed  about  and  placarded  in  the  most 
conspicuous  parts  of  the  street  :  and,  although  in  a  letter 
written  under  his  dictation  (as  appears  from  the  extracts 
marked  36)  he  officially  and  specifically  denied  that  the  order 
of  the  10th  of  April,  1818,  was  intended  as  a  punishment,  he 
at  the  same  moment  asserted  to  some  of  the  principal  persons 
in  the  island  (whose  names  I  will,  if  necessary,  mention),  to 
whom  he  thought  himself  obliged  to  render  some  explanation, 
that  it  had  been  inflicted  as  a  punishment  on  me  for  having 
been  supposed  to  have  given  a  snufT-box  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Boys,  the  senior  chaplain  at  St.  Helena ;  a  business  in  itself 
of  so  simple  a  nature  as  scarcely  to  merit  observation,  but 
which  I  shall  relate  in  order  to  show  the  character  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe's  proceedings.  M.  Cipriani,  the  maitre-d'hotel 
at  Longwood,  having  died  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels  on 
the  23d  of  February,  1818,  the  Enghsh  clergymen  buried 
him  on  the  24th  with  great  ceremony  ;  and,  although  it  had 
been  signified  to  them  that  he  died  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  they  admitted  his  corpse  into  the 
Protestant  Church,  and  read  the  funeral  service  over  it  ac- 
cording to  o\ir  ritual.  General  Montholon,  having  inquired 
what  the  custom  was,  was  informed  that  the  clergymen  would 
accept  of  a  small  sum  of  money  for  the  poor,  but  any  fees  of 
interment  for  themselves  were  refused.  This  induced  Gen- 
eral Montholon  to  testify  Napoleon  Bonaparte's  satisi'action 
at  such  generous  and  honorable  conduct,  which  reflected  so 
much  credit  upon  the  tolerance  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
he  accordingly  purchased  two  Chinese  snufT-boxes,  value  £6 
or  £7  each,  in  order  to  make  a  present  to  both  of  them.  Mr. 
Boys,  being  about  to  depart  for  England,  breakfasted  with 
General  Montholon,  and  received  the  sum  of  £25  for  the  poor, 
and  subsequently  the  snuff"-box  intended  for  himself,  an  oppor- 
tunity being  waited  for  in  order  to  consign  the  other  box  to 
the  junior  clergyman.  Shortly  afterward  Mr.  Boys  sailed  for 
England,  and,  being  desirous  to  receive  the  box  with  a  com- 


594  CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON.  No.  150 

plimentary  letter  through  the  channel  of  the  Governor,  he 
addressed  himself  to  me  for  that  purpose;  and  I  returned  the 
box,  which  I  did  not  receive  until  the  24th  of  March,  on 
-which  day  I  returned  it  to  General  Montholon,  not  having 
received  it  imtil  the  clergyman  had  left  the  island.  [25]  This 
is  the  important  affair  which  gave  rise  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's 
proclamation.  Two  days  subsequently  to  its  publication,  he 
commanded  the  orderly  officer  at  Longwood  to  assemble  all 
the  English  servants  there,  and  read  it  to  them,  without 
giving  notice  to  their  masters.  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  when 
informed  of  thi.s  circumstance,  immediately  sent  away  the 
English  servants  employed  at  Longwood  House  (as  appears 
from  letter  37),  and  who  had  been  hired  in  place  of  Santini 
and  two  others,  sent  away  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  in  1816. 

Indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  get  rid  of  me,  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  (who  on  the  17th  of  February,  1818,  had  threatened 
to  give  an  order  prohibiting  my  being  received  into  society  in 
the  island,  if  I  did  not  comply  -with  his  verbal  insinuations), 
[26]  endeavored  to  disgust  and  annoy  me  by  every  kind  of 
ill-treatment.  The  officers  of  the  5'3d  regiment  had  done  me 
the  honor  of  selecting  me  an  honorary  member  of  their  mess, 
and,  on  their  departure  from  the  island,  the  officers  of  the  66th 
regiment,  at  the  proposal  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Nichol,  their  com- 
manding officer,  were  pleased  to  confer  a  similar  honor  upon 
me.     Sir  Hudson  Lowe  employed  Sir  Thomas  Reade  to  en- 

[25.]  "  Here  Mr.  O'Meara  distinctly  says  that  two  boj:€Sy  value  £6  or  £7 
each,  were  purchased,  one  of  which  was  given  to  Air.  Boys,  and  an  opportunity 
waited  for  to  effect  the  difficult  ta^k  of  consigning  the  other  Co  me.  The  story  told 
by  him  in  the  '  Exposition'  is  somewhat  different.  He  there  says,  '  /  bought 
one  which  I  thought  would  answer  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Saul  Solomon ;  and  as 
Mr.  Boys  was  upon  the  point  of  sailing  for  England,  it  w-as  delivered  by  me 
to  him,  with  General  Montholon's  compliments,  explainijig  at  the  same  time 
that,  when  a  similar  one  could  be  rKOCURED,  it  would  be  sent  to  Mr.  Vernon  !' 
Now  it  can  be  proved  that  tliis  box,  purchased  from  Mr.  Saul  Solomon,  was 
bought  on  the  2Sth  March,  and  cost  .£15.  In  his  letter  to  Colonel  Wynyard, 
Mr.  O'Meara  states  that  Mr.  Boys  received  the  box  when  he  breakfasted  with 
General  Montholon,  viz.  on  the  1th  March,  at  the  christening  of  one  of  Gen- 
eral Montholon's  children — twenty-one  days  only  before  the  box  had  been  pur- 
chased! Writing  to  Colonel  Wynyard  he  expresses  himself  differently: — 
'  Mr.  Boys,  having  breakfasted  with  General  Montholon,  received  £25  and  the 
box.'  Here,  however,  the  very  indefinite  word  ^subsequently'  is  introduced, 
which  can  be  made  to  signify  ajt  hour,  a  day,  week,  or  month  after,  as  may  best 
suit  his  purpose.  Mr.  Boys  returned  the  box  on  the  3d  April ;  the  conversa- 
tion between  Mr.  O'Meara  and  myself  took  place  on  the  Gth.  It  is  not  likely 
that  he  would  have  trusted  the  box  and  letter  to  remain  in  Mr.  Lewis  Solo- 
mon's shop  long  after  that.  Indeed,  the  impression  on  my  mind  was,  that 
Mr.  O'Meara  had  received  them  before  the  conversation  occurred.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  Mr.  L.  Solomon  can  testify  that  they  did  not  remain  in  his  shop 
until  the  24th,  as  asserted  by  Mr.  O'Meara." 

[26.]  "False.     No  such  order  was  ever  given,  or  intention  manifested." 
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deavor  to  fill  Lieut. -Colonel  Lascelles'  mind  (the  then  com- 
manding officer)  with  the  most  insidious  calumnies  against 
rne  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  Lieut. -Colonel  Lascelles  called 
on  Lieutenant  Reardon  of  the  regiment  (a  friend  of  mine),  to 
whom  he  related  that  it  had  been  insinuated  to  him  by  Sir 
Thom.as  Reade  that  I  had  become  displeasing  to  the  sight  of 
the  Governor  ;  that  the  officers  ought  to,  expel  me  from  their 
mess,  as  having  been  dishonored,  and  a  person  who  had  suf- 
fered insults  from  the  Governor,  who  had  turned  me  out  of 
his  house  ;  and  consequently,  that  I  was  unfit  for  their  so- 
ciety ;  insinuating  that  my  expulsion  would  be  very  agreeable 
to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who,  he  observed,  had  said  that  he  would 
consider  any  person  who  was  seen  to  associate  with  me  as  his 
personal  enemy  ;  as  will  appear  from  the  extracts  of  Lieuten- 
ant Reardon's  letter,  marked  38.  Lieut. -Colonel  Lascelles 
concluded  with  begging  of  Lieutenant  Reardon  to  persuade 
me  to  withdraw  privately  from  the  mess,  as  my  presence 
there  was  displeasing  to  the  Governor,  protesting  that,  not- 
withstanding, he  personally  had  a  great  esteem  for  me,  and 
that  all  he  desired  was  that  I  should  withdraw  privately  from 
the  mess  ;  and  that,  if  I  did  so,  he  liimself  would  be  one  of 
the  first  to  invite  me  to  dine  there  as  a  guest. 

Penetrating,  however,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  views,  and  re- 
flecting upon  the  opportunity  he  would  then  have  of  painting 
me  in  the  blackest  colors,  and  of  representing  that  my  conduct 
had  been  so  bad  as  to  compel  the  officers  of  the  66th  Regi- 
ment to  turn  me  out  of  the  mess,  if  I  slunk  away  secretly, 
and  moreover  being  conscious  of  upright  intentions  and  honor- 
able conduct,  I  immediately  wrote  to  Lieut. -Colonel  Lascelles 
the  letter  marked  39,  and  the  same  evening  met  him  coming 
to  see  me.  He  made  me  a  great  many  professions  of  friend- 
ship, protested  that  personally  he  had  a  great  esteem  for  my 
character,  but,  as  the  Governor  was  displeased  with  me,  he 
begged  I  would  withdraw  from  the  mess  as  an  honorary 
member  until  the  affair  between  the  Governor  and  myself 
was  settled  ;  that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  desired  that  I  should  no 
longer  mess  with  the  regiment,  and  that  he  was  afraid  of  his 
resentment  being  exercised  upon  himself  and  the  officers  of 
the  66th  regiment  if  he  did  not  comply  with  his  wishes ; 
adding  that  he  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  come  forward  and 
ask  me  to  dine  with  him  at  the  mess,  and  that  he  knew  there 
was  not  an  officer  in  the  regiment  who  would  not  "  feel  a 
pleasure  and  pride  in  doing  the  same  ;"  moreover,  that  he 
would  be  always  ready  to  step  forward  and  testify  "  to  the 
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strict  propriety  and  honor  of  my  conduct."  He  also  said  that 
he  had  been  shown  by  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  not  the  whole  or 
greater  part  of  the  correspondence,  but  some  secret  document 
which  had  never  been  communicated  to  me  (and  the  contents 
of  which  probably  were  false).  He  concluded  by  repeating 
the  professions  he  had  before  made,  in  which  sentiments  of 
esteem  for  me  he  declared  he  knew  every  officer  in  the  regi- 
ment participated.  1  replied  to  Lieut. -Colonel  Lascelles,  that 
clandestine  misrepresentations,  from  their  being  unknown  to 
me,  might  remain  unrefuted ;  that  no  person  was  secure  from 
the  breath  of  calumny  ;  that,  however,  I  was  ready  to  submit 
the  whole  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Governor  and 
myself  to  the  judgment  of  the  regiment,  or  to  submit  to  any 
other  scrutiny  which  he  or  they  might  devise,  and  to  abide 
by  their  decision  ;  but  that  I  never  would  renounce  the  honor 
which  the  officers  of  the  66th  Regiment  had  done  me  in 
granting  me  a  seat  at  their  table,  unless  (according  to  the 
custom  of  the  army)  by  a  vote  of  the  mess,  or  by  an  order 
from  the  Governor. 

This  answer  was  communicated  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who, 
foreseeing  that  the  consequence  of  his  conduct  was  submitted 
to  the  inspection  and  judgment  of  a  liberal  and  discerning 
corps  of  officers,  sent  an  order  by  Brigadier-General  Sir  George 
Bingham,  to  Lieut.-Oolonel  Lascelles,  to  exclude  me  from  the 
mess,  which  was  communicated  to  me  by  the  letter  marked 
No.  40  (written  by  Lieut.-Colonel  Lascelles),  without  assigning 
any  motive  for  an  act  until  then  unprecedented  in  the  army. 

Being  desirous  of  obtaining  every  authentic  information  to 
establish  the  fact  that  this  new  outrage  had  been  effected  by 
order  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  I  waited  the  next  day  upon  Gen- 
eral Sir  George  Bingham,  by  whom  I  was  received  in  a  very 
friendly  manner,  invited  to  breakfast,  and  informed  that 
he  had  been  commanded  to  carry  into  execution  the  order 
that  I  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  be  an  honorary 
member  of  the  66th  mess.  Having  obtained  the  informa- 
tion desired,  I  returned  to  Longwood  and  wrote  the  fare- 
well letter  marked  41  to  the  officers  of  the  66th  Regiment, 
to  which  the  answer  marked  42  was  returned  on  the  follow- 
ing morning. 

The  officers  of  the  66th  regiment  manifested  thus  honor- 
ably to  themselves,  upon  this  occasion,  the  indignation  which 
they  felt  at  such  arbitrary  and  unprecedented  conduct ;  and 
the  business,  instead  of  leaving  any  ambiguity  with  respect  to 
the  sentiments  entertained  by  the  regiment,  has  proclaimed 
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the  raiicov  and  tyranny  of  the  Governor,  and  the  opinion 
which  a  highly  distinguised  corps  of  oiSoers  entertained  of  the 
victim  of  his  oppression.  [27] 

Some  days  subsequent  to  this,  the  increasing  malady  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  rendered  the  employment  of  mercurial 
preparations  indispensable,  and  they  were  accordingly  com- 
menced on  the  11th  of  June,  1818  ;  but  an  interruption  of 
the  treatment  was  produced,  in  consequence  of  a  severe  catarrh 
caused  by  the  humidity  and  ruinous  state  of  the  wretched 
apartments  in  which  he  resides,  and  the  bleak  and  damp 
situation  of  the  building.  This  I  communicated  officially  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  in  writing,  by  the  letter  marked  43,  indis- 
position having  prevented  me  from  proceeding  personally  to 
Plantation  House. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  very  alarming  symptoms  having  ap- 
peared in  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  partly  produced  by  the  use  of 
the  mercury,  and  being  in  considerable  alarm  about  my  patient 
and  my  own  reputation — the  insinuation  which  had  been 
made  to  me,  and  the  great  responsibility  attached  to  me, 
having  rendered  me  most  scrupulously  cautious  about  my 
patient — I  insisted  upon  obtaining  what  I  had  frequently  be- 
fore most  forcibly  urged  the  necessity  of,  viz.  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  other  professional  men,  and  for  that  purpose  pro- 
posed to  call  in  any  of  the  following  medical  gentlemen  : — 
Messrs.  Baxter,  Stokoe,  Livingstone,  Henry,  and  Verling,  rec- 
ommending Messrs.  Baxter  and  Stokoe  as  the  two  first  on  the 
island.  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  however,  manifested  great  re- 
pugnance to  Mr.  Baxter,  whom  he  designated  as  having  been 
"  Chirurgien  Major  d'un  regiment  de  deserteurs  Corses,  dont 
Sir  H.  Lowe  avait  ete  le  Colonel,  et  parcequ'il  a  assiste  a  la 
reduction  de  faux  bulletins  sans  avoir  vu  le  malade,"  and  for 
other  reasons,  but  consented  to  see  Mr.  Stokoe,  who  was  sent 
for  about  half  past  six  in  the  morning.  At  about  three  p.m. 
Mr.  Stokoe  arrived  and  examined  the  medical  journal  of  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte's  case,  but  being  apprehensive  of  the  resent- 
ment which  would  be  wreaked  upon  him  if  his  opinion  should 
not  be  in  unison  with  secret  views,  and  being  a  man  possessed 
of  too  much  honor  to  reconcile  his  conscience  to  adapt  his 
testimony  to  such  views  in  order  to  pay  his  court,  he  begged 
to  decline  the  honor  of  seeing  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  unless  in 
the  presence  of  some  surgeon  specifically  chosen  by  Sir  Hudson 

[27.]  The  true  history  of  these  transactions  has  been  given  previously  in 
the  narrative,  vol.  i.  pp.  572-576.— W.  F. 
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Lowe  [28].  After  having  read  the  journal,  however,  he  gave 
me  his  opinion  that  the  disease  was  hepatitis,  and  strongly 
recommended  a  continuance  of  the  mercurial  treatment.  The 
same  day  I  was  sent  for  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  in  order  to 
make  verbal  reports  ;  but  not  conceiving  myself  justified  in 
leaving  Napoleon  Bonaparte  in  the  alarming  state  he  was, 
I  wrote  to  Major  Gorrequer  the  letter  marked  44,  for  the  in- 
formation of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who  was  then  recovering  him- 
self from  a  severe  fit  of  illness. 

Some  days  subsequent  to  this.  Captain  Blakeney,  the  orderly 
officer  at  Longwood  (who  had  long  been  weary  of  a  situation 
in  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  obliges  British  officers  to  degrade 
themselves  by  performing  the  duties  of  a  gendarme,  and  whose 
honorable  feeelings  and  sentiments  were  wounded  by  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe's  having  required  him  to  make  a  report  of  the 
conversation  and  actions  of  the  persons  with  whom  he  daily 
sat  down  to  table  in  that  confidence  always  existing  among 
brother  officers),  [29]  obtained  his  release,  and  was  replaced 
by  Lieut.-Colonel  Lyster,  who  formerly  belonged  to  the  same 
regiment  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and  now  holds  the  temporaiy 
and  local  rank  of  Lieut.-Colonel,  in  virtue  of  his  situation  as 
Inspector  of  Militia.  He  was  accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Jackson  of  the  staff  corps,  who  had  been  before  Observer  upon 
General  Gourgaud,  from  the  time  of  the  latter's  having  quitted 
Longwood  until  his  final  departure  from  the  island.  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Lyster  was  sent  by  direction  of  the  Adjutant-General, 
Sir  Thomas  Reade,  to  Longwood,  in  my  absence,  with  orders, 
as  he  said,  to  take  possession  of  the  quarters  which  had  been 
allotted  to  the  orderly  officer  and  surgeon,  which  he  executed 
by  seizing  upon  (in  my  absence  and  without  any  previous  inti- 
mation to  me)  the  common  mess  and  store  rooms,  mess  ar- 

[28.]  Upon  this  statement,  Rear-Admiral  Plampin  wrote,  "An  impudent 
falsehood.  Mr.  Stokoe  informed  me,  on  his  return  from  Longwood,  that  he 
desired  O'lMeara  to  name  to  Bonaparte,  Verling,  Baxter,  and  others,  and  re- 
quested him  to  name  one  to  be  present."  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  observes,  "  Vide 
Mr.  O'Meara's  letter  of  July  10,  1818,  and  that  of  Mr.  Stokoe  of  July  13, 1818, 
as  to  the  causes  of  the  latter  at  that  time  not  seeing  Napoleon  Bonaparte, 
in  neither  of  which  a  word  is  said  about  a  surgeon  chosen  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 
The  more  natural  inference  is,  that  Mr.  Stokoe,  when  called  upon  to  attend 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  in  July,  1818,  in  company  with  Mr.  O'Meara,  wished 
another  medical  man  to  divide  with  him  the  responsibility  of  adopting  Mr. 
O'Meara's  opinions  as  to  the  malady,  and  did  not  then  choose  to  trust  him- 
self with  Mr.  O'Meara  alone  {vide  vol.  i.  p.  577).  What  became,  however,  of 
all  Mr.  Stokoe's  apprehensions  of  responsibility  {vide  his  letter  of  July  13), 
when  he  did  consent  to  see  Napoleon  Bonaparte  alone  in  January,  1819  ?" 

[29.]  Captain  Blakeney  declared  a  similar  statement  by  Count  Bertrand 
to  be  "/a?sfi,"  and  "a7i  infamous  calumny.^*  He  says  he  resigned  because  his 
situation  deprived  him  of  the  society  of  his  brother  officers. — W.  F. 
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tides,  &c.,  furnished  by  Government  for  the  joint  mess  of  the 
orderly  officer  and  surgeon ;  and  on  my  arrival  I  found  his 
servants  busied  in  turning  my  effects  out  of  doors.  He  con- 
cluded his  proceedings  upon  that  day  by  avowing  most  ime- 
quivocally  the  nature  of  his  own  and  of  Lieutenant  Jackson's 
employment  to  General  Montholon,  to  whom  he  signified, 
when  asked  if  there  were  two  orderly  officers,  and  for  what 
purpose  Lieutenant  Jackson  was  sent  to  Longwood,  "  parceque 
quatre  yeux  sont  mieux  que  deux."  His  outrageous  conduct 
obliged  me  to  send  him  the  letter  marked  45,  and  the  letters 
46,  47,  48,  followed.  He  also  gave  the  Governor's  orders  that 
the  officer  of  the  guard  should  examine  minutely  every  bundle, 
packet,  or  parcel  entering  or  going  out  of  Longwood,  not  ex- 
cepting even  the  foul  linen  of  the  French  ladies,  giving  as  a 
reason  that,  if  this  were  not  done,  peradveiiture  Bonaparte 
(whom  at  the  same  time  he  fervently  wished  in  the  possession 
of  the  devil),  "  might  be  able  to  procure  some  books."  [29a] 
On  the  22d  of  July,  a  protest  against  the  further  continuance 
of  Lieut. -Colonel  Lyster  at  Longwood  was  (by  order  of  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte)  written  by  Count  Bertrand,  and  grounded 
upon  reasons  stated  in  49. 

The  protest  was  shown  by  Sij-  H.  Lowe  to  Lieut. -Colonel 
Lyster,  who,  on  the. 24th  of  July  sent  a  written  challenge  to 
fight  a  duel  to  Count  Bertrand,  marked  No.  50,  which  was 
delivered  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Jackson  to  Count  Ber- 
trand. In  it  he  stigmatized  the  Count  as  a  base  and  infamous 
sycophant  of  the  far-famed  Corsican,  and  concluded  by  oflering 
to  provide  him  with  pistols  for  the  rencontre,  which  he  pro- 
posed should  take  place  on  the  following  morning.  Count 
Bertrand,  considering  him  as  a  second,  inclosed  a  copy  of  his 
letter  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  with  the  letter  marked  51.  The 
next  morning  another  defiance  was  written  by  Lieutenant 
Jackson,  on  the  part  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Lyster,  to  Count  Ber- 
trand, demanding  that  the  time  and  place  should  be  named 
forthwith,  and  was  soon  followed  by  a  second  from  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Lyster  himself,  written  in  some  more  opprobrious  terms 
than  the  first ;  and  on  the  25th  of  July,  Lieut. -Colonel  Lyster 
was  removed  from  Longwood,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  52. 

I  must  take  the  liberty.  Sir,  of  calling  your  attention  to 
compare  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  conduct  in  this  instance  with 
that  pursued  by  him  in  April  last,  on  the  occasion  of  my 
havitio-  simply  written  a  letter  to  Count  Bertrand  announcing 

r29a.]  The  utter  falsehood  of  this  statement  has  been  shown  in  the  note 
at  p.  618  of  the  first  volume.— W.  F. 
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my  resignation  and  motives  for  so  doing.  The  latter  action 
was  pronounced  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  in  his  judicial  capaci- 
ty as  Grovernor,  highly  ciiminal  and  punishable  ;  but  in  the 
former  a  most  indecent  provocation  to  commit  murder,  be- 
cause given  by  two  of  his  own  agents,  was  not  only  tolerated, 
but  attempted  to  be  extenuated,  and  one  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned still  retained  in  office  in  the  place  where  the  offense 
was  committed.  The  circumstance  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's 
having  shown  Count  Bertrand's  letter  to  Lieut. -Colonel  Lyster, 
I  presume,  Sir,  needs  no  comment. 

On  the  25th  July  last,  at  about  half-past  four  p.m.,  Cap- 
tain Blakeney,  who  had  been  sent  to  Longwood  again  to 
supersede  Lieut. -Colonel  Lyster,  delivered  to  me  the  letter 
marked  63,  which  he  had  been  specially  ordered  by  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Wynyard  (Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  military  secretary)  to 
give  into  my  own  hands.  This  letter  contained  a  command, 
without  any  previous  intimation  or  warning  having  been 
given  either  to  the  inhabitants  of  Longwood  or  myself,  [30] 
for  me  to  quit  Longwood  forthwith  without  seeing  any  of  my 
patients.  Humanity,  the  duties  of  the  profession,  and  the 
situation  of  my  principal  patient,  then  very  ill  and  requiring 
a  daily  administration  of  medicine,  alike  forbade  a  compliance 
with  this  unfeeling  command,  and  I  proceeded  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte's  apartment,  to  whom  I  communicated  the  orders 
I  had  received,  gave  my  advice  for  the  continuance  of  the 
remedies  he  was  taking  and  the  practice  I  thought  he  should 
follow,  recommended  him  to  choose  a  surgeon  among  some 
gentlemen  whom  I  named,  until  the  arrival  of  the  physician 
expected  from  France  or  Italy,  received  his  farewell,  and  de- 
parted, after  having  furnished  his  valet-de-chambre  with  a 
supply  of  the  medicines  he  had  been  taking  for  six  weeks. 
At  this  time  also  a  letter  was  received  by  General  Montholon 
from  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  in  which  he  announced  my  removal 
and  again  proposed  Mr.  Baxter  (whom  a  few  days  before  he 
had  endeavored  to  introduce)  as  a  substitute  for  me,  as  will 
be  seen  from  letter  54.  This  proposal  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
answered  by  declaring,  "  Je  ne  prendrai  des  remedes,  je  ne 
recevrai  des  soins,  que  de  men  propre  medecin  ;  et  si  j'en  suis 
prive,  je  n'en  recevrai  de  personne,  et  je  me  tiendrai  pour 
assassine  par  lui  ;"  and  the  reply  No.  55  was  sent  by  Gen- 
eral Montholon  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

During  my   absence  from    my   apartment  Lieut. -Colonel 

[30.]  "  Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard  was  instructed  to  allow  Dr.  O'Meara  to 
see  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  but  in  the  presence  of  a  second  person." 
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Wynyard  had,  without  my  knowledge,  taken  upon  himself  to 
order  my  servants  to  pack  up  my  effects,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  do  with  great  precipitation  and  in  open  trunks  [31] 
On  my  return  I  put  what  money  I  had  in  gold  in  my  pockets, 
and  consigned  600  or  700  dollars  to  Captain  Blakeney  in  or- 
der to  be  sent  to  me  on  the  following  morning,  put  some  pres- 
ents I  had  received  into  my  pockets,  and  several  articles  of 
jewelry  (some  of  them  very  valuable)  into  my  writing- 
desk,  in  the  presence  of  three  witnesses,  and  left  Longwood, 
after  having  received  a  specific  promise  from  Lieut. -Colonel 
Wynyard  (to  whom  I  explained  the  open  and  insecure  state 
of  my  things)  that  one  of  my  servants  should  be  permitted  to 
remain  with  my  baggage  at  Hutt's  Gate,  where  he  informed 
me  that  it  must  be  deposited  for  that  night.  Instead  of  ful- 
filling this  promise,  however,  the  moment  it  arrived  at  Hutt's 
Gate  it  was  received  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard,  who  had 
galloped  on  for  that  purpose,  and  who,  acting  no  doubt  ac- 
cording to  orders  from  the  Governor,  compelled  my  servants 
to  abandon  it  to  persons  in  the  Government  employ,  and  pro- 
ceed themselves  to  Brigade-Major  Harrison,  who  had  orders 
to  send  them  off  to  town  forthwith,  directing  one  of  them  to 
return  on  the  following  morning  in  order  to  have  the  remain- 
der of  my  baggage  and  his  own  delivered  up  to  him.  Instead 
of  fulfilling  this,  however,  Jones,  the  man  who  went  up  in 
obedience  to  these  directions,  and  to  a  signal  made  from  Plan- 
tation House,  was  upon  his  arrival  seized,  thrown  into  the 
guard-room,  detained  there  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  permis- 
sion to  see  my  effects.  The  following  day,  I  reported  myself 
to  Admiral  Plampin,  by  whose  secretary,  Mr.  Elliott,  I  was 
informed,  by  the  Admiral's  directions,  that  I  was  to  proceed 
to  England  in  the  Griffon,  and  from  whom  I  obtained  per- 
mission to  remain  on  shore  until  the  Griffon  was  ready  to 
sail.  On  my  return  to  town,  at  two  p.m.,  feeling  the  necessi- 
ty there  was  of  promptly  affording  medical  assistance  to  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte,  and  conceiving  that  humanity  would  have 
sug<rested  to  any  one  possessing  the  feelings  of  a  man  the 
propriety  of  sending  to  me  whatever  surgeon  might  be 
chosen  to  replace   me,  in  order  that   he   might  be  able  to 

rsl  1  O'Meara  repeated  this  story  in  his  "  Exposition ;"  and  Lieut.-Colonel 
Wvnvard  drew  up  a  refutation  of  the  statement  aceompanied  by  authentic 
Wynyara  ore        p  misrepresentations  of  that  work,  "  though  he  con- 

siS  1   •''  he  ^IX"  aLo^ra'ieflect.on  on  the  character  of  a  British  officer  ^ 
fo  be  Ob  sed  to  vindicate  himself  from  aspersions  invented  by  a  man  of  Mr. 
O'Meara'f  principles,  and  published  in  a  work  notorious  for  its  falsehood."- 
W.  F. 

Vol.  II.— C  c 
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make  himself  fully  acquainted  with  the  case,  and  consult 
with  me  touching  the  practice  necessary  to  be  followed,  [32] 
I  wrote  to  Major  Gorrequer,  for  the  Governor's  information, 
the  letter  marked  56,  which  was  returned  to  me  unopened 
with  letter  57. 

About  half-past  four,  Mr.  Baxter  (whom  the  Governor  had 
been  lately  so  often  informed.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  would 
never  receive  either  as  a  private  or  consulting  surgeon)  came 
to  me  and  read  some  extracts  of  a  letter  said  by  him  to  hava 
been  written  by  directions  of  the  Governor,  and  which  con- 
tained a  demand  for  my  medical  journal  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte's complaint,  and  fcir  copies  of  all  the  bulletins,  which 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  before  refused  to  receive,  and  had  re- 
turned when  sent  to  him.  I  replied  to  Mr.  Baxter,  first,  that 
I  had  not  yet  received  my  baggage,  which  had  been  detained 
at  Hutt's  Gate  ;  secondly,  that  the  journal  in  question  was 
not  among  the  papers  contained  in  my  baggage  ;  thirdly, 
that,  even  if  it  were,  I  would  not  not  think  it  consistent  with 
propriety,  with  the  respect  due  to  the  patient,  or  with  the 
rules  of  the  profession,  to  deliver  it  up  into  the  hands  of  a 
strange  surgeon,  not  called  in  by  him,  without  having  first 
obtained  his  consent;  that,  provided  it  was  granted,  I  had  no 
objection  to  the  journal's  being  given  to  him,  but  that  com- 
mon delicacy  and  the  rules  of  the  profession  required  that, 
prior  to  my  making  known  my  patient's  case  to  a  strange 
surgeon,  his  consent  should  be  first  obtained,  and  that  acting 
otherwise  would  be  a  breach  of  that  confidence  which  the 
sick  repose  in  their  medical  attendants  ;  fourthly,  that  the 
journal  had  been  left  at  Longwood  in  the  possession  of  the 
person  appointed  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte  to  receive  it,  viz. 
Count  Bertrand  ;  fifthly,  that  I  was  ready  to  give  him  copies 
of  the  bulletins  as  soon  as  my  papers  arrived,  as  the  Governor 
was  entitled  to  a  copy  of  them,  and  I  had  frequently  befbro 
offered  them,  and  even  sent  him  one,  which  had  been  re- 
turned, with  a  prohibition  to  send  any  more,  and  an  accusa- 
tion of  unlawful  conduct. 

[32.]  "  Vide  Mr.  Baxter's  letter  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  of  July  26,  1818, 
proving  that  he  was  sent  to  Mr.  O'Meara,  and  that  Mr.  O'Meara  had  refused 
to  show  his  Journal,  or  make  him  acquainted  with  the  case.  Vide  also  Major 
Gorrequer's  letter  to  Mr.  O'Meara,  of  July  26,  1818,  returning  Mr.O'Meara's 
letter,  proving  that  Mr.  Baxter  had  Ijeen  sent  to  Mr.  O'Meara.  and  had  brought 
the  Governor  his  answer,  before  Mr.  O'Meara's  letter  was  received  by  Major 
Gorrequer.  Why  did  Mr.  O'Meara  refuse  to  exhibit  the  Journal?  Did  not 
even  humanity  require  it  ?  At  the  island  of  Ascension,  Mr.  O'Meara  told  Mr. 
Hall,  surgeon  of  H.M.S.  Favorite,  he  was  taking  the  Journal  home  to  lay  it 
before  Ministers." 
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Mr.  Baxter  replied  that  this  would  not  answer,  and  that  he 
must  either  have  the  journal  itself  or  a  copy  of  it,  and  added, 
after  a  good  deal  of  hesitation,  that  he  would  give  up  any 
patient's  case  to  a  strange  surgeon  without  ever  consulting 
the  sick  person,  or  indeed  caring  about  his  feelings.  I  re- 
phed  to  Mr.  Baxter  that  he  might  do  so,  but  I  certainly 
would  not  ;  he  then  observed  that  Dr.  Verling  had  been  sent 
to  Longwood  by  the  Governor's  orders,  and  that  the  French 
might  consult  him  (Dr.  Verling)  or  let  it  alone,  insinuating 
that,  if  they  did  not  choose  to  do  so,  they  would  get  nobody 
else. 

Directly  after  this  Mr.  Weston,  the  jailer  of  the  common 
prison  [33]  of  the  island,  who  had  been  waiting  at  Sir 
'rhomas  Reade's  house,  came  and  informed  me  that  he  had 
received  orders  from  the  Governor  to  see  me  off  the  island  ; 
that  I  must  depart  within  an  hour,  and  not  proceed  farther 
up  in  the  town  than  the  church,  near  to  which  I  was  then 
standing.  I  demanded  his  authority  ;  he  showed  me  a 
written  order  to  that  effect,  of  which  the  letter  marked  68 
is  a  true  copy  attested  by  himself  I  then  wrote  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Brooke  the  letter  59,  and,  signal  having  been  made  for  a 
lieutenant  of  the  Griffon,  I  proceeded  down  to  the  beach  to 
embark,  guarded  by  the  jailer  and  dogged  by  two  police 
sergeants. 

The  following  morning  I  received  a  letter  by  which  I  was 
informed  that  my  baggage  had  been  secretly  rummaged  and 
my  papers  examined  at  Hutt's  Gate.     No.  60. 

None  of  my  creditors  or  debtors  were  allowed  access  to 
me,  nor  was  I  permitted  to  proceed  on  shore  to  them  to  set- 
tle my  accounts  ;  and  Lieutenant  Reardon,  of  the  66th  regi- 
ment, who  by  application  of  Brigadier-General  Sir  George 
Bingham  to  the  Governor,  was  allowed  to  transact  my  affairs, 
was  not  permitted  to  come  on  board  in  order  to  obtain  the 
necessary  information  for  that  purpose  from  me,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  extracts  No.  61.  Several  officers  and  some  of  the 
most  respectable  inhabitants  [34]  who  asked  permission  to 
go  on  board  of  the  Griffon  to  see  me  were  refused  with  as- 
perity and  menaces;  but  as  it  M-as  not  in  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's 
power  to  prevent  naval  officers  from  visiting  me,  he  was 
obliged  to  content  himself  with  placing  a  spy  on  Ladder  Hill, 
with  orders  to  watch  the  Griffon  and  report  the  names  of  all 


[33.]  "  Mr.  Weston  was  Marshal  of  the  Civil  Court." 
[34.1  "  As  no  individual  is  here  named,  it  becomes  impossible  to  reply ; 
but  the  whole  is  a  fabrication." 
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persons  who  visited  her,  [35]  among  whom  were  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  officers  of  the  squadron,  of  all  ranks. 

On  Thursday  the  28th,  (after  having  heeii  kept  for  three 
days  destitute  of  clothes)  part  of  my  baggage  was  sent  to  me. 
Upon  opening  my  writing-desk  I  found  that  advantage  had 
been  taken  of  the  time  it  was  in  the  custody  of  the  Govern- 
or's agents  (in  whose  possession  it  had  remained  from  the 
time  that  Lieut. -Colonel  Wynyard  took  charge  of  it  until  it 
was  delivered  to  my  servant  on  the  27th)  to  take  out  all  the 
jewelry  (with  the  exception  of  a  cornelian  necklace),  some 
of  which  were  inestimable  to  me,  in  consequence  of  having 
received  them  as  presents. 

The  firm  of  Cole  and  Co.  having  applied  to  the  Governor 
for  permission  to  go  on  board  the  Grifibn,  in  order  to  settle 
their  accounts  with  me,  it  was  refused  to  any  of  the  principals 
of  the  house,  but  Sir  H.  Lowe  selected  out  one  of  the  clerks, 
whom  he  named  and  sent  on  board  the  Griffon,  with  directions 
to  report  on  his  return  every  thing  I  had  said,  and  to  bring  any 
letters  he  might  receive  from  me  to  Sir  Thomas  Eeade  ;  he 
was  accordingly  followed  to  the  beach  by  two  police  sergeants, 
who  lay  in  wait  for  him  at  his  return,  in  order  to  conduct  him 
to  the  place  of  interrogation.     Letter  62. 

In  consequence  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  having  refused  to 
permit  any  personal  explanation  between  my  creditors,  debt- 
ors, and  myself,  I  have  suflered  a  loss  of  about  £200  sterling, 
which  I  was  myself  obliged  to  pay  rather  than  run  the  risk 
of  making  an  improper  charge  upon  others.  After  having 
well  examined  my  trunks,  in  order  to  ascertain  correctly  the 
number  of  things  taken  out  while  my  baggage  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governor's  agents,  I  conceived  it  necessary,  as 
the  Governor  had  refused  to  receive  any  communication  from 
me,  to  apply  to  the  chief  of  my  own  department  for  redress ; 
and,  accordingly,  upon  the  30th  July,  wrote  to  Admiral 
Plampin  the  letter  marked  63  which,  with  his  reply  64, 
and  my  letter  of  explanation  marked  65,  I  have  the  honor  to 
annex. 

The  next  morning  I  was  summoned  on  shore  by  the  civil 
magistrate  by  letter  66,  in  order  to  make  my  deposition.  I 
had,  however,  scarcely  proceeded  fifty  paces  along  the  Ma- 
rine ere  I  was  arrested  by  a  sentinel  in  consequence  of  orders 
from  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  (although  accompanied  at  the  mo- 
ment by  Mr.  Heale,  the  civil  officer,  sent  off  by  Mr.  Brooke 
to  summon  me  on  shore),   and   detained   until   released  by 

35. 'J  "  This  is  a  deliberate  falsehood." 
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Town-Major  Cole.  Upon  my  arrival  at  the  Castle,  after 
having  sworn,  to  the  best  of  my  belief  and  knowledge,  to  the 
truth  of  the  statement  of  the  losses  as  detailed  in  the  letter 
63,  I  was  interrogated  on  oath  by  the  magistrate,  but  a  copy 
of  my  deposition,  by  order  of  Sir  H.  Lowe,  [36]  was  refused 
to  my  application,  and  I  have  never  been  informed  that  any 
recovery  of  my  property  has  been  effected,  or  of  what  meas- 
ures may  have  been  had  recourse  to  in  order  to  discover  and 
bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators. 

The  deposition  of  my  servant  I  have  also  the  honor  to  en- 
close. 

In  closing  my  professional  connection  with  Napoleon  Bo- 
naparte, I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  their  Lordships  a 
short  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  his  health  has  been 
and  may  be  further  affected  by  the  climate  in  which  he  now 
resides,  and  by  the  treatment  which  he,  his  companions  and 
followers,  have  habitually  experienced. 

Almost  immediately  after  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  arrival  in 
St.  Helena,  he  endeavored  to  prevent  all  intercourse  between 
the  prisoners  at  Longwood  and  the  officers,  inhabitants,  and 
others.  His  desire  to  accomplish  this  induced  him  to  inform 
Count  Bertrand  that  the  French  were  not  permitted  to  make 
purchases  in  the  shops ;  and  that,  if  they  had  done  so  previ- 
ously to  his  arrival,  it  was  only  an  abuse  and  not  in  conse- 
quence of  a  right.  In  "furtherance  of  this  he  also  sent  his 
aide-de-camp.  Major  Gorrequer,  round  to  the  different  shop- 
keepers to  forbid  them  selling  the  French  any  goods  unless  for 
ready  money,  menacing  them  with  the  severest  punishments 
if  guilty  of  any  infraction  of  this  order.  [37]  Some  were  even 
prohibited  from  selling  them  articles  for  ready  money.     He 

[36.]  "  The  magistrate  (Sir  George  Bingham)  refused  it  of  his  own  au- 
thority. No  application  was  made  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  the  subject." 
Sir  George  Bingham  said,  "'As  acting  Member  of  Council,  it  was  my  turn 
to  attend  to  the  police  duty  of  the  island  for  the  quarter  during  which  the 
complaint  was  made.  I  therefore  received  Mr.  O'Meara's  deposition  on 
oath,  in  form  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Rear-Admiral  Plampin ;  and  I  put 
such  interrogatories  as  I  thought  would  best  tend  to  elucidate  the  affair  in 
question.  Nothing  beyond  a  liglit  suspicion  could  attach  to  any  of  those 
examined.  The  persons  who  had  at  anytime  Mr.  O'Meara's  baggage  under 
their  charge  were'  searched,  but  no  trace  appeared  the  least  likely  to  lead  to 
a  discovery  of  where  the  articles  were  said  to  have  been  lost,  or  by  whom 
they  had  been  taken.  1  refused  Mr.  O'Meara  a  copy  of  his  examination, 
and  I  grounded  my  refusal  not  on  any  reference  to  the  Governor,  but  having 
been  informed  by  R.  Leall,  Esq.,  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  that  it  was  not 
cu.stomary." 

[37.]  'This  was  denied  by  Major  Gorrequer  on  oath,  in  February,  1823,  at 
the  time  of  the  application  for  a  criminal  information  against  O'Meara  for 
libel.— W.  F. 
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also  prevented  the  officers  of  the  53d  regiment,  the  inhahit- 
ants,  and  others  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Mad- 
ame Bertrand  and  Longwood,  from  any  further  continuance 
of  their  visits,  either  by  direct  prohibitions,  insinuations,  or 
by  obliging  them  to  go  through  degrading  formalities  and  in- 
terrogations [38].  On  the  30th  September,  1816,  he  reduced 
the  allowance  of  provisions,  wines,  &:c.,  to  the  amount  de- 
scribed in  the  scale  marked  C,  the  quantities  fixed  in  which 
were  designated  by  himself,  although  his  aide-de-camp  Major 
Gorrequer  [39]  was  informed  by  General  Montholon,  in  my 
presence,  of  the  total  insufficiency  of  the  quantities  fixed  by 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  which  was  confirmed  to  him  and  his  aide- 
de-eamp  both  by  the  orderly  officer  and  myself,  and  he  was 
also  warned  by  us  that  the  maitre-d'hotel  had  ordered  a  quan- 
tity of  plate  to  be  broken  up  in  order  to  provide  money  for  the 
purchase  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  [40]  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  which  was  not  allowed  by  him.  No  further  steps,  how- 
ever, were  adopted  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  than  ordering  that 
the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  plate  amounting  in 
the  first  instance  to  about  £238,  should  not  be  received  by 
them,  but  should  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  purveyor, 
to  be  drawn  from  time  to  time  in  small  sums.  An  explana- 
tion given  to  him  by  the  maitre-d'hotel  on  the  30th  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  in  which  the  deficiencies  ^vere  specifically  and  in- 
dividually enumerated,  and  an  account  given  to  him  of  each 
and  every  article  purchased,  produced  no  other  amelioration 
or  augmentation  than  a  countermand  of  an  order  he  had  just 
given  for  a  further  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  bread  on  the 
departure  of  Count  Las  Cases.  A  similar  explanation  had 
been  also  frequently  given  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  by  myself, 
more  particularly  on  the  4th  December,  1816,  on  which  day 
I  enumerated  to  him  individually  the  deficiencies  and  the  arti- 
cles purchased  by  them.  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  however,  was 
directed  to  assist  the  maitre-d'hotel  in  preserving  the  provi- 
sions which  he  purchased  with  the  plate  money  (which  plate 
was  bought  by  the  Governor  himself,  [41]  who  paid  the  price 
of  it  at  5s.  the  ounce);  and  an  order  was  given  in  writing  by 
the  Governor,  directing  Mr.  Breame,  the  Company's  farmer, 

[38.]  This  was  denied  on  oath  by  several  witnesses  in  1823. — W.  F. 

[39.]  Major  Gorrequer's  answer  to  the  statement  about  provisions  has 
been  given  in  the  text.     Vide  pp.  25^6,  ante. — W,  F. 

[40.]  See  O'Meara's  statement,  that  Bonaparte  admitted  to  him  that  the 
plate  was  broken  up  for  the  purpose  of  creating  an  effect,  vol.  i.  p.  249. — 

[41.]  "  The  Governor  has  never  even  seen  the  plate  in  question." 
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to  supply  the  French  monthly  with  a  stipulated  quantity  of 
veal  at  their  own  expense  (a  compliance  with  which  caused 
him  subsequently  to  be  turned  out  of  his  situation  by  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  [42]  which  act  was  disapproved  by  the  Court 
of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  Mr.  Breame 
was  reinstated).  Mr.  Balcombe,  the  purveyor,  having  been 
rigidly  restricted  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  a  certain  price  in 
the  purchase  of  sheep,  the  mutton  was  frequently  of  a  very 
bad  quality,  as  no  good  sheep  were  to  be  obtained  from  the 
farmers  at  the  price  fixed  by  him,  although  good  ones  were 
to  be  purchased  at  a  considei-able  increase. 

Similar  restrictions  in  the  price  of  the  poultry  also  frequently 
prevented  any  of  good  quality  from  arriving  at  Longwood. 
The  beef,  until  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  thought  proper,  in  October, 
1817,  to  order  that  island  bullocks  should  be  slaughtered,  was 
almost  invariably  of  a  bad  quality,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
frequent  representations  to  that  eflect  made  both  by  the  orderly 
officer  and  myself,  no  amelioration  of  consequence  took  place 
until  that  period,  and  the  meat,  originally  bad  in  quality,  frorn 
being  carted  up  in  the  sun  was  often  on  its  arrival  stinking 
and  unfit  for  human  use.  The  same  took  place  also  with 
many  other  edibles,  and  several  articles  indispensable  to  the 
table  were  frequently  of  bad  quality,  in  consequence  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe's  having  compelled  the  purveyor  to  purchase 
damaged  and  musty  provisions  out  of  the  Company's  stores, 
because  they  were  to  be  obtained  much  cheaper  there  than 
good  and  merchantable  articles  of  the  same  kind  could  be  pur- 
chased in  the  shops.  In  doing  this,  he  acted  directly  contrary 
to  the  system  established  by  Sir  George  Cockburn,  who  had 
ordered  the  purveyor  to  provide  invariably  the  best  articles  for 
the  French  at  any  price  by  which  they  might  be  obtained. 
The  bread  also  was  in  general  extremely  bad,  and  the  water 
invariably  so  during  the  .summer  months. 

Soon  after  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  arrival  fresh  butter  was  no 
longer  sent  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  ;  and  I  have  been  credibly 
informed  that  the  milk  of  the  cows  specifically  destined  for 
that  purpose  by  Sir  George  Cockburn  was  ordered  by  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  to  be  sent  to  his  own  house""  [43]. 

And  savings  made  by  the  French  in  articles  allowed  by  the 
Governor,  and  not  consumed   by  them  (the  English  confec- 


r42  1  "  Mr  Breame  was  removed  from  the  superintendence  of  the  Com- 
cany's  farms  on  grounds  which  were  fully  detailed  to  the  Court  of  Directors." 

[43  1  All  these  charges  respecting  the  want  or  badness  of  provisions  were 
answered  by  Major  Gorrequer.     Vide  pp.  25-46,  ante.—W.  F. 
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tionery,  for  example,  [44]  were  ordered  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
to  be  credited  to  the  account  of  Government,  instead  of  allow- 
ing the  French  to  balance  by  means  of  them  (as  they  desired) 
any  increased  consumption  in  other  articles  beyond  the  amount 
indicated  in  the  scale  C. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1816,  he  issued  the  code  of  restric- 
tions marked  D,  by  which  he  reduced  the  limits  from  the 
large  space  estabhshed  by  Sir  George  Cockburn,  to  a  road  of 
twelve  feet  wide,  prohibiting  the  French  from  stirring  off  it 
and  speaking  to  any  person  they  might  meet  unless  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  British  officer,  from  entering  into  any  houses  ;  and 
Sir  Thomas  Reade  suggested  that  it  would  be  riglit  to  deprive 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  of  his  books  if  he  did  not  comply  with 
whatever  Sir  Hud.son  Lowe  desired.  [45] 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  afso  rigidly  prohibited  that  any  person 
should  lend  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  or  any  of  the  French,  books, 
pamphlets,  and,  above  all,  newspapers.  Even  the  newspapers 
sent  by  his  Majesty's  Government  were  first  examined  by 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  at  his  own  house,  and  only  such  as  he 
pleased  sent  to  the  French  prisoners.  This  fact  I  personally 
ascertained  at  Plantation  House  and  Longwood.  In  order  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  newspapers  reaching  Longwood,  he 
caused  Sir  Thomas  Reade  to  attend  at  the  post-office  at  the 
opening  of  the  mails,  by  whom  newspapers  arriving  for  other 
British  subjects  were  seized  and  sent  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  ; 
and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  himself  required  and  endeavored  to 
compel  Mr.  Cole,  the  postmaster,  to  furnish  him  with  all  such 
letters  addressed  to  British  subjects  residing  in  St.  Helena  as 
he  thought  proper,  in  order  that  he  might  secretly  open  them 
and  examine  their  contents.  [46]  He  even  required  of  me  to 
render  him  an  account  of  what  books  I  received  or  purchased  ; 
and  on  the  I2th  of  September,  1817,  he  reproached  me,  in  a 
manner  unusual  among  gentlemen,  for  having  in  my  posses- 
sion the  following  pamphlets  without  acquainting  him  ;   [47] 

[44.]  *'  Half  of  the  sum  appropriated  in  tiie  schedule  for  confectionery  hav- 
ing been  represented  by  the  maitre-d'hotel,  through  the  pur%'eyor,  as  suffi- 
cient for  the  use  of  the  establishment,  and  a  request  made  that  the  surplus 
might  be  applied  to  an  increase  of  vegetables,  the  following  memorandum 
was  sent  by  Major  Gorrequer  to  the  purveyor,  and  from  that  date  acted  upon : 
— '  Nov.  21,  1816.  If  the  whole  sum  for  confectioneiy  is  not  used,  the  sav- 
ing under  that  head  may  be  laid  out  in  vegetables,  if  so  required.'  '* 

[45.]  "This  is  an  infamous  falsehood.'* 

[46.]  See  Mr.  Cole's  letter  at  p.  1 19  for  arefutationof  these  assertions. — W.F. 

[47.]  "All  these  magazines  were  received  at  the  same  time,  and  contained 
reviews  of  Mr.  Warden's  book,  which  he  sent  to  Dr.  O'Moara  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and  his  followers.  They  were  given  to  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  by  Dr.  O'Meara  himself." 
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— "The  British  Ladies'  Magazine,"  January,  1817;  "New 
Monthly  Magazine,"  ditto  ;  "  European  Magazine,"  for  De- 
cember, 1816;  "Eclectic  Review,"  January,  1817;  "  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine,"  December,  1816;  "  Monthly  Review," 
December,  1816  ;  "  Ackerman's  Repository,"  January,  1817  ; 
all  of  which  he  obliged  me  to  send  forthwith  to  his  house, 
where  they  have  beefi  ever  since  detained.  He  also  inter- 
dicted me  most  positively,  on  that  day  and  many  others,  from 
either  lending  books,  newspapers,  or  even  communicating  in- 
formation derived  by  me  from  books  or  papers,  either  to  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  himself  or  to  any  of  his  suite,  under  pain 
of  being  considered  a  bearer  of  unauthorized  communications, 
and  punished  accordingly  for  a  breach  of  the  proclamation 
marked  A,  to  which  he  referred,  and  in  which  he  had  de- 
nounced such  communications  as  felonious. 

Verbal  communications  with  the  inhabitants  or  others  were 
in  a  similar  mamaer  prohibited  by  him  ;  and  every  thing  en- 
tering or  leaving  Longwood  for  the  French,  not  even  except- 
ing the  foul  linen,  ordered  to  be  submitted  to  an  examination 
of  men.  [48] 

The  officers,  inhabitants,  and  others  who  obtained  an  inter- 
view with  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  were  obliged  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  to  make  a  report  to  him  (frequently  in  writing)  of  what 
had  been  said  to  them  by  Napoleon  in  conversation.  This  he 
even  required  from  the  officers  of  the  highest  rank,  both  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  several  officers  were  required  to  report 
what  conversation  passed  at  the  private  tables  of  British  offi- 
cers of  the  mcst  superior  rank  and  station.  [49] 

The  French  are  not  permitted  to  dispose  of  their  own  money 
without  having  first  rendered  to  him  an  account  for  what  pur- 
pose it  is  intended  ;  and  all  accounts,  bills,  &c.,  are  obliged 
to  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  orderly  officer,  who  is 
required  to  affix  his  signature  thereon  ;  and  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1818,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  required  that  the  French  should 
not  draw  more  than  £100  per  month  for  the  extra  expenses 
of  the  establishment  and  of  their  private  famifies  ;  but  that, 
when  Madame  Bertrand  or  the  others  wanted  to  make  pur- 
chases, she  or  they  should  apply  through  the  orderly  officer  to 
Major  Gorrequor,  specifying  then  and  there  that  payment  should 
be  made  to  the  vendors  by  "  bons"  drawn  upon  Major  Gorre- 
quer,  and  countersigned  by  the  orderly  officer  at  Longwood. 

[48.]  This  was  indignantly  denied  by  Captain  Blakeney.  See  vol.  i.  p. 
618. — W.  F. 

[49.]  This  was  denied  upon  oath  by  several  deponents  in  1823. — W.  F. 
0  0* 
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On  the  7th  of  February,  1817,  a  proposal  was  sent  by  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  (in  answer  to  one  from 
the  latter),  that  he  should  send  to  Count  Bertrand  a  list, 
framed  by  himself,  of  such  houses  within  the  limits  as  he  did 
not  wish  Napoleon  or  the  French  to  enter,  which  he  was  in- 
formed would  be  complied  with  by  them.  This  proposal  was 
first  accepted  and  then  rejected  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  who 
desired  me  to  "tell  Napoleon  Bonaparte  that  he  might  con- 
sider himself  extremely  fortunate  in  having  so  good  a  man  as 
himself  (Sir  Hudson  Lowe)  to  deal  with,  as  a  great  many  other 
general  officers  would  have  put  him  in  chains  ;"  [50]  and 
another  proposal  made  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  that  he  himself 
[51]  should  make  out  a  list  of  such  individuals  as  he  would 
permit  to  visit  Longwood,  and  either  leave  their  names  at  the 
guard-room,  or  allow  them  to  enter  Longwood  upon  Count 
Bertrand's  invitation,  was  evaded  in  a  similar  manner. 

In  the  latter  end  of  October,  1817,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  wrote 
to  Count  Bertrand  that  he  had  granted  permission  that  any 
persons  invited  by  him  might  enter  Longwood,  provided  that 
such  invitation  was  sent  through  the  orderly  officer.  This, 
however,  he  never  communicated  to  the  latter,  who,  when 
asked  by  me  some  weeks  subsequently  whether  Count  Ber- 
trand's invitation,  through  him,  would  admit  visitors  to  Long- 
wood,  rephed  "  Most  certainly  not,  and  that  he  would  not 
allow  any  to  enter  in  virtue  of  them."  [52]  The  first,  and  I 
believe  the  only  time,  that  Count  Bertrand  attempted  to  avail 
himself  of  this  offer  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  some  weeks  after  it 
had  been  made,  his  invitation  was  not  commvuiicated  to  the 
individual  demanded,  Mr.  Cole  (one  of  the  most  respectable 
gentlemen  residing  on  the  island),  until  eight  days  after  it  had 
been  made,  when,  finding  that  Count  Bertrand  had  several 

[50.]  "  The  "word  '  chains,'  was  never  used." 

[51.]  "It  was  Count  Bertrand  who  was  requested  to  make  out  the  list, 
but  whicli  he  never  wou]d  do." 

[52.]  Captain  Blakeney,  the  orderly  officer  alluded  to,  said  on  this  state- 
ment, "  1  have  not  the  least  recollection  whatever  of  Mr.  G'Meara's  ever  put- 
ting such  a  question  to  me,  or  of  my  having  ever  replied  to  him  as  is  here 
stated,  or  having  any  conversation  with  him  upon  the  subject.  However,  had 
I  been  asked  whether,  if  a  person  presented  himself  at  the  barrier  with  an  in- 
vitation from  Count  Bertrand,  without  its  liaving  gone  in  the  regular  form 
through  me,  I  would  not  have  admitted  him  ;  but  if  an  invitation  had  been 
delivered  to  me  open,  to  be  forwarded,  I  should  have  forwarded  it,  reporting 
the  circumstance  at  the  same  time  to  the  Governor,  in  conformity  to  a  par- 
ticular instruction  I  had  received  from  him  to  acquaint  him  of  the  first  in- 
stance that  it  occurred  ;  but  no  invitations  were  ever  sent  to  me,  except  for 
tradespeople  to  come  upon  business,  and  those  were  always  forwarded  by  me : 
and  they  were  invariably  admitted,  without  any  reference  whatever  to  the 
Governor." 
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times  required  to  know  the  cause  of  his  absence,  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  sent  to  Mr.  Cole,  interrogated  and  menaced  him,  in- 
sinuating to  him  that  it  would  be  advisable  not  to  speak  to 
Count  Bertrand  unless  in  the  presence  of  the  orderly  officer, 
and  concluded  by  ordering  him  to  make  a  report  to  him  of  the 
conversation  which  might  pass. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  sent,  in  July,  1816,  a  copy  of  his  work  upon 
France  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be 
presented  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  It  was,  however,  with- 
held and  concealed  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  until  a  discovery 
was  made  by  an  officer  of  rank,  who  had  seen  it  accidentally 
at  Plantation  House,  and  who  mentioned  the  circumstance 
at  Longwood.  Finding  concealment  no  longer  possible.  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  then  said  he  had  detained  it  because  it  had  not 
passed  through  the  Secretary  of  State's  office.  [53] 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1817,  the  captain  of  the  Baring  store- 
ship  reported  to  Sir  Thomas  Reade  that  the  gunner  of  his 
.  vessel  had  brought  on  board  a  white  marble  bust  of  young 
Napoleon,  and  asked  information  of  him  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  sending  it  to  the  father.  Sir  Thomas  Reade  answered, 
that  there  was  a  positive -order  against  sending  any  object  to 
Longwood  that  had  not  previously  passed  through  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  office,  and  advised  him  to  cause  it  to  be  broken 
in  pieces  and  thrown  overboard.  The  circumstance,  how- 
ever, was  made  public,  and  on  the  10th  of  June  the  bust  was 
sent  to  Count  Bertrand.  [54] 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1818,  Mr.  Barber,  supercargo  of  the 
Cambridn-e  store-ship,  arrived  at  St.  Helena,  where  he  opened 
a  shop.  He  brought  with  him  two  beautiful  portraits  of 
young  Napoleon,  which  he  had  bought  in  some  of  the  print- 
shops^in  London,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  to  some  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Longwood.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  informed  of 
this,  caused  them  both  to  be  delivered  to  him,  pretending  that 
it  was  for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  directly  to  the  father, 
but  in  reality  to  deprive  him  of  them,  as  neither  of  them  have 
ever  been  sent  to  Longwood  since.    [55]     When  merchant- 


[53.]  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  said  notliing  of  the  kind.  This  affair  has  been 
related  at  p.  170  of  vol.  i.—W.F  ..o.kq      wV 

r541  Bee  the  true  account  of  the  bust  in  vol.  1.  pp.  453-469.— W.i.. 

155  ]  "  It  is  false  that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  ever  caused  these  prints  to  be 
briusht  to  him,  or  pretended  to  offer  them  to  the  father.  They  had  been  sent 
UP  "fhim  as  cUmon  prints  to  look  at,  without  his  having  had  any  previous 
communication  either  with  the  captain  of  the  vessel  or  the  purser,  and  he  was 
nevc""nfo™ed  or  ever  understood  that  they  were  destined  to  be  sold  at  Long- 
wood  As  Governor  of  St.  Helena,  it  was  not  for  him  to  be  sending  "P  prmts 
of  Napollon  II. ,  with  tricolor  decorations  on  them.     M  apoleon  Bonaparte  had 
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ships  arrive  at  St.  Helena  from  England,  the  captains  are 
obliged  to  submit  a  list  of  all  their  books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  ;  and  all  books  of  a  political  nature  are 
specially  required  to  be  sent  to  him  before  they  are  permitted 
to  expose  them  for  sale,  and  the  whole  of  the  copies  of  inter- 
esting works  are  bought  up  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  Sir 
Thomas  Reade,  pretending  irequently  that  they  are  purchased 
lor  the  use  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  but  in  reality  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  his  obtaining  them,  as  occurred  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Phoenix  and  Mangles  store-ships  from  England,  on 
the  5th  and  7th  of  June,  1818.  [5G] 

Articles  of  dress,  &o.,  for  the  use  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  and 
suite,  and  ordered  in  London  through  the  channel  of  Sir 
pludson  Lowe,  are  not  sent  up  to  Longwood  until  several 
weeks  have  elapsed  after  their  arrival  at  St.  Helena,  as  oc- 
curred in  the  instances  of  the  Mangles  and  Lady  Carrington 
store-ships,  when  cases  brought  out  by  the  former  vessel  on 
the  7th  of  June  were  not  sent  to  Longwood  until  late  in  July 
following ;  and  some  brought  by  the  latter,  which  arrived  on 
the  26th  of  June  (all  of  them  containing  articles  of  which  the 
French  were  in  much  want),  not  until  the  30th  of  July,  not- 
withstanding that  frequent  applications  had  been  made  by  the 
French  to  have  them  sent  up.  [57] 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1818,  a  letter  was  received  by  Count 
Bertrand  from  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  coniaining  extracts  from  a 
letter  of  Earl  Bathurst,  dated  the  1st  of  January,  1818,  and 
offering  to  grant  permission  for  fifty  persons,  the  choice  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  himself  (subject  to  the  approbation  of 
the  Governor),  to  visit  Longwood  without  any  other  pass  than 
his  invitation  being  required  ;  also  directing  that  in  summer 
the  sentinels  should  not  be  placed  round  the  house  until  nine 
o'clock.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  about  the  same  time  that  he  sent 
this  letter,  marked  68,  published  the  proclamation  marked  B, 
prohibiting  any  communication  whatsoever  with  the  French  ; 
continued  to  post  the  sentinels  as  usual  at  six  o'clock  ;  gave 

besides  already  several  portraits  of  his  son.  To  any  feelings  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte might  possess  as  a  father.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  not  shown  himself  in- 
sensible, having  made  it  an  invariable  rule  to  send  to  him  immediately  any 
newspaper  which  spoke  of  his  son's  health  or  situation,  or  of  any  fortune  or 
honors  which  the  Court  of  Austria  had  conferred  upon  him.  When,  in  regard 
to  these  feelings.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  sent  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte  a  marble 
bust  of  bis  son,  brought  to  St.  Helena  by  a  foreign  sailor,  it  drew  upon  him 
only  a  torrent  of  abuse  and  calumny,  because  he  did  not  send  it  up  instantly 
it  arrived,  before  it  was  possible  for  him  to  speak  to  the  man  who  brought  it, 
or  to  know  by  whom  it  was  sent.  This  has  been  a  common  return  for  most 
acts  of  attention  attempted  to  be  shown." 

[56.]  ■' Falsely  related."  [57.]  "  Falsely  related." 
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written  orders  at  the  guard-room  to  allow  the  French  to  pass 
till  nine  o'clock,  while  verbal  ones  were  daily  given  to  the 
sentinels  not  to  allow  them  to  go  out  after  six  ;  and  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  ca.used  Lieut.-Colonel  Lascelles  to  prohibit  the  officers 
of  the  66th  regiment  from  speaking  to  the  French,  threatening 
to  report  them  to  the  Governor  in  case  of  non-compliance.  [58] 
The  workmen  sent  out  by  his  Majesty's  Government  for 
Longwood,  are  studiously  taken  away  before  they  have  half 
finished  their  work,  for  the  accommodation  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  and  others,  in  a  manner  that  jobs 
which  would  only  require  a  few  days  to  execute  them  are  not 
finished  for  many  months,  as  occurred  in  the  instance  of  a 
"  fauteuil  de  malad'e"  demanded  lor  Napoleon  Bonaparte  on 
the  23d  of  October,  1816,  and  only  finished  in  May,  1818,  and 
in  several  other  instances.  The  movables  and  other  articles 
sent  out  by  his  Majesty's  Government  for  the  use  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte  and  suite  are  appropriated  in  part  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  for  his  oM'n  private  accommodation,  that  of  his  relations, 
Sir  Thomas  Reade  and  others,  to  furnishing  Plantation  House 
and  the  Castle,  Sir  Thomas  Reade's  town  and  country  houses ; 
and  a  dozen  of  the  shirts  sent  out  for  Napoleon  were  given, 
in  1816,  to  an  Ensign  Morgan  (late  of  the  53d  regiment),  a 
relation  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  Articles  of  prime  necessity  are 
refused  to  the  inhabitants  of  Longwood,  for  whom  they  were 
destined  in  England,  at  the  moment  that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
appropriated  the  very  objects  demanded  by  them  to  his  own 
use,  that  of  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  and  others,  as  occurred  on  the 
9th  of  December,  1817.  [59] 

[58.]  "False." 

[59.]  "  Shortly  after  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  arrival  at  St.  Helena  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  him,  by  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm,  to  obtain 
furniture  for  the  house  allotted  to  the  naval  Commander-in-Chief.  This  ap 
plication  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  suggesting  the  appropriation  of  somn 
of  the  articles  which  had  arrived  for  the  \ise  of  General  Bonaparte  and  hi.s 
followers,  as  being  at  that  time  unemployed.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  objected  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  been  directed  by  Earl  Bathurst  to  dispose  by  sale  of 
such  articles  as  were  not  wanted,  and  that  a  jealousy  might  arise  if  they  were 
employed  in  any  other  way  than  as  originally  intended;  but  finding  a  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  furniture  at  St,  Helena,  and  as  the  expense  would  ulti- 
mately fall  on  Government,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  authorized  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  stores  which  were  not  immediately  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  officers 
in  attendance  upon  General  Bonaparte  to  be  supplied  to  the  Admiral,  accord- 
ing to  the  list  in  the  margin.  Other  articles  were  drawn  afterward  from  the 
same  stores  for  two  bedrooms  at  Plantation  House.  The  liberality  of  the 
East  India  Company  rendered  it  perfectly  unnecessary  to  have  recourse  to 
the  stores  sent  out  for  General  Bonaparte's  use,  or  that  of  the  officers  in  at- 
tendance upon  him;  but  as  these  articles  happened  to  be  on  the  spot,  and 
were  not  wanted  at  the  time,  they  have  been  employed  in  the  mean  while  as 
above  mentioned.     The  principal  articles  are  equally  fit  for  use  as  when  first 
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Mr.  Balcombe's,  the  only  family  which  visited  Longwood, 
was  prevented  from  a  continuance  of  it  by  prohibitions,  in- 
sinuations, menaces,  and  ill-treatment,  and  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe's  requiring  that  the  members  of  it  (not  excepting  even 
the  young  ladies)  should  give  hira  verbal  and  written  reports 
of  the  conversations  which  passed  at  Longwood  in  their 
presence.   [60] 

At  my  departure  from  St.  Helena,  communication  between 
the  French  at  Longwood  and  the  officers,  inhabitants,  and 
others,  was  effectually  jirevented,  Either  by  direct  prohibitions, 
as  issued  to  the  officers  of  the  6Gth  regiment,  by  the  proclama- 
tions, by  insinuations  and  threats  made  to  individuals,  and  by 
their  fear  of  rendering  themselves  suspected,  or  by  their  being 
expected  and  required  to  make  a  report  of  their  conversations 
to  the  Governor  ;  and  especially  since  the  last  proclamation, 
marked  B,  the  officers,  their  wives,  and  the  inhabitants  actu- 
ally flee  the  French  as  if  they  were  infected  with  the  plague. 

I  have  mentioned  these  facts  as  instances  of  a  system  of 
vexation  materially  affecting  the  bodily  health  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  which  was  confided  to  my  charge.  I  have  now 
to  add  that,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  his  being 
stopped  and  detained  by  sentinels,  as  had  happened  to  all  the 
members  of  his  suite  who  ventured,  either  from  the  blunders 
of  private  soldiers  and  the  ambiguity  and  obscurity  of  the 
orders  given  to  them,  or  otherwise,  and  for  other  reasons,  he 
adopted  the  resolution  of  shutting  himself  up  in  his  apartment, 
and  for  two  years  has  been  nearly  totally  deprived  of  exercise, 

sent  out.  Not  a  single  article  of  the  furniture  sent  to  Longwood  has  been 
supplied  for  the  Castle,  Sir  Thomas  Reade  has  received  no  furniture  for 
the  nouse  he  occupies  in  town,  both  rent  and  furniture  being  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. On  his  residing  at  a  house  called  the  Alarm  House,  he  applied  to 
purchase  some  articles  of  furniture  which  had  been  in  use  for  two  years  by 
General  Gourgaud,  and  which  on  his  departure  remained  unappropriated. 
These  articles  were  as  expressed  in  tlie  margin. 

"  The  circumstance  of  the  twelve  shirts  is  as  follows : — Ensign  Morgan 
of  the  53d  regiment  had  been  recommended  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  attention 
by  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  service,  and  also  by  Mr.  Morgan's  mother.  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  had  no  previous  acquaintance  with  his  family.  This  young 
man  had  committed  some  imprudences  in  his  regiment,  and  made  application 
to  exchange  on  half-pay.  When  on  the  point  of  departure  from  St.  Helena, 
he  was  found  to  be  without  common  necessaries  for  the  voyage,  or  means  of 
procuring  them.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  recollected  that  among  the  articles  which 
had  been  sent  out  for  the  use  of  General  Bonaparte  and  his  officers  there  were 
several  dozens  of  ready  made  shirts  for  which  no  application  had  been  made. 
The  vessel  in  which  Mr.  Morgan  had  taken  his  passage  was  on  tiie  very  point 
of  sailing,  a  motive  was  urged  for  delay,  and,  there  being  no  ready-made  linen 
warehouses  at  St.  Helena,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  did  not  hesitate  to  direct  that  a 
dozen  of  the  above-mentioned  shirts  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Morgan,  holding 
himself,  of  course,  responsible  for  their  appropriation." 
[60.]  "False," 
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which,  added  to  the  vexations  and  restrictions  above  men- 
tioned, has  aided  the  operation  of  the  climate  in  producing 
the  complaint  under  which  he  now  labors,  and  which,  as  long 
as  they  are  continued,  must  aggravate  his  sufferings  under  it, 
and  render  his  recovery  more  improbable.  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  state,  as  his  late  medical  attendant,  that,  considering  the 
disease  of  the  liver  with  which  he  is  afflicted,  the  progress  it 
has  made  in  him,  and  reflecting  upon  the  great  mortality  pro- 
duced by  that  complaint  in  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  so  strongly 
exemplified  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  66th  regiment,  the 
St.  Helena  regiment,  the  squadron,  and  Europeans  in  general, 
and  particularly  in  H.M.S.  Conqueror,  which  ship  has  lost 
about  one-sixth  of  her  complement,  nearly  the  whole  of  whom 
died  within  the  last  eight  months,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  will  be  endangered  by  a  longer 
residence  in  such  a  climate  as  that  of  St.  Helena,  especially 
if  that  residence  be  aggravated  by  a  continuance  of  those  dis- 
turbances and  irritations  to  which  he  has  been  hitherto  sub^ 
jected,  and  of  which  it  is  the  nature  of  his  distemper  to  render 
him  peculiarly  susceptible. 

Anxious  as  I  am  to  be  re-established  in  their  Lordships' 
good  opinion,  I  humbly  hope  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  me,  as  soon  as  their  important  duties  will  allow, 
their  judgment  of  my  conduct  in  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
painful  situations  in  which  a  medical  man  and  an  officer  can 
be  placed.  Should  they  be  pleased  to  ask  for  an  explanation 
of  any  part  of  the  above  statement,  or  to  place  me  in  circum- 
stances where  I  might  with  propriety  offer  evidence  in  its 
support,  I  shall  be  ready  to  obey  their  commands. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Barry  E.   O'Meara,  Surgeon  R.N. 


No.  151. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  October  31,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir — You  will  receive  by  the  present  opportunity 
two  instructions  from  Lord  Bathurst,  insisting  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  General  Buonaparte's  being  seen  daily  by  the  orderly 
officer  at  Longwood.  Although  Lord  Bathurst  has  attached 
to  a  willing  compliance  with  these  instructions  a  relaxation 
of  almost  every  other  restriction  to  which  General  Buonaparte 
has  been  subjected,  yet  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  he  will 
refuse  admitting  the  orderly  officer,  and  that  both  he  and  the 
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officers  of  his  suite  -will  ttu-eaten  the  most  determined  resist- 
ance to  any  attempts  which  may  be  made  to  enforce  his  per- 
sonal access  to  the  General.  You  will,  however,  I  am  sure, 
not  pay  so  much  deference  to  threats  of  this  nature  as  to 
abandon  the  substantial  execution  of  the  instructions,  for  you 
will  remember  that  there  have  been  many  occasions  on  which 
the  threats  made  by  General  Buonaparte  of  most  determined 
resistance  have  ended  in  perfect  acquiescence.  I  need  not 
call  to  your  recollection,  in  illustration  of  this,  the  determin- 
ation which  he  himself  expressed  not  to  quit  the  Bellerophon 
alive,  and  the  assurances  given  by  his  followers  at  that  time 
that  they  would  sacrifice  their  lives  in  resisting  his  removal. 
The  only  answer  which  Sir  G.  Cockburn  gave  to  this  attempt 
at  intimidation  was  a  request  to  be  informed  of  the  hour  at 
which  he  wished  the  boat  to  be  in  attendance,  and  on  its 
arrival  you  may  remember  that  he  went  into  it  and  quitted 
the  Bellerophon  with  every  appearance  of  acquiescence  both 
on  his  part  and  on  that  of  his  followers.  It  is  not,  I  think, 
improbable  that  the  same  scone  may  be  again  acted  on  the 
present  occasion,  but  I  have  little  doubt  that  your  firmness 
will  bring  it  to  a  similar  termination  ;  and  I  have  only  taken 
the  liberty  of  making  these  remarks,  because  I  know  the  dis- 
appointment which  Lord  Bathurst  would  feel  if  any  thing 
were  to  induce  you  to  forego  having  that  daily  certainty  of 
General  Buonaparte's  being  in  Longwood  which  it  is  the  object 
of  those  instructions  to  insure. 

Believe  me,  &c.  Henry  Gouleurn. 


No.  152. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 
(Private.) 

Downing  Street,  November,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir — I  congratulate  you  on  the  interception  of 
the  letters  carried  out  by  the  ship  Lusitania,  as  it  established 
beyond  contradiction  the  clandestine  correspondence  carried 
on  by  Mr.  O'Meara.  The  contents  of  the  letters,  and  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Balcombe  endeavors  to  conceal  the  part 
which  he  has  taken  in  this  transaction,  clearly  show  that  the 
commissions  transmitted  by  Mr.  O'Meara  were  not  of  the  inno- 
cent nature  ascribed  to  them,  and  that  they  were  something 
more  than  orders  for  books  for  his  own,  or  even  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  Longwood.  Although  no  judicial  proceedings  can  be 
lield  against  any  of  the  parties,  yet  the  papers,  even  should 
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nothing  more  be  discovered,  will  be  satisfactory  documents  in 
the  event  of  any  parliamentary  discussions. 

I  can  not  help  entertaining  some  doubts  vi^hether  the  books 
which  Mr.  Holmes  sent  have  not  been  the  channel  of  some 
correspondence  which  does  not  appear ;  and  these  doubts  are 
rather  increased  by  the  manner  in  which  in  his  letter  to  me 
he  speaks  of  the  letters  which  were  sent,  instead  of  speaking 
of  them  as  his  own.  I  hope  you  have  examined  the  books 
very  carefully  ;  and  if  any  of  them  are  bound,  and  they  are 
still  in  your  possession,  let  the  binding  be  opened  so  as  to  ascer- 
tain beyond  a  doubt  that  there  are  no  letters  contained  in 
them.  If  any  such  correspondence  should  be  found,  and  it 
proves  to  be  of  serious  import,  you  will  be  justified  in  desiring 
the  Admiral  to  send  a  vessel  home  with  them. 

I  am  willing  to  believe  that  neither  Dr.  Stokoe  nor  Mr. 
Fowler  are  parties  in  this  transaction,  and  that  those  who  have 
taken  a  part  on  the  side  of  Mr.  O'Meara  have  been  duped  by 
him,  and  are  sincere  in  the  regret  which  they  express.  At 
any  rate,  I  am  sure  you  will  do  right  to  show  no  ill-humor, 
and  (if  you  still  entertain)  to  conceal  any  suspicion  regarding 
them.  It  will  be  a  trial  of  your  temper  to  read  Mr.  O'Meara's 
charges  against  you.  The  answer  which  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  gave  to  it  must  be  satisfactory  to  you,  more  espe- 
cially when  you  know  that  Sir  George  Cockburn  was  the  first 
person  who,  on  reading  the  charges,  declared  that  Mr.  O'Meara 
ought  to  be  instantly  dismissed  the  service. 

Mr.  Goulburn  will  in  his  letter  point  out  to  you  those  parts 
which,  from  an  absence  of  documents,  will  require  explana- 
tion. You  will  observe  that  Mr.  O'Meara's  great  object  is  to 
involve  as  many  persons  as  possible  in  the  attack  against  you  ; 
and  he  has  therefore  introduced  the  names  of  many  individu- 
als. In  applying  to  those  of  the  persons  named  who  happen 
to  be  in  the  island,  you  will,  I  trust,  command  n.ny  displeas- 
ure which  you  may  feel  at  what  they  may  have  been  induced 
to  say  or  do  adverse  to  your  proceedings.  You  will  recollect 
that  the  authority  which  you  are  called  upon  to  exercise  is 
necessarily  of  an  invidious  nature  ;  and  that  inconsiderate 
persons,  particularly  young  men,  are  easily  persuaded  by  such 
persons  as  Mr.  O'Meara  that  what  is  done  is  more  than  is 
requisite,  and  that  there  is  something  creditable  in  disap- 
proving it,  and  spirited  in  counteracting  it. 

I  expect  you  vi'ill  have  some  trouble  at  first  in  executing 
the  instructions  which  direct  the  regular  admission  of  the 
orderly  officer  into  Buonaparte's  presence.     In  answer  to  the 
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vehement  representations  which  will  be  made,  you  had  bet- 
ter content  yourself  with  simply  saying  that  your  orders  are 
peremptory  and  that  you  must  obey  them.  I  am  in  great 
hopes,  however,  that,  when  3'ou  have  provided  for  a  regular 
sight  of  Buonaparte,  you  will  have  much  less  difficulty  in 
other  respects.  Your  mind  may  then  be  more  at  ease,  and 
you  will  no  longer  be  under  the  necessity  of  obtaining  in- 
formation of  whatever  is  passing  at  Long  wood.  His  hav- 
ing been  seen  in  the  morning,  and  the  certainty  of  his  pres- 
ence or  absence  being  to  be  ascertained  in  the  evening,  will 
leave  you  less  solicitous  of  what  may  happen  in  the  interme- 
diate time,  and  relieve  the  orderly  officer  from  much  unpleas- 
ant duty. 

I  trust  that  nothing  will  prevent  my  receiving  before  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  your  reply  to  the  statement  transmit- 
ted by  Buonaparte  last  year  to  Lord  Liverpool,  as  you  will 
see  that  an  extract  of  my  dispatch  requiring  it  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  newsnapers.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Bathuest. 


No.  153. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

(Private.) 
Downing  Street,  November  28,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir — Soon  after  your  departure  for  St.  Helena, 
Lord  Bathurst  addressed  a  private  letter  to  you,  in  which  he 
recommended  the  removal  of  Mr.  O'Meara,  to  which  as  far 
as  I  recollect,  you  replied  by  a  private  letter,  that  he  gave 
you  such  useful  information  of  what  was  passing  at  Long- 
wood  that  you  thought  it  advisable  to  retain  him  in  his  situ- 
ation. Of  these  letters  no  trace  can  be  found  in  the  office, 
notwithstanding  the  most  diligent  search  ;  and  I  should  there- 
fore be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  could  furnish  me  with  copies 
of  both  these  private  letters,  or  of  either  of  them,  as  they  will 
be  the  best  possible  refutation  of  Mr.  O'Meara's  two  asser- 
tions, that  you  were  from  the  first  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him, 
and  that  he  never  gave  you  information  of  what  was  passing 
at  Longwood  unconnected  with  the  health  of  his  patient,  or 

his  escape  from  confinement 

Believe  me,  &c.  Henry  Goulburn. 
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No.  154. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  November  30,  1818. 
Sir — Adverting  to  the  instruction  which  I  have  alerady 
conveyed  to  you  in  my  dispatch  of  the  28th  of  September, 
respecting  the  necessity  of  General  Buonaparte  being  seen  by 
the  orderly  officer  twice  in  the  course  of  every  day,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  necessary  to  make  some  provision  lor  the  occur- 
rence of  any  real  indisposition  on  the  part  of  General  Buona- 
parte, which  might  render  the  admission  of  the  orderly  officer 
more  particularly  disagreeable  to  him ;  and  I  have  therefore 
to  instruct  you  that  in  the  event  of  General  Buonaparte  being 
seen  by  some  British  medical  officer  at  those  times  of  the  day 
which  I  have  pointed  out  in  my  former  dispatch,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  for  you  to  insist  on  the  admission  of  the  orderly 
officer,  provided  that  you  receive  from  the  medical  officer  each 
morning  and  evening  an  assurance  that  General  Buonaparte 
is  indisposed,  and  is  actually  in  Longwood. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  155. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

February  20,  1819 
Mt  dear  Sir — Speaking  yesterday  with  the  town  major 
about  Mr.  Balcom.be,  he  mentioned  to  me  his  having  once 
seen  in  Mr.  Balcombe's  possession  an  order  or  a  bill  of 
exchange  for  £4000,  signed  "  Napoleon."  Mr.  Balcombe 
showed  it  to  him  (out  of  bravado)  at  a  time  when  he  was 
supposed  not  to  be  very  rich,  observing  when  he  took  it  out 
of  his  pocket,  "Here,  look  at  this;  you  see  I  do  not  want 
money" — or  words  to  that  effect.  It  took  place  before  our 
arrival  on  this  island.  I  asked  the  town  major  if  he  had 
ever  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  Sir  George  Cockburn  or 
any  other  person.  He  said  he  had  not,  as  he  naturally  con- 
ceived at  the  time  Mr.  Balcombe  showed  it  to  him  that  Sir 
George  must  have  known  it,  or  that  Mr.  Balcombe  could  not 
have  received  it  without  Sir  George's  sanction.  He  does  not 
recollect  on  whom  the  bill  was  drawn,  but  he  is  quite  cer- 
tain that  it  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Balcombe  for  £4000,  and  he 
also  recollects  the  signature  "  Napoleon,"  which  he  describes 
to  have  been  in  very  bad  handwriting. 

Yours  faithfully,  T.  Reade. 
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No.  156. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sik.  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

J.iMEs  Town,  March  11,  1818. 

My  Dear  Sir — I  think  I  ought  to  mention  to  you  that,  in 
a  conversation  I  had  a  few  days  since  with  Captain  Balston, 
of  the  Honorable  Company's  ship  Princess  AmeUa,  he  was 
speaking  of  Mr.  Prince,  who  had  just  passed  the  island  as 
purser  of  the  Orwell  ;  he  stated  that  Mr.  Prince  had  spoken 
publicly  at  the  table  at  Canton  of  a  journey  he  had  had 
occasion  to  make  to  Rome  just  before  he  had  left  Europe. 
On  his  being  questioned  as  to  what  could  have  taken  him 
there,  he  declared  that  he  had  been  there  to  negotiate  bills 
(I  think  Captain  Balston  said  to  the  amount  of  £5000,) 
which  he  had  got  at  St.  Helena. 

I  should  have  made  you  acquainted  with  this  conversation 
sooner  had  I  not  supposed  that,  as  you  were  in  the  habit  of 
seeing  daily  many  of  those  persons  who  must  have  been  at 
the  table  at  Canton,  that  you  could  not  have  remained  igno- 
rant of  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Prince's  public  conversation. 

1  have  the  honor,  &c.  G.  R.  Bingham. 


No.  157. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helen-1,  April  3,  1819. 
My  Lord — Mr.  Ricketts,  having  had  a  long  interview 
with  General  Bonaparte,  will  be  enabled  to  give  your  Lord- 
ship more  information  respecting  him  than  you  can  possibly 
receive.from  any  other  channel.  Mr.  Rioketts's  desire  to  be 
presented  was  first  made  known  to  Count  Montholon  ;  and, 
after  a  lapse  of  three  days,  he  received  a  note  from  Count 
Bertrand,  signifying  that  General  Bonaparte  would  receive 
him.  Count  Bertrand  requesting  Mr.  Ricketts  would  previous- 
ly call  upon  him,  in  order  to  be  introduced.  Mr.  Ricketts  being 
nearly  related  to  Lord  Liverpool,  supposed  an  attempt  would 
be  made  to  make  him  the  bearer  of  some  communication  to  his 
Lordship.  I  did  not  object  to  his  hearing  any  thing  which 
General  Bonaparte  might  say,  but  advised  him  against  his 
rendering  himself  the  bearer  of  any  papers,  or  charging  him- 
self with  any  thing  unknown  to  me.  General  Bonaparte,  as 
was  expected,  entertained  him  fully  on  the  subject  of  all  his 
complaints  here,  and  it  appears  that,  on  his  asking  Mr. 
Ricketts  to  make  them  known  in  England,  and  on  his  say- 
ing he  could  not  distinctly  charge  his  memory  with  what 
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they  precisely  were,  it  was  proposed  to  put  down  the  heads 
in  writing,  which  was  done  in  his  presence,  and  the  paper 
received  by  him  (copy  herewith  sent),  with  the  express  un- 
derstanding it  was  to  he  shown  to  me.  I  regretted  Mr. 
Ricketts  should  have  received  this  paper  ;  hut  as  it  may  be 
said  to  contain  the  summum  of  General  Bonaparte's  griev- 
ances, and  as  it  can  be  easily  replied  to,  I  hope  no  disagree- 
able consequence  will  ensue.  Before  seeing  General  Bona- 
parte, Count  Bertrand  entered  into  a  long  discussion  with 
Mr.  Ricketts  respecting  their  situation  here,  and  showed  to 
him  some  papers  of  a  correspondence  that  had  been  passing 
between  Count  Montholon  and  myself  the  same  day  in  re- 
gard to  a  medical  attendant. 

I  had  fully  expected  General  Bonaparte  would  enter  upon 
such  subjects  with  Mr.  Ricketts,  and,  viewing  Mr.  Ricketts's 
near  connection  with  Lord  Liverpool,  had  no  objection  he 
should  do  so,  so  far  as  to  enable  Mr.  Ricketts  to  make  known 
all  the  grounds  of  complaint  he  might  appear  to  have  ;  but  I 
did  not  anticipate  any  communication  on  the  same  matter 
with  Count  Bertrand,  of  whose  general  line  of  conduct  and  of 
whose  insolent  pretensions  I  had  fully  apprised  Mr.  Ricketts, 
and  may  have  to  regret,  therefore,  the  encouragement  that 
has  been  given  to  him.  The  fullness  and  frankness  of  Mr. 
Ricketts's  communication  on  every  point  that  was  discussed 
between  him  and  General  Bonaparte  or  Count  Bertrand  dimin- 
ish from  any  inconvenience  this  may  occasion  ;  and  on  the 
whole,  except  on  account  of  the  encouragement  given  Count 
Bertrand,  I  am  happy  your  Lordship  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  being  so  fully  informed  as  you  now  can  be  of  all  that  can 
be  said  by  General  Bonaparte  and  his  followers  respecting  his 
situation  here.  I  have  a  large  mass  of  correspondence  of  other 
matter  to  transmit  to  j'our  Lordship,  but  I  must  unavoidably 
postpone  sending  it  until  the  departure  of  the  Northampton, 
a  single  ship  now  lying  in  the  roads,  which  will  probably 
arrive  as  soon,  or  even  sooner,  than  that  in  which  Mr.  Rick- 
etts is  proceeding. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  158. 


Propositions  made  on  the  part  of  Count  Montholon,  speci- 
lying  the  terms  upon  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was 
disposed  to  receive  the  assistance  of  a  British  Medical  At- 
tendant, and  the  Governor's  observations  thereon. 
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"Articles  under  which  it  appears,  by  a  Letter  to  Count  Montholon, 
Napoleon  Bon.iparte  is  willing  to  admit  a  British  Medical  Officer  to 
attend  upon  him." 

LoNGWooD,  ce  1  Avril,  1819. 

1.  du'il  le  pourrait  choisir  parmi  tous  les  offioiers  de  sante 
actuellement  presents  dans  cette  ile,  et  ce  en  consequence  de 
la  lettre  de  Lord  Bathurst  du  18«  Mai. 

2.  due  le  medecin  qu'il  choisirait  serait  considere  corame 
celui  dont  il  est  fait  mention  dans  le  deoret  de  votre  Gouverne- 
ment  du  15""?  Aout,  1815. 

3.  Q,u'il  recevrait  I'assurance  qu'il  le  garderait  au  moins 
pendant  la  duree  de  sa  maladie,  que  le  medecin  serait  con- 
sidere et  traite  comme  le  sien  propre. 

4.  GLu'il  ne  rendrait  compte  de  sa  sante  a  qui  que  ce  fut. 

5.  Q,u'il  serait  autorise  a  rediger  tous  les  huit  jours,  plus 
souvent  si  c'etait  necessaire,  un  bulletin  dont  I'original  resterait 
antra  nos  mains. 

6.  Glu'il  pourrait  comrnuniquer  a  toute  heure,  verbalemant, 
par  ecrit,  le  jour,  la  nuit,  avec  les  Fran^ais  de  Longwood. 

7.  Clu'il  donnerait  I'assurance  qu'il  ne  rendrait  compta  a 
qui  que  ce  fiit  des  conversations  qu'il  entendrait  a  Longwood, 
se  reservant  sur  toutes  les  matieres  a  son  serment  d' allegiance 
en  vers  sa  patrie  et  son  souverain. 

Le  Comte  de  Montholon. 


Governor's  Observations. 
[These  observations  are  referred  to  in  Remark  No.  8  of  the  Memoran- 
dum written  by  the  Governor  on  Count  Montholon's  letter  of  the  8th 
of  April  on  returning  it,  vide  p.  627,  post.'] 

St.  Helena,  April  10,  1819. 

1.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  may  select  a  medical  officer  accord- 
ingly, provided  the  person  chosen  strictly  conforms  to  the 
regulations  in  force  pursuant  to  Earl  Bathurst's  letter  of  16th 
of  May,  1818. 

2.  According  to  the  sense  in  which  the  British  Government 
may  have  given  its  orders  on  the  above  occasion. 

The  Governor  in  the  mean  time  can  only  refer  to  the  con- 
ditions the  surgeon  then  chosen  stipulated  for  himself  in  his 
letter  to  Lord  Keith,  viz.  that  he  should  be  considered  as  a 
British  officer,  employed  and  paid  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  not  as  in  any  ivise  dependent  upon,  subservient  to, 
or  paid  by  Napoleon  Botiaparte.^ 

'  "  Vide  Memorandum  of  conversation  between  Count  Montholon 
and  Dr.  Verling  on  the  same  day  these  proposals  were  addressed  to  me. 
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3.  It  can  not  be  expected  that  the  Governor  should  sur- 
render his  own  authority  so  far  as  to  give  the  unqualified  as- 
surance required  of  him  in  the  first  part  of  this  article.  He 
can  only  pledge  his  own  desire  of  forbearance,  even  should  a 
case  arise  to  demand  removal,  until  a  French  medical  attend- 
ant may  arrive,  or  until  the  orders  of  his  Government  may 
be  received. 

The  individual  will  be  considered  as  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 
personal  medical  attendant,  and  bound  to  consider  the  health 
oi  Napoleon  Bonaparte  as  his  principal  charge,  but  he  can 
contract  no  personal  tie,  whether  as  a  medical  man  or  other- 
wise, inconsistent  with  his  natural  duty  as  a  British  subject. 

4.  If  the  medical  officer  is  considered  as  employed  by  the 
British  Government,  he  must  of  course  be  prepared  to  furnish 
such  information  as  is  required  respecting  the  health  of  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  whenever  he  may  be  indisposed,  but  only  to 
the  Governor. 

5.  The  Governor  will  not  require  any  bulletins  unless  in 
cases  of  serious  indisposition  which  the  medical  officer  may 
deem  it  his  duty  to  report  in  writing,  when  a  counterpart  in 
original  may  be  left  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte ;  it  being  under- 
stood, however,  that,  in  all  cases  of  serious  indisposition  tvhich 
require  that  xvritten  reports  be  prese^ited,  no  objection  shall 
be  made  to  a  compliance  with  the  regulation  contained  in  the 
last  article^  but  one  of  the  instructions  to  Sir  George  Cock- 
burn. 

6.  Professional  attendance  may  of  course  be  given  at  all 
hours  ;  but  when,  in  the  execution  of  professional  duty,  any 
written  communication  may  become  indispensable,  it  is  to  be 
made  known  to  the  Governor  if  he  requires  it. 

7.  The  medical  officer  has  never  been  required,  nor  will  be 
required,  to  make  reports  of  conversations  ;  but  whenever  he 
may  be  communicated  with  on  points  that  relate  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's duties,  or  connected  in  anyway  with  the  detention  of 
Napoleon  Bonapcyte  on  this  island,  and  prevention  of  his 
rescue  or  escape,  or  may  become  informed  of  any  infraction  or 
intended  infraction  of  the  regulations  established  for  his  safe 

The  proposals  were  at  the  same  time  shown  to  Dr.  Veiling  by  Count 
Montholon." 

'  "If  the  General  should  be  attacked  with  any  serious  indisposition, 
the  Governor  and  the  Admiral  will  each  direct  a  medical  person  in 
whom  they  may  have  confidence  to  be  in  attendance  on  the  General,  in 
addition  to  his  oWn  medical  assistance,  and  direct  them  severally  to  re- 
port daily  on  the  state  of  his  health." 
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custody,'  it  can  not  be  expected  that,  as  a  British  subject,  he 
should  bind  his  honor  or  his  conscience  by  any  tie  which  may 
restrain  him  from  making  the  most  immediate  communication 
thereof. 

Matters  touching  his  allegiance  and  his  duty  toward  his 
sovereign  and  his  country,  it  would  of  course  be  treasonable  in 
him  to  withhold.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  159. 


Letter  addressed  by  Count  Montholon  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  and  returned  to  him. 

LoNGwooD,  ce  Avril  8,  1819. 

Monsieur  le  Gouverneur — J'ai  reyu  voire  lettre  du  4, 
a  laquelle  etait  jointe  ma  derniere  lettre,  que  vous  me  ren- 
voyez  ;  [1]  trouvez  done  bon  qui  j'indite  votre  conduite,  et 
vous  renvoie  la  votre  :  il  est  impossible  de  pretendre  ecrire  a 
quelqu'un,  et  en  meme  temps  se  refuser  a  recevoir  ses  repon- 
ses.  Depuis  votre  arrivee  le  Comte  Bertrand  et  moi  vous 
avons  ecrit  plus  de  80  lettres ;  toutes  contenaient  la  qualifi- 
cation de  I'Empereur  Napoleon  ;  vous  nous  avez  repondu  a 
toutes,  mais  en  vous  servant,  il  est  vrai,  de  la  qualification  de 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  ce  que  par  la  traduction  jo  lui  deguisais ; 
c'etait  un  arrangement  passe  en  usage,  et  dont  je  ne  me 
departirai  jamais ;  je  vous  I'ai  fait  connaitre  dans  ma  lettre 
du  17  Deoembre  dernier,  que,  s'il  est  facile  de  tuer  I'Empe- 
reur, il  est  impossible  de  lui  oter  le  caractere  saore  et  inalien- 
able emprcnt  sur  sa  personne. 

Vous  vous  portez  pour  ofl'ense  par  le  Comte  Bertrand  ;  des 
lors  vous  n'avez  plus  le  droit  de  juger  sa  conduite  ;  vous  etes 
partie,  et  ne  pouvez  avoir  le  sang  froid  necessaire  pour  etre 
juge.  [2]  Je  ne  sais  pas  s'il  a  ecrit  [3]  la  lettre  au  Comte 
de  Las  Oases  imprimee  dans  le  "  Morning  Chronicle,"  mais  je 
suis  charge  de  vous  dire  qu'ayant  ete  traduite  a  I'Empereur, 
il  I'a  trouvee  en  toute  chose  parfaitement  Sxacte,  [4]  quoique 
exprimant  faiblement  la  conduite  que  vous  tenez  a  son  egard  ; 
ceux  qui  I'ont  imprimee  ont  eu  tort ;  en  nornmant  des  indi- 

'  "Vide  Act  of  Parliament,  latter  part  of  the  first  and  second  para- 
graphs, and  the  warrant  addressed  to  the  Governor,  which  requires  all 
persons  to  be  assisting  conformably  to  the  Act. 

"  Vide  also  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  O'Meara,  showing  that  the 
medical  attendant  referred  to  in  these  proposals  is  not, required  to  give 
so  much  information  as  his  predecessor  had  acknowledged  it  was  his 
duty  to  afford. " 
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vidus  sous  votre  autorite  ils  ont  compromis  leur  6tat ;  aussi 
vous  en  etes  vous  prevalu,  et  les  avez  vous  oblige  a  signer  des 
letti-es  que  vous  avez  diotees.  [5]  Dans  votre  lettre  du  25 
Juillet,  1817,  relative  au  jeu  d'echec  offert  par  Mr.  Elphin- 
stone,  vous  faites  gloire  de  professer  ces  principes  ;  plusieurs 
fois  vous  avez  remarque  que  dans  des  paquets  de  linge  sale  on 
pouvait  cacher  des  livres,  des  journaux  ;  effectivement,  pen- 
dant long  tems  le  logement  de  I'officier  d'ordonnance  Blake- 
ney  en  a  ete  chaque  semaine  encombre  pendant  plusieurs 
jours,  ce  qui  excitait  la  repugnance  de  ce  brave  officier,  et 
celie  de  tout  ceux  qui  entraient  chez  lui.  [6] 

J'ai  place  en  reserve,  et  je  tiens  toujours  a  votre  disposition, 
vos  paquets  [7]  du  21  et  25  Mars,  ce  dernier  encore  cachete, 
ainsi  que  les  trois  lettres  que  m'ont  ecrit  vos  officiers,  les  re- 
gardant comme  non  avenues. 

Aujourd'hui  I'Empereur  est  encore  sans  medecin,  [8]  ce  que, 
sous  un  pretexte  ou  sous  un  autre,  vous  faites  durer  depuis  dix 
mois.  Mr.  Ricketts,  Membre  du  Conseil  General  des  Indes  et 
parent  de  Lord  Liverpool,  auquel  ma  lettre  du  1"  Avril  a  ete 
communique,  ne  pouvait  pas  oomprendre  ce  que  vous  portait 
a  empecher  le  medecin  que  prendrait  I'Empereur  Napoleon  a 
lui  donner  les  garanties  qu'il  en  exige,  que  c'etait  celles  qu'ex- 
ige  tout  gentleman  ;  non  plus  qu'a  le  considerer  comme  rem- 
plissant  une  fonction  civile,  ce  qui  est  necessaire  pour  qu'il 
jouisse  de  I'independanoe  dont  il  a  besoin  pour  remplir  ce  re- 
ligieux  ministere,  auquel  on  attente  publiquement  pour  la 
premiere  fois  depuis  qu'il  existe  des  peuples  civilises. 

[9]  Vous  nous  avez  envoye  il  y  a  un  mois  une  collection  de 
"  Morning  Chronicle"  des  10  derniers  jours  d'Aout,  de  Septem- 
bre,  d'Octobre,  de  Novembre,  et  jusqu'au  14  Decembre,  mais 
il  y  manque  sept  numeros. 

II  parait  que  le  "  Courier,"  qui  est  un  journal  semi-oflScial, 
a  dit  que  vous  avez  intercepte,  en  Septembre,  1818,  une  cor- 
respondance  de  I'Europe  avec  nous;  [10]pourquoi  ne  nous 
I'avoir  pas  communique  ?  Comme  nous  n'avons  aucune  con- 
naissance  de  ce  fait,  je  suis  eg^lement  charge  de  le  declarer 
faux  et  calomnieux. 

II  est  arrive  depuis  quinze  jours  des  journaux  [11]  des  der- 
niers jours  de  Decembre,  et  de  tout  Janvier  ;  vous  ne  nous  en 
avez  envoye  aucun. 

'  Vous  avez  a  nous  des  caisses  [12]  de  hvres,  une  collection 
de  "  Morning  Chronicle,"  et  des  "  Revues  d'Edimbourg"  arri- 
eres  ;  vous  les  retenez  depuis  plusieurs  mois. 

Vous  nous  menacez  verbalement  et  par  6crit ;  vous  m6oon- 
VoL.  XL— Dd 
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naissez  notre  caractere  ;  lien  ne  pourra  jamais  nous  faire  [13] 
devier  du  chemin  de  I'honneur  et  du  devoir. 
J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  &c. 

Le  General  Comte  de  Montholon. 


Observations  by  Sir  Hudson  Lo\ve  annexed  to  the  forego- 
ing letter  from  Count  Montholon  on  returning  it  to  him. 

[1]  This  letter  is  returned  for  the  same  reasons  as  preced- 
ing ones.  Vide  Earl  Bathurst's  Instruction  to  Sir  H.  Lowe 
ol'  Uie  17th  of  September,  1817,  communicated  to  Count  Ber- 
trand  on  the  3d  of  January,  1618,  and  also  letter  to  Count 
Montholon,  dated  the  2d  of  April,  1819. 

[2]  The  Governor  has  already  stated  the  only  motives 
which  had  heretofore  determined  his  forbearance  in  respect  to 
Count  Bertrand.  Vide  his  letter  of  the  4th  of  April,  1819,  to 
Count  Montholon. 

[3]  This  is  not  a  disavowal  of  the  letter,  nor  of  the  false- 
hoods it  contains. 

[4]  If  Napoleon  Bonaparte  believes  what  is  stated  in  this 
letter  to  be  perfectly  exact,  it  affords  the  strongest  proof  of  the 
illusion  in  which  a  person  who  refuses  to  himself  any  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  or  knowing  what  passes  can  be  kept  by  those 
around  him.  The  Governor  declares  the  letter  to  be  a  shame- 
less libel  throughout,  discoloring  every  fact  or  circumstance, 
torturing  even  acts  of  attention  into  outrages,  sent  forth  to  the 
world  with  the  express  design  to  blacken  and  defame,  and  by 
such  unworthy  means  attempt  to  excite  the  public  commisera- 
tion. 

1 5]  Captain  Blakeney  delivered  his  own  sentiments  to 
Count  Bertrand  on  this  point.  It  is  false  that  the  letter  he 
wrote  was  dictated  by  the  Governor,  or  any  other  that  has 
been  sent.  There  is  not  a  syllable  in  the  Governor's  letter 
of  the  25th  of  July,  1817,  on  such  subject. 

[6]  As  a  proof  how  much  real  delicacy  has  been  hitherto 
practiced  on  this  point,  and  how  little  acknowledgment  it 
ever  produces,  a  statement  from  Captain  Blakeney  is  annexed. 
Count  Montholon,  in  a  discussion  on  this  very  matter,  admit- 
ted the  absolute  propriety  of  every  article  which  left  or  was 
sent  to  Longwood  being  examined,  and  proposed  it  should  be 
done  at  or  outside  the  barrier  ;  which  was  immediately  ac- 
ceded to. 

[7]  The  Governor  considers  these  letters  as  delivered,  and 
will  act  upon  them  accordingly. 
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[8]  The  Governor's  letter  of  the  25th  of  July,  1818,  and 
note  of  the  25th  of  March,  1819,  the  contents  of  which  have 
been  again  referred  to  or  repeated  in  the  communications 
made  to  Count  Montholon  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  April,  point 
out  the  very  simple  and  natural  conditions  upon  which  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  may  have  at  any  time  made  his  selection 
of  a  medical  attendant.  The  Governor  has,  notwithstanding, 
drawn  out  some  observations  on  the  proposals  contained  in 
Count  Montholon's  letter,  and  they  are  sent  herewith.^  He 
was  rendered  aware  that  Count  Bertrand  had  taken  upon 
himself  to  show  Count  Montholon's  letter  to  Mr.  Ricketts, 
who  will  know  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  his  name,  and 
form  his  own  judgment  upon  it. 

[9]  The  Governor  sent  all  the  newspapers  he  received  ;  he 
has  never  withdrawn  any  paper  of  a  regular  series  received 
by  him,  although  he  shall  not  hesitate  to  do  so  if  he  sees  a 
sufficient  motive  for  it.  If  any  numbers  of  the  papers  usually 
sent  by  the  Governor  have  not  been  seen  by  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, they  must  liave  been  heft  bach  from  him  by  his  own 
followers. 

[10]  The  information  which  is  here  sought  after  will  not 
be  given.  The  Governor  does  not  intend  to  become  the  chan- 
nel for  the  delivery  of  letters  or  parcels  clandestinely  sent  here, 
or  of  making  known  their  contents. 

[11]  No  series  of  any  papers  have  been  received  by  the 
Governor  of  later  date  than  the  12th  of  December.  He  has 
made  it  an  invariable  practice,  when  he  obtained  any  papers 
of  a  late  date  otherwise  than  by  the  regular  channels,  to  send 
them  directly  to  Longwood  ;  but  as  an  act  of  regard  which 
he  was  every  way  disposed  to  show,  and  not  of  direct  obliga- 
tion. 

[12]  The  Governor  has  not  in  his  possession  any  books, 
"Morning  Chronicles,"  and  "Edinburgh  Reviews,"  for  the 
persons  at  Longwood,  nor  does  he  know  of  any  that  have 
been  sent  expressly  for  them.  The  "  Morning  Chronicle" 
has  been  regularly  forwarded  to  Longwood.  It  is  the  only 
paper  received  from  England  expressly  for  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte. All  other  papers  sent  have  been  the  Governor's,  or 
borrowed  by  him. 

Some  French  books  were  sent  in  a  separate  box,  directed 
to  be  delivered  to  a  person  under  a  feigned  name,  and  sup- 


1  See  Observations,  dated  April  10,  1819,  on  Count  Montholon's  let- 
ter of  the  1st  of  April,  pp.  622-624,  ante. 
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posed  to  be  destined  for  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  which  were 
some  months  since  forwarded  to  Count  Montholon  on  his 
application.     No  others  have  since  arrived. 

[13]  The  officers  who  have  accompanied  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte hither  are  of  course  at  liberty  to  follow  the  path  of 
honor  and  duty  according  to  their  own  feelings.  The  Gov- 
ernor does  not  dispute  the  sentiments  or  the  principles  of 
attachment  which  bind  them  to  their  superior,  particularly 
in  his  adversity.  Whether  such  attachment  has  been  shown 
in  the  way  most  honorable  to  themselves,  or  most  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  individual  to  whom  they  are  attached,  by  the  course 
they  have  pursued,  it  is  not  the  Governor's  business  todiscups. 
All  that  he  has  to  require  of  them  is  expressed  in  the  annexed 
extracts  from  his  instructions,  which  have  been  before  trans- 
mitted. H.  Lowe,  Lieut. -General. 


No.  160. 
To  Lieut. -Genekal  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  July  5,  1819. 
Sm — I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  to  lay  before  the 
Prince  Regent  your  several  dispatches  of  the  dates  and  num- 
bers specified  in  the  margin,  and  I  have  his  Royal  Highness's 
gracious  commands  to  signify  to  you  his  approbation  of  your 
conduct  on  the  several  points  to  which  these  dispatches  have 
referred.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Bathurst. 


No.  161. 
To  Lieut. -Genekai-  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  Juhj  7,  1819. 
Sir — 1  have  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Prince 
Regent  your  dispatch  No.  218,  in  which  you  state  what  had 
passed  between  you  and  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  dispatch  which  he  had  received  from  the  Duke 
de  Richelieu,  dated  the  .  His  Royal  Highness  en- 
tirely approves  of  your  conduct  in  resisting  the  pretensions 
with  which  the  French  Commissioner,  in  consequence  of  this 
dispatch,  endeavored  to  maintain  an  unrestricted  intercourse 
with  the  followers  of  General  Bonaparte,  as  well  as  with  the 
General  himself  The  British  Government  is  alone  responsi- 
ble to  Europe  for  the  safii  custody  of  General  Bonaparte,  and 
that  responsibility  must  cease  if  any  person  not  named  by  the 
British  Government,  nor  acting  under  its  authority  or  control. 
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has  a  right  to  have  what  communications  he  may  choose 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Longwood.  Under  the  protocol  signed 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  Commissioners  may  from  time  to 
time,  if  they  think  proper,  ascertain  by  personal  intercourse 
the  presence  of  General  Bonaparte  at  St.  Helena,  and  you  have 
accordingly  received  instructions  under  what  regulations  these 
interviews  are  to  take  place.  THe  followers  of  General  Bo- 
naparte stand  upon  a  very  different  principle.  There  can  not 
exist  the  same  necessity  of  seeing  them  ;  and  you  will  exer- 
cise your  judgment  with  regard  to  the  time  and  manner  in 
which  they  may  have  occasional  communications  with  the 
Commissioners ;  or  you  may  prohibit  them  altogether  if,  as 
may  be  in  the  case  of  Count  Bertrand,  their  insolence  should 
appear  to  be  encouraged,  or  their  falsehoods  be  countenanced, 
by  too  frequent  intercourse  with  the  Commissioners.  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  French  Court  will  have  any 
wish  to  promote  familiarities  with  those  inhabitants  of  Long- 
wood  who  are  laboring  by  every  means  in  their  power  to 
calumniate  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  wliioh  has  been  imposed  upon  it.  But, 
whatever  representations  may  be  made  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, they  must  be  made  here  ;  and  you  will  not  allow 
yourself  to  be  moved  from  the  course  you  may  think  proper 
to  pursue  by  any  pretensions  which  the  French  Commissioner 
may  be  induced  to  advance  in  consequence  of  dispatches  which 
he  receives  from  Paris. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathitrst. 


No.  162. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  July  12,  1819 
My  DEAR  Sir — I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  direct 
any  prosecutions  against  the  "  Morning  Chronicle,"  or  Mr. 
O'Meara's  publications,  not  because  I  felt  any  indifference  on 
the  subject,  but  because  London  juries  are  very  uncertain  in 
their  verdicts,  and  one  ill-disposed  juryman  would  be  able  to 
acquit  the  parties,  which  would  give  occasion  for  triumph, 
and  appear  to  justify  the  complaints  which  have  been  made 
ao-ainst  you.  As  it  is,  you  will  have  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  that,  after  all  their  publications  and  all  their  threats, 
not  one  person  has  ever  opened  his  mouth  in  Parhament  in 
favor  of  Buonaparte.  You  are  acting  with  great  prudence  in 
avoiding,  if  possible,  any  scene  with  Buonaparte  ;  and  I  trust 
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that  the  apprehension  of  the  orderly  ofRcer  coming  into  his 
room  will  induce  him  to  show  himself,  so  as  to  make  a  scene 
unnecessary.  You  will  find,  I  think,  Abbe  Buonavita  a  very 
harmless  man.  The  surgeon  is  reckoned  very  intelligent, 
but  I  think,  will  not  be  disposed  to  be  troublesome,  as  he  is 
apparently  inclined  to  make  advances  to  the  Government  by 
proposing  to  dedicate  the  work  he  is  completing  to  the  Prince 
Regent. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  fortunate  than  Mr.  Rioketts's 
visit  at  St.  Helena.  He  has  given  the  most  satisfactory  reports 
concerning  the  real  state  of  the  business,  and  saw  through  all 
the  mancEUvres  which  were  practiced  to  impose  upon  him.  I 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Dr  Baxter,  but  I 
expect  to  see  him  in  a  day  or  two. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Balcombe,  you  will  let  it  be  known 
that,  in  the  event  of  his  arriving  at  St.  Helena,  you  have  or- 
ders to  send  him  away.  His  partners  must  not  be  allowed 
to  continue  their  contract  if  his  name  is  in  it.  I  imagine  he 
can  not  be  dismissed  from  his  office  of  Surveyor  of  Sales  but 
by  order  of  the  Court  of  Directors  ;  and  I  am  not  sure  what 
may  be  the  result  of  the  representation  which  I  shall  prob- 
ably make  to  them  on  the  subject.  I  say  probably,  for  I  do 
not  much  like  making  representations  of  that  description  un- 
less there  is  a  good  chance  of  their  being  attended  to. 

I  am,  &c.  Bathurst. 

July  13. 

P.S. — I  see  by  the  newspapers  that  Mr.  Hutchinson  yester- 
day said  something  about  Buonaparte  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but  it  produced  no  effect,  and  was  not  attended  to. 


No,  163. 
To  Henry  Goulburn,  Esq.,  M.P. 

St.  Helena,  December  18,  1819. 
Sir — I  beg  leave  to  inclose  to  you,  for  Earl  Bathurst's  in- 
formation, a  distribution  of  the  stores  sent  out  for  the  use  of 
General  Bonaparte,  his  officers,  and  attendants,  in  the  year 
1816,  stating  the  manner  in  which  great  part  of  them  have 
been  disposed  of,  and  what  articles  are  still  remaining.  Hav- 
ing observed  assertions  to  have  been  made  in  some  recent 
publications,  particularly  one  under  the  name  of  Count  Las 
Cases,  that  a  part  of  those  stores  had  been  appropriated  to 
my  own  use,  and  that  of  other  individuals,  I  have  caused  to 
be  marked  in  the  distribution  the  very  few  articles  that  have 
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been  taken,  fov  payment  or  otherwise,  from  the  stores  in  ques- 
tion, none  of  which,  however,  had  been  particularly  destined 
for  General  Bonaparte's  own  use,  or  were  obtained  by  de- 
priving others  of  them. 

By  Sir  Henry  Bunbury's  letter  to  me,  of  the  3d  of  January, 
1816,  I  was  authorized  to  dispose  by  sale  of  such  articles  as 
might  not  be  wanted,  on  the  ground  that  other  furniture  had 
been  already  provided  for  the  use  of  General  Bonaparte.  On 
my  arrival  here,  however,  I  found  the  furniture  provided  to 
have  been  all  second-hand,  and  of  very  inferior  quality.  It 
became  necessary,  in  consequence,  to  immediately  appropri- 
ate a  part  of  the  new  furniture  to  iit  up  the  old  house  at 
Lougwood,  and  I  judged  it  necessary  to  retain  the  remainder 
for  the  new  building,  whenever  it  might  be  undertaken.  A 
house  allotted  to  the  naval  Commander-in-Chief — viz.,  that 
before  occupied  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  was  left  wholly 
unfurnished.  E,ear-Admiral  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm,  on  arriv- 
ing here,  applied  to  have  it  fitted  up.  He  suggested  at  the 
same  time  the  appropriating  a  part  of  the  furniture  brought 
out  for  General  Bonaparte's  new  house  to  this  use.  The  re- 
ply I  made  to  his  letter  explained  my  objections  to  him  ;  but 
as  there  was  a  real  difficulty  in  procuring  furniture  on  this 
island,  and  as  I  had  been  authorized  to  dispose  of  any  super- 
fluous articles  that  had  arrived,  I  caused  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  new  furniture  to  be  sent  to  the  Admiral's  house,  hav- 
ing, in  concurrence  with  the  Council,  provided  at  the  Com- 
pany's expense  such  other  necessary  and  indispensable  arti- 
cles as  were  wanting.  I  afterward  took  some  articles  of  fur- 
niture for  two  bedrooms  at  Plantation  House.  The  liberality 
of  the  East  India  Company  would  have  rendered  it  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  have  applied  to  this  source  if  any  furniture 
could  have  been  otherwise  procured  ;  but,  as  these  articles 
were  not  immediately  wanted,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  apply 
them  for  the  time  being  to  the  use  above  mentioned.  The 
numerous  guests  my  situation  here  compels  me  to  receive  at 
Plantation  House,  particularly  persons  of  any  rank,  such  as 
Admiral,  Commissioners,  &c.,  are  almost  invariably  furnished 
with  beds.  It  was  to  fit  up  rooms  for  their  occasional  accom- 
modation, and  not  my  own,  these  articles  were  taken. 

An  account  annexed  will  prove,  however,  that  the  amount 
of  the  articles  which  have  been  furnished  to  Longwood,  either 
by  myself  or  from  furniture  provided  for  the  Government 
Houses  by  the  Company,  has  exceeded,  both  in  quantity  and 
value,  that  which  has  been  taken  from  the  stores  in  question. 
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In  other  respects,  the  articles  are  still  quite  fresh,  and  as  dis- 
posable for  the  new  building  at  Long-wood  as  when  they  first 
came  out.  1  have  added  a  separate  list  of  the  articles  sup- 
plied for  the  Admiral's  house,  and  of  such  as  I  suffered  to  be 
obtained  by  purchase.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

H.  Lowe. 


No.  164. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street  March  16,  1820. 

Sir — Having  understood  that  it  is  the  intention  both  of 
Count  Montholon  and  General  Bertrand  to  apply  for  leave  to 
return  to  Europe,  and  as,  in  consequence  of  their  departure, 
General  Buonaparte's  society  at  Longwood  will  be  essentially 
straitened,  you  will  take  a  fit  opportunity  of  conveying  to  him 
His  Majesty's  disposition  to  attend  to  any  wish  which  the 
General  may  express  in  favor  of  any  individual  whose  arrival 
at  Longwood  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  General. 

If  General  Buonaparte  should  prefer  leaving  the  selection 
either  to  the  Cardinal  Fesch,  or  to  the  Princess  Pauline  de 
Borghese,  I  will  readily  make  a  communication  to  that  efl^ect. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  the  person  who  shall  so  go 
out  must  come  within  the  established  regulations,  viz.,  he 
must  be  subject  to  the  conditions  to  which  the  persons  who 
last  went  out  subscribed,  and  must  not  have  been  already  in 
the  island.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Bathurst. 


To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  March  16,  1820. 
Dear  Sir — Unless  any  thing  should  have  occurred  which 
should,  in  your  opinion,  make  the  withholding  the  communi- 
cation of  the  inclosed  dispatch  advisable,  you  will  transmit  a 
copy  of  it,  or  an  extract,  as  you  may  judge  fit  to  Buonaparte. 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  165. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  March  16,  1820. 
Dear  Sir — By  one  of  the  earliest  opportunities  Lady  Hol- 
land intends  to  send  a  packet  for  Madame  Bertrand.     Among 
other  things  there  will  be,  as  I  understand,  some  miniature 
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pictures  and  other  souvenirs,  from  some  of  Bonaparte's  family. 
I  have  no  objection  to  any  remembrances  of  this  kind  coming 
from  his  family  to  him  ;  but  as  any  thing  which  comes  from 
that  quarter  must  be  suspicious,  you  will  do  well  to  examine 
carefully  that  this  is  not  the  channel  of  some  clandestine  com- 
munication contained  within  it,  of  which  Lady  Holland  may 
not  herself  be  aware.  I  thought  it  right  just  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  this  circumstance  before  the  packet  is  delivered  to 
Madame  Bertrand,  lest  you  should  imagine  that  by  its  having 
been  sent  with  my  consent  I  could  vouch  for  its  contents. 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c.  Bathukst. 


No.  166. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sik  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  A-pril  12,  1820. 

Sir — I  have  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  His  Majesty 
your  dispatch  No.  271,  by  which  it  appears  that  you  have 
extended  the  limits  within  which  General  Buonaparte  may  be 
allowed  to  ride  without  being  attended  by  a  British  officer. 
I  am  commanded  by  His  Majesty  to  inform  you  that  he  will 
always  hear  with  great  pleasure  the  adoption  of  any  measure 
which  can  in  any  way  tend  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  those 
regulations  which  it  is  necessary  to  observe  for  the  safe  custody 
of  General  Buonaparte's  person  in  the  island  of  St.  Helena. 

The  revolution  which  appears  to  have  been  lately  effected 
in  Spain  chiefly  by  the  intervention  of  the  Spanish  army,  has 
naturally  excited  a  considerable  ferment  in  France,  and  more 
particularly  among  the  disbanded  army  of  the  Loire.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  appearance  of  General  Buonaparte  in 
France  would  certainly  be  very  propitious,  not  only  to  those 
who  are  immediately  attached  to  him,  but  to  those  also,  who, 
from  a  revolutionary  spirit,  would  be  glad  of  any  change  which 
would  tend  to  overthrow  the  ancient  establishment  of  the 
states.  It  can  not,  therefore,  be  doubted  that  he  will  receive 
stronff  solicitations  to  escape  ;  and  possibly  some  measures  will 
be  undertaken  in  Europe,  or  planned  here  to  be  undertaken 
elsewhere,  with  a  view  of  enabling  him  to  attempt  it.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  however,  that  so  long  as  you  ascertain  his  being 
safe  in  his  house  each  night,  and  at  the  moment  when  any 
ship  sails,  however  dexterous  the  plan  may  be,  it  can  not  pos- 
sibly succeed.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  you  may  be  pretty 
sure  that,  if  you,should  find  him  at  the  present  crisi.s  disposed 
to  be  gracious,  he  is  meditating  escape  ;  and  though  you  will 

DD* 
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not  fail  to  meet  his  advances  with  any  show  of  attention,  and 
in  a  manner  as  if  you  in  no  way  distrusted  them,  you  will  take 
care  to  be  on  the  alert.     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Bathurst. 


No.  167. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

(Private.) 

Downing  Street,  May  31,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir — In  consequence  of  the  doubts  expressed  in 
your  private  letter  of  the  — ,  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted 
by  you  in  the  event  of  General  Buonaparte's  shooting  a  man, 
Lord  Bathurst  thought  it  advisable  to  make  the  line  of  your 
duty  perfectly  clear  by  fortifying  you  with  a  legal  opinion  of 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  as  to  the  liability  of  General 
Bonaparte,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he 
stands  in  St.  Helena,  to  trial  and  conviction  for  felony.  The 
numerous  avocations  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General 
have  prevented  their  making  a  report  in  time  to  be  forwarded 
by  the  present  opportunity,  and  Lord  Bathurst  has  therefore 
directed  me  to  apprise  you  of  this  circumstance  with  a  view 
both  to  account  for  the  delay  in  transmitting  instructions  upon 
this  point,  and  to  prevent  your  adopting  any  criminal  proceed- 
ings with  respect  to  General  Buonaparte  (if  he  should  act  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  subject  himself  to  them)  until  you  are  in 
possession  of  the  instructions  which,  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
law  oificers'  report.  Lord  Bathurst  will  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  transmitting  for  j'our  guidance. 

Believe  me,  &c.  Henry  Goulbuhn. 


No.  168. 
To  D.  Ibbetson,  Esq. 

Plantation  House,  August  29,  1820. 

Sir — The  Governor  has  had  his  attention  very  painfully 
drawn  of  late  to  some  complaints  of  a  serious  nature  respect- 
ing the  supplies  at  Longwood. 

The  first  regarding  the  failure  of  fresh  butter. — The  diffi- 
culty was  raised'  the  moment  the  Governor  became  informed 
of  it,  and  would  have  been  so  much  sooner  had  he  been  in- 
formed. The  failure  of  any  article  of  ordinary  and  expected 
supply  is  not  for  a  single  day  to  be  withheld  from  his  informa- 

'   Sic,  but  query  "  removed"  ! 
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tion.  You  have,  in  this  respect,  no  discretion.  You  are  im- 
mediately to  report,  either  to  Sir  Thomas  Reade,  in  the  town, 
to  find  means  to  supply  the  want,  or  to  me,  for  the  Governor's 
information.  In  points  where  your  own  foresight  might  pre- 
vent complaint,  the  occasion  of  such  reports  ought  very  rarely 
to  occur. 

The  next  complaint  regards  the  supply  of  fish. — It  is  well 
known  that  the  fishing-hoats  with  the  best  fish  on  board  do  not 
come  in  till  late  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  the  persons  at  Long- 
wood  have  heen  frequently  informed  of  this  circumstance  as 
a  reason  for  General  Bonaparte's  table  not  being  supplied  at 
the  usual  hour  of  his  dinner.  Fish,  however,  is  occasionally 
bi-ought  in  in  the  morning,  and  measures  consequently  might 
be  taken  by  you  to  secure  a  larger  quantity  of  what  is  brought 
in  at  that  time,  particularly  of  the  smaller  fish,  being  that  he 
is  most  fond  of  Activity  on  your  part,  and  that  of  the  person 
you  employ  in  the  town,  is  all  that  is  wanting  to  remedy  the 
complaint  on  this  head. 

The  next  article  is  bread. — There  can  he  no  excuse  for  this 
being  of  a  bad  quality,  flour  being  sent  here  for  the  express 
use  of  General  Bonaparte's  table.  You  will  please  to  ascer- 
tain with  precision  whether  this  flour  is  employed  by  the 
baker  for  any  other  tables  than  those  at  Longwood,  except 
such  proportion  as  is  directed  by  the  Governor  for  his  use. 

The  next  article  is  beer. — This  is  an  article  of  such  small 
demand  at  Longwood,  that  no  difficulty  ought  ever  to  exist. 
No  beer  ought  to  be  sent  up  to  Longwood  which  has  not  been 
tried  and  approved.  It  is  easy  further  to  remedy  any  com- 
plaint on  this  head  by  procuring  some  casks  of  what  is  called 
Hodson's  pale  ale,  which  would  always  ensure  against  any 
complaint  that  might  be  made  on  account  of  casual  defects 
in  the  quality  of  the  usually  provided  beer. 

The  next  article  is  beef — In  this  respect  you  are  in  some 
degree  dependent  on  the  contractor,  but  it  is  still  your  business 
to  see  daily  the  meat  that  he  provides,  and  to  cause  it  to  be 
returned  if  not  of  the  best  kind.  The  mutton  should  also  be 
examined  before  it  is  sent  to  Longwood,  and  any  defect  in  the 
quality  instantly  reported  to  Sir  Thomas  Reade  or  to  me. 

Fruit  is  another  article  which  you  are  bound  equally  to 
provide.  The  Governor  can  admit  no  plea  for  your  not  re- 
ceiving a  supply  of  oranges  and  such  fruit  as  may  be  in  season 
from  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope  by  every  vessel  that  comes  from 

it. 

I  am,  &c.  G.  GoRREQUE^, 
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No.  169. 

To  Lieut. -General  Siu  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  November  30,  1820. 

Sir — I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  several 
dispatches  inclosing  the  communications  which  have  recently 
passed  between  the  French  Commissioner  and  yourself  on  the 
subject  of  his  renewed  intention  of  proceeding  to  Longwood, 
and  of  holding  an  unrestricted  intercourse  with  the  followers 
of  General  Buonaparte. 

As  it  may  be  inferred  from  your  dispatch  of  the  20th  Sep- 
tember (No.  323)  that  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu  had  de- 
termined not  to  pjress  the  point  further,  his  Majesty  trusts 
that  he  is  become  sensible  of  the  impossibility  of  your  com- 
plying with  his  request,  and  that  he  will  not  reduce  you  to 
the  painful  alternative  of  exerting  the  authority  which  you 
possess  for  the  prevention  of  such  a  communication  with  the 
followers  of  General  Buonaparte  as  that  which  he  had  pro- 
posed. Should,  however,  the  attempt  be  renewed,  you  will 
continue  to  adhere  to  the  line  which  you  have  so  properly 
laid  down.  You  will  facilitate,  by  every  means  in  your 
power,  the  admission  of  the  Commissioner  to  see  General 
Buonaparte  himself,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  dis- 
charge of  his  own  duty,  as  laid  down  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
and  the  Protocol  of  the  Congress  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  ;  but  you 
will  firmly  maintain  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Allied 
Powers  have  no  right,  without  your  acquiescence,  to  commu- 
nicate with  his  followers  or  attendants. 

His  Majesty  feels  it  to  be  particularly  necessary  that  this 
latter  point  should  be  distinctly  understood.  The  custody  of 
General  Buonaparte  having  been  committed  to  his  Majesty 
by  the  Allied  Powers,  his  Majesty  is  alone  responsible  for  the 
prevention  of  his  escape,  and  must  therefore  be  the  sole  judge 
of  what  restrictions  are  necessary  for  this  purpose.  It  is  im- 
possible not  to  feel  that  the  Allied  Powers,  however  cordially 
united  in  interests  and  feelings  at  the  present  moment,  may, 
from  various  circumstances,  entertain  hereafter  different  or 
contradictory  political  views,  even  with  respect  to  the  deten- 
tion of  General  Buonaparte  ;  nor  is  this  less  likely  to  originate 
in  the  instance  of  France  than  in  that  of  any  other  of  the 
Governments  which  were  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  evident  that  a  free  or  un- 
restricted intercourse  between  the  Commissioners  of  the  Allied 
Powers  and  the  followers  of  General  Buonaparte,  or  with  Gen- 
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eral  Buonaparte  himself,  would  afford  the  readiest  means  of 
giving  effect  to  such  a  partial  deviation  from  the  general  policy 
of  the  Allied  Powers,  and  might  raise  insuperable  obstacles 
to  the  due  performance  of  the  duty  with  which  his  Majesty 
is  invested. 

His  Majesty  therefore  considers  it  advisable  that  the  prin- 
ciple advanced  by  the  French  Commissioner  should  be  resisted 
on  this  the  first  occasion  of  its  having  ever  been  formally 
brought  forward,  as  there  can  be  now  no  ground  to  suspect 
or  distrust  the  objects  of  the  French  Government ;  so  that,  in 
all  future  cases  in  which  an  unrestricted  intercourse  with  the 
followers  of  General  Buonaparte  or  with  General  Buonaparte 
himself  may  be  claimed  by  any  Commissioner,  the  claim  may 
be  resisted  on  the  ground  of  general  regulations,  independent 
of  any  consideration  or  discussion  of  the  particular  reasons 
which  render -it  objectionable.      I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

Bathurst. 


No.  170. 
To  Lieut.-General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  February  16,  1821. 

Sir — The  accounts  which  you  have  of  late  transmitted  re- 
specting the  health  of  General  Buonaparte,  have  not  failed  to 
engage  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  As  the 
General  obstinately  persists  in  refusing  the  admittance  of  an 
English  physician,  it  is  very  difficult  to  form  a  right  judgment 
of  the  reports  which  you  receive,  since  they  come  almost  ex- 
clusively from  persons  whom  you  know  to  have  every  disposi^ 
tion  to  deceive  you.  The  reports  which  Mr.  O'Meara  deliv- 
ered to  you  previous  to  his  departure  are  now  acknowledged 
to  have  been  false,  and  it  can  not  be  forgotten  that  Counts 
Montholon  and  Bevtrand,  and  General  Buonaparte  himself, 
united  in  actively  supporting,  if  they  did  not  originally  sug- 
gest, these  misrepresentations.  Still,  however,  there  are 
many  circumstances  which  now  tend  to  confirm  the  reports 
which  you  have  transmitted — not  to  the  extent  of  apprehend- 
ing immediate  danger,  but  to  the  belief  of  his  health  really 
beginning  to  decline. 

It  is,  I  think,  quite  clear  that  when  he  rode  to  the  house 
of  Sir  William  Doveton  he  was  disposed  to  break  through  the 
system  of  seclusion  he  had  so  long  voluntarily  imposed  upon 
himself  That  he  should  seem  exhausted  with  such  a  ride, 
after  a  three  years'  interruption  of  all  horse  exercise,  is  not 
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very  extraordinary,  considering  his  corpulence  and  sedentary 
habits  ;  but  his  entire  discontinuance  of  such  exercise  after- 
ward does  imply  something  more  than  accidental  fatigue. 
His  looks  seem,  by  the  report  of  those  on  whom  some  depend- 
ence can  be  placed,  to  betray  ill  health.  He  is  seen  to  walk, 
sometimes  at  least,  feebly.  He  frequently  dines  alone,  which 
it  was  not  his  practice  to  do  ;  and  he  evidently  passes  much 
more  of  his  time  alone  (if  not  in  bed)  than  formerly.  But 
then,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  reasons  for  suspect- 
ing, not  that  the  whole  is  a  deceit,  but  that  the  extent  of  the 
malady  is  designedly  exaggerated.  His  reluctance  to  admit 
an  English  physician  is  of  itself  suspicious.  The  extreme 
desire  which  he  expressed  to  go  to  Europe  for  his  health,  just 
at  the  time  when  the  account  of  the  commotions  in  Italy 
must  have  arrived  in  St.  Helena,  and  the  prescription  of  min- 
eral waters  by  his  own  surgeon,  the  drinking  of  which  was 
Madame  Montholon's  pretense  of  proceeding  to  this  country, 
make  the  accounts  of  his  indisposition  somewhat  questionable  ; 
and  these  doubts  are  not  removed  by  the  manner  in  which 
Count  Montholon,  knowing  that  his  account  would  be  read, 
writes  to  his  wife  on  the  subject.  He  shows  an  evident  in- 
tention to  deceive,  by  representing  General  Buonaparte  as 
being  too  ill  to  leave  his  apartment,  at  a  time  when,  in  fact, 
the  General  was  taking  daily  exercise  in  his  carriage.  He  at 
the  sa:me  time  betrays  his  belief  that  he  does  not  consider  the 
General's  illness  as  one  which  at  least  threatens  immediate 
danger,  by  his  mention  of  future  arrangements  for  his  own 
return  to  Europe ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  apathy  which 
Count  Bertrand  is  accused  of  feeling  toward  General  Buona- 
parte, it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  the  daily  formal  visit  which  is  mentioned  in  the  letter 
of  Count  Montholon,  if  he  apprehended  serious  indisposition.  H', 
however,  there  had  not  been  previous  deceit,  I  should  not  have 
allowed  these  circumstances,  and  others  which  might  be  men- 
tioned, to  have  any  weight ;  and,  though  they  are  now  enough  to 
make  us  wary,  they  ought  not  to  make  us  incredulous.  Besides 
which,  I  entertain  no  favorable  opinion  of  those  who  are  about 
General  Buonaparte's  person  ;  they  are  all  evidently  weary  of 
their  duty  ;  and,  as  his  death  would  be  their  release,  they  may 
not  take  as  lively  an  interest  in  persuading  him  to  take  med- 
ical advice  as  they  i'eei  when  their  own  health  is  concerned. 
I  am  aware  how  difficult  it  is  to  make  any  communication 
to  the  General  which  will  not  be  liable  to  misinterpretation, 
and  yet,  if  he  be  really  ill,  he  may  derive  some  consolation  by 
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knowing  that  the  repeated  accounts  which  have  of  late  been 
transmitted  of  his  declining  health  have  not  been  received  with 
indifference.  You  will  therefore  communicate  to  General  Buo- 
naparte the  great  interest  which  his  Majesty  has  taken  in  the 
recent  accounts  of  his  indisposition,  and  the  anxiety  which  his 
Majesty  feels  to  afford  him  every  relief  of  which  his  situation 
admits.  You  will  assure  General  Buonaparte  that  there  is 
no  alleviation  which  can  be  derived  from  additional  medical 
assistance,  nor  any  arrangement  consistent  with  the  safe  cus- 
tody of  his  person  at  St.  Helena  (and  his  Majesty  can  not  now 
hold  out  any  expectation  of  a  removal),  which  his  Majesty 
is  not  most  ready  and  desirous  to  afford.  You  will  not  only 
repeat  the  offer,  which  has  been  already  more  than  once  made, 
of  such  further  medical  assistance  as  the  island  of  St.  Helena 
affords,  but  you  will  give  him  the  option  of  procuring  the 
attendance  of  any  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  are  at  the 
Cape,  where  there  is  one,  at  least,  of  considerable  eminence 
in  his  profession  ;  and  in  case  of  any  wish  being  expressed  by 
the  General  to  receive  such  advice,  you  will  consider  yourself 
authorized  to  make  a  communication  to  the  Cape,  and  to  take 
such  other  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  imme- 
diate attendance  of  the  person  whom  the  General  may  name. 
In  making  this  communication  to  General  Buonaparte,  his 
Majesty  is  confident  that  the  General  will  at  once  see* the  pro- 
priety of  his  not  requesting  the  advice  of  either  of  those  med- 
ical attendants  upon  him  who  have  been  dismissed  from  his 
Majesty's  service  on  account  of  their  misconduct. 

1  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  171. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K.C.B. 

(Separate.) 
Colonial  Office,  London,  Fehruarij  17,  1821. 
Sir — Befoi-e  this  dispatch  reaches  St.  Helena  sufficient 
time  will  have  elapsed  since  the  date  of  your  last  communi- 
cations to  enable  you  to  form  a  more  accurate  judgment  with 
respect  to  the  extent  and  reality  of  General  Buonaparte's  in- 
disposition. Should  your  observations  convince  you  that  the 
illness  has  been  assumed,  you  will  of  course  consider  yourself 
at  liberty  to  withhold  from  him  the  communication  which  you 
are  otherwise  authorized  to  make  in  my  dispatch  No.  21.  But 
should  you,  on  the  other  hand,  be  satisfied  that  his  health  is 
more  or  less  seriously  affected,  you  will  lose  no  time  in  con- 
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veying  to  him  the  information  which  that  dispatch  contains, 
and  in  aiibrding  to  him  any  further  relief  or  additional  comfort 
of  which  his  situation  is  susceptible. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathurst. 


No.  172. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  April  U,  1821. 

My  Lord — The  inclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Count 
Montholon  may  merit,  as  usual,  your  Lord.ship's  perusal.  It 
may  be  regarded  as  a  bulletin  of  General  Bonaparte's  health, 
meant  for  circulation  at  Paris. 

I  shall  have  a  fuller  communication  to  make  by  the  next 
occasion.  Dr.  Arnott  has  this  moment  left  mc.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  most  remarkable  part  of  his  information  to  me. 

He  saw  General  Bonaparte  twice  yesterday.  In  the  morn- 
ing he  foimd  him  somewhat  better,  but,  on  seeing  him  in  the 
afternoon,  was  told  he  had  been  attacked  with  vomiting.  He 
threw  something  off  his  stomach  while  Dr.  Arnott  was  with 
him ;  it  appeared  little  else  than  what  he  had  been  taking 
for  his  sustenance — jelly,  bread,  milk,  capillaire.  The  attack 
ceasing,  General  Bonaparte  began  conversing,  and  told  Dr. 
Arnott  that  "  his  fever  was  now  over  [partie),  and  that  he 
was  returned  to  the  same  state  in  which  he  had  been  for  the 
last  six  months — great  weakness,  loss  of  appetite."  Ho  then 
put  his  hand  to  his  right  side,  over  the  liver,  and  said,  "  Le 
foie"  raising  up  his  shirt,  in  order  that  Dr.  Arnott  might  feel 
and  examine,  and  pointing  out  the  place  to  him.  Count 
Bertrand  (who  was  the  only  other  person  present)  then  ex- 
plained in  English  what  General  Bonaparte  had  been  saying  ; 
repeated  that  the  fever  had  gone  by,  that  he  was  now  returned 
to  the  same  state  in  which  he  had  been  for  six  months  past, 
and  that  his  complaint  was  in  the  liver.  Dr.  Arnott  felt  and 
examined  General  Bonaporte's  side,  in  the  region  of  the  liver. 
He  winced  a  little  while  Dr.  Arnott  was  feeling  him,  and,  on 
being  asked  if  he  felt  any  pain,  he  said  he  did.  Dr.  Arnott 
could,  however,  perceive  no  induration  or  swelling  whatsoever, 
and  immediately  told  Count  Bertrand  in  English  "  he  could 
find  no  hardness  or  swelling."  This  was  translated  to  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte,  who  merely  signified  he  understood  what  was 
said  by  a  kind  of  contractile  motion  of  his  lower  jaw  and 
upper  lip.  He  spoke  no  further  on  the  subject,  and  began 
asking  some  questions  of  Dr.  Arnott  respecting  the  sick  in  camp. 
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This  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  Dr.  Arnott  was  again  sent  for 
to  see  (reneral  Bonaparte,  who  was  stated  to  have  been  at- 
tacked with  vomiting  four  times  since  three  o'clock.  The  fits 
had  ceased,  however,  when  Dr.  Arnott  visited  him,  but  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte  did  not  appear  quite  so  well  as  when  Dr. 
Arnott  called  upon  him  the  morning  preceding.  Dr.  Arnott 
had  strongly  urged,  both  to  Count  Bertrand  and  Count  Mon- 
tholong,  his  desire  that  Dr.  Antommarchi  should  be  called 
upon  to  continue  his  visits  at  Longwood  ;  and  as  Dr.  Arnott 
was  leaving  Longwood  to  come  over  to  me,  he  observed 
Marchand  going  to  the  apartments  of  Dr.  Antommarchi,  so 
that  it  seems  to  me  not  unlikely  he  may  be  again  called  in. 
It  is  Count  Bertrand  only  who  has  been  present  during  Dr. 
Arnott's  last  visits.  I  am  not  enabled  to  send  further  details 
by  the  present  occasion,  as  the  vessel  is  getting  under  weigh. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  173. 

A  MoNSIETJE.  LE  LlEUT. -GENERAL  Sia  HuDSON  LoWE. 
Longwood,  ce  5  Mai,  1821,  a  6  h.  du  soir. 
Monsieur    le   Gouverneur — L'Empereur   Napoleon    est 
mort  aujourd'hui,   cinq  Mai,  mil  huit  cent  vingt-un,  a  six 
heures  moins  dix  minutes,  a  la  suite  d'une  longue  et  penible 
maladie.     J'ail'honneurde  vousen  fairepart.     Ilm'aautorise 
a  Tons  communiquer,  si  vous  le  desirez,  ses  dernieres  volontes. 
Je  vous  prie  de  me  faire  savoir  quelles  sont  les  dispositions 
prescrites  par  votre  Gouvernement  pour  le  transport  de  son 
corps  en  Europe,  ainsi  que  celles  relatives  aux  personnes  de 
sa  suite.        J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre.  Monsieur  le  Gouverneur, 
Votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 

Le  Comte  be  Montholon. 


No,  174. 
To  Earl  Bathurst,  K.G. 

St.  Helena,  May  6,  1821. 
My  Lord — It  falls  to  my  duty  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  expired  at  about  ten  minutes  before  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  May,  1821,  after  an  illness 
which  had  confined  him  to  his  apartments  since  the  17th 
March  last.  He  was  attended  during  the  early  part  of  his 
indisposition,  from  the  17th  to  the  31st  March,  by  his  own 
medical  assistant,  Professor  Antommarchi,  alone.    During  the 
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latter  period,  from  the  1st  April  to  the  5th  May,  1821,  he 
received  the  daily  visits  of  Dr.  Arnott,  of  his  Majesty's  20th 
regiment,  generally  in  conjunction  with  Professor  Antommarchi. 

Dr.  Shortt,  Physician  to  the  Forces,  and  Dr.  Mitchell,  prin- 
cipal medical  officer  of  the  Royal  Navy  on  this  station,  whose 
services,  as  weU  as  those  of  any  other  medical  persons  on  the 
island,  had  been  offered,  were  called  upon  in  consultation  by 
Professor  Antommarchi  on  the  3d  of  May,  but  they  had  not 
any  opportunity  afforded  to  them  of  seeing  the  patient. 

Dr.  Arnott  was  with  him  at  the  moment  of  his  decease, 
and  saw  him  expire.  Captain  Crokat,  of  his  Majesty's  20th 
regiment,  orderly  officer  in  attendance,  and  Drs.  Shortt  and 
Mitchell,  saw  the  body  immediately  afterward.  Dr.  Arnott 
remained  with  the  body  during  the  night. 

Early  this  morning,  at  about  seven  o'clock,  I  proceeded  to 
the  apartment  in  which  the  body  lay,  accompanied  by  his 
Excellency  Rear-Admiral  Lambert,  naval  Commander-in- 
Chief  on  this  station  ;  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu,  Commis- 
sioner of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  France,  charged  with  the 
same  duty  also  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  ;  Brigadier-General  Coffin,  second  in  command  of  the 
troops ;  Thomas  H.  Brooke  and  Thomas  Greentree,  Esqs. 
Members  of  Council  in  the  Government  of  this  island ;  and 
Captains  Browne,  Hendry,  and  Marryatt  of  the  Royal  Navy. 
After  viewing  the  person  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  which  lay 
with  the  face  uncovered,  we  retired. 

An  opportunity  was  afterward  afforded,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  persons  who  had  composed  the  family  of  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte,  to  as  many  officers  as  were  desirous,  naval 
and  military,  to  the  Honorable  the  East  India  Company's 
officers  and  civil  servants,  and  to  various  other  individuals 
resident  here,  to  enter  the  room  in  which  the  body  lay,  and 
to  view  it.  At  two  o'clock  this  day  the  body  was  opened  in 
the  presence  of  the  following  medical  gentlemen  :  Dr.  Shortt, 
M.D.  ;  Dr.  Mitchell,  M.D.  ;  Dr.  Burton,  M.D.,  of  his  Maj- 
esty's 66th  regiment  ;  and  Matthew  Livingstone,  Esq.,  sur- 
geon in  the  E.  I.  Company's  service.  Professor  Antommarchi 
assisted  at  the  dissection.  General  Bertrand  and  Count  Mon- 
tholon  were  present. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  several  internal  parts 
of  the  body,  the  vi'hole  of  the  medical  gentlemen  present  con- 
curred in  a  report  on  their  appearance.  This  report  is  in- 
closed. I  shall  cause  the  body  to  be  interred,  with  the 
honors  due  to  a  general  officer  of  the  highest  rank. 
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I  have  intrusted  this  dispatch  to  Captain  Crokat,  of  his 
Majesty's  20th  regiment,  who  was  the  orderly  officer  in 
attendance  upon  the  person  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.  He  embarks  on  board  his  Majesty's 
sloop  Heron,  which  Rear-Admiral  Lambert  has  detached 
from  the  squadron  under  his  command,  with  the  intelligence. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.  H.  Lowe. 


No.  175. 
To  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hudson  Lowi:,  K.C.B. 

Downing  Street,  London,  Jnly  10,  1821. 

Sir — I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  dis- 
patches, of  the  dates  and  numbers  specified  in  the  margin,  in 
which  you  communicate  the  intelligence  of  General  Buona- 
parte's death,  and  the  arrangements  made  by  you  both  pre- 
viously and  subsequently  to  that  event. 

I  am  happy  to  assure  you  that  your  conduct,  as  detailed 
in  those  dispatches,  has  received  his  Majesty's  approbation. 
It  is  most  satisfactory  to  his  Majesty  to  observe  that  no  meas- 
ures were  omitted  by  you  for  the  purpose  of  placing  at  Gen- 
eral Bonaparte's  disposal  the  best  medical  advice,  and  of 
affording  every  relief  and  alleviation  of  his  sufferings,  during 
the  latter  period  of  his  life,  of  which  his  state  admitted. 
After  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  between  your- 
self and  General  Buonaparte's  attendants,  it  is  no  inconsidera- 
ble gratification  to  observe  that,  if  your  offers  of  service  and 
assistance  were  lartterly  declined,  the  refusal  to  accept  them 
seems  to  have  arisen,  not  from  any  unwillingness  on  the  part 
of  General  Buonaparte  to  do  justice  to  your  motives,  but  from 
the  satisfaction  which  he  expresed  himself  to  feel  in  the  tal- 
ents and  conduct  of  the  medical  officers  who  had  been  already 
selected  to  attend  upon  him. 

His  Majesty  has  further  commanded  me  to  avail  myself  of 
this  opportunity  to  repeat  that  general  approbation  of  your 
conduct  during  the  time  that  you  have  administered  the  Gov- 
ernment of  St.  Helena,  which  I  have,  on  particular  occasions, 
had  so  often  the  pleasure  of  conveying.  Placed  as  you  have 
been  in  a  situation  which  must,  under  any  circumstances, 
have  been  one  of  heavy  responsibility,  but  which  particular 
events  contributed  to  render  more  difficult  and  invidious,  you 
discharged  your  arduous  trust  with  strict  fidehty,  discretion, 
and  humanity,  and  have  effectually  reconciled  the  two  main 
duties  of  your  command — combining  the  secure  detention  of 
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General  Buonaparte's  person,  which  was  of  necessity  the  para- 
mount object  of  y.our  attention,  with  every  practicable  con- 
sideration and  indulgence  which  your  own  disposition  prompt- 
ed and  your  instructions  authorized  you  to  show  to  his  pecu- 
liar situation.     I  have  the  honor,  &c.  Bathuest. 


No.  176. 
Opinion  of  the  Solicitor-General  and  Mr.  -Tindal  as  to  the 

course  to  be  pursued  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  with  reference 

to  O'Meara's  book,  "  Napoleon  in  Exile  ;  or,  a  Voice  from 

St.  Helena." 

1st.  We  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  case  any  prosecution  shall 
be  instituted  against  Mr.  O'Meara  on  the  part  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  those  passages  should  be  selected  from  the  work  which 
not  only  appear  to  be  of  the  most  abusive  and  malignant  char- 
acter, but  which  can  also  be  shown  to  be  false. 

If,  therefore,  there  are  any  observations  put  into  the  mouth 
of  Bonaparte  which  can  by  any  evidence  be  shown  not  to 
have  been  made  by  him;  or  if  there  are  any  direct  attacks 
upon  the  character  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  not  purporting  to  be 
the  words  of  Bonaparte,  which  can  be  shown  to  be  founded 
in  falsehood,  we  recommend  such  passages  to  be  singled  out ; 
and  that,  of  those  which  come  within  either  of  the  foregoing 
descriptions,  the  most  malignant  and  offensive  should  be 
brought  forward. 

2d.  We  think  the  only  course  to  be  taken  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  if  any  is  taken,  should  be  by  moving  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  for  a  criminal  information.  This  mode  will 
give  Sir  Hudson  the  opportunity  of  denying  upon  oath  the 
truth  of  the  imputations  conveyed  by  the  several  parts  of  the 
work  which  are  set  forth.  And  if  a  due  selection  is  made, 
upon  the  principle  above  laid  down,  we  think  the  defendant 
will  not  be  hardy  enough  to  put  in  an  affidavit  asserting  the 
truth  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  libel,  or  that  the  speeches 
imputed  to  Bonaparte  were  really  made  by  him  ;  and  even 
if  Mr.  O'Meara  should  file  such  affidavit,  we  think  the  Court 
would,  nevertheless,  grant  the  information.  For  it  is  no  justi- 
fication for  his  publication  that  Bonaparte  uttered  that  which 
forms  a  libel  upon  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  But  the  point  to  which 
our  most  anxious  attention  has  been  turned  is,  as  to  the  proba- 
ble result  of  a  trial  upon  the  information  before  a  jury.  For 
it  is  a  very  difi'erent  question  whether  a  writing  is  a  libel  in 
contemplation  of  law,  or  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances 
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attending  its  publication,  there  is  a  ground  to  expect  a  jury  to 
conivict.  In  the  present  case,  it  will  be  strongly  pressed  upon 
the  jury  that  the  publication  of  all  that  relates  to  the  history 
of  Bonaparte's  latter  days  is  matter  of  public  right ;  and  if 
the  right  to  publish  a  free  and  full  account  of  what  he  did 
and  what  ho  said  is  denied,  there  is  an  end  of  the  freedom 
and  impartiality  of  history.  And  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
jury  will  in  all  probability  yield  to  that  suggestion,  and  will 
refuse  to  find  the  defendant  guilty  of  a  libel,  unless  the  prose- 
cutor can  show  that  the  speeches  attributed  to  Bonaparte  were 
not  really  his,  but  that  they  were  falsely  put  into  his  mouth, 
as  a  cover  for  the  defendant's  malignity.  In  this  particular 
case,  therefore,  the  falsehood  of  the  charge  contained  in  the 
libel,  although  immaterial  in  contemplation  of  law  to  consti- 
tute a  libel  in  ordinary  eases,  becomes  material  to  prove  the 
libelous  intention  of  the  defendant.  And  this  consideration 
at  once  accounts  for  the  principle  of  selection  of  parts  of  the 
libel  above  laid  down,  and  for  the  opinion  which  we  now 
give,  that  it  is  inexpedient  in  the  present  case  to  commence 
any  prosecution,  unless  such  evidence  can  be  given. 

3dly.  We  think  the  proceedings,  if  any,  should  be  against 
the  author,  if  the  publisher  is  willing  to  come  forward  to  prove 
his  employment  by  the  author ;  but  otherwise  against  the  pub- 
lisher. The  evidence,  besides  that  of  the  publication,  will  be 
such  as  we  have  before  particularly  commented  on,  and  any 
evidence  that  can  be  added  of  direct  malice  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  against  the  prosecutor.  J.  S.  Copley, 

November  21,  1822.  N.  0.  TiNDAL. 


No.  177. 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

42  WoBUEN  Place,  January  21,  1823. 

Dear  Sir — You  may  perhaps  recollect  that,  when  I  com- 
manded the  Honorable  Company's  ship  Aurora,  and  called 
at  St.  Helena  on  my  way  from  China  to  England,  that  I  had 
presents  for  the  ex-Emperor  Napoleon  ;  in  allusion  to  which 
I  was  surprised  to  observe,  a  few  days  ago,  on  perusal  of  Mr. 
O'Meara's  work  entitled  "  Napoleon  in  Exile,"  in  page  118, 
2d  volume,  the  following  passage  : 

"  Captain  Haviside,  who  had  brought  them  from  China,  on 
havinn'  obtained  permission  to  visit  Longwood  soon  after  his 
arrival,  was  ordered  by  the  Governor  to  maintain  strict  silence 
on  the  subject  to  all  the  French." 
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1  trust  you  will  do  me  the  honor,  to  helieve  that  I  am  not 
the  author  of  this  misrepresentation,  and  allow  me  to  avail 
myself  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  for  your 
kind  attention  during  my  visits  to  St.  Helena  ;  and  also  to 
state  that  I  had  no  difficulty  in  landing  the  presents,  and  that 
every  facility  was  given  me  by  Sir  Thomas  Rcade  to  visit 
Napoleon,  for  which  purpose  I  went  to  Longwood,  intending 
to  report  to  the  ex-Eraperor  the  various  valuables  I  had  brought 
from  Mr.  Elphinstone  for  him.  On  paying  my  respects  to 
Madame  and  Count  Bertrand,  who  received  me  very  gra- 
ciously, and  with  whom  1  conversed  some  time  on  the  subject 
of  the  presents,  I  learned  that  Napoleon  was  too  unwell  to  see 
any  one  that  day  ;  and  my  immediate  departure  from  the 
island  was  the  only  reason  that  I  had  not  afterward  that  grat- 
ification.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

Thomas  Haviside. 


No.  178. 
To  THE  Editor  of  the  "  Morning  Chronicle." 

30  Ckaven  Street,  March  3,  1823. 

Sir — Mr.  O'Meara  has  published  a  letter  in  the  "  Morning 
Chronicle,"  in  which  my  name  is  introduced,  with  those  of 
Lord  Melville  and  Mr.  Croker,  in  a  way  which  renders  it  ne- 
cessary that  I  should  lose  no  time  in  stating  the  facts  as  they 
really  occurred. 

Mr.  O'Meara  having  long  been  an  acquaintance  of  mine, 
we  kept  up  an  occasional  correspondence,  and  in  the  month 
of  July,  1815,  I  received  a  private  letter  from  him,  giving 
several  particulars  relative  to  Bonaparte  and  his  suite.  Some 
expressions  in  this  letter  led  me  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  enter- 
taining a  correspondence  of  the  nature  offered  to  me  by  Mr. 
O'Meara  without  the  authority  of  my  official  superiors  ;  I 
therefore  thought  proper  to  communicate  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Ci'oker,  who  declined  authorizing  such  a  correspondence  with- 
out consulting  Lord  Melville.  His  Lordship,  on  being  referred 
to,  said  that  he  saw  no  reasons  why  I  should  not  receive  the 
letters  which  Mr.  O'Meara  might  choose  to  write  to  me,  and 
that  it  might  even  be  advantageous  to  hear  from  an  impartial 
and  near  observer  the  situation  of  Bonaparte  and  his  suite. 
But  in  order  that  no  duplicity  should  be  practiced  on  Mr. 
O'Meara,  I  was  desired  to  apprise  him  that  his  letters  would 
be  seen  by  the  Ministers.  I  presume  that  Mr.  O'Meara  could 
not  have  received  this  answer  from  me  before  he  wrote  again 
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a  letter  in  the  same  style  as  the  first,  but  soliciting  my  friend- 
ship toward  getting  him  confirmed  in  the  situation  of  surgeon 
to  Bonaparte,  and  stating  as  an  inducement  for  my  doing  so 
the  following  reason  : — "  It  is  my  intention  to  collect  every 
anecdote  I  can  from  Napoleon  and  those  about  him  ;  and  per- 
haps my  being  near  him  might  not  be  of  disservice  to  Govern- 
ment, especially  if  he  entertained  thoughts  of  escape  ;  at  least 
my  being  constantly  near  him  would  probably  lead  to  a  dis- 
covery of  any  plans  he  might  hereafter  project." 

I  quote  this  passage  to  show  that  I  was  not  authorized  to 
originate  any  proposal  to  Mr.  O'Meara  to  give  intelligence 
relative  to  Bonaparte,  and  did  not  in  fact  do  so,  but  that  the 
proposition  came  voluntarily  from  him. 

When  I  received  Mr.  O'Meara's  letters  I  handed  them  to 
Mr.  Croker,  who  had  them  copied  for  the  perusal  of  Ministers, 
with  the  omission  only  of  some  occasional  passages  of  an  in- 
delicate nature  (some  of  them  reflecting  on  the  French  ladies 
and  others),  at  which  Mr.  Croker  expressed  to  me  his  disap- 
probation, and  refused  to  permit  any  such  passages  to  be  copied. 

It  is  right  to  add  that  there  were  several  of  those  letters, 
particularly  toward  the  last,  which  Mr.  Croker  did  not  see, 
owing  to  his  occasional  absence.  Some  of  them  also  I  myself 
never  read  ;  but  the  greatest  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  this  cor- 
respondence is  preserved,  and  may  be  referred  to  if  necessary. 

Mr.  O'Meara  having  stated  in  the  latter  part  of  his  letter 
that  I  offered  him  the  lucrative  situation  of  surgeon  to  Green- 
wich Hospital,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  in  the  most  distinct  man- 
ner, that  I  never  was  authorized  to  make  any  such  proposi- 
tion, and  that,  therefore,  it  is  but  fair  to  presume  that  I  never 
could  have  done  so.  f 

I  think  it  only  my  duty  to  Lord  Melville  and  Mr.  Croker 
to  state  that  neither  of  them  ever  saw  any  of  my  letters  to 
Mr.  O'Meara,  and  that  they  therefore  can  not  be  responsible 
for  my  expressions.  Mr.  O'Meara  must  be  aware  that  I  was 
not  in  the  situation  of  being  an  "  amanuensis"  to  either  of 
them.  No  doubt  I  should  have  paid  more  attention  to  my 
laneuan-e  if  I  could  have  foreseen  that  notes  thus  written  in 
the  confidence  of  private  friendship  were  to  be  published 
without  my  consent. 

I  remain.  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

John  Finlaison. 
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General  Statement  of  the  Service  of  Lieut. -General  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe,  K.C.B.,  drawn  up  by  himself  in  a  Memorial  to  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool. 


Ensign, 

Lieu- 
tenant. 


Captain, 


Major. 


In  wliHt 
Corps. 


SOtliRegt.    Sept.  25, 

1787. 


Date  of 

Appo.nt- 
ment. 


50th  Regt. 


50th  Regt. 


Corsican 
Rangers. 


Lieu- 
tenant 
ColuneL 


7th,  or 

Royal 

Fusileers. 


Royal 
Corsican 
Rangers. 


Nov.  11, 
1791. 


Sept.  25, 
1795. 


July  1, 
1800. 


Wliere  employed,  epecifying  the  perinj  of  each  Service, 

the  nameB  ofany  Siege,  liattle,  or  conMidernble  Action,  wliere 

personally  present 


Dec.  31, 
1803. 


On  garrison  duty  at  Gibraltar. 


On  garrison  duty  at  Gibraltar  until  the  war  broke  out 
in  1793,  when  embarked  for  Toulon  ;  proceeded  to  Cor- 
sica;  present  at  the  attack  of  the  Martello  Tower,  storm- 
ing of  Convention  Redoubt,  .surrender  of  St.  Fiorenzo, 
siege  of  Bastia  ;  attack  of  the  Moselle  Fort,  siege  of  Calvi ; 
on  garrison  duty  at  Ajaccio, 

Evacuation  of  Corsica  ;  Elba;  appointed  Deputy  Judge 
Advocate  to  the  army  ;  evacuation  of  Elba  ;  proceeded  to 
Portugal  to  join  the  army  under  General  Sir  Charles 
Stuart  ;  remained  in  Portugal  until  the  year  1799;  em- 
barked for  Minorca  ;  appointed  to  take  charge  of  a  corps 
of  Corsicans  then  raising  there  ;  mutinies  and  disturb- 
ances quelled  among  them  ;  appointed  inspector  of  foreign 
corps 

Corps  selected  to  proceed  on  the  expedition  to  Egypt 
under  General  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  attached  to  the  re- 
.serve  under  Sir  John  MDore  ;  commanded  the  corps  at  the 
landing  on  the  8th  March;  attacked  by  and  repulsed  a 
superior  body  of  the  French  cavalry  at  the  outposts  on 
the  10th  March;  advance  of  the  12th  March;  battles  of 
tlie  13th  and  21st  March  ;  with  the  advance  of  the  army 
on  the  March  to  Cairo  ;  affair  of  Rahmanie  ;  assisted  in 
the  capture  of  a  detachment  of  French  cavalry,  and  in  the 
attack  and  capture  of  a  French  caravan  in  the  Desert; 
outposts  before  Cairo  ;  received  the  first  proposals  for  its 
surrender  ;  commanded  the  rear-guard  of  the  escort  to 
the  French  army  on  its  march  to  Rosetta ;  outposts  be- 
fore Alexandria  ;  present  at  the  advances  against  and 
surrender  of  that  fortress  ;  returned  to  Malta ;  corps  re- 
duced at  the  f  eace  of  Amiens  ;  confirmed  as  Major  Com- 
mandant of  it  from  1st  July,  1800;  half-pay;  appointed 
Major  Royal  Fusileers  ;  resigned  this  appointment  on 
being  named  one  of  the  permanent  Assistants  Quarter- 
master-General;  head  of  the  department  in  the  western 
district ;  selected  by  Government  in  July,  1803,  to  proceed 
on  a  secret  mission  to  Portugal ;  inspected  the  troops 
and  forlre.sses  along  the  whole  of  the  northern  and  north- 
east frontier,  and  reported  the  practicability  of  defending 
the  country  by  united  British  and  Portuguese  means. 

Employed  to  raise  the  regiment  of  Royal  Corsican 
Rangers,  and  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant 
of  it  on  a  secret  mission  in  Sardinia,  and  reported  on  the 
state  of  that  island,  by  which  a  subsidy  was  saved  ;  em- 
barked with  the  expedition  to  Naples,  under  General  Sir 
James  Craig  ;  commanded  the  advance  of  his  army  ;  re- 
turned to  Sicily  ;  ordered  with  his  regiment  lo  the  island 
of  Capri ;  joined  by  the  regiment  of  Malta  ;  attacked  by  a 
French  naval  and  military  expedition  from  Naples  ;  the 
regiment  of  Malta  made  prisoners,  when,  after  a  resist- 
ance of  thirteen  days,  the  walls  of  the  town  being  breached 
and  guns  dismounted,  evacuated  the  island  by  a  conven- 
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In  wbat 
Corps 


Date  of 

Appoiuit- 

meiiU 


Where  employed,  epeciTying  the  period  of  each  Service, 

le  Da.Tnes  of  any  Siege,  Bntile,  or  conaidorable  Action,  where 

persooally  present. 


Lieu- 
tenant- 
Colonel 


Lieu- 
tenant- 
Colonel. 


Royal 
Corsican 
Rangers, 


Dec.  31, 
1803. 


Royal 
Corsican 
Rangers. 


Dec.  31, 
1803. 


Jan.  1, 
1612. 


tion  with  the  French  General,  carrying  off  the  whole  of 
the  garrison,  with  their  arms  and  baggage  ;  appointed  to 
command  the  first  line  of  the  advance  of  the  army  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Stuart  to 
the  Bay  of  Naples  ;  landing  at  Ischia,  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  town,  and  covered  the  besieging  batteries  ;  made 
the  capitulation  with  the  French  General,  by  whiclx  the 
garrison  was  forced  to  surrender  as  prisoners  of  war ; 
returned  to  Sicily  ;  appointed  second  in  command  on  the 
expedition  to  the  Ionian  Islands  ;  conducted  the  landing 
at  Zante  ;  attack  of  the  castle  ;  made  the  capitulation  by 
which  the  French  garrison  was  compelled  to  surrender 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

Landing  at  Cephalonia  ;  appointed  Commandant  and 
Chief  of  the  Civil  Government  of  that  island,  together  v/ith 
Ithaca;  framed  the  Provistonal  Government  for  them; 
expedition  to  the  island  of  St.  Maura,  under  Major-Gen- 
eral  Sir  John  Oswald  ;  expelled  the  enemy  from  the  town  ; 
conducted  an  advance  against  his  rear,  under  the  fire  of 
the  fortress,  by  which,  conjointly  with  an  attack  on  the 
other  side,  he  was  forced  to  retire  from  all  his  advanced 
works  and  positions;  siege  of  the  fortress;  framed  the 
capitulation  with  the  French  General  who  commanded, 
and  who  was  compelled  to  surrender,  with  the  whole  of 
his  garrison,  as  prisoners  of  war ;  thanked  three  times 
in  the  public  dispatches. 

Appointed  Commander  of  the  left  division  of  the  forces 
in  the  Ionian  Islands,  and  Chief  of  the  Civil  Government 
of  the  island  of  St.  Maura,  in  conjunction  with  Cepha- 
lonia and  Ithaca  ;  framed  the  Provisional  Government  of 
the  three  islands  ;  presented  a  memoir  on  the  islands 
generally  to  the  Colonial  Department. 

Obtained  leave  of  absence  to  come  to  England  ;  selected 
in  the  beginning  of  1613  to  proceed  on  a  secret  mission  to 
the  north  of  Europe  ;  went  to  Sweden  and  Russia  ;  joined 
the  Emperor  of  Russia's  head-quarters  at  Kahsh,  in  Po- 
land ;  ordered  to  inspect  the  Russian-German  Legion 
then  taken  into  British  pay;  returned  to  the  Imperial 
head-quarters  ;  present  at  the  battles  of  Bautzen,  and 
Wurschen  ;  with  the  Russian  army  until  the  armistice  of 
June,  1613:  appointed  to  inspect  the  whole  of  the  Han- 
overian and  German  forces  in  British  pay  in  the  north 
of  Europe  ;  proceeded  afterward  to  join  Lieut.-General 
Lord  Stewart  at  the  head-quarters  of  the  Prince  Royal 
of  Sweden  ;  attached  by  him  to  the  Russian  and  Prussian 
army  under  the  command  of  Field-Marshal  Blucher  ;  pre- 
sent with  the  Field-Marshal  at  the  battle  of  Mockem ;  at 
the  baitle  of  Lfdpsic;  at  the  assault  of  the  town  and  at 
the  pursuit  of  the  French  army  to  the  Rhine  ;  returned  to 
inspect  the  German  and  Hanoverian  troops  ;  called  upon 
to  accompany  Field-Marshal  Bliicher's  army  during  the 
campaign  in  France  ;  joined  it  at  Vancouleurs  ;  battle  of 
Briennc  le  Chateau  ;  nf  La  Rothiere  ;  of  Champaubert ;  af- 
fair of  the  Bridge  of  Mery ;  passage  of  the  Mame  ;  battle 
of  Craone  ;  of  Laon  ;  passage  of  the  Ais7ie ;  battle  of  Fere 
Ckampenoise  ;  battle  and  capture  of  Paris ;  reported  to 
the  British  Government  during  the  whole  of  the  above 
operations  ;  knighted  on  his  return  to  England  ;  the  Rus- 
sian Order  of  St.  George,  and  the  Prussian  Order  of  Merit, 
conferred  on  him  ;  appointed  afterward  a  KnigJit  Com- 
mander of  the  Bath. 
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RANK. 

In  what 
Corps. 

Date  of 

Appoint- 
ment. 

Wliere  employod,  specifying  the  perioil  ofeach  Service, 
the  njTiies  of  any  Siege,  Battle,  or  conaiderable  Action,  where 

personally  proaent. 

Major- 
General. 

Lieu- 
tenant- 
General 
■with  lo- 
cal rank. 

June  4, 

1814 

1815. 

Appointed  Quartermaster-General  to  the  army  in  the 
Low  Couiiiries  :  on  Bonaparte's  escape  from  Elba,  ar- 
ranged a  plan  of  co-operation  with  the  Prussian  army,  by 
which  the  Commander  of  it  agreed  to  march  to  the  de- 
fense of  Belgium  ;  selected  to  command  an  expedition,  in 
conjunction  with  Admiral  Lord  Exmouth,  on  the  south 
coast  of  France  ;  took  possession  of  the  city  of  Marseilles  ; 
received  the  Prince  Regent's  thanks  through  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  this  service  ;  marched  against  Toulon  ; 
in  conjunction  with  the  Royalists  compelled  the  fortress 
to  hoist  the  white  flag,  and  to  expel  the  French  Marshal 
Brune,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  that  Bonaparte 
had  placed  in  garrison  there  ;  appointed  Governor  of  St. 
Helena,  with  the  charge  of  General  Bonaparte's  person  ; 
had  the  local  rank  of  Lieutenant-General  conferred  upon 
him. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  received  the  Egyptian  Medal  and  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Red  Eagle  of  Prussia.  He  was  also  a  Knight  of  the  Military  Order  of 
Merit  of  Prussia  ;  and  of  St.  George  of  Russia,  4th  Class  ;  a  K.C.B.,  and 
T.C.M.G. 


INDEX. 


Abell,  Mrs.,  her  account  of  Napoleon's 
residence  at  the  Briars,  i.  51. 

Address  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  from  the 
inhabitants  of  St.  Helena,  ii.  183; 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Santa  Maura, 
201. 

Alexander,  Emperor  of  Russia,  his 
opinion  of  Bonaparte,  i.  107. 

Alexandria,  heat  of  its  climate,  i.  86. 

Alison,  Sir  A.,  his  character  of  Count 
Gneisenau,  i.  103  ;  his  opinion  of 
Sir  H.  Lowe,  114;  of  Count  Ber- 
trand,  ii.  175. 

Amherst,  Lord,  his  arrival  at  St.  He- 
lena, i.  457 ;  his  interview  with  Na- 
poleon, 476;  denies  the  accuracy  of 
0'Meara*s  report  of  the  conversa- 
tion, 477. 

Animal  food,  great  consumption  of,  at 
Longwood,  i.  309. 

"  Anti-Gallican"  newspaper,  letters 
in  cipher  in  the,  i.  602. 

Antommarchi,  Professor,  his  object  as 
an  historian  of  the  Captivity,  i.  14; 
his  arrival  at  St.  Helena,  as  surgeon 
to  Napoleon,  ii.  76  ;  complains  of 
the  restrictions,  83  ;  his  conversa- 
tion with  the  Governor,  84 ;  his  cal- 
umnies, 91  ;  his  vanity,  92  ;  his 
grumblings,  93  ;  described  by  Mon- 
tholon,  135;  his  opinion  of  Bona- 
parte's disease,  145 ;  applies  for  per- 
mission to  return  to  Europe,  151  ; 
refuses  to  sign  the  report  of  the 
medical  officers  on  the  autopsy  of 
Napoleon,  166 ;  his  misstatement 
regarding  the  liver,  167. 

"  Apostille"  by  Napoleon  on  a  letter 
of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  i.  521  ;  Re- 
marks  on.  by  the  latter   523. 

"Appeal,  An,  to  the  British  Nation  on 
the  Treatment  experienced  by  Na- 
poleon Bonaparte  in  the  Island  of 
St  Helena,"  falsely  attributed  to 
Santini  i  462  ;  the  author's  account 
of  its  concoction,  463  ;  interest  ex- 
cited by  it,  464  ;  Bonaparte  s  testi- 
mony to  its  falsehood,  464 

Arnott    Dr..  tenders  his  professional 


services  to  Bonaparte,  ii.  72 ;  ad- 
mitted to  see  him,  150 ;  his  opinion 
of  his  patient's  state,  151  ;  his  med- 
ical reports — see  Reports  ;  his  legacy 
from  Napoleon,  170. 

B. 

Balcombe,  Mr.,  appointed  purveyor  to 
Napoleon,  i.  41  ;  his  departure  for 
England,  550;  concerned  in  clan- 
destine correspondence  wath  St. 
Helena.  600. 

Ball  practice,  Napoleon's,  ii.  90. 

Balmain,  Count  (Russian  Commis- 
sioner), his  arrival  at  St.  Helena,  i. 
167;  notice  of,  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
169  ;  his  opinion  of  General  Gour- 
gaud,  544  ;  his  contradiction  of  O'- 
Meara's  statements,  ii.  24;  his  de- 
parture for  Europe,  103. 

Bathurst,  Earl,  instructions  and  dis- 
patches of,  i.  25-30,  110,  112,  167, 
168,  256-259,  260.267,  432-435,  459, 
4G2,  482,  498,  499,  508,  534,  58J, 
584,  585,  602,  628,  631,  ii.  16,  18, 
45,77,121,  131,  184;  his  cognizance 
of  O'Meara's  letters  to  Finlaison,  i. 
260,  533  ;  his  kindness  toward  the 
exiles,  553,  ii.  121  ;  his  advice  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  191,  198;  de- 
fends him  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
200. 

Bautzen,  battle  of,  i.  98. 

Baxter,  Mr,,  his  report  on  the  health 
of  Las  Cases  and  his  son,  i.  347; 
his  remonstrance  against  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  Longwood  contractors, 
428  ;  his  conversation  with  General 
Gourgaud.  539  ;  his  reports  on  Bo- 
naparte's health — see  Reports  ;  his 
account  of  the  so-called  fictitious 
bulletins,  549. 

Bedford,  Duke  of,  his  present  to  Na- 
poleon, i.  478. 

Bernadotte,  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden, 
i.  98. 

Berri,  Due  de,  assassination  of,  ii.  105. 

Bertrand,  Count,  his  protest  against 
the  proceedings  of  Government,  i. 
43—15  ;  his  passes — see  Passes ;  let- 


652 


CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON. 


ters  on  the  subject  of  sealed  cor- 
respondence, 63,  65  ;  his  "  Declar- 
ation," 139  ;  his  complaints  of  the 
restrictions.  147,  151,  495  ;  his  let- 
ter concerning  Madame  Bertrand's 
note,  179  ;  his  intemperate  manner, 
211 ;  his  interview  with  the  Govern- 
or after  Las  Cases's  arrest,  330  ; 
his  remonstrance  ajiainst  sending 
Las  Cases  to  tlie  Cape,  365  ;  his 
interviews  with  Las  Cases,  367, 
371  ;  his  letter  to  his  father,  408  ; 
his  interview  with  Captain  Lamb, 
456 ;  his  letter  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Elphinstone's  present,  461 ;  his  con- 
demnation for  nigh  treason,  475;  his 
assertion  respecting  the  officers  of 
the  53d.  509  ;  his  correspondence 
with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on  the  regu- 
lations, 514-526  ;  refuses  General 
Gourgaud's  application  for  a  loan 
on  his  departure,  547;  his  applica- 
tion to  Cardinal  Fesch,  554  ;  his 
complaints  of  the  Governor's  pro- 
ceedings toward  O'Meara,  559;  his 
remonstrance  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  Colonel  Lyster  as  orderly 
officer,  578;  challenged  by  the  Col- 
onel, 579  ;  offers  to  give  "  satisfac- 
tion" to  the  Governor,  580;  his  evil 
influence  over  Bonaparte,  593  ;  at- 
tempts to  induce  Dr.  Veiling  to  quit 
Longwood,  ii.  15;  hrs  assertion  re- 
garding Captain  Blakeney's  retire- 
ment from  the  post  of  orderly  officer, 
22  ;  receives  a  novel  command  from 
Napoleon,  56 ;  his  letter  to  Loid 
Liverpool  on  the  health  of  Bona- 
parte, 122  ;  his  objection  to  Antom- 
marchi's  signing  the  report  on  the 
autopsy  of  Napoleon,  167;  seeks  a 
reconciliation  with  S  ir  Hu  dson 
Lowe,  171  ;  his  character,  175. 

Bertrand,  Countess,  her  note  to  the 
Marquis  of  Montchenu,  and  corre- 
spondence in  consequence,  i.  176- 
185;  her  debts,  255;  her  remark  on 
presenting  her  infant  to  Napoleon, 
402  ;  testimony  to  the  correcincss 
of  her  conduct,  441 :  her  defense  of 
her  husband,  597  ;  her  complaints 
of  her  position,  ii.  76. 

Bingham,  Sir  George,  his  denial  of 
Bertrand's  assertion  respecting  the 
officers  of  the  53d,  i.  510  ;  his  de- 
parture for  England,  ii.  61  ;  testi- 
mony to  his  merits,  62. 

Blakeney,  Captain,  succeeds  Captain 
Poppleton  as  orderly  officer  at  Long- 
wood,  i.  479  ;  his  reports,  509,  567  ; 


superseded  by  Colonel  Lyster,  577; 
reappointed,  580 ;  superseded  by 
Captain  NichoUs,  004  ;  his  denial 
of  ihe  charge  of  inspecting  the  Long- 
wood  linen,  618  ;  his  contradiction 
of  the  statements  of  Bertrand  and 
O'Meara  concerning  him,  ii.  22, 
23. 
Blucher.  Field-Marshal,  his  intention 
of  executing  Napoleon,  i.  22  ;  letter 
of,  103. 
Bonaparte  family,  notice  of,  i.  84. 
Bonaparte,  Lucien,  Las  Cases'  un- 
finished letter  to,  discovered,  i.  315. 
Bonaparte,  Napoleon,  revived  mterest 
in  his  history,  i.  13  ;  character  and 
object  of  his  policy  in  exile,  16  ;  his 
surrender  onboard  the  Bellerophon, 
19;  question  of  his  sfafus,  19-23; 
his  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent,  20  ; 
declared  a  prisoner  of  war,  24  ;  con- 
veyed to  St.  Helena  on  board  the 
Northumberland,  31  ;  his  strictures 
on  the  policy  of  Government,  32 ; 
lands  at  St.  Helena,  37;  his  claim 
to  the  imperial  title,  46-48;  his 
residence  at  the  Briars,  51 ;  removes 
to  Longwood,  52  ;  complaints  of  Sir 
G.  Cockburn,  67-69,  131  ;  disposi- 
tion toward  Sir  H.  Lowe  on  his  ar- 
rival, 120-123  ;  and  after  antipathy, 
123  ;  his  meetings  with  the  Govern- 
or, 125-127,  142-145,  153-157,  192- 
198,214-218;  dictates  a  declaration 
for  his  suite,  133  ;  his  reflections  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Allies,  143  ;  com- 
plains of  his  locality,  144,  187,192; 
admits  the  impropriety  of  his  con- 
duct to  the  Governor,  158,  159,219, 
221  ;  his  prophecy  concerning  the 
Bourbons,  171  ;  his  opinions  on  le- 
gitimacy and  popular  liberty,  171  ; 
his  command  of  funds,  185,  557,  ii. 
108  ;  proposal  to  erect  a  house  for 
him — see  House  ;  protests  against 
the  Convention,  i.  223  ;  his  "  His- 
tory," 251  ;  his  resistancR  to  meas- 
ures for  his  comfort,  252  ;  proposes 
to  take  an  assumed  name,  297,  299  ; 
dictates  a  note  on  the  subject,  298 ; 
his  opinion  of  the  British  army  and 
navy,  304  ;  his  remarks  on  the  bat- 
tle of  Waterloo  and  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  304 ;  his  letter  to  Las 
Cases,  338;  his  intention  in  writing 
it,  342  ;  his  character  by  Las  Cases, 
345;  his  view  of  the  question  of 
Las  Cases's  return  to  Longwood, 
355 ;  desires  to  see  Las  Cases,  374 ; 
receives   a  lock  of  his  son's  hair, 


INDEX. 


65 


374 ;  makes  overtures  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, 376 ;  breaks  off  the  negotia- 
tion, 330 ;  his  observations  on  the 
Governor's  memorandum,  382 ;  his 
health,  385,  430,  450,  493,  528,  567 
571,  577,  ii.  116,  122,  129.  145,  155; 
refuses  to  take  exercise,  i.  386;  his 
remarks  on  Las  Cuses's  arrest,  395  ; 
his  opinion  of  Sir  Pulteney  Mal- 
colm, 402  ;  bis  proposed  invasion  of 
Enfrland,  404-408  ;  his  opinion  as  to 
the  burning  of  Moscow,  408  ;  justi- 
fies his  conduct  at  Jaffa,  412 ;  his 
opinion  of  the  state  of  England,  413, 
421  ;  his  desire  for  an  accommoda- 
tion, 419;  his  testimony  to  the  dis- 
interested conduct  of  Britain,  422; 
his  remarks  on  the  foreign  and  com- 
mercial policy  of  ministers,  421^126  ; 
and  on  Catholic  emancipation,  426; 
on  Lord  Amherst's  embassy  lo  Chi- 
na, and  the  propriety  of  embassadors 
adapting  themselves  to  the  customs 
of  foreign  courts,  447-449  ;  dictates 
remarks  on  Lord  Bathiirst's  speech, 
451 ;  receives  a  bust  of  his  son,  455; 
his  remarks  on  "An  Appeal  to  the 
British  Nation,"  464  ;  his  criticism 
on  the  restrictions,  472  ;  his  remedy 
for  distress  in  England,  474  ;  visited 
by  officers  of  the  53d,  478  ;  his  in- 
creased exasperation,  484;  quarrels 
with  General  Gourgaud,  488;  his 
appellation,  507,  ii.  53;  dictates  an 
abusive  letter  to  the  Governor,  i. 
507 ;  his  reply  to  Lord  Bathurst's 
speech,  508  ;  his  "  Apostiile,"  521 ; 
his  conduct  on  the  death  of  Cipriani, 
551  ;  his  donation  to  a  benevolent 
institution,  551 ;  his  second  "  Apos- 
tiile," 559  ;  dismisses  his  English 
servants,  567  ;  remonstrates  against 
the  appointment  of  Colonel  Lyster 
as  orderly  officer.  578 ;  refuses  to 
show  himself,  604:  attacked  with 
vertigo,  ii.  10  ;  his  note  on  the  choice 
of  a  medical  attendant,  13 ;  his 
"  Notes"  on  Lord  Bathurst's  dis- 
patches of  Jan.  1,1818.17;  his  state- 
ment of  grievances,  52  ;  his  love  of 
warm-bathing,  56  ;  his  novel  com- 
mand to  Bertrand,  56;  arrangements 
for  seeing  him,  69;  his  "declara- 
tion," 70;  abandons  his  seclusion, 
81  ;  his  love  of  gardening,  86,  89, 
94  ;  measures  against  intruders,  95  ; 
militai-y  amusement,  96;  dangers 
of  his  ball-practice,  99 ;  takes  of- 
ferfse  at  the  iron  railing  of  his  new 
house,  102 ;  shoots  a  bullock,  105 ; 


his  opinion  on  the  assassination  of 
the  Due  de  Berri,  106  ;  his  remarks 
on  events  in  France,  111  ;  resumes 
horse  exercise,  112;  his  interven- 
tion in  favor  of  a  sergeant,  115;  his 
increased  satisfaction,  115  ;  his  mis- 
trust, 116;  desires  an  extension  of 
limits,  119;  his  obstinacy,  123;  his 
picnic  at  Sir  Wm.  Doveton's,  125 ; 
symptoms  of  his  fatal  malady,  129, 
134  ;  dissatisfied  with  his  attend- 
ants, 134  ;  his  suggestions  regarding 
his  new  house,  141 ;  his  policy,  143; 
his  mind  affected,  144;  his  novel 
riding  exercise,  146  ;  attacked  with 
fever.  147;  plan  for  seeing  him,  149; 
his  present  to  the  20th  regiment, 
153;  his  deathbed,  156-160;  his 
death,  161 ;  his  last  words,  161 ;  the 
posl-moitem  examination,  162;  the 
cause  of  his  death,  166;  appearance 
of  the  body,  167 ;  the  funeral,  168  ; 
his  effects,  170;  his  legacies,  170, 
171;  his  character,  172,  178-180; 
his  companions  in  exile,  173;  his 
conduct  in  captivity,  176 ;  his  ac 
tions,  180;  his  surrender  involun- 
tary, 203  ;  character  of  his  procla- 
mations, 204  ;  his  treatment  at  St. 
Helena,  208  ;  his  annoyances  the 
result  of  his  ewn  conduct,  210. 

Books,  complaints  concerning,  i.  216, 
228,  231  ;  clandestine  transmission 
of.  598. 

Bourbons,  their  fear  and  bribery  of  the 
press,  i.  307,  429. 

Boys,  Rev.  Mr.,  accepts  a  snuff-box 
from  Napoleon,  i.  557;  his  letter  on 
returning  it  to  O'Meara,  563;  con- 
firms Mr.  Vernon's  statement  con- 
cerning it,  565. 

Brazil,  plots  in,  for  the  liberation  of 
Bonaparte,  i.  202,  585. 

Bread,  complaint  concerning,  ii.  32. 

Briars,  Napoleon  at  the,  i.  51. 

Brienne,  battle  of,  Napoleon's  account 
of  his  danger  at,  i.  445. 

Brune,  Marshal,  at  Toulon,  i.  108 
his  death,  109. 

Bulletins  of  Napoleon's  health,  ques 
tion  of  form  of,  i.  522 ;  fictitious 
question  of,  549. 

Bunbury,  Sir  Henry,  his  communica 
tion  concerning  Napoleon's  pecuni- 
ary resources,  i.  169. 

Buonavita,  Abbe,  his  arrival  as  chap- 
lain to  Longwood,  ii.  76  ;  his  letter 
on  the  death  of  George  IH.,  105  ■ 
described  by  Montholon,  135. 

Burial-place  of  Napoleon,  ii.  169, 
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Bust  of  Napoleon's  son,  story  of  the, 

i.  453-460. 
Byron,  Lord,  his  lines  on  Napoleon. 

i.  504. 


Campbell,  Lord,  on  the  treatment  of 
Napoleon,  i.  115. 

Cantillon,  the  assassin.  Napoleon's 
legacy  to,  ii.  171. 

Capri,  its  surrender  to  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  i.  88 ;  garrisoned  by  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  88  ;  description  of 
the  island,  90;  attacked  by  General 
Lamarque,  90;  fall  of  Ana  Capri, 
91;  the  siege,  92;  surrendered  to 
the  French,  93  ;  causes  of  its  fall, 
93. 

Cases,  Count  de  Las,  object  and  char- 
acter of  his  Journal,  i.  14  ;  his  tes- 
timony to  the  nature  of  the  policy 
pursued  at  Longwood,  16 ;  false 
statement  regarding  the  Instruc- 
tions, 2C ;  his  account  of  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe's  first  visit  to  Napoleon, 
125;  his  "Declaration,"  137;  his 
soubriquet,  208,  411 ;  his  admissions 
in  favor  of  the  Governor,  221  ;  ob- 
ject of  his  conduct,  251  ;  his  arrest 
on  the  charge  of  inducing  Scott  to 
receive  letters  for  Europe,  317 ; 
taken  to  Hutt's  Gate,  317 ;  his  pa- 
pers secured,  317  ;  his  own  account 
of  the  transaction,  319-323  ;  his  mo- 
tives according  to  O'Meara,  325 ; 
his  Journal,  328;  his  papers,  329; 
removed  to  Ross  Cottage,  330 ;  in- 
terviews with  the  Governor,  331- 
336,  34^369  ;  his  official  letter,  333  ; 
his  self-contradiction,  337,  338  ;  bis 
trick  with  Queen  Hortense's  neck- 
lace, 343;  his  opinion  of  Bonaparte, 
345  ;  applies  for  medical  aid,  347  ; 
objects  to  return  to  Longwood,  349, 
358  ;  alternatives  offered  him,  350  ; 
his  account  of  the  Governor's  offers, 
352  ;  his  desire  to  leave  St.  Helena, 
3G0 ;  his  final  decision,  363 ;  re- 
moves to  James  Town,  365 ;  his 
farewell  interviews  with  Berlrand, 
367,  371  ;  advances  money  to  Na- 
_poleon,  367  ;  his  explanation  of  his 
eagerness  to  leave,  369 ;  his  letter 
to  the  Governor,  370  ;  his  departure, 
371  ;  his  account  of  his  embarka- 
tion, 372;  his  character  by  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe,  373  ;  proof  of  his 
mischievous  disposition,  411;  his 
nrotest  from  the  Cape,  414 ;  his  evil 


influence  with  Napoleon,  606 ;  his 
character,  ii.  174. 

Cases,  Count  Emmanuel  de  Las,  re- 
ports on  his  health,  i.  347,  348  ;  ap- 
pointed senator  by  Louis  Napoleon, 
349  ;  cause  of  his  illness,  371  ;  as- 
saults and  challenges  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  ii,  185. 

Catholic  emancipation,  Napoleon's  re- 
marks upon,  1.  426. 

China,  Napoleon's  remarks  on  Lord 
Amherst's  embassy  to,  i.  447-450. 

Cipriani,  Napoleon's  maitre-d'hbtel, 
his  opinion  of  Montholon,  i,  253  ;  of 
Bonaparte's  religious  belief,  303 ; 
his  infidelity,  303,  554  ;  his  alleged 
remark.s  on  the  Governor's  present 
of  coffee,  403;  his  death,  550;  his 
political  principles,  551. 

Clavering,  Lady,  Las  Cases's  letter 
to,  discovereti,  i.  315. 

Coals — see  Fuel. 

Cockburn,  Sir  George,  charged  with 
the  conveyance  of  Napoleon  to  St. 
Helena,  i.  24  ;  instructions  for  his 
guidance,  25-30  ;  report  to  the  Ad- 
miralty on  his  arrival,  39-43  ;  his 
reply  to  Count  Bertrand's  protest, 
45 ;  dispatches  to  Earl  Bathurst, 
46,  63,  66  ;  regulations  for  the  safe 
custody  of  Napoleon,  54 ;  reply  to 
Montholon's  complaints,  60;  to  Ber- 
trand  on  the  subject  of  sealed  let- 
ters, 63,  65  ;  succeeded  in  the  naval 
command  by  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm, 
167. 

Coffee,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  present 
of,  to  Napoleon,  i.  403. 

Coffin,  Brigadier-General,  succeeds 
Sir  George  Bingham  at  St.  Helena, 
II.  121. 

Cole,  Mr.,  his  contradiction  of  O'- 
Meara's  charges,  ii.  23. 

Commissioners,  the  foreign,  their  ar- 
rival at  St.  Helena,  i.  167  ;  account 
of,  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  169  ;  their 
desire  of  seeing  Napoleon,  173 ; 
their  instructions,  173,  174;  effect 
of  their  arrival  on  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, 184  ;  their  embarrassing  pro- 
ceedings, 202  ;  Napoleon's  refusal 
to  receive  them  officially,  203;  in- 
convenience of  their  residence  at 
St.  Helena,  375;  Lord  Bathursl's 
instructions  concerning,  535. 

Convention  of  the  2d  of  August,  1815, 
protest  against,  i.  223. 

Correspondence,  clandestine,  i.  176, 
183,  220,  314,  585,  597,  630,  ii. 
114. 
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Correspondence,  sealed,  i.  63-65,  213, 
220,  227,  230,  517,  620. 

Correspondence  within  the  island, 
question  of,  i.  176-180,  220,  229, 
233,  512. 

Corsican  Rangers,  formation  of  the 
corps,  i.  85  ;  testimony  to  their  mer- 
its, 86  ;  a  second  corps  raised,  87 ; 
their  services,  88-95. 

Corvisart,  his  warning  to  Napoleon, 
ii.  145. 

Courts-martial,  on  Mr.  Stokoe,  ii,  72; 
on  an  officer  of  the  66th,  118. 

Crokat,  Captain,  supersedes  Captain 
Lutyens  as  orderly  officer  at  Long- 
wood,  ii.  154;  his  report,  155. 

Croker,  Right  Hon.  J.  W.,  his  con- 
nection with  the  correspondence  of 
O'Meara  and  Finlaison,  i.  260,  262, 
263;  his  letter  to  O'Meara  dis- 
missing him  from  the  navy,  ii.  19- 
21. 

Crucifix,  allusion  by  Manzoni  to  the 
placing  of  one  on  Napoleon's  pillow 
at  his  death,  ii.  161. 

D. 

Darling,  Mr.,  questioned  as  to  the  al- 
leged dampness  of  Napoleon's  apart- 
ments, i.  570. 

"Declaration"  of  Napoleon  to  Lord 
Liverpool,  ii.  70. 

Declarations  of  the  French  officers,  i. 
137-140 ;  other  forms  ordered  by 
Government,  278  ;  alterations  made 
by  the  officers  and  refused  by  the 
Governor,  278 ;  discussion  on  the 
subject,  279  ;  the  signing,  281-283. 

Disguises  at  Longwood,  ii.  117.  118. 

Dodgin,  Lieut. -Colonel,  succeeds  Col- 
onel Lascelles  in  the  command  of 
the  66th,  i.  574  ;  calls  a  meeting  of 
the  officers  relative  to  a  letter  to 
O'Meara  on  his  expulsion  from  their 
mess,  574. 

Doveton,  Sir  William,  anecdote  of,  ii 
125  ;  visited  by  Napoleon,  125  ;  his 
description  of  the  breakfast,  and  of 
his  visitor's  appearance,  127. 

E. 

East  India  Company,  Napoleon's  re- 
marks on  the  affairs  of,  i.  33 ;  their 
resolution  against  slavery,  595. 

"Edinburgh  Review,"  its  notice  of 
Mr.  Warden's  "Letters,"  i.  443. 

Egypt,  Napoleon's  remarks  on  our  op- 
erations there,  i.  126,  127. 


Elphinstone,  Hon.  John,  his  present 
to  Napoleon,  i.  460. 

Embassadors,  Napoleon's  opinion  of 
their  duties  at  foreign  courts,  i.  447. 

England,  Napoleon's  plan  for  the  in- 
vasion of,  i.  404 ;  his  observations 
on  the  state  of,  413  ;  on  the  distress 
of  the  lower  classes,  421  ;  his  testi- 
mony to  the  disinterested  conduct 
of,  422  ;  her  duty  ami  conduct  in 
regard  to  Napoleon,  ii.  204. 

Escape  (of  Napoleon),  warnings  as  to, 
i.  260  ;  offers  to  assist  in  the,  451  ; 
rumors  of  plans  for,  ii.  49;  question 
of  possibility  of,  116  ;  fears  of  the 
Government  concerning,  131. 

Etiquette  at  Longwood,  ii.  112. 

Exmouth,  Admiral  Lord,  his  letter 
concerning  Marshal  Brune,  i.  108; 
his  testimony  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's 
merits,  109. 

Expenses  of  the  LongTA'ood  establish- 
ment, regulation  of,  i.  167,  185,  191, 
211,  212,  230,  237,  244-248,  433, 
552  ;  reasons  for  the  insufficiency 
of  the  allowance  for,  308 ;  Major 
Gorrequer's  statement  concerning, 
ii.  25-31  ;  household  expenses,  43. 

"  Exposition,"  O'Meara's,  failure  of 
attempts  to  circulate  it  in  St.  He- 
lena, ii.  78;  character  of  the  work, 
79. 


''Facts  from  St.  Helena,"  object  of 
the  work,  ii.  74. 

Farquhar,  Sir  Robert,  his  testimony 
in  favor  of  Sir  H.  Lowe,  i.  119. 

Fesch,  Cardinal,  his  application  con- 
cerning a  priest  for  Napoleon,  i.  628. 

Finlaison,  Mr.,  his  letter  to  O'Meara, 
i.  259 ;  to  the  "  Morning  Chronicle," 
265. 

Fitzjames,  Duke  of.  Napoleon's  opin- 
ion of,  i.  209. 

Fleury  de  Chaboulon,  his  "  Memoires 
pour  scrvir,"  &c.,  noticed  by  Mon- 
tholon,  ii.  114 ;  and  by  Napoleon, 
115. 

Forbes,  Lord,  his  testimony  concern- 
ing the  defense  of  Capri,  i.  94. 

Fowler,  Mr.,  gives  information  con- 
cerning clandestine  correspond- 
ence, i,  598- 

Freedom,  popular,  Napoleon's  dictum 
concerning,  i.  171. 

Fuel,  complaints  concerning  the  sup- 
ply of,  at  Longwood,  i.  501-504 ; 
quantity   supplied,    501-503 ;    con- 


656 


CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON. 


sumption  there  compared  with  that 
at  PJantation  House,  502. 
Funeral  of  Napoleon,  ii.  168. 

G. 

Gardening,  Napoleon's  love  of,  ii.  8G. 
George  III.,  notice  of  his  death,  and 
character,  by  the  Abbe  Buonavita, 
ii.  105. 
George  IV.,  his  approval  of  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe's  conduct  during  his  gov- 
ernment of  St.  Helena,  ii.  184  ;  and 
cordial  reception  of  him  on  his  re- 
turn, 185. 
Gneisenau,   Count  de,  letters  of,   i. 
100.  103,  104,  105  ;  his  character  by 
Sir  A.  Alison,  103. 
Gorrequer,  Major,  his  minutes  of  con- 
versations, i.  190,  211,  244,  248,  301, 
334,  345,  347,  358,   367,   371,  455, 
485,  491,  509,  527,  536,  540;  his  ac- 
count  of  an   interview  with   Las 
Cases    after  his    arrest,   318;  and 
with  Montholon  to  inform  him  of 
the   arrest,  324  ;   his  letter  to   0'- 
Meara  on  the  supply  of  fuel  at  Long- 
wood,  501  ;  his  conversations  with 
Montholon  on  the  table   expenses, 
552;  and  on  the  refusal  of  Napoleon 
to  show  himself,  609 ;  his  observa- 
tions   on   O'Meara's  statement  re- 
garding the  supplies  at  Longwood, 
ii.  24—45  ;  his  statement  of  the  sup- 
ply of  wines,  46  ;  and  of  malt  li- 
quors, 46  ;  his  letter  on  the  atten- 
tion shown  to  Napoleon  in  small 
matters ,  88  ;  succeeds  Colonel  Wy n- 
yard  as  military  secretai-y,  116. 
Goulburn,    Right   Hon.    Henry,    dis- 
patches of,  i.  265,  533,  535,  555,  ii. 
49  ;  his  attentions  toward  the  French 
at  Longwood,  i.  554 ;  his  report  to 
Earl    Bathurst    of   General    Gour- 
gaud's  revelations,  581. 
Gourgaud,    Baron,    his    illness,    and 
character  by  O'Meara,   i.  74;  his 
"Declaration,"  139;  quarrels  with 
Napoleon,  488;  his  disapprobation 
of  Napoleon's  conduct  to  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe,  489  ;  his  application  to 
be  removed  from   Longwood,  537  ; 
his  papers,  540  ;  his  statements,  543 ; 
his  explanation  concerning  an  al- 
leged pension  to  his  mother,  544  ; 
his  ruling  weakness,  545;  his   ap- 
plication to  Bertrand  for  a  loan  re- 
fused, 547 ;  his   account  of  Napo- 
leon's   pecuniary   resources,    547 ; 
disparaging  reports  concerning  him, 


553  ;  his  revelations  to  Mr.  Goul- 
burn, 581-583 ;  sent  to  Hamburgh, 
ii.  50 ;  his  upright  conduct  at  St. 
Helena,  174. 
Grievances,  Napoleon's  list  of,  ii.  52, 
Grouchy,  Marshal,  Napoleon's  opin- 
ion of,  ii.  115. 

H. 

Hall,  Mr.,  his  evidence  as  to  O'Meara's 

calumnies,  i.  629 
Hardinge,  Sir  Henry  (Viscount),  let- 
ter of,  i.  106. 
Haricot  question,  the,  ii.  110. 
Helena,  St.,  climate  and  temperature 
of,  i.  33,  36 ;  description  of  the  isl- 
and, 35,  ii.  206;  its  healthiness,  i. 
36  ;  state  of  its  public  buildings, 
172 ;  character  of  the  natives,   ii, 
207;  reception  of  SirHudson  Lowe 
by  the  inhabitants,  197. 
Henry,    Mr,,    his    testimony    to    the 
healthiness  of  St.  Helena,  i.  36;  to 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
116,117;  his  remarks  on  Napoleon's 
neglect  to  visit  Cipriani  on  his  death- 
bed, 550;  his  account  of  the  expul- 
sion of  O'Meara  from  the  mess  of 
the   66th,  573  ;  his   opinion  of  the 
"  Voice  from  St-  Helena,"  573  ;  his 
account  of  the  appearance  of  Napo- 
leon's body  after  death,  ii.  167;  his 
opinion  of  Count  Bertrand,  174. 
Hobhouse,  Mr.  (Lord  Broughton),  his 
*'  Letters  by  an  Englishman"  sent 
to  St.  Helena  as  a  present  to  Napo- 
leon, i.  170;  complaints  of  its  de- 
tention, 216,  232. 
Holland,  Lord,  his  motion  regarding 
the  detention  of  Napoleon,  i.  20 ; 
his  protest  against  the  bill  for  that 
purpose,  22  ;  his  present  to  Napo- 
leon, 478, 
Holland,  Lady,  her  present  to  Napo- 
leon, i.  478. 
Holmes,  Mr.  Wm.,  concerned  in  clan- 
destine   correspondence    with    St. 
Helena,  i.  598. 
Hook,  Theodore,  his  "  Facts  from  St. 
Helena"  noticed,  ii.  74;  his  anec- 
dote of  Sir  Wm.  Doveton,  125. 
Horses,  application  to  the  Cape  for, 

ii.  86. 
Horton,  Sir  Robert  Wilmot,  appoint- 
ed Governor  of  Ceylon,  ii,  20L 
House,  proposal  to  erect  a  new  one 
for  Bonaparte's  residence,  i.  186, 
233  ;  reference  to  Montholon  and 
Bertrand  on  the  subject.  186;  Mon- 
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tholonV  reply,    187;   reference    to  iLamartine,  his  testimony  in  favor  of 


Lord  Bathurst,  198 ;  plans  submit- 
ted to  Count  Montholon,  592 ;  the 
foundation  traced,  597  ;  completion 
of,  ii.  136  ;  arrangements  regarding, 
139-143. 

Hugo,  Victor,  his  parallel  between 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  Louis  Napo- 
leon, i.  17. 

Hurricane,  occurrence  of  a,  at  Napo- 
leon's death,  ii.  IGl. 

1. 

Ibbetson,  Mr.,  appointed  purveyor  to 

Longwood,  i.  556. 
Imperial  title,  question  of  according 

it  to  Napoleon,  i.  45-48,  534,  560, 

ii.  206;  claimed,  i.  226,  279,  522; 

Napoleon's  object  in  claiming  it,  ii. 

207. 
Informers  employed  by  Napoleon,  i. 

412. 
instructions   concerning  the  custody 

and  treatment  of  Napoleon  and  his 

suite,  i.  25-30,  49,   110,    112.  1G7, 

256-259, 265,  433^35, 498, 499,  508, 

534,  631,  ii.  1€,  49,  77. 
Intrusions  at  Longwood,  complaints 

of,  i.  235,  630. 


lackson,  Lieut.-Colonel,  his  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
i.  117 ;  remarks  on  the  disagree- 
ments of  the  Longwood  household, 
201  ;  his  statement  concerning  Gen- 
eral Gourgaud,  545. 

Tackson,  Major,  his  letter  concerning 
Napoleon's  present  to  the  20th  reg- 
iment, ii.  153. 

Jaffa,  Napoleon's  justification  of  his 
conduct  at,  i.  412. 

Journal,  Las  Cases',  character  of,  i. 
328,  415. 

K. 

Keating,  Sir  Henry,  his  testimony  in 
favor  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  i.  119  ; 
his  interview  with  Napoleon,  171  ; 
his  denial  of  an  alleged  communica- 
tion to  Napoleon,  216. 

L. 


Lamarque,  General,  takes  Ana  Capri 
i.  91  ;  lays  siege  to  Capri,  92 ;  the 
island  surrendered  to  him,  93, 


Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  i.  18 ;  observa- 
tions on   Napoleon's  claim    to  the 
imperial  title,  48;  and  on  his  con- 
duct at  St.  Helena,  ii.  179. 
Lamb,   Captain,   his    interview  with 
Bertrand  on  the  subject  of  the  bust, 
i.  456. 
Lambert,  Admiral,  succeeds  Admiral 
Plampin  in  the  naval  command  at 
St.  Helena,  ii.  117. 
"  Lanterns,"  the  purveyor's,  i.  255. 
Lascar,  removal  of  a,  from  Longwood, 

160,  220. 

Las  Cases — sec  Cases,  Count  de  Las. 

LasccUes,  Caplain,  his  letter  to  O'- 

Meara   announcing    his    expulsion 

from  the  mess  of  the  66th,  i.  572 ; 

removed  by  the  Governor,  574. 

Legitimacy,  Bonaparte's  remarks  on, 

i.  171. 
Le  Page,  cook  at  Longwood,  illness 

of,  i.  163  ;  his  proposal,  164, 
Letter,  anonymous,  in  a  Portsmouth 

newspaper,  i.  259. 
Letters  and  documents  in  the  nature 
of  proofs  and  illustrations,  i.  255  ; 
ii.  221. 
"Letters  written  on  board   H.M.S. 
Northumberland  and  at  St.  Helena'' 
— see  Warden,  Mr. 
"  Life    of    Napoleon,"     Sir    Waller 
Scott's,  unfavorable  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  ii.  195  ;  review  of  its  state- 
ments, 213. 
Limits,  Napoleon's,  i.   53,  228.  232, 
292,  294,  496,  505,  511,  516,  ii.  94. 
Linen,  charge  made  against  the  order- 
ly officer  of  examining,  i.  511,  516. 
Longwood,  character  of  policy  pursued 
at,  i.  16,  124,  501,  ii.  143,  209  ;  the 
precincts,  i.  52  ;  description  of,  52- 
51  ;  expenses  of  the  establishment 
on  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  arrival,  136; 
expenses  of — see  Expenses  ;  com 
plaints  concerning  the  locality,  144, 
187,  226;  repairs   and   additions — 
see  Repairs;  interior  arrangements, 
208  ;  estimated   table  expenses  of, 
in  1816,  213;  state  of  the   house, 
302  ;  style   of  living   at,    308,  491 ; 
consumption  of  fuel  at,  501,  502; 
number  of  fires  at,  503  ;  visitors  to, 
509  ;  alleged  dampness  of  the  house, 
569;  etiquette  at,  ii.  112;  desecra- 
tion of,  197. 
Lords,  House  of,  debate   in,  on  the 

treatment  of  Bonaparte,  i.  451. 
Loudon  and  Moira,  Countess  of,  her 
arrival  at  St,  Helena,  i.  150. 
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Lowe,  Sir  Hudson,  nature  of  proofs 
in  support  of  charges  against  him, 
i.  16  ;  ^va^■anL  issued  to,  for  the  de- 
tention of  Bonaparte,  80  ;  his  early 
career,  82  ;  his  stay  at  Ajacrio,  84  ; 
appointed  Deputy  Judge  Advocate, 
85  ;  proceeds  to  Egypt  in  command 
of  the  Corsican  Rangers,  85;  his 
mission  to  Portugal,  87 ;  assumes 
the  command  of  Capri,  88;  sur- 
renders the  island  to  General  La- 
marque,  93  ;  serves  at  Ischia,  Zante, 
and  Santa  Maura,  D5,  96 ;  made 
Unvernor  of  Cephalonia  and  Ithaca, 
96  ;  his  mission  to  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope, 97  ;  his  description  of  Mad- 
ame do  Stael  and  Barnadotte,  98; 
his  first  view  of  Napoleon,  99  ;  his 
services  under  Bliicher,  100-102; 
knighted,  102;  serves  in  the  Low 
Countries,  102-106 ;  his  interview 
with  the  Emperor  Alexander,  107  ; 
assumes  the  command  at  Genoa, 
107 ;  garrisons  Toulon,  109  ;  sum- 
moned to  London,  109;  consulted 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  at  Paris,  109  ; 
nominated  Governor  of  St.  Helena, 
110;  marries,  is  made  K.C.B.,  and 
sails  for  St.  Helena,  112;  his  as- 
sailants, 113-116 ;  testimonies  in 
his  favor,  116-119;  his  manner  and 
disposition,  123 ;  his  interviews 
with  Bonaparte,  125-127,  142-145, 
li;3~156,  192-197,  214-218  ;  report 
of  his  proceedings  on  arriving  at 
St.  Helena,  135  ;  complains  of  Na- 
poleon's seclusion,  148 ;  invites  him 
to  dinner,  150;  his  forbearance,  159: 
issues  a  proclamation  concerning 
correspondence,  175  ;  his  reply  to 
Bertrand  on  the  subject  of  Madame 
Benrand's  note,  181 ;  his  readiness 
to  consult  Napoleon's  wishes,  189, 
233,  029  ;  replies  to  Count  Montho- 
lon's  **  Remonstrance,"  231  ;  his  in- 
structions to  O'Meara,270  ;  his  de- 
nial of  Bonaparte's  charge  of  liaving 
laid  his  hand  on  his  sword,  273; 
the  denial  corroborated  by  O'Meara, 
307  ;  issues  altered  regulations,  283  ; 
his  reasons  for  the  alterations,  285- 
294 ;  rescinds  them,  296  ;  arrests 
Scott,  a  servant  of  Las  Cases,  315  ; 
arrests  Las  Cases,  317  ;  his  accounl 
of  the  arrests  and  of  Las  Cases' 
Journal  and  other  papers,  327  ;  his 
interviews  with  Las  Cases,  331- 
336,  344-369  ;  his  remarks  on  Na- 
poleon's letter  to  Las  Cases,  342 ; 
offers  to  allow  Las  Cases  to  return 


to  Longwood,  349  ;  decides  to  sjend 
him  to  the  Cape,  353;  rencws'his 
former  offer  conditionally,  354,  361 ; 
his  explanation  to  Bertrand,  362; 
refuses  to  allow  Las  Cases  to  take 
leave  of  Bonaparte,  except  in  pres- 
ence of  a  British  officer,  365  ;  his 
remarks  on  Las  Cases'  letter  of 
Dec.  18]  6,  370 ;  and  on  the  Count's 
treatment  of  his  son,  370;  his  view 
of  Las  Cases'  character,  373  ;  his 
memorandum  concerning  an  accom- 
modation, 379  ;  returned  with  Na- 
poleon's observations,  382  ;  his  re- 
marks thereon,  383  ;  sends  a  pres- 
ent of  coffee  to  Longwood,  403; 
statement  of  his  concessions,  410 ; 
observations  on  Las  Cases'  protest, 
414;  his  answer  to  Sir  P.  Malcolm 
on  charges  made  by  Napoleon,  438- 
441  ;  his  remarks  on  Mr.  Warden's 
"Letters,"  444  ;  his  conduct  regard- 
ing the  bust  of  Napoleon's  son,  455  ; 
and  Mr.  Elphinstone's  present,  460; 
his  reply  to  Bonaparte's  proposal 
for  a  mediation,  470  ;  his  consider- 
ate conduct  toward  Berti-and,  475  ; 
his  questions  to  Captain  Poppleton, 
479;  to  O'Meara  regarding  the  reg- 
ulations, 485;  his  opinion  of  the 
causes  of  Bonaparte's  abuse,  487 ; 
proposes  to  build  a  saloon  at  Long- 
wood,  494 ;  offers  medical  aid  to 
Napoleon,  493,  512,  523 ;  to  hire  a 
summer  residence  for  him,  497,  511 ; 
difficulty  of  his  position,  499  ;  his 
further  concessions,  505;  accedes 
to  the  change  in  Bonaparte's  appel- 
lation, 507  ;  complains  of  Bertrand's 
perversions,  507 ;  his  correspond- 
ence with  Bertrand  on  the  regula- 
tions, 512-.526 ;  his  Remarks  on 
Napoleon's  '*  Apostille,"  523;  bis 
dissatisfaction  with  O'Meara,  527  ; 
generous  conduct  to  Gourgaud,  547  ; 
subjcctsO'Mcarato  the  restrictions, 
558;  accepts  his  resignation,  560; 
on  O'Meara's  application  rescinds 
the  order  touching  the  rastrictions, 
560;  his  questions  to  O'Meara  re- 

farding  Bonaparte's  letter  to  Lord 
.iverpool,  568;  to  Mr.  Darling  on 
the  alleged  dampness  of  Napoleon's 
apartments,  570 ;  replies  to  Ber- 
trand's remonstrance  concerning 
Colonel  Lyster,  578 ;  shows  Ber- 
trand's letter  to  the  Colonel,  579 ; 
reprimands  O'Meara  for  his  conduct 
regarding  the  affair  of  the  snuff-box, 
580  ;  removes  him  from  St.  Helena. 
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590 ;  his  anli-slavery  measures,  594 ; 
conversations  with  Count  Moniho- 
lon,  604-625;  his  explanation  con- 
cerning O'Mcara,  625;  conseuls  to 
Mr.  Slokoe  residing  at  Longwood, 
ii.  12  ;  his  observations  on  Napo- 
leon's ''Notes,"  17;  his  retutation 
of  O'Meara's  charges,  21  ;  his  de- 
termination not  to  correspond  with 
Bertrund,  54  ;  his  "  Note"  to  Napo- 
leon concerning  the  Commission- 
ers, G2 ;  his  unexpected  meeting 
with  Napoleon,  67;  his  "Noie"  in 
reply  to  Bonaparte's  '*  Declaration," 
70;  his  (conversation  with  Anlom- 
marchi,  84;  writes  to  the  Cape  for 
horses  for  Longwood,  86  ;  enlarges 
llie  limits,  94 ;  again  encounters 
Napoleon,  129  ;  determines  to  en- 
force the  instructions  for  seeing 
him,  148  ;  his  last  offer  of  medical 
assistance,  157;  his  letter  to  Lady 
Holland  on  the  death  of  Napoleon, 
161  ;  his  departure  for  England, 
183 ;  receives  an  address  from  the 
inhabitants  of  St.  Helena  on  resign- 
ing his  authority,  183  ;  approval  of 
his  government  by  the.  King,  184; 
his  reception  at  Court,  185 ;  ap- 
pointed to  the  colonelcy  of  the  93d 
regiment,  185 ;  resolves  to  prose- 
cute O'Meara;  186;  difficulties  of 
the  task,  187;  obtains  a  rule  nisi, 
188  ;  the  rule  discharged  on  a  ques- 
tion of  time,  189 ;  seeks  advice  of 
Lord  Bathurst,  191 ;  his  error  in  not 
acting  upon  it,  192 ;  made  Com- 
mander of  the  Forces  at  Ceylon, 
192;  his  interview  with  Prince 
Metternich,  194 ;  obtains  leave  of 
absence,  196 ;  touches  at  St.  He- 
lena on  his  way  home,  196;  visits 
Longwood,  197;  has  an  audience 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  198; 
returns  to  Ceylon,  199 ;  attacked 
by  Lord  Teynham  and  defended  by 
the  Duke  ofWellington  and  Lord 
Bathurst,  199;  returns  to  England 
and  memorializes  the  Government, 
201  ;  his  death.  202;  review  of  his 
conduct  at  St,  Helena,  211. 

Lowe,  Miss,  daughter  of  Sir  Hudson, 
receives  a  pension,  ii.  202. 

Lutyens,  Captain,  succeeds  Captain 
NichoUs  as  orderly  officer  at  Long- 
wood,  ii.  99 ;  his  reports,  99,  100, 
102,  104,  105,  113,  123,  129,  138,  | 
150  ;  his  account  of  Vignali's  per-  \ 
sonation  of  Napoleon,  117  ;  super-  ] 
seded  by  Captain  Crokat,  1 54  ;  re- 


ceives a  complimentary  message 
from  Napoleon,  154. 
Lyster,  Lieut. -Colonel,  succeeds  Cap- 
tain Blakcney  as  orderly  officer  at 
Longwood,  i.  577  ;  his  challenge  to 
Bertrand,  579 ;  his  consequent  re- 
moval, 580. 

M. 

Maceroni,  Colonel,  his  account  of  the 
pamphlet  "An  Appeal  to  the  Brit- 
ish Nation,"  &c.,  attributed  to  San- 
tmi,  i.  463. 

Maitland,  Captain,  his  "  Narrative  nf 
the  Surrender  of  Bonaparte,"  quot- 
ed, i.  23. 

Malcolm,  Sir  Pulteney,  succeeds  Sir 
George  Cockburn  in  the  naval  com- 
mand at  St.  Helena,  i.  167  ;  pre- 
sented to  Bonaparte,  172;  other  in- 
terviews with  bim,  210,  402,  435 ; 
his  alleged  statement  regarding  the 
Duke  ofWellington,  210  ;  his  tes- 
timony in  favor  of  Sir  H.  Lowe, 
213  ;  defends  the  Governor's  con- 
duct, 215-218;  his  proposed  inter- 
mediation, 380,  470  ;  his  letter  to 
the  Governor  detailing  a  conversa- 
tion with  Napoleon,  435-438  ;  his 
exphination  touching  his  remark  on 
ihe  Governor's  temper,  441  ;  suc- 
ceeded by  Admiral  Ptampin,  474. 

Maltese  regiment,  the  Royal,  its  con- 
duct at  Ana  Capri,  i.  91. 

Maurel,  Jules,  his  sarcastic  remark  on 
Napoleon,  ii.  179. 

M'Carthy,  Lieut.,  his  letter  to  O'- 
Meara on  his  expulsion  from  the 
mess  of  the  66th,  i.  572, 

Melville,  Lord,  his  sanction  to  the 
receipt  of  O'Meara's  letters  by  Mr. 
Finlaison,  i.  265. 

''  Memoirs  of  Napoleon,"  by  O'Meara, 
Monthoton's  remarks  on,  ii.  107 ; 
the  dictature  of  Bonaparte,  107. 

Ministry,  the  English,  nature  of  proofs 
in  support  of  charges  against,  i.  16  ; 
its  difficulty  on  the  surrender  of 
Napoleon,  19  ;  his  remarks  on  the 
policy  of,  421^26 ;  defense  of,  ii 
203-211. 

Montchenu,  Marquis  de  (French  Com- 
missioner), his  arrival  at  St.  He- 
lena, i.  167  ;  notice  of,  by  Sir  Hud- 
son Lowe,  169;  his  contradiction 
of  O'Meara's  statements,  ii,  24;  his 
conversation  with  the  Governor, 
105;  announces  his  intention  of 
visiting  Bonaparte,  123. 
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Montholon,  Count  de,  object  of  his 
"  Recits,"  i.  14  ;  his  testimony  as 
to  the  Longwood  policy,  17,  124; 
assertion  concerning  the  disarming 
of  Napoleon,  30  ;  his  catalogue  of 
grievances,  57;  his  want  of  veracity, 
72,  162;  his  "Declaration,"  138; 
his  testimony  to  Bonaparte's  decep- 
tions, 141 ;  complains  of  the  removal 
of  his  servant,  161  ;  his  soliriquet. 
165;  his  reply  to  the  Govemor  on 
the  subject  of  Napoleon's  residence, 
187;  his"  Remonstrance," 223-231  ; 
object  of  his  conduct,  251  ;  his 
"  court,"  254 ;  his  account  of  the 
reception  of  the  Governor's  lelter 
on  the  subject  of  the  declarations, 
281  ;  his  account  of  the  breaking  up 
of  Napoleon's  plate,  310;  his  re- 
marks on  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  jire- 
sent  of  coifee,  403 ;  his  misstate- 
ment concerning  Bonaparte's'heallh, 
430  ;  his  evidence  to  the  misconduct 
of  British  subjecls,  451  ;  his  account 
of  Gourgaud's  departure,  538;  his 
assertion  of  the  dampness  of  Long- 
wood  House,  571  ;  his  statement 
concerning  O'Meara's  journal,  591  ; 
conversations  with  the  Governor, 
604-625;  with  Major  Gorrequer, 
609;  his  opinion  of  O'Meara,  614, 
615 ;  his  proposal  to  Dr.  Verling, 
ii.  51 ;  applies  to  the  Governor  on 
the  subject  of  Madame  Montho- 
lon's  departure,  58 ;  his  expect- 
ancies, 108;  his  mode  of  acting, 
110;  his  acknowledgments  to  the 
Governor,  120;  complains  of  the 
provisions,  121  ;  his  application  to 
the  Governor  regarding  a  change  of 
attendants,  134—137  ;  his  descrip- 
tion of  some  of  them,  135  ;  his  ac- 
count of  Napoleon's  health,  143- 
145  ;  his  plan  for  enabling  the  or- 
derly officer  to  see  him,  149;  his 
account  of  Napoleon's  condition  on 
his  deathbed,  157,  158;  his  charac- 
ter, 175. 

Montholon,  Countess  de,  testimony  to 
the  correctness  of  her  conduct,  i. 
441  ;  her  departure  from  St.  He- 
lena, ii.  64. 

Moore,  Sir  John,  his  testimony  in 
favor  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  i.  86, 
87  ;  his  opinion  of  the  Court  of 
Palermo,  88. 

Moscow,  Napoleon's  opinion  of  the 
burning  of,  i.  408. 

"  Monton,"  O'Meara's  use  of  the  term, 
1.  527. 


Muflling,  Baron  von,  on  the  probable 
movements  of  Bonaparte,  i.  104. 

N. 

Name  (Bonaparte's),  proposed  change 
_  of,  1. 297-302, 388 ;  objections  to,  434. 

Napier,  Sir  William,  his  remark  on 
the  loss  of  Capri  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  i.  89. 

Napoleon — see  Bonaparte,  Napoleon. 

Necklace,  a  diamond.  Las  Cases'  trick 
concerning,  i.  344. 

Newspapers,  complaints  concerning 
the  supply  of,  i.  228,  231;  list  of, 
sent  to  Longwood,  465. 

Nicholls,  Captain,  succeeds  Captain 
Blakeney  as  orderly  officer  at  Long- 
wood,  i,  604  ;  his  reports,  ii.  57,  63, 
65,  75,  95;  complaints  of  his  diffi- 
culties, 9,  57,  65,  67;  extracts  from 
his  journal,  i.  627,  li.  54,  69,  86,  90, 
95,  97,  98  ;  succeeded  by  Captain 
Lutyens,  99, 

"Notes  approuvees  par  Napoleon," 
li.  17. 

O. 

"  Observations"  by  Napoleon  on  Lord 

.  Bathurst's  speech,  i.  508  ;  clandes- 
tinely forwarded  to  England,  509. 

Officers  of  the  66th  regiment,  their 
proceedings  and  correspondence  on 
the  expulsion  of  O'Meara  from  their 
mess,  i.  572-576  ;  their  testimony  to 
O'Meara's  falsehood,  576 ;  their 
contradiction  of  Bertrand's  state- 
ment concerning  Captain  Blakeney, 
ii.  22. 

O'Hara,  General,  his  command  at 
Gibraltar,  i.  83. 

O'Meara,  Barry  Edward,  object  and 
character  of  his  publications,  i.  14, 
79-81  ;  his  account  of  Bonaparte 
and  his  followers  during  the  voyage 
31  ;  his  conversations  with  Napo^ 
leon,  32,  67,  131,  205,  269,  297,  304. 
355,  376,  381,  395,  404,  419,  421 
428,  445-450,  469,  471,  483,  561 
his  description  of  Longwood,  52- 
54;  his  account  of  his  duties,  72 
pay,  72,  73;  his  account-of  Gour- 
gaud,  74  ;  early  career  of,  75  ;  letter 
to  the  "  Morning  Chronicle,"  76-78 
character  of  his  letters,  78  ;  his  ac 
count  of  Sir  H.  Lowe's  first  visit  to 
Napoleon,  128,  130;  of  Napoleon 
prepossession  against  Sir  Hudson 
146  ;  his  readiness  to  give  informn 
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tion,  160;  his  coarseness,  162;  his 
account  of  Madame  Bertrand's  note 
to  Montchenu,  176;  his  testimony 
to  the  motives  of  action  at  Long- 
wood,  206  ;  applies  for  increase  of 
salar>',  241  ;  remarks  on  the  sale 
of  Napoleon's  plate,  249  ;  his  denial 
of  an  anonymous  letter  in  a  Ports- 
mouth newspaper,  261 ;  his  conduct 
with  respect  to  Montholon's  "  Re- 
monstrance," 262;  his  account  of 
the  signing  the  declaration,  282;  his 
description  of  the  style  of  living  of 
the  French  exiles,  308  ;  his  atro- 
cious charge  against  the  Governor 
with  respect  to  Napoleon,  312;  his 
reports  on  Bonaparte's  health — see 
Reports;  hisstatementof  theevents 
leading  to  Las  Cases'  arrest,  323  ; 
his  opinion  of  Las  Cases'  motives, 
326  ;  hiy  report  on  the  health  of  the 
younger  Las  Cases,  348 ;  his  ac- 
count of  Las  Cases'  departure,  371 ; 
of  Napoleon's  overture  for  an  ac- 
commodation, 376;  his  long  letter 
to  Mr.  Finlaison  of  Dec,  29,  1816, 
386-399;  his  misstatement  concern- 
ing Bertrand's  letter  to  his  father, 
408  ;  concerning  the  bust  of  the  Due 
de  Reichstadt,453— i58  ;  his  account 
of  a  dispute  with  the  Governor,  466 ; 
change  of  his  tone  regarding  the 
latter,  467 ;  his  ai'ccount  of  a  con- 
versation between  Napoleon  and 
Lord  Amherst,  477  ;  his  suggestions 
regarding  the  restrictions,  485  ;  his 
opinion  on  the  allowance  for  Long- 
wood,  490  ;  his  description  of  the 
style  of  living  there,  491  ;  his  letter 
to  Major  Gorrequer  on  the  supply 
of  fuel  at  Longwood,  502 ;  his  in- 
sulting behavior  to  the  Governor, 
527;  his  pledge  to  Napoleon,  530; 
his  self-condemnation,  533 ;  con- 
versation with  the  Governor  re- 
specting General  Gourgaud,  536, 
554  ;  his  opinion  of  Napoleon's  mal- 
ady, 554,  567  ;  his  conduct  in  the 
affair  of  the  snuff-box,  557 ;  sub- 
jected to  the  restrictions,  558  ;  ten- 
ders his  resignation,  558;  deliber- 
ately disobeys  orders,  558;  his  re- 
signation accepted,  560  ;  his  version 
of  the  affair  of  the  snuff-box,  561  ; 
the  restrictions  removed,  566 ;  his 
perjury  concerning  papers  sent  to 
England,  568;  expelled  the  mess 
of  the  66th,  572;  his  letter  to  the 
officers  and  their  reply,  572  ;  reports 
Mr.   Stokoe's   objection   to   attend 


Napoleon,  577;  excluded  from  the 
table  of  the  orderly  officer,  578  ;  re- 
moved from  Longwood,  589 ;  his 
different  versions  of  the  delivery 
of  the  order,  589;  refuses  to  give  a 
copy  of  his  medical  journal,  591; 
complains  of  his  baggage  being  plun- 
dered, 591 ;  sails  for  England,  591 ; 
his  slanderous  reports  at  Ascension, 
629  ;  his  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  ii. 
18;  dismissed  from  the  navy,  19; 
his  scale  of  the  supply  at  Longwood, 
47 ;  his  mistake  respecting  Mr. 
Stokoe's  return  to  St.  Helena,  66; 
his  *'  Memoirs  of  Napoleon,"  notice 
of,  107 ;  his  account  of  a  proposed 
inscription  for  Napoleon's  coffin, 
168;  prosecuted  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  for  libel,  186, 
Orderly  officer  at  Longwood,  duties 
of  the,  i.  49,  50. 

P. 

Parliament,  Acts  of.  regarding  Napo 
Icon,  i.  80,  HI;  published  at  St. 
Helena,  175. 

Passes  to  Longwood,  i.  54,  69,  148, 
220,  235,  237,  243,  289,  340,  517. 

Peltier,  Napoleon's  opinion  of,  i.  428. 

Phaeton,  a,  given  by  Napoleon  to  Ma- 
dame Bertrand,  i.  255. 

Pichon,  Napoleon's  account  of,  i.  447. 

Picnic,  Napoleon's,  ii.  125. 

Piontkowski,  Captain,  remarks  on,  by 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  i.  385 ;  and  by 
O'Meara,  385. 

Plampin,  Admiral,  succeeds  Sir  Pul- 
teney  Malcolm  in  the  naval  com- 
mand at  St.  Helena,  i.  474;  his 
opinion  of  O'Meara,  629  ;  succeed- 
ed by  Admiral  Lambert,  ii.  117. 

Plate,  sale  of,  by  Napolepn.i.  248, 250, 
256,  310;  its  object,  249,  310,  410. 

Poppleton,  Captain,  first  orderly  offi- 
cer at  Longwood,  reports  of,  i.  141, 
166,  209,  234,  239,  282,  427,  450, 
457  ;  his  explanation  concerning  the 
opening  an  envelope  addressed  to 
Napoleon,  269;  his  opmion  of  Count 
Montholon,  330 ;  superseded  by 
Captain  Blakeney,  479 ;  his  an- 
swers to  the  Governor's  questions 
respecting  his  duties,  479-481  ;  his 
acceptance  of  a  snuff-box  from  Na- 
poleon, ii.  189. 
Post-mortem  examination  of  the  body 

of  Napoleon,  ii.  162. 
Proclamations,  by  Colonel  Wilkes,  i. 

I     38,  31,  175 ;  by  Sir  H.  Lowe,  175, 
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Proclamations  of  Napoleon,  their 
character,  ii.  204. 

Provisions,  complaints  concerning,  i. 
206,  209,  248,  254,  402,  427,  552,  ii. 
121  ;  attention  paid  to  the  supply  of, 
i.  209,  428;  prices  of,  ii.  40  ;  quality 
of,  41  ;  O'Meara's  scale  of  the  sup- 
ply of,  47. 

Q. 

"  Quarterl}'  Review,"  its  criticism  of 
Mr.  Warden's  '*  Letters,"  i.  443. 

R. 

Railing,  iron,  at  Long-wood,  complaint 
concerning,  ii.  103,  123,  139. 

Reade,  Sir  Thomas,  his  account  of 
an  interview  with  Napoleon,  i.274; 
his  report  on  the  arrest  of  Las  Cases, 
316  ;  his  instructions  to  the  orderly 
officer  for  seeing  Bonaparte,  ii.  69, 
148;  his  report  of  an  inquiry  re- 
lative to  Antommarchi's  charge 
against  a  sentinel,  83;  his  report  of 
the  post-mortem  examination  of  the 
body  of  Napoleon,  163. 

Reardon,  Lieut.,  his  opinion  of  C- 
Meara,  i.  574 ;  removed  from  St. 
Helena,  574. 

Regent,  the  Prince,  his  alleged  prom- 
ise to  Napoleon,  i.  612. 

Regulations  and  restrictions  regarding 
Napoleon  and  his  suite,  i.  38,  54, 
149,  150,  175,  237,  265,  267,  277, 
283, 296, 394,  51 1 ,  ii.  94 ;  complaints 
of,  i.  147,  151,  200,  211,  366,  377, 
382,495,507,513;  alterations  made 
in, 283;  explanationsof  and  reasons 
for  the  alterations.  285-294 ;  regu- 
lations in  force  in  October,  1817, 
511 ;  correspondence  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  and"  Count  Bertrand  on,  513- 
526. 

Reichstadt,  Due  de,  a  lock  of  his  hair 
sent  to  Napoleon,  i.  374;  story  of 
the  bust  of,  453-460. 

*'  Remarks"  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  on 
Napoleon's  "  Apostille,"  i.  523. 

Remonstrance  by  Count  Montholon 
against  the  Convention  of  the  Allied 
Sovereigns,  i.  223, 231 ;  efforts  made 
to  send  a  copy  to  England,  262 ;  sent 
by  O'Meara  to  the  Admiralty,  262. 

Repairs,  &c..  at  Longwood,  i.  188, 
189,  229,  233. 

Reports  on  Bonaparte's  health :  by 
O'Meara,  i.  313,  385,  493,  505,  566, 
571  ;   by  Mr.  Baxter,  549 ;  by  Mr, 


Stokoe,  ii.  13;  by  Dr.  Amott,  155, 
156.  ]60,  161. 

Reservoirs  for  Bonaparte's  garden,  ii. 
91, 

Residence  of  Napoleon,  question  of 
i.  39,  59,  153,  186-191,  198,  228, 
233,  252,  587. 

Rethwick,  or  Radovitch,  Filippo, 
brings  a  bust  of  Napoleon's  son  to 
St  Helena,  i.  454 ;  his  visit  to 
Longwood,  457;  his  conduct  to  the 
proprietors,  459. 

Review  of  evidence,  ii.  203. 

Ricketts,  Mr.,  his  conversation  wilii 
Napoleon,  ii.  52. 

Riding-exercise,  novel  mode  of,  ii.  146. 

Ripley,  Captain,  proposal  to  him  con- 
cerning clandestine  correspond- 
ence, ii.  61. 

Rosemary  Hall,  proposal  to  build  a 
residence  for  Napoleon  at,  i.  198. 

Rutledge,  Mr.,  takes  charge  of  the  body 
of  Napoleon,  ii.  163  ;  his  memoran- 
dum of  the  watch,  164. 


Saloon,  proposed  erection  of  a,  at 
Longwood,  i.  494,  497. 

Santini,  a  domestic  at  Longwood,  his 
alleged  intention  of  shooting  Sir  H. 
Lowe,  i.  210;  authorship  of  "An 
Appeal  to  the  British  Nation,"  &;c., 
attributed  to  him,  463  ;  his  testimony 
to  the  disagreements  among  the 
French  ofUcers,  488. 

Saucepans,  application  concerning,  i. 
254. 

Scott,  James,  servant  of  Las  Cases, 
arrest  of,  i.  315. 

Scott,  John,  his  information  to  the 
Governor  concerning  clandestine 
correspondence,  i.  315. 

Scott,  Sir  Walter,  on  the  government 
of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  i.  113;  his 
"  Life  of  Napoleon,"  ii.  195  ;  his 
means  for  a  defense  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  196  ;  his  view  of  the  charac- 
ter and  conduct  of  the  latter,  213. 

Sentries,  and  regulations  regarding,  i. 
296,  376,  379,  506,  511,  516. 

Shortt,  Dr.,  his  note  on  the  death  of 
Napoleon,  ii.  166. 

Signals,  secret,  established  at  St. 
Helena,  i.  55. 

Slavery,  measures  for  its  abolition  at 
St.  Helena,  i.  594. 

Slaves,  number  of,  at  St.  Helena,  be- 
longing to  the  East  India  Company, 
i.  596. 
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SnufF-box,  Napoleon's  present  of  a, 
through  O'Meara,  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Boys,  affair  of,  i.  557-565. 

Soldiers,  playing  at,  ii.  96. 

Somerset,  Lord  Charles,  his  opinion 
of  Las  Cases  and  his  Journal,  ii.  48  ; 
his  visit  to  Longwood,  98. 

Spencer,  Captain  the  Hon.  Robert, 
his  visit  to  Longwood,  ii.  128. 

Spies,  Sicilian,  i.  88. 

Stael,  Madame  de,  at  the  Court  of 
Stockholm,  i.  98. 

Staff,  list  of  Sir  H.  Lowe's,  i.  112. 

Stokoe,  Mr.,  declines  to  attend  Napo- 
leon, i.  577  ;  subsequently  called  in, 
ii.  10;  consents  to  become  his  phy- 
sician, 11 ;  his  opinion  ofNapolcon's 
disease,  13  ;  his  medical  reports — 
see  Reports  ;  examined  by  Admiral 
Plampin,  15;  invalided  and  sent 
home,  16  ;  sent  back  to  St.  Helena 
and  tried  by  court-martial,  72  ;  sen- 
tenced to  be  dismissed  from  the 
navy,  74. 

Stiirmer,  Baron  de  (Austrian  Commis- 
sioner), his  arrival  at  St.  Helena,  i. 
167;  account  of,  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  169 ;  his  letter  inclosing  Mr. 
Welle's  declaration,  374 ;  endeavors 
to  see  Bonaparte,  413;  his  removal, 
576. 

Suite,  list  of  Napoleon's,  i.  30  ;  dis- 
agreements among,  201,  488;  re- 
duction of,  257,  275,  300,  394 ;  ad- 
ditions to,  ii.  76 ;  offer  to  replace, 
124;  their  departure  from  St.  He- 
lena, 183. 

Supplies,  Major  Gorrequer's  state- 
ment concerning,  ii.  25-48. 

Sussex,  the  Duke  of,  signs  Lord  Hol- 
land's protest  against  detaining  Na- 
poleon, i.  22. 

Suzzarelli,  the  spy,  i.  89. 


Tent,  erection  of  a,  at  Longwood,  i. 
229. 

Teynham,  Lord,  attacks  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  in  the  House  of  Lords,  ii.  199 ; 
apologizes,  200. 

Themistocles,  suggested  parallel  be- 
tween him  and  Napoleon,  i-  20. 

"Times"  newspaper.  Napoleon's 
statement  concerning,  i.  307,  429. 

Tindal,  Mr.  (Chief  Justice),  his  advice 
to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  against  indict- 
ing O'Meara,  li.  190. 

Triffes,  attention  shown  to,  for  the 
comfort  of  the  exiles,  ii.  88. 


U. 

LTrmston,  Mr.,  his  letter  concerning 
reports  of  the  treatment  of  Bona- 
parte, i.  411. 


Verling,  Dr.,  applies  to  O'Meara  for 
pei-mission  to  inspect  his  medical 
journal,  i.  590  ;  attempt  to  get  rid  of 
him  from  Longwood,  ii.  15  ;  proposal 
to  him  by  Count  Montholon,  51 ; 
tenders  his  services  to  Napoleon, 
72;  returns  to  England,  82. 

Vernon,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  account  of  0'- 
Meara's  conduct  in  the  affair  of  the 
snuff-box,  i.  563  ;  his  denial  of  as- 
sertions in  the  "  Exposition,"  ii,  79. 

Vignali,  Abbe,  arrives  at  Longwood 
as  chaplain,  ii,  76;  personates  Na- 
poleon, 117  ;  described  by  Montho- 
lon, 135,  136. 

Visits  to  Longwood,  instructions  as  to, 
i.  267  ;  regulations  concerning,  295, 
512,  625;  report  on,  509. 

"  Voice,  A,  from  St.  Helena,"  charac- 
ter of  the  work,  i.  574. 

W. 

War,  horrors  of,  ii.  181,  182. 

Warden,  Mr.,  his  *'  Letters  written  on 
board  H.M.S.  Northumberland  and 
at  St.  Helena"  noticed,  i.  31 ;  opin- 
ions of  the  French  exiles  concerning 
it,  442;  Napoleon's  remarks  upon 
it,  443  ;  its  authority  in  England, 
443  ;  object  of  the  publication,  444; 
the  author's  effrontery,  444. 

WaiTning-pan,  substitute  for  a,  i.  303. 

Warnings  as  to  the  escape  of  Napo- 
leon, i.  266. 

Warrant  for  the  detention  of  Napoleon 
issued,  i.  80. 

Waterloo,  battle  of,  Napoleon's  re- 
marks upon,  i.  304. 

Welle,  Mr.,  forwards  to  Longwood  a 
lock  of  hair  of  Napoleon's  son,  i.  374. 

Wellington,  Duke  of,  his  facility  in 
business,  i.  105  ;  Napoleon's  strict- 
ures on  his  conduct  at  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  305  ;  his  title  to  gratitude, 
ii.  182  ;  his  replies  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe's  application  for  employment, 
198  ;  defends  him  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  199  ;  his  note  on  the  same 
subject,  201. 

Wilkes,  Colonel,  proclamations  by,  i. 
38,  39,  51  :  his  pension,  ii.  192. 
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Wines  supplied  to  the  Long^vood  es- 
tablishment, ii.  46. 

"Wood,  scarcity  of,  at  St.  Helena,  i. 
501  ;  and  see  Fuel. 

Wynyard,  Colonel ,  his  report  on  Count 


Montholon's    statement   as   to   th 
dampness  of  Longrv-ood  House,  i 
571  ;  his  instructions  to  the  orderly 
officer,  ii.  68  ;  his  departure  for  En- 
gland, 116. 


LETTERS  AND   DOCUMENTS. 

Act  for  the  more  effectually  detaining  in  custody  Napoleon  Bonaparte  (April 

U,  1816),  272. 
Amherst,  Lord — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe- 
Oct.  2,  1822.— Denial  of  statements  in  O'Meara's  "Voice,"  427. 
Anonymous — 

To  Napoleon  le  Grand,  <|-c. — 

March  29,  1816. — Advising  him  to  escape  from  St.  Helena,  270. 
To  Cottnt  Bcrtrand — 
Means  and  method  of  escape  for  Napoleon,  referred  to  in  the  preced- 
ing, 270. 
Balcombe,  Mr — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 
Sept.  26,  1817. — Report  of  an  inter\'ie\v  with  Napoleon,  455. 
Bathukst,  Earl — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 
Sept.  12,  1815. — Instructions  concerning  the  charge  of  Bonaparte,  and 

announcing  his  appointment  as  Governor  of  St.  Helena.  260. 
Jan.  18, 1816. — Instruction  to  treat  Napoleon  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  268. 
April  12,  1816. — Warrant  for  the  detention  of  Napoleon,  275. 
Feb.  7,  1817. — Approving  his  conduct  in  the  arrest  of  Las  Cases,  and 

giving  instructions  concerning  him,  367. 
Feb.  7,  1817. — Instructions  concerning  limits  and  sentries,  369. 
April  22,  1817. — Sending  the  "  Manuscnt  venu  de  Ste.  Hel^ne  ;"  sup- 
ply of  Bonaparte's  table,  419. 
June  11,  1817. — Instructions  concerning  correspondence,  422. 
Aug.  19,  1817. — Approval  of  his  forwarding  to  Bonaparte  certain  pre- 
sents from  England  ;  remarks  on  the  conduct  of  Lord  Holland  and 
the  Duke  of  Bedford ;  instructions  as  to  future  presents  for  Napo- 
leon, 442. 
Aug.  25,  1817. — Instructions  regarding  repairs  at  Longwood,  444. 
Aug.  26,  1817. — Instructions  concerning  O'Meara's  intended  return  to 

England,  445. 
Sept.  1,  1817. — Probable  reports  of  Napoleon's  treatment;  extension 
of  his  limits  ;  correspondence  with  his  suite  ;  his  table  allowance,  447. 
Sept.  17,  1817. — instructions  concerning  the  erection  of  a  new  resi- 
dence for  Napoleon,  450. 
Sept,  18,  1817. — Measures  to  be  taken  in  the  event  of  Bonaparte's 

death.  451. 
Oct.  24,  1817. — Concerning  expenses  of  the  establishment  at  Long- 
wood.  475. 
Oct.  24,  1817.— On  the  conduct  of  Count  Bertrand,  475. 
Dec.  13,  1817. — Instruction  to  permit  General  Gourgaud  to  quit  St. 
Helena,  497. 
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Bathurst,  Earl — continued. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 

Jan.  1,  1818. — Approval  of  his  proceedings  in  the  correspondence  with 
Count  Bertrand ;  instructions  respecting  sentries,  correspondence, 
and  visits,  517. 

Jan.  1,  1818. — Receipt  of  the  sealed  packet  addressed  to  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  and  transmission  of  a  copy  to  St.  Helena ;  with  Napoleon's 
Notes  ("  Notes  approuve'es  par  Napoleon")  on  this  and  the  preceding 
dispatch,  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Observations  in  reply,  521. 

May  5, 1818. — Instruct  ions  respecting  clandestine  correspondence,  551. 

May  16,  1818. — Stating  General  Gourgaud's  information  concerning 
Bonaparte's  health,  in  opposition  to  O'Meara's  reports ;  direction  to 
remove  O'Meara  from  Longwood,  553. 

May  18,  1818. — Formerreasonsforobjectingtotheremovalof  O'Meara; 
instruction  to  remove  him ;  restrictions  on  the  French  officers,  553. 

July  21,  1818. — Instructions  respecting  tlie  foreign  Commissioners,  559. 

Aug.  10,  1818. — Relative  to  sending  out  attendants  to  Bonaparte,  566. 

Aug.  27,  1818. — Napoleon's  intention  of  selling  out  stock  in  the  Navy 
5  per  Cents,  567. 

Nov.  1818. — Congratulations  on  the  intercepting  of  clandestine  cor- 
respondence ;  O'Meara's  charges  ;  admission  of  orderly  officer  to 
Bonaparte  ;  requiring  reply  to  Napoleon's  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool, 
616. 

Nov.  30.  1818. — Modification  of  instruction  as  to  the  admission  of  the 
orderly  officer  by  Napoleon  twice  daily,  619. 

July  5,  1819. — Approbation  of  his  proceedings,  619. 

July  7,  1819. — Approval  of  his  resistance  to  the  pretensions  of  the 
French  Commissioner,  and  instructions  respecting  the  Commission- 
ers generally,  628. 

July  12,  1819. — Reasons  for  not  prosecuting  the  "  Morning  Chronicle" 
and  O'Meai'a ;  the  new  attendants  on  Bonaparte  ;  Mr.  Ricketts's 
visit ;  instructions  regarding  Mr.  Balcombe,  629. 

March  16,  1820. — Anticipated  changes  in  Bonaparte's  suite,  632. 

March  16,  1820. — Directions  as  to  inclosed  dispatch,  632. 

March  16,  1820. — Intended  presents  from  Lady  Holland  and  others, 
632. 

April  12,  1820. — Approving  extension  of  Napoleon's  limits;  recom- 
mending vigilance  on  account  of  events  in  Europe,  633. 

Nov.  30.  1820. — Instructions  respecting  the  Commissioners,  with  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  de  Montchenu,  636. 

Feb.  16,  1821. — Health  and  habits  of  Napoleon  ;  instructions  concern- 
ing the  offer  of  medical  aid,  637. 

Feb.  17,  1821. — Instructions  regarding  the  preceding  dispatch,  639. 

July  10,  1821.— General  approval  of  his  government,  643. 

Speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  reply  to  Lord  Holland's  motion  on 
the  treatment  of  Bonaparte,  March  18,  1817,  377. 

Baxter,  Mr. — 

7^0  Sir  Hudson  Lowe —  ,       ,  ,      .oo 

Oct  29,1817. — Report  on  Napoleon  s  health.  482. 
Nov.  27,  1817. — Conversation  with  Count  Bertrand  respecting  Napo- 
leon's'health,  496. 
Beaggini,  Messrs.— 

To  FiliTypo  Radovitch —  r -kt       i        ,  Ar^^ 

Jan   29,  1817.— Intrusting  to  hira  a  bust  of  Napoleon's  son,  431. 

Bertrand,  Count — 

To  Sir  George  Cockbum—  .       .,  u     i    .-  r  at 

Nov  5  1815. — Detailmg  occurrences  after  the  embarkation  ot  Napo- 
leon'on  board  the  Bellerophon,  262. 
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Bertrand,  Count — continued. 
To  Sir  George.  Cochburn — 
March  ]3,  1816. — On  the   subject  of  sending  a  sealed  letter  to  the 

Prince  Regent,  268. 
March  20,  1816. — On  the  Admiral's  refusal  to  forward  sealed  corre- 
spondence, 269. 
To  Captain  Lmnb — 

June  16,  1817. — Napoleon's  thanks  for  bringing  the  bust  of  his  son,  434. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Loivc — 
April  21,  181G. — On  his  situation  at  St.  Helena,  and  his  desire  for  a 

temporary  absence,  276. 
April  22,  1816. — Reply  to  a  letter  on  the  same  subject,  277. 
May  12,  1816. — Receipt  of  invitation  to  Napoleon  to  dine  with  the 

Countess  of  Loudon,  278. 
June  14,  1816. — On  the  offer  of  fowling-pieces  and  articles  for  the 

toilet.  278. 
July  2,  1816. — Madame  Bertrand's  note  to  the  Marquis  do  Montchenu, 

and  correspondence  generally  within  the  island,  279. 
Nov.  30,  1816- — List  of  certain  of  Las  Cases'  papers,  and  requesting 

they  may  be  sent  to  Longwood,  316. 
Dec.  26,  1816. — Remonstrating  against  sending  Las  Cases  to  the  Cape 
instead  of  to  England,  and  intimating  Napoleon's  desire  to  see  him 
before  his  departure,  364. 
Dec.  29,  1816. — Referring  to  the  regulations  of  the  9th  of  October,  and 
reiterating  the  demand  that  Las  Cases  may  be  allowed  to  take  leave 
of  Napoleon,  366. 
July  2,  1817. — Notifying  Napoleon's  willingness  to  receive  Sir  Ful- 

teney  Malcolm  and  Admiral  Plampin,  426. 
July  10,  1817. — Acknowledging  receipt  of  Mr.  Elphinstone's  present, 

and  complaining  of  the  Governor's  note  accompanying  it,  428. 
Sept.  30,  1817. — Napoleon's  health  ;   complaints  of  the  restrictions, 

456. 
Oct.  27,  1817. — Referring  to  his  letter  of  Sept.  30;  desiring  a  recur- 
rence to  the  state  of  things  in  existence  before  the  Governor's  ar- 
rival, 479 
April  13,  1818. — Remonstrance  against  the  removal  of  O'Meara,  549. 
April  24,  1818. — Remonstrance  on  depriving  Mr.  Balcombe  of  thepur- 

veyorship,  and  on  the  removal  of  O'Meara,  550. 
July  20,  1818. — Complaining  of  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Lyster  as 

orderly  officer  ;  and  other  grievances,  558. 
July  24,  1818. — Sending  the  challenge  of  Colonel  Lyster,  and  offering 
to  give  satisfaction  to  the  Governor,  565. 
To  Br.  O'Meara— 
May  9,  1818. — Desiring  him  to  resume  attendance   upon  Bonaparte 
under  certain  conditions,  552. 
7'o  Filippo  Radovitch — 
Sendmg  payment  for  the  bust  of  Napoleon's  son,  440. 

Bingham,  Sir  George — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 

Oct.  29,  1817. — Sir  George  Cockburn's  practice  with  regard  to  corre- 
spondence, 480. 

Oct.  29,  1817. — Placing  of  picquets  round  Longwood  by  Sir  George 
Cockburn,  481. 

Oct.  29,  1617. — Sir  George  Cockburn's  mode  of  guarding  Longwood 
House  after  sunset,  481. 

Dec.  30,  1817. — On  the  subject  of  Napoleon's  limits,  517. 

March  11,  1819. — Report  of  the  negotiating  at  Rome  of  bills  from  St. 
Helena,  620. 
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Blucher,  Field-Marshal— 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 
Forwarding  Russian  Order  of  St.  George,  255. 
Bonaparte,  Napoleon — 

To  Count  de  Las  Cases — 
Dec.  11,  1816. — His  fare-well  on  Las  Cases' departure,  and  reflections 
on  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  318. 

To  General  Govrgaud — 
Feb.  12,  1818. — Expressing  regret  at  his  departure,  546. 
"  Notes  approuvees  par  Napoleon"  on  Lord  Bathurst's  letter  of  Jan.  1, 

1818,  521. 
Observations  on  Lord  Bathurst's  speech  in  reply  to  Lord  Holland's 

motion  of  Marcli  18,  1817,  390. 
Remarks  on  Alterations  in  Regulations — see  Regulations. 
BuNBURY,  Lieut. -Colonel — 
7'o  Lieut. 'Colonel  Lowa — 
Oct.  25,  1808. — Congratulating  him  on  his  defense  of  Capri,  241. 

Campbell,  Major-General — 
To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe — 
Oct.  25,  1808. — Congratulating  him  on  his  defense  of  Capri,  240. 

Cases,  Count  de  Las — 
To  Count  Bertrand — 
Dec.  20,  1816. — Referring  himself  to  Napoleon's  wishes  as  to  his  re- 
turn to  Longwood,  359. 
Dec.  25,  1816. — Concerning  the  Governor's  permission  for  his  return 
to  Longwood,  and  his  farewell  on  quitting  St.  Helena,  364. 
To  Prince  Lucien  Bonaparte — 
Aug.  1,  1816. — Detailing  events  since  Napoleon's  departure  from  Mal- 

maison,  298. 
Oct.  1,  1816. — In  continuation  of  the  above,  306. 
To  Lady  Clavering — 
Nov.  10,  1816. — Complaining  of  his  situation,  and  requesting  news, 
309. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 
Dec.  4,  1816. — Demanding  to  be  removed  from  St.  Helena,  316. 
Dec.  6,  1816. — Complaining  of  the  ill  health  of  himself  and  his  son, 

and  begging  to  be  sent  to  England,  317. 
Dec.  19,  1816. — Detail  of  occurrences  at  St.  Helena,  recapitulation  of 
grievances,  reproaches  addressed  to  the  Governor,  and  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe's  notes  in  reply,  327. 
Dec.  22,  1816. — Commenting  on  the  Governor's  offer  to  permit  him  to 
return  to  Longwood,  but  declines  to  avail  himself  of  it ;  his  Journal ; 
declares  his  determination  to  have  recourse  to  the  law  ;  renews  his 
application  to  be  removed  from  St.  Helena,  360. 

Cathcakt,  Lord —  ^ 

To  Sir  Hudsoii  Lowe — 
May  18,  1814. — Expressing  the  satisfaction  of  the  Emperor  Alexander   ■ 
with  his  services,  254. 
Church,  Captain — 

To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe— 
Oct.  5,  1808. — Action  with  the  French  at  Ana  Capri,  and  retreat  to 
Cap'ri,  227. 
Convention  of  August  2,  1815,  259. 
Pe'-i.aration  of  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  March  13,  1815,  256. 
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FiNLAISON,  Mr. — 

To  tke  Editor  of  the  "  Morning  Chronicle'''' — 
March  3,  1823. — Explanation    concerning    his    correspondence   with 
O'Meara,  646. 
Gneisenau,  Count  de — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 
Nov.  23,  1814. — Proposed  cession  of  Gennanic  States;  eulogium  on 

the  Duke  of  "Wellington.  255. 
Oct.  17,  1817. — The  importance  of  his  trust;  the  "  Manuscrit  de  Ste. 
Heldne  ;"  the  state  of  France  ;  the  writer's  pursuits,  472. 

GoRREQUER,  Major — 
To  Mr.  Ibbetson — 
Aug  29,  1820. — Complaints  respecting  supplies  at  Longwood,  634. 
Minutes  of  an  interview  between  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  Count  Las 
Cases  (Dec.  4,  1816),  311. 

GouLBURN,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry — 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 

AMg.  26,  1817. — Concerning  a  letter  of  Count  Bertrand  to  Madame 
Ludekerke,  and  the  purchase  of  certain  political  publications,  446. 

Jan.  23,  1818. — Informing  him  of  Lord  Bathurst's  cognizance  of  C- 
Meara's  correspondence  with  Mr.  Finlaison,  539. 

April  30,  1818. — Concerning  Napoleon's  wardrobe,  551. 

May  23.  1818. — Explanation  concerning  restrictions,  555. 

Oct.  31,  1818. — Insisting  on  the  necessity  of  Bonaparte's  being  seen 
daily  by  the  orderly  officer,  615. 

Nov.  28,  1818. — Stating  the  loss  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Bathurst  re- 
commending the  removal  of  O'Meara  and  of  the  Governor's  reply, 
and  requesting  copies,  618. 

May  31,  1820. — Instructions  in  anticipation  of  accident  from  Bona- 
parte's practice  of  shooting,  634. 

GouRGAUD,  General — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Xiowe — 
Feb.  8,  1818. — Requesting  to  be  sent  to  Europe,  and  meanwhile  to  be 
removed  from  Longwood,  545. 
To  Count  Moniholon — 
Feb.  4,  1818.— Challenging  him  to  fight  a  duel,  544. 
Feb.  4,  1818. — Reply  to  his  refusal,  and  renewing  the  challenge,  545. 
To  the  Emperor  Napoleon — 
Feb.  11,  1818.— Farewell  on  leaving  St.  Helena,  546. 

Hardinge,  Sir  Henry — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 
April  22,  1815. — Requesting  a  continuance  of  advices  ;  operations  of 
the  campaign,  258. 
Haviside,  Captain — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 

Jan.  21,  1823. — Contradicting  a  passage  in  O'Meara's  "Napoleon  in 
Exile,"  645. 

Holland,  Lord — 

Speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  introducing  his  motion  on  the  treatment 
of  Bonaparte  (March  18,  1817),  371. 

Lamb,  Captain — 

Deposition  before  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  touching  the  bust  of  Napoleon's 
son,  439. 
Longwood,  Return  of  the  establishment  at  (April,  1817),  418. 
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Lowe,  Sir  Hudson — 
To  Earl  Bathurst— 

May  13,  1817.— Interview  of  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  with  Napoleon ; 
reasons  for  not  profiting  by  the  Admiral's  intermediation,  420. 

July  2,  1817. — Lord  Amhei-st's  interview  with  Napoleon,  426. 

July  27,  1817. — Dissatisfaction  with  O'Meara  ;  relations  with  the  Com- 
missioners ;  conduct  of  the  French  officers,  430. 

June  8,  1817.— Arrival  of  a  bust  of  Napoleon's  son,  433. 

June  19,  1817. — Proceedings  with  regard  to  the  bust,  430. 

July  3,  1817. — Further  proceedings  in  the  same  matter,  440. 

Sept.  17,  1817,— Complaints  of  the  supply  of  fuel  at  Longwood;  Count 
Montholon's  unceasing  demands  ;  difficulty  of  satisfying  the  exiles  ; 
good  conduct  of  Cipriani,  452. 

Dec.  30,  1817. — Observations  on  Count  Bertrand's  letter  of  complaints 
of  Sept.  30,  460. 

Oct.  30,  1817. — Detailing  a  correspondence  with  Count  Bertrand  on 
the  regulations,  and  the  offers  of  concessions  to  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  Napoleon,  484. 

Oct.  31,  1817. — On  the  subject  of  bulletins  of  Napoleon's  health,  490. 

Oct.  31,  1817. — The  packet  addressed  to  Lord  Liverpool ;  intercourse 
of  the  exiles  with  the  inhabitants  ;  the  "  etat  de  choses"  in  the  time 
of  Sir  George  Cockbuin,  492. 

Dec.  18,  1817. — Sending  reports  on  Napoleon's  health ;  O'Meara's 
pledge  to  Napoleon  ;  the  Commissioners,  497. 

Dec.  26,  1817. — In  continuance  of  his  letter  of  Oct.  30,  and  referring 
to  Mr.  Baxter's  conversation  with  Count  Bertrand  respecting  bulle- 
tins, 514. 

Jan.  20,  1818. — Dissatisfaction  with  O'Meara,  and  review  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, 532. 

Jan.  25,  1818. — Napoleon's  interdict  regarding  bulletins  ;  O'Meara's 
altered  conduct  with  respect  to  giving  information,  and  his  pledge 
to  Napoleon;  his  letter  to  the  Governor,  and  Sir  Thomas  Reade's 
reply,  540. 

July  27,  1818. — Appointment  of  Colonel  Lyster  as  orderly  officer  at 
Longwood.  his  quarrel  with  Count  Bertrand,  and  removal,  560. 

July  30,  1818.— On  the  subject  of  O'Meara's  removal,  563. 

Sept.  29,  1818. — Sending  report  of  plots  for  eluding  the  regulations  ; 
O'Meara's  insolent  conduct  encouraged  by  Napoleon;  conduct  of  Mr. 
Balcombe ;  assistance  rendered  the  Governor  by  Admiral  Plampin, 
568. 

Oct.  12,  1818. — Conversations  with  Count  Montholon  on  the  .subject 
of  Napoleon's  seclusion  and  the  necessity  of  his  admitting  the  or- 
derly officer  or  a  medical  attendant ;  evil  influence  of  Bertrand  as- 
sisted by  O'Meara,  572. 

Oct.  25,  1818. — Continuance  of  the  interviews  with  Montholon  ;  Ber- 
trand's visit  to  Lieut.  Reardon  ;  choice  of  medical  attendant,  577. 

Oct.  28,  1818. — Sending  plan  of  new  residence  for  Napoleon  and  list 
of  articles  required;  sale  of  building  materials,  580. 

April  3,  1819. — ^r.  Rickelts'  interview  with  Napoleon,  620. 

April  11,  1821. — Information  concerning  Bonaparte's  fatal  illness, 
640. 

May  6,  1821. — Napoleon's  death,  and  post  mortem  examination,  641. 

To  Count  Bertrand — 
Dec.  23,  1816. — Announcing  Las  Cases'  decision  to  leave  St.  Helena, 

363. 
Dec.  29,  1816. — Informing  him  of  Las  Cases' approaching  embarkation, 

and  concerning  some  of  his  papers,  365. 
Jan.  28,  1817. — Concerning  a  passage  in  a  letter  to  Mons.  H.  Bertrand, 

367. 
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Lowe,  Sir  Hudson — continued. 
To  Count  Bertrand — 
July  2,  1817. — Announcing  Admiral  Plampin's  desire  to  be  presented 

to  Bonaparte,  426. 
July  10,  1817. — Forwarding  Mr.  Elphinstone's  present,  428. 
July  25,  1817. — Transmitting,  separately,  a  newspaper  containing  an 

announcement  of  Bertrand's  condemnation  for  high  treason,  430. 
Tune  16.  1817, — Mode  of  conveyance  to  St.  Helena  of  the  bust  of  Na- 
poleon's son,  434. 
July  26,  1817. — Remarks  on  his  letter  to  Radovitch,  441. 
Oct.  6,  1817. — Offer  of  Medical  assistance  to  Napoleon,  468. 
Oct.  21,  1817. — On  Napoleon's  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool,  474. 
Oct.  26,  1817. — Offer  of  a  summer  residence  to  Bonaparte,  and  exten- 
sion of  limits,  47G. 
Oct  26,  1817. — Transmitting  copy  of  the  regulations  in  force  ;  com- 
plaining of  the  use  of  the  imperial  title,  477. 
Oct.  29,  1817. — Sending  extract  from  instructions  concerning  corre- 
spondence in  the  island,  479. 
To  Colonel  Bunhury — 

March  26,  1814.— Battle  of  Montmirail,  247. 
To  Sir  Henry  Bunbury — 

Jan.  13.  1816. — Measures  for  the  safe  custody  of  Napoleon,  266 
General  statement  of  his  services,  648. 
To  Mr.  Goulburn — 

Dec.  18,  1819.— Distribution  of  stores,  630. 
To  the  Marquis  de  Montgrand — 
Sept.  17,  1817. — Thanks  for  a  testimonial  from  the  Municipal  Council 
of  Marseilles,  451. 
To  Count  Montholon — 
Sept.  11,  1816. — Directions  for  the  correspondence  with  him  of  the 

French  officers,  285. 
Sept  12.  1816. — Answer  to  an  accusation  of  detaining  letters,  286. 
July  12,  1818. — Offering  medical  aid  to  Napoleon,  557. 
Notes  on  Napoleon's  Observations  on  Lord  Bathurst's  speech  of  March 

18,  1817,  393. 
Notes  in  refutation  of  the  charges  contained  in  O'Meara's  letter  to  the 

Admiralty  of  Oct.  28,  1818,  581. 
To  Major-General  Oahes — 
July  18,  1809. — Departure  of  Colonel  Bunbury  from  the  army ;  his 
Capri  reports,  241. 
Observations  in  reply  to  Napoleon's  Remarks,  &c. — see  Regulations. 
Observations  on  Mr.  Balcombe's  report  of  an  interview  with  Napoleon 

(Sept.  26,  1817),  393. 
Observations  on  the  "  Notes  approuvees  par  Napoleon,"  521. 
Observations  on  Montholon's  propositions  concerning  the  reception  by 

Napoleon  of  medical  assistance  (April  10,  1819),  622. 
Observations  on  Count  Montholon's  letter  of  complaints  of  April  8, 1819, 

626. 
To  Sir  Charles  Stewart — 

Feb.  17,  1814.— March  upon  Paris,  1814,  243. 
To  Sir  John  Stuart — 
Oct.  6,  1808.— Defense  of  Capri,  and  loss  of  Ana  Capri,  223. 
Oct.  18,  1808.— Surrender  of  the  island  of  Capri,  230. 
Nov.  30,  1808. — Causes  of  the  loss  of  Ana  Capri,  and  arrangements 
for  its  defense,  236. 
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LuMLEY,  Brigadier-General— 
To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe — 
Oct.  28,  1808. — Inclosing  Brigade  order  on  the  defense  and  surrender 
of  Capri,  239. 
MoNTHOLON,  Count  de— 

To  Sir  George  Cockbum — 
Dec.  21,  1815. — Remonstrance  on  the  subject  of  the  Regulations  con- 
cerning Napoleon  and  his  suite,  263. 
To  General  Gourgaiid — 

Feb.  4,  1814.— Refusing  to  fight  a  duel  with  him,  545. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 
July  8,  1816. — Reply  concerning  repairs  at  Longwood,  and  complaints 

of  the  situation,  280. 
Aug.  28,  1816. — Remonstrance  on  the   subject  of  Count  Bertrand's 

passes,  282. 
Sept.  9,  1816. — Accusing  him  of  detaining  letters,  and  complaining 

generally  of  the  regulations,  283. 
Sept.  11,  1816.— Returning  two  letters,  286. 

July  26,  1818. — Napoleon's  refusal  to  receive  medical  advice,  565. 
July  26,  1818.— The  same  subject,  566. 

April  1,  1819. — Propositions  specifying  the  terms  upon  which  Napo- 
leon was  disposed  to  receive  medical  assistance  ;  with  the  Govern- 
or's observations  thereon,  622. 
April  8,  1819. — Complaining  generally  of  the  Governor's  conduct,  624. 
May  5,  1821. — Announcing  the  death  of  Napoleon,  641. 
Oakes,  Major-General — 

To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe — 
Aug.  29,  1809. — Hemonstrating  against  his  intention  of  quitting  the 
army,  and  referring  favorably  to  his  defense  of  Capri,  242. 
O'Meara,  Barry  Edward — 
To  Mr.  Croher— 
Oct.  28,  1818. — Charges  against  Sir  Hudson  Lowe ;  with  Notes  by  Sir 
Hudson  in  refutation,  581. 
To  Major  Gorrequer — 
July  10,  1818. — Medical  treatment  of  Napoleon;  application  to  Mr. 
Stokoe  for  his  opinion,  556. 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lotve — 
Dec.  16,  1816.— Conversation  with  Napoleon,  321. 
June  30,  1817. — Napoleon's  remarks  on  Murat  and  on  Maceroni,  423. 
July  2,  1817. — Napoleon's  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  bust  of  his 

son,  437. 
Oct.  8,  1817. — Report  on  Napoleon's  health,  and  his  refusal  to  take 

exercise,  469. 
Oct.  15,  1 817. — Napoleon's  wishes  regardingbulletins  of  his  health,  470. 
Oct.  29,  1817.— The  same  subject,  480. 

Dec.  23,  1817. — Detailing  his  engagement  toattendonNapoIeon;  ques- 
tion of  bulletins  ;  complaints  of  the  Governor's  conduct,  498. 
To  Sir  Thomas  Reade — 
June  20,  1817.— Conversation  with  Napoleon  concerning  the  bust  of 
his  son,  434. 
Opinion  of  the  Solicitor-General  and  Mr.  Tindal  as  to  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  with  reference  to  O'Meara's  book,  **Na- 
poleon  in  Exile,  or  a  Voice  from  St.  Helena,"  644. 
Reade,  Sir  Thomas — 

To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe —  ,       ,      ,     , 

Feb  20,  1819. — Statement  by  the  town-major  that  he  had  seen  in  Mr. 
Balcombe's  possession  a  bill  for  £4000  signed  "  Napoleon,"  619. 
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Reade,  Sir  Thomas — continued. 
To  Mr.  O'Meara— 
Jan.  19,  1818.— Remarks  on  his  letter  of  Dec.  23,  1817,  501. 
April  10,  1818. — Conveying  to  him  the  Governor's  order  not  to  quit 
Longwood,  except  in  specified  cases  (published  by  O'Meara  insteaxl 
of  the  preceding  letter),  514. 
Regulations,  heads  of  some  proposed  Alterations  in  (Oct.  9,  1816),  with 
Remarks  approved  by  Napoleon,  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  Observa- 
tions in  reply,  288. 
Retherwick,  or  Radovitch,  Filippo — 
To  Sir  Hudson  Lowe — 
June  23,  1817. — Concerning  his  bringing  out  a  bust  of  Napoleon's  son, 
and  asking  permission  to  land,  435. 
Examined  concerning  his  alleged  loss  (July  19,  1817),  438. 
Return  of  the  establishment  at  Longwood  (April,  1817),  418. 
Robinson,  Mr. — 

Communication  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  respecting  Napoleon's  intimacy 
with  his  family,  496. 
Stewart,  Sir  Charles  (Marquis  of  Londonderry) — 
To  Colonel  Lowe — 
Feb.  13,  1814. — Thanking  him  for  reports  ;  movements  of  the  troops 
in  France,  246. 
To  ]\faj  or -General  Lowe — 
April  14,  1814. — Transmitting  letter  from  Colonel  Thiele  with  the 
Prussian  Order  of  Merit,  253. 
Stokoe,  Mr. — 

To  Admiral  Plampin — 
July  13,  1818. — Stating  his  unwillingness  to  visit  Napoleon  alone,  558. 
Stuart,  Sir  John — 

To  Lieut. -Colonel  Lowe — 
Oct.  31,  1808. — Expressing  satisfaction  with  the  defense  of  Capri,  238. 
Oct.  31,  1808. — Requesting  an  abstract  of  events  at  Capri,  239. 
Sturmer,  Baron — 

To  Prince  Metternich — 
Reporting  his  conversation  with  General  Gourgaud  concerning  Napo- 
leon, 547. 
Thiele,  Colonel  Von — 

To  Sir  Charles  Stewart — 
April  11,  1814. — Transmitting  Prussian  Order  of  Merit  for  General 
Lowe,  254. 
Warrant  for  the  detention  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  (April  12,  1616),  275. 
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Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine. 

The  Magazine  will  contain  all  the  continuous  Tales  of  Dickens, 
Bulvver,  Groly,  Lever,  Warren,  and  other  distinguished  contrib- 
utors to  British  periodicals  :  Critical  Notices  of  the  Publica- 
tions of  the  day  :  Speeches  and  Addresses  of  distinguished  Men 
upon  Topics  of  universal  Interest :  articles  from  Punch  and  other 
well  known  humorous  publications,  and  some  of  the  master-pieces 
of  classical  English  literature,  illustrated  in  a  style  of  unequaled 
elegance  and  beauty  ;  notices  of  Events,  in  Science,  Literature, 
and  Art,  in  which  the  people  at  large  have  an  interest,  &c.,  &c. 
Special'regard  will  be  had  to  such  Articles  as  relate  to  the  Econ- 
omy of  Social  Life,  or  tend  to  promote  in  any  way  the  well-being 
of  those  who  are  engaged  in  any  department  of  Productive  AgI- 
ivity.  A  carefully  prepared  Fashion  Plate  and  other  Pictorial  Il- 
lustrations will  acssmpany  each  Number.  Every  Number  of  the 
Magazine  will  contain  144  octavo  pages,  in  double  columns.  The 
velumes  of  a  single  Year,  therefore,  will  present  nearly  2000 
Pages  of  the  choicest  of  the  Miscellaneous  Literature  of  the  Age. 
Terms.— $3  00  a  year,  or  25  cents  a  Number.  Bound  volumes, 
comprising  the  Numbers  for  Six  Months,  Muslin,  $2  00. 

Strickland's   (Miss)   Lives  of  the  Queens   of 

Scotland,  and  English  Princesses  connected  with  the  Regal  Suc- 
cession of  Great  Britain.     6  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  $1  00  per  Vol. 

Mayhew's  Treatise  on  Popular  Education : 

For  the  Use  of  Parents  and  Teachers,  and  for  Young  Persons  of 
both  Sexes.  Prepared  and  Published  in  accordance  with  a  Res- 
olution of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Michigan.     12mo,  Muslin,  $1  00. 

Hildreth's  History  of  the  United  States, 

From  the  first  Settlement  of  the  Country  to  the  Organization  of 
Government  under  the  Federal  Constitution.  3  vols.  8vo.  Mus- 
lin, $6  00  ;  Sheep,  $6  75  ;  half  Calf,  .^7  50. 

Hildreth's  History  of  the  United  States,  contin- 

ued  :  from  the  Adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  to  the  End 
of  the  Sixteenth  Coneress.  3  vols.  8vo,  Muslin,  $6  00  ;  Sheep. 
$6  75  ;  I'.alf  Calf,  $7  50. 
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Looiiiis's  Recent  Progress  of  Astronomy, 

Especially  in  the  United  States.     12mo,  Muslin,  SI  00. 

Cheever's  (Rev.  H.  T.)  Island  World  of  the  Pa. 

cific :  being  the  Personal  Nairative  and  Results  of  Travel  through 
the  Sandwich  or  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  other  Parts  of  Polynesia. 
With  Engravings.     12mo,  Mushn,  SI  00. 

Lossing's  Pictorial  Field-Book  of  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  or.  Illustrations,  by  Pen  and  Pencil,  of  the  History,  Scen- 
ery, Biography,  Relics,  and  Traditions  of  the  War  for  Independ- 
ence, limbellished  v/ith  600  Engravings  on  Wood,  chiefly  from 
Original  Sketches  by  the  Author.  In  about  20  Numbers,  8vo, 
Paper,  25  cents  each. 

Abbott's  Illustrated  Histories  : 

Comprising,  Xerxes  the  Great,  Cyrus  the  Great,  Alexander  the 
Great,  Darius  the  Gr-eat,  Hannibal  the  Carthaginian,  Julius  Cae- 
sar, Cleopatra  Queen  of  Egypt,  Constantine,  Nero.  Romulus,  Al- 
fred ihe  Great,  William  the  Conqueror,  Queen  Elizabeth,  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  Charles  the  First,  Charles  the  Second,  Queo! 
Anne,  King  John,  Richard  the  First,  William  and  Mary,  Marn 
Antoinette,  Madame  Roland,  Josephine.  Illuminated  Title-page =, 
and  numerous  Engravings.  16mo,  Muslin,  60  cents  each  ;  Muj- 
lin,  gilt  edges,  75  cents  each 

Abbott's  Kings  and  Queens  ; 

Or,  Life  in  the  Palace  :  consisting  of  Historical  Sketches  of  Jo- 
sephine and  Maria  Louisa,  Louis  Philippe,  Ferdinand  of  Austria, 
Nicholas,  Isabella  II.,  Leopold,  and  Victoria.  With  numerous  II 
lustrations.     12mo,  Muslin,  jjl  00;  Muslin,  gilt  edges,  $1  25. 

Abbott's  Summer  in  Scotland. 

Engravings.     12mo,  Muslin,  $1  GO. 

Southey's  Life  and  Correspondence. 

Edited  by  his  Son,  Rev.  Ch.^rles  Cuthbekt  Southey,  M.A.  In 
6  Parts,  8vo,  Paper,  25  cents  each  ;  one  Volume,  Muslin,  $2  00. 

Hewitt's  Country  Year-Book ; 

Or,  the  Field,  the  Forest,  and  the  Fireside.  12mo,  Muslin,  87i 
cents. 

Fowler's  Treatise  on  the  English  Language 

In  its  Elements  and  Forms.  With  a  History  of  its  Origin  and 
Development,  and  a  full  Grammar.  Designed  for  Use  in  Col- 
leges and  Schools.     8vo,  Muslin,  $1  50  ;  Sheep,  $1  75. 

i^(;ymom''s  Sketches  of  Minnesota, 

The  New  England  w  the  West.  With  Incidents  of  Travel  in 
that  Territory  during  the  Summer  of  1849.  With  a  Map.  12mo, 
Paper,  50  cents  ;  Muslin,  75  cents. 

Dr.  Johnson's  Religious  Life  and  Death. 

i2mo.  Muslin,  $1  00, 
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Cumming's  Five  Years  of  a  Hunter's  Life 

In  the  Far  Interior  of  South  Africa.  With  Notices  of  the  Na 
tive  Tribes,  and  Anecdotes  of  the  Chase  of  the  Lion,  Elephant, 
Hippopotamus,  Giraffe,  Rhinoceros,  &o.  Illustrated  by  numerous 
Engravings.     2  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  $1  75. 

Thornton's  Oregon  and  California  in  1848  : 

With  an  Appendix,  including  recent  and  authentic  Information 
on  the  Subject  of  the  Gold  Jlines  of  California,  and  other  valu- 
able Matter  of  Interest  to  the  Emigrant,  &c.  With  Illustrations, 
and  a  Map.     2  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  SI  75. 

Southey's  Common-place  Book. 

Edited  by  his  Son-in-Law,  John  Wood  Warter,  B.D.  8vo,  Pa- 
per, $1  00  per  Volume  ;  Muslin,  5B1  25  per  Volume. 

Gibbon's  History  of  Rome, 

With  Notes,  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Milman  and  M.  Guizot.  Maps  and 
Engravings.  4  vols.  8vo,  Sheep  extra,  $5  00. — A  new  Cheap 
edition,  with  Notes  by  Rev.  H.  11.  Milm.in.  To  which  is  added 
a  complete  Index  of  the  whole  Work  and  a  Portrait  of  the  Au- 
thor. 6  vols.  12mo  (uniform  with  Hume),  Cloth,  $2  40  ;  Sheep, 
.    «3  00. 

Hume's  History  of  England, 

From  the  Invasion  of  Juhus  Cssar  to  the  Abdication  of  James 
II.,  1688.  A  new  Edition,  with  the  Author's  last  Corrections 
and  Improvements.  To  which  is  prefixed  a  Short  Account  ol 
his  Life,  written  by  Himself  With  a  Portrait  of  the  Author,  fi 
vols.  12mo,  Cloth,  $2  40  ;  Sheep,  S3  00. 

Macaulay's  History  of  England, 

From  the  Accession  of  James  11.  With  an  original  Portrait  o. 
the  Author.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  Library  Edition,  8vo,  Muslin,  75 
cents  per  Volume  ;  Sheep  extra,  87J  cents  per  Volume  ;  Call 
backs  and  corners,  $1  00  per  Volume. — Cheap  Edition,  8vo,  Pa- 
per, 25  cents  per  Volume. — 12mo  (uniform  with  Hume),  Cloth, 
40  cents  per  Volume. 

Leigh  Hunt's  Autobiography, 

With  Reminiscences  of  Friends  and  Contemporaries.  2  vols 
12mo,  Muslin,  $1  50. 

Life  and  Letters  of  Thomas  Campbell. 

Edited  by  Willusi  Beattie,  M.D.,  one  of  his  Executors.  With 
an  Introductory  Letter  by  Washington  Irving,  Esq.  Portrait 
2  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  $2  50. 

Dyer's  Life  of  John  Calvin. 

Compiled  from  authentic  Sources,  and  particularly  from  his  Coi 
respondence.     Portrait.     12mo,  Muslin,  $1  00. 

Moore's  Health,  Disease,  and  Remedy, 

Familiarly  and  practically  considered,  in  a  few  of  their  Relations 
to  the  Blood.     18mo,  Muslin,  60  cents. 
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Humboldt's  Cosmos : 

A  Sketch  of  a  Physical  Description  of  the  Univeise.  Trans- 
lated from  the  German,  by  E.  C.  Otte.  2  vols.  I2mo,  Paper, 
SI  50  ;  Muslin,  SI  70. 

Dr.  Lardner's  Railway  Economy  : 

A  Treatise  on  the  New  Art  of  Transport,  its  Management,  Pros- 
pects, and  Relations,  Commercial,  Financial,  and  Social ;  with 
an  Exposition  of  the  Practical  Results  of  the  Railways  in  Op- 
eration in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  Amer- 
ica.    12mo,  Paper,  75  cents;  Muslin,  SI  00. 

Urquhart's  Pillars  of  Hercules  ; 

Or,  a  Narrative  of  Travels  in  Spain  and  Morocco  in  1848.  2  vols 
12mo,  Paper,  SI  40;  Muslin,  $1  70. 

Sidney  Smith's  Moral  Philosophy. 

An  Elementary  Treatise  on  Moral  Philosophy,  delivered  at  the 
Royal  Institution  in  the  Years  1804,  1805,  and  1806.  12mo  Mus- 
lin, $1  00. 

Tefft's  (Eev.  B.  F.)  The  Shoulder-Knot ; 

Or,  Sketches  of  the  Three-fold  Life  of  Man.  12mo,  Paper,  60 
cents.  Muslin,  75  cents. 

Bishop  Hopkins's  History  of  the  Confessional. 

12mo,  Muslin,  $1  00. 

Greeley's  Hints  toward  Reforms. 

In  Lectures,  Addresses,  and  other  Writings.  12mo,  MusUn, 
Si  00. 

Chalmers's  Life  and  Writings. 

Edited  by  his  Son-in-Law,  Rev.  William  Hanna,  LL.D.  3  vols. 
12mo,  Paper,  75  cents  ;  Muslin,  Si  00  per  Volume. 

Chalmers's  Posthumous  Works. 

Edited  by  the  Rev.  William  Hanna,  LL.D.  Complete  in  Nine 
Volumes,  comprising, 

Daily  Sckiptuhe  Readings.     3  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  S3  00. 
Sabbath  Soriptdee  Readings.      2  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  f2  GO. 

Sermons,  from  1798  to  1847.     12mo,  Muslin,  SI  00. 

Institutes  of  Theoloqv.     2  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  S2  00. 

Prelections  on  Butler's  Analogy,  Paley's  Evidences  of  Chris 
tianity,  and  Hill's  Lectures  in  Divinity.  With  Two  Introductory 
Lectures,  and  Four  A  Idresses  delivered  in  the  New  College, 
Edinburgh.     12mo,  Muslin,  SI  00. 

Rev  H.  T.  Cheever's  The  Whale  and  his  Cap- 

TORS  ;  or,  the  Whaleman's  Adventures  and  the  Whale's  Biog- 
raphy, as  gathered  on  the  Homeward  Cruise  of  the  "  Commo 
dore  Preble."     With  Engravings.     18mo,  Muslin,  60  cents. 

James's  Dark  Scenes  of  History. 

12mo,  Muslin,  SI  00  ;  Paper,  75  cents. 
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Carlyle's  Latter-Day  Pamphlets. 

Comprising,  1.  The  Present  Tinne  ;  2.  Model  Prisons ;  3.  Down- 
ing Street ;  4.  The  New  Downing  Street ;  5.  Stump  Orator  ;  6, 
Parliaments;  7.  Hudson's  Statue;  8,  Jesuit'sm.  l2mo,  Muslin, 
50  cents. 

Noel's  Essay  on  the  Union  of  Church  and  State. 

12mo,  Muslin,  $1  25. 

JMoel's  Essay  on  Christian  Baptism. 

18mo,  Muslin,  60  cents. 

Major  Ripley's  War  with  Mexico. 

With  Maps,  Plans  of  Battles,  &c.  2  vols.  8vo,  Muslin  $4  00 , 
Sheep,  $4  50. 

Warhurton's  Conquest  of  Canada. 

2  vols.  12mo,  Paper,  $1  40  ;  Muslin,  SI  70. 

Ruxton's  Life  in  the  Far  West. 

12mo,  Muslin,  60  cents  ;  Paper,  37|  cents. 

Corkran's  History  of  the  National  Constituent 

ASSEMBLY,  from  May,  1848.  12rno,  Muslin,  90  cents  ;  Pa- 
per, 75  cents. 

Rev.  Charles  Beecher's  The  Incarnation ; 

Or,  Pictures  of  the  Virgin  and  her  Son.  With  an  Introductory 
Essay,  by  Mrs.  Harriet  Bebcher  Stowe.  12mo,  Muslin,  50 
cents. 

A  History  of  Wonderful  Inventions. 

With  Illustrations.  12mo,  Muslin,  75  cents;  Muslin,  gilt  edges, 
$1  00 

Ticknor's  History  of  Spanish  Literature. 

With  Criticisms  on  the  particular  Works  and  Biographical  No 
tices  of  prominent  Writers.  3  vols.  8vo,  Muslin,  S6  00  ;  Sheep 
extra,  $6  75;  half  Calf  extra,  $7  50. 

Benjamin  Franklin's  Autobiography. 

With  a  Sketch  of  his  Public  Services,  by  Rev.  H.  Hastings 
Weld.  With  numerous  exquisite  Designs,  by  John  G.  Chapman 
8vo,  Muslin,  $2  50  ;  Sheep,  $2  75  ;  half  Calf,  $3  00. 

Dante's  Divine  Comedy :  The  Inferno. 

A  Literal  Prose  Translation,  with  the  Text  of  the  Original,  col 
lated  from  the  best  Editions,  and  Explanatory  Note.s  Be  JoHr 
A.  Carlyle,  M.D.     12mo,  Muslin,  $1  00. 

Wallis's  Glimpses  of  Spain ; 

Or,  Notes  of  an  unfinished  Tour  in  1847.  18mo,  Muslin,  $1  00  ; 
Paper,  75  cents. 

Sir  Charles  Lyell's  Second  Visit  to  the  United 

STATES,     a  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  SI  50  ;  Paper.  SI  20. 
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Rev.  W.  P.  Strickland's  History  of  the  American 

BIBLE  SOCIETY.  From  its  Organization  in  1816  to  the  Pres- 
ent Time.  With  an  Introduction,  by  Rev.  N.  L,  Rice,  and  a 
Portrait  of  Hon.  Elias  Boudinot,  LL.D.,  first  President  of  the  So 
ciety.     8vo,  Sheep,  $1  75  ;  Cloth,  SI  50. 

Seymour's  Mornings  among  the  Jesuits  at  Rome 

Being  Notes  of  Conversations  held  with  certain  Jesnits  on  the 
Subject  of  Religion  in  the  City  of  Rome.  12mo,  Cloth,  75  cents  ; 
Paper,  621  cents. 

Gieseler's  Compendium  of  Ecclesiastical  His- 

TORY.  From  the  fourth  German  Edition,  Revised  and  Amend- 
ed. Translated  by  Sajiuel  D.ividscn,  LL.D.  Vols.  I.  and  II., 
8vo,  Muslin,  S3  00. 

Whately's  Elements  of  Rhetoric ; 

Comprising  an  Analysis  of  the  Laws  of  Moral  Evidence  and  of 
Persuasion.  With  Rules  for  Argumentative  Composition  and  El- 
ocution.    I8mo,  Muslin,  37J  cents. 

Whately's  Elements  of  Logic. 

Comprising  the  Substance  of  the  Article  in  the  Encyclopedia  Met- 
ropolitana.  With  Additions,  &c.  The  only  complete  American 
Edition.     18mo,  Muslin,  37^  cents. 

Upham's  Life  of  Faith  : 

Embracing  some  of  the  Scriptural  Principles  or  Doctrines  of 
Faith,  the  Power  or  Effect  of  Faith  in  the  Regulation  of  Man's 
Inward  Nature,  and  the  Regulation  of  Faith  to  the  Divine  Quid 
ance.     12ino,  Muslin,  $1  00. 

Upham's  Life  of  Madame  Catharine  Adorna. 

Including  some  leading  Facts  and  Traits  in  her  Religious  Experi- 
ence. Together  with  Explanations  and  Remarks,  tending  to  il- 
lustrate the  Doctrine  of  Holiness.  12mo,  Muslin,  gilt  edges,  60 
cents  ;  Muslin,  50  cents. 

Upham's  Principles  of  the  Interior  or  Hidden 

LIFE.  Designed  for  the  Consideration  of  those  who  are  seeking 
Assurance  of  Faith  and  perfect  Love.     12mo,  Muslin,  $1  00. 

Comhe's  (A.)  Treatise  on  the  Physiological  and 

MORAL  MANAGEMENT  OF  INFANCY.  For  the  Use  of  Par- 
ents.    18mo,  Mushn,  37^-  cents. 

Comhe's  (A.)  Moral  Philosophy ; 

Or,  the  Duties  of  Man  considered  in  his  Individual,  Social,  and 
Domestic  Capacities.     18mo,  Muslin,  37J  cents. 

Comhe's  (A.)  Physiology  of  Digestion, 

Considered  with  Relation  to  the  Principles  of  Dietetics.  WitSi 
Illustrations.     18mo,  Mushn,  37i  cents. 

Comhe's  (G.)  System  of  Phrenology. 

With  upward  of  100  Engravings.     12rao.  Muslin,  75  cento. 


baluabk  Stanbarb  pitblications 

ISSUED    BY 

HAHPER  &  BROTHERS,  NEW  TORE. 


Addison's  complete  Works. 

Including  the  Spectator  entire.  With  a  Portrait  3  vols.  Svo, 
Sheep  extra,  $5  50. 

The  Spectator  in  Miniature. 

Selections  from  the  Spectator  ;  embracing  the  most  interesting 
Papers  by  Addison  and  others.     2  vols.  ISrao,  Muslin,  90  cents. 

Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments. 

Or,  the  Thousand  and  One  Nights.  Translated  and  arranged  for 
Family  Reading,  with  explanatory  Notes,  by  E.  W.  Lane,  Esq. 
With  600  Engravings.  2  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  plain  edges,  S3  50 , 
Muslin,  gilt  edges,  $3  75';  Turliey  Morocco,  gilt  edges,  $6  00 

Bacon  and  Locke. 

Essays,  Moral,  Economical,  and  Political.  And  the  Conduct 
of  the  Understanding.     18mo,  Muslin,  45  cents. 

Bucke's  Beauties,  Harmonies,  and  Sublimities 

of  Nature.     18mo,  Muslin,  45  cents. 

Chesterfield's  Works. 

Including  his  Letters  to  his  Son,  complete.  With  a  Memoir 
8vo,  Muslin,  $1  75. 

The  Moral,  Social,  and  Professional  Duties  of 

Attorneys  and  Solicitors.  By  Samuel  Warren,  F.R.S.  18mo, 
Muslin,  75  cents. 

The  Incarnation ; 

Or,  Pictures  of  the  Virgin  and  her  Son.  By  the  Rev.  Charlk* 
Beecher.  With  an  introductory  Essay,  by  Mrs.  Harriet  B. 
Stowe.     I8mo,  Muslin, 

Blackstone's  Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  En- 

gland.  With  the  last  Corrections  of  the  Author,  and  Notes 
from  the  Twenty-first  London  Edition.  With  copious  Notes 
explaining  the  Changes  in  the  Law  effected  by  Decision  or  Stat- 
ute down  to  1844.  Together  with  Notes  adapting  the  Work  ta 
the  American  Student,  by  J.  L.  Wendell,  Esq.  Witt  a  Mem 
oir  of  the  Author.     4  vols.  8vo,  Sheep  extra,  $7  00. 

Burke's  complete  Works. 

With  a  Memoir      I'orirait      3  vols   Svo,  Sheep  extra,  85  00 


i  Valuable  Standard  Publications. 

Letters,  Conversations,  and  Recollections  of  S. 

T.  Coleridge.     12mo,  Muslin,  65  cents. 

Specimens  of  the  Table-talk  of  S.  T.  Coleridge, 

Edited  by  H.  N.  Coleridge.     12mo,  Muslin,  70  cents. 

Mardi :  and  a  Voyage  Thither. 

By  Herman  Melville.     2  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  $1  75. 

Omoo ; 

Or,  a  Narrative  of  Adventures  in  the  South  Seas.  By  Hermah 
Melville      12mo,  Muslin,  $1  25. 

Montgomery's  Lectures  on  General  Literature, 

Poetry,  &c,,  with  a  Retrospect  of  Literature,  and  a  View  ot 
modern  English  Literature.     18mo,  Muslin,  45  cents. 

Boswell's  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson. 

Including  a  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides.  With  numeroua 
Additions  and  Notes,  by  J.  W.  Ceoker,  LL.D.  A  new  Edition. 
Portraits.     2  vols.  8vo,  Muslin,  S2  75  ;  Sheep  extra,  $3  00. 

Dr.  Samuel  Johnson's  complete  Works. 

With  an  Essay  on  his  Life  and  Cenius,  by  A.  Mdrphy,  Esq. 
Engravings.     2  vols.  8vo,  Muslin,  $2  75  ;  Sheep  extra,  $3  00. 

Cicero's  Offices,  Orations,  &c. 

The  Orations  translated  by  Duncan  ;  the  Offices,  by  Cockmak  ; 
and  the  Cato  and  Lselius,  by  Melmoth.  With  a  Portrait.  3 
vols.  18mo,  Muslin,  $1  25. 

Paley's  Natural  Theology. 

A  new  Edition,  from  large  Type,  edited  by  D.  E.  Bartlett. 
Copiously  Illustrated,  and  a  Life  and  Portrait  of  the  Author. 
3  vols.  12mo,  Muslin,  $1  50. 

Paley's  Natural  Theology. 

With  illustrative  Notes,  &c.,  by  Lord  Brougham  and  Sir  C. 
Bell,  and  preliminary  Observations  and  Notes,  by  Alonzo  Pot- 
ter, r).D.    With  Engravings.     2  vols.  18mo,  Muslin,  90  centB. 

The  Orations  of  Demosthenes. 

Translated  by  Dr.  Leland.     2  vols.  18mo,  Muslin,  85  cents. 

Lamb's  Works. 

Comprising  his  Letters,  Poems,  Essays  of  Elia,  Essays  upon 
Shakespeare,  Hogarth,  &c.,  and  a  Sketch  of  his  Life,  by  T 
N.  Talpoord.     Portrait      2  vols,  royal  12mo,  Muslin,  $2  00. 

Hoes  and  Way's  Anecdotical  Olio. 

Anecdotes,  Literary.  Moral,  Religious,  and  MiscellaueoiiB.  8vo, 
Muslin,  $1  00. 

Dendy's  Philosophy  of  Mystery. 

ISmOb  Muslin,  60  cents. 


